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INTRODUCTION 


LIFE OF CHAUCER 

Geoffrey Chaucer was born in London, about 1340 (not 1328, as was formerly 
said) His father was John Chaucer, citizen and vintner of London, and his 
mother’s name was Agnc s His grandfather was Robert Chaucer, of Ipswich and 
London, who married a widow named Maria Heyroun, with a son Thomas Heyroun 
John Chaucer’s house stood in Upper Thames Street, beside Walbrook, just where 
that street is now crossed by the South-Eastern Railway from Cannon-street 
Station Here it was that the poet spent his earliest days, and in an mterestmg 
passage in his Tardoneres Tale (lines 549-^72), he incidentally displays his knowledge 
of various wines and the ways of mixing them together 

John Chaucer, the poet’s father, was in attendance on Edward HI in 1338, and 
this connexion with the court led to his son’s employment there, some years after- 
wards, as a page in the household of Elizabeth, wife of Lionel, duke of Clarence, the 
third son of Edward III In the household accounts of this princess, mention is 
made of various articles of clothing and other necessaries purchased for ‘ Geoffrey 
Chaucer ’ in April, May, and December, 1357, when he was about seventeen years old 
In 1359, joined the army of Edward III when that king invaded France, and was 
there taken prisoner In May, 1360, the peace of Bretigny (near Chartres) was 
concluded between the French and Engbsh kings Chaucer had been set at liberty 
in March, when Edward paid ibl towards his ransom 

1367 Wo can only conjoctuie the manner in which he spent his life from hints 
given us in his own woiks, and from various notices of him in official records To 
consider the latter first, we find, from the Issue Rolls of the Exchequer, that a life- 
pension of 20 marks was granted by the king to Chaucer in 1367, m consideration of 
his services, as being one of the valets of the king’s household During 1368 and 
part of 1369 he was in London, and received his pension m person In October, 
1368, his patron. Prince Lionel, died, and it appears that Chaucer’s services were 
consequently transferred to the next brother, John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaster 
1309 In the autumn of 1369, the year of the third great pestilence of Edward’s 
reign, Blanche, the first wife of John of Gaunt, died at the early age of twenty-nine 
Chaucer did honour to her memory m one of his earliest poems, entitled ‘ The 
Deth of Blaunche the Duchesse ’ 

1370-1373 From 1370 to 1386, Chaucer was attached to the court, and employed 
in frequent diplomatic services 

In December, 1372, being employed m the king’s service, he left England for 
Genoa, Pisa, and Florence, and remained in Italy for nearly eleven months, but 
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we again find him m London on November 22, 1373 This visit of his to Italy is of 
great importance, as it exercised a marked influence on his writings, and enables us 
to understand the development of his genius 

1374 His conduct during this mission to Italy met with the full approval of the 
king, who, on the celebration of the great festival at Windsor on St George s day 
(April 23) in 1374, granted our poet a pitcher of wine daily, to be received from the 
king’s butler On May 10 of the same year, Chauc er took a lease of a house in 
Aldgate, for the term of his life, from the Corporation of London , but he afterwards 
gave it up to a friend in October, 1386, and it is probable that he had ceased to 
reside in it for a year or more previously On June 8, 1374, he was appointed to the 
important office of Comptroller of the Customs and Subsidy of Wools, Skins, and 
Leather, for the port of London , and a few days later (June 13) leccived a life- 
pension of lol from the duke of Lancaster for the good service rendered by him and 
his wife Philippa to the said Duke, to his consort, and to his mother the Queen 
This IS the first mention of Philippa Chaucer as Geoffrey’s wife, though a Philippa 
Chaucer is mentioned as one of the Ladies of the Chamber to Qut on Philippa, on 
September 12, 1366, and subsequently It has been conjectured that Chaucer was 
not married till 1374, and that ho married a relative, or at least some one bearing 
the same name as himself, but this supposition is needless and impiobable , there 
is no reason why the Philippa Chaucer mentioned in 1366 may not have boon already 
married to the poet, who was then at least 26 years of age 

1375 In 1 37') his income was increased by receiving from the Crown (Novf mber 8) 
the custody of the lands and person of one Edmond Staplcgate, of Kent This he 
retamcid for three years, during which he received 104? , together with some smaller 
sums from another souice 

1376 On July 12, 1376, the king granted Chaucer the sum of 71I 4s 6d , being the 
value of a fine paid by one John Kent for shipping wool vnthout paying the duty 
thereon Towards the end of this year. Sir John Burley and Geoffrey Chaucer were 
employed upon some secret scr\ ice, for which the lattei received 61 1 3s 4^ 

1377 In February, 1 377, Chaucer was employed on a secret mission to Flanders, 
and received for it, in all, the sum of 30Z In April he was sent to Prance, to treat 
for jieace with king Charles V , for tins service he received, m all, the sum of 
4SI j$8 4d On June 21, king Edward III died, and was succeeded by his grandson, 
Richard 11 

1378 In January, Chaucer seems to have been employed in France Soon after- 
wards, he was again sent to Italy, from May 28 to September ig, being employed on 
a mission to Lombardy, to treat with Bernabo Visconti, duke of Milan , to whose 
death (in 1385) the poet alludes in his Monkes Tale (11 3389 3596), where he describes 
him as — 

‘ Of Melan grete Barnabo Viscounte, 

God of delyt, and scourge of Lumbardye ’ 

Before leaving England on this business, Chaucer appointed Ins fiicnd John 
Gower, the poet, as one of his agents to represent him in his absence 

1380 By deed of May i, 1380, one Cecilia Chaumpavne released Chaucer from 
a charge which she had brought against him, ‘ de raptu meo ’ "We have no 
means of ascertaining either the nature of the charge, or the circumstances of 
the case 

1382 We have seen that Chaucer had been appointed Comptroller of the Wool 
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Customs m 1374 Whilst still retauimg- this office, he was now also appointed 
Comptroller of the Potty Customs (May 8, 1382) 

1385 In February, 1385, he was allowed the great privilege of nominating a per- 
manent deputy to perform his duties as Comptroller It is highly probable that ho 
owed this favour to ‘ the good queen Anne,’ first wife of king Richard II , for, in 
tho Prologue to tho Legend of Good Women, probably written during this period ol 
his newly-acquircd freedom from irksome duties, he expresses himself most grate- 
fully towards her 

If we may trust the descnptim of his house and garden m the Prologue to the 
Legend of Good Women, probably composed in the spring of i38'>, it would appear 
that he was then living m the country, and had already given up his house over the 
city gate at Aldgate to Richard Forster, who obtained a formal lease of it from the 
Corporation of London in October, 1386 We Icirn incidentally, fiom a note to the 
En\oy to Scogan, 1 4*;, that ho was living at Greenwich at the time when he wrote 
that i)oem (probably 111 1303) And it is highly probable that Chaucei’s residence at 
Greenwich extended from 1385 to the end of 1399, when he took a new house at 
Westminster This supposition agrees well with \ arious hints that we obtain from 
other notices Thus, in 1390, ho was appointed (with five others) to superintend the 
repairing of the banks of the Thames between Woolwich and Greenwich In the 
same year he was robbed at Hatcham (as we shall see below), which is near Deptford 
and Greenwich And wo find the singular reference in the Canterbury Tales 
(A 3(507), whore the Host suddenly exclaims — ‘ Lo ’ Gienewich, ther many a shiewe 
is inne’ , which looks like a sly insinuation, on the Host’s paid that Greenwich at 
that time contuiud many ‘shrews’ or 1 asciis Few places would serve better 
than Greenwich for fieciuent obseriation of Canterbury pilgrims 

1380 In this year Chaucer was elected a knight of the shire for Kent, in the 
Parliament held at Westminster In August, his patron Jolin of Gaunt went to 
Spain , and during his absence, his biotlier Thomas, duke of Gloucester, contrived 
to deprive tho king of all power, by appointing a regency of eleven persons, himself 
being at tho liead of them As tho duke of Gloucester was ill disposed towards his 
bi other John, it is probable that we can thus account for the fact that, in 
December of this year, Chaucer was dismissed from both Ins offices, of Comp- 
ti oiler of Wool and Comptroller of Petty Customs, others being appointed in his 
place This sudden and gieat loss reduced the poet from compaiative wealth to 
poverty , he was compelled to raise money upon his pensions, which were assigned 
to John Scalby on May i, 1388 

In October of this 3 ear (1386), there was a famous trial between Richard Lord 
Scrope and Sir Thomas Giosvenor, during which Chaucer deposed that he wits 
‘forty years of age and upwards, and had borne arms for twenty-seven \ ears’ 
Ho was, in fact, about forty-six years old, having been born, as said above, about 
1340 Moreover, it is probable that he first bore arms in 1339, when he went with 
the invading army to France This exactly tallies w ith his own statement 

1387 In this year died Chaucer’s wife, Philippa , to this loss he alludes in his 
Envoy to Bukton It must have been about this time that he was composmg 
portions of his greatest poem, the Canterbury Tales 

1389 On May 3, Richard II suddenly took the government into his own hands 
John of Gaunt returned to England soon afterwards, and effected an outward recon- 
ciliation between the king and the duke of Gloucester The Lancastrian party was 
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now once more in power, and Chaucer was appointed Clerk of the King’s Works at 
Westmmster on July 12, at a salary of 28 a day (more than \l of our present money, 
at the least) 

1390 In this year, Chaucer was also appointed Clerk of the Works at 

St George’s Chapel at Windsor, and was put on a Commission to repaii the 
banks of the Thames between Woolwich and Greenwich In a writ, dated July 1 
in this year, he was allowed the costs of putting up scaffolds in Smithfield for the 
King and Queen to view the tournament which had taken place there in May 
This helps to explain the minute account of the method of conductmg a tourna- 
ment which we meet with m the Knight’s Tale In the preceding month he had 
been appointed, by the Earl of March, joint Forester (with Kichard Brittle) of 
North Petherton Park in Somerset In September, he was twice robbed of some of 
the king’s money , once, at Westminster, of lol , and again, near the ‘ foulc ok ’ 
(foul oak) at Hatcham, Surrey, of Sd , but the repayment of these sums was 

forgiven him 

1391 This IS the date given by Chaucer to his prose Treatise on the Astrolabe, 
which he compiled for the use of his ‘ little son ’ Lewis, of whom nothing more 
IS known , and it is supposed that he died at an early age At this time, for some 
unknown reason, the poet unfortunately lost his appointment as Cleik of the Works 

1394 In February of this year, Chaucer received a grant from the king of 20I 
a year for life , nevertheless, he seems to have been in want of money, as we find 
him making applications for the advancement of money from his pension 

1398 In this year or the preceding, Chaucer was made solo Forester of North 
Petherton Park, instead of joint Forester, as in 1390 In the Easter Term, he was 
sued for a debt of 14Z iid In October, the king granted him a tun of wine 
yearly, for his life-time 

1399 On September 30, Henry IV became king of England, and Chaucer ad- 
dressed to him a complaint regarding his poverty, called a ‘ Compleynt to his Purs,* 
in response to which, only four days afterwards, Henry granted that the poet’s 
pension of twenty marks 63 Sd) should be doubled, in addition to the 20I 
a year which had been granted to him in 1394 

On Christmas eve of this year, Chaucer took a long lease of a house in the garden 
of the Chapel of St Mary, Westminster , this house stood near the spot now occupied 
by King Henry the Seventh’s Chapel The lease is in the Muniment Room of 
Westminster Abbey (Historical MSS Commission, 1 95) 

1400 The traditional date of Chaucer’s death is October 2',, 1400 , in the second 
year of Henry IV His death doubtless took place in his newly-acquired house at 
Westminster, and he attained to the age of about sixty years Of his family, 
nothing IS known. His ‘ little son ' Lewis probably died voung , and there is no 
evidence earlier than the reign of Henry VI that the Thomas Chaucer whose 
great-grandson, John de la Pole, Earl of Lincoln, was declared heir to the throne 
by his uncle, Richard III , in 1484, was Chaucer’s son As Thomas Chaucer was 
a man of great wealth, and of some mark, we should have expected to find early 
and undoubted evidence as to his parentage We find, however, that Thomas 
Gascoigne, who wrote a Theological Dictionary, and died in 1458, refers to the poet 
in these words — ‘Fuit idem Chawserus pater Thomae Chawserus, armigeri, qui 
Thomas sepelitur in Nuhelm luxta Oxoniam ’ Gascoigne was in a position to know 
the truth, since he was Chancellor of Oxford, and Thomas Chaucer had held the 
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manor of Ewelme, at no great distance, till Ins death in 1434 If this information 
be correct, it then becomes highly probable that Chaucer’s wife Philippa was 
Phihppa Roet, sister of the Katharine de Roet of Hainault, who married Sir John 
Swynford, and afterwards became the mistress, and in 1396 the third wife of John 
of Gaunt This has been inferred from the fact that Thomas Chaucer’s arms 
contain three wheels, supposed to represent the name of Roet , since the Old 
French roet means ‘ a little wheel ’ Those who accept this inference see good 
reasons for explaining the favours extended to Chaucer both by John of Gaunt 
himself and his son Kang Henry IV 

CHARACTER OF CHAUCER 

Tliere is no space here for exhibiting fully the revelation of Chaucer’s character 
as expressed by numerous passages in his works We easily recognise in them 
a man of cheerful and genial nature, with great powers of originality, full of 
freshness and humour, a keen observer of men, and at the same time an en- 
thusiastic and untiring student of books He tolls a storj excellently and sets his 
characters before us with dramatic clearness , and he has also an exquisite ear for 
music and pays great attention to the melodious flow of his verse Except m his 
prose tales, ho frequently affects, in his Canterbury Tales, an air of simplicity 
which sits upon him gracefully enough In his Prologue to Sir Ihopas, he describes 
himself as a ‘large,’ 1 0 a somewhat corpulent man, and no ‘poppet’ to embrace, 
that IS, not slender in the waist , as having an ‘ elvish ’ or abstracted look, often 
staring on the ground ‘ as if he would find a hare,’ and ‘ doing no dalliance ’ to any 
man, 1 e not entering briskly into casual conversation His numerous references 
and quotations show th it he was deeply read in all medieval learning, and well 
acquainted with Latin, French (both of England and of the continent), and Italian 
besides being a master of the East-midland dialect of English A passage in the 
Reves Tale imitates some of the peculiarities of the Northumbrian dialect with 
much fidelity On the other hand, he occasionally introduces forms into his poems 
that are peculiarly Kentish , owing, as I am inclined to suggest, to his residence 
for some years at Greenwich In his Hous of Fair}^ he tells us how he had ‘set his 
wit to make books, songs, and ditties in rime,’ and often ‘ made his head ache at 
night with writing in his studv ’ For, when he had done his official work for the 
day, and ‘made his reckonings,’ he used to go home and become wholly absorbed 
in his books, ‘ hearing neither this nor that ’ , and, ‘ in stead of rest and new 
things ’ (recreation), ho ust d ‘ to sit at a book, as dumb as a stone, till his look was 
dased ’ , and thus did he ‘ live as a hermit, though (unhke a hermit) his abstinence 
was but little ’ So great (as ho tells us in the Prologue to The Legend of Good 
Women) was his love of nature, that, ‘ when the month of May is come, and I hear 
the birds sing, and see the flowers springing up, farewell then to my book and 
to my devotion ’ to reading In many passages he insists on the value of the 
purity of womanhood and the nobility of manhood, taking the latter to be de- 
pendent upon good feeling and courtesy As he says in The Wife of Bath's Tale, 

‘ the man who is always the most \irtuous, and most endeavours to be constant in 
the performance of gentle deeds, is to be taken to be the greatest gentleman 
Christ desires that we should derive our gentleness from Him, and not from our 
ancestors, however rich ’ 
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WRITINGS OF CHAUCER 

Other notices of Chaucer must be gathered from his -writings and from -what -we 
know about them It is adMsable to date his various works, where possible, as -well 
as we can, and to consider the result 

Chaucer s works fall (as shewn by Ten Brink) into three periods During the first 
of these, ho imitated French models, particularly the famous and very long poem 
entitled Le Roman de la Rose, of which, as he himself tells us, he made a translation 
It so happens that there e-vist what aie apparently two, but are really three 
fragments of translations of two different parts of this poem, they are found 
in a MS at Glasgow, written out about a d 14^1-40, and in the early printed 
editions These three fragments, marked A, B, C in the present volume, appear to 
be by different hands , and only the first of them c in ho reconciled with Chaucer’s 
usual diction and grammar We must regretfully inhr that the major part of 
Chaucer’s own translation is irrecoverabl-v lost The poems of this First Period were 
written before he set out on his Italian travels in 1372, and there is no tiace in them 
of any Italian influence 

The poems of the Second Period (1373-1384) clearly shew the influence of Italian 
literature, especially of Dante’s Divina Comniedia, and of Boccaccio’s poe ms entitled 
II Teseide and II Filostrato Curiously enough, there is nothing to shew that 
Chaucer was acquainted, at first liand, with Boccaccio’s Decamcrone 

The poems of the Third Period are chieflj’’ remarkable for a larger share of 
originality, and are considered as beginning with the Legend of Good Women, the 
first poem in which the poet employed what is now known as the ‘ heroic ’ couplet, 
which he adapted from Guillaume de Macliault 

The following list is arranged, conjecturally, in chronological order 
j Origenes upon the Maudolcyne (lost) 

iBook of the Leoun (lost) ^ 

Ce^s and Alcioun , afterwards (probably) partly pr^erved in the Book /)f the 
Duchesse 

The Bomaunt of the Rose (Fragment A (11 i 1703) is all that can fairly be 
claimed as Chaucer s work Fragment B is written in a di tic ct approximating to 
that of Lincolnshire Tlie author of Fragment C, like that of B, remains unknown ) 
ABC — Minor Poems, I 
1369 Book of the Duchesse — M P III 

Lyf of St Cecyle (afterwards adapted to become the Second Nonnes Tale) 

Monkes Tale (parts of) , lines 3363-3652 clearly belong to a later period 
About 1372 3 Clerkes Tale , except E 993-icx)8, and the Envoy 
Palamon and Arcite , of which some scraps are preserved in other poems It was 
also used as the basis of the Knightes Tale 
Compleint to Ins Lady — M P VI 

An Amorous Compleint, made at Windsor — M P XXII 
Womanly Noblesse —M P XXIV 
Compleint unto Pit6 — M P II 

Anelida and Arcite (contaming ten stanzas from Palamon) — M P VII 
The Tale of Melibeus (in its original form) , partly translated from Albertano of 
Brescia 

The Persones Tale (in its original form) , partly translated from Fr{.re Lorens 
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Of the Wretched Engendrmg ol Mankind , mentioned m the Legend, Text A, L 414, 
and partly preserved m scraps occurring m the Man of Lawes Tale, B 99-121, 421-7 
771-7, 92^-931, ii 3 ‘>- 4 i 

Man of Lawes Tale (in its original form) , partly translated from Kicholas Trivet. 
1377-81 Translation of Boethius 
1^79? Complaint of Mars — M P IV 

n79-8^ Troilus and Criseyde, (partly from Boccaccio’s II Filostrato and Guido 
dcUe Colonne’s Historia Troiae , containing three stanzas from Palamon) 

Wordos to Adam (concerning Boethius and Troilus) — M P VIII 
The Former Age , chiefly from Boethius, Book II met V — M P IX 
Fortune, containing hints from Boethius — M P X 

1382 Parlement of Foules (containing six stanzas from Palamon) — M P V 
n83-4 House of Fame , containing hmts from Dante , unfinished 
Legend of Good Women , 

1386 Canterbury Tales begun 

1387-8 Central period of the Canterbury Tales 

1 3S9, &c The Tales continued 

1391 Treatise on the Astrolabe , chiefly from Messahala , unfinished 

1393? Compleint of Venus -M P XVIII 

1 393 Lenvoy to Scogan — M P XVI 

1396 Lenvoy to Bukton — M P XVII 

1399 Anroi/ to Complunt to his Purse — M P XIX 

The following occasional triple roundel ‘^nd balades may have been composed 
between 1380 and 1396 — Merciless Beauts — M P XI Balade to Rosemounde — 
M P XII Against Women Unconstaunt — M P XXI Compleint to his Purse 
(fxcept the Envoy) — M P XIX Lak of Stedlaatnesse — M P XV Gentilesse — 


M P XIV Truth— M P XIII Proverbes ^haucer — M P XX ^ J 

^ EDITIONS OF CHATJCFR 


EDITIONS OF CHAUCER 




Se\eral of Chaucers Poems wert printed at various times by Caxton and others, 
but the first collected edition of his woiks was that edited by W Thynne m 1532 
This was reprinted, with the addition of the spuiious Floivman's Tale^ m i‘?42 , and 
again, about 1550 Later editions appeared in 1361 (with large additions by John 
Stowe) , in 1398 (re edited by Thomas fepeght), second edition, 1602, and reprmted m 
1687 Still later editions were the very had one hy Urry, in 1721, and the excellent 
one by Tyrwhitt, of the Canterbury Tales only^ in 1773 8 These editions, exceptmg 
Tyrwlntt s, have done much to confuse the public as to the genuine works of Chaucer, 
because in them a large numlier of poems, some known (even by the editors) to be 
by Lydgate, Gower, Hoccleve, and Scogan, together with others obviously spurious, 
wcio carelessly added to works by Chaucer himself , and many erioneous notions 
have been deduced from the study of tins incongruous mixture 
It must suffice to say hero that most of the later editions, smee the publication of 
Tyrwhitt s remarks on the subject, reject many of these additional pieces, but still 
unadvisedly admit the poems entitled The Court of Loie^ The Complaint of the Mack 
hmqht, Chaucer's Dream ^ The Flower and the Leaf and The Cuckoo and the Nightingale 
Of these. The Complaint of the Black Knight is now known to he by Lydgate , The 
Flower and the Leaf cannot be earlier than 1450, and was probably written, as it 
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irports to be, by a lady , whilst The Court of Love can hardly be earlier than 1500, 
id Cluiucer's Dream (so called) is of still later date Nothing but a complete 
■norance of the history of the English language can connect these lilteenth- 
ntury and sixteenth-century poems with Chaucer The only poem, in the above 
it, which can possibly be as old as the fourteenth century, is The Cuckoo and 
e Nightingale There is no evidence of any kind to connect it with Chaucer, 
id Professor Lounsbury decisively rejects it, on the internal evidence It admits 
few limes (see p xxiv) such as Chaucer nowhere employs 


GRAMMATICAL HINTS 

The following brief hints contain but a minimum of information, and include 
ithing that should not be extremely familiar to the student 

Observe that, in Chaucer’s English, the final syllables -e, -ed, -en, almost alwavs 
rm a distinct and separate syllable, so that a largo number of words had then 
syllable more than they have now Unless this rule bo observed, no progress in 
le study is possible In particular, always sound tins final -e (like the a in Chinn) 
tlie end of a line 

Final -e is elided, or slurred o\er, when the next word begins with a vowel, or is 
le of certain words beginning with /t, viz (i) a pronoun, as he , (2) part of the verb 
ive , (0 the adverbs heer^ how , (4) mute h in honoui^ houre In a similai position, 
lal -er, -en, -e^, are slurred over likewise , thus get-en is really geVn in 1 291 1 
Final -e is sometimes dropped in a few common woids, such as itcrc, weic, hadde^ 
id, wolde^ would 

Middle -e- is also sometimes dropped, as in haiena, pronounced (haavnez), 1 407 
ut trew-e-ly (481 ) is trisyllabic 

The reasons for sounding the final -e, -en, -es, as distinct syllables, are grammatical 
tiese endings represent older inflexions mostly Anglo-Saxon , and were once, in 
ct, essential But, in Chaucer’s time, tliej^ were beginning to disaiijioar, and many 
e now lost altogether 

Pinal -e The various sources of the M E (i e Middle-English) final -e arc, 
uefly, these following 

1 The A S (Anglo-Saxon) sb ended in a vowel Thus A S har-a^ a hare, became 
F hai-e{igi) 

2 The A F (Anglo-French) sb ended in a vowel which was formerly sounded 
bus A F melodise (four syllables) is M E melody-e (lour syllables, 9) 

3 The dative case often ends in -e, esiiecially after the prepositions at, by, for, in, 
on, to Thus rdt-e(2) is the dative case of root, a root We even find the form of an 

ilique case used as a nom case, owing to confusion Thus A S htvelp, a whelp, 
akes the dat hwelp-e , Chaucer has whelp-e as a nominative (2*;7) 

4 The forms hell-e (so in A S ), sonn-e (A S sunn-an) are genitives , see Book Duch 
I , A 1051 Similarly -y represents a genitive suffix in lad-y, 88, 695 

5 The definite form of the adjective (1 e the form used when the def art the or 
possessive or demonstrative pronoun precedes it) ends in -e Ex the yong-e, 7 

6 The adj pi ends m -e , as smal-e, 9 


1 The numbers refer to the lines of The Prologue to the Canterbury Tales, see p 419 
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7 Even the adj sing may end in -e , as mct-^ (5), from A S sutte^ sweet, in which 
the final -e is essential So also trewc^ from A S treowe , *>31 

8 Verbs the infinitive and gerund (with to) end in -ew or -e , as higinn-e, 42 , for 
to ry8-e^ 33 

9 Strong verbs the pp (past participle) ends in -en or -e , as y-ronn-e^ 8 

10 Weak verbs the pt t (past tense) ends in -ede^ -dP, -te, -e , as say-de, 70 Some- 
times in -ed, aaprov-ed^ <547 Observe lakk-e-de^ 756 , lov^de, 97 , wet-te, 129 , went-e, 78 

11 Verbs various other inflexions in -en or -e Thus alPp-en, 3 p pr pi , 10 , 
tur-en, 1 p pt jil , 29 , rfoss-e, i p pr s , 82 , smeit-e, 3 p pr s siibj , 230, &c 

12 Adverbs and prepositions may end in -en or -e , as ahov-en^ 53 , abotit-e, prop 
is;8, adv 48S. 

Pinal -en Tlie suffix -en usually denotes either (i) the pi sb , as Iws-en, 430, 
(2) the infill or gerundial infin of a verb, as to iiend-en^ 21 , (3) the pp of a strong 
\erb, as holp-en^ 18 , (4) the pi of any tense of a veib, as ivCr-en, i p pt pi , 29 , (5) 
a pi ep or adverb, as abov-en, 33 

Pinal -es The final -ea denotes eithei (i) the gen sing , as loid-es, 47 , (2) the pi 
sb , as ahour-es, i , or (3) an adverb, as thi y-ea^ 562 But the gen of lady is lady , and 
oifadei, m fader And the plural may end in -s, as ii\ palmer-a^ 13 

The student should endeavour to make out, in every case, the reason for the use 
of final -e, -en, or -ea He will thus acquire the giammar The above hints 
explain most cases that can arise 

Purther notes Some neuter sbs do not change in the pluial, as lioia^ 1)1 ho^s, 
7 j. So also neet^ alieep^ aityn, yeei 

Compaiatives end in -tr, as giett-ei^ adj , 197, or -n, as fei-re, ad% , 4S Super- 
latives, in -eat^ occasional def form -esit-e^ as best-e^ 23. Pionouns tho those, thia, 
pi ihtae, these, thilke^ that, til same Atte^ for at the !>, nom , yon, dat and 
acc , you //ir, their (also her) , /tew, them //is, his, its 11 \Nhat soit of, 40, 
uhat, 1 e ‘why,’ 184, That he, who, 44, 45, uhO so, vhoe\er, 741 Men one, 
with a sing verb, as men amoot, one smote, i4<) 

Verbs Verbs are distinguished as being ueak or at^ong In the forrnei, tho pp 
ends in -ed, -d, or -t , m the 1 itter, in -en, 01 -e 

A simple rule is tins In weak verbs, the pt t ends in -eae (raiely -ed), -de, -te, -e, 
so that the final -e is hero extiemely common, but it does not appear in the pp , 
conveisdy, in strong voibs, it is tho pp that ends in -en 01 -e, which never appeals in 
tho first 01 third person aingular of tho past tense Ex ueni e, 3 p pt s, 78, is 
a weak past tense , cla-d, 103, is i we \k i)p Conveisoh , y-nmn-e, 8, is a stiong p}) , 
8le(p, 98, is a f'tiong pt t The prefix y- (A S ge-) can be piefixed to any pp , and 
makes no ditferenoo 

Stiong verbs usually shew vowel-change , thus bigan (44) is the pt t of biginm n 
But note that this is not a sure guide , loi raugh-te (13O) is the pt t of lech-en, to 
reaeh, and is weak SU p-en, to slecji, pt t aleep, is strong 

In strong verbs, tho vov\el of the past tense is changed, sometimes, in the plural 
Thus tho pt t sing of ryd-en, to ride, is rood, 169 , but tho pi is ) 'td-en, 825 The pp 
is also rid-en, 48 

The usual loimulae for the conjugation of veibs are as follows 
Present ten^e Sing -e, -eat, -eth {-th) , pi -en 01 -e 

Past tense , weak verbs Sing -ede (-de or -ed), -de, -te, -e (m persons i and 3) , 
-edeat, -deat, -teat, -eat (2 person) Plural, eden, -ede, -de, -den -ten, -te, -e (all persons^ 



XX 


5n<r«%u((ton. 


Past tense , strong verbs Smg indic no (m persons i and 3) , occa 

Bionally (2 person) Sing subj -e (all persons) Plural of both moods -en^ -e 

Imperative Smg 2 person no (usually) , -e(m some weak \erbs) Plural, 
2 person -eth^ -th , (sometimes -e) 

Infinitive -en, -e The gerundial infinitive has to or fo7 to prefixed, and often 
denotes purpose 

Participles Present often -tnge at the end of a line Pp of weak verbs 

-d, -t Pp of strong vei bs -en, -e 

N B We find the contracted form for biddeth^ in the 3 p pr s indicative, 187 

Similai contractions aie common , hence 7itt means ‘hideth’ , ? it me ins ‘ rideth ’ , 
sit^ ‘ sittcth ’ , Jet^'‘ leadeth ’ B i4()6 , 

Formation of Past Tenses Tlie foim of the pt t of a weak veib depends on 
the form of its stem Thcie are three classes of such veibs 

1 Infin -len , pt -ede {-d(\ or -ed Thus lot-ten, to love , pt t lov-ede (ptonounced 
luv do), or lov-ed (luv ed) Comp ire la/ /t-e-c/r, 736 , though the infin is laA/t-cn 

2 Infin -en , pt t -dt, -te, or sometimes (ifter d 01 t) -e , without vowc 1 -change, 
except such as is due to contraction Ex litr-en, to hear, pt t her-de , kep-en, to 
keep, pt t kep-te , iPd-en, to lead, jit t lad-de (short for l^^d-de) Cf xtent-e, went 

3 Infin -en, with a modified vowel in the infinitive, the root-vowel appearing in 
the pt t and pp Thus the root sok (ef Gothic svJijan, to seek), appears in the 
A.S pt t s6h-te, pp 8oJi-t, M E soqht-e, sogh-t , but the 6 ])ocomes t (as in A S fdf, foot, 
pi fet, feet) in the infin sec-ati, M E sl/c-en, E seel^u Cf tell-cn, jit t tol-dc , tech-en, 
pt t taugh-te 

N B The pp of a weak veib results from the pt t by drox>ping -e (unless it has 
been dropped already) , thus pt t tol de gives pp tol-d 

Strong verbs The sc ven conjugations of strong verbs are given in my Principles 
of Etymology I take as representative verbs the following fall, shake, hear, give, 
drink, diive, choose A more usual order (though it makes no real difference) is 
I drive, 2 choose, 3 dunk, 4 heai, 3 give, 6 shake, 7 fall 

The ‘ principal parts ' are (a) the infinitive (b) the past tense, singulai , (c) the 
pt t pi , (d) the x^p 

1 ‘ Drive ’ Here Chaucer has (a) ryd-en, to ride , (b) rood , (c) rid-en , (d) rid-en 
So also hi/t-en, bite, rys-en, rise, shyn-en, shine, shryv-en shrive, smyt-en, smite, wryt-en, 
write ^ I here write i} to denote long i 

2 ‘ Choose ’ As (a) sZth-en, to seethe , (b) seeth , (c, d) sod-en 

3 ‘Dunk,’ As (a) higinn-en , (b) bigan , (c) bigonnen , (d) bigonnen So also 
dunken, ginnen, rinnen, to run, singen, springen, swinkcn, to toil, wtnnen, delven, 
fighten ("pt t s f aught), helpen, keiven, thresshen 

4, ‘Bear’ As {a)ber-en, {h)bar, (c) ber-en , (d) hor-en So also bteken, sheren, 
stelen Comen has (b) cOm , (c) edm-en , (d) com-en 

5 ‘Give’ As (a) yev-en, yiv-en , (b) yaf, (c) ylv-en , (d) yiv-en So also geten 
(pp geten ) , speken (pp spoken) 

6 ‘Shake ’ As (a) bak-en , (b) book , (c) bok-en , (dj bali.-en So also dt aiven, shaken, 
shaven, stonden (pt t stood), taken, steeren (pp sivor-e) 

7 ‘ Pall ’ As (a) fall-en , (b) fil , (c) fill-en , (d) fall-en So holdtn, pt t held , 

1 Chaucer’s Prologue docs not contain specimens of all the parts of tho veibs mentioned 
Thus sCthen only occurs in the mtinitive (383), however, the i>l t seeth occurs elsewhere, 
viz in the Clerkos dale, E 227 
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leUen^ pt t leet , sUp-en, pt t sleep , hlOwen^ gi dtven^ know-en, pt t blew, &c , 
wip~en^ pt t weep , goon^ jip tj-goon, y~qo^ 286 Compare the complete list of strong 
M E verbs, in Specimens of English, ed Morris ana Skeat, pt 1 

Anomalous Verbs Among these note the following Been, ben, are Imper 
pi beeth, beth, be ye Pp been, ben, been 

Can, I know , pi connen , pt t coude, knew, could pp couth, known Dai , 
1 dare , pt t dorste May, I may , pi mowen , subjunctive, mowe, })! mowen Moot, 
I must, I m iy, he must, he may , pi mdten, mote , pt t mbste Oghte, ought Slial, 
pi shullen, shut , pt t sholde IViten, to know , woot, wot, I know, he knows , pi 
(correctly , but Chaucer also his ye woot), pt t loiste, knew, pj) wist Wd, 
ivol, wole, will , pi wolcn, wilen , pt t wolde '1 hai , needs , pt t thui to 

Negatives Nam, for ne am, am not, ms, for no is, is not , nos, was not, neie, 
were not , nadde, had not , ml, will not , noldo, would not , noot, I know not, he 
knows not , mste, knew not , no ne, neither nor, 603 Double negatives, 
70, 71, &c 

Adverbs End in -e, is dTp-e, deeply, or ~ly, as subtd-ly , or -e-ly, as tiew-edy, 
tiuly , or -on, -c, as bifor-on, bifoi-e, or in -es, as tJi? y-es, thiice Ther, where, S47, 
thor as, where that, ^4 

Prepositions End in -ew, -e, -es , Ac Id, for to, before a vowel With adjoins 
its verb , 7yi 


METRE 

Chaucer was our first great metiist, and enriched our hterature with several 
forms of metre which had not been previously employed in English These he 
borrowed chiefly from G-uill lumede Machault, who made use of stanzas of seven, 
eight, and nine lines, and even wrote at le^t one Compleint in the ‘ heroic * 
couplet 

The metre of four accents, in rimed couplets, had been in use in English long 
before Chaucer s time , and he adopted it in translating Lo Roman de la Rose (the 
original being in the s imc metre), m the Book of the Duchesse, and in the House of 
Fame 

The billid-mctre, as emjilo^ed in the Talc of Sir Tliopas, is also older than his 
time In fact, tins Tale is a burlesque imitation of some of the old Romances 

The four-line stanza, in the Pioverbes, was likewise nothing new 

But he employed the following medres, in English, for the first time 

I The 8-line stanza, with the rimes arranged in the order ababbebe , 1 e with the 
first line {a) riming with the third (a), and so on Exx ABC, The Monkes Tale , 
The Former Age , Lenvoy to Bukton 

1 b The same, thnee repeated, with a refrain Ex (pirt of) Fortune , Compleint 
to Venus , Balade to Rosemounde 

2 The 7 line stanza, with the rimes ababbcc , a favourite metre Exx Lyf of 
Seint Cecyle , Clcrkcs Tale , Palamon and Arcite , (part of) Compleint to his Ladj , 
An Amorous Compleint , Compleint to Pite , (part of) Anelida , The V retched 
Engendring of Mankind , The Man of Lawes Tale , (part of) The Compleint of Mars , 
Troilus and Criscyde , Wordes to Adam , (part of) The Pailement of Foules , (parts 
of) The Canterbury Tales , Lenvoy to Scogan 

2 h The same 7 line stanza, thrice repeated, with a refrain Exx Against Women 
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Unconstaunt , Compleint to his Purse , Lak of Stedfastnesse , Gentilesse , Truth. 
Also in the Legend ot Good Women, 249-269 

2C The 7-line stanza, with the rimes ababhdb Ek (pait of) Fortune 

3 Terza Rima Only a few lines , in the Compleint to his Lady 

4 The 10-line stanza, aabaabcddc In the Compleint to his Ladj 
^ The 9-line stanza, aabaabbab Only in Anelida 

5 b The same, with internal rimes Only in Anelida 

t; c The same as «?, but thrice repeated Only in Womanly Noblesse 

6 Two stanzas of 16 lines each , with the rimes aaabaaab bhbabhba Only in 
Anelida 

7 The 9-line stanza, aahaabbcc Only in the latter part of the Compleint of Mais 

8 The roundel In the Parlemcnt of Foules , and Merciless Beaut6 

9 Tlie heroic couplet In the Legend of Good Women and jiarts of the Canterbury 
Tales 

10 A 6-lino stanza, repeated six times with the rimes ahnbcb Only in the 
Envoy to the Clerkes Tale 

11 A 10-line stanza, aabaabbaab Onh in the Envoy to the Compleint of Yen us 

12 A 6 line stanza, ahabaa Only in the Envoy to Womanly Noblesse 

13 A ‘5-lino stanza, aahba Only in the Envoy to Compleint to his Purse 

The following pieces aie in prose The Tale of Mclibeus The Personcs Tale 
The trinslation of Boethius, Do Consolatione Philosoiihiao The Tie itiso on the 
Astrolabe 

VEBSIFICATION 

Some lines drop the first syllable, and the first foot contains one syllible only , 
as Ging 1 len in, Ll 170 

Many rimes arc douhlt , as cloiatie, otafie, 181 , Jtom-e, to lae, 671 , nun e 9 ,noon 
Always sound final -e at the end of a bne Bimes may be treble, as apotluc-ar-i-es^ 
letu-ar-i-es, 42^, so at 11 207, 51 j;, 709 Compare the Grammatical Hints 

Caesura The eiosuia, or middle jiause, allows extra sy llablcs to be pieseived 
Thus, at 1 29^, y\e have — 

Foi him was lever — hav’ at his b6ddes heed 

The pause gives time foi tho -ei of Itv-e't Similarly, we m ly pieservo th«^ -er ot 
ddii-ci , 84 , -e in moi -t, 98 , -c in cu) teisy-c, 132 , -tc(~ y) in car te, 130 
ComiDare also — 

With-out-e bak-o met-e — was nev’r his hous , 3|.^ 

Tint I no diop e — no fill’ upon hir brest , 13 

The syPablos -e ? , -ew, -el, -ed, before a vowel, or h (in lit, &c ), are light, and do not 
always count in scansion , see 11 84, 291, 296, 334, &c Cf ma j ny a breem ] , 3So 
Bead the lines deliberately, and remember the old jironuneiation 

Accent Variable, in some words, cf milhr, 54 with the arch iic tiisyllabic 
mil-ler-e, 541 Also, in French words, wo have hdnoui , 582 , but the archaic hondui , 
46 Cf htour, 3 , veidu, 4 

PBONUNCIATION 

The M E pronunciation was widely different fiom tho present, especially in the 
vowel-sounds Tho sounds of the vowels were nearly as in French and Italian 



(J>ronttnm(tott. 

They can be denoted by phonetic invariable symbols, enclosed within marks of 
parenthesis Convenient phonetic symbols are these following 

Vowels (aa), as a in fathei , (a) short, as a in aha ’ (ae), open long e, as a in 
Mary , (e), open short c, as e in bed , (ce), close long e, as e in veil , (i) short, as F i 
in faii, or (neaily) as F t in in , (ii), as ce in deep , (ao), open long o, is aw in saiv , 
(o) open shoit o, as o in not , (oo), close long o, as o in note, or o in German ‘ so ’ , 
(u), as u in fall , (im), as oo in fool , (u), as F u in F ‘ 6cu ’ , (u ), as long G m G 
‘ gran ’ Also (o), as final a in China 

Diphthongs (ai), as 2/ m fl^/ , (an), as ow in note, (ei), as ei in veil , (01), as 01 
in boil 

Consonants (special) (k), as c m cat , (s), as c in city , (ch), as in chnich , (tch), 
as in catch , (th), as th in thin , (dh), as th in then Also (h), when not initial^ to 
denote a guttural sound, like G ch in Nac/it, Lic/it, but weaker, and varying with 
the preceding vowel 

An ac cent is denoted by ( ), as in M E name (naa mo) 

By help of these sy mbols, it is possible to explain the meaning of the M E symbols 
employed by the sciibes in Chaucer's Tales The following is a list of the sounds 
they denote The letters in thick type are the letters acUially employed , the letters 
within parenthesis denote the sounds^ as above 

Observe that long also wiitten ‘ o,’ means the same as (ao) , and long ‘ also 
wiitten ‘ c,’ moans the same as (ai) 

a short, (a) Ex al (al) , as (az) N B The modem a in cat (k 8 et)is denoted by (ae), 
and does not occni in Chaucer 

a long, (aa) (i) at the end of a liable , as aye (aa jo) , (_>) before s 01 ce , as cas 
(kaas), face (faa se) 

ai, ay (ei), oiigmally perhaps (ai) , but ai and c<, both being pronounoed as (ei), 
had alieady boon confused, and mvaiiably iime together in Chaucer Cf E yay^ 

Xjrey 

au, aw (an) Fx avaunt (avau nt), ane (au 0) 
c, as (k), except before e and i , as (s), befoie e and i 
ch (ch) , cch (tch) 

e short, (e) Ex feth(')€<i (fedh lez) , middle e diopped 

e final, (a) , and often dropped or elided or \ery lightly touched 

e long and open, (ae) Sometimes denoted by ‘ g ’ or ‘ ’ Ex dene (klae no) 

e long and close, (ec) Ex swete (swee to) , wetx) (weep) 

ei, ey (ci) Ex streit (streit) , uey (wei) 

g hard, 1 e (g), except before e and t , (j), before e and i Ex go (gao) , age (aa je) 
gh (h), G ch Ex light (liiht) The vowel ■was at first short, then half-long (as 
probably in Chaucer), then wholly long, when the (h) dropped out Latei, (11) 
became (ei), and is now (ai) 
gii (n), with long piecedmg vowel , as diqne (dii no) 

1 short, (1) As F i in feiii , but often as E i in iw , the latter is near enough So 
also y, when shoit, as in many (man 1) 

1, y long, (11) Ex I (n) , melodye (m 61 odu 0'' 
le (ee), the same as ee Ex mischief {mi^checi) 

I consonantal, (j) Ex lay (jei) , luge (juje) So in the MSS , but here printed 
‘j,’ as in ja?/(jci) 

le, often vocalic ('!), as in F temple (temp 1 ) But note stables (staa blez) 
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ng (ngg) , always as in E Unger Ex thing (thingg) 

o short, (o), as in o/(ov) But as (ou) before gh And note particularly, that 
always (u), i. e as w in fwll, wherever it has a sound like u in mod E , as in cornp 
son, monk, cousin, &c Ex sonne (sun ne), monJc (mungk), moche (muche) 

o long and open, (ao) Sometimes denoted by ‘ 2 ’ or ‘ 09 ’ Ex go (gao) , ‘ 
(staon) 

o long and close, (00) Ex sate (soo to) , hood (hood) 

01, oy (01) 

ou, ow (uu) , as in flour (fluur) , now (nuu) Rarely (^u), as in soule (spulo) 

ogh (guh), with open o, as in E not, followed by short (u) 

ough (uuh) , with uu as in E fool (fuul) , or as ogh 

r IS always strongly trilled ssh (shsh), as mfieashe (fresh sho) 

u short, (il) , French , as in just (just) Rarely (u), as in cut (kut) , English 

u long, (u ), as in nature (natd ro) , French 

wo final, (wo), but often merely (u) Ex arwes (ar wez) , hoivc (baou o, b^i 
morwe (moru) , so blew (blee u) 

N B Open long e (ae) often arises from AS d, or lengthening of e Ex . 
(waero), A S waeron , (aek), A S ?ac , spoken (spaekon), A S sprecan Open loj 
(ao) often arises from AS d, or lengthening of o Ex fg (fio), AS fd, gpen, 
open Chaucer refrains from riming open long e (ae), when arising from A S Sc 
lengthening of e, with the close e arising from AS ^ or eo But there is s< 
uncertainty about the quality of the e arising from AS d, or from mutation 
The occurrence of rimes such as Chaucer nevei employs furnishes an easy test 
poems which have been supposed to be his on insufficient grounds Thus, in 
Cuckoo and the Nightingale, stanza n, green rimes with been , whereas the form g 
never occurs in Chaucer, who always employs gren~e (gree ne) as a dissyllable 
accordance with its etymology from A S grene In the same poem, upon rimes v 
mon, a man (stanza 17) , but Chaucer knows nothing of such a form as mon 
Non-Chaucerian rimes occur in large numbers in Fragment B of the Romaun 
the Rose 
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Words and syllables enclosed within square brackets are supplied by the Editor 
Readings marked with an obelus (f) are doubtiul, and are accounted for in the 
Appendix 

[Only three Fragments of this translation have come down to us Of these, Fragment A 
IS Chaucer , Fragment "R is by a Northerner, and has many coT'irupt readings, whilst 
Fragment C is of doubtjul origin, and I do not feel sure that it is Chaucei 's ] 


FBAQMENT A 


Many men seyn that in sweveninges 
Ther nis but fables and lesinges , 

But men may somme f swevenes seen, 
Which hardely fne false been, 

But afterward ben apparaunte 5 

This may I drawo to waraunto 
An authour, that hight Macrobes, 

That halt not dremes false ne lees, 

But iindoth us the avisioun 

That whylom metto king Cipioun lo 

And who-so sayth, or weneth it be 
A jape, or elles [a] nycetce 
To wene that dremes after falle, 

Let who-so liste a fool me calle 

For this trowe I, and say for me, 15 

That dremes signifiaunce be 

Of good and harme to many wightes. 

That dremen in her slepo a-nightes 
Ful many thinges co\ ertly. 

That fallen after al openly 20 

The Dream 

Within my twenty yere of age. 

Whan that Love taketh his corage 
Of yonge folk, I wente sone 
To bedde, as I was wont to done. 

And fast I sleep , and in sleping, 25 
Me mette swiche a sv evening, 

B 


That lykode me wonders wel , 

But in that sweven is never a del 
That it nis afterward befalle, 

Right as this dreem wol telle us alle 30 
Now this dreem wol I ryme aright, 

To make youi hortes gayo and light , 

For Love it prajeth, and also 

Commaundeth me that it bo so 

And if ther any aske me, 35 

Whether that it be he or she 

How [that] tins book [the] which is here 

Shall t hote, that I redo you hero , 

It 18 the Romance of the Rose, 

In which al the art of love I close 40 
The mater fair is of to male , 

God graunte in gree that she it take 
For whom that it begonnon is * 

And that is she that hath, y-wis. 

So mocliel prys , and thor-to she 45 
So worthy is biloved be. 

That she wel oughte, of prys and right. 
Be cleped Rose of every wight 
That it was May me thoughte tho, 

It IS fyve yere or more ago , 50 

That it 'was May, thus dremed me, 

In tyme of love and jolitee, 

That al thing ginneth waxen gay, 
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For ther is neither busk nor hay 
In May, that it ml shrouded been, 55 
And it with newe leves wreen 
These wodes eek recoveren grene, 

That drye in winter been to sene , 

And th’ erthe wexeth proud withalle, 

For swote dewes that on it falle, 60 

And [al] the pore estat forget 
In which that winter hadde it set , 

And than bicometh the ground so proud 
That it wol have a newe shroud, 

And maketh so queynt his robe and fayr65 
That it fhath hewes an hundred payr 
Of gras and floures, inde and pers, 

And many hewes ful dyvers 
That IS the robe I mene, y-wis, 

Through which the ground topreisenis 70 
The briddes, that han left hir song, 
Whyl they han sufFred cold so strong 
[n wedres grille, and derk to sighte, 

Ben in Mav, for the sonne brighte, 

So glade, that they shewe m singing, 7'; 
That in liir herte is swich lyking, 

That they mote singen and be light 
Than doth the nightingale hir might 
To make novso, and singen blythe 
Than is blisful, many a sythe, 80 

The chelaundre and the jiapingay 
Than yonge folk eiitenden ay 
For to ben gay and amorous. 

The tyme is than so sayorous 

Hard is Ins liorto that loveth nought 85 

[n May, whan al this mirth is wrought , 

Whan he may on these braunches here 

The smale hi iddes singen clere 

Hir blisful swcte song pitous , 

And in this sosoun delitous, 90 

Whan love affrayeth alle thing, 

Me thoughte a-mght, in my sleping, 

Right in my bed, ful redily, 

That it was by the morowe erly. 

And up I roos, and gan me clothe , 05 

Anoon I wissh myn hondes bothe , 

A sylvre nedlo forth I drogh 
Out of an aguiltr queynt y-nogh. 

And gan this nedle fhrede anon , 

For out of toun me list to gon 100 

rhe sowne of hi iddes for to here, 

That on thise f busshes singen clere. 

And m the swete sesoun that leef is, 

With a threde basting my sleyis, 


Aloon I wente in my playing, 105 

The smale foules song harkning , 

That peyned hem ful many a payre 
To singe on bowes blosmed fayre 
Jolif and gay, ful of gladnesse, 

Toward a riyer fl gan me dresse, no 
That I herde renne taste by , 

For fairer playing non saugh I 
Than playen mo by that riveer, 

For from an hille that stood ther neer 
Cam doun the streem ful stif and bold 1 15 
Cleer was the water, and as cold 
As any welle is, sooth to seyne , 

And somdol lasse it was than Seine, 

But it was straighter wel away 

And never saugh I, er that day, 120 

The water that so wel lyked me , 

And wonder glad was I to see 
That lusty place, and that riveer , 

And with that water that ran so cleer 
My face I wissh Tho saugh I wel 125 
The botmo paved everydel 
With gravel, ful of stones sheno 
The medewe softe, swote, and grene. 

Beet right on the water-syde 

Ful cleer was than the morow-tyde, 130 

And ful attempre, out of drede 

Tho gan I walke through the mede, 

Doun ward ay 111 my pleying, 

Tho river-sj de costeying 
The Garden 

And whan I had a whyle goon, 135 
I saugh a Gardin right anoon, 

Ful long and brood, and everydel 
fEnclos it was, and walled wel, 

With hye walles embatailled. 

Portrayed without, and wel entailled 140 
With many richo portraitures , 

And bothe images and peyntures 

Gan I biholde bisily 

And I wol telle you, redily. 

Of thilke images the semblaunce, 145 
As fer as I have remembraunce 
Hate 

A-midde saugh I Hate stonde. 

That for hir wrathe, ire, and onde, 

Semed to been a f moveresse, 

An angry wight, a chideresse , 150 

And ful of gyle, and fel corage. 

By semblaunt was that like image 
And she was no-thmg wel arrayed, 
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But lyk a wood womman afrayed , 
Y-frounced foule was hir visage, 155 
And grenning for dispitous rage , 

Hir nose snorted up for tene 
Ful liidous was she for to sene, 

Ful foul and rusty was she, this 

Hir heed y-writhen was, y-wis, 160 

Ful grimly with a greet towayle 

Felonye 

An image of another entayle, 

A lift half, was hir faste by 
Hir name above hir heed saugli I, 

And she was called Felonye 16*; 

Vilanye 

Another image, that Vilanye 
Y-cleped was, saugh I and fond 
Upon the walle on hir right bond 
Vilanye was lyk somdel 
That other image , and, trusteth wel, 170 
She semed a wikked creature 
By countenaunce, in portrayture. 

She semed be ful despitous. 

And eek ful proud and outrageous. 

Wel coude he peynte, I undertake, 175 
That swiclie image coude make 
Ful foul and cherlish semed she. 

And eek vilaynous for to be. 

And litel coude of norture. 

To worships any creature 180 

Coveityse 

And next was peynted Coveityse, 

That eggeth folk, in many gyse. 

To take and yeve right nought ageyn. 

And grete tresours up to leyn 

And that is she that for usure 1815 

Leneth to many a creature 

The lasso for the more winning, 

So coveitous 18 her brennmg 
And that is she, for penyes fele, 

That techoth for to robbe and stele 190 
These thevcs, and these smale harlotes , 
And that is routhe, for by hir throtes 
Ful many oon hangeth at the laste 
She maketh folk compasse and caste 
To taken other folkes thing, 195 

Through robberie, or f miscounting 
And that is she that maketh trechoures , 
And she [that] maketh false pledoures, 
That with hir termes and hir domes 
Boon maydens, children, and eek gromes 
Hir heritage to forgo aoi 


Ful croked were hir hondes two , 

For Coveityse is ever wood 
To grypen other folkes good, 

Coveityse, for hir winning, 205 

Ful leef hath other mennes thing 
Avarice 

Another image set saugh I 
Next Coveityse faste by. 

And she was cleped Avarice 

Ful foul in peynting was that vice, 210 

Ful sad and caytif was she eek. 

And al-so grene as any leek 
So yvel hewed was hir colour, 

Hir semed have lived in langour 
She was lyk thing for hungre deed, 215 
That ladde hir lyf only by breed 
Kneden with eisel strong and egre , 

And therto she was lene and megre 
And she was clad ful povrely, 

A1 in an old torn -f courtepy, 220 

As she were al with dogges tom , 

And bothe bihinde and eek biforn 
Clouted was she beggarly 
A mantel heng hir faste by, 

Upon a perche, weyke and smalle , 225 

A burnet cote heng therwithalle, 

Furred with no menivere. 

But with a furre rough of here. 

Of lambe-skmnes hevy and blake , 

It was ful old, I undertake 230 

For A\aiico to clothe hir wel 
Ne hastoth hir, never a del , 

For certej nly it were hir loth 
To weren ofte that like cloth , 

And if it v ere forwered, she 235 

Wolde have ful greet necessitee 
Of clothing, er she boughte hir newe, 

Al were it bad of wolle and hewe 
This Avarice held in hir hande 
A purs, that heng [doun] by a bande , 240 
And that she hidde and bond so stronge. 
Men must abvde wonder longe 
Out of that purs er ther come ought, 

For that ne cometh not m hir thought , 
It was not, certem, hir entente 24s 
That fro that purs a peny wente. 

Envye 

And by that image, nygh y-nough. 

Was fpeynt Envye, that never lough, 

Nor never wel in herte ferde 

But-if she outher saugh or herdo 250 
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Som greet imschaunce, or greet disese 
No-thing may so moch hir plese 
As mischef and misaventnre , 

Or whan she seeth discomfiture 
fOn any worthy man [to] falle, a*;*) 

Than lyketh hir [ful] wel withalle 
She is ful glad in hir corage, 

If she see any greet linage 
Be brought to nought in shamful ^vyse 
And if a man in honour ryse, 

Or by his witte, or by prowesse, 

Of that hath she gret hevinesse , 

For, trusteth wel, she goth nigh wood 
When any chaunce happeth good 
Envye is of swich crueltee, 265 

That feith ne trouthe holdeth she 
To freend ne felawe, bad or good 
Ne she hath kin noon of hir blood. 

That she nis ful hir enemy , 

She nolde, I dar seyn hardely, *70 

Hir owne fader ferde wel 
And sore abyeth she everydel 
Hir malice, and hir maltalent 
For she is in so greet turment 
And hath such [wo], whan folk doth 
good, 275 

That nigh she melteth for pure A\ood , 
Hir herte kervoth and fto-breketh 
That god the peple wel awreketh 
Envye, v-wis, shal never letto 
Som blame upon the folk to sette, 280 
I trowe that if Envye, y-wis, 

Knewe the beste man that is 
On this syde or biyond the see, 

Yit somwhat lakken him woldo she 
And if he were so hende and wys, 285 
That she ne mighte al abate his prys, 

Yit wolde she blame his worthinesse. 

Or by hir wordes make it lesse 
I saugh Envye, in that peyntmg, 

Hadde a wonderful loking , 290 

For she ne loked but av ry, 

Or overthwart, al baggmglj 
And she hadde [eek] a foul usage , 

She mighte loke in no visage 

Of man or womman forth-right pleyn, 295 

But shette oon yS for disdeyn , 

So for envye brenned she 
Whan she mighte any man [y]-see. 

That fair, or worthy were, or wys, 

Or elles stood in folkes prys. 300 


Sorowe 

SoRowE was peynted next Envye 
Upon that walle of masonrye 
But wel was seen in hir colour 
That she hadde lived in langour , 

Hir semed have the Jaunyce 305 

Nought half so pale was Avaryce, 

Nor no thing lyk, [as] of lenesse , 

For sorowe, thought, and greet distresse. 
That she hadde sulfred day and night 
Made hir ful yelwe, and no-thing bright, 
Ful fade, pale, and megre also 31 1 

Was never wight yit half so wo 
As that hir seined for to be, 

Nor so fulfilled of ire as she 
I trowe that no wight mighte hir plese, 3 15 
Nor do that thing that mighte hir ese , 
Nor she ne wolde hir sorowe slake. 

Nor comfort noon unto hir take , 

So depe was hir wo bigonnen, 

And eek hir herte in angre ronnen, 320 
A sorowful thing wel semed she 
Nor she hadde no thing slowe be 
For to forcracchen al hir face, 

And for to frende in many place 

Hir clothes, and for to tere hir swire, 325 

As she that was fulfilled of ire , 

And al to-tom lay eek hir here 
Aboute hir shuldres, here and there. 

As she that hadde it al to-rent 
For angre and for maltalent 330 

And eek I telle you corteynly 
How that she weep ful tenderly 
In world nis wight so hard of herte 
That hadde seen hir sorowes smerte. 

That nolde have had of hir pitee, 335 
So wo-bigoon a thing was she 
She al to-dasshte hir-selt for wo. 

And smoot togider hir handes two 
To sorwe was she ful ententyf , 

That woful recchelees caityf , 340 

Hit roughte litel of pleying. 

Or of clipping or [of] kissing , 

For who-so sorweful is in herte 
Him liste not to pleye ne sterte. 

Nor for to daunsen, ne to singe, 345 
Ne may his herte in temper bringe 
To make joye on even or morowe , 

For joye is contraire unto sorowe 
Elde 

Eloe was peynted after this, 
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That shorter was a foot, y-wis, 350 

Than she was wont in her yonghede 
Unnethe hir-self she mighte fede , 

So feble and eek so old was she 
That faded was al hir beautee 
Ful salowe was waxen hir colour, 355 
Hir heed for-hoor was, whyt as flour 
Y-wis, gret qualm ne were it noon, 

Ne sinne, although hir lyf were gon 
Al woxen was hir body unwelde, 

And drye, and dwyned al for elde 360 
A foul forwelked thing was she 
That whylom round and softe had be 
Hir eros shoken fast withalle. 

As from her heed they wolde falle 
Hit face frounced and forpyned, 365 
And bothe hir hondes lorn, fordwyned 
So old she was that she ne wente 
A foot, but it weie by potente 
Time 

The Tyme, that passeth night and day. 
And restelees travayleth ay, 370 

And steleth from us so prively, 

That to us someth sikerly 
That it in oon point dwelleth ever, 

And certes, it ne resteth never, 

But goth so faste, and passeth ay, 375 
That ther ms man that thinke may 
Wliat tyme that now present is 
Asketh at these clerkes this , 

For [er] men thmke it redily, 

Three tymes been y-passed by 380 

The tyme, that may not sojoume. 

But goth, and -fnever may retourne, 

As water that doun renneth ay, 

But never drope retourne may , 

Ther may no-thing as tyme endure, 385 
Metal, nor orthely creature , 

For alle thmg it fret, and shal 
The tyme eek, that chaungeth al. 

And al doth waxe and fostred be, 

And alle thing distroyeth he 390 

The tyme, that eldeth our auncessours 
And eldeth kinges and emperours, 

And that us alle shal overoomen 
Er that deeth us shal have nomen 
The tyme, that hath al in welde 395 
To elden folk, had maad hir elde 
So inly, that, to my witing. 

She mighte helpe hir-self no-thmg. 

But turned ageyn unto childhede , 


She had no-thmg hir-self to lede, 400 
Ne wit ne pith in[with] hir holde 
More than a child of two yeer olde 
But natheles, I trowe that she 
Was fair sumtyme, and fresh to see. 
Whan she was in hir rightful age 405 
But she was past al that passage 
And was a doted thing bicomen 
A furred cope on had she nomen , 

Wei had she clad hir-self and warm, 

For cold mighte elles doon hir harm 410 
These olde folk have alwey colde, 

Hit kind is swiche, whan they ben 
olde 

Pope holy 

Another thing was doon ther write, 
Tliat semede lyk an ipoonte. 

And it was cleped Pope-holy 415 

That like is she that prively 
Ne spareth never a wikked dede, 

Whan men of hir taken non hede , 

And maketh hir outward precious, 

With pale visage and pitous, 420 

And semeth a simple creature , 

But ther ms no misaventure 
That she ne thenketh in hir corage 
Pul lyk to hir was that image, 

That malted was lyk hir semblaunce 425 
She was ful simple of countenance. 

And she was clothed and eek shod. 

As she wero, for the love of god, 

Yolden to religioun, 

Swich semed hir devocioun 430 

A sauter held she faste in honde. 

And bisily she gan to fonde 

To make many a feynt prayere 

To god, and to his seyntes dere 

Ne she was gay, fresh, ne jolyf, 435 

But semed be ful ententyf 

To gode werkes, and to faire. 

And therto she had on an haire 
Ne certes, she was fat no-thmg, 

But semed wery for fasting , 440 

Of colour pale and deed was she 
From hir the gate fshal wemed be 
Of paradys, that blisful place , 

For swich folk maketh lene hir •fface, 

As Crist seith m his evangyle, 445 

To gete hem prys m toun a whyle , 

And for a litel glone veme 
They lesen god and eek his reme 
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And alderlast of everichoon, 

Was peynted Povket al aloon, 450 

That not a peny hadde in wolde, 
Al-thongh [that] she hir clothes solde, 
And though she shulde anhonged be, 

For naked as a worm was she 
And if the weder stormy were, 4 S') 

For colde she shulde have deyed there 
She nadde on but a streit old sak, 

And many a clout on it ther stak , 

This was hir cote and hir mantel, 

No more was there, never a del, 460 
To clothe her with , I undertake, 

Gret leyser hadde she to quake 
And she was put, that I of talke, 

Fer fro these other, up in an halke , 
There lurked and there coured she , 465 

For povre thing, wher-so it be, 

Is shamfast, and despysed ay 
Acursed may wel be that day. 

That povre man conceyved is , 

For god wot, al to selde, y-wis, 470 

Is any povre man wel fed, 

Or wel arayed or y-cled, 

Or wel biloved, in swich wyse 
In honour that he may aryse 

AUe these thinges, wel avvsed, 47S 
As I have you er this devysed, 

With gold and asure over alle 
Depeynted were upon the walle 
Squar was the wal, and high somdel , 
Enclosed, and y-barrod wel, 480 

In stede of hegge, was that gardin , 

Com never shepherde therm 

Into that gardyn, wel [y-]wrought, 

Who-so that me coude have brought, 

By fladdre, or elles by degree, 48 

It wolde wel have lyked me 

For swich solace, swich joye, and play, 

I trowe that never man ne say. 

As in that place delitous 

The gardin was not daungerous 490 

To herberwe briddes many oon 

So riche a fyerd was never noon 

Of briddes songe, and braunches grene 

Therm were briddes mo, I wene, 

Than been in alle the rewme of Fraunce 
Ful bhsful was the accordaunce 496 
Of swete and pitous songe they made, 

For al this world it oughte glade 


And I my-self so mery ferde. 

Whan I hir blisful songes herde, kIoo 
T hat for an hundred pound 'j-nolde I, — 
If that the passage openly 
Hadde been unto me fiee— 

That I nolde entren for to see 
Thassemblee, god fit kepe and were ’ f)05 

Of briddes, wliiche thermne were. 

That songen, through hir mery throtes, 
Daunces of love, and merv notes 

Whan I thus herde foules singe, 

I fel faste m a weymentinge, 510 

By which art, or by what engyn 
I mighte come in that gardyn , 

But way I couthe finde noon 
Into that gardin for to goon 
Ne nought wiste I if that ther were 515 
Eyther hole or place [o] where. 

By which I mighte have entree , 

Ne ther was noon to tec he me , 

For I was al aloon, y-wis, 

fFul wo and anguissous of this 520 

Til atte last bithoughte I me. 

That by no weye ne mighte it be , 

That ther nas laddre or wey to passe. 

Or hole, into so fair a place 

Tho gan I go a ful gret pas 525 

Envyroning even in compas 
Tho closing of the square wal. 

Til that I fond a wiket smal 
So shet, that I ne mighte in goon. 

And other entree was ther noon 530 
The Door 

Upon this dore I gan to smyte. 

That was [so] fetys and so lyte , 

For other wey coude I not seke 
Ful long I shoof, and knokked eke. 

And stood ful long and of[t] herkning 5^5 
If that I herde fa wight coming , 

Til that the dore of thilke entree 
A mayden curteys opened me 
Ydelnesse 

Hir heer was as yelowe of hewe 

As any basin scoured newe 540 

Hir flesh [as] tendre as is a chike. 

With bente browes, smothe and slike. 

And by mesure large were 

The opening of hir y6n clere 

Hir nose of good proporcioun, 545 

Hir y6n greye as a faucoun. 

With swete breeth and wel savoured. 
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Hir face whyt and wel coloured, 

With htel mouth, and round to see , 

A clove chin eek hadde she 550 

Hir nekke was of good fasoun 
In lengthe and gretnesse, by resoun, 
Withoute bleyne, scabbe, or royne 
Fro Jerusalem unto Burgoyne 
Ther ms a fairer nekke, y-wis, 

To fele how smothe and soffce it is 
Hir throte, al-so whyt of hewe 
As snow on braunche snowed newe 
Of body ful wel wrought was she , 

Men neded not, in no cuntree, ^60 

A fairer body for to seke 
And of fyn orfrays had she eke 
A chapelet so semly oon 
Ne wered never may do upon , 

And faire above that chapelet 565 

A rose gerland had she set 

►She liadde [in honde] a gay mirour, 

And with a riche gold tressour 
Hir heed was tressed queyntelj , 

Hir sieves sewed fetisly 570 

And for to kepe hir hondes fairo 
Of gloves whyte she hadde a paire 
And she hadde on a cote of grene 
Of cloth of Gaunt , withouten wene, 

Wel semed by hir apparayle 57«j 

She was not wont to greet travayle 
For whan she kempt was fetisly, 

And wel arayed and richely, 

Thanne had she doon al hir joumee , 

For mery and wel bigoon was she 580 
She ladde a lusty lyf in May, 

She hadde no thought, by night ne day. 
Of no-thing, but it were oonly 
To graythe hir wel and uncouthly 
Whan that this dore hadde opened me 
This fmayden, semely for to see, sSd 
I thanked hir as I best mighte. 

And axede hir how that she highte, 

And what she was, I axede eke 

And she to me was nought unmeke, 590 

Ne of hir answer daungerous, 

But faire answerde, and seide thus — 

‘ Lo, sir, my name is Ydei nessf , 

So clepe men me, more and lesse 

Ful mighty and ful riche am I, <;95 

And that of oon thing, namely , 

For I entende to no-thmg 
But to my joye, and my pleymg, 


And for to kembe and tresse me 
Aqueynted am I, and pnvee 600 

With Mirthe, lord of this gardyn, 

That fro the lande •{'Alexandryn 
Made the trees f be hider fet. 

That in this gardin been y-set 604 

And when the trees were woxen on highte, 
This wal, that stant here m thy sighte, 
Dide Mirthe enclosen al nboute , 

And these images, al withoute, 

He dido hem bothe entaile and peynte, 
That neither ben jolyf ne queynte, 610 
But they ben tul ot sorowe and wo. 

As thou hast seen a whyle ago 

‘ And ofte tyme, him to solace. 

Sir Mirthe cometh into this place, 

And eek with him cometh his meynee, 
That liven in lust and jolitee 616 

And now is Mirthe therm, to heie 
The briddes, how they singen c lore, 

The mavis and the nightingale, 

An<l other joly briddes smale 620 

And thus he walketh to solace 
Him and his folk , tor swetter place 
To pleyen in he may not fiiide, 

Although he soughte oon in-til Inde 
The alther-lairest lolk to see 625 

That in tins world may founde be 
Hath Mirthe w ith him in his route. 

That folowen him alwayes aboute ’ 

Wlien Ydelnesso had told al this. 

And I hadde heikned wol, >-wis, 630 
Than seide I to dame Ydelnosse, 

‘ Now al-so wisly god mo blesse, 

Sith Mirthe, that is so fair and free, 

Is in this yerde witli his meynee, 

Fro thilko assemblee, if I may, 635 

Shal no man werne me to-daj , 

That I this night ne mote it see 

For, wel weno I, ther with him be 

A fair and joly companye 

Fulfilled of alle curtesye ’ 64c 

And forth, without wordos mo, 

In at the wiket wente I tho, 

That Ydelnesse hadde opened me, 

Into that gardin fair to see 
The Garden 

And whan I was [ther]m, y-wis, 645 
Myn herto was ful glad of this. 

For wel wende I ful sikerly 
Have been m paradys erth[e]ly , 
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8o fair it wa*?, that, trusteth wel, 

It semed a place espirituel 650 

For certes, as at my devys, 

Ther is no place m paradys 
So good in for to dwelle or be 
As in that Gardiu, thoughto me , 

For there was many a brid singing, 651; 
Throughout the yerde al thnnging 
In many places were nightingales, 

Alpes, finches, and wodewalcs, 

That in her sweto song delyten 
In thilke fplace as they habyten 660 
Ther mighte men see many flokkes 
Of turtles and [of] laverokkes 
Chalaundres fcle saw I there, 

That wery, nigh forsongen •vv ere 

And thrustles, terms, and mavys, 665 

That songon for to wmne horn prys, 

And eek to sormounte m hir song 
f-These other briddes hem among 
By note made fair servyse 
Tliese briddes, that I you devj se , 670 

They songe liir song as faire and wel 
As angels doon espirituel 
And, trusteth wel, whan I hem herde, 
Full lustily and wel I ferde , 

For never yit swich melodye 671J 

Was herd of man that mighte dye 
Swich swete song was hem among, 

That me thoughto it no briddes song, 

But it was wonder lyk to be 

Song of mermaydens of the see , 680 

That, for her singing is so clere. 

Though we mermaydens clepe hem here 
In English, as in our usaunco. 

Men clepe[n] hem sereyns in Fraunce 
Ententif weren for to singe 685 

These briddes that nought unkunninge 
Were of hir craft, and apprentys. 

But of [hir] song sotyl and wys 
And certes, whan I herde hir song, 

And saw the grene place among, 690 
In herte I wex so wonder gay, 

That I was never erst, er that day, 

So jolyf, nor so wel bigo, 

Ne mery in herte, as I was tho 

And than wiste I, and saw ful wel, 695 

That Ydelnesse me served wel. 

That me putte in swich jolitee 
Hir freend wel oughte I for to be, 

81th she the dore of that gardyn 


Hadde opened, and me leten in 700 

From hennesforth how that I wroughte, 
I shal you tellen, as me thoughte 
First, whereof Mirthe served there. 

And eek what folk ther with him were, 
Without[e] fable I wol descryve 705 

And of that gardin eok as blyve 
I wol you tellen after this 
The faire fasoun al, y-wis. 

That wel [y-]wrought was tor the nones, 

I may not telle you al at ones 710 

But as I may and can, I shal 
By ordre tellen you it al 

Ful fair servyse and eek ful swete 
Tliese briddes maden as they sete 
Layes of love, ful wel sownmg 715 

They songen in hir jargonmg , 

Summe highe and summe eek lowe songe 
Upon the braunches grene y spronge 
The sweetnesso of hir melodye 
Made al myn herte m freverdye 720 
And whan that I hadde herd, I trowo, 
These briddes singing on a rowe. 

Than mighte I not withholde me 
That I ne wente in for to see 
Sir Mirthe , for my desiring 7^5 

Was him to seen, over alle thing, 

His countenaunce and his manere 
That sighte was to me ful dere 

Sir Mirthe 

Tlio wente I forth on my right bond 
Doun by a litel path I fond 730 

Of mentes ful, and fenel grene , 

And faste by, withoi^te wene. 

Sir Mirthf I fond , and right anoon 
Unto sir Mirthe gan I goon, 

Ther-as he was, him to solace 735 

And with him, in that lusty place, 

So fair folk and so fresh hadde he, 

That whan I saw, I wondred me 
Fro whennes swich folk mighte come, 

So faire they weren, alle and some , 740 

For they were lyk, as to my sighte, 

To angels, that ben fetherod brighte. 

Gladnesse 

This folk, of which I telle you so, 

Upon a carole wenten tho 
A lady caroled hem, that highte 745 
Gladnesse, [the] blisful, the lighte , 

Wel coude she singe and lustily, 

Non half so wel and semely* 
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And make m song swicli refieinmge, 

It sat liir wonder wel to singe 750 

Hir \ois ful doer was and ful swete 
She was nought rude ne unmete, 

But couthe y-now of swich doing 

As longeth unto caroling 

For she was wont in every place 7^5 

To singen first, folk to solace , 

For singing most she gaf hir to , 

No craft had she so leef to do 

Tho mightest thou caioles seen, 

And folk [ther] daunce and meiybeen, 760 
And ( make many a fair tourning 
Upon tho grene gras springing 
Thor mightest thou see these floutours, 
Minstrales, and eek jogelours, 

That wel to singe dide hir peyne 765 
Somme songe songes of Loreyne* 

For in Loreyne hir notes bo 
Ful swettor than in this con tree 
Ther was many a timbestere, 

And saylours, that I dar wel swere 770 
Couthe hir ciaft ful paifitl> 

The timbres up ful sotilly 

They caste, and hente[n hem] ful ofte 

Upon a finger faire and softe, 

That they [ne] fayled never-mo 7715 

Ful fttis damisellos two, 

Eight yonge, and fulle of semlihedo, 

In kirtles, and non other wede, 

And fane tiossed every tresse, 

Had Mirthe doon, for his noblesse, 780 
Amiddo tho carolo for to daunce , 

But her-of lyth no ^emombraunce, 

How that they daunced queyntcly 
That oon woldo come al prively 
Agayn that other and whan they wore 
Togidre almost, they threwe y-fore 78b 
Hir mouthes so, that through hir play 
It seined as they kiste alway , 

To daunccn wel coudo they the gyso , 
Wliat shuldo I more to you devyse ? 790 

Ne f bedo I never thonnes go, 

WTiyles that I saw hem daunce so 
Curtesye 

Upon the carole wondei faste 
I gan biholde , til atte laste I 

A lady gan me for to espye, 795 

And she was cleped Cuktksi f, j 

The worshipful, the debonaiio , 

I pray god ever falle hir faire I j 
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Ful curteisly she called me, 

‘ What do ye there, beau sire ? ' quod 

she, 800 

‘ Come [neer], and if it lyke yow 
To dauncen, daunceth with us now * 

And I, withoute tarying, 

Wente into the caroling 
I was abasshed never a del, 805 

But it me lykede right wel 
That Curtesye me cleped so. 

And bad me on the daunce go 

For if I hadde durst, certey n 

I wolde have caroled right fayn, 810 

As man that was to daunce blythe 

Than gan I loken ofte sythe 

Tho shap, the bodies, and the cheres, 

The countenaunce and the maneres 
Of alle tho folk that daunccd there, 815 
And I shal telle what they were 
Mirthe 

Ful fair was Mirthe, ful Long and high , 
A fairer man I never sigh 
As round as appel was his face, 

Ful rody and whyt in every place 820 
Fetys he was and wel beseye, 

With metely mouth and yt,n greye , 

His nose by mesure wrought ful right , 
Crisp was his heer, and eek ful blight 
His shuldres of a largo brede, 825 

And smali&h in the girdilstede 
He somed ly k a portrcituro. 

So noble he was of his statuio, 

I ' 

So fair, so joly, and so fetys, 

With limes wrought at poyut devys, 830 
Deliver, smert, and of gret might , 

Ne sawe thou never man so light 
Of berde unnethe hadde he no-thing, 

For it was in the firste spring 
Ful yong he was, and mery of thought, 
And in samyt, with briddes wrought 8^6 
And with gold beten fetisly , 

His body was clad ful richely 
Wrought was his robe in straunge gy so, 
And al to-slitered for queyntyse 840 
In many a place, lowe and hye 
And shod he was with greet maistrye, 
With shoon decoped, and with laas. 

By druerye, and by solas. 

His leef a rosen chapelet 845 

Had maad, and on his heed it set 

And wite ye who was his leef ? 
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Gladnesse 

Dame GhCiADKSs ther was him so leef, 
That singeth so wel with glad corage, 
That from she was twelve yeer of age, 850 
She of hir love graimt him made 
Sir Mirthe hir by the linger hadde 
[In] daunsmg, and she him also , 

Gret love was atwixe hem two 
Bothe were they faire and brighte of hewe, 
She semede lyk a rose newe 8^6 

Of colour, and hir flesh so tendro, 

That with a hrere smale and slendre 
Men mighte it cleve, I dar wel fsayn 
Hir forheed, frouncelos al fplayn 860 
Bente were liir browes two, 

Hir y6n greye, and gladde also, 

That laughede ay in hir semblaunt, 

First or the mouth, by covenaunt 
I fnoot what of hir nose descryve , Sds: 
So fair hath no womman alyve 
Hit heer was yelowe, and deer shyuing, 

I wot no lady so lyknig 
Of orfrays fresh was hii gerland , 

I, whiche seen ha\ e a thousand, 870 
Saugh ne\ er, y-wis, no gerlond yit 
So wel [y]-wrought of silk as it 
And in an over gilt samyt 
Clad she was, by gret delyt 
Of which liir leef a robe wer<le, 87 s 

The myrior she in herte ferde 
Cupide 

And next liir wente, on hir other syde. 
The god of Love, that can devyde 
Love, 'fas him lyketh it [to] be 
But he can cherles daunten, he, 880 
And maken folkes pryde fallen 
And he can wel these lordes tlirallen. 
And ladies jmtte at lowe degree, 

Whan he may hem to proude see 

This God of Love of his fasoun 8815 
Was lyk no knave, ne quistrouii , 

His beautee gretly was to pryse 
But of his robe to devyse 
I drede encombred for to be 
For nought y-clad in silk was he, 890 
But al in floures and flourettes, 

Y-painted al with amorettes , 

And with losenges and scochouns, 

With briddes, libardes, and lyouns. 

And other beestes wrought ful wel 895 
His gamement was everj del 


Y-portreyd and y-wrought with floures, 
By dyvers medling of ooloures 
Floures ther were of many gyse 
Y-set by compas in assyse , 900 

Ther lakked no flour, to my dome, 

Ne nought so muche as flour of brome, 
Ne violete, no eek pervenke, 

Ne flour non, that man can on thenke , 

And many a rose-leef ful long 905 

Was entermedled ther-among 

And also on his heed was set 

Of roses redo a chapelet 

But nightingales, a ful gret route, 

That flyen over his heed aboute, 910 
The leves felden as they flyen , 

And he was al with briddes wryen. 

With popinjay, with nightingale. 

With chalaundre, and with wodewale, 
With finch, with lark,andwith archaungel 
He semede as he were an aungel 916 
That doun were comen fro hevene clere 
Swete Loking 

Love hadde with him a bachelere, 

That he made alwoyes with him be , 
Swetf-Lokino cleped was he 920 

This bachelere stood biholding 
The daunce, and in his honde holding 
fTurke bowes two hadde he 
That oon of hem was of a tree 
That bereth a fruyt of savour wikke , 925 
Ful croked was that foule stikke, 

And knotty here and there also, 

And blak as bery, or any slo 
That other bowe was qf a plante 
Without wem, I dar warante, 930 

Ful even, and by proporcioun 
Tretys and long, of good fasoun 
And it was peynted wel and thwiten, 

And over-al diapred and writen 
With ladies and with bacheleres, 935 
Ful lightsom and [ful] glad of chores 
These bowes two held Swete-Loking, 

That semed lyk no gadeling 
And ten brode arowes held he there, 

Of which five in his right bond were 940 
But they were shaven wel and dight, 
Nokked and fethered a-right , 

And al they were with gold bigoon. 

And stronge poynted everichoon, 

And sharpe for to kerven week 945 

But iren was ther noon ne steel , 
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For al was gold, men mighte it see, 
Out-take the fetheres and the tree 

Beautee 

The swiftest of these arowes fyve 
Out of a howe for to dryve, 950 

And best [y]-fethered for to flee, 

And fairest eek, was cleped Beautee, 
Simplesse 

That other arowe, that hurteth lesse, 

Was cleped, as I trowe, Simplessf 
Fraunchyae 

The thridde cleped was Frauncuyse, 955 
That fethered was, in noble wyse, 

With valour and with curtesye 

Comp any e 

The fourthe was cleped Companyb, 

That bevy for to -f sheten is , 

But who-so sheteth right, y-wis, 960 
May therwith doon gret harm and wo 
Pair Semblaunt 

The fifte of these, and laste also, 
Fair-Sfmblaunt men that arowe calle, 
Tlie leeste grevous of hem alle , 

Yit can it make a ful gret wounde, 965 
But he may hope his sores sounde. 

That huii) is with that arowe, y-wis , 

His wo the bet bistowod is. 

For ho may sonor have gladnesse, 

His langour oughte be the lesse 970 

Fyve arowes were of other gyse, 

Tliat been ful foulo to devyse , 

For shaft and endo, sooth to telle, 

Were al-so blak as feend in belle 
Pryde 

The first of hem is called Pryoe , 97>j 

Vilanye 

That other arowe next him bisyde, 

It was [y]-cleped Vilanye , 

Tliat arowe was as with felonyo 
Envenimed, and with spitous blame 
Shame 

Tlie thridde of hem was cleped Shame 980 
Wanhope 

The fourthe, Wanhope cleped is, 

Newe Thought 

The fifte, the Kkwe-Thouoht, y-wis 
These arowes that I speke of here, 

Were alle fyve f of oon manere, 

And alle were they resemblable 985 

To hem was wel sitting and able 
The foule croked bowe hidous, 
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That knotty was, and al roynous 

That bowe semede wel to sheto 

These arowes fyve, that been unmete, 990 

Contrarie to that other fyve 

But though I telle not as blyve 

Of hir power, ne of liir might, 

Her-after shal I tellen right 
The sotho, and eek signifiaunce, 995 
As fer as I have remembraunce 
Al shal be seid, I undertake, 

Er of this boke an ende I make 

Now come I to my tale ageyn 
But alderfirst, I wol you sej n 1000 

The fasoun and the countenaunces 
Of al the folk that on the daunce is 
The God of Love, jolyf and light, 

Ladde on his honde a lady bright, 

Of high prys, and of greet degree loo*; 

Beautee 

This lady called was Beautee, 
f As was an arowe, of which I tolde 
Ful wel [y]-thewed was she holde , 

Ne she was derk ne broun, but bright, 
And deer as [is] the mone-light, 1010 
Ageyn whom alle the sterres semen 
But smale candels, as we demen 
Hir flesh was tendre as dewe of flour, 

Hir chere was simple as b;v'rde in hour , 
As whyt as lilie or rose in rys 1015 

Hir face, gen til and tretys 
Fetys she was, and smal to see , 

No fwindred browes hadde she, 

Ne popped hir, for it nedod nought 
To windi e hir, or to pej nte hir ought 1020 
Hir tresses yclowo and longe straughten, 
Unto hir heles doun they raughten 
Hir nose, hir mouth, and eye and cheke 
Wel WTOught, and al the remenaunt eke 
A ful gret savour and a swote 102*5 

Me •j'thinketh in myn herte rote, 

As helpe me god, whan I remembre 
Of the fasoun of every membre ’ 

In world is noon so fair a wight , 

For yong she w as, and hewed bright, 1030 
f Wys, plesaunt, and fetys withalle, 
Gente, and in hir middel smalle 

Richesse 

Bisyde Beauto yede Bichesse, 
f An high lady of greet noblesse. 

And greet of prys in every place 1035 
But who-so duxste to hir trespace, 
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Or til liir folk, in fworde or dede, 

He were fal hardy, out of drode , 

For bothe she helpe and hindre may 
And that is nought of yisterday 1040 
That riche folk have ful gret might 
To helpe, and eek to greve a wight 
The beste and grettest of valour 
Diden Richesse ful gret honour, 

And besy weren hir to serve , 1045 

For that they wolde hir love deserve. 
They cleped hir ‘ Lady,’ grete and smalle , 
This wyde world hir dredeth alle , 

This world is al in hir daungere 

Hir court hath many a losengere, 1050 

And many a trayf our envious. 

That been ful besy and curious 
For to dispreisen, and to blamo 
That best deserven love and name* 

Bifore the folk, hem to bigylen, lo*,'; 
These losengeres hem preyse, and smylen. 
And thus the world with word anoynten , 
But afterward they fprikke and poynten 
The folk right to the bare boon, 

Bihinde her bak whan they ben goon. 
And foule abate the folkes prys looi 
Ful many a worthy man and wys, 

An hundred, have [they] don to dye. 
These losengeres, through flaterye , 

And maketh folk ful straunge be, 1065 

Ther as hem oughte be prive 

Wei yvel mote they thryve and thee. 

And 3rvel aryved mote they be, 

These losengeres, ful of envye ’ 

No good man loveth hir companye 1070 
Richesse a robe of purpre on hadde, 

Ne trowe not that I lye or madde , 

For m this world is noon it liche, 

Ne by a thousand deel so riche, 

Ne noon so fair , for it ful wel io7«; 

With orfrays leyd was everydel. 

And portrayed in the ribaninges 
Of dukes stories, and of kinges 
And with a bend of gold tasseled, 

And knoppes fyne of gold famoled 1080 
Aboute hir nekke of gentil entaile 
Was shet the riche chevesaile, 

In which ther was ful gret plentee 
Of stones clere and bright to see 
Bychesse a girdel hadde upon, 1085 
The bokel of it was of a stoon 
Of vertu grectj and mochel of might , 


For who-so bar the stoon so bright, 

Of venim ')*thurte him no-thing doute, 
While he the stoon hadde him aboute 
That stoon was greetly for to love, 1091 
And til a riche mannes bihove 
Worth al the gold in Rome and Fryse 
The mourdaunt, wought in noble wyse, 
Was of a stoon ful precious, lop*? 

Tliat was so fyn and vertuous, 

That hool a man it coude make 

Ot palasye, and of tooth-ake 

And yit the stoon hadde suche a grace, 

That he was siker in every place, i nx) 

Al thilke day, not blind to been, 

That fasting mighte that stoon seen 
Tlie barres were of gold ful fyne, 

Upon a tissu of satyne, 

Ful hevy, greet, and no-thing light, 1105 
In everich was a besaunt-wight 
Upon the tresses of Richesse 
Was set a cercle, for noblesse, 

Of brend gold, that ful lighte shoon , 

So fair, trowe I, was never noon iiio 
But he were cunning, for the nones, 
That coude devysen alle the stones 
Tliat in that cercle shewen clere , 

It IS a wonder thing to here 

For no man coude preyse or gesse 1115 

Of hem the valewe or richesse 

Rubyes there were, saphyres, 'j'jagouncea 

And emeraudes, more than two ounces 

But al bifore, ful sotilly, 

A fyn carboucle set saugh I 1120 

The stoon so deer was and so bright, 
That, al-so sone as it was night. 

Men mighte seen to go, for node, 

A myle or two, in lengthe and brede 
Swich light [tho] sprang out of the stoon, 
That Richesse wonder brighte shoon, 1126 
Bothe hir heed, and al hir face, 

And eke aboute hir al the place 

Dame Richesse on hir bond gan lede 
A yong man ful of semelihede, 1130 

That she best loved of any thing , 

His lust was muche in housholding 
In clothing was he ful fetys, 

And lovede wel have hors of prys 
He wende to have reproved be 1135 

Ot thefte or mordre, if that he 
Hadde in his stable an hakeney 
And therfore he desyred ay 
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To been aqneynted with Bichesse , 

For al his purpos, as I gesse, 1140 

Was for to make greet dispense, 
Withoute werning or defence 
And Richesse might it wel sustene, 

And hir dispenses wel mayntene, 

And him alwey swich plentee sende 1145 
Of gold and silver for to spende 
Withoute lakking or daungere, 

As it were poured in a garnere 
Largesse 

And after on the daunce wente 
Laroesse, that sette al hir entente 1150 
For to be honourable and free , 

Of Alexandres kin was she , 

Hir moste joye was, y-wis. 

Whan that she yaf, and seide ‘ have this ’ 
Not Avarice, the foule oaptyf, iiS5 

Was half to grype so ententyf. 

As Largesse is to ye\ e and spende 
And god y-nough alwey hir sende, 

So that the more she yaf awey, 

The more, y-wis, she hatdde alwey 1160 
Gret loos hath Largesse, and gret prys , 
For bothe wys folk and unwys 
Were hoolly to hir baundon brought, 

So wel with yiftes hath she wrought 
And if she hadde an enemy, 1165 

I trowe, that she coude craftily 
Make him ful sone hir freend to be, 

So large of yift and free was she , 
Therfore she stood in love and grace 
Of riche and povre in every place 1170 
A ful gret fool is he, y-wis. 

That bothe riche and nigaid is 
A lord may have no maner vice 
That greveth more than avarice 
For nigard never with strengthe of bond 
May V inne him greet lordship or lond 
For freendes al to fewe hath he 1177 
To doon Ins wil perfourmed be 
And who-so wol have freendes here, 

He may not holde his tresour dere 1180 
For by ensample I telle this, 

Right as an adamaunt, y-wis, 

Can drawen to him sotilly 
The yren, that is leyd thereby, 

So draweth folkes hertes, y-wis, 1185 
Silver and gold that yeven is 

Largesse hadde on a robe fresshe 
Of riche purpur fSarsmesshe 


Wel fourmed was hir face and clere, 

And opened had she hir colere , 1190 

For she right there hadde in present 
Unto a lady maad present 
Of a gold broche, ful wel wrought 
And certes, it missat hir nought , 

For through hir smokke, wrought with 

silk, 1195 

The flesh was seen, as whyt as milk 
Largesse, that worthy was and wys. 

Held by the honde a knight of prys. 

Was sib to Arthour of Bretaigne 
And that was he that bar the epseigne 
Of worship, and the fgonfanoun 1201 

And yit he is of swich renoun. 

That men of him seye faire thinges 
Bifore barouns, erles, and kinges 
This knight was comen al newely 1205 

Fro tourneyingo faste by , 

Ther hadde he doon gret chivalrye 
Through his vertu and his maistrye , 

And for the love of his lemman 
f Had cast doun many a doughty man 1210 
Fraiinchyse 

And next him daunced dame Fraun- 

CHTSE, 

Arrayed in ful noble gyse 

She was not broun ne dmi of hewe, 

But whyt as snowe y-fallen newe 

Hir nose was wrought at poynt devys,i2i5 

For it was gentil and tretys , 

With eyen gladde, and browes bente , 
Hir heer doun to hir heles wente 
And she was simple as dowve on tree, 

Ful debonaire of herte was she 1220 
She durste never seyn ne do 
But that [thing] that hir longed to 
And if a man were in distresse. 

And for hir love in hevinesse, 

Hir herte wolde have ful greet pitee, 1225 
She was so amiable and free 
For were a man for hir bistad, 

She woldo ben right sore adrad 
That she dide over greet outrage, 

But she him holpe his harm to aswage , 
Hit thoughte it elles a vilanye 1231 

And she hadde on a sukkenye. 

That not of i hempen herdes was , 

So fair was noon in alle Arras. 

Lord, it was rideled fetysly * i «35 

Ther nas nat foo poynt, trewely, 
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That it nas in h is right assyse 
Fnl wel y-clothed was Fraunchyse , 

For ther is no cloth sitteth bet 

On damiselle, tlian doth rohet 1240 

A womman wel more fotys is 

In roket than in cote, y-wis 

The whyte roket, ridelod faire, 

"tBitokened, that tul dcbonaire 

And swete was she that it here 124=^ 

By hir daunced a bachelere , 

I can not telle you what he highto, 

But fair he was, and of good highte, 

A 1 hadde he be, I sey no more, 

The lordes sone of Windesore 125:0 

Curtesye 

And next that daunced Curtes\e, 

That preised was of lowe and hye, 

For neither jiroud ne fool was she 
She for to daunoe called me, 

(I pray god yeve hir right good grace ') 1255 
Whan I com first into the place 
She was not nyce, ne outrageous, 

But wys and war, and vertuous, 

Of faire speche, and faire answero , 

Was never wight misseid of here , 1260 

She bar no rancour to no wight 
Cleer broun she was, and therto bright 
Of face, of body avenaunt , 

I wot no lady so plesaunt 

She were worthy for to bene 1265 

An emperesse or crouncd queue 

And by hir wente a knight dauncing 
That worthy was and wel speking, 

And ful wel coude he doon honour 
The knight was fair and stif in stour, 1270 
And in armure a semely man, 

And wel biloved of his lemman 
Ydelnesse 

Fair Ydelnesse than saugh I, 

That alwey was me faste by 

Of hir have I, withouten fayle, 1275 

Told yow the shap and aparayle , 

For (as I seide) lo, that was she 
That dide me so great bountee, 

That she the gate of the gardin 
Undide, and leet me passen in 1280 

Youtlie 

And after daunced, as I gesse, 
•j-YouTHE, fulfild of lustinesse, 

That nas not yit twelve yeer of age. 

With herte wilde, and thought volage , 


Nyce she was, but she ne mente 1285 
Noon harm ne slight in hir entente, 

But only lust and jolitee 
For yon go folk, wel witen ye, 

Have litel thought but on hir play 
Hir lemman was bisyde alway, 1290 

In swich a gyse, that he hir kiste 
At alle tymes that him listo. 

That al the daunce mighte it see , 

They make no force of privetee , 

For who spak of hem yvel or wcl, 1295 
They were ashamed never-a-del, 

But men mighte seen hem kisse there, 

As it two yonge douves were 
For yong was thilke bachelere, 

Of beaute wot I noon his pere , 1300 

And he was right of swich an age 
As Youthe his leef and swich coiage 
The lusty folk -j thus daunced there. 
And also other that with hem were, 

That weren alle of hir meynoe , 1305 

Ful hende folk, and wys, and free, 

And folk of fair port, trewely, 

Ther weren alle comunly 

Whan I hadde seen the countenaunces 
Of hem that ladden thus these daunces, 
Than hadde I wil to goon and see 1311 
The gardin that so lyked me, 

And loken on these faire floreres, 

On pyn-trees, cedres, and oliveres 
The daunces than fy ended were , 1315 

For many of hem that daunced there 
Were with hir loves went awey 
Under the trees to have hir pley 
A, lord ' they lived lustily ' 

A gret fool were he, sikerly, 1320 

That nolde, his thankes, swich lyf lede ' 
For this dar I seyn, out of drede. 

That who so mighte so wel fare, 

For better lyf f thurte him not care , 

For ther nis so good paradys 1325 

As have a love at his devys 
Out of that place wente I tho. 

And in that gardin gan I go, 

Pleying along ful merily 

The God of Love ful hastely 1330 

Unto him Swete-Loking clepte, 

No longer wolde he that *f'he kepte 
His bowe of golde, that shoon so bright. 
He f bad him bende it anon-right , 

And he ful sone [it] sette f on ende, 1335 
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And at a braid he gan it bende, 

And took him of his arowes fyve, 

Ful sharpe and redy for to dryve 
Now god that sit in magestee 
Fro deedly woundes kepe me, 1340 

If so be that he fwol me shete , 

For if I with his arowe mete, 

It 'I'wol me greven sore, y-wis ’ 

But I, that no-thing wiste of this, 

Wente up and doun ful many a wey, 134') 
And he me folwed faste alwey , 

But no-wher wolde I reste me, 

Til I hadde al the fyerde in be 
The gardm was, by mesunng, 

Bight even and squar in compassing , 13SO 
It was as long as it was large 
The Trees 

Of fruyt hadde every tiee his charge, 

But it were any hidous tree 
Of winch ther were two or three 
Ther were, and that wot I ful wel, 1^55 
Of pomgarnettes a ful grot del , 

That IS a fruyt ful wel to lyke, 

Namely to folk whan they ben syke 
And trees ther were, greet foisoun, 

That baren notes in hir sesoun, 1360 
Such as men notemigges callo, 

That swote of savour been withalle. 

And alemandres greet plenteo, 

Figes, and many a date-tree 
Ther weien, if men hadde nede, 1365 
Through the f yerd in length and brede 
Ther was cek wexing many a spyce, 

As clow-gelofre, and licoryce, 

Gingere, and greyn de f paradys, 

Canelle, and setewale of prys, 1370 

And many a spyce delitable. 

To eten whan men ryse fro table 
And many hoomly trees ther were, 

That peches, coynes, and apples here, 
Medlers, ploumes, peres, chesfeynes, 1 ^ 7 ^ 
Clieryse, of whiche many on fayn is, 
Notes, aleys, and bolas, 

That for to seen it was solas , 

With many high lorer and pyn 

Was renged dene al that gardyn , 1380 

With cipres, and with ohveres. 

Of which that nigh no plente here is 
Ther were elmes grete and stronge. 
Maples, asshe, 00k, ash, planes longe, 
Fyn ew, popler, and hndes faire, 1385 


And othere trees fill many a payre 
What sholde I telle you more of it ? 
Ther were so many trees yit, 

That I sholde al enoombred be 
Er I had rckened every tree 1390 

These trees were set, that I devyse, 

Oon from another, in assyse, 

Five fadome or sixe, I trowe so. 

But they were hye and grete also 
And for to kepe out wel the sonne, 1395 
The croppes were so thil^ke y-ronne, 

And every braunch in other fknet, 

And ful of grene leves fset, 

That sonne mighte noon descende, 

Lest [it] the tendre grasses shende 1400 
Thor mighte men does and roes y-seo, 
And of squirels ful greet plentee. 

From bough to bough alwey lei)ing 
Conies ther were also playing, 

That comen out of liir clapcres 1405 

Of sondry colours and maneres, 

And madcn many a turn ey mg 
Upon the fresshe gras springing 
The Welles 

In places saw I w i les there, 

In whicho ther no froggos were, 1410 
And fair in shadwe was every Welle , 

But I ne can the nombre telle 
Of stremes smale, that by devys 
Mirthe had don come through condys. 

Of which the water, 111 ronning, 1415 
Gan make a no’^se ful lyking 
About the brinkes of thise wclles, 

And by the stremes o\er-al elles 
Sprang up the gras, as thikke y-set 
And softe as any veluet, 1430 

On which men mighte his lemman leye, 
As on a fetherbed, to pleye, 

For th’erthe was ful softe and swete 
Through moisture of the welle weto 
Sprang up the sote giene gras, 1425 

As fair, as thikke, as mister was 
But muche amended it the place. 

That th’erthe was of swich a grace 
That it of floures had plente. 

That both in somer and winter be 1430 
Ther sprang the violete al newe, 

And fresshe pervmke, riche of hewe, 

And floures yelowe, whyte, and rede , 
Swich plentee grew ther never in mede 
Ful gay was al the groimd, and queynt. 
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And poudred, as men had it peynt, 1436 
With many a fresh and son dry flour, 
That casten up ful good savour 

I wol not longe holde you m fable 
Of al this gardin •fdelitable 1440 

I moot my tonge stinten nede, 

Foi I ne may, withouten drede, 

Naught tellen you the beautee al, 

Ne half the bountee therewithal 

I wente on right honde and on left 1445 
Aboute the place , it was not left, 

Til I hadde al the fyerde in been, 

In the f estres that men mighte seen 
And thus whvle I wente in my iilej, 

The God of Love me folowed ay, 14 <50 
Right as an hunter can abvde 
The beste, til he seeth his t\de 
To f shete, at good mes, to the dere, 
Whan that him nedeth go no nere 

And so befil, I rested me i4«)5 

Besyde a welle, under a tree, 

Which tree in Fraunce men call a pyn 
But, sith the tyme of king Pepyn, 

Ne grew ther tree in mannes sighte 
So fair, ne so wel woxe m highte , 1460 

In al that yerde so high was noon 
And springing in a marble-stoon 
Had nature sot, the sotho to telle, 

Under that pyn-tree a welle 

And on the border, al withoute, 1465 

Was writen, in the stone aboute, 

Lettres smale, that seyden thus, 

‘Here starf the faire Narcisus ’ 

Narclsus 

Narcisus was a bachelere, 

That Love had caught in his daungere. 
And in his net gan him so strcyne, 1471 
And dide him so to wepe and pleyne. 

That nede him muste his lyf forgo 
For a fair lady, hight Echo, 

Him loved over any creature, 1475 

And gan for him swich peyne endure, 
That on a tyme she him tolde, 

That, if he hir loven nolde, 

That hir behoved nedes dye, 

Ther lay non other romedye 1480 

But natheles, for his beautee. 

So aers and daungerous was he, 

That he nolde graunten hir asking, 

For weping, ne for fair praying 
And whan she herde him weme hir so, 


She hadde in herte so gret wo, i486 

And took it in so gret dispyt. 

That she, withoute more resiiyt. 

Was deed anoon But, er she deyde, 

Ful pitously to god she preyde, 1490 
That proude herted Narcisus, 

That was in love so daungerous, 

Mighte on a day ben liampred so 
For love, and been so hoot for v o. 

That never he mighte joye atteyne , 1495 
Than shulde he fele in every vevne 
What sorowe trewe lovers maken, 

That been so f\ilaynsly forsaken 
This prayer was but resonable, 

Tlierfor god held it ferme and stable 1500 
For Narcisus, shortly to telle, 

By avcntiire com to that welle 
To reste him in that shadowing 
A day, whan he com Iro hunting 
This Narcisus had sulfrod paynes 1505 
For renning alday in the iilayncs. 

And was foi thurst in greet disti esse 
Of hete, and of his werinesso 
That hadde his breoth almost binomen 
Wlian he was to that welle y-comen, 1^10 
That shadwed was with braunches grene, 
He thoughte of thilke water shene 
To dnnke and fresshe him wel withalle , 
And doun on knees he gan to falle. 

And forth his heed and nekke out- 
straughte 1515 

To drinken of that welle a draughte 
And in the water anoon was sene 
His nose, his mouth, his yen shene. 

And he ther-of was al abasshed , 

His owne shadowe had him bitrasshed 
For wel wende he the forme see i^ai 

Of a child of greet beautee 
Wel couthe Love him wreke tho 
Of daunger and of pryde also 
That Narcisus somtyme him here 1525 

Ho quitte him wel his guerdon there , 

For he f so musede in the welle, 

That, shortly al the sothe to telle, 

He lovede his owne shadowe so, 

That atte laste he starf for wo 1530 

For whan he saugh that he his wille 
Mighte in no maner wey fulfille, 

And that he was so faste caught 
That he him couthe comfort naught, 

He loste his wit right in that place, 1535 
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And deyde within a litpl space 
And thus his wansoun he took 
For the lady that he forsook 

Ladyes, I preye en sample taketh, 

Ye that ayeins your love mistaketh 1540 
For if hir deetli be yow to wyte, 

Clod can ful wel your whyle qu3de 
Whan that this lettre, of whiche I telle, 
Had taught me that it was the welle 
Of Narcisus in his beautee, 1^4*; 

I gan anoon withdraw e me, 

Whan it fel in my remembraunce. 

That him bitidde swich mischaunce 
The Welle 

But at the laste than thought© I, 

That scatheles, ful sikerly, iSfjo 

I mighte unto Thf Wflle go 
Wherof shulde I abasshen so ? 

Unto the welle than wonte I mo, 

And doun I louted for to see 
The clere water in the stoon, i')55 

And eek the gravel, which that shoon 
Down in the botme, as silver 1501 , 

For of the welle, this is the fyn. 

In world is noon so doer, of hewe 
The water is ever fresh and newo 1560 
That welmoth up in wawes bnghte 
The mountance of two finger higlite 
Abouten it is gras springing. 

For moiste so thikke and wel lyking. 
That it ne may in winter dye, 1565 

No more than may the see be drye 
Down at the botme set saw I 
Two cristal stones craftely 
In thilke fresshe and faire welle 
But o thing soothly dar I telle, 1570 
That ye wol holde a greet mervayle 
Whan it IS told, withouten fayle 
For whan the sonne, cleor in sighte. 

Cast in that welle his bemes bnghte, 

And that the heet descended is, i «)7') 

Than taketh the cristal stoon, y-wis, 
Agayn the sonne an hundred hewes, 
Blewe, yelowe, and rede, that fresh and 
newe is 

Yit hath the merveilous cristal i«;79 
Swich strength©, that the place overal, 
Bothe fowl and tree, and levos grene. 
And al the yerd in it is sene 
And for to doon you understonde, 

To make ensample wol 1 fonde , 


Right as a mirour openly 1585 

Sheweth al thing that stant therby. 

As wel the colour as the figure, 
Withouten any coverture , 

Right so the cristal stoon, shynmg, 
Withouten any disceyving, 1590 

The f estres of the yerde accuseth 
To him that in the water museth , 

For ever, in which half that *|-he be, 
f He may wel half the gardin see , 

And if ho tume, he may right wel 1595 
Seen the remenaunt everydeL 
For ther is noon so litel thing 
So hid, ne closed with shitting, 

That it ne is sene, as though it were 
Peynted in the cristal there 1600 

This is the mirour perilous. 

In w hich the proude Narcisus 
Saw al his face fair and bright, 

That made him sith to Ij^ e upright 
For who-so loke in that mirour, 1605 
Ther may no-thing ben his socour 
That he ne shal ther seen som thing 
That shal him lede into f loving 
Ful many a worthy man hath it 
Y-blent , for folk of grettest wit 1610 
Ben sone caught here and awayted , 
Withouten respyt been they bayted 
Hoer comth to folk of-newe rage, 

Heer chaungeth many wight corage , 
Hoer lyth no reed ne wat therto , 1615 

For Venus sone, daun Cupido, 

Hath sowen ther© of lo^ e the seed. 

That help ne lyth ther noon, ne reed. 

So cercletli it the welle aboute 
His ginnes hath he set without© 1620 
Right for to cacche in his panteres 
These damoysels and bacheleres 
Love wall noon other bridde cacche. 
Though he sette either net or lacche 1624 
And for the seed that hoer was sowen. 
This well© 13 cleped, as wel is knowen, 
The Wolle of Love, of verrav right. 

Of which ther hath ful many a wight 
Spoke in bokes dyversely 
But they shuHe never so verily 1630 
Desoripcioun of the well© here. 

No eek the sothe of this matere. 

As ye shulle, whan I have undo 
The craft that hir bilongeth to 
Alway me lyked for to dwell©, 1635 
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To Been the cristal in the welle, 

That shewed me fal openly 

A thousand thinges faste by 

But I may saye, in sory houre 

Stood I to loken or to poure , 1640 

For sithen [have] I sore f syked, 

That mirour hath me now entryked 
But hadde I first knowen in my wit 
The vertue and [the] fstrengthe of it, 

I nolde not have mused there , 164*^ 

Me hadde bet ben elles-where , 

For in the snare I fel anoon, 

That hath fbitraisshed many oon 
The Roser 

In thilke mirour saw I tho, 

Among a thousand thinges mo, 1650 
A ROSER charged ful of roses, 

That with an hegge aboute enclos is 
Tho had I swich lust and envye, 

That, for Parys ne for Pavye, 

Kolde I have left to goon and see i6e;5 
Ther grettest hope of roses be 
Whan I was with this rage hent. 

That caught hath many a man and shent, 

Toward the roser gan I go 

And ^han I was not for therfro, 1660 

The savour of the roses swote 

Me smoot right to tho herte rote, 

As I hadde al embawmed *f*be 

And if I ne hadde endouted me 

To have ben hated or assailed, 1665 

My thankes, f woldo I not have failed 

To pulle a rose of al that route 

To bere[n] in myn honde aboute. 

And smellen to it wher I wente , 

But ever I dredde me to repente, 1670 


And lest it greved or for-thoughte 
The lord that thilke gardyn wroughte 
Of roses were ther gret woon, 

So faire f wexe never in roon 
Of knoppes clos, some saw I there, 1675 
And some wel beter woxen were , 

And some ther been of other moysoun, 
That drowe nigh to hir sesoun. 

And spedde hem faste for to sprede , 

I love wel swiche roses rede , 1680 

For brode roses, and open also, 

Ben passed in a day or two , 

But knoppes wilen fresshe bo 
Two daves atte leest, or throe 
The knoppes gretly lyked me, 1685 

For fairei may ther no man see 
Who-so mighte have[n] oon of alle, 

It oughte him been ful leef withalle 
Mighte I [a] gerlond of hem geten, 

For no richesse I wolde it leten 1690 
The Knoppe 

Among THE KNOPPES I chees oon 
So fair, that of tho remonaunt noon 
Ne preyse I half so wel as it, 

Whan I avyse it m my wit 

For it so wel was enlumyned 1695 

With colour reed, as wel [y] fyned 

As nature couthe it make iaire. 

And it fhad leves wel loure paire, 

That Kinde had set through his knowing 
About the redo frose springing 1700 
The stalko was as risshe right. 

And thoron stood the knoppe upiight, 
Tliat it ne bowed upon no syde 
The swote smelle sprong so wyde 
That it dide al the place aboute — 1705 


FRAGMENT B 
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Line gives a false rime, and is by another hand ] 


Whan I had smelled the savour swote, 
No wille hadde I fro thens yit go, 

But somdel neer it wente I tho 
To take it , but myn hond, for drede, 

Ne dorste I to the rose bede, 1710 

For thistels sharpe, of many maneres, 
Netles, thomes, and hoked breres , 


f Ful muohe they distourbled me. 

For sore I draddo to harmed be 
The Gk)d of Love, with bowe bent, 1715 
That al day set hadde his talent 
To pursuen and to spyen me. 

Was stonding by a fige-treo 
And whan he sawe how that I 
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Had chosen so ententifly 1720 

The f botoun, more nnto my pay 
Than any other that I say, 

He took an arowe ful sharply whet, 

And in his bowe whan it was set, 

He btreight up to his ere drough 1725 
The stronge bowe, that was so tough, 
And shet at me so wonder smerte. 

That through mjn eye unto myn herte 
The takel smoot, and depe it wente 
And ther-with al such cold me hente. 
That, under clothes warme and softe, 1731 
‘f Sith that day 1 have chevered ofte 
Wlian I was hurt thus in [that] stounde, 
I fel doun plat unto the g^rounde 
Myn herte tailed and feynted ay, 1735 
And long tyme [ther] a-swone I lay 
But whan I com out of swoning. 

And hadde wit, and my feling, 

I was al maat, and wende ful wel 
Of blood have loren a ful gret del 1740 

But certes, the arowe that in me stood 
Of me ne drew no drope of blood, 
For-why I found my wounde al dreye 
Than took I with myn hondis twe^e 
The arowe, and ful fast out it plight, 1745 
And in the pulling sore I sight 
So at the last the shaft ot tree 
I drough out, with the fcthers three 
But yet the hoked heed, y-wis. 

The whiche Beautee callid is, 1750 

Gan so depe in myn herte passe, 

That I it mighte nought arace , 

But in myn herte stille it stood, 

Al bledde I not a drope of blood 
I was bothe anguissous and trouble i7'>5 
For the peril that I saw double , 

I niste what to seye or do, 

Ne gete a leche my woundis fto , 

For neithir thurgh gras ne rote, 

Ne hadde I help of hope ne bote 1760 

But to the botoun ever-mo 
Myn herte drew , for a! my wo, 

My thought was in non other thing 
For hadde it been in my keping, 

It wolde have brought my lyf agayn 1765 
For f certeinly, I dar wel seyn, 

The sight only, and the savour, 

Alegged muche of my langour 
Than gan I for to drawe me 
Toward the botoun fair to see , 1770 


And Love hadde gete him, in fa thrower 
Another arowe into his bowe, 

And tor to shete gan him dresse , 

The arowis name was Simplesse 
And whan that Love gan nyghe me nere, 
He drow it up, withouten were, 1776 
And shet at me with al his might, 

So that this arowe anon-right 
Thourghout [myn] eigh, as it was founde, 
Into myn herte hath maad a wounde 
Thanne I anoon dide al my crafte 1781 
For to drawen out the shatte, 

And ther-with-al I sighed etk 
But in myn herte the heed was left, 
Which ay encresid my desyre, 1785 

Unto the botoun drawe nere , 

And ever, mo that me was wo, 

The more des5n: hadde I to go 
Unto the roser, where that grew 
The fresshe botoun so bright ot he we 1790 
Betir me were have leten be , 

But it bihoved nedes me 
To don right as myn herte bad. 

For ever the body must be lad 
Attir the herte , in wele and wo, 1795 
Of force togidre they must go 
But never this archer wolde tyne 
To shete at me v, ith all his pyne, 

And for to make me to him mete 

The thndde arowe he gan to sliete 1800 
Whan best his tyme he mighte espye. 

The which was named Curtesye , 

Inte myn herte it dide avale 
A-swone I fel, bothe deed and pale , 

Long tyme I lay, and stired nought, 1805 
Til I abraid out of my thought 
And faste than I avysed me 
To drawe[n] out the shaft 0 of tree , 

But ever the heed was left bihinda 
For ought I couthe pulle or wmde, 1810 
So sore it stikid whan I was hit, 

That by no craft I might it flit , 

But anguissous and ful of thought, 

I f felte such wo, my wounde ay wrought, 
That somoned me alway to go 1815 

Toward the rose, that pleased me so , 

But I ne durste in no manere, 

Bicause the archer was so nere 
For evermore gladly, as I rede, 

Brent child of fyr hath muohe drede 1820 
And, certis yit, for al my peyne, 
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longh that I sigh yit arwis reyne, 
ad grounde quarels sharpe of stele, 
a for no pajoie that I might fele, 

Lt might I not my-silf with-holde 1825 
le faire roser to biholde , 

)T Love me yaf sich hardement 
)r to fulfille his commaundement 
5on my feet I roos up than 
>ble, as a forwoundid man , 1830 

id forth to gon [my] might I sette, 
id for the archer noldo I lette 
•ward the roser fast I drow , 
it thomes sharpe mo than y-now 
ler were, and also thistels tliikke, 1835 
id breres, brimme for to pnkke, 
lat I ne miglite gete grace 
le rowe thornes for to passe, 
sene the roses fresshe of he we, 
nust abide, though it me re we, 1840 

le hegge aboute so thikke was, 
lat closid the roses in compas 
But o thmg lyked me nght wele , 
ivas so nygh, I mighte fele 
the botoun the swote odour, 1845 
id also see the fresshe colour , 
id that right gretly lyked me, 
at I so neer •f'lt mighte see 
h joye anoon therof hadde I, 
lat I forgat my malady 1850 

sene ’f'lt hadde I sich deljd;, 
sorwe and angre I was al quit, 
id of my woundes that I had fthar, 
r no-thmg lyken me might f mar 
an dwellen by the roser ay, 1855 

id thennes never to passe away 
But whan a whyle I had be thar, 
e God of Love, which al to-shar 
m herte with his arwis kene, 
aste him to yeve me woundis grene 
I shet at me ful hastily 1861 

arwe named Company, 
e whiche takel is ful able 
make these ladies merciable 
an I anoon gan chaungen he we 1865 

r grevaunce of my woimde newe, 
at I agayn fel in swoning, 
id sighed sore in oompleyning 
re I compleyned that my sore 
me gan greven more and more 1870 
lad non hope of allegeaunce , 
nigh I drow to desperaunce, 


I rought of dethe ne of lyf, 

Whither that love wolde me dryf 
If me a martir wolde he make, 1875 

I might his power nought forsake 
And whyl for anger thus I wook. 

The God of Love an arowe took , 

Ful sharp it was and [ful] pugnaunt, 

And it was callid Fair Semblaunt, 1880 
The which in no wys wol consente, 

That any lover him repen te 
To serve his love with herte and alle, 

For any peril that may bifalle 
But though this arwe was kene grounde 
As any rasour that is founde, 1886 

To cutte and kerve, at the poynt, 

The God of Love it hadde anojmt 
With a precious oynoment, 

Somdel to yeve aleggement 1890 

Upon the woundes that he had 
Through the body in my herte maad. 

To helpe hir sores, and to cure. 

And that they may the bet endure 
But yit this arwe, withoute more, 1895 
Made in myn herte a large sore, 

That in ful gret peyne I abood 
But ay the oynement wente abrood , 
Throughout my woundes large and wyde 
It spredde aboute in every syde , 19CX) 

Through whos vertu and whos might 
Mjm herte joyful was and light 
I had been deed and al to-shent 
But for the precious oynement 
The shaft I drow out of the arwe, 1905 
Roking for wo right wondir narwe , 

But the heed which made me smerte, 
Lefte bihinde in myn herte 
With other foure, I dar well say. 

That never wol be take away , 1910 

But the oynement halp me wele 
And yit sich sorwe dide I fele 
•[•Of my woundes fresshe and newe, 

That al-day I chaunged hewe, 

As men might see in my visage 191S 
The arwis were so fulle of rage, 

So variaunt of diversitee, 

That men in everich mighte see 
Both gret anoy and eek swetnesse. 

And joye meynt with bittimesse, 1920 
Kow were they esy, now where they wood. 
In hem I felte both harm and good , 

Now sore without aleggement, 
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Now f softening with oynement , 

It softned here, and fprikked there, 1925 
Thus ese and anger togider were 
The Ood of Love deliverly 
Com lepand to me hastily. 

And seide to me, in gret rape, 

‘ Yeld thee, for thou may not escape ’ 1930 
May no defence availe thee hero , 
Therfore I rede mak no daungere 
If thou wolt yelde thee hastily. 

Thou shalt [the] rather have mercy 
He is a fool in sikemesse, 1935 

That with daunger or stoutnesse 
Hebellith ther that lie shulde plese , 

In such folye is litol ese 

Be meek, wher thou must nedis bowe , 

To stryve ageyn is nought tliy prowe 
Come at ones, and have y do, 1941 

For I wol that it bo so 
Than 3 eld thee here debonairly ’ 

And I answorid ful humbly, 

‘ Gladly, sir , at your bidding, 1945 
I wol me yelde in alle thing 
To your servyse I wol me take , 

For god defends that I shulde make 
Ageyn your bidding resistonce , 

I wol not doon so gret offence , 1950 

For if I dide, it were no skile 
Ye may do with me what ye wile, 

Save or spille, and also sloo , 

Fro you in no wyse may I go 
My Ijf, my deth, is in your honde, 1955 
I may not laste out of your bonde 
Pleyn at your list I yelde me. 

Hoping in horte, that sumtyme ye 
Comfort and ese shuUe me sonde , 

Or ollis shortly, this is the ende, i960 
Withouten helthe I moot ay dure, 

But-if ye take me to your cure 
Comfort or helthe how shuld I have, 

Sith yo mo hurte, but vo me sav e ? 

The helthe of f lovers moot be founde 
Wher-as they token firsts hir wounds 
And if ye list of me to make 1967 

Your prisoner, I wol it take 
Of herte and wil, fully at gree 
Hoolly and pleyn I yelde me, 1970 

Withoute feyning or feyntyse, 

To be governed by your empryse 
Of you I here so much prys, 

I wol ben hool at your devys 


For to fulfille your lyking 1975 

And repente for no-thing, 

Hoping to have yit in som tyde 
Mercy, of that [that] I abyde ’ 

And with that covenaunt yeld I me, 
Anoon doun knehng upon my knee, 1980 
Profering for to kisse his feet , 

But for no-thmg he wolde me lete, 

And seide, ‘ I love thee bothe and preyse, 
Sen that thyn answer doth me ese, 

For thou answerid so curteisly 1985 
For now I wot wel uttirly, 

That thou art gentil, by thy speche 
For though a man fer wolde seche, 

He shulde not finden, in certeyn, 

No sich answer of no vileyn , 1990 

For sich a word ne might e nought 
Isse out of a vilayns thought 
Thou shalt not lesen of thy speche, 

For [to] thy helping wol I eche. 

And eek encresen that I may 1995 

But first I wol that thou obay 
Fully, for thyn avauntage. 

Anon to do me here homage 
And sithe[n] kisse thou shalt my mouth, 
Which to no vilayn was never couth 2000 
For to aproche it, ne for to touche , 

For sauf fto cherbs I ne vouche 
That they shulle never neigh it neie 
For curteys, and of fair manere, 

Wel taught, and ful of gentilnesse 2005 
He muste ben, that shal me kisse, 

And also of ful high fraunchyse, 

That shal atteyne to that empryse 
‘ And first of o thing wame I thee. 
That peyne and gret adversitee 2010 
He mot endure, and eek travails, 

That shal me serve, withoute faile 
But ther-ageyns, thee to comforte, 

And with thy servise to desporte, 

Thou mayst ful glad and joyful be 2015 
So good a maister to have as me, 

And lord of so high renoun 
I here of Love the gonfanoun. 

Of Curtesye the banere , 

For I am of the silf manere, 2020 

Gentil, curteys, meek and free , 

That who [so] ever ententif be 
Me to honours, doute, and serve. 

And also that he him observe 

Fro trespas and fro vilanye, 2025 
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And him governe m curtesye 
With wil and with entencioiin , 

For whan he first in my prisonn 
Is caught, than muste he uttirly, 

!Pro thennes-forth ful bisily, 2030 

Caste him gentil for to be, 

If he desyre helpe of me ’ 

Anoon withouten more delay, 
Withouten daunger or affray, 

I bicom his man anoon, 2035 

And gave him thankes many a oon. 

And kneled doun with hondis joynt 
And made it m my port ful f quoynt , 

The joye wente to myn herte rote 
Whan I had kissed his mouth so swote, 

I had sich mirthe and sich lykmg, 2041 
It cured me of lang^iisshing 
He askid of me than hostages — 

* I have,’ he seide, ‘ ’f*tan foie homages 
Of oon and other, where I have been 2045 
'fDisoeyved ofte, withouten wene 
These felouns, fulle of falsitee. 

Have many sythes bigyled me, 

And through falshede hir lust acheved, 
Wherof I repente and am agreved 2050 

And I hem gete in my daungere, 

Hir falshed shulle they bye ful dere 
But for I love thee, I seye thee pleyn, 

I wol of thee be more certeyn , 

For thee so sore I wol now bindo, 2035 
That thou away ne shalt not wmde 
For to denyen the covenaunt, 

Or doon that is not avenaunt 
That thou were fals it were gn^eet reuthe, 
Sith thou semest so ful of treuthe ’ 2060 
‘ Sire, if thee list to undirstande, 

I merveile thee asking this domando 
For-why or wherfore shulde ye 
Ostages or borwis aske of me. 

Or any other sikimesse, 206*; 

Sith ye wote, in sothfastnesse. 

That ye have me ’j'surprysed so, 

And hool myn herte j-tan me fro. 

That it wol do for me no-thing 
But-if it be at your bidding ? 2070 

Myn herte is yours, and myn right nought. 
As it bihoveth, in dede and thought, 

Eedy in alle to worche your wille. 

Whether so [it] tume to good or ille 
So sore it lustith you to plese, 2075 

Ko man therof may you f disseise 


Ye have theron set sich justise, 

That it is werreyd in many wise 
And if ve doute it nolde obeye. 

Ye may therof do make a keye, 2080 
And holde it with you for ostage ’ 

‘ Now certis, this is noon outrage,’ 

Quoth Love, ‘ and fully I accord , 

For of the body he is ful lord 

That hath the herte in his tresor , 2085 

Outrage it were to asken more ’ 

Than of his aumener he drough 
A litel keye, fetys y-nough. 

Winch was of gold polisshed clere, 

And seide to me, ‘ With this keye here 
Thyn herte to me now wol I shette , 2091 
For al my jowellis loke and knette 
I binde under this litel keye, 

That no wight ma> carye aweye , 

This keye is ful of gret poeste ’ 209^ 

With which anoon he touchid me 
I ndir the syde ful softely. 

That he myn herte sodeynly 
Without [al] anoy had spered. 

That 3 it light nought it hath me dered 
W han he had doon his wil al-out, 2101 
And I had put him out of dout, 

‘ Sire,’ I seide, ‘ I have right gret wille 
Your lust and plesaunce to fulfille 
Loke ye my servise take at gree, 2105 
By thilke feith ye owe to me 
I sej e nought for recreaundyse. 

For I nought doute of your servyse 
But the servaunt traveileth in vayne. 

That for to serven doth his payno 2110 
Unto that lord, which in no wyse 
Can him no thank for his servyse ’ 

Love seide, ‘ Dismaye thee nought, 

Sin thou for sucour hast me sought, 

In thank thy servise wol I take, 2115 
And high of f-gree I wol thee make, 

If wikkidnesse ne hindre thee , 

But, as I hope, it shal nought be 
To worship no wight by aventure 
May come, but-if ho peyne endure 2120 
Abyde and sufifre thy distresse , 

That hurtith now, it shal be lesse , 

I wot my-silf what may thee save, 

What medicyne thou woldist have 
And if thy trouthe to me thou kepe, 2125 
I shal unto thyn helping eke, 

To cure thy woundes and make hem dene, 
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Wher-so they be olde or grene , 

Thou shalt be holpen, at wordis fewe 
For certeynly thou shalt wel shewe 2130 
Wher that thou servest with good wille, 
For to complisshen and fulfiUe 
My comaundementis, day and night, 
Whiche I to lovers yeve of right ’ 

‘ Ah, sire, for goddis love,’ said I, 2135 
‘ Er ye passe hens, ententifly 
Your comaundementis to me ye say, 

And I shal kepe hem, if I may , 

For hem to kepen is al my thought 
And if so be I wot them nought, 2140 
Than may I [sinne] unwitingly 
Wherfore I pray you enterely, 

With al myn herte, me to lere, 

That I trei^asse in no manere ’ 

The god of love than chargid me 2145 
Anoon, as ve shal here and see. 

Word by word, by right empryse, 

So as the Romance shal devyse 
The maister lesith his tyme to lere, 
Whan the disciple wol not here 2150 
It is but veyn on him to swinke, 

That on his leming wol not thinke 
WTio-so lust love, let him entende, 

For now the jElomance 't'ginneth amende 
Now IS good to here, m fay, 2155 

If any be that can it say. 

And poynte it as the resoun is 
Set , for other-gate, y-wis, 

It shal nought wel in alio thing 
Bo brought to good undirstonding , 2160 
For a roder tliat pojmtith ille 
A good sentence may ofte spille 
The book IS good at the ending, 

Maad of newe and lusty thing , 

For who-80 wol the ending here, 2165 
The crafte of love he shal now lere, 

If that ho wol so long abyde. 

Til I this Romance may unhyde, 

And undo the signifiaunce 
Of this dreme into Romaunce 2170 

The sothfastnesse, that now is hid. 
Without coverture shal be kid, 

Wlian I undon have this dreming, 
Wliorin no word is of losing 

‘ Vilany, at the biginning, 2175 

I wol,’ -fsayd Love, ‘ over alle tlimg, 

Thou leve, if thou wolt [not] be 
Fals, and tresiiasse ageynes me. 


I curse and blame generally 

Alle hem that loven vilany , 2180 

For vilany makith vilayn, 

And by his dedis a cherle is seyn, 

Thise vilajms am without pitee, 
Frendshipe, love, and al bounte 
I nil receyve f to my servyse 2185 

Hem that ben vilayns of empryse 
‘ But undirstonde in thyn entent. 

That this 18 not myn entendement, 

To clepe no wight in no ages 

Only gentil for his Images 2190 

But who-BO [that] is vertuous. 

And in his port nought outrageous. 
Whan sich oon thou seest thee bifom, 
Though he be not gentil bom, 

Thou mayst wtl seyn, this is fa soth, 2195 
That he is gentil, bicause he doth 
As longeth to a gentilman , 

Of hem non other deme I can 
For certeynly, withouten drede, 

A cherle is demed by his dede, 2200 

Of hye or lowe, as ye may see. 

Or of what kmrede that he be 
Ne say nought, for noon yvel wiUe, 

Thmg that is to holden stille , 

It is no worship to misseye 2205 

Thou mayst ensample take of Keye, 

That was somtyme, for misseying, 

Hated bothe of olde and y ing , 

As fer as Gawejoi, the worthj, 

Was preysed for his curtesy, 2210 

Keye was hated, for he was fel, 

Of word dispitous and crueL 
Wherfore be wyse and aqueyntable, 
Goodly of word, and resonable 
Bothe to lesse and eek to mar 2215 

And whan thou comest ther men ar, 
Loke that thou have m custom ay 
First to salue hem, if thou maj- 
And if it fallo, that of hem som 
Saluo thee first, be not dom, 2220 

But quyte him curteisly anoon 
Without abiding, er they goon 

‘ For no-thing eek thy tunge applj e 
To spoke wordis of ribaudye 
To vilayn speche in no degree 2225 

Lat never thy lippo unbounden be. 

For I nought holde him, in good feith, 
Curteys, that foulo wordis seith. 

And alle wimmen serve and preyse, 
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And to thy power hir honour reyse 2230 
And if that any missayere 
Dispyse wimmen, that thou mayst here, 
Blame him, and hidde himholde him stille 
And set thy might and al thy wille 
Wimmen and ladies for to plese, 2235 
And to do thing that may hem ese, 

That they ever speke good of theo, 

For so thou mayst best preysed be 
‘ Loke fro pryde thou kepe thee welo , 
For thou mayst bothe perceyve and fele, 
That pryde is bothe foly and sinne , 2241 
And he that pryde hath, him withinne, 
Ne may his herte, in no wyse, 

Meken ne souplen to servyse 

For pryde is founde, m every part, 2245 

Contrarie unto Loves art 

And he that lovetli trowoly 

Shulde him contene jolily, 

Withouten pryde in sondry wj so. 

And him disgyson in queyntyse 2250 
For queynt array, withouten drede, 

Is no-thmg proud, who takith hede , 

For fresh array, as men may see, 
Withouten pryde may ofte bo 
‘ Mayntone thy-silf aftir thy rent, 3255 
Of robe and eek of gamement , 

For many sythe fair clothing 
A man amendith in mich thing 
And loke alwey that they be shape. 

What gamement that thou shalt make. 
Of him that can [hem] besto do, 2261 
With al that perteyneth therto 
Poyntis and sieves be wel sittand. 

Bight and streight fupon the hand 
Of shoon and botes, newe and fairo, 2265 
Loke at the leest thou have a paire , 

And that they sitte so fetisly. 

That these rude may uttirly 
Merveyle, sith that they sitte so pleyn. 
How they come on or of ageyn 2270 

Were streite gloves, with faumenere 
Of silk , and alwey with good chero 
Thou yeve, if thou have nchesse , 

And if thou have nought, spend the lesso 
Alwey be merry, if thou may, 2275 

But waste not thy good alway 
Have hat of floures fresh as May, 

Ohapelet of roses of Wliitsonday , 

For sich array ne fcost but lyte 
Thyn hondis wash, thy teeth make whyte, 


And let no filtho upon thee be 2281 

Thy nailes blak if thou mayst see, 

Voide it awey deliverly. 

And kembe th3m heed right jolily 
fFard not thy visage in no wyse, 2-^5 
For that of love is not th’empryso , 

For love doth haten, as I finde, 

A beaute that cometh not of kinde 
Alwey in herte I rede thee 
Glad and mery for to bo, 22i;o 

And bo as joyful as thou can , 

Love hath no joye of sorowlul man 
That yvcl is ful of curtesye 
That "flanhwith in his maladye , 

For over of love the siknesse 2205 

Is meynd with swete and bitternesse 
The sore of lo\e is morveilous , 

For now the lover [is] joyous, 

Now can he pleyne, now can he grone. 
Now can he smgen, now maken mone 
To-day ho pleyncth for hevmesse, 2301 
To-morowe he fpleyoth for jol^nosse 
The lyf ot love is ful contrarie. 

Which stoundemcle can ofte vaiie 
But if thou canst [som] mirthis mal e, 2305 
That men in gree wole gladly take. 

Do it goodly, I comaunde thee , 

For men sholde, wher-so-ever they bo. 

Do thing that hem [best] sitting is, 

For therof cometh good loos and pris 2310 
Wher-of that thou be vertuous, 

Ne be not straunge no daungerous 
For if that thou good rider be, 

Pnko gladly, that men may so 
In armes also if thou conne, 2315 

Pursue, til thou a name hast wonne 
And if thy voice be fair and clero. 

Thou shalt maken no grot daungeio 
Whan to singe they goodly preye , 

It IS thy worship for to obeyo 2320 

Also to you it longith ay 
To harpo and giterne, daunce and play , 
For if ho can wel footo and daunce, 

It may him greetly do avaunce 
Among eek, for thy lady sake, 2325 

Songes and complayntes that thou make , 
For that wol f meve [hem] in hir herte. 
Whan they redon of thy smerto 
Loke that no man for scarce thee holde, 
For that may greve thee many-foldo 2330 
Kesoun wol that a lover be 
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In his yiftes more large and free 
Than cherles that been not of loving, 

For who tlier-of can any thing, 

He shal ho leef ay tor to yeve, 23^5 

In f Loves lore who so wolde leve , 

For he that, through a sodeyn sight, 

Or for a kissing, anon-right 
Yaf hool his herte in wille and thought, 
\nd to him-silf kepith right nought, 2340 
Aftir fswich yift, is good resoun, 

He >eve his good in ahandoun 
‘ Now wol I shortly here reherce. 

Of that [that] I have seid m verse, 

A 1 the sentence by and by, 234'^ 

In wordis fewo compendiously. 

That thou the bet majst on hem thinke, 
Whether-so it be thou wake or winke , 
For [that] the wordis litel greve 
A man to kope, whanne it is breve 2350 
‘ Wlio-so with Love wol goon or rydo 
He mot be cartels, and void of piyde, 
Mery and fulle of jolite. 

And of largesse alosed bo 

‘ First I joyne thee, here in penaunce. 
That ever, withouto repcntaunce, 23S6 

Thou set thy thought in thy loving, 

To laste withouto repenting , 

And thenke upon thy mirthis swete, 

That shal folowe aftir whan ye mete 2360 
‘ And for thou trewe to lo\ e shalt be, 

I wol, and [eek] comaunde thee. 

That in 00 place thou sette, al hool, 

Thjn herte, withouten halfen dool. 

For trechene, fin sikemosse , 236s 

For I lovede never doublenesse 
To many his herte that wol depart, 
Everiche shal have but litel part 
But of him dredo I me right nought, 
That in 00 place settith his thought 2370 
Thorfore in 00 jilace it sette, 

And lot it never thennes flotte 
For if thou yovest it in loning, 

I holde it but a wrecchid thing 
Therfore ye^e it hool and quyte, 237s 
And thou shalt have the more merite 
If it be lent, than aftir soon. 

The bountee and the thank is doon , 

But, in love, free yeven thing 
Eequyrith a gret guerdoning 2380 

Yeve it m yift al quit fully, 

And make thy yift debonairly , 


For men that yift [wol] holde more dere 
That yeven is with gladsome chere 
That yift nought to preisen is 2385 

That man yeveth, maugre his 
Whan thou hast yeven thjui herte, as I 
Have seid thee here [al] openly. 

Than aventures shulle thee falle. 

Which harde and hevy been withalle 2390 
For offce whan thou bithenkist thee 
Of thy lovmg, wher-so thou be. 

Fro folk thou must depart in hy, 

That noon perceyve thy malady. 

But hyde thyn harm thou must alone,2395 
And go forth sole, and make thy mone 
Thou shalt no whyl be in 00 stat, 

But whylom cold and whylom hat , 

Now reed as rose, now yelowo and fade 
Such sorowe, I trowe, thou never hade , 
Cotidien, ne [yit] quarteyne, 2401 

It IS nat so fill of poyne 
For ofte tymes it shal falle 
In love, among thy pejuies alle. 

That thou thy-self, al hoolly, 2405 

Forveten shalt so utterly. 

That many tymes thou shalt be 
Stille as an image of tree, 

Dom as a stoon, without stenng 

Of foot or hond, without speking , 2410 

Than, sone after al thy pe3uie, 

To memorie shalt thou come ageyn, 

A[s] man abasshed wondre sore, 

And after sighen more and more 
For wit thou wel, withouten wene, 2415 
In swich astat ful oft ha\ e been 
That have the yvel of love assayd, 
Wher-th rough thou art so dismayd* 

‘ After, a thought shal take thee so. 
That thy love is to fer thee fro 2420 
Thou shalt say, “ God, what may this be. 
That I ne may my lady see ? 

Myne herte aloon is to hei go, 

And I abyde al sole in wo. 

Departed fro mj n owne thought, 2425 

And with myne e\en see right nought. 
Alas, myn ey en f sende I ne may , 

My careful herte to convay ’ 

Myn hertes gyde but they' be, 

I praise no-thing what ever they see 2430 
Shul they abyde thanne ? nav , 

But goon f visyte without delay 
That myn herte desyreth so. 
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For cerfcejmly, but-if they go, 

A fool my-self I may wel holde, 243 «; 
Whan I ne see what myn herte wolde 
Wherfore I wol gon her to seen, 

Or esed shal I never been, 

Bat I have som tokening ” 

Then gost thou forth without dwelling , 
But ofte thou faylest of thy desyre, 2441 
Er thou mayst come hir any nere, 

And wastest in \ayn thy passage 
Than fullest thou in a newe rage , 

For wante of sight thou gmnest morne, 
And homward pensif dost retorne 2446 
In greet mischeef than shalt thou be, 

For than agayn shal come to thee 
Sighes and pleyntes, with newe wo, 

Tliat no icohmg prikketh so 24^ 

"WTio wot it nought, he may go lere 
Of hem that byen love so dtre 

‘ No-thing thyn herte appesen miy, 
Tliat oft thou wolt goon and assay, 

If thou mayst seen, by aventuro, 245*5 
Thy lyves joy, thjoi hertis euro , 

So that, by grace if thou might 
Atteyne of hir to have a sight, 

Than shalt thou doon non other ded^* 

But with that sight thyn eyen fedo 2460 
That faire fresh whan thou mayst see, 
Tliyn herte shal so ravisshed bo. 

That never thou woldest, thy thankis, lete, 
Ne remove, for to see that swete 
The more thou seost in sothfastnesse, 2465 
The more thou fcoveytest of that swet- 
nesse , 

The more thyn herte bronneth in fyr, 

The more thyn herte is in desyr 
For who considreth every del, 

[t may be lykned wondir wel, 2470 

rhe peyne of love, unto a fere , 

For ever [the] more thou neighest nere 
f-Thought, or who-so that it be, 

For verray sothe I telle it thee, 
rhe hatter ever shal thou brenne, 2475 
is experience shal thee kenne 
IVher-so [thou] comest in any cost, 
tVho is next fyr, he brenneth most 
ind yit forsothe, for al thyn hete, 
nbough thou for love swelte and swete, 

S[e for no-thmg thou felen may, 2481 
rhou shalt not willen to passe away 
ind though thou go, yet must thee nede 


Tlienke al-day on hir fairhede, 

Whom thou bihelde with so good wille , 
And holde thyself bigyled ille, 2486 

That thou ne haddest non hardement 
To shewe hir ought of thyn entent 
Thyn herte ful sore thou wolt dispyse. 
And eek repreve of cowardyse, 2490 

That thou, so dulle in every thing. 

Were dom for drede, without speking. 
Thou shalt eek thenke thou didest foly, 
That thou wert hir so faste by, 

And durst not auntre thee to say 2495 
Som-thing, er thou cam away , 

For thou haddist no more wonne. 

To speke of hir whan thou bigonne 
But 'I'j'if she wolde, for thy sake, 

In armes goodly thee have take, 2500 
It shulde have be more worth to thee 
Than of tresour greet plentee 

‘ Thus shalt thou morne and eek com- 
pleyn. 

And gete enchesoun to goon ageyn 
T nto thv walk, or to thy place, 2505 
'Wliere thou biheld hir fleshly face 
And never, for fals suspeccioun, 

TIiou woldest finde occasioun 

For to gon unto hir hous 

So art thou thanne desirous 2510 

A sight of hir for to have. 

If thou thine honour mightest save. 

Or any erand mightist make 
Tinder, for thy loves sake , 

Ful fajTi thou woldist, but for drede 2515 
Tliou gost not, lest that men take hede 
Wherfore I rede, in thy going, 

And also in thyn ageyn-ooming. 

Thou be wel war that men ne wit , 

Feyno thee other cause than it 2520 

To go that weye, or faste by , 

To hole wel is no folye 

And if so be it happe thee 

That thou ihy love ther mayst see, 

In Biker wyse thou hir salewe, 2525 

Wherwith thy colour wol transmewe, 

And eke thy blood shal al to-quake, 

Tliy hewe eek chaungen for hir sake 
But word and wit, with chere ful pale, 
Shul wante for to telle thy tale 2530 
And if thou mayst so fer-forth winne, 
That thou [thy] resoun durst biginne, 

And woldist seyn three thingis or mo, 
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Thou shalt ful scarsly seyn the two 
Though thou bithenke thee never so wel, 
Thou shalt foryete yit somdel, 2 ^^6 

But-if thou dele with trecherye 
For fals lovers mowe al folye 
Seyn, what hem lust, withouten drede, 
They he so double in hir falshedo , 2=;4.o 

For they m herto cunne thenko a thing 
And seyn another, in hir spekmg 
And whan thy speche is cndid al. 

Right thus to thee it shal bilal , 

If any word than come to minde, 254^5 
That thou to seyo hast left bihinde, 

Than thou shalt brenne in greet martyr , 
For thou shalt brenne as any f-y r 
This 13 the stryf and eke the aifray, 

And the batail that lastith ay 
This bargeyn ende may never take, 

But-if that she thy pees wil make 
‘ And whan the night is comen, anon 
A thousand angres shal come upon 
To bedde as fast thou wolt thee dight, 
Where thou shalt have but smal delyt , 
For whan thou wenest for to slepe, 

So ful of peyno shalt thou crepe, 

Sterte in thy bedde ahoute ful wyde, 

And turne ful ofte on every syde , 2e;6o 

Now dowmward groffe, and now upright, 
And walowe m wo the longe night , 
Thyne armis shalt thou spredo abrede, 

As man m werre were •f forwerreyd 
Than shal thee come a remembraunce 
Of hir shape and hir semblaunce 2566 
Wherto non other may be pere 
And wito thou wel, withoute were, 

That thee shal ’f'semo, somtyme that night. 
That thou hast hir, that is so bright, 2 <>70 
Naked bitweno thyn armes there, 

Al sothfastnesse as though it wore 
Tliou shalt make castels than in Spayne, 
And dreme of joye, al but in vayne, 

And thee delyten of right nought, 2S7‘> 
Whyl thou so slomrest in that thought, 
That IS so swete and dolitable. 

The which, in soth, nis but a fable, 

For it ne shal no whyle laste 
Than shalt thou sigheand wepe fasto, 2i;8o 
And say, “ Bere god, what thing is this ? 
My dremo is turned al anus, 

Which was ful swete and apparent, 

But now I wake, it is al shent 


Now yede this mery thought away ’ 2t;8:i 
Twenty tymes upon a day 
I wolde this thought wolde come ageyn, 
For it alleggith wel my poyn 
It makith me ful of joyful thought, 

It slceth me, that it lastith noght 2590 
A, lord ’ why nil ye me socoure, 

Tlie joye, I trowe, that I langoure ^ 

The deth I wolde me shulde slo 
Whyl I lye in hir armes two 
Myn harm is hard, withouten wene, 2595 
My greet uneso ful ofte I mene. 

But wolde Love do so I might 
Have fully joye of hir so bright, 

My peyne were quit me richely 

Allas, to greet a thing aske I ’ 2600 

It is but foly, and wrong wenmg, 

To aske so outrageous a thing 
And who>so askith folily, 

He moot be warned hastily , 

And I ne wot what I may say, 3605 

I am so fer out of the way , 

For I wolde liavo ful gret lyking 
And ful gret joye of lasse thing 
For wolde she, of hir gentilnesse, 
Withouten more, me onis kesse, 2610 
It were to me a greet g^erdoun, 

Relees of al my passioun 
But it IS hard to come therto , 

Al is but foly that I do, 

So high I have myn herto set, 2615 

Where I may no comfort get 
fl noot wher I sey wol or nought , 

But this I wot wel m my thought, 

That it were f bet of hir aloon, 

For to stmte my wo and moon, 2620 
A loke on f me y-cast goodly, 
f Than for to have, ^al utterly > 

Of another al hool the ploy 
A ’ lord ’ wher I shal b\de the day 
That ever she shal my lady be ? 2025 

He 18 ful cured that may hir see 
A * god ’ whan shal the dawnmg spring? 
To fly thus is an angry thing , 

I have no joye thus here to ly 

Whan that my love is not me by 2630 

A man to lyen hath gret disese, 

Which may not slepe ne reste in esa 
I wolde it dawed, and were now day, 

And that the night were went away , 

For were it day, I wolde upryse 2635 
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A ' slowe sonne, shew thyn enpryse ♦ 
Speed thee to sprede thy bemis bnght, 
And chace the derknesse of the night, 

To putte away the stoundes stronge, 
Which in me lasten al to longe ” 2640 

* The night shalt thou contene so, 
Withoute rest, in peyne and wo , 

If ever thou knewe of love distresse, 

Thou shalt mowe lerne in that siknesse 
And thus enduring shalt thou ly, 2645 
And ryse on morwe up erly 
Out of thy bedde, and hameys thee 
Er ever dawning thou mayst see 
Al privily than shalt thou goon, 

What fweder it be, thy-silf aloon, 2650 
For reyn, or hayl, for snow, for slete, 
Thider she dwellith that is so swete, 

The which may falle aslepe be. 

And thenkith but litel upon thee 
Than shalt thou goon, ful foule aferd , 2655 
Xioke if the gate be unsperd. 

And waite without in wo and peyn, 

Ful yvel a-colde in winde and reyn 
Than shal thou go the dore bifore. 

If thou maist fynde any score, 2660 

Or hole, or reft, what ever it were , 

Than shalt thou stoupe, and lay to ere, 

If they within a-slepe be , 

I mene, alle save thy lady free 
Whom waking if thou mayst aspye, 2665 
Go put thy-silf in jupartye, 

To aske grace, and thee bimene, 

That she may wite, withouten wene. 

That thou [ajnight no rest hast had, 

So sore for hir thou were bistad 2670 
Wommen wel ought pite to take 
Of hem that sorwen for hir sake 
And loke, for love of that relyke. 

That thou thenke non other lyke, 

For fwhom thou hast so greet annoy, 2675 
•f Shal kisse thee er thou go away, 

And hold that in ful gret deyntee 
And, for that no man shal thee see 
Bifore the hous, ne in the way, 

Loke thou be goon ageyn er day 2680 
Suche coming, and such going. 

Such hevinesse, and such walkmg, 

Makith lovers, withouten wene. 

Under hir clothes pale and lene. 

For Love leveth colour ne cleemesse , 2685 
Who loveth trewe hath no fatnesse | 


Thou shalt wel by thy-selfe see 
That thou must nedis assayed be 
For men that shape hem other wey 
Falsly her ladies to bitray, 2690 

It is no wonder though they be fat , 

With false othes hir loves they gat , 

For oft I see suche losengeours 
Fatter than abbatis or priours 

‘ Yet with o thing I thee charge, 2695 
That is to seye, that thou be large 
Unto the mayd that hir doth serve, 

So best hir thank thou shalt deserve 
Yeve hir yiftes, and get hir grace. 

For so thou may [hii] thank purchace,27oo 
That she thee worthy holde and free. 

Thy lady, and alle that may thee see 
Also hir servauntes worshipe ay, 

And plese as muche as thou may , 

Gret good through hem may come to thee, 
Bicause with hir they been pnve 2706 
They shal hir telle how they thee fand 
Curteis and wys, and wel doand. 

And she shal preyse [thee] wel the f mare 
Loke out of londe thou be not ffare , 2710 
And if such cause thou have, that thee 
Bihoveth fgon out of contree, 

Leve hool thyn herte in hostage. 

Til thou ageyn make thy passage 
Thenk long to see the swete thing 2715 
That hath thyn herte in hir keping 
‘ Now have I told thee, in what wyse 
A lover shal do me servy se 
Do it than, if thou wolt ha\ e 
The mode that thou aftir crave ’ 2720 

Whan Love al this had boden me, 

I seide him — ‘ Sire, how may it be 
That lovers may in such manere 
Endure the peyne ye have seid here ? 

I merveyle me wonder faste, 2725 

How any man may live or laste 
In such peyne, and such brenning, 

In sorwe and thought, and such sighing. 
Ay unrelesed wo to m^Jke, 

Whether so it bo they slepe or wake 2730 
In such annoy continuely. 

As helpe me god, this merveile I, 

How man, but he were maad of stele, 
Might live a month, such peynes to fele ' 
The God of Love than seide me, 2735 
‘ Freend, by the feith I owe to thee. 

May no man have good, but he it by 


Fragment B ] 


(jlomottttt of i$c (jloet. 


29 


A man loveth more tendirly 
The thmg that he hath bought most dere 
For wite thou wel, withouten were, 2740 
In thank that thing is taken more, 

For which a man hath suffred sore 

Certis, no wo ne may atteyne 

Unto the sore of loves peyne 

Non yvel therto ne may amounte, 2745 

No more than a man [may] counte 

The dropes that of the water be 

For drye as wel the grete see 

Thou mightist, as the harmes telle 

Of hem that with Love dwelle 27S0 

In servyse , for peyne hem sleetli, 

And that ech man woldo flee the decth, 
And trowe they shulde never escape, 

Nere that hope couthe hem make 
Glad as man in prisoun set, ^755 

And may not geten for to ot 
But barly-breed, and watir pure. 

And lyeth in vermin and in ordure , 
With olle this, yit can he live, 

Good hope such comfort hath him yi\e. 
Which maketh wene that he shal be 2761 
Delivered and come to liberte , 

In fortune is [his] fullo trust 
Though he lye m strawe or dust, 

In hope 18 al his susteyning 276*5 

And so for lovers, in hir wen mg, 

Whiche Love hath shit in his prisoun , 
Good-Hope is hir salvacioun 
Good-Hope, how sore that they smerte, 
Yeveth hem bothe wille and herte 2770 
To profre hir body to martj re , 

For Hope so sore doth hem desyre 
To suffre ech harm that men devyse. 

For joye that f aftir shal aryse 

‘ Hope, in desire [to] cacche victone , 

In Hope, of love is al the glorie, 2776 
For Hope is al that love may vive , 

Nere Hope, ther shulde no lo\er live 
Blessid be Hope, which with desyre 
Avaunceth lovers in such man ere 2780 

Good-Hope is curteis for to plese. 

To kepe lovers from al disese 
Hope kepith his lond, and wol abj de, 

For any peril that may betyde , 

For Hope to lovers, as most cheef, ^7815 
Doth hem endure[n] al mischecf , 

Hope IS her help, whan mister is 
And I shal yeve thee eek, y-wis, 


Three other thingis, that greet solas 
Doth to hem that be m my las 2790 
‘ The first[e] good that may be founde. 
To hem that in my lace be bounde. 

Is Swete-Thought, for to records 
Thmg wherwith thou canst accorde 
Best in thyn herte, wher she be , 2795 

f Thought in absence is good to thee 
Whan any lover doth compleyne. 

And liveth in distresse and peyne, 

Than Swete-Thought shal come, as blyve, 
Awey his angre for to dryve 2800 

It makith lovers have remembraunce 
Of comfort, and of high plesaunce. 

That Hope hath bight him for to winne 
For Thought anoon than shal biginne, 

As fer, god wot, as he can finde, 2805 
To make a mirrour of his mmde , 

For to biholde he wol not lette 
Hir person he shal afore him sette, 

Hir laughing e> cn, persaunt and clere, 
Hir shape, hir fourme, hir goodly chere, 
Hir mouth that IS so gracious, 2811 

So SM ete, and eek so sa\ erous , 

Of alle hir fetures he shal take hede, 

His eyen with alle hir limes fede 

‘ Thus Swetc-Thenking shal aswoge 2815 
The pe> ne of lovers, and hir rage 
Thy joye shal double, withoute gesse, 
Whan thou thenkist on hir semlinesse, 
Or of hir laughing, or ol hir chere, 

That to thee made thy lady dere 2820 
This comfort wol I that thou take , 

And if the next thou wolt forsake 
Which IS not lesse saverous. 

Thou shuldist f been to daungerous, 

‘ The secounde shal bo Swete-Speche, 
That hath to many oon be leche, 2826 
To bringe hem out of wo and were. 

And helpe many a baohilere , 

And manj a lady sent socoure, 

That have loved par-amour, 28^0 

Through speking, whan they mighten 
here 

Of hir lovers, to hem so dere 
To fhem it ^oldlth al hir smerte, 

The which is closed in hir herte. 

In herte it makith hem glad and light, 
Speche, whan they mowe have sight 2836 
And therfore now it oometh to minde 
In olde dawes, as I finde, 
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That clerkis writen that hir knewe, 

Ther was a lady fresh of hewe, 2840 

Which of hiT love made a song, 

On him for to remembie among, 

In which she seide, “ Whan that I here 
Speken of him that is so dere. 

To me it voidith al [my] smerte, 2845 
Y-wis, he sit so nere myn herte 
To speke of him, at eve or morwe, 

It cureth me of al my sorwa 

To me is noon so high plesannee 

As of his persone daliaunce ” 28‘>o 

She wist ful wel that Swete-Speking 

Comfortith in ful muche thing 

Hit love she had ful wel assayed, 

Of him she was ful wel apayed , 

To speke of him hir joye was set 2855 
Therfore I rede thee that thou get 
A feiGS^thart can wel concele 
And kepSiihy counsel, and wel hele, 

To whom go shewe hooUy thyn herte, 
Bothe wele and wo, joye and smerte - 2860 
To gete comfort to him thou go, 

And pnvily, between yow two. 

Ye shal speke of that goodly thing. 

That hath thyn herte m hir keping , 

Ot hir beaute and hir semblaunce, 2865 
And of hir goodly count enaunce 
Of al thy state thou shalt him sey, 

And aske him counseil how thou may 
Do any thing that may hir plese , 

For it to thee shal do gret ese, 2870 

That ho may wite thou trust him so, 
Bothe of thy wele and of thy wo 
And if his herte to love be set, 

His companye is muche the bet, 

For resoun wol, he shewe to thee 2875 
Al uttirly his pnvite , 

And what she is he loveth so, 

To thee pleynly he shal undo. 

Without e drede of any shame, 

Bothe telle hir renoun and hir name 2880 
Than shal he forther, ferre and nere, 
And namely to thy lady dere, 

In siker wyse , ye, every other 
Shal helpen as his owne brother, 

In trouthe withoute doublenesse, 2885 
And kepen cloos in sikomesse 
For it IS noble thing, m tay. 

To have a man thou darst say 
Thy pnve counsel every del , 


For that wol comfort thee right wel, 289a 
And thou shalt holde thee wel apayed. 
Whan such a freend thou hast assayed. 

‘ The thridde good of greet comfort 
That yeveth to lovers most disport, 
Comith of sight and biholding, 2895 

That clepid is Swete-Lokmg, 

The whiche may noon ese do. 

Whan thou art fer thy lady iro , 
Wherfore thou prese alwey to be 
In place, where thou mayst hir se. 2900 
For it IS thing most amerous, 

Most delitable and saverous. 

For to aswage a mannes sorowe. 

To sene his lady by the more we 

For it is a ful noble thinge 2905 

AYhan thyn eyen have meting 

With that relyke precious, 

Wlierof they be so desirous 
But al day after, soth it is. 

They have no drede to faren amis, 2910 
They dreden neither wind ne reyn, 

Ne [yit] non other maner peyn 

For whan thyn eyen were thus in blis, 

Yit of hir curtesye, y-wis, 

Aloon they can not have hir joye, 2915 
But to the herte they [it] convoye , 

Part of hir blis to him f they sende, 

Of al this harm to make an endo 
The e>e IS a good messangere. 

Which can to the herte in such manere 
Tidj ngis sende, that [he] hath seen, 2921 
To voide him of his peynes cleen 
Wherof the herte rcioyseth so 
That a gret party of his wo 
Is \oided, and put awey to flight 2925 
Right as the derknesse of the night 
Is chased with clerenesse of the mone. 
Right so IS al his wo ful sone 
Dcvoidcd dene, whan that the sight 
Biholden may that fresshe wight 2930 
That the herte desyreth so, 

That al his derknesse is ago , 

For than the herte is al at ese. 

Whan they seen that [that] may hem plese 

‘ Now have I f thee declared al-out, 2935 
Of that thou were m drede and dout , 

For I have told thee feithfully 
What thee may curen utterly, 

And alle lovers that wole be 

Feithful, and ful of stabilite 2940 
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O-ood-Hope alwey kepe by thy syde, 

And Swete-Thought make eek abyde, 
Swete-Loking and Swete-Speche , 

Of alle thyn harmes they shal be leche 
Of every thou shalt have greet plesaunce , 
If thou canst byde in sufferaunce, 2946 
And serve wel without feyntyse, 

Thou shalt be quit of thyn empryse, 
With more guerdoun, if that thou live , 
But al this tyme this I thee yive ’ 2950 

The God of Love whan al the day 
Had taught me, as ye have herd say, 

And enfourmod compendiously, 

He vanished awey al sodeynly. 

And I alone lefte, al sole, 2955 

So ful of compleynt and of dole, 

For I saw no other man ther me by 
My woundes me greved wondirly , 

Mo for to curen no-thmg I knew. 

Save the botoun bright of hew, 2960 
Wheron was set hoolly my thought , 

Of other comfort knew I nought, 

But it were through the God of Love , 

I knew nat elles to my bihove 
That might me ese or comfort gete, 2965 
But-if he wolde him entermete 
The roser was, withoute doute. 

Closed with an hegge withoute, 

As ye to-forn have herd me seyn , 

And fast I bisied, and wolde fayn 2970 
Have passed the hayo, if I might 
Have goteii in by any slight 
ITnto the botoun so lair to see 
But e\ er I draddo blamed to be, 

If men wolde have suspeccioun 297<^ 
That I wolde of entencioun 
Have stole the roses that ther were , 
Thorfore to entre I was m fere 
But at the last, as I bithought 
Whether I sholde passe or nought, 2980 
I saw com with a gladde chere 
To me, a lusty bachelere. 

Of good stature, and of good hight, 

And Bialacoil forsothe he hight 
Sone he was to Curtesy, 2985 

And he me graunted ful gladly 
The passage of the outer hay. 

And seide — ‘ Sir, how that ye may 
Passe, if [it] your wille be. 

The fresshe roser for to see, 2990 

And ye the swete savour fele. 


Your f warrant may [I be] right wele , 

So thou thee kepe fro folye, 

Shal no man do thee vilanye 

If I may helpe you in ought, 2995 

I shal not feyne, dredeth nought , 

For I am bounde to your servyse, 

F^Uy devoide of feyntyse ’ 

Than unto Bialaooil saade I, 

‘ I thank you, sir, ful hertely, 3000 

And your biheest [I] take at gree. 

That ye so goodly prefer me , 

To you it cometh of greet fraunchyse, 
That ye me prefer your servyse ’ 

Than aftir, ful deliverly, 3005 

Through the breres anoon wente I, 
Wherof encombred was the hay 
I was wel plesed, the soth to say. 

To see the botoun fair and swote, 

So fresshe spronge out of the rote 3010 
And Bialacoil me served wel, 

Whan I so nygh me mighte fele 
Of the botoun the swete odour, 

And so lusty hewed of colour 

But than a cherl (foule him bityde 0 30*S 

Bisyde the roses gan him hyde, 

To kepe the roses of that roser, 

Of whom the name was Daunger 
This cherl was hid there m the greves. 
Covered with grasse and with leves, 3020 
To spye and take whom that he fond 
Unto that roser putte an hond 
He was not sole, for ther was mo , 

For with him were other two 
Of wikked maners, and yvel fame 3025 
That oon was clepid, by his name, 
Wikked-Tonge, god yeve him sorwe ’ 

For neither at eve, ne at morwe. 

He can of no man [no] good speke , 

On many a just man doth he wreke 3030 
Ther was a womman eek, that hight 
Shame, that, who can reken right, 
Trespas was hir fadir name, 

Hir moder Resoun , and thus was Shame 
[On lyvc] brought of these ilk two 3035 
And yet had Trespas never ado 
With Resoun, ne never ley hir by, 

He was so hidous and ugly, 

I mene, this that Trespas hight , 

But Resoun conceyveth, of a sight, 3040 

Shame, of that I spak aforn 

And whan that Shame was thus horn 
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It was ordeyned, that Chastitee 
Shulde of the roser lady be, 

Which, of the botouns more and las, 3045 
With sondrv folk assailed was. 

That she ne wiste what to do 
For Venus hir assailith so. 

That night and day from hir she stal 
Botouns and roses over-al 3050 

To Resoun than prayeth Chastitee, 

WTiom Venus fflemed over the see, 

That she hir doughter wolde hir lene, 

To kepe the roser fresh and greno 
Anoon Resoun to Chastitee 30^ 

Is fully assented that it be. 

And grauntid hir, at hir request, 

That Shame, bicause she is honest, 

Shal keper of the roser be 
And thus to kepe it ther were three, 3060 
That noon shulde hardy be ne bold 
(Were he yong, or were he old) 

Ageyn hir wille awey to here 
Botouns ne roses, that ther were 
I had wel sped, had I not been 3065 
Awayted with these three, and seen 
For Bialacoil, that was so fair. 

So gracious and debonair, 

Quitte him to me ful curteisly. 

And, me to plese, bad that I 3070 

Shuld drawe me to the botoun nere , 
Prese in, to touche the rosere 
Winch bar the roses, h** yaf me leve , 

This graunt ne might but litel greve 
And for he saw it lyked me, 307*? 

Right nygh the botoun pullede he 
A leef al grene, and yaf me that. 

The which ful nygh the botoun sat , 

I made [me] of that leef ful queynt 
And whan I felte I was aqueynt 3080 
With Bialacoil, and so prive, 

I wende al at my wille had be 

Then wex I hardy for to tel 

To Bialacoil how me bifel 

Of Love, that took and wounded me, 3085 

And seide ‘ Sir, so mote I thee, 

I may no joye have in no wyse. 

Upon no syde, but it ryse , 

For sithe (if I shal not feyne) 

In herte I have had so gret peyne, 3090 
So gret annoy, and such affray. 

That I ne wot what I shal say , 

I drede your wrath to disserve 


Lever me were, that knyves kerve 
My body shulde in pecis smalle, 3095 
Than in any wyse it shulde talle 
That ye wratthed shulde been with me ’ 

‘ Sey boldely thy wille,’ quod he, 

‘ I nil be wroth, if that I may, 3099 
For nought that thou shalt to mo say ’ 
Thanne seido I, ‘ Sir, not you displese 
To knowen of my greet unese. 

In which only love hath me brought , 

For peynes greet, disose and thought. 

Fro day to day he dotli me drye , 3105 

Supposeth not, sir, that I lye 
In me fyve woundes dide he make. 

The sore of whiche shal never slake 
But ye the botoun graunte me, 

W^ich is most passaunt ot beautoe, 3110 
My lyf, my deth, and my martyre. 

And tresour that I most desyre ’ 

Tlian Bialacoil, affrayed all, 

Seyde, ‘ Sir, it may not fall , 

That ye desire, it may not fryse 3115 
WHbat ? wolde ye shende mo in this wyse ? 
A mochel foole than I were. 

If I suffrid you awey to beio 

The fresh botoun, so fair of sight 

For it were neither skilo no right 3120 

Of the roser ye broke the rind, 

Or take the rose aforn his kind , 

Ye ar not courteys to asko it 
Lat it stil on the roser sit, 

And fgrowe til it amended be, 3125 

And parhtly come to bcaute 
I nolde not that it pulled wer 
Fro the roser that it her. 

To me it IS so leef and dero ’ 

With that sterte out anoon Daungere, 
Out of the place where he was hid. 31^1 
His malice in his chore was kid , 

Ful greet he was, and blak of hewe, 
Sturdy and hidous, who-so him knewe , 
Like sharp urchouns his here was growe, 
His eyes frede as the fire-glow , 3136 

His nose frounced ful kirked ptood. 

He com criand as he were wood, 

And seide, ‘ Bialacoil, tel me why 
Thou bringest hider so boldly 3140 

Him that so nygh [is] the roser ^ 

Thou worohist m a wrong maner , 

He thenkith to dishonour thee. 

Thou art wel worthy to haye maugroe 
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To late him of the rosor wit , 3145 

■'Vho serveth a felovin is yvel quit 
Thou woldist have doon greet bountee, 

And he with shame wolde quyte thee 
Flee hennes, telowe ’ I redo thee go ’ 

It wantoth litel 'j'l wol thee slo , 31 <50 

For Bialacoil ne know thee nought, 

’^Vhan thee to serve he sette his thought , 
For thou wolt shame him, if thou might, 
Botho ageyn resoun and right 
I wol no more m thee affye, 31S5 

That comest so slyghly for tespye , 

For it preveth wonder wel, 

Thy slight and tresoun every del ' 

I durst no more ther make abode, 

For the cherl, ho was so wode , 3160 

So gan ho threton and manace. 

And thurgh the haye he did me chaco 
For feei of him I tremblid and quook, 

So choilishly his hoed he shook , 

And soide, if eft ho might me take, 316^ 

I shulde not from his hondis scape 
Than Bialacoil is fled and mate. 

And I al sole, disconsolate, 

Was left aloon in peyne and thought , 

For shame, to doth I was n^gh brought 
Thau thought I on myn high foly, 3171 
How that my body, utterly, 

Was yeve to peyne and to martyre , 

And therto hadde I so gret yre. 

That I ne durst the hayes jiasse , 3173 

There was non hope, there was no grace 
1 trowe never man wisto of peyne. 

But ho wore laced in Loves cheyne , 

Ne no man [wot], and sooth it is, 

But-if he love, what anger is 3180 

Love holdith his hcost to mo right wole, 
Whan peyne he seide I shulde tele 
Non horte may thenke, ne tungo seyne, 

A quarter of my wo and peyne 
I might not with the anger laste , 3183 

Myn herte in poynt was tor to braste, 
Whan I thought on the rose, that so 
Was through Daunger cast me fro 
A long whyl stood I in that state, 

Til that mo saugh so mad and mate 3190 
The lady of the highe ward. 

Which from hir tour lokid thiderward 
Resoun men olepe that lady, 

Winch from hir tour debverly 

Come down to mo withouten more yip*; 
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But she was neither yong, ne here. 

No high ne low, ne fat ne lene, 

But best, as it were in a mene 
Hir eyen two weie deer and light 
As any candel that brenneth bright , 3200 
And on hir heed she hadde a crown 
Hir semede wel an high persoun , 

For rounde enviroun, hir crownet 
Was iul of riche stonis tret 
Hir goodly semblaunt, by de^^^s, 3205 

I trowe were maad in paradys , 

'{'Nature had nevei such a grace. 

To forge a weik ot such compace 
For certeyn, ■fbut the letter lye, 

God liim-silf, that is so high, 3210 

Made hir aftir his image. 

And yaf hir sitli sich avauntage, 

That she hath might and seignorye 
To kepe men from al folye , 

Who-so wole trowe liii loie, 3*13 

Ne may olfenden nevermore 

And whyl I stood thus dork and pale, 
Resoun bigan to me hir tale , 

She seide ‘ Al liayl, my swete frend ' 
Foly and childhood wol thee shond, 32^0 
Which thee haye put in greet affray , 
Thou hast bought dire the tyme ot May, 
That made thyn heito niery to be 
In yyel tyme thou wentist to see 
The gardm, whorof Ydilnesse 3225 

Bar the keye, and was maistresse 
Whan thou ^odcst in the d\iinco 
With hir, and haddc[st] aquejuitaunce 
Hir aquoyntaunco is perilous, 

First softe, and aftii(waid] noyous , 3230 
She hath [thee] trasshed, withoute ween , 
The God of Love had thee not seen, 

Ne hadde Ydilnesse thee conveyed 
In the verger where Mii the him pleyed 
If Foly have snppiised thee, 3235 

Bo so that it recovered be , 

And be W'^ol war to take no more 
Counsel, that g^e^eth aftir sore , 

He 18 wys that w^ol himsilf chastyso. 

And though a young man in any wyse 
Trespace among, and do foly, 3241 

Lat him not tarye, but hastily 
Lat him amende what so be mis 
And eek I counseile thee, y-wis, 

The God of Love hoolly foryet, 3245 

That hath thee in sich peyne set, 
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And tkee m herte tormented so 
I can nat seen how thou mayst go 
Other weyes to garisoun , 

For Daunger, that is so feloun, ^250 
Felly purposith thee to werrey, 

Which IS fill cruel, the soth to sey 

‘ And yit of Daunger cometh no blame, 
In reward of my doughter Shame, 

Which hath the roses in hir warde, 32 
As she that may be no musarde 
And Wikked-Tunge is with these two, 
That suffrith no man thider go , 

For er a thing be do, he shal. 

Where that ho cometh, over-al, 3^60 
In fourty places, if it be sought, 

Seye thing that never was doon ne 
wrought , 

So moohe tresoun is in his male. 

Of falsnesse for to f feyne a tale 
Thou delest with angry folk, y-wis , 3265 
Wherfor to thee [it] bettir is 
From these folk awey to fare, 

For they wol make thee live in care 
This IS the yvel that Love they calle, 
Wherin ther is but foly alle, 3270 

For love is foly everydel , 

Who loveth, in no wyse may do wel, 

Ne sette his thought on no good werk 
His scole he lesith, if he fbe clerk , 

Of other craft eek if he be, 327^ 

He shal not thryve therm , for ho 
In love shal have more pasaioun 
Than monke, hermyte, or chanoun 
The pcyne is hard, out of mesure, 

The joye may eek no whyl endure , 3280 

And in the possessioun 
Is muche tribulacioun , 

The joye it is so short-lasting, 

And but in happe is the getmg , 

For I see ther many in travaille, 3285 
That atte lasto foule fayle 
I was no thing thy counselor, 

Whan thou were maad the homager 
Of God of Love to hastily , 

Ther was no wisdom, but foly 3290 

Thyn herte was joly, but not sage, 

Whan thou were brought in sich a rage, 
To yelde thee so redily, 

And to Love, of his gret maistry 

‘ I rede thee Love awey to dryve, 329<> 
That makith thee recche not of thy lyve 


The foly more fro day to day 
Shal growe, but thou it putte away 
Take with thy teeth the bridel faste, 

To daunte thyn herte , and eek thee caste. 
If that thou mayst, to gete ’[■defence 3301 
For to redresse thy first offence 
Who-so his herte alwey wol leve, 

Shal finde among that shal him greve ’ 
Whan I hir herd thus me chastyse, 3305 
I answerd in ful angry wyse 
I prayed hir cessen of hir speche, 

Outher to chastyse me or teche. 

To bidde me my thought refreyne, 

Which Love hath caught in his de- 
meyne — 33*^^ 

‘ What ? wene ye Love wol consent. 

That me assailith with bowe bent. 

To draw myn herte out of his honde. 
Which IS so quikly in his bonde ? 

That ye counsayle, may never be , 3315 

For whan he first arested me, 

He took myn herte so hool him til, 

That it 18 no-thmg at my wil , 

He 'I'taughte it so him for to obey, 

That ho it sparred with a key 3320 

T pray yow lat me be al stille 
For ye may wel, if that ye wille. 

Your wordis waste m idilnesso , 

For utterly, -withouten gesse, 

Al that ye seyn is but in veyne 3325 

Me were lever dye in the peyne. 

Than Love to me-ward shnlde arette 
Falsheed, or tresoun on me sette 
I wol me gete prys or blame. 

And love trewe, to save my name , 3330 

’j'Who mo chastysith, I him hate ’ 

With that word Resoun wente hir gate, 
Wlian she saugh for no sermonmg 
She might me fio my foly bring 
Than dismayed, I lefte al sool, 3335 

Forwery, forwandiod as a fool. 

For I ne knew no fchevisaunce 
Than fel into my remembraunce. 

How Love bade me to purveye 
A felowe, to whom I mighte seye 3340 
My counsel and my privetc, 

For that shulde muche availe me 
With that bithought I me, that I 
Hadde a felowe faste by, 

Trewe and siker, curteys, and bond, 3345 
And ho was called by name a Freend , 
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A trewer felowe was no-wher noon 
In haste to him I wente anoon, 

And to him al my wo I toldo, 

Fro him right nought I wold withliolde 
I tolde him al withoute were, ^^51 

And made my comple3uit on Daungere, 
How for to see he was hidous, 

And to-mo-ward contrarious , 

The whifhe through his cruelte 3355 
Was in poynt to have meygned mo , 
With Bialacoil whan he mo sey 
Within the gardyn walke and pley, 

Fro me lie made him for to go, 

And I bilefto aloon in wo , 3360 

I durst no longer with him spoke, 

For Daunger seide he wolde bo wieko, 
Wlian that he sawe how I wente 
Tlie fressho botoun for to hentc, 

If I were hardy to come neer 3365 

Bitwcno the hay and the roser 

This Freend, whan he wiste of my 
thought, 

He discomforted me right nought, 

But scide, ‘ Felowe, be not so mad, 

He so abaysshed nor bistad 3370 

My-silf I knowo ful wel Daungere, 

And how he is feers of his chere. 

At prime temps, Love to manace , 

Ful of to I have ben m his caas 
A feloun first though that he be, 3375 
Aftir thou shalt him souple see 
Of long passed I knew him wele , 
Ungoodly hi st though men him fele, 

He wol meek aftir, in his be ring, 

Been, for service and obeysshing 3380 
I slial thee telle what thou shalt do — 
Mekely I rede thou go him to, 

Of herte pray him specialy 
Of thy trespace to have mercy, 

And hote him wel, [him] here to plose, 3-»83 
That thou shalt nevermore him disiilese 
Who can best seiwe of flatery, 

Shal plese Daunger most uttiily ’ 

My Freend hath sold to me so wel, 
That he me esid hath somdel, 3390 

And eek aUegged of my toiment , 

For through him had I hardement 
Agayii to Daunger for to go, 

To preve if I might moke linn so 

To Daunger cam I, al ashamed, 3395 
The which aforn me hadde blamed, 


Desyrmg for to peso my wo , 

But over hegge- durst I not go, 

For ho ’{-forbad me the passage 
I fond him cruel in his rage, 3400 

And in his hond a gret burdoun 
To him I knelid lowe adoun, 

Ful meke of port, and simple of chere, 
And scide, ‘ Sir, I am comen here 
Only to aske of you mercy 34^5 

That greveth me, [sir], ful gretly 
That ever my lyf I wratthed you, 

But for to amende I am come now, 

With al my might, bothe loude and stiUe, 
To doon right at your owne wiUe , 3410 

For Love made me for to do 
That I have trespassed hidirto , 

Fro whom I no may withdraws myn 
herte , 

Yit shal I never, for joy ne smerto, 

What so bifalle, good or lUe, 3415 

Offende more ageyn your wiUe 
Lover I have endure disese 
Than do that shulde you displese 
‘ I you require and pray, that ye 
Of me have mercy and pitee, 3420 

To stinte your yre that greveth so, 

That I wol swero for evermo 
To he redrcssid at y our lyking, 

If I trespasse in any thing , 

Save that I pray thee graunte me 3425 
thing that may nat warned be, 

That I may love, al only , 

Non other thing of 3 on aske I 
I shal doon ellos wel, 3-wis, 

If of youi grace ye graunte mo this 3430 
And ye [ne] may not letten me, 

For wel wot ye that love is free, 

And I shal loven, -j sith that I wil, 
AVlio-ovcr lyko it w el or il , 

And >it no wold I, for al Fraunce, 3435 
Do thing to do 3'ou displesaunce ’ 

Than Daungei fil in his entent 
For to foryove his maltalent , 

But al his wiatthe yit at lasto 
He hath relesed, I pre3 de so faste 3440 
Shortly he seide, ‘ Thy request 
Is not to mochcl dishonest , 

Ne I wol not werne it thee, 

For yit no-thing engre'veth me 

For though thou love thus evermore, 3445 

To me IS neither softe ne sore. 
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Love fwher tliee list , what rercliith me, 
So [thou] fer fro my roses be ? 

Trust not on me, for noon assay, 

In any tyme to passe the ha^^ ’ ^4';o 

Thus hath he g:rauntod my pn\ere 
Than vonte I forth, withouten were. 
Unto my Freend, and toldo him al, 
Which was right loyful of my tale 
He seido, ‘ Now goth wcl thyn affaire, S4SS 
He shal to thee ho debonaire 
Though he aforn was dispitons, 

Ho shal heeraftir he gracious 

If he wore touehid on som good veyne, 

He shuld -vit rewcn on thy po\no ^4fk) 
Snffre, I redo, and no boost make, 

Til thou at good mes mayst him take 
By suffraunce, and [by] woidis so^te, 

A man may overcome[n] ofte 

Him that aforn ho hadde in drode, ^46^ 

In bookis sothlj as I ro<k ’ 

Thus hath my Freend with gret com 
fort 

Avaunced me with high disport. 

Which wolde me good as mich is I 
And thanno anoon ful sode\mly S470 
I took my leve, and streight I went 
Unto the hay , for gret talent 
I had to seen the fresh botoun, 

Wlienn lay my salvacioun , 

And Daunger took kepe, it that I 3475 
Kepe him covenaunt trewly 
So sore I dradde his manasing, 

I durst not breke[n] his bidding , 

For, lost that I were of him shent, 

I brak not his comanndement, ^480 

For to purchase Ins good w il 
It was [hard] for to come thcr til. 

His mercy was to fer bihindr , 

I wepte, for T ne might it findo 
I compleyned and sighed sorr, 

And languisshed cvei more, 

For I durst not over go 
Unto tho rose I loved so 
rhurghout my demirg outcriy, 
fThan had he knowloge ccrti inly, ^5490 

fThat Love me laddc in sich a w^so, 

Fhat in mo ther was no feynt j se, 
Palsheed, ne no trecheryo 
^ind yit he, ful of vilanye, 

3 f disdeyne, and cruelte, 3491^ 

5ii me ne wolde have pite, 


His cruel wil for to refrevne. 

Though I wepe alwey, and f compleyne 
And while I w as in this torment. 

Were come of grace, by god sent, 3500 
Fraunchyso, and with hir Pite 
Fullild the botoun of bounteo 
They go to Daunger anon-nght 
To forther me with al hir might, 

And holpe in worde and in dede, ^^05 
For wel they saugh that it was node 
First, of hir grace, dame Fraunchyso 
Hath taken [word] of this empr\se 
She seide, ‘ Daunger, grot w rong \ e do 
To worche this man so muche wo, ysio 
Or x>ynen him so angorlj , 

Tt is to you gret vilanv 
I can not see why, ne how. 

That ho hath trespassed ngovTi you, 

Save that he loveth , wherfore \e shuldo 
The more in chercte of him holdo 
The force of love makith him do this , 
Wlio wolde him blame he dide amis ? 

He leseth more than ve may do , 

His peyno is hard, \e mav see, lo * 3^20 

And Love in no wyso wolde consente 
Tliat f he have pow or to repente , 

For though that quik ye wolde him sloo, 
Fro Love his herto may not go 
Now, swote sir, f is it your ose 3525 

Him for to angro or disese ? 

Allas, what may it you avaunre 
To doon to him so greet grevaunce ? 
What worship is it agayn him take, 

Or on your man a worre make, 3330 
Sitli he so lowly every wyse 
Is redy, as ye lust devy se 
If Love hath caught liim in his lace, 

You for t’obeye in every caas. 

And been your suget at your wille, 3^y5 
Shulde ye therfore willen him illc ? 

Ye shuldo him spare more, al out, 

Than him that is bothe proud and stout 
Curtesye wol that ye socour 
Hem that hen meke undir your cure 3340 
His herte is hard, that wole not mcke, 
Whan men of mokenosse him hiseke ’ 

‘ That IS corteyn,’ seido Pite , 

Wo see ofte that hnmilitee 
Bothe ire, and also felonye 3345 

Venquisshoth, and also melancolye , 

To stonde forth in such duresse, 
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This crueltee and wikkednesso 
Wherfore I pray you, sir Daungere, 

For to mayntene no longer here 3550 
Such cruel werre agayn your man, 

As hoolly youres as ever ho can , 

Nor that ye worchen no more wo 
•j-On this caytif that languisshith so. 
Which wol no more to you trespasse, 3555 
But put him hoolly in your grace 
His offense ne was but lyte , 

The God of Ijove it was to wyte. 

That lie your thral so gretly is, 

And if ye harm him, ye doon amis , 3560 
I or he hath had ful hard iienaunco, 

Sith that y e refte him tli’aqueymtaunce 
Of Bialacoil, his moste joye, 

\^Tllch alle his peynes might acoyo 
He was biforn anoyed sore, 3565 

But than ye doubled him wol more , 

For ho of bhs hath ben ful bare, 

Sith Bialacoil was fro him fare 
Lo\e hath to him do greet distrosse, 

H e hath no nede of more duresse 3570 
Voidoth from him your ire, I redo , 

Ye may not winnen in this dede 
Maketh Bialacoil repeiro ageyn. 

And liav eth pite upon his peyn , 

Foi Fraunchise wol, and I, Pito, 3575 
That merciful to him ye bo , 

And sith that she and I accorde, 

Ha\ e upon him misencorde , 

For 1 y ou pray, and eek monoste, 

Kought to refusen our roquosto , 3580 

For he is hard and fel of thought, 

That for us two wol do right nought ' 
Daungor no might no more endure, 

He mekod him unto mesuro 

‘ I wol in no wyse,’ seith Daungero, 3585 
‘ Donye that ye have asked liere , 

It were to greet uncurtesye 
I w ol yo have the comimnye 
Of Bialacoil, as ye dovyso , 

I wol him letto[n] in no wyse ' 31)90 

To Bialacoil than wente in hy 
Fraunchyse, and seide ful curteisly — 

‘ Ye have to longe bo deignous 
Unto this lover, and daungerous, 

Fro him to withdraws youi presence, 3595 
Which hath do to him greto offence, 
That ye not wolde upon him see , 
Wherfore a sorowful man is he 


Shape ye to paye him, and to plese. 

Of my love if ye wol have eso 3600 

Fulfil hiS wil, sith that ye knowe 
Daungei is daunted and brought lowe 
Thurgh help of mo and of Pite , 

You fthar no moie afered be ’ 

‘ I shal do right as ye wil,’ 3603 

Saith Bialacoil, ‘ for it is skil, 

Sith Daungor wol that it so be ’ 

Than Fraunchise hath him sent to me 
Bialacoil at the biginnmg 
Salued me in his coming 3610 

No straungenes was in him seen 
No more than lie ne had w rallied been 
As faire semhlaunt than shewed he me 
And goodly , as aforn did ho , 

And by the hondo, -withouten donte, 3615 
W itliin the haye, right al abouto 
Ho laddc me, with light good chere, 

Al eiiMion the vergeie, 

That Daunger had me chased fro 
Now ha^c 1 love o\or al to go , 3620 

Now am I raised, at my dc\’ys, 

Fio hello unto puiadys 
Thus Bialacoil, of gentilnesse, 

With alio his peyne and besinesse, 

Hath shewed me, only of grace, 3625 
The esties of the swoto place 
I saw the lose, vhan I was nigh, 

W^'as gretter woxen, and more high, 
Flesh, rody , and fair of lie\\e, 

Of colour e\er yliche nev\e 3630 

And whan I had it longe seen, 

I saugh that through tiio le\es greno 
The lose spreddo to spanishmg , 

To sene it was a goodly thing 

But it no \\ as so spred on brede, 3635 

That men within might knowe the sede , 

For it coa ert was and [cnjclose 

Bothe w ith the leves and w ith the rose. 

The stalk was o\en and grene upright, 

It was theron a goodly sight , 3640 

And wol the better without eii wene, 

For the seed was not [y ]-sene, 

Ful fairo it spradde, tgod it blesse ! 

For suche another, as I gesse, 

Aforn ne was, ne more vermayle 3645 
I was aha wed for merveyle, 

For ever the fairer that it wtis, 

The more I am bounden in Lo\ es laaa 
Longe I abood there, soth to saye, 
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Til Bialacoil I gan to praye, 3650 

Whan that I saw him in no wyso 
To me warnen his servyse, 

That he me wolde graimte a thing, 
Which to remembre is wol sitting , 

This IS to sayne, that of his grace 
He woldc me yevo leyser and space 
To me that was so desirous 
To have a kissing precious 
Of the goodly ireshe rose, 

That fswetely smelleth m m> nose, 3660 
‘ For if it you displesed nought, 

I wolde gladly, as I have sought, 

Have a cos therof freely 
Of your yeft , for certainly 
I wol non have but by your leve, 366s 
So loth me were you for to greve ’ 

Ho sayde, ‘ Frend, so god me spede, 

Of Chastite I have suohe drede. 

Thou shuldest not warned be for me, 

But I dar not, for Chastite 3670 

Agayn hir dar I not misdo, 

For alwey biddeth she me so 
To yevo no lover leve to kisse , 

For who therto may winnen, y-wis, 

He of the surplus of the pray 3675 

May live m hope to get som day 
For who so kissing may attayne, 

Of loves peyne hath, soth to sayne. 

The beste and most avenaunt. 

And ernest of the remenaunt ’ 3680 

Of his answere I syghed sore , 

I durst assaye him tho no more, 

I had such drede to greve him ay 
A man shulde not to mucho assaye 
To chafe his frend out of mesure, 3685 
Nor put his lyf in aventure , 

For no man at the firste stroke 
Ne may nat felle doun an oke , 

Nor of the reisins have the wyne, 

Til grapes frype and wel afjne 3690 
Be sore empressid, I you ensure, 

And drawen out of the pressure 

But I, forpcyned wonder stronge, 

'I'Thought that I abood right longe 

Aftir the kis, in peyne and wo, 3695 

81th I to kis desyred so 

Til that, frewing on my distresse, 

Ther fto me Venus the goddesse, 

Which ay werreyeth Chastite, 

Came of hir grace, to socoure me, 3700 


WTios might IS knowe fer and wyde. 

For she is modir of Cupyde, 

Tho God of Love, blindo as stoon, 

That helpith lovers many oon 

Tins lady brought in hir right bond 3705 

Of breniimg fyr a biasing brond , 

Wherof the flawme and hote Ij r 
Hath many a lady in dosyr 
Of love brought, and soi 0 bet. 

And in hir serviso hir fhcrtes set 3710 
This lady was of good enta> le. 

Right wondirful of apparayle , 

By hir atyro so hriglit and shene, 

Mon might pcicoyve wel, and scon, 

She was not of religioun 3715 

Nor I nil make mencioun 

Nor of [hir] robe, noi of tresour, 

Of broche, f nor of hir riche attoiir , 

No of hir girdil aboute hir syde, 

For that 1 nil not long abyde 3720 

But knowith wel, that certoynly 
She was arayed richdy 
Deyoyd of prydo certcyn she was , 

To Bialacoil she wente a pas, 

And to him shortly, m a clause, 3725 
She scide ‘ Sir, what is the cause 
Ye been of port so daungerous 
Unto this lover, and deynous, 

To graunte him no-thing but a kis ? 

To wemo it him ye doon amis , 3730 

Sith wel ye wote, how that he 
Is Loves servaunt, as yo may see, 

And hath beaute, wher through [he] is 
Worthy of love to have the hlis 
How he IS semely, biholde and see, 3735 
How he IS fair, how he is free, 

How he IS swote and debonair, 

Of age yong, lusty, and fair 
Ther is no lady so hauteyno, 

Huchesse, countesse, ne chasteleyne, 3740 
That I noldo holde hir ungoodly 
For to refuse him outerly 
His hreeth is also good and swete. 

And eke his lippis rody, and mete 
Only to fpleyen, and to kisse 3745 

Graunte him a kis, of gentilnesse ’ 

His teeth am also whyte and clone , 

Me thinkith wrong, withonten wene, 

If ye now worne him, trustith me, 

To graunte that a kis have he , 3750 

The lasse f to helpe him that ye haste, 
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The more tyme shul ye waste ’ 

Whan the flawme of the verry brond, 
That Venus brought in hir right hond, 
Had Bialacoil with hete smete, 3755 
Anoon he fbad, withouten lette, 

Graunte to me the rose kisso 
Than of my peyne I gan to lisse, 

And to the rose anoon wente I, 

And kissid it ful feithfully 3760 

Thar no man aske if I was blythe, 

Wlian the savour soft and lythe 
Strook to myn herte withoute more, 

And mo aleggod of my sore, 

So was I ful of joye and blisse 3763 

It IS fiir sich a flour to kisso, 

It was so swote and saverous 
I might not he so angiiisshous, 

That I mote glad and joly bo, 

Whan th \t I romembre me 3770 

Yit e\er among, sothly to soyn, 

I suffro noyo and moche poyn 
The SCO may nevei bo so stil, 

That with a litel winde it 'f'nil 
0\ orwhelme and turne also, 3773 

As it woro wood, in wawis go 
Aftir the calm the trouble sone 
Mot folowe, and chaunge as the mone 
Bight so tareth Love, that soldo in oon 
Holdith his anker , for right anoon 3780 
Wlian they in ese wene best to live, 

They been with tempest al fordrive 
Who sorveth Love, can telle of wo , 

The stoundemele joyo mot overgo 
Now he liurteth, and now he cuietli, 3785 
For soldo in 00 poynt Love ondureth 
Now is it right mo to procode. 

How Shame gan medio and take hede, 
Thurgli whom felle angres I have had , 
And how the stronge wal was maad, 3790 
And the castell of brede and lengthe, 
That God ot Love wan with his strengtlie 
Al this in romance wil I sette, 

And for no-thing ne wil I lette, 

So that it lyking to hir be, 3793 

That IS the flour of beauto , 

For she may best my labour quyte, 

That I for hir love shal ondyte 
Wikkid-Tunge, that the covyne 
Of every lover can devyne 3800 

Worst, and addith more somdel, 

(For Wikkid-Tunge seith never wel), 


To me-ward bar he right gret hate, 
Espying me erly and late. 

Til he hath seen the gret[e] chere 3805 
Of Bialacoil and me y-fere 
Ho mighte not his tunge withstonde 
Worse to reporte than he fonde. 

He was so ful of cui sod rage , 

It sat him wel of his linage, 381® 

For him an Irish womman bar 
His tunge was fyled sharp, and squar, 
Poignaunt and right kcrving. 

And wonder bitter in speking 

For whan that he me gan espje, 3815 

He swoor, afterming sikirlj , 

Bitwene Bialacoil and mo 

Was yvcl aquayntaunce and pri\ ee 

lie spak therof so folily, 

Til it he awakid J tlousy , 3820 

Which, al afrayod in his rysiiig. 

Whan that ho herde [him] jangling, 

He lan anoon, as ho were wood, 

To Bialacoil ther that he stood , 

Whu h hadde lever in this caas 3825 
Have been at Beynes or Amy is , 

Foi foot hoot, in his felonye 
To him thus scide Jelousyo — 

‘ Why hast thou been so nocligent, 

To keptn, whan I was absent, 3830 

This veigcr litre left in thj v rrd ? 

To me thou haddist no rewaid, 

To trusto (to thy confusioun) 

Him thus, to whom suspeccioun 
I have light greet, for it is nedo , 3835 

It lb wel shewed by the dede 
G reet fauto in thee now have I founde , 
By god, anoon thou shalt be bounde, 

And fast© loken in a tour, 

Withouto refuj t or socour 3840 

For Shame to long hath be thee fro , 

Over son© she was ago 

Whan thou hast lost bothe drede and fere, 

It semed wel she was not here 

She was [not] bisy, in no wyse, 3845 

To kepo thee and [to] chastyse. 

And for to helpon Chastitee 
To kepe the roser, as thmkith me 
For than this boy-knave so boldely 
Ne sholde not have be hardy, 3830 

[Ne] in this fverger had such game, 
Which now me turneth to gret shame ’ 
Bialacoil nist what to sey , 
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Ful favn he woldo have ilod awey, 

For fere han lud, nere than ho 38^5 
A 1 sodeynly took him with me 
And whan I saiigh he hadde so, 

This Jelousjo, take us two, 

I was astoned, and knew no rede, 

But fledde awey for verrey drede 3860 
Than Shame cam foith ful simply , 

She wende ha\G t respaced ful gretly , 
Humble of hir port, and made it simple, 
Wenng a vaylo in stede of wimple, 

As nonnis doon in hir abbey 3865 

Bicause hir herto was in affraj , 

She gan to spoke, within a thiowo. 

To Jelousye, right wonder lowe 
First of his grace she bisought, 

And seido — ‘ Sire, ne leveth nought 3S70 
Wikkid-Tunge, that fals esp3 e. 

Which IS so glad to fey no and Ive 
He hath you maad, thurgh hateiing, 

On Bialacoil a fals losing 

His falsnesse is not now anew, 3S75 

It IS to long that he him know 

This IS not the hrste day , 

For Wikkid-Tunge hath custom ay 
Yong 4 folkis to bowreye. 

And false lesinges on hem fleya 3880 
‘ Yit nevertheles I see among, 

That the loigne it is so longe 
Of Bialacoil, hertis to lure, 

In Loves servise for to endure, 

Drawing suche folk him to, 3883 

That he had no-thing with to do , 

But in sothnesse I trowe nought. 

That Bialacoil hadde ever in thought 
To do trespace or vilanj e , 

But, for his raodir Curtesje 3890 

Hath taught him ever [for] to be 
Good of aqueyntaunco and pnvee , 

For he loveth non hevinesse, 

But mirthe and pley, and al gladnesse , 
He hateth alle f trecherous, 3895 

Soleyn folk and envious , 

For [wel] ye witen how that he 

Wol ever glad and joyful bo 

Honestly with folk to pley 

I have bo negligent, in good fey, 3900 

To chastise him , therfore now I 

Of herte fcrye you here mercy, 

That I have been so recheles 
To tamen him, withouten lees 


Of my foly I me repente , 3905 

Now wol I hool sette myn entente 
To kepe, bothe floude and stille, 
Bialacoil to do your wille ’ 

‘ Shamo, Shame,’ se^do Jelousy, 

‘ To be bitrasslied gret drede have I 3910 
Lecherye hath clombe so hye. 

That almost blered is myn ye , 

No wonder is, if that drede ha\ e I 
Over-al regnith Lechery, 

Wlios might [yit] growith night and day 
Bothe in cloistre and in abbey 3916 
Chastite is werroyed over-al 
Therforo I wol with siker wal 
Close bothe roses and roscr 
T have to longe in this manor 3920 

Left hem unclosid wilfully , 

Wherfore I am right inwardly 
Sorowful and repente me 
But now they shal no longer be 
Unclosid , and yit I drede sore, 3925 
I shal repente fcrthermore. 

For the game goth al amis 
Counsel I f mot [take] newe, y-wis 
I have to longe tnsted thee, 

But now it shal no lenger he , 3930 

For he may best, m every cost, 

Disceyve, that men tristen most 
I see wel that I am nygh shent, 

But-if I sette my ful entent 
Remedyo to purveye 3925 

Therfore close I shal the weye 
Fro hem that wol the rose espye, 

And come to wayte me vilanye, 

For, in good feith and in troutlie, 

I wol not lette, for no sloutlie, 3940 
To live the more in sikirnesse, 

[•To make anoon a forteresse, 

fTo enclose the roses of good savour 

In middis shal I make a tour 

To putte Bialacoil in prisoun, 3945 

For ever I drede me of tresoun 

I trowe I shal him kopo so, 

That he shal have no might to go 
Ahouto to make companye 
To hem that thonke of vilanye , 3950 

Ne to no such as hath hen hero 
Afom, and founde in him good chere, 
Which han assailed him to shende, 

And with hir trowandyse to blende 
A fool is eyth [for] to bigyle , 3955 
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But may I lyve a litel while, 

He shal fortheiike his fair semhlauiit ’ 
And with that word cam Drede avaunt, 
Which wis abasshed, and in grct iero, 
Wlian he wisto J elousye was there 3960 
Ho vas for drede in such alfiay, 

That not a word durste ho s ly, 

But quaking stood lul stille iloon, 

Til J elousye his w ey was goon, 

Save Shame, that him not forsook , 306^ 
Bothe Brode and she ful soro quook , 

[Til] that at laste Drede abre^do, 

And to his cosin Shame seydo 
‘ Shame,’ he seide, ‘ in sothfastnesse, 

To me it is gret hcvinesse, 3970 

That the noyse so for is go, 

And the sclaundio of us two 
But sith that it is [so] bifallo, 

We may it not ageyn [do] calle, 

Wlian onis spiongen is a fame 3975 

Foi many a yoor withouton blame 
"SVe han been, and many a day , 

For many an Apiil and many a May 
We han [v]-passf d, not [ajsliamed, 

Til J elousye hath us blamed 3980 

Ot mistrust and suspecioun 
Cuuscles, withouten enchesoun 
(xo wo to Daunger hastily. 

And late us sliewo him openlj , 

That ho hath not aright ['vj-wrought, 3983 
W han that ho setto nought his thought 
To kepe bettoi the purjirj se , 

In his doing he is not wj se 
He hath to us [y]-do gret wrong. 

That hath suffred now so long 3990 

Bialacoil to have his willo, 

Alle his lustes to fullille 
He must amende it utteily. 

Or ellis shal he fvilaynsly 
Evyled be out of this londo , 3995 

For he the werre may not withstonde 
Of J elousye, nor the greet, 

Sith Bialacoil is at mischeef ’ 

To Daunger, Shame and Dreao anoon | 
The iighte wey ben [bothe a] goon 4000 
The cherl they founden hem atom ] 

Digging undir an hawethorn i 

Undir his heed no pilowe was. 

But in the stede a trusse of gras j 

He slombred, and a nappe ho took, 4005 
Til Shame pitously him shook, 
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And greet manace on him gan make 
‘Why slepist thou whan thou shuld wake ?’ 
Quod Shame , ‘ thou dost us vilanye ' 
Who tristith thee, he doth folye, 4010 
To kepe roses or botouns. 

Whan they ben fan 0 in hir sesouns 
Thou art woxe to familioie 
A\ here thou shulde be straunge of chere, 
Stout of thy poit, redy to grove 4015 
Thou dost gret foly for to leve 
Bi ilaeoil here-in, to calle 
The yonder man to shenden us alle 
Though that thou slope, we maj here 
Ot Jelousie grot noyse hero 4020 

Art thou now late ? ryse up fin hy. 

And stoppe sone and deli\ erly 
Alle the gappis of the hay , 

Do no favoui , I thee pi ay 
It f illith no-tliing to tliy name 40-3 
3 Malco fair semblaunt, where thou maist 
blame 

‘ If Bialacoil be swete and free, 

Dogged and fel tnou shuldist be , 
Froward and outiageous, j wis , 

A eherl chaungeth that euiteis is 4030 
This have I herd ofte 111 seying. 

That man [nc] may, lor no daunting. 
Make a speihauke of a bosaide 
Alle men wole holdo thee for musarde, 
That dobonaii have founden thee , 4035 

It sit thee nought curtcis to be , 

To do men plesaunce or servyse, 

In thee it is lecieaundjse 
Let tliy weikis, for and neie. 

Bo lyke thy name, "w hich is Daungere ’ 

Than, al abawid in shewing, 4041 

Anoon spak Dieed, light thus seying. 
And seido, ‘ Daunger, I drede me 
That thou no wolt [not] bisy be 
To keiio that thou hast to kepe , 4045 

Wlian thou shuldist wake, thou art aslepe 
Thou shalt be greved cciteynlj, 

If thee aspj 0 J elousy, 

Oi it he finde thee in blame 

He hath to-day assailed Shame, 4050 

And chased awey, with gret manace, 

Bi ilaeoil out of this iilace, 

And swereth shortly that he shal 
Enclose him in a sturdy wal , 

And al is for thy wikkednesse, 4035 
For that thoo faileth straungenesso 

3 
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Thyn herte, I trowe, be failed al , 

Thou shalt repente in special, 

If J elousye the sothe knewe , 

Thou shalt forthenke, and sore rewe ’ 4060 
W ith that the oherl his clubbe gan shake, 
Frouning his eyen gan to make, 

And hidous chero , as man in rage, 

For ire he brente in his visage 
Whan that he herde him blamed so, 4065 
He seide, ‘ Out of my wit I go , 

To be discomfit I have grot wrong 
CertiB, I ha\ e now lived to long, 

Sith I may not this closer kepe , 

Al quik I wolde be dolven depe, 4070 
If any man shal more rejieire 
Into this garden, for foule or faire 
Myn herte for ire goth a-fore. 

That I Icte any entre here 
I have do foly, now I see, 407s 

But now it shal amended be 
Who settith foot here any more, 

Truly, he shal lepente it sore , 

For no man mo into this place 
Of mo to entre shal have grace 4()So 
Lever I hadde, with swerdis tweyne, 
Thurgh-out m'v n herte, in evei y ve> ne 
Peroed to be, with many a wouiide. 

Than slouthe shulde in me be founde 
From hennesforth, by night or day, 4085 
I shal defende it, it 1 may, 

Withouten any excepcioun 
Of ech maner condicioun , 

And if I 'f'any man it graunte, 

Holdeth me for recreaunte ’ 4090 

Than Baunger on his feet gan stondc, 
And hente a burdoun in his honde 
Wroth in his ire, ne lefte he nought, 

But thurgh the verger he hath sought 
If he might finde hole or tiace, 409*^ 
Wher-thurgh thatme[n] mot forthby pace, 
Or any gappe, he dide it close, 

That no man mighte touche a rose 
Of the rosor al aboute , 

He shitteth every man withouto 4100 
Thus day by day Daunger is wers, 

More wondirful and more divers, 

And feller eek than ever he was , 

For him ful oft I singe ‘ alias ’ ’ 

For I ne may nought, thurgh his iro, 4105 
Eecover that I most desire 
Myn herte, alias, wol brest a-two, 


For Bialacoil I wratthed so 
For certeynly, in every membre 
I quake, whan I me remembie 4110 
Of the botoun, which [that] I wolde 
FuUe ofte a day seen and biholde 
And whan I thenke upon the kisse, 

And how mucho joye and blisso 
I hadde thurgh the savour swete, 4115 
For wante of it I grone and grete 
Me thenkith I fele yit in my nose 
The swete savour of the rose 
And now I woot that I mot go 
So fer the fresshe floures fio, 4150 

To me ful welcome weie the deetli , 
Absens therof, alias, me sleeth ’ 

For whylom with this rose, alias, 

I touched nose, mouth, and face , 

But now the deeth I must abydi 4125 
But Love consente, another tyde, 

That onis I touche may and kissc, 

I trowe my poyne shal never lisse 
Thoron is al my coveityse, 

Which brent myn herte in many wyse 
Now shalrepaire agayn sighinge, 4131 
Long wacche on nightis, and no slepinge, 
Tliought in wisshing, torment, and wo, 
With many a turning to and fro, 

That half my peyne I can not telle 4135 
For I am fallen into belie 
From paradys and wclthe, the more 
My turment gi eveth , more and more 
Anoyeth now the bittirnesso, 

That I tof orn have felt swetnesse 4140 
And Wikkid Tunge, thurgh his falshode, 
Causeth al my wo and drede 
On me lie Icyetli a pitous charge, 

Bicause his tunge was to large 
Now it is tyme, shortly tint I 4145 
Telle you som-thing of Jelou&v, 

That was m gret suspocioun 
Aboute him lefte he no masoun, 

That stoon coude leye, ne qnciroui , 

Ho hired hem to make a tour 4150 

And first, the roses foi to kejie, 

Aboute hem made he a diche depe, 

Eight wondir large, and also biood , 

Upon the whiche also stood 

Of squared stoon a sturdy wal, 4155 

Winch on a cragge was foundi d al, 

And right gret thiklienesse eek it bar 
Abouten, it was founded squar, 
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All hundred fadome on every syde, 

It was al liche longo and wyde 4160 
Lest any tyme it were assayled, 

Ful wel aboute it was batayled , 

And lounde en\iroun eek were set 
Ful many a riche and f ur touret. 

At every corner ot this wal 4165 

W as set a tour ful piincipal , 

And ovei ich haddc, withoute table, 

A x>orte-col^ s detcnsable 
do kepe ot enemies, and to g-ieve, 
d''hat there hir torce wolde i)rcve 4170 
And eek amidde this purpryse 
Was maad a tour ot gret maistryse , 

A taiiei srugh no man with sight, 

Large and wyde, and ot giet might 
They [ne] dredde noon assaut 4175 

Ot ginno, gunne, nor skaffaut 
[For] the temprure ot the moitore 
AVas maad ot licour wonder deio , 

Ot quikko lyme x)eisant and egre, 

The Vfhich was tempred with vmegie 
dho stoon was hard "j-as adomant, 4181 
Whei of they m idc the toundement 
dho tour was roundc, maad in comx>a& , 

In al this woild no 1 ichor was, 

No better 01 deigned thei withal 4185 
Aboute the tour was maad a wal, 

So that, bitwixt that and the tour, 
■fllosers were set ot swete savoui, 

With many loses that they here 

And eek within the eastel were 4190 

Spiiiigoldes, gunnes, bows, areheis , 

And eek above, atte corners, 

Men seyn o\oi the wallc stondo 
Grete engy nes, 'j whieho weio nigh hondo , 
And in the kernels, hero and there, 4195 
Of arblisteis giet plentee weie 
Noon aimuie might hir stioke with- 
stonde. 

It w ei 0 foly to prece to honde 
Without the diche were listos made, 

With walles batayled large and biade,42oo 

For men and hois shuldo not atteyno 

To neigh the diehe over the pleyne 

Thus J elousye hath enviroun 

Set aboute his gainisoun 

With walles rounde, and dielio depe, 4205 

Only the roser tor to kepe 

And Daunger [eek], erly and late 

The keyes kepte ot the utter gate. 


The which openeth toward the eest 
And he hadde with him atte leest 4210 
Thritty servauntes, echon by name 
d'hat other gate kepte Slrnme, 

AVliich openede, as it was couth, 

Toward the parte of the south, 
Sergeauntes assigned were hir to 4215 
Ful many, hir wille for to do 
Than Drede hadde in hir badly e 
The keping of the conestablerye. 

Toward the north, I undii stonde, 

That opened upon the left honde, 4220 
The which for no-thmg may be sure, 
But-if she do [hir] bisy cme 
Lily on morowe and also late, 

Stiongly to shette and barre the gate 
Of every thing that she may see 4225 
Drede is aferd, wher-so she be , 

For with a puff of litel winde 
Drede is astonied in hir mmde 
Thoifoie, for stelmge of the rose, 

I rede hir nought the y ate unclose 4230 
A fouUs flight wol make hir flee, 

And eek a shadowe, if she it see 

Thanne Wikkod-Tunge, ful of en\ye, 
With soudiours of Noiniandye, 

As he that causeth al the bate, 4235 

Was kepei of the fourthe gate, 

And also to the tother throe 
Ho went ful ofte, for to see 
Whan his lot was to wake a-night, 

His mstrumentis wolde he dight, 4-240 

For to blowe and make soun, 

Ofter than he hatii enchesoun , 

And walkon oft upon the wal, 

Corners and wikettis over-al 
Ful naiwe serchen and espye , 4-45 

Though he nought fond, yit wolde he ly e 
Discordaunt ever fi o armonye. 

And distoned from melody e, 

Conti ove he wolde, and foule fayle, 

With hornpypefa of Cornewayle 4250 

In floytes made he diseoidaunce, 

And ill his musik, with nusohaunce, 

He wolde seyn, with notes newe, 

That ho [no] fond no womman trewe, 

Ne that he saugh never, in his lyf, 4255 
Unto hir husbonde a trewe wyf , 

Ne noon so ful of honestee, 

That she mi laughe and mery be 
Whan that she hereth, or may espye, 
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A man speken of lechery e 4^60 

Evench of hem hath somme vyce , 

Oon IS dishonest, another is nyce , 

If oon be ful of vilanye, 

Another hath a likerous ye , 

If oon be ful of wantonesse, 4265 

Another is a chideresse 

Thus Wikked-Tunge (god yeve him 
shame ’) 

Can iiutto hem. everichono in blame 
Withoute desert and causcles , 

He lyeth, though they been giltles 4270 
I have pite to seen the sorwe, 

That fwaketh bothe eve and morwe, 

To innocents doth such grevannce , 

I pray god yeve him ovel chaunce, 

That he ever so bisy is 4275 

Of any womman to seyn amis ’ 

Eek Jelousyo god confounde, 

That hath [y]-maad a tour so rouiide, 

And made aboute a garisoun 

To sette Bialacoil in prisoun , 4280 

The ’which is shot there in the tour, 

Ful longe to holde there sojour, 

There for to live[n] in penaiinco 
And for to do him more grevannce, 

•fTher hath ordeyned Jelousyo 428*; 
An oldo vekke, for to espye 
The maner of his govornaunce , 

The whiche de\el, in hir onfaunce, 

Had lerned [muche] of Loves ait, 

And of his pleyes took hir part , 4290 

She was expert in his servyse 
She knew ech wrenclie and oveiy gyso 
Of love, and every [loveres] wyle, 

It was [the] harder hir to gylo 
Of Bialacoil she took ay hedo, 429 

That ever he liveth in wo and di ede 
He kepte him coy and eek pri\ee, 

Xrest m him she hadde see 
Any foly countenaunce, 

For she knew al the olde datinco 4300 
And aftir this, whan Jelousye 
Had Bialacoil in his haillye, 

And shetto him up that was so free, 

For seure of him he wolde be, 

He trusteth sore m his castcl , 4505 

The stronge werk him lyketh wel 
He dradde nat that no glotouns 
Shulde stele his roses or botouns 
The roses weren assured alle, 


Defenced with the stronge walle 
Now Jelousye lul wel may be 
Of drede devoid, in libertee. 
Whether that he slepe or wake , 

For of his roses may noon be take 
But I, alias, now morne shal , 
Bicauso I was without the wal, 

Ful moche dole and mono I made 
Wlio hadde wist what wo I hacldc, 

I trowe he wolde have had pitee 
Love to deere had sold to me 
The good that of Ins love hadde T 
I 'fwende a bought it al queyntly , 
But now, thurgh doubling of my pe 
I see ho woldo it selle agevn, 

And me a newe bargeyn leie, 

The which al-out the more is df re, 
For the solace that I have lorn, 
Than I hadde it never aforn 
Certayn I am ful lyk, mdc ed. 

To him that cast m erthe his seed , 
And hath joio of the newe spring, 
Whan it greneth in the ginning, 
And IS also fair and fresh of flour, 
Lusty to seen, swoto of odour , 

But er ho it in slieves shere. 

May fallo a weder that shal it dere, 
And makc[n] it to fade and falle, 
The stalk, the greyn, and fioures all* 
That to the ftiher is fordone 
The hope that he hadde to sone 
I drede, certeyn, that so faro I , 

For hope and travaile sikerly 
Ben me birafb al with a storm , 

The flour e nil seden of my corn 
For Love hath so avaunced me, 
Whan I bigan my piivitee 
To Bialacoil al for to telle, 

Whom I ne fond froward no felle, 
But took a-gree al hool my play 
But Love IS of so hard assay, 

That al at onis ho reved mo, 

Whan I f*wend best aboven have bo 
It IS of Love, as of Fortune, 

That chaungeth ofte, and ml contun 
Which whylom wol on folke sm^le, 
And gloumbe on hem another whyle 
Now freend, now foo, [thou] slialt hir 
For [in] a twinlding toumeth hir wh 
She can wrythe hir heed awey, 

This IS the concours of hir pley , 
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She can areyse that doth morne, 

And whirle adown, and overturne 
Who sittith hieghst, f al as hir f list , 

A fool IS he that wol hir trist 

For it f am I that am com doun 4365 

Thnrgh f change and revolucioun ’ 

Sith Bialacoil mot fro me twinne, 

Shet in the prisoun yond withinne, 

His absence at myn herte I fele , 

For al my joye and al myn hele 4370 
Was in him and in the lose, 

That but yon fwal, which him doth close, 
Open, that I may him see. 

Love nil not that I cmed bo 
Of the peynes that I endure, 4^75 

Nor of my cruel aventure 
A, Bicilacoil, myn owne dere ' 

Though thou be now a prisoner e, 

Keiie atte leste thyn herte to me. 

And suffre not that it daunted be , 43S0 

Ne lat not Jelousye, in his rage. 

Button thyn herte in no ser\ age 
Although ho chastice thee withoute. 

And make thy body unto him loute, 

Have herte as hard as dyamaunt, 4385 
Stedefast, and nought pliaunt , 

In prisoun though thy body be, ' 

At large kepe thyn herte free 

A trewe herte wol not plye 

For no manace that it may drye 4390 

If Jelousye doth thee payne, 

Quyte him his whyle thus agayne, 

To venge thee, atte leest in thought. 

If other way thou mayest nought , 

And in this vyso sotiUy 4395 

Worche, and winne the maistry 
But yit I am in gret aifray 
Lest thou do not as I say , 

1 drede thou canst me greet maugree. 
That thou emprisoned art for me , 4400 

But that [is] not for my trespas. 

For thurgh me never discovered was 
Yit thing that oughte be secree 
Wei more anoy [ther] is in mo, 

Than is m thee, of this misohaunce , 4405 
For I endure more hard penaunce 
Than any [man] can seyn or thinke, 

That for the sorwe almost I smke 
Whan I remembre me of my wo, 

Ful nygh out of my wit I go 4410 

Inward myn herte I fele blede, 


For comfortles the deeth I drede 
Ow I not wel to have distresse, 

Whan false, thurgh hir wikkednesse, 

And traitours, that arn envyous, 4415 
To noyen me be so ooragious ? 

A, Bialacoil ’ ful wel I see, 

That they hem shape to dibcey\ e thee, 

To make thee buxom to hir lawe, 

And with hir corde thee to drawe 4420 
Wher-so hem lust, right at hir wil , 

I drede they ha\ e thee brought ther til 
Withoute comfort, thought me sleeth , 
This game wol biinge mo to my deeth 
For if your f godo wille I lese, 4425 

I mote be deed , I may not cheso 
And if that thou foiycte me, 

Myn herte shal never in ]y king be , 

Nor Giles- where fin do solace, 

If I bo put out of your giace, 4430 

As it shal never been, I hope , 

Than shuldo I falle[n] in wanhope 

[Here, at 1 4070 of the Fiench text, 
ends the tvoil 0/ 0- de Lorris , and 
begins the woi h of 3 can do Menu ] 

Allas, in wanhope ? — nay, pardee ’ 

For I wol never dispeired bo 

It Hope me fade, than am I 4435 

Ungracious and unworthy , 

In Hope I wol comforted bo, 

For Love, whan he bitaught hir me, 

Sf ide, that Hope, wher-so I go, 

Shulde ay bo relees to my wo 4440 

But what and she my balls bete. 

And bo to me cuiteis and swete ? 

She IS in no-thmg ful certeyn 
Lovers she put in ful gret peyn. 

And makith hem with wo to dele 4445 
Hit fair biheest disceyveth fele. 

For she wol bihote, sikirly, 

And fallen aftir outrely 
A ’ that IS a ful noyous thing ’ 

For many a lover, in loving, 4450 

Hangeth upon hir, and trusteth fast, 
Whiche lese hir travel at the last 
Of thing to comen she woot right nought , 
Therfore, if it be wysly sought, 

Hir counseille, foly is to take 4455 

For many tymes, whan she wol make 
A ful good sdogisme, I drede 
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That aftirward ther shal in dede 
Folwo an evel conclnsionn , 

This put me in confusionn 4460 

For many tymes I have it seen, 

That many have higvled been, 

For trust that they have set in Hope, 
Which fel hem aftirward a-slope 

Blit nathelcs yit, g’lidly she 'wohlo, 446') 
That he, that wol him with hir holde, 
Hadde alle tymes "j^his piirjios clere, 
Withoute deceyte, or any were 
That she desireth sikirly , 

Whan I hir blamed, I did foly 4470 

But what ayayleth hir good willo. 

Whan she ne may staunche my stoundc 
ille? 

That helpith htel, that she may do, 
Outake biheest unto my wo 
And heeste certejm, in no wyse, 4475 
Withonte jnft, is not to fpryse 
Whan hecst and deed a-snndir varie, 
They doon [me have] a gret contrane 
Thus am I possed up and doun 
With dool, thought, and confusioun , 44 So 
Of my disese ther is no noumbre 
Daungor and Shame me encumbre, 

Drede also, and J olousye. 

And Wikked-Tunge, ftil of envye. 

Of whiche the sharpe and cruel ire 4485 
Ful oft me put in gret martiie. 

They han my loye fully let, 

Sith Bialacoil they have bishet 
Fro me in prisoun wikkidly, 

Whom I love so entiorly, 449i> 

That it wol my bane be, 

But I the soner may him see 
And yit moreoyer, wurst of alle, 

Ther is set to kepe, foule hir bifalle ’ 

A nmpled vekke, fer ronne in age, 449^ 
Frowning and yelowe in hir visage. 
Which in awayte lyth day and night, 
That noon of hem may have a sight 
Now moot my sorwo enforced be , 

Ful soth it is, that Love yaf me 4500 
Three wonder yiftes of his grace, 

Which I have lorn now in this place, 

Sith they ne may, withoute drede, 

Helpen but litel, who taketh hede 
For here availeth no Sweto-Thought, 4ijo«? 
And Swete-Speohe helpith right nought 
The thndde was called Swete-Loking, 


That now is lorn, without losing 
[The] viftos were fair, but not forthy 
They helpe me but simp[il]ly, 4‘^io 

But Bialaooil [may] loosed be. 

To gon at largo and to be free 
For him my lyf lyth al in dont, 

But-if he come the rather out 

Allas ’ I trowG it wol not been ' 4515 

lor how shuld I e-vermore him seen ? 

He may not out, and that is wrong, 
Bicause the tour is so strong 
How shuldo he out ? by wlios prowcsse, 
Out of so strong a forteiessr 4520 

By me, certeyn, it ml be do , 

Ood woot, I h we no wit thei to ' 

But wel I woot I was in rage. 

Whan I to Love dido horn age 

Who was in cause, m sothtastnesse, 4525 

But hir-sdf, dame Idelnesse, 

Which me conveyed, thurgh fair prayere, 
To entre into that fair vergere ? 

She was to blame me to live, 

The which now doth me sore greve 4530 
A foolis word is nought to trowe, 

No worth an appel for to lowe , 

Men shnlde liim snibbe hittirlj , 

At pryme temps of his foly 
I was a fool, and she me leved, 4s?i5 

Thurgh whom I am right nought rcleved 
She accomplisshod al my wil, 

That now mo groveth wondu il 
Resoun me seide wh it shnlde fallo 
A fool my-sill I may wel calle, 4540 

That love asydo I had not le^de, 

And trowed that dame Resoun seydo 
Resoun had hothe skile and light, 

Whan she me blamed, with al lur might, 
To medio of love, that hath me slient , 
But cert( yn now I wol repent 4 ''46 

‘ And shnlde I lepcnt ? Nay, parde ’ 

A fals tr iitour than shulde 1 be 
The devolles cngins wolde me take, 

If I my florde wolde forsake, 4 “ 5 f> 

Or Bialacoil falsly hitraye 

Shulde I at mischeef hate him ? nay, 

Sith he now, for his enrtesye, 

Is in prisoun of Jelousyo 

Curtesye certeyn dide he me, 4555 

So f muohe, it may not yolden he, 

Whan he the hay passen me lete, 

To kisse the rose, faire and swete 
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Shiilde I therfore cunne him maugree ? 
Nay, certejmly, it shal not be , 4560 

For Love shal never, fif god wil, 

Here of me, tlmrgh v^ord or wil, 

Offence or complaynt, more or lease, 
Neither of Hope nor Idilnosse , 

For certis, it were 'wrong tliat I 4t;65 
Hated hem for hir curtesyo 
Ther IS not cllis, but stiff re and tlimlce. 
And waken whan I shulde winke , 

Abyde in hope, til Love, tlmrgh chaunco, 
Scnde me socoiir or allegoaunce, 4 <170 
Expectant ay til I may mete 
To geton mercy of that swete 

‘ Whylom T thinko how Love to me 
Royde he wolde take[n] att[4] gree 
My servise, if iinpacitnce 4S7‘; 

Caused mo to doon offt nee 
He scyde, “ In thank I shal it take. 

And high maister 00k thee make. 

If wikkcdnesse ne re^ 0 it thee , 

But sone, I trowc, that slial not be ” 4s8o 
I hese were his -wordis by and by , 

It semed he loved me trewly 
Now IS thcr not but serve him wele, 

If that I tlunke liis thank to tele 
My good, myn harm, lyth liool in me , 

In Love may no df fauto be , 4586 

For trewe Love 't'fmlid nevei man 
Sothly, the faute mot nedis than 
(As God forbede ’) bo foundo in me, 

And how it coincth, I can not see 4*500 
Now lat it goon as it m ly go , 

Whether Lo^e \\ol socouie me or slo, 

Ho may do liool on mo liis wil 
I am so sore boundo him til. 

From his servyse I may not fleen , 459'; 

For lyf and doth, with out en wene. 

Is in his hand , I may not chese , 

He may me do botho winne and lose 
And sith so sore he doth me g^e^ e, 

Yit, if my lust he wolde acheve 4600 
To Bialacoil goodly to be, 

I yeve no force what felle on me 
For though I dye, as I mot nedo, 

I praye Lo\ e, of his goodliliede. 

To Bialacoil do gentilnesse, 4605 

For whom I live in such distresse, 

That I mote deyen for penaunce 
But first, withoute repentaunce, 

I wol me confesse m good entent, 


And make in haste my testament, 4610 
As lovers doon that felen smerte — 

To Bialacoil leve I myn herto 
A 1 hool, withoute departing, 

Or doublencsse of repenting ’ 

Coment Kaisoun vient a L’amant 

Thus as I made my passage 461^ 

In complcynt, and in ciucl lage, 

And I •f'Uist wher to finde a Icche 
That couthe unto myn helping echo, 
Sodeynly agayn comen douii 
Out of hir tour 1 saugh Ilosouii, 4620 
Disci etc and wys, and ful plesaunt, 

And of hir porte ful aven lunt 
The righte wey she took to me, 

WliK h stood 111 greet perplexite, 

That 'was posshed in evciy side, 4625 
That I nist whore I might abyde, 

Til she, demurely sad of cliere, 

Seido to me as she com nere — 

‘ M\ti cm no free nd, ai t thou j it greyed ? 
How IS tins ciuarel jit ache\ed 4630 
Of Loves s"^ do ? Anoon me telle , 

Hast thou not j it of love thy fiUe ? 

Art thou not weiv of thy seiv’yse 
That thee hath [pyned] in sich wyse ? 
What joyo hast thou in thy loving ? 46^5 
Is it swete or bitter thing ^ 

Canst thou 'vit chese, lat mo see, 

What host thy socour miglite he ? 

‘ Thou servest a ful noble lord, 

That maketh thee thral for thy reward, 
Which ay renewith thy turmont, 4641 
With foly so he hath thee blent 
Thou fello in mischeef tlnlke day. 

Whan thou didest, the sothe to sav , 
Obeysaunce and eek homage , 4645 

Thou wroughtest no-thing as the sago. 
Whan thou bicam his liego man, 

Thou didist a grot foly than , 

Thou wistest not what fel therto, 

With what lord thou haddist to do 4650 
If tliou haddist him wel knowe, 

Thou haddist nought be brought so lowe , 
For if thou wistest what it were, 

Thou noldist serve him half a yeer, 

Not a w-eke, nor half a day, 4655 

Ne yit an hour withoute delay, 

Ne never fhan loved paramours, 
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His lordsnip is so fi I of shonres 
Knowest him ought ? ’ 

L Amaunt ‘ Yo, dame, parde ’ * 

Raisoun ‘ Nay, na> ’ 

L Amaunt ‘Yes, I’ 

Raisoun ‘ Wherof, lat see ?’ 4660 

L Amaunt ‘ Of that he seydo I shulde 
he 

frlad to have sich lord as he, 

And maister of sich seignor^ ’ 

Ratsoun ‘ Knowist him no more ’ ’ 

U Amaunt ‘ Nay, certis, I, 

Save that he yaf me rewlcs there, 466^ 
And wente his wey, I niste where. 

And I ahood bounde in halaunee ’ 

Raisoun ‘ Lo, thi re a nobl e conisaunce ’ 
But I wil that thou knowe him now 
Ginning and ende, sith that thou 4670 
Art so anguisshous and mate, 

Dis^gured out of astate , 

Ther may no yu-ecehe haye more of wo, 

Ne caitif noon enduren so 

It were to eyery nan sitting 467*; 

Of his lord haye knowleching 

For if thou knewo him, out of dout. 

Lightly thou shulde escapen out 

Of the pnsoun that marreth thee ' 

Amaunt ‘ Ye, dame ' sith my lord 
is he, 4680 

And I his man, maad with mjui hondi, 

I wolde right fayn undirstondo 
To knowe[n] of what kinde he he, 

If any wolde enforme me ’ 

Raisoun ‘ I wolde,’ seid Resoun, ‘ thee 
lore, 46S5 

Sith thou to Icrne hast sich desire, 

And shewe thee, withouton fable, 

A thing that is not demonstrable 
Thou shalt [here lerne] without science, 
And knowe, withoute experience, 4690 
The thing that may not knowen be, 

Ne wist ne shewid in no degree 
Thou mayst the sothe of it not witen, 
Though in thee it were writen 
Tliou shalt not knowe therof more 469*5 
Whyle thou art rouled by his lore , 

But unto him that loye wol flee, 

The knotte may unclosed be, 

Which hath to thee, as it is founde, 

So long be knet and not unbounde 4700 j 
Now sette wel thyn entencioun, 1 


To here of lo\ 0 discr^pcioun 
‘ Loye, it is an hateful pees, 

A free acquitaunco, without relees, 
fA trouthe, fiet full of falsliede, 470*, 
sikernosse, al set in drede , 

In herte is a dispeirmg hope. 

And fulle of hope, it is wanhope , 

Wjse woodnesse, and wood lesoun, 

A swete peril, in to droune, 4710 

An heyy birth en, light to boro, 

A wikked w awe awey to were 
It IS Caribdis perilous, 

Disagrc ible and gracious 
It is discordaunco that can accordo, 4715 
And accordaunco to discorde 
It IS cunning withoute science. 

Wisdom withoute sapience, 

Wit withoute discrccioun, 

Hayoir, withoute possessioun 4720 

It is fsike hele and hool siknesse, 
k 'j thrust drowned fin dronkenesse, 
f An helthe ful of maladyo, 

And charitee ful of enyyo, 
f An hungei ful of habundaunce, 47.5 
And a gredy suffisaunce , 

Delyt right ful of hevinesse. 

And drcri[h]ed ful of gladncsse , 

Bitter swetnesse and swete errour, 

Right eyel sayonred good sayour , 47^0 

fSinne that pardoun hath withinne, 

And pardoun spotted without [with] 
Binne , 

A peyne also it is, joyous. 

And felonye right pitous , 

Also plcy that seldo 13 stable, 47^5 

And stedefast [stat], right meyable , 

A strengthe, weyked to storde upright. 
And feblenesse, ful of might , 

Wit unavysed, sage folye, 

And joye ful of turmentrj-e , 474-0 

A laughter it is, weping ay, 

Rest, that trayeyleth night and day , 

Also a swete helle it is. 

And a sorowful Paradys , 

A plesaunt gayl and esy pnsoun, 4745 
And, ful of froste, somer scsoun , 

Pryme temps, ful of frostes whyte. 

And May, deyoide of al delyte. 

With seer braunches, blossoms ungrene , 
And newe fniyt, flllid with winter tene 
It 18 a slowe, may not forbere 47151 
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IRaggos, iibaned Avitli gold, to were 
For jil-so wel ^ ol love bo set 
Undrr ragges as ricbc rocliot , 

And eck as wcl fbe amourettes 47^5 
In mourning blak, as biight burnettes 
Jbor noon is of so modi cl pr;ys, 

Ne no man founden [is] so vr\ s, 

Ne noon so liigli is of parage, 

No no man founde of wit so sage, 4760 
No man so hardj’^ no so viglit, 

Ne no man of so mocbel nuglit. 

Noon so fulfilled of boimte, 

"I But he with hn e may daunted be 
A1 the world holdith this vaj , 

Love malvith alle to goon miswc y , 

But it be they of j vcl l^f, 

\Vliom Genius cursilh, man and viyf, 
That wrongly werkc agfjn nature 
Noon suche I love, no hxvo no cure 4770 
Of suche as Loves servaunts be( n. 

And wol not by ni3’- counsel fleen 
For I ne preyse that loving, 

'WTier-thuigh man, at the laste ending, 
Shal calle hem wrecchis fulle of vo, 4775 
Love giexeth hem and shcndith so 
But if thou wolt vel Love eschew e, 

For to escape out of his mow e. 

And m ike al hool thy sorwe to slake, 

No bettir counsel maj st thou take, 4780 
Than thmke to fleen wcl, y wis , 

May nought heliie ellcs , for wife thou 
this — 

If thou flee it, it shal flee thee , 

Folowe it, and folowcn shil it thee ’ 
UAmaunt Whan I hadde herd al 
Resoun 80311, 4785 

Which hadde spilt hir specho in ve3n 
‘ Dame,’ seyde I, ‘ I dar wol sey 
Of this avaunt mo wel I may 
That from 3 our seolo so dev launt 
I am, that never the more avaunt 4790 
Right nought am I, thurgh youi doctryne , 
T dulle under your disciplyno , 

I wot no more than [I] wist fer. 

To me so eontiarie and so fer 

Is every thing that ye mo lere , 479*5 

And 3 it I can it al fparcuerG 

Myn herte foryetith thoiof right nought. 

It IS so writcn in my thought , 

And depe -j grayen it is so tendir 
That al by herte I can it rendre, 4800 


And redo it over comunely , 

But to my-silf lewedist am I 
‘ But sith ye love discreven so. 

And lakke and preise it, bothe tw o, 
Defyneth it into this letter, 4805 

That I may thenke on it the better 
For I hercle never fdiff3me it eie. 

And wilfully I woldo it lere ’ 

liaiaoun ‘ If love be serehed wol and 
sought, 

It IS a sykenesso of the thought 4810 
Annexed and 'j-knet bitwixe twe3me, 
'I’Whieh male and female, with 00 che5me, 
So frely byndith, that they nil twinne, 
Whether so therof they leso or v inne 
The rooto sprmgith, thurgh hoot bren- 
nmg, 4815 

Into disordmat desiring 
For to kissen and enbrace. 

And at her lust them to solace 
Of other thing loyo reechith nought, 

But settoth hii herte and al hir tliought 
More for delectacioun 4^-1 

Than any proereacioun 
Of other fru3d by f engendring , 

Which love to god is not plesing , 

For of hir body fruyt to get 4825 

They 3- eve no force, they aie so set 
Upon dcl3t, to pley in-fere 
\nd Somme have also this manere. 

To feynen hem for love seko , 

Sich love I preise not at a leko 4830 
For paramours they do but feyne , 

To love tiuly they disdc^ne 
They f ilson ladies traitoursly. 

And sweren hem othes utteil3. 

With many a lesing, and maiiv a fable. 
And al they finden doce3rvablc 4856 
And, whanne they fher lust han geten. 
The hoote ernes they al forycten 
Wimmen, the harm they b3^eu ful sore , 
But men this thenken evermore, 4840 
That lasse harm is, so mote I thee, 
Diseeyve them, than discoyved be , 

And namely, whor they ne ma3 
Finde non other mcne vvey 
For I wot wol, in sothfastnesso, 4845 
That f who doth now his bisynesse 
With any womman for to dele. 

For any lust that he may fele, 

But-if it be for engendrure, 
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He doth trespasse, I you ensure 4850 
Foi he shnlde setten al his il 
To geten a likly thing him til, 

And to sustene[n], if he might, 

And kepo torth, by kindes right. 

His owne lyknesse and somblable, 48‘;«> 
For bicause al is commpable. 

And faile shnlde successionn, 

Ke were fthor generacioun 
Our sectis strene for to sa\ e 
Whan fader or moder am in g^rave, 4S60 
Hir children shnlde, whan they ben deede, 
Ful diligent ben, in hir steede, 

To use that werke on such a wv se, 

That oon may thurgh another lyse 
Therfore set Kinde therm delyt, 486=; 
For men therm shnlde hem deljde, 

And of that dode be not erke, 

But ofte sythes haunt that werke 
For noon wolde drawe therof a draught 
Ne were delyt, which hath him caught 
This haddo sotil dame Nature , 4871 

For noon goth right, I thee ensure, 

Ne hath entent hool ne parf5rt , 

For hir dosir is for delyt, 

The which fortened creoe and eke 4875? 
Tlie pley of love for-ofte seke, 

And thralle hem silf, they bo so nyce. 
Unto the prince of every vyce 
For of ech smne it is the rote, 

Unlefulle lust, though it bo soto, 48S0 
And of al yvel the raoyne, 

As Tulhus can determyne, 

■Which m his tyme was ful sage, 

In a boke he made of Age, 

"Wher that more he preyseth Elde, 488s 
Though he be croked and unwelde. 

And more of commendacioun, 

Than Youthe in his discripcioun 
For Youthe set bothe man and wyf 
In al perel of soulo and lyf , 48()o 

And i>ercl is, but men have grace. 

The ftyme of yonthe for to pace, 
Withoute any deth or distresse, 

It IS so ful of wildenesse , 

So ofte it doth shame or damage 4895 
To him or to his Image 
It ledith man now up, now donn, 

In mochel dissolucionn. 

And makith him love yvel company, 

And lede his lyf disrewlily, 4900 


And halt him payed with noon estate 
Within him-silf is such debate. 

He chaungith purpos and entent. 

And yalt [him] into som oovent. 

To liven aftir her emi)ryse, 4905 

And lesith fredom and fraunchyse, 

That Nature m him hadde set, 

The wliK li ageyn he may not get, 

If he there make Ins mansioun 

For to abyde professioun 49ic> 

Though for a tyme his herte absent o. 

It may not laylo, he shal xopento, 

And eke abyde thilke day 
To le\o his abit, and goon his way, 

And lesith his worship and his name, 
And d ir not come ageyn for shame ,4916 
But al his lyf ho doth so mourne, 

Bicauso he <lai not hoom retoume 
Fiedom of kindf so lost hath he 
That never may recured be, 4920 

1 But if that god him giaunto grace 
Tliat he ma-y , or he hennes pace, 
Coiiteyne nndii obedience 
riiurgli the \ertu of pacicnce 
For Youthe set man in al folye, 4925 
In unthrift and m ribaudye, 

111 lecchorye, and in outrage, 

So ofte it chaungith of corage 
Youtlie gmnetli ofte sich bargeyn, 

That may not endo n ithonten peyn 4930 
In grot perel is set youth-liode, 

Delyt so dotli Ins briclil lede 

Delyf ftlms hangith, dredo tlieo nought, 

Bothe maim IS body and his thought, 

Onlj thurgh -l-Youthe, his chamborere. 
That to don yael is customere, 4936 

And of nought elles taketh hede 
But only folkes for to lede 
Into disporto and wildenesse, 

So IS [she] froward from sadnesse 4940 
* But Elde drawith hem therfro , 

Who wot it nought, he may wel go 
f Demand of hem that now am olde. 

That whylom Youthe hadde in holde, 
Winch yit f remembre of tendir age, 4945 
How it hem brought in many a rage, 

And many a foly therm wrought 
But now that Elde hath fhem thurgh- 
sought, 

They repente hem of her folye, 

That Youthe hem putte in jupardye, 4950 
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In perel and in mucho wo, 

And made hem ofte amis to do, 

And snen yvel companye, 

Riot and avoiiterye 

‘ But Eldo f can Sb^eyn restreyne 4Q'?'; 
From suclie foly, and refrc^mo. 

And set men, by hir ordinaunce, 

In j^ood rcule and in {^overnannce 
But yvc 1 she spendith hir serv\ so, 

For no man wol hir love, fne pryse , 4960 

She is bated, this wot I wf le 

Hir ac queyntaunce wolde no man Ick, 

Ne ban of Fldo compan’\ e, 

Men b ito to be of bir alye 
For no man wolde bicomen olde, 496=; 
Ne dye, whan be is yon^ and bolde 
And Elde merveilitb rip^bt ^ctly, 

Whan they remembre hem inwardly 
Of many a perelous empryso, 

Winch e that they wrought in sondry 
wvse, 4970 

How ever they might, withoute blame, 
Escape av^ey withoute shame. 

In youthe, withoute[n] damage 
Or repreef of her bnage, 

Losse of membre, sheding of blode, 497s 
Perel of doth, or losse of good 

‘ Wost thou nought whore Youthe 
abit. 

That men so preisen in her wit ? 

With Dclyt she halt sojour, 

For bothe they dwellen in 00 tour 4980 
As longe as Youthe is in sosoun. 

They dwellen in oon mansioun 
Delyt of Youthe wol have ser\>se 
To do what so he wol devyse , 

And Youthe is redy evermore 498=; 

For to obey, for smerte of sore. 

Unto I)olyt, and him to yive 
Hir servise, whyl that she may live 

‘ Whore Elde abit, I wol thee telle 
Shortly, and no whylo dwelle, 4900 

For thider bihoveth thee to go 
If Deth in youthe thee not slo, 

Of this journey thou maist not fade 
With hir Labour and Travaile 
Logged been, with Sorwe and Wo, 4995 1 
That neyer out of hir courte go 
Peyne and Distresso, Syknesse and Ire, 
And Malencoly, that angry sire, 

Ben of hir paleys senatours , 


Groning and Grucching, hir herber- 
geours, 5000 

The day and night, hir to turment, 

With cruel Beth they hir present, 

And tollcn hir, erlicho and late. 

That Deth f stant armed at hir gate 
Than bringo they to hir remembraunce 
The foly dedis of hir infaunce, 5006 

Winch causen hir to mourn e in wo 
That Youthe liath hir bigiled so. 

Which sodeynly awey is hasted 
She fwepeth the tyme that she hath 
wasted, 5010 

Compleyning of the preterit. 

And the present, that not abjt, 

And of hir olde vanitee, 

That, but aforn hir she may see 

In the future som socour, 5015 

To leggon hir of lur dolour, 

To graunt hir tyme of repentaunce, 

For hir sinnes to do penaunce. 

And at the laste so hir governe 
To winne the joy that is eterne, 

Fro which go bakward Youthe f hir made, 
In yanitee to droune and wade 
For present tyme abidith nought. 

It IS more swift than any thought , 

So litel whyle it doth endure 5025 

That ther nis compte ne mesuro 
‘ But how that ever the game go, 

WIio list f liave joye and mirth also 
Of love, be it he or she. 

High or lowe, whofso] it be, 5030 

In fniyt they shulde hem delj te , 

Her part they may not elles quyte, 

To sai e hem-silf m honestee 
And yit ful many oon I see 
Of wimmen, sothly for to seyne, 5035 

That [ay] desire and wolde fay no 
The pley of love, they be so 'wilde, 

And not coveite to go with childo 
And if with child they be perchaunce, 
They wole it holdo a gret niisc haunce , 
But what-som-ever wo tliey felo, 5041 
They wol not pleyne, but concele , 

But-if it bo any fool or nyce, 

In whom that shame hath no justyce 
For to delyt echon they drawe, 5045 
That haunte this werk, bothe high and 
lawe. 

Save filch that ar[e]n worth right nought, 
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That for money wol he bought 
Such love I preise in no wyse, 

Whan it IS f given for coveitise 
I preise no womman, though fshe he wood, 
That yeveth hir-silf for any good 
For litel shulde a man telle 
Of hir, that wol hir body scUe, 

Be she mayde, be she wyf, 50*?'; 

That quik wol selle hir, by hir Ivf 
How faire chere that ever she make. 

He IS a wrecche, I undirtake. 

That floveth such one, for swete or sour. 
Though she him callo hir paramour, «?o6o 
And laugheth on him, and makith him 
fceste 

For certoynly no suche [a] beeste 
To bo loved is not worthy, 

Or here the name of dru[e]rv 
Hoon shulde hir please, but he were wood. 
That wol dispoile him of his good 5066 
Yit nevertheles, I wol not sey 
■fBut she, for solace and for pley. 

May a jewel or other thing 

Take of her loves free yeving , 5070 

But that she asko it in no wj so. 

For drede of shame of covei^yse 
And she of hirs may him, ceitoyn, 
Withoute sclaundro, yeven agoyn. 

And joyne her hertes togidre so 5075 
In love, and take and yeve also 
Trowe not that I m olde hem twmne, 
AVhan in her love ther is no sinne , 

I wol that they togedre go. 

And doon al that they han ado, 5080 
As curteis shulde and debonairo, 

And in her love beren hem faire, 
Withoute yyce, bothe he and she , 

So that alwey, in honestee, 

Fro foly love f they kepe hem olere 5085 
That brenneth hertis with his fere , 

And that her love, in any wyse, 

Be devoid of coveityse 
Good love shulde cngendrid be 
Of trewe herte, just, and secree, 5090 
And not of such as sette her thought 
To have her lust, and ellis nought, 

So are they caught in Loves lace. 

Truly, for bodily solace 
Fleshly delyt is so present 5095 

With thee, that sette al thyn entent, 
Withoute more (what shulde I glose ’) 


For to gete and have the Kose , 

Which makith thee so mate and wood 
That thou desirest noon other good 5100 
But thou ait not an mche the nerre. 

But over abydest in sorwe and werre, 

As in thy face it is sone , 

It makith thee bothe pale and lene , 

Thy might, thy vertn goth away 5105 
A sory gest, in goode fay. 

Thou 'j-herberedest than in thyn inne. 
The God of Love whan thou let nine ’ 
Wlicrfore I rede, thou shette him out, 

Oi he shal gieve thee, out of doute , 5110 
For to thy profit it wol turne. 

If he nomore with thee sojourne 
In gret mischeef and sorwe sonkon 
Ben hertis, that of love arn dionken, 

As thou pera venture kiiowen shal, 5115 
Wlian thou hast lost fthy tymo al, 

And spent i-thj 5 outhe in ydilnosse. 

In waste, and woful lustinesse , 

If thou maist live the tymo to see 
Of love for to delivered be, «?i20 

Thy tyme thou shalt biwepe sore 
The wluche never thou maist restore 
(For tjune lost, as men may see, 

For no-tliing may recured be) 

And if thou scape y it, atte lasto, 5r25 
Fro Love, that hath thee so faste 
Knit and bounden in his lace, 

Certeyn, I holde it but a grace 
For many oon, as it is soyn, 

Ha\e lost, and spent also m veyn, 5130 
In his servyse, withoute socour. 

Body and soule, good, and trosour, 

Wit, and strengthe, and eek richesse, 

Of which they hadde never redresse ’ 
Thus taught and prechod hath Eesoun, 
But Love spilte hir sermovn, 5136 

That was so imped in my thought. 

That hir doctrine I sette at nought 
And yit ne seide she never a dele. 

That I ne understode it wele, 51+0 

Word by word, the mater al 
But unto Love I was so thral. 

Winch callith over-al his pray. 

He chasith so my thought f alway. 

And holdith myn horto undir his sole, 

As trust and trew as any stele , 5146 

So that no devocioun 
Ne hadde I m the sormoun 
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Of dame Resotin, no of hir rede , 

It toke no sojour in myn hedo 
For alle y ede out at oon ere 
That m that other she dide lore , 

Fully on me she lost hir lore, 

Hir specho me greved won dir sore 
fThan unto hir for ire I scide, 

For anger, as I dide abraide 
‘ Dame, and is it your wille algate. 

That I not love, but that I hate 
Alle men, as ve me teche ? 

For if I do aftir your speche, 5160 

Sith that ye seyn love is not good, 

Than must I nedis say with mood. 

If I it leve, in hatrede ay 

Liven, and voide lo\ e away 

From me, [and been] a sinful wTOcche, 

Hated of all that [love that] tecche «^i66 

I may not go noon other gate, 

For either must I love or hate 

And if 1 hate men of-newe 

Moie than love, it wol me rewe, <>170 

As by your prechmg someth me. 

For Love no-thing ne preisith tliee 
Ye yeve good counseil, sikiily. 

That prechith me al-day, that I 
Shulde not Loves loro alowe , 51 7^ 

He were a fool, woldo you not trowo ’ 

In speche also vo han mo taught 
Another love, that knowen is naught, 
Which I have herd you not ^ep^e^e, 

To love ech other , by your leve, £;i8o 
If ye wolde diffyne it me, 

I wolde gladly here, to see. 

At the leest, if I may lore 
Of sondry loves the manere ’ 

Raison ‘ Ceitis, freond, a fool art 
thou 

Whan that thou no-thing wolt allowe 
That I [thee] for thy i)rofit sa> 

Yit wol I sey thee more, in faj , 

For I am redy, at the leste, 

To accomphsshe thy requests, 

But I not wher it wol avaylo , 

In veyne, perauntre, I shal travayle 
Love ther is in sondry wyse, 

As I shal thee here de\yse 
For som love leful is and good , «iic)«> 

I mene not that which makith thee wood, 
And bringith thee in many a fit, 

And ravisshith fro thee al thy wit, 


It IS so merveilous and queynt , 

With such love be no more aqueynt 520x1 

Comment Raisoun diffimst 
fAmistie 

‘ Loa e of Frendshipe also ther is. 
Which makith no man doon amis. 

Of wille knit bitwixe two. 

That wol not breke for wele ne wo , 
Which long IS lykly to contune, >^205 
Whan wille and goodis ben in comune , 
Grounded by goddis ordinaunco, 

Hool, withoute discordaunce , 

With hem holding comuntee 
Of al her goode in chantee, 5210 

That ther be noon exccpcioun 
Thurgh chaunging of cntoncioun , 

That ech helpe other at hir neido, 

And wysly hele bothe word and dode , 
Trewe of mening, devoid of slouthe, 5215 
For wit IS nought withoute trouthe , 

So that the ton dar al his thought 
Seyn to his freend, and spare nought. 

As to him-silf, without dreding 

To bo discovered by WTreying 5220 

For glad is that conjunccioun, 

Wlian ther is noon suspecioun 

[Ne lak in hem], whom they wolde proie 

That trew and parfit weren in loi e 

For no man may be amiable, 5225 

But-if he be so forme and stable. 

That fortune chaunge him not, ne blinde, 
But that his fieend alwey him finde, 
Bothe pore and riche, m oo[n] [e]state 
For if his freend, thurgh any gate, 5230 
Wol oompleyne of his povoitce. 

He shulde not byde so long, til he 
Of his helping him requere , 

For good deed, don [but] thurgh prayere. 
Is sold, and bought to dere, y-wis, 5235 
To hert that of gret valour is 
For hert fulfilled of gentilnesse 
Can yvcl demene his distresse 
And man that worthy is of name 
To asken often hath gret shame 5240 
A good man brenneth in his thought 
For shame, whan he axeth ought 
He hath gret thought, and diodith ay 
For his disese, whan he shal pray 
His freend, lest that he warned be, 5245 
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Til that he preve his stahiltee 
But whan that he hath founden oon 
That trusty is and trew as stone, 

And [hath] assayed him at al, 

And found him stedefast as a wal, 

And of his freendship bo certoyne, 

He shal him shewe bothe joye and peyne, 
And al that [he] dar thinke or se> , 
Withoute shame, as he wel may 
For how shulde he ashamed be S-Sil 

Of sich oon as I tolde thee ^ 

For whan he woot hie secree thought, 
The thridde shal knowe ther-of right 
nought , 

For tweyn in nombre is bet than three 
In every counsel and sccrce 5260 

Hepreve he dredeth never a del, 

Who that biset his word is wel , 

For every wys man, out of drede, 

Can kepe his tunge til he see nede , 

And fooles can not holde hir tunge , 5265 
A fooles beUe is sone rungo 
Yit shal a trewe freend do more 
To helpe his ielowe of his sore. 

And socouro him, whan he hath nede. 

In al that he may doon in dede , 5270 

And gladder [be] that he bun plesith 
Than [is] his felowe that he esitli 
And if he do not his requeste, 

He shal as mochel him moleste 
As his felow, for that he 
May not fulhlle his voluntee 
[As] fully as he hath requered 
If fbothe hertis Love hath fered, 

Joy and wo they shul depart, 

And take evenly ech lus part 5280 

Half his anoy he shal have ay, 

And comfort [him] what that ho may , 
And of fins blisse parte shal he, 

If love wol departed be 

‘ And whilom of this f amitee 52S5 

Spak TuUius in a diteo , 
f “ A man shulde makoii his request 
Unto his freend, that is honest , 

And he goodly shulde it fulfille, 

But it the more were out of skile, »^2go 
And otherwise not graunt therto. 

Except only in f cases two 

If men his freend to deth wolde dry ve, 

Lat him be hisy to save his lyve 

Also if men wolen him assayle, *>295 


Of his wurship to make him fade, 

And Inndren him of his renoun, 

Lat him, with fid ©ntencioun, 

His dever doon in oeli degree 
That his freend ne shamed be, 5300 
In this two f cases with his might, 
Taking no kepe to skile nor right, 

As ferre as love may him excuse , 

Tins ought© no man to rethso ” 

This love that I have told to thee 5305 
Is no-thing eontiario to me , 

This wol I that thou folowe wel, 

And love the tother everydel 
This love to vortu al attendith, 15309 
The to^hir fooles blent and shendith 
‘ Aiiothci love also theie is. 

That IS eontiane unto this. 

Which desyre is so eonstreyned 
That [it] IS but wille feyned , 

Awey fio trouthe it doth so yarn, 5315 
That to good love it is eontiane , 

Foi it maymeth, in many wyse, 

Syke hi rtis with coveityso , 

Al in wmning and in profyt 
Sicli lo\e settith lus delyt 5320 

Tins love so hangeth m balaunce 
lhat, if it 1( se his hoiio, porchauuce, 

Of luc re, that lie is set upon, 

It wol lade, and quencho anon , 

For no man may be amorous, 5325 

Ne in his livuig vertuous, 

Butfit] he love moie, 111 mood, 

Men for hern-silf than for Inr good 
I or love that profit doth abyde 
Is fals, and bit not in no tydo 5330 

[This] love eometh of dame Fortune, 

That litel whjle wol contune , 

Foi it shal chaungen wonder sone. 

And take eciips right as the mom, 

Whan f she is from us [y]-let 5335 

Thurgli erthe, that bitwixe is sot 
The sonne and hir, as it may fade, 

Be it in party, or in alle , 

The shadowe maketh her bemis merke, 
And hir homes to shewe derko, 

That part where she hath lost f the lyght 
Of Phi bus fully, and the sight , 

Til, whan the shadowe is overpast. 

She is onlumined ageyn as faste, <5544 
f Thurgh brightnesse of the sonne hemes 
That yeveth to hir ageyn hir lemes 
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That love is right of sich nature , 

Now IS [it] fair, and now obscure, 

Now bright, now clipsy of manere. 

And whylom dun, and whylom clere *^^^50 
As sone as Poverte ginneth take, 

With mantel and [with] wedis blake 
[Tt] hidith of Love the light awey, 

That into night it turneth day , 

It may not see Richesse shyne 53^5 

Til the blakke shadowes fyne 

For, whan Riohesse shyneth bright, 

Love recovereth agcyn his light , 

And whan it failith, he wol flit, 

And as she ’I'groweth, so groweth it t?36o 
‘ Of this love, here what I soy — 

The riche men are loved ay, 

And namely tho that sparand bene, 

That wol not wasshe hir her tea dene 
Of tho filthe, nor of the vyce 5365 

Of gredy brenning avaryee 
The ridie man ful fond is, v-wis, 

Tliat weneth that ho loved is 
If that his herto it undirstood, 

It is not he, it is his good , 

He may wcl witen in liis thought, 

His good IS loved, and he right nouglit 
For if ho bo a nigard eke, 

Men wole not setto by him a leke. 

But haten him , this is the soth 5373 
Lo, what profit his catel doth ’ 

Of every man that may him see, 

It geteth him nought but enmiteo 
But he amende 'j-him of that vyci , 

And knowe him-silf, ho is not w\s 3380 
‘ Ccrtis, ho shuldo ay fi ocndlj’' be, 

To goto him love also bon free. 

Or ellis ho is not wyse no sage 
No more than is a gote ramage 
That he not loveth, his decle pnneth. 
Whan ho his richesse so wel loveth, 3386 
That ho wol hyde it ay and spare, 

His pore fieendis seen forfare , 

To kepo •fi t ay is his purpose. 

Til for drede his eyon close, 3300 

And til a wikked doth him take , 

Him hadde k ver asondre shake, 

And late fins limes asondre r^^e, 

Than lo\e his richesse in his lyve 
Ho thenkith parte it with no n^an , 3393 
Oertayn, no love is in him than 
How shuldo love within him bo, 


Whan in his herte is no pite ? 

That he trespasseth, wel I wat. 

For ech man knowith his estat , 5400 

For wel him f oughte be reproved 
That loveth nought, ne is not loved. 

* But sith we am to Fortune comen, 
And f han our sermoun of hir nomen, 

A wondir wil I telle thee now, 5405 

Thou herdist never sich oon, I trow 
T not wher thou me leven shal, 

Though sothfastnesse it bo fin al. 

As it is writen, and is sooth. 

That unto men more profit doth 5410 
The froward Fortune and contraire. 
Than the swote and debonaire 
And if thee thinke it is doutable. 

It is thurgh argument provable 

For the debonaire and softe 5415 

Falsith and bigylith ofte , 

For liche a moder she can cherishe 
And milken as doth a norys , 

And of hir goode to hem deles. 

And yeveth f hem part of her joweles, 
Witli grete richesse and digiiitee , 5421 

And hem slie hotetli stabilitce 
In a state tliat is not stable. 

But chaunging ay and variable , 

And fcdith f hem with glorie vcyne, 5425 
And worldly blisse noncerteyne 
Whan she fhem sottith on hir whele, 
Than wene they to be right wele, 

And in so st ible state withalle. 

That ne\ er they weno lor to falle 5430 
And whan they sot so high[e] be. 

They wene to have in ceitemtoe 
Of hertly frendis f so grot noumbre. 

That no-thing mighte her stat encomhre , 
They truste hem so on every syde, 5435 
Wening with fhom they wolde ahydo 
In every porcl and misohauncc, 

Withonte eliaunge or variaunce, 

Bothe of t itel and of good , 

And also for to spendo hir blood 5440 
And alle hir memhris for to spillc, 

Only to fulfiUe hir wille 

They maken it hole in many wyse, 

And hoten hem hir ful servyse. 

How sole tliat it do hem smerte, 544^ 
Into hir \ery naked sherte ’ 

Herto and al, so hole they \ ovo, 

For tho tyme that thev ma^ li\ e, 
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So that, with her flatcrye, 

They maken foolis glorifye 545o 

Of hir wordis [greet] speking, 

And han fthere-of a rejoysing, 

And trowe hem as the Evangylo , 

And it IS al falshced and gyle, 

As they shal attorwarde[s] see, 5455 

Whan they arn falle in povei too, 

A.nd been of good and catel baio , 
rhan slinlde they seen who freendis 
ware 

For of an hundred, certeynly, 

Nor of a thousand ful soarsly, 54^0 

Ne shal they fynde unnetliis oon, 

Whan povortee is comen upon 
For f this Fortune that I of telle. 

With men whan hir lust to dwolle, 
lakith hem to lose hir coniaaunce, 5465 
id nourishith hem in ignoraunco 
‘ But froward Fortune and perverse, 
han high estatis she doth reverse, 

^id maketh hem to tumble doun 
Of hir whele, with sodeyn tourn, 5470 
And from hir richosse doth hem flee, 

And plongeth hem in poverteo, 

As a stepmoder envyous, 

And leyeth a piastre dolorous 

Unto hei hertis, wounded egie, ‘5475 

Which IS not tempred with vinegre, 

But With poverto and indigence, 

[She showeth, by experience,. 

That she is Fortune verely 

In whom no man shulde affy, <5480 

Nor in hir yoftis have fiaunce, 

She IS so iul of variaunoe 
Thus can she maken high and lowe. 
Whan they from richesso ai[e]n throwe, 
Fully to knowen, withouten were, 5485 
Freend of '[■effect, and fioend of chore , 
And which in love woren trow and stable, 
And whiche also weien variable, 

After Fortune, hir goddesse, 

In povorte, outher in richesso , *5490 

For al f she yoveth, out of drede, 
XJnhappe boroveth it in dede , 

For Infortune flat not oon 
Of freendis, whan Fortune is goon , 

I mene tho freendis that wol flee 5495 

Anoon as entreth povertee 

And yit they wol not leve hem so. 

But in ech place where they go 


They calle hem “ wreccho,” scorne 
blame, 

And of hii mishappe hem diffame, 
And, namely, siche as in richosse 
Pretendith most of stablenosse, 
Whan that they sawe him set onloft 
And weren of him socoured ofte, 

And most y-holpe in al hir nedo 
But now they take no manei hedc, 
But seyn, in voice of fl vterye, 

That now apporith hir folye, 

Ovor-al where-so they faio, 

And singe, “ G-o, farowel feldefaro ” 
Alle suche freendis I besliiewe, 

Foi of [the] trewe ther bo to fowo , 
But sothfast freendis, what so bitydc 
In every foi-tune wolen abydo , 

They han hii hertis in sucho nobless 
That they ml love for no richesso , 
Nor, for that Fortune may hem send 
They wolen hem socouro and defends 
And chaunge for softe ne for soie, 
For who IS freend, loveth evermore 
Though men drawo swerd his freend t< 
He may not hewe hir love atwo 
But, in [tho] case that I shal sey, 

For pride and 11 e lese it he may, 
And for reprove by nycetee, 

And discovering of privitee, 

With tongo wounding, as feloun, 
Thurgh venemous detraccioun 
Frend in this case wol gon his way, 
For no thing greve him more ne ma^ 
And for nought ellis wol he flee, 

If that he love in stabilitee 
And certeyn, ho is wel bigoon 
Among a thousand that fyndith oon 
For ther may be no nchesse, 

Agoyns frendship, of worthinosse , 
For it ne may so high atteigno 
As may the valoure, sooth to sevne, 
Of him that loveth trow and wel , 
Frendship is more than is catel 
For freend in court ay bettor is 
Than peny in [his] purs, certis , 

And Fortune, mishapping. 

Whan upon men she is f falling, 
Thurgh misturning of hir ohaunco, 
And [castoth hem oute of balaunce, 
She makith, thurgh hir adversitee, 
Men ful cleoily for to see 
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Him that is freend in existence 
From him that is by apparence 5«;i5o 
For Infortune makith anoon 
To knowo thy freendis fro thy foon, 

By experience, right as it is , 

The which is more to preyse, y-wis, 

Than *1 is miche nchesse and tresoiir , 

For more f doth profit and valour 55<56 
Poverte, and such adversitee, 

Bifore than doth prosperiteo , 

For the toon yeveth conisaunce, 

And the tother ignoraunce 5560 

‘ And thus in poverte is in dede 
Trouthe declared fro falsehede , 

For feynte frendis it wol doclai e, 

And trewe also, what wey they fare 
For whan he was in his nchesse, 5565 
These freendis, fill of doiiblenesse, 

Offrid him in many wyse 
Hert and body, and servyse 
What wolde ho th in ha fyevo to ha 
bought 

To knowen openly her thought, 

That he now hath so clerly seen ? 

The lasse bigylcd ho sholde have been 
And he hadde than percoyved it. 

But nchesse nold not late him wit 
Wei more avauntage doth him than, 5571? 
Sith that it makith him a wys m in, 

The greet mischeef that he *|-reco'v veth, 
Than doth nchesse that him deceyveth 
Richesse riche ne makith nought 
Him that on tresour sot his thought , 

For nchesse stont in sufiisaunce *(581 
And no-thmg in habundaunce , 

For sufiisaunce al-only 

Makith men to live nchely 

For he that hath [but] miches tweyne, 

Ne [more] value in his demeigne, 5586 
Liveth more at ese, and more is riche. 
Than doth he that is [so] chiche, 

And in his hern hath, soth to sejm, 

An hundred f muwis of whete greyn, ^<>90 
Though he be chapman or marchaunt, 
And have of golde many besaunt 
For in the getmg he hath such wo, 

And in the keping drede also. 

And set evermore his bisynesse 5595 
For to encrese, and not to lesse, 

For to augment and multiply 
And though on hepis fit lye him by, 


Yit ne\er shal make his nchesse 
Asseth unto his gredmesse 560 

But the povi e that recchith nought, 
Save of his lyflode, in his tli ought, 
Which tliat he getith with his travaile. 
He dredith nought that it shal faile. 
Though he have lytel worldis good, 56c 
Mete and drinke, and esy food, 

Upon his travel and living, 

And also suffisaunt clothing 
Or if in syknesse that he faile. 

And lothe mete and drink withalle, s6i 
Though he have nought, his meto to by. 
Ho shal bithinko him hastely, 

To putte him out of al daunger, 

That ho of mete hath no mister , 

Oi that he may with litel eke «;6i 

Be foundon, whj'l that he is soke , 

Or that men shul him f boie in hast. 

To hvo, til his syknesse be past, 

To somme maysondewe bisjde , t;6i 
He cast nought what shal him bityde 
He thenkith nought that over he shal 
Into any syknesse fallo 

‘ And though it faile, as it may be. 
That al botymo spare shal he 
As mochel as shal to him suffice, 562 
Whyl he is syke in any wyso. 

He doth [it], for that he wol bo 
Content with his povortee 
Withoute node of any man 
So miche in litel have ho can, 563 

He 18 apayed with Ins fortune , 

And for he nil be importune 
Unto no wight, ne onerous. 

Nor of hir goodcs coveitous , 

Therfore he sparoth, it may wel been, 
His pore estat for to sustene 563 

‘ Or if him lust not for to spare. 

But sufirith forth, as nought ne ware, 
Atte last it hapneth, as it may. 

Right unto his laste day, <5:64 

And f taketh the world as it wolde be , 
For ever in herte thenkith he. 

The soner that [the] deeth him slo. 

To paradys the soner go 
He shal, there for to live in blisse, 1564 
Where that he shal no good misse 
Thider he hopith god shal him sende 
Afbir his wxecchid lyves ende 
Pictagoras 
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In a book that the Golden Verses 5650 
Is clepid, for the nobxlitee 
Of the honourable ditee — • 

“ Than, whan thou gost thy body fro, 
Free in the oir thou shalt up go, 

And leven al humanitee, 56555 

And purely live m deitee ” — 

He IS a fool, withouten were, 

That trowith have his coimtre here 
“ In erthe is not our countree,” 

That may these clerkis seyn and see 5660 
In Boece of Consolacioun, 

Where it is makcd mencioun 
Of our countree pleyn at the cj e. 

By teching of philosopli’v e, 

Wlieie lewid men might lere wit, 5665 
Who-so th it wolde translateii it 
If ho be sioh that can wel live 
Aftir his rente may him yive, 

And not desyreth more to have, 

That may fro povertee him save 5670 
A wys man st ide, as we may seen, 

Is no man wrecched, but ho it wene. 

Be he king, knight, or ribaud 
And many a riband is mery and baud, 
That swinkith, and benth, bothe day and 
night, 5^7^ 

Many a burthen of gret might, 

The whiche doth him lasso offense, 

For he suffrith in pacience 

They laugh and daunco, trippo and singe, 

And ley not up for her living, 5680 

But in the tavern al dispendith 

The winnmg that god hem sendith 

Than goth he, fardels for to here, 

With as good chcre as he dido ire , 

To swmke and txaveile ho not feynith. 
For for to robben he disdeynith , 5686 

But right anoon, aftir his swmke, 

He goth to tavern for to drinke 
Alle these ar riche m abundaunce, 

That can thus have suffisaunce 5690 

Wel more than can an usurore, 

As god wel knowith, withouto were 
For an usurer, so god me see, 

Shal never for nchesse riche bee. 

But evermore pore and indigent, 5695 

Scarce, and gredy in his entent 
‘ For soth it 18, whom it displese, 

Ther may no marchaunt live at ese , 

His herte in sich a fwere is set, 


That it quik brenneth [more] to get, 5700 
Ne never i^al f enough have geten , 
Though he have gold in gerners yeten. 
For to be nedy he dredith sore 
Wherfore to geten more and more 
He set his herte and Ins desire , 5705 

So hote he brennith m the fire 
Of covcitise, that makith him wood 
To purchase other mennes good 
He undirfongith a gret peyne, 

That undirtalvith to drinke up Seyne , 
For the more he drinkith, ay 5711 

The more he leveth, the soth to say 
f This IS the thurst of fals geting, 

That last ever in coveiting. 

And the anguisshe and distresse S 7 i 5 
With the fire of giedmesse 
She fighteth with him ay, and stryvetli, 
That his lierte asondre ryvcth , 

Such gredmesse him assajlith, 

That whan he most hath, most he faylith 
‘ Plufeuiens and advocates 5721 

Gon right ly the same >atcs , 

They selle hir science for winning. 

And hannte hir erafte for greet geting 
Hir winning is of such swetnesse, 5725 
That if a man falle in sikoncsse. 

They are ful glad, foi hir encrese , 

For hy hir wiUe, withouto lees, 

Everiche man shulde be seke, 57^9 

And though they dye, they sot not a loko 
After, whan they the gold have take, 

Ful litel care for hem they make 
They woldo that fourty were seke at onis, 
Ye, two hundred, in flesh and honis, 

And yit two thousand, as I gesse, 5735 
For to encresen her nchesse 
They wol not worehen, in no wyse, 

But for lucre and eoveityse , 

For fysyk ginneth first by Jy, 

The fysycien also sothely , 5740 

And sithen it goth fro fy to f sj/ , 

To tmste on hem, it is foly , 

For they nil, m no maner gree, 

Do right nought for chantee 

‘ Eke in the same secte are set 5745 
Alle tho that prechen for to get 
Worsliipes, honour, and nchesse 
Her hertis am in greet distresae, 

That folk [ne] live not holily 

But aboven al, speoialy, 573a 
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Sich as preclien [for] veynglorie, 

And toward god have no memorie, 

Bnt forth as 'V'pocrites trace, 

And to her soules dotli purcliace, 

And outward -fshewen holynesso, 57=;'; 
Though they he fullo of cnrsidnesso 
Not hche to tlio apostles twc Ive, 

They deceyve other and hem-selve , 
Bigyled is the gylor than 
For preching of i cursed man, S7do 

Though [it] to other may prolyte, 

Himsill availoth not a myte , 

For oft good predicaeioun 
Cometh of evol enteiu lonn 
To him not vidith his piechmg, 

A1 helpo he other with his teehing , 

For where they good ensaumple take, 
There is he with veynglorie shake 
‘ But lat us leven these prcchoures. 
And Speke of hem that in her toures ‘5770 
Hepe up her gold, and taste shette, 

And sore thoron her hcrte setto 
They neither love god, ne dred© 

They kepe more than it is nede, 

And in her bagges sore it binde, e;77'; 
Out of the sonne, and of the winde , 

They putte up more than nedo ware, 
Whan they seen pore folk forfare, 

For hunger dye, and for cold quake , 

G od can wel vengeaunce therot take *;78o 
■fThree gret mischevcs hem assailitli, 
And thus in gadring ay travaylith , 


With moche peyne they winne ri( hesse , 
And drode hem holdith in distress©, 

To kepe that they gadre faste , ‘>785 

With sorwe they leve it at the laste , 
With sorwe they bothe dye and live. 

That fto richesse her hertis yive, 

And in defauto of love it is, 

As it shewath ful w( 1, y-wis 5790 

For if these gredy, the sothe to seyn, 
Loveden, and were lo\ ed ageyn. 

And good love regned over- die. 

Such wikkidnesso ne shulde falle , 

But he shulde yevo that most good had 
I To hem that weren in node bistad, ^79^ 
And live withoute fals usure, 
i or chant ee ful clene and pure 
1 f they hem yeve to goodnesse, 

Defending liem from j-delnesse, 5800 
In al this world than pore noon 
Wo shulde f nde, I trowe, not oon 
But chaunged is this world unstable , 
For love is over-al vendable 
Wo see that no man loveth now 5805 
But for winning and for prow , 

And love is thralled in servage 
Wlian it IS sold for avauntage , 

Yit wommen wol hir bodies sello , 

Suche soules goth to the devel of hello * 

[Hire ends 1 t;i7o q/’ the F text A 
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Whan Love had told hem liis entente, 
The baronage to councel wente , 

In many sentences they fille. 

And dyvorsly they seide hir wille 
But aftir discord they accorded, 58i'> 
And hir accord to Iiove recorded 
‘ Sir,’ seiden they, ‘ wo been at oon. 

By even accord of everichoon, 

Out-take Richesse al-only, 

That sworen hath ful hauteynly, 5820 
That she the castel fnil assaile, 

Ne smyte a stroke in this bataile. 

With dart, ne mace, spere, ne knyf, 


For man that spoketh or boroth the Ij-f, 
And blameth > our empryse, y-wis, 5825 
And from oui boost departed is, 

(At leesto wey, as m this plyte,) 

So hath she this man in dispyte , 

For she scith he ne loved liir never, 

And therfor she wol hate him ever 5830 
For ho wol gadre no tresore. 

Ho hath hir wrath for evermore 
He agilto hir never in other caas, 

Lo, here al hooUy his trespas ’ 

She seith wel, that this other day 
He asked hir leve to goon the way 
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That IS clepid To-moche-Yevmg, 

And spak ful faire in liis jiraying , 

But whan he prayde hir, pore was he, 
Therfore she warned him the entree 5840 
Ne jut IS he not thriven so 
That he hath geten a peny or two, 

That quitly is his owne in hold 
Thus hath Eichesse us alle told , 

And whan Eichesse us this recorded, 5845 
Withouten hir we been accorded 
‘ And we finde in our accordaunce. 
That False-Semblant and Abstinaunce, 
With alle the folk of hir bataile, 

ShuUe at the hinder gate assayle, 

That Wikkid-Tunge hath in kepmg, 
With his Normans, fuUe of jangling 
And with hem Curtesie and Largesse, 
That shuUe shewe hir hardmesse 
To the olde wyf that f kepeth so harde 
Fair- Welcoming within her wardo 5856 
Than shal Delyte and Wel-Helinge 
Fonde Shame adoun to bnnge , 

With al hir boost, erly and late. 

They shuEe assailen fthilke gate 5860 
Agaynes Drede shal Hardmesse 
Assayle, and also Sikemosse, 

With al the folk of hir leding, 

That never wist what was flemg 

‘ Fraunchyse shal fighte, and eok Pitee, 
With Daunger ful of crueltoe 5866 

Thus IS y our boost ordeyned wol , 

Doun shal the castel every del, 

If evoriche do his entente, 

feo that Venus be presento, 5870 

Your moder, ful of v issalage, 

That can y-nough of such usage , 
Withouten hir may no wight spede 
This werk, neither for word no dede 
Therfore is good ye for hir sendo, ^875 
For thurgh hir may this work amende * 
Amour ‘Lordmges, my moder, the 
goddesse, 

That IS my lady, and my maistresse, 

Nis not [at] al at my willing, 

Ne doth not al my desyring 5880 

Yit can she som-tyme doon labour, 

Whan that hir lust, m my socour, 
f Al my nedes for to acheve, 

But now I thenke hir not to greve 
My moder is she, and of childhode 588s 
I bothe worships hir, and eek drede , 


For who that dredeth sire ne dame 
Shal it abye in body or name 
And, natheles, yit cunne e 
Sende after hir, if nede be , 5S90 

And were she nigh, she comen woldo, 

I trowe that no-thmg might hir holde 
‘ My model is of greet prowesse , 

She hath tan many a forteresae. 

That cost hath many a pound ei this, 5895 
Ther I nas not present, y-wis , 

And yit men seido it was my dede , 

But I come never in that stede , 

Ne me ne lyketh, so mote I thee, 

Such f toures take withoute me 15900 

For-why mo thenketh that, in no wyso, 

It may bon cleped but marchandise 
‘ Go bye a courser, blak or whj te, 

And pay therfor , than art thou quyte 
The maichaunt oweth thee right nought, 
No thou him, whan thou [hast] it bought 
I wol not selling clepe yevmg, 5907 

For selling axeth no guerdoning , 

Here lyth no thank, ne no meryte. 

That oon goth from that other al quyte 
But this selling is not semblable , 5911 

For, whan his hors is m the stable, 

Ho may it selle ageyn, pardoe. 

And wmne on it, such hap may be , 

Al may the man not lese, y-wis, 5915 

For at the leest the skin is his 

Or elles, if it so bityde 

That he wol kepe his hors to ryde, 

Yit IS he lord ay of his hors 

But thilke chaflfare is wel wors, 5920 

There Venus entremeteth nought , 

For who-so such chaffare hath bought, 

He shal not worchen so wysly, 

That he ne shal lose al outerly 
Bothe his money and his chaff aie , 5925 

But the seller of the ware 
The prys and profit have shal 
Certeyn, the byer shal lese al , 

For he ne can so dere it bye 
To have lordship and ful maistrye, 5930 
Ne have power to make letting 
Neither for yift ne for prechmg, 

That of his chaffare, maugre his. 

Another shal have as moche, y-wis, 

If he wol yeve as moche as he, 5935 

Of what contrey so that he be , 

Or for right nought, so happe may, 



Fragment C ] 


(^owaunt of (Foee. 


6i 


If lie can flater hir to hir pay 
Ben than suche marchaunts wyse ? 

No, hut fooles in every wyse, 594o 

Whan they bye such thing wilfully, 
Ther-as they lese her good f fullj 
But natheles, this dar I saye, 

My moder is not wont to paye, 

For she is neither so fool ne nyce, 594') 
To entremetc hir of sioh woe 
But truste wel, he shal paye al, 

That repeiite of his bargeyn shal, 

W’han Poverte put him in distresse, 

Al were he scoler to Rif hesse, ^9';o 

That IS foi me in gret yeming. 

Whan she assenteth to my willing 
‘ But, [by] my moder scint Venus, 

And by hii fader Saturnus, 

That hir engendrid by his lyf, 59 S') 

But not upon his wedded wyf ’ 

Yit wol I more unto you swore, 

To make this thing the seurero , 

Now by that fcitli, and that -j leautee 
owe to alle my brethren fiee, 5960 
Of which thor nis wight under heven 
That can her fadres names iie\ en. 

So dyvers and so many ther be 
That \v ith my moder have be i)rivcc ’ 

Yit wolde I swero, foi sikernesse, 5965 
The polo of he lie to my witnesso, 

Now drinke I not this yeer clarree. 

If that I lye, or forsworn be ’ 

(For of the goddes the usage is, 

That who-so him forswereth amis, 5970 
Shal that -v eer drinko no clarree) 

Now have T sworn y nough, pardee , 

If I forswore me, than am I lorn, 

But I wol never be forsworn 

Sith Richesse hath me failed here, 5975 

She shal abye that trespas ■f dcre. 

At leeste wey, but [she] hir arme 
With swerd, or sparth, or gisarme 
For certes, sitli she loveth not me. 

Fro thilke tyme that she may see 5980 
The castel and the tour to-shake. 

In sory tyme she shal awake 
If I may grype a riche man, 

I shal so puUe him, if I can. 

That he shal, in a fewe stoundes, 5985 
Lese alle his markes and his poundes 
I shal him make his pens outslmge, 
But-[if] they in his gemer springe , 


Our may dens shal eek plukke him so. 
That him shal neden fetheres mo, e;ggo 
And make him selle his lond to spende. 
But he the bet cunne him defende 
‘ Pore men han maad hir lord of me , 
Although they not so mighty be. 

That they may fede me m delyt, 5995 
I wol not have hem in despyt 
No good man hateth hem, as I gesse , 

Foi chinche and fcloun is Richesse, 

That so can chase hem and dispyse, 

And hem defoule in sondry wyse 6000 
They loven ful bet, so god me spede. 

Than doth the riche, chmchy fgnede, 
And been, in good feith, more stable 
And trewer, and more ser\iable , 

\nd therfore it suffyseth me 6005 

Hir goode heite, and hir 'j-leautee 
They han on me sot al hir thought. 

And therfore I forgete hem nought 
I 'f^oldo hem brmge in greet noblesse. 

If that I were god of Richesse, 6010 

As I am god of Love, sothly. 

Such routhe upon hir pleynt have I 
Therfore I must his socour be. 

That peyneth him to serven me , 

For if he deyde for loye of this, 6015 
Than semeth in me no love ther is ’ 

‘ Sir,’ seifle they, ‘ sooth is, eveiy del. 
That ye rehcrco, and we wot wel 
Thilk oth to holde is resonable , 

For it IS good and covenablo, 6020 

That ye on riche men han sw orn 
For, sir, this wot we wcl biforn , 

If riche men doon you homage. 

That IS as fooles doon outrage , 

But ye sliul not forsworen be, 6025 

Ne lot therfore to drmke clarree, 

Or piment maked fresh and newe 
Ladyes shulle hem such pepir brew e. 

If that they falle into hir laas, 

That they for wo mowe seyn ‘ Allas ’ ’ 
Ladyes shuln e^ er so curtcis be, 6031 
That they shal quyte your oth al free 
Ne seketh never other vicaire, 

For they shal speko with hem so fair© 
That ye shal holde you payed ful wel. 
Though ye you medle never a del 6036 
Lat ladies worche with hir thinges. 

They shal hem toUe so fele tj dinges, 

And moeve hem eke so many requestis 
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By flatery, that not honest is, 6040 

And therto yeve hem such thankmges, 
What with kissing, an<i with talkinges, 
That certos, if they trowed he, 

8hal never le\e hem lond ne Ice 
That it nil as the moehle fare, 604 

Of which they hrst delivered are 
Now may ye telle us al your wille, 

And we y our hestes shal fulfillo 

‘ But Fals-Semhlant dar not, for drede 
Of you, sir, medle him of this dede, 60^0 
For he seith that ye been his fo , 

He not, if ye wol worche him wo 
Wlierfore we pray you alle, boau-sire, 
That ye forgive him now your ire. 

And that he may dwelle, as your man. 
With Abstinence, his dcre lemmaii , 6056 
This our accord and our wil now ’ 

‘ Parlay,’ seide Love, ‘ I graunte it yow , 
I wol wel hold© him for my man , 6059 

Now lat him come ’ and he fortli ran 
‘ Fals-Semblant,’ quod Love, ‘ in this wyse 
I take thee here to my servj so, 

Tliat thou our freendis helpe alway. 

And -f-hindre hem neither night ne day, 
But do thy might hem to relove, 6065 
And eek our enemies that thou greve 
Thyn be this might, I graunt it thee. 

My king of harlotes shalt thou be , 

"We wol that thou haye such lionour 
Certeyn, thou art a fals traitour, 6070 
And eek a theef , sith thou were born, 

A thousand tyme thou art forsworn 
But, natheles, in our hering, 

To xnitte our folk out of douting, 

I bid thee teche hem, wostow how ? 6075 
By somme general signe now. 

In what place thou shalt founden lie, 

If that men had mister of thee , 

And how men shal thee host esiiye, 

For thee to knowe is greet maistrye , 6080 
Tel 111 what place is tliyii haunting ^ 

F Spin ‘ Sir, I have fele dyvers woning. 
That I kepe not rehersed bo, 

So that ye wolde respjdien me 
For if that I telle you the so the, 608^ 

I may have harm and shame bothe 
If that my felowes wisten it, 

My tales shulden me be quit , 

For certeyn, they wolde hate me, 

If ever X knewe hir cruelte , 6090 


For they wolde over-al holde hem stille 
Of trouthe that is ageyn hir wille , 

Suche tales kepen they not here 
I might eftsone bye it ful dere, 

If I seide of hem any thing, 6095 

That ought displeseth to hir honng 
For what word that hem prikke orbyteth, 
In that word noon of hem delyteth, 

A.1 were it gospel, the evangyle, 

That wolde reprove hem of hir gyle, 6100 
For they are cruel and hauteyn 
And this thing wot 1 wel, certeyn, 

If I sjieko ought to peire hir loos. 

Your court shal not so wel be cloos, 

That they ne sbal wite it att© last 6105 
Of good men am I nought agast, 

For they wol taken on hem no-tliing, 
Whan that they knowe al my menmg , 
But he that wol it on him take, 

He wol himself suspecious make, 61x0 
That he his lyf lot covertly, 

In Gyle and in Ipocrisy, 

That me engendied and yaf fostring’ 

‘ They made a ful good engendnng,’ 
Quod Love, ‘ for who-so soothly telle, 6115 
They engendred the devel of helle ’ 

‘ But nedely, how-so-ever it be,’ 

Quod Love, ‘ I wol and charge thee. 

To telle anoon thy woning-places, 

Hermg ec h wight that in this place is , 
And what lyf that thou livest also, 6121 
Hyde it no longer now , wherto ? 

Thou most discover al thy wurching. 
How thou servest, and of what thmg, 
Though that thou shuldest for thy soth- 
sawo 6125 

Ben al to-beten and to-drawe , 

And yit art thou not wont, pardee 
But natheles, though thou beten be, 
Thou shalt not be the first, that so 
Hitli for soth-sawe suffred wo ’ 6i^o 
F Sem ‘ Sir, sith that it may lykeu 

Though that I shulde be slayn right now, 
I shal don your oomaundement, 

For therto have I gret talent ’ 6134 

Withouten wordes mo, right than, 
Fals-Semblant bis sermon bigan, 

And seide hem thus in audience — 

‘ Barouns, tak hede of my sentence ’ 

That wight that list to have knowing 
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Of Fals-Semblant, fal of flatenng, 6140 
He must in worldly folk him seke, 

And, oertes, in the cloistres eke , 

I wone no-where but in hem tweye , 

But not lyk even, sooth to seye , 

Shortly, I wol herberwe me 6145 

there I hope best to hulstred be , 

And certeynly, sikerest hyding 
Is under neth humblest clothing’ 

‘ Religious folk ben ful covert , 

Seculer folk ben more appert 6150 

But natlieles, I wol not blame 
Religious folk, ne hem diffame, 

In what habit that ever they go 
Religioun humble, and trewe also, 

Wol I not blame, ne dispyse, 6155 

But I ml love it, m no wyse 
I mene of fals religious. 

That stoute bon, and malicious , 

That wolen in an abit go. 

And setten not hir herte thei to 6160 
‘ Religious folk bon al pitoiis , 

Thou slialt not seen oon dispitous 
They loven no pryde, ne no stryf, 

But humbly they wol lede hir lyf , 

With f swich folk wol I never be 6i6t; 
And il I dwelle, I feyne me 
I may wcl in he r ibit go , 

But mo w ere lever niy nekke atwo. 

Than f'lete a purpose that I take, 

Wliat covenaunt that o\cr I make 6170 
I dwelle with hem that prondo be, 

And lulle of w\les and subtelto , 

That worship of this world co\oyton, 

And greto ynodos cunne o^iiUyten , <>174 
And goon and gadicn greet pitaunces, 
And purchace hem the acqu^viitaunees 
Of men that mighty lyf m vy k den , 

And feyne hem pore, and hem-self leden 
With gode morcels delicious, 

And drinken good vyn piecious, 6180 
Ajid jncche us po\eit and disticsse. 

And fisshtii liein-self greet iitliesse 
With W3^1y nett IS that they caste 
It wol come foul out at the laste 
They ben fro cleno religioun wont , 6185 
They make the world an argument 
That hath a foul conclusioun 
“ I have a robe of religioun, 

Than am I al religious ” 

This argument is al roignous , 6190 


It IS not worth a croked brere , 

Habit ne maketh fmonk ne frere, 

But dene lyf and devocioun 
Maketh gode men of religioun 
Nathelesse, -ther can noon answers, 6195 
How high that ever his heed he shere 
With rasour whetted never so kene, 

That Gyle in braunches cut thnttene , 
Thor can no wight distincte it so, 

That he dar sey a word therto 6200 

‘ But what herberwe that ever I take, 
Or what semblant that ever I make, 

I mene but gyle, and folowe that , 

For right no mo than Gibbe our cat 
[fFro myce and rattes went his wyle], 

Ne entendo 1 [not] but to fbegyle , 6206 

Ne no wight may, by my clothing, 

Wite with what folk is my dwelling , 

Ne by my wordis yet, pardee. 

So softe and so plesaunt they bo 6210 
Bihold the dedcs that I do , 

But thou be blind, thou oughtest so , 

For, vane hir wordis fro hir dede. 

They thenke on gyle, without[en] diede, 
What maner clothing that they were, 

Or what estat that evei they here, 6216 
Lered or lewd, lord or lady, 

Knight, squier, burgcis, or bayly * 

Right thus whyl Fals-Somblant ser- 
moneth, 

Eftsones Love him aresoneth, 6220 

And brak his tile m the speking 
As though he had him told losing , 

And seide ‘ What, devel, is tli it I here ? 
"W hat folk hast thou us nempned here ^ 
May men finde religioun 6225 

In worldly habitacioun ^ ’ 

F Sem ‘ Ye, sir , it foloweth not that 
they 

Shulde lede a wikked Ivf, parfej , 

Ne not therfore her soules lese. 

That hem to worldl}^ clothes chese , O230 
For, certes, it were gret pitoe 
Mon may in seculer clothes see 
Florisshen holy rehgioun 
Ful many a se\nt in feeld and tomi, 
With many a \irgin glorious, 62^5 

Devout, and ful religious. 

Had deyed, that ‘f-comun c lothe ay beren, 
Yit seyntes never-the-les they \\ eren 
I coudo rclvon jou many a ten , 
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Ye, wol nigh alle these holy wimmen, 
That men in chirches herie and seke, 6241 
Bothe maydens, and those wyves eke, 
That baren fmany a fan child hero, 
Wered alwoy clothis sociilero, 

And in the same dyden they, 6245 

That soyntos weren, and been alwey 
The eleven thousand maydens dere, 

That bcren in heven hir merges clere. 

Of which men rede in chiiche, and singe. 
Were take in seculer clothing, 6^50 

Whan they resseyved martiidom. 

And w onnen heven unto her hoom 
Good herte makoth the gode thought , 
The clothing yoveth ne revoth nought 
The gode thought and the worching, 6^5=5 
That maketh freligioun flow ring, 

Ther lyth tlie good lehgioun 
After the light entencioun 
‘ Who-so toke a wethers skin, 

And wrapjied a gredy wolf therm, 6260 
For he shulde go with lambes whyte, 
Wonest thou not ho wolde hem byte ’ 

Yis ' nevor-the-las, as he were wood. 

He wolde hem wery, and drinke tho 
blood , 

And wel the rather hem disceyye, 6265 
For, sith they coude not perceyyo 
His trcget and his crueltee. 

They wolde him folowe, al wolde he flee 
‘ If thoi be wolves of sich hcwo 
Amonges these apostils new 0, 6-70 

Thou, holy chirche, thou maj st be way led’ 
Sith that thy citeo is assayled 
Thourgh knightcs of thj n owne table, 
God wot thy lordship is doutable ’ 

If they enforce [hem] it to winne, 627c; 
Tliat shulde defendo it fro Avithmne, 
Who might defence ayens ho n make ? 
Without[en] stroke it mot bo take 
Of tropeget or mangonel , 

Without displaying of pensek 6280 

And if god ml don it socour. 

But lat [hem] ronne in this colour, 

Thou moost thyn heestes laten bo 
Than is ther nought, but yeldo thee. 

Or yeve hem tribute, doutelecs, 6.85 

And holde it of hem to hayo pocs 
But gretter harm bityde thoe, 

Tliat they al maister ot it be 
Wel conne they scorne thee withal , 


By day stuffen they the wal, 6290 

And al the night they mynen there 
Nay, thou f most planten elleswhero 
Thyn impes, if thou wolt fruyt haye , 
Abyd not there thy-self to save 

‘ But now pees ’ here I turne agoyn , 

I wol no more of this thing ['seyn, 6296 
If I may passen mo herby , 

I mighto maken you wei \ 

But I wol heten you alway 

To helpo your freendos what I may, 6300 

So they wollon my compan'v , 

For they be shent al-outerly 

But-if so falle, that 1 be 

Oft with hem, and they with mo 

And eek my lemman mot they serve, 6305 

Or they shul not my love deserve 

Forsotho, I am a fals trait our , 

God jugged me for a thoef trichour , 
Forsworn I am, but wel nygh non 
Wot of my gjdo, til it be don 6310 

‘Thourgh me hath many oon deth 
resseyved, 

That my treget never aperceyved , 

And yit resseyveth, and shal resseyve, 
That my falsnesse f never apercoy v e 
But who-so doth, if he wys be, 6315 

Him IS right good be war of me 
But so sligh IS the [fdeceyving 
That to hard is the] aperceyvmg 
For Prothous, that coude him chaunge 
In every shap, hoomly and straunge, 6320 
Coude never sich gyle ne tresoun 
As I , for I com never in toun 
Ther as I mighte knowon bo, 

Though men me bothe might here and see 
Ful wel I can my clothes chaunge, 0325 
Take oon, and make another straunge 
Now am I knight, now chasteleyn , 

Now prelat, and now chapolej n , 

Now prest, now clerk, and now forstere , 
Now am I maistor, now scolero , 6330 

Now monk, now chanoun, now baily , 
What-ever mister man am I 
Now am I prince, now am I page, 

And can by herte every langage 
Som-tyme am I hoor and old , 6335 

Now am I yong, [and] stout, and bold , 
Now am I Robert, now Robyn , 

Now frore Honour, now I xcobyn , 

And with mo folweth my loteby, ^ 
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To don mo solas and company, 6^40 
That liight dame fAbstinence-Streyned, 

In many a queynt array [y]-feyned 
Eight as it cometh to hir lyking, 

I fulfill© al hir desiring 

Somtyme a wommans cloth take 1 , 6345 

Now am I may do, now lady 

Somtyme I am religious , 

Now lyk an ankor in an lious 
Somtyme am I prioresse, 

And now a nonne, and now abbesse , 6330 
And go thurgli ill© regiouns, 

Seking alle religiouns 

But to what ordro that I am sworn, 

I take the strawo, and ’] Icte the com , 

To fblynde folk [ther] I onhabite, 63 

I axe no-more but hir abite 

What wol ye more ^ in everj’’ wyse. 

Eight as me list, I mo disgyse 
Wei can I here me under weed , 

Unlyk is my word to my deed 6360 

Thus make I in my trappos falle, 

Thurgli my pryvileges, alle 
That ben in Cristendom alyve 
I may assoilo, and I may shiyvo. 

That no prolat may lette me, 6 ^ 6 ^^ 

Al folk, whor-over they foundo be 
I noot no prelat may don so. 

But it the pope be, and no mo. 

That mad© thilk ostablisshing 

Now IS not this a propre thing ? 6370 

But, wore my sleightes aperi eyved, 

[f Ne shulde I more been recoyved] 

As I was wont , and wostow why ^ 

Por I dide hem a tregotry , 

But thorof yeve I litel tale, 637<3 

I have the silver and the male , 

So have I preched and eek 8hri\ en, 

So have I take, so have fme yiven, 

Tliurgh lur foly, husbond and wyf, 

That I led© right a joly lyf, 6380 

Thurgh simplesse of the prelacye , 

They know not al my tregetrye 

‘ But for as mocho as man and wyf 
Shuld shewe hir paroche pre&t hir lyf 
Ones a yeer, as seith the book, 6385 

Er any wight his housel took, 

Than have I prjrvileges large. 

That may of moche thing discharge , 

For ho may seye right thus, pardee — 

“ Sir Freest, in shnft I telle it thee, 6390 
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That he, to whom that I am shriven, 
Hath me assoiled, and me yiven 
Penaunce soothly, for my smne, 

Which that I fond me gilty inne , 

Ne I ne have never entencioim 6393 
To make double oonfessioun, 

Ne reliercD eft my shrift to thee , 

0 shrift IS right y-nough to me. 

This oughto thee suffyee wel, 

Ne bo not rebel never-a-del , 6400 

For certes, though thou haddost it sworn, 

1 wot no prest ne prelat born 

That may to shrift eft me constreyne. 
And if they don, I wol me pleyne , 

For I wot where to pleyne wel 6405 

Thou slialt not streyne me a del, 

Ne enforce me, ne "j'yit me trouble, 

To m ike my conlessioun double 
No I have none affec cioun 
To have double absolucioun 6410 

The fiisto is right y-nough to me , 

This 1 itter assoilmg quyte I thee 
I am unbounde , what mayst thou finde 
More of my sinnes me to unbmde ? 

For he, that might hath in his bond, 6415 
Of alio my sinnes mo unbond 
And if thou wolt me thus constreyne, 
That me mot nedis on thee plejne. 

There shal no jugge imperial, 

No bisbhop, ne official, 6420 

Don jugement on mo , for I 
Slial gon and pleyne me openly 
Unto my slirift-fadei nowe, 

(That liight not Frere Wolf untrewe ’) 
And ho shal fchevise him for me, 6425 
For I trowe he can haonpre thee 
But, lord ’ he woldo be wrooth withallej 
If men him wolde Frere Wolf call© ’ 

For h© wolde have no pacienco, 

But don al cruel vengeaunce ’ 6430 

He wolde his might don at the leest, 

[Ne] no-thmg spare for goddes hoest. 

And, god so wis b© my socour, 

But thou yeve me mj Saviour 

At Ester, whan it lyfcoth me, 6435 

Without© presing more on thee, 

I wol forth, and to him goon. 

And he shal housel me anoon, 

For I am out of thy gmcclimg , 

I kepe not dele with thee no-thmg ” 6440 
Thus may he shryv© huaa, that forsaketh 
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His paroclie-prest, and to me taketh. 

And if the prest wol him refuse, 

I am ful rody him to accuse, 

And him piinisshe and hampre so, 6445 
That he his chirche shal forgo 
‘ But who-so hath in his feling 
The consequence of such shryving, 

Shal seen that jirest may never have might 
To knowe the conscience aright 6450 
Of him that is under his cure 
And this ageyns holy scripture. 

That biddeth every herde honeste 
Have verry knowing of his heste 
But pore folk that goon by strete, 64«^'> 
That have no gold, ne sommes grete. 

Hem wolde I lete to hir prelates, 

Or lete hir prestes knowe hir states, 

For to me right nought yeve they * 

Amow * And. why f is it ^ ’ 

F Sem * For they ne may 6460 

They ben so bare, I take no keep , 

But I wol have the fatte sheep , — 

Lat parish prestes have the leno, 

I yeve not of hir harm a bene ’ 

And if that prelats grucchen it, 6465 
That oughten f wroth be in hir wit. 

To lese her fatte bestes so, 

I shal yeve hem a stroke or two, 

That they shal lesen with [the] force. 

Ye, bothe hir mytro and hir croce 6470 
Thus jape I hem, and have do longe, 

My privoleges been so stronge ’ 

Fals Semblant wolde have stinted here. 
But Love ne made him no such chere 
That he was wery of his sawe , 6475 

But tor to make him glad and fawe, 

He seide — ‘ Tel on more specialy, 

How that thou servest untrcwly 
Tel forth, and shame thee never a del , 
For as thyn abit shewith wel, 6480 

Thou f semest an holy heremyte ’ 

F Sem * Soth is, but I am an ypocrj te ’ 
A mour Thou gost and prechest povei - 
tee?^ 

F Sem Ye, sir , but richesse hath 
poustee * 

Amour ‘ Thou prechest abstinence 
also ? ’ 6485 

F Sem ‘ Sir, I wol fillen, so mote I go, 
My paunche of godo mete and wyne, 

As shulde a maister of divjne , 


For how that I me povor feyne, 

Yit alio pore folk I disdeyne 6490 

‘ I love f bet the acqueyntaunco 
Ten tymes, of the king of Fraunce, 

Than of f pore man of mylde mode. 
Though that his soule be also gode 
For whan I see beggers quaking, 6495 
Naked on mixens al stinking, 

For hungre crye, and eek for care, 

I entromete not of hir fare 
They been so pore, and ful of pyne. 

They might not ones ye\ e me f dyne, 6500 
For they ha\ e no-thmg but hir lyl , 

What shulde he yeve that likketh his 
knyf ? 

It IS but foly to entremete, 

To seke in houndes nest fat mete 
Let bere hem to the spitel anoon, 6505 
But, for me, comfort gete they noon 
But a riche siko usurere 
Wolde I visyte and drawe nero , 

Him wol I comforte and rehete, 

For I hope of his gold to gete 6510 

And if that wikked deth him have, 

I wol go with him to his grave. 

And if ther any reprove me. 

Why that I lete the pore be, 

Wostow how I f mot ascape ? 6515 

I sey , and swere him ful rape, 

That riche men han more tecches 
Of sinne, than han pore wrecches, 

And han of counseil more mister , 

And theifore I wol drawe hem ner 6520 
But as gret hurt, it may so be. 

Hath fsoul m right grot poverte, 

As soul in gret richesse, forsothe, 

Al-be-it that they hurtcn bothe 

For richesse and mendicitees 6525 

Bon cleped two extremitees , 

The mcne is cleped suffisauncc, 

Ther lyth of vertu the aboundafince 
For Salamon, ful wel I woot. 

In his Parables us wroot, 6530 

As it IS knowe of many a wight. 

In Ills f thrittethe chapitre right 
“ God, thou me kepe, for thy poustee. 

Fro richesse and mendicitee , 

For if a riche man him dresso 6535 

To thenko to moche on [his] richesse, 

His herte on that so fer is set, 

That he his creatour foryet , 
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And him, that f begging wol ay greve, 
How shulde I by his word him leve ? 61^40 
Unnethe that he nis a micher, 

Forsworn, or elles fgod is Iyer ” 

Thus seith Salamon[es] sawes , 

Ne we finde writen in no lawcs, 

And namely in our Cristen lay — 6545 

(Wlio soith ‘ ye,’ I dar sey ‘ nay ’) — 

That Crist, ne his apostles dere, 

Whyl that they walkede in ertho here, 
Were never seen her bred begging, 

For they nolde beggon for no-thmg 6<^‘;o 
And right thus were men wont to teche , 
And in this wj sc wolde it prcche 
The maistres of divinitoe 
Somtyine in Pans the citee 

‘ And if men wolde ther-geyn appose 
The naked text, and leto the glose, 65^6 
It mighte sono assoiled bo , 

For men may wel the sothe see, 

That, parde, they mighto axe a thmg 
Plej Illy forth, without beggmg 6>^6o 
For they weren goddes herdcs dere, 

And cure of soulcs hadden here. 

They nolde no-thmg begge hir fode , 

For after Crist was don on rode. 

With fhir propro hondes they wrought. 
And with tra\el, and ellcs nought, 65O6 
They wonnen all hir sustenaunce, 

And livoden forth in hir penaunee. 

And the remenaunt f yeve awey 
To other pore *| folk alwey 6570 

They neither bildtn tour ne halle, 

But leye in houses smalo with ille 
A mighty man, that can and ma^, 

Shulde with his honde and body alway 
Wmno him his food in laboring, 6575 
If ho ne have rout or sich a thing, 
Altliough ho be religious, 

And god to sei ven curious 
Thus mote ho don, or do tresiias, 

But-if it be in certeyn cas, 6580 

Til it I can reliorce, if mister bo, 

Bight wel, whan the tymo 1 see 
‘ Soke tho book of Seynt Austin, 

Be it in paper or porchemin, 6584 

Thore-as he writ of these worchmges, 
Thou shalt seen that non excusinges 
A parfit man ne shulde seke 
By woides, no by dedes eke, 

Although he be religious, 


And god to serven curious, 6590 

That he ne shal, so mote I go, 

With propre hondes and body also, 

Gete his food in labormg. 

If he ne have propreteo of thing 

Yit shulde he sello al his substaunce, 6595 

And with his swink have sustenaunce, 

If he be parfit in bountee 
Thus han tho bookes tolde me 
For he that wol gon y diUy, 

And useth it ay besily 6600 

To haunten other mennes table. 

He 13 a trechour, ful of fable , 

Ne ho ne may, by gode resoun, 

Excuse him by his orisoun 

For men bihoveth, in som gyse, 6605 

f Som tyme leven goddes ser\ \ so 

To gon and purchasen her node 

Men mote eten, that is no dredo, 

A^nd slope, and eek do other thing , 

So longe may they leve praying 6610 
So may they eek hir prayer blmne, 

While that they werke, hir mete to winne. 
Seynt Austin wol therto accorde, 

In thilke book that I recordo 
Justinian eek, that made lawcs, 6615 
Hath thus forboden, by olde dawes, 

“ No man, up peyne to be deed. 

Mighty of body, to begge Lis breed. 

If ho may swinkc, it for to gete , 

Men shulde him rather mayme or bete. 
Or doon of him apert justice, 6021 

Than suflicn him m such malice ” 

They don not wcl, so mote I go, 

That t iken such almesse so. 

But if they have som pri\elege, 66-5 

That of the peyne hem wol allege 
But how that is, can I not see, 

But-if the prmce disseyvcd be , 

Ne I ne weno not, sikerl’v , 

That they may ha\o it iightfullj 6'^3o 
But I wol not determyne 
Of princes power, no defy ne, 

Ne by my word comprende, y w is, 

If it so for may strccche in this 
I wol not entremete a del , 6635 

But I trowe that the book seith wel, 

WTio that taketh almesses, that bo 
Dewe to folk that men may see 
Lame, fehle, wery, and baie, 

Poie, or m such maner care, 6640 
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(That conne wmne hem nevermo, 

For they have no power therto), 

He eteth his owne dampning, 

But-if he lyo, that made al thing 
And if ye such a truaunt fiiido, 664 

Chastise him wol, if j e he kmde 
But they wolde hate you, percas, 

And, if ye fillen in hir laas, 

They wolde eftsones do you scathe, 

If that they mighte, late or rathe , 6650 

For they he not ful pacient, 

Tliat han the woild thus foule hlcnt 
And witeth wel, [wlier] that god l)ad 
The good man selle al that he had, 

And folowe him, and to pore it yive, 66*^5 
He wolde not therfore that ho live 
To serven him in mendience 
For it was never his sentence , 

But he had wirken whan that nede is. 
And folwe him in goode dedes 6660 

Seynt Poule, that loved al holy chirche. 
He bade th’apostles for to wirche, 

And wmnen hir lyflode in that wyso. 
And hem defended truaundyse, 6664 
And seide, “ Wirketh with your honden , ” 
Thus shulde the thing be understonden 
He nolde, y-wis, fbidde hem begging, 

Ne sellen gospel, ne preching, 

Lest they herafte, with hir asking, 

Folk of hir catel or of hir thing 6670 

For in this world is many a man 
That yeveth his good, for he ne can 
Weme it for siiame, or elles he 
Wolde of the asker delivered be , 

And, for he him encombreth so, 6675 
He yeveth him good to late him go 
But it can him no-thing profyte, 

They lese the yift and the meryte 
The goode folk, that Poule to preehed, 
Profred him ofte, whan he hem teched, 
Som of hir good in charite , 6681 

But therof right no-thing took he , 

But of his hondwerk wolde he gete 
Clothes to wryen him, and his mete * 
Amour ‘ Tol me than how a man may 
liven, 6685 

That al his good to pore hath yiven. 

And wol but only bidde his bedes. 

And never with f bond laboure his nedes 
May he do so ? ’ 

F Sem * Ye, sir * 


Amour ^ And how ? ’ 

F Sem ‘ Sir, I wol gladly telle yow — 
Seynt Austin seith, a man may bo 6691 
In houses that han propreteo. 

As templers and hospitelers, 

And as these chanouns regulers, 

Or whyfe monkes, or these blake — 6695 
T wole no mo en samples make) — 

And take therof his sustonmg, 

For thcrinne lyth no begging , 

But other-weyes not, y-wis, 
f Yif Austin gabbeth not of this 6700 
And yit ful manj a monk laboureth, 

That god in holv chircho honoureth , 

For whan hii swinking is agoon, 

They rede and singe in chirche anoon 
‘ And for ther hath ben greet discord, 
As many a wight may beie record, 0706 
Upon the estate of f mendience, 

I wol shortly, in votir presence, 

Tf lie how a man may beggo at nede, 

That hath not wherwith him to fede, 671a 
Maugre his felones jangehnges, 

For sothfastnesso wol non hidinges , 

And yit, percas, I may abeye 
That I to vow sothly thus seye, 

‘ Lo, here the caas especial 6715 

If a man he so bestial 
That ho of no craft hath science, 

And nought desvreth ignorence. 

Than may he go a-begging yeme, 

Til he som maner craft can leme, 6720 
Thurgh which, without[e] truaunding, 

He may in trouthe have his Lving 
Or if he may don no labour. 

For elde, or syltnesse, or langonr, 

Or for his tendre age also, 6725 

Than may ho yit a-begging go 
‘ Or if he have, peraventure, 

Thurgh usage of his noriture, 

Lived over deliciously. 

Than oughten good folk comunly 6730 
Han of his mischeef som pitee, 

And suffren him also, that he 

May gon aboute and hegge his breed, 

That he he not for hungur deed 

Or if he have of craft cunning, 6735 

And strengthe also, and desiring 

To wirken, as he hadde what. 

But he finde neither this ne that, 

Than may he begge, til that he ' 
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Have geten his necessitee 6740 

‘ Or it his winning he so l3rfce, 

That his labour wol not acquyte 
Sufficiantly al his living, 

Yit may he go his breed begging , 

Fro doro to done he may go trace, 6745 
Til he the romenaunt may purchace 
Or it a man wolde undertahe 
Any empryse for to make, 

In the rescous of our 1 xy, 

And it defenden as he may, 6750 

Be it with armes or lettrui e, 

Or other covenable cuie, 

If it be so he pore bo, 

Tlian may he begge, til that he 
May finde in trouthe for to swinke, 67*55 
And gote him clothe[s], mete, and drmke 
Swinke he with hondes corporel, 

And not with hondes espirituek 

‘ In al this[e] caas, and in semblables, 

If that tlier bon mo lesonables, 0760 
He may begge, as I telle you here, 

And ollcs nought, in no manere , 

As William Seynt Amour wolde preche, 
And ofte wolde dispute and teche 
Ot this matere aUe openly 6765 

At Pans ful solemp[neJly 
And al-so god my soule blesse, 

As he had, in this stedtastnesse. 

The accord of the universiteo, 

And of the puple, as semeth me 6770 
‘ No good man oughte it to lefuse, 

Ne oughte him therof to excuse, 

Be wrooth or blythe who-so be , 

For I wol speke, and telle it thee, 

Al shulde I dye, and be put doun, 6775 
As was seynt Poul, in derk prisoun , 

Or be exiled in this caas 
With wrong, as maister William was, 
That my moder Ypocrisye 
Banisshed for hir greet envye 6780 

‘ My moder flemed him, Seynt Amour 
This noble dide such labour 
To susteyne ever the loyaltee, 

That he to moche agilte mo 

He made a book, and leet it wryte, 6785 

Wlierin his lyf he dide al wryte, 

And wolde icli reneyed beggmg, 

And liyed by my traveylmg, 

If I ne had rent ne other good 

What ? wened he that I were wood ? 6790 


For labour might me never plese, 

I have more wil to been at ese , 

And have wol lever, sooth to sey, 

Bifore the puple patro and pre3‘, 

And wrye me in my foxerye 6795 

Under a cope of papelardye ’ 

Quod Love, ‘ What devel is this I here? 
Wliat wordcs tellest thou me here ^ ’ 

F Sem ‘ What, sir ? ’ 

Amour ‘ Falsnesse, that apert is , 

Than dredest thou not god ? ’ 

F Sem No, certes 6800 

For selde in greet thing shal he spede 
In this world, that god wol drede 
For folk that hem to vertu yiven, 

And truly on her owne hven, 

And hem in goodnesse ay oontene, 6805 
On hem is htel thrift y-sene , 

Such folk drinken gret mieese , 

That lyf [ne] may me never plese 
But see what gold han usurers^ 

And silver eek in [hir] garners;, 68 la 
Tajlagiers, and these monyours, 

Bailils, bedels, provost, countours , 

These liven wel nygh by ravyne , 

The smale puplo hem mote enclyne, 

And they as wolves wol hem eten 6815 
Upon the pore folk they geten 
Ful moche of that they spende or kepe , 
Nis none of hem that he ml strepe, 

And fwryen him-self wel atto fuUe , 
Without[ej scalding they hem puUe 6820 
The stronge the feble overgoth , 

But I, that were my simj^e cloth, 

Robbe bothe f robbed and robbours, 

And g>le fgyled and gylours 

By my treget, I gadre and threste 6825 

Tlie greet tresour into my cheste, 

That lyth with me so faste hounde. 

Myn higho paleys do I foimde, 

And my delytes I fulfiUe 

With wyne at feestes at my wiUe, 6830 

And tables fulle of entremees , 

I wol no lyf, but ese and pees, 

And winne gold to spende also 
For whan the grete bagge is go, 

It cometh right [eft] with my japesi. 6835 
Make I not wel tumble myn apes ? 

To wmne is alwey myn entent , 

My purehas is better than my rent , 

For though I shtilde betea be, 
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Over-al I entremete mo , 6840 

Withotit[e] me may no wight dure 
I walke soules for to cure 
Of al the worlde cure have I 
In hrede and lengthe , holdely 
I wol hothe preche and eek counceilen , 
With hondes wille I not traveilen, 6846 
For of the pope I have the bulle , 

I ne holde not my w^ittes dulle 
I wrol not stmten, in my hw e, 

These emperoures for to shry\ e, 6850 
Or kynges, dukes, and lordes grcte , 

But pore folk al quyte I leto 
I love no such shi yving, pardee, 

But it for other cause bo 
I rekke not of pore men, 685'? 

Hir astate is not worth an hen 
Where fynJest thou a swinker of labour 
Have me unto his confessour ’ 

But emperesses, and duchesses, 

Thise queues, and eek [thise] countesses, 
Thise abbesses, and eek Bigyns, 6861 
These grete ladyes palasyns. 

These joly knightes, and baillyves, 

Thise nonnes, and thise burgeis wjrves. 
That riche been, and eek plcsing, 6865 
And thise maidens welfarmg, 

Wher-so they clad or naked be, 
Uncounceiled goth ther noon fro me 
And, for her soules savetee. 

At lord and lady, and hir moyneo, 6870 
I axe, whan they hem to me shryve, 

The propretee of al hir lyve. 

And make hem trowe, bothe meest and 
leest, 

Hit paroch-prest nis but a beest 
Ayens me and my company, 6875 

That shrewes been as greet as I , 

For whiche I wol not hyde in hold 
No privetee that mo is told. 

That I by word or signe, y-wis, 

•f Nil make hem knowe what it is, 6880 
And they wolen also tellen me , 

They hele fro me no privitee 

And for to make yow hem perceyven. 

That nsen folk thus to disceyven, 

I wol you seyn, withouten drede, 6885 
What men may in the gospel rede 
Of Seynt Mathew, the gospelere. 

That seith, as I shal you sey here. 

* Upon the ohaire of Moyses — 


Thas IS it glosed, douteles 6890 

That IS the olde testament. 

For therby is the chaire ment- 
Sitte Scribes and Pharis[i]en , — 

That is to seyn, the cursed men 
Whiche that we ypocrites calle — 6895 

Doth that they preche, I redo you alle. 
But doth not as they don a del, 

That been not wery to seye wel, 

But to do wel, no wille have they , 

And they wolde binde on folk alwey. 

That ben to [be] begyled able, 6901 

f Burdens that ben importable , 

On folkes shuldres thingos they couchen 
That they nil with her fingres touchen ’ 

Amo 7 ir ‘ And why wol they not touche 
it?’ 

F Sem ‘ Why ? 6905 

For hem ne list not, sikerly , 

For sadde f burdens that men taken 

Make folkes shuldres akon 

And if they do ought th it good be. 

That IS for folk it shulde see 6910 

Her f borders larger maken they, 

And make hir hemmes wyde alwey. 

And loven setes at the table, 

The firste and most honourable , 

And for to han the first cliaieres 6915 
In synagoges, to hem ful dere is , 

And willen that folk hem loute and grete, 
Whan that they passen thurgh the strete, 
And wolen be clepcd ‘ Maister ’ also 
But they ne shulde not willen so , 6920 

The gospel is ther-ageyns, I gesse 
That sheweth wel hir wikkidnesse. 

‘ Another custom use we — 

Of hem that wol ayens us be. 

We hate j-hem deedly evenchoon, 6925 
And we wol werry fhem, as oon 
Him that oon hateth, hate we alle. 

And conjGcte how to doon him falle. 

And if we seen him winne honour, 
Eichcsse or preys, thurgh his valour, 6930 
Provende, rent, or dignitee, 

Ful fast, y-wis, compassen we 
By what ladder he is clomben so , 

And for to maken him doun to go. 

With traisoun we wole him defame, 6935 
And doon him lese his gode name. 

Thus from his ladder we him take. 

And thus his freendes foes we make , 
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But word ne wite shal he noon, 

Til alle his freendes been his foon 6940 
For if we dide it openly, 

We might have blame redily , 

For hadde he wist of our malyce, 

He hadde him kept, but he were nyce 
‘ Another is this, that, if so falle 6945 
That ther be oon among us alle 
That doth a good turn, out of drede. 

We seyn it is our aldei dede 
Ye, sikerly, though he it feyned, 

Or that him list, or that him deyned 6950 
A man thurgh him avaunced be , 

Therof alle parceners be we, 

And tcllen folk, wher-so we go, 

That man thurgh us is sprongen so 
And for to have of men prey sing, 69')^ 

We purchaco, thurgh our flatering. 

Of riche men, of grot poustce, 

Lettres, to witnesse our bountee , 

So that man weneth, that may us see. 
That alle vertu in us be 6960 

And alwey pore wo us feyne , 

Bub how so that we beggo or pleyne. 

We bon the folk, without losing, 

That al thing have without having 
Thus be we dred of the puple, y-wis 6965 
And gladly my purpos is this — 

I dele with no wight, but he 
Have gold and tresour gret plentee , 

Hir acqueyntaunce wel love I , 

This IS moche my desyr, shortly 6970 
I entremete me of brocages, 

I make pees and manages, 

I am gladly executour, 

And many tymes procuratour , 

I am somtjuno messager , 6975 

Tliat falleth not to my mister 

And many tymes I make enquestes , 

For me that office not honest is , 

To dele with other mennes thing, 

That IS to me a gret lyking 6980 

And if that ye ha^ e ought to do 
In place that I repeire to, 

I shal it spoden thurgh my wit, 

As sone as ye have told me it 
So that ye serve me to pay, 6985 

My servise shal be your alway 
But who-so wol chastyse me, 

Anoon my love lost hath he , 

For I love no man in no gyse, 


That wol mo reprove or chastyse , 6990 

But I wolde al folk undertake. 

And of no wight no teching take , 

For I, that other folk chastye, 

Wol not be taught fro my folye 

‘ I love noon hermitage more , 6995 

Alle desertes, and holtes hore, 

And grete wodes everichoon, 

I lete hem to the Baptist lohan 
I quetho him quyto, and him relesse 
Of Egipt al the wildirnesse , 7000 

To fer were alle my mansiouns 
Fro alle citees and goode tonnes 
My paleis and myn hous make I 
There men may renno in openlj , 

And sey that I the world forsake 7005 
But al amidde I bilde and make 
My hous, and swimme and pley therinne 
Bet than a fish doth with his finne 
‘ Of Antecnstes men am I, 

Of whiche that Crist seith openly, 7010 
They have abit of holinesse. 

And liven in such wikkednesse 
Outward, lambren semen we, 

Fulle of goodnesse and of pitee, 

And inward we, withouten fable, 7015 
Bon gredy wolves ravisable 
We enviroune bothe londe and see , 

With al the world f werreyen w e , 

We wol ordevne of alle thing. 

Of folkes good, and her living 7020 

‘ If ther be castcl or citee 
Whenn that any bougerons be, 

Although that they of Milayne were. 

For thei-of ben they blamed there 

Oi if a w ight, out of mesure, 7025 

Wolde leno his gold, and take usure, 

For that he is so co\ eitous 
Or if he be to leech erous. 

Or f thefe, or haunte simon> 0 , 

Or piovost, ful of trecherye, 70^0 

Or prelat, living jolily. 

Or prest that halt his quene him by , 

Or olde hores hostilers. 

Or other bawdos or bordillers. 

Or elles blamed of any vyce, 7035 

Of whiche men shulden doon justyce 
By alle the seyntes that we pray. 

But they defende 'j’hem -with lamprey, 
With luce, with eles, with samouns. 
With tendre geea and with oapouns, 704c 
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With tartes, or with f oheses fat, 

With deynte flawnes, brode and flat, 
With csaleweys, or witli puUaiUe, 

With conmges, or with tyn vitaillc, 

That we, tinder our clothes wyde, 7045 
Maken thuigh our golet glyde 
Or but he wol do come in haste 
Hoo-venisoun, [y]-bake in paste 
Whether so that he loure or groino, 

He shal have of a coide a loigne, 70 ‘tO 
With whiche men shal him bmde and 
lede, 

To brenne him for his sinful dede, 

That men shulle hero him crye and rore 
A myle-wey aboute, and more 
Or elles ho shal in prisoiin dj e, 7055 
But-it ho wol [our] trendship bye, 

Or smerten tliat that ho hath do, 

More than his gilt amountcth to 
But, and he coutlic tliuigh his sleight 
Do maken up a tour of height, 7060 

Nought roughte I whether of stone or tree. 
Or erthe, or turves though it be, 

Though it were of no vounde stcme 
Wrought with squyre and scantilone 
So that the tour were stuflod wel 70615 
With alle nchesse temporel , 

And thanne, that he wolde updresse 
Engyns, bothe more and lease, 

To caste at us, by every syde — 

To bere his goode name wj de — 7070 

Such sleightes [as] I shal yow novene, 
Barelles of wyne, by sixe or sevene. 

Or gold m sakkes gret plente, 

He shailde sone delivered be 

And if he have noon sich pitaunoes, 7075 

Late him study m equipolences. 

And lete lyes and faJlaces, 

If that he wolde deserve our graces , 

Or we shal here him such witnesse 
Of sinne, and of his wrecchidnesse, 7080 
And doon his loos so wyde renne. 

That aJ quik we shulde him brenne, 

Or elles yeve him suche penaunce, 

That is wel wors than the pitaunce 
‘ For thou shalt never, for no-thing, 

Con knowen aright by her clothing 7086 
The traxtours fulle of trecherye, 1 

But thou her werkes can aspye. 

And ne hadde the good keping be 
WhyJoxn of the universitee, 7090 i 


That kepcth the key of Cristendome, 
fThey had been turmented, alle and some 
Suche been the stinking [falsj prophetis , 
Nis non of hem, that good prophete is , 
For they, thurgh wikked enteneioun, 7095 
The yeer of the incarnacioun 
A thousand and two hundred yeer, 

Fyve and fiftj , forthor ne ner, 

Broughton a boolc, with sory grace, 

To yeven cnsamplo 111 connino place, 7100 
That soldo thus, though it were fable — 

“ This is the Gospel Perdurable, 

That fro the Holy Goost is sent ’’ 

Wel were it worth to ben [y]-brent ’ 
b iititled was in such manere 7105 

This book, of which I telle here 
Ther nas no w iglit 111 al Parys, 

Biforn Our Ladv, at parvys, 
fTbat [he] ne mighto bye the book, 
fTo copy, if him talent took 7110 

Ther might he see, by greet tresoun. 

Fill many fals comparisoun — 

“ As mof he as, thurgh his grote might, 

Bo it of hete, or of light. 

The sunne surmounteth the mone, 7115 
That troubler is, and chaungeth sone, 
And the note-kernel the shelle — 

(I scorno nat that I yow telle) — 

Eight so, w ithouten any gyle, 
Surmounteth this noble Evangyle 7120 
The word of any evangelist ” 

And to her title they token Christ , 

And many such comparisoun, 

Of which I make no mencioun, 

Might men in that boke finde, 7125 

Who-so coude of hem have minde 
‘ Th’ universitee, that tho was aslepe, 
Gan for to braide, and taken kepe , 

And at tho noys the heed up-caste, 

Ne never sithen slepte it faste, 7130 

But up it sterte and armes took 
Ayens this fals horrible book, 

Al redy batail for to malce, 

And to the juge the book bo take 
But they that broughten the book there 
Hcnte it anoon awey, for fere , 7136 

They nolde shewe it more a del, 

But thenne it kepte, and kepen wil, 

Til such a tyme that they may see 
That they so stronge woxeu be, 7140 
That no wight may hem wel witlwtonde^ 



Fragment C ] 


(Siomamt of (Jleoe, 


73 


For by that book they durst not stonde 
Away they gonne it ior to here, 

For they ne durste not answere 
By exposicioun f ne glose 7145 

To that that clerkes wole appose 
Ayens the cursednesse, y-wis, 

That m that boke writon is 
Now wot I not, ne I can not see 
What maner ende that there shal be 7150 
Of al this [boke] that they hyde , 

But yit algate they shal abyde 
Til that they may it bet detende , 

This trowe I best, wol be hir onde 
‘ Thus Antecrist abyden we, 71 

For we ben alle ot his meynee , 

And what man that wol not be so, 

Eight sone he shal his lyt forgo 
We wol a puple fon him areysc, 

And thurgh our gyle doon him seise, 7160 
And him on shaipe spercs ry\e. 

Or other- weyes brmge him Iro lyve, 

But-it that he wol t( lowo, y-wis, 

That in our boke writen is 
Thus moche wol our book signifyo, 7165 
That whyl [that] Peter hath maistiye. 
May never J oh m sliewe w el his might, 

‘ Now have I you declared right 
The mening of the bark and nnde 
That makoth the entenciouns blinde 7170 
But now at erst I wol biginne 
To exjiov no you the pith withmne — 

[f And first, by Peter, as I woiio, 

The Pope himself we wolden mene,] 

And [eek] the seculers comprehende, 7175 
That Cristes la we wol detende. 

And shulde it kepen and mayntenen 
Ayeines hem that al sustenen, 

And falsly to the puple techen 
fAnd Johan bitokeneth hem fthat pre- 
chen, 7180 

That tlier nis lawe covenable 
But thilke Gospel Perdurable, 

That fro the Holy Gost was sent 
To tume folk that been miswent. 

The strengths ot Johan they undirstonde 
The grace in which, they seye, they 
stonde, 7186 

That doth the sinful folk converts, 

And hem to Jesus Crist reverts 
‘ Ful many another hombleto 
May men in that boke see, 7190 


That ben comaunded, douteles, 

Ayens the lawe of Eome oxpres , 

And alle with Antecrist they holden, 

As men may in the book biholden 
And than comaunden they to sleen 7193 
Alle tho that with Peter been , 

But the\ shal nevere have that might, 
And, god toforn, for stryf to fight, 

That they ne shal y-nough [men] finds 
That Peters lawe shal have in minde, 7200 
And ever holde, and so maynteno, 

Th it at the 1 ist it shal be sene, 

Th it they shal alle come tlierto. 

For ought that they can spoke or do 
And thilke lawe shal not stonde, 7205 
That they by Johan have undirstonde , 
But, maugre hem, it shal adoun, 

And been brought to confusioun 
But I wol stmte of this matere, 

For it is wonder long to here , 7210 

But liadde that like book endured, 

Of better estate I weie ensured , 

And freendes have I yit, paidee, 

That han me set in greet degree 

‘ Of al this woild is emperour 7215 
Gyle my fader, the trechour, 

And emp[e]resse my moder is, 

M iugre the Holy Gost, y-wis 
Oui mighty linage and our route 
Eegneth in eveiy regno aboute , 7220 

And wel is f worth we man* ties be, 

For al this world go\erne wo, 

And can the folk so wel disceyve, 

That noon our gj le can perceyve , 

And though they doon, they dar not 
sa^e , 7225 

Tho sothe dar no wight biAvxeye 
But he in Ciistis wrath him ledeth, 

That more than Crist my bretheren dre- 
deth 

He nis no ful good champioun, 

That dredeth such similacioun , 7230 

Nor that for peyne wole refusen 
Us to correcten and accusen 
He wol not ontremete by right, 

Ne have god in his eye-sight, 

And therfore god shal him punyce , 7235 
But me ne rekketh of no vyce, 

Sithen men us loven comunably. 

And holden us for so 'worthy, 

That we may folk reprove eohoon, 
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And we ml have repref of noon 7240 

Whom shulden folk worshipen so 
But us, that stmten never mo 
To patren whyl that folk ua see, 

Though it not so bila ide hem be ? 

‘ And where is more wood folye, 7245 
Than to enhaunce chivalrye. 

And love noble men and gay. 

That joly clothes weren alway ? 

If they be sich folk as they semen, 

So dene, as men her clothes demen, 72*50 
And that her wordes folowe her dede, 

It is gret pite, out of drede, 

For they wol be noon ypoentes ’ 

Of hem, me thinketh [it] gret spite is , 

I can not love hem on no syde 7255 

But Beggers with these hodes wyde, 

With sleighe and pale faces lene. 

And greye clothes not ful dene. 

But fretted ful of tatarwagges. 

And highe shoes, knopped with dagges, 
That frouncen lyke a quaile-pype, 7261 
Or botes nveling as a gype , 

To such folk as I you devyse 
Shulde princes and these lordes wyse 
Take alle her londes and her thinges, 7265 
Bothe werre and pees, m goveminges , 

To such folk shulde a prince him yive, 
That wolde his lyf in honour live 
And if they be not as they seme. 

That serven thus the world to queme, 7270 
There wolde I dwelle, to disceyve 
The folk, for they shal not perceyve 
‘ But I ne speke in no such wy so. 

That men shulde humble abit dispyse. 

So that no pryde ther-undcr be 7275 

No man shulde hate, as thinketh me. 

The pore man m sich clothing 
But god ne preiseth him no-thing, 

That seith he hath the world fors ike. 
And hath to worldly glorie him take, 7280 
And wol of si( he delyces use , 

Who may that Begger wel excuse ? 

That papelard, that him yeldeth so, 

And wol to woildly ese go. 

And seith that ho the world hath left. 
And gredily it grypeth eft, 7286 

He 18 the hound, shame is to seyn, 

That to his casting goth agejm 
‘ But unto you dar I not lye 
But mighte I fclen or aspyo 7290 


That ye perceyved it no-thing, 

Ye shulde[n] have a stark lesing 
Right in your hond thus, to biginne, 

I nolde it lette for no sinne ’ 

The god lough at the wonder tho, 7295 
And every wight gan laugh e also, 

And seide — ‘ Lo here a man aright 
For to be trusty to every wight ’ ’ 

‘ Fals Semblant,’ quod Love, ‘ sey to me, 
Sith I thus have avaunced thee, 7300 
That in my court is thy dwelling. 

And of ribaudes shalt be my king, 

Wolt thou wel holden my forwardes ? ’ 

F Sern ‘ Ye, sir, from hennes fore- 
wardes , 

Hadde never your fader here-bifom 7305 
Servaunt so trewe, sith he was born ’ 
Amour ‘ That is ayeines al nature ’ 

F Sem ‘ Sir, put you in that aven- 
ture , 

For though ye borowes take of me, 

The sikerer shal ye never be 7310 

For ©stages, ne sikirnesse. 

Or chartres, for to bere witnesse 
I take your-self to record here. 

That men ne may, in no manere, 

Teren the wolf out of his hyde, 7315 
Til he be f flayn, bak and syde. 

Though men him bete and al defyle , 
What ? wene ye that I wole biggie ? 

For I am clothed mekely, 

Ther-under is al my trechery , 7320 

Myn herte chaungeth never the mo 
For noon abit, in which I go 
Though I have chore of simplenesse, 

I am not wery of shrewednesse 
My lemman, Streyned- Abstinence, 7325 
Hath mister of my purveaunc e , 

She hadde ful longe ago be deed, 

Nere my councel and my reed , 

Lcto hir allone, and you and me ’ 

And Lo\e ansverde, ‘ I trust© thee 7330 
Without[o] borowe, for I wol noon ’ 

And Fals-Semblant, tho theef, anoon, 
Right in that like same place. 

That hadde of tresoun al his face 7334 
Right blak withmne, and whyt withoute, 
Thanketh him, gan on his knees loute 
Than was ther nought, but ‘ Every man 
Now to assaut, that sailen can,’ 

Quod Love, ‘ and that ful hardify.’ 
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Than armed they hem communly 7340 
Of sich armour as to hem fel 
"Wdidu they were armed, ters and fel, 
They wente hem forth, alle in a route, 
And setto the castel al ahoute , 

They wil nought away, for no di ede, 7345 
Til it bO ho that they Den dode, 

Oi til they have the castel take 
And foure batels they gan make, 

And jiaited hem in toure anoon, 

And toLe her way, and forth they goon, 
The fouio gates tor to assaile, 7351 

Ot wlnche the kepers wol not fade , 

For they hen neither s^dio ne dede, 
lint hai dy folk, and strongo in dede 
Now wole I scyn the eountenaunco 7355 
Ot Fals bemhlant, and Ahstinaunce, 

That hen to Wikkid Tongo went 
But hist they heldo her i)arlcment, 

W hether it to done were 

To maken hem be knowon there, 7360 

Or ellcs walkon foith disgyscd 

But at the 1 isto they devysed, 

Tint they void goon in tapinage, 

As it weie in a pdgi image, 

Ljk good and holy lolk unfejmed 7365 
And Daino Ahstincnec-Strcy ned 
Took on a lohe ot camel yne, 

And gan hir 'j gi iithe as a Begyne 
A laigo cov 01 duet ot thredo 
bhe wrapped al ahoute hir hede, 7370 
But sho toigat not hii sautei 0 , 

A iieire of hedes cek she heie 
k poll a lace, al ot wliyt tin ode, 

On \vliieli that bhe hii hedes heOe , 

But she ne houglito hem never a del, 7375 
Foi they wore geven her, I wot wel, 

God wot, of a ful holy fiero, 

That scide he was hii tadei dere, 

To whom she haddo otter went 

Than any trero ol his covent 7380 

And he \ isy ted hu also. 

And many a sormoun seido hir to , 

Ho nolde lette, tor man on Ij > 0, 

That he ne wolde hir otte shryveu 
And with so gret dovocion 7385 

Thej made[n] her contcssion, 

That they had otto, for the nones. 

Two hedes in one hood at ones 
Of tair shape I fdevyse her thee, 

But pale of face somtyme was she , 7390 


That false traitouresse untrewe 
Was lyk that salowe hors of hewe, 

That in the Apocalips is shewed, 

That signifyeth f-tho folk heshrewed, 
That been al ful ot trechcrye, 7395 

And pale, thurgh hypocrisyo , 

For on that hois no colour is, 

But only deed and pale, y-wis 
Of suche a colour enlangoured 
Was Abstinence, y-wis, colouied , 7400 

Of her estat she her repented, 

As her visage represented 

She had a hurdonn al of Tliefte, 

That Gyle had yeve her of his yotte , 

And a scrippe of Famte Bistresse, 7405 
That fui was of elengenesse, 

And forth she w alked sohrely 

And False-Semhlant saynt, te lous di/, 

fHad, as it weie for such misteie, 

I)on on the cope of a freie, 7410 

With chore simple, and ful pitous , 

His looking was not disdcinous, 

Ko proud, but meko and ful pesible 
About his nekko ho bar a biblo, 

And bquieily forth gan ho gon , 7415 

And, for to resto his limmes upon, 

Ho had of Treson a potento , 

As he wore fehle, his way he wento 
But in his sieve ho gan to thiuigo 
A rasour shaip, and wel hytinge, 7420 
That was forged in a forgo, 

WTiich that men clepcn Coupe-gorge 
So longo forth liii way they nomen, 

Til they to W lekod-Tonge eomen, 

That at his gate was sitting, 7425 

And saw lolk in the way passmg 
Tlio pilgiimes saw he fasto by, 

That heien hem ful mekely, 

And fhumhlely they with him mette 
Dame Abstinence first him gretto, 7430 
And sith him Falso-Semblant salued, 

*\nd liG hem , hut he not fiemued, 

For he no drodde hem not a-del 
For when he saw hir faces wel, 

Alway 111 herte him thoughto so, 7435 
Ho shuldo knowo hem bothe two , 

For wel he knew Dame Ahstinaunce, 

But ho ne krow not Constreynaunce 
Ho knew nat that she was constrayned, 
Ne of her theves Hfo fevned, 714 ^ 

But wende she com of wil al free , 
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But sho com m another degiee , 

And if of good wil she began, 

That wil -was failed her [as] than 
And Pals-Semblant had he seyn als 
But ho knew nat that he wiis tals 7446 
Yet fals was he, but Ins falsnosse 
Ne coudo he not espj^e, nor gesse , 

Por Seniblant was so slye wronglit, 

That falsnesse he ne espyed nought 7450 
But haddcst thou knowcn him betorii, 
Thou woldtst on a boke have sworn, 
AVhan thou him saugh in tlnlko aiay 
That ho, that whvlom was so gay, 

And of the daunce Joly Robin, 74‘;‘> 

Was tho become a J acobin 
But sot holy, what so men him calle, 
Frere[s] Prechours been good men alle , 
Hir order wickedly they beren, 

Suche minstrelles if [that] they weren 
So been Augustins and Cordileres, 7461 
And Carmes, and eek Sakked Freres, 
And alio freres, shod do and bare, 

(Though some ot hem ben grete and 
square) 

Fal holy men, as I hem deme , 7465 

Everich of hem wolde good man seme 
But shalt thou never <yf apparence 
Seen conclude good consequence 
In none argument, y-wis, 

If existence al failed is 7470 

For men may find© alway sophyme 
The consequence to envenyme, 

Who-so that fhath the subteltee 
The double sentence for to see 

Whan the pilgrymes commen were 7475 
To Wicked-Tonge, that dwelled there, 

Hir hameis nigh hem was algate , 

By Wicked-Tonge adoun they sate, 

That bad hem ner him for to come. 

And of tydmges telle him some, 7480 
And sayde hem — W’hat cas maketh 
yow 

To come into this place now ? ’ 

‘ Sir,’ seyde Strained- Abertinaunce, 

‘ We, for to drye our penaunce, 

With hertes pitous and devoute, 7485 
Are commcn, as pilgnmes gon aboute , 
Wei nigh on fote alway we go , 

Ful ^dusty been our heles two , 

And thus bothe we ben sent 
Thurghout this world that is miswent, 


To yeve ensample, and iireche also 7491 
To fisshen sintul men we go. 

For other iisshing ne hsshe we 
And, sir, for that charitee. 

As we bo wont, herborwe wo crave, 7495 
Your lyt to amende , Ciist it Ba\o ' 

And, so it shulde you nat displese. 

We wolden, if it were your ese, 

A short sermoun unto you seyn 
And Wikked-Tonge auswerde ageyn, 

‘ The hous,’ quod he, ‘ such as ye see, 7501 
Shal nat be warned you lor me, 
bey what you list, and I wol here ’ 

‘ Oraunt merc> , swete sire dere ’ ’ 

Quod alderfirst Dame Abstinent e, 7505 
And thus began she hir sentence 

Comt Abstinence ‘ fen, the liist vertu© 
certeyr , 

The gretest, and most sovereyn 
That may bo foiinde in any m in, 

For having, or lor wit he can, 7510 

That IS, his tonge to refreyne , 

Therto ought every wight him peyne 

For it IS better stille be 

Than for to spoken harm, pardee ’ 

And he that herkeneth it gladly, 7515 
He IS no good man, sikerly 
And, sir, aboven al other sinne. 

In that art thou most gilty inno 
Thou spake a jape not long ago, 

(And, sir, that was right yvel do) 7520 
Of a yong man that here repaired, 

And never yet this place apaired 
Thou seydest he awaited nothing 
But to disceyve Fair-Welcoming 
Y© seyde nothing sooth of that , 7525 

But, sir, ye lye , I tell you plat , 

He ne cometh no more, ne goth, pardee ! 

I trow y© shal him never see 
Fair- Welcoming in prison is. 

That ofte hath pleyed with you, er tins, 
The fairest games that he coude, 7531 
Without© filthe, stille or loude , 

Now dar ■fhe nat himself solace 
Ye ban also the man do chaoe, 

That he dar neither come ne go 7535 
What mevetli you to hat© him so 
But properly your wikked thought. 

That many a fals lesing hath thought ? 
That meveth your foole eloquence, 

That jangleth ever in audience, * 7540 
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And on the folk areyseth blame, 

And doth hem dishonour and shame, 

For thing that may have no preving, 

But lyklinesso, and contriving 

For I dar sovn, that Epson demoth, 7545 

It IS not al sooth thing that semcth 

And it IS smne to controve 

Thing that is [for] to reprove , 

This wot ye wel , and, sir, therefore 
Ye arn to blame [wel] the more 7‘55o 
And, nathelesse, he rekketh l>te , 

He veveth nat now thereof a myte , 

For it he thoughto harm, parfay. 

He wolde come and gon al day , 

Ho coudo hiin-selfe nat abstene 755S 

Now cometh he nat, and that is sene. 

For he ne taketh of it no cure, 

But-if it be through aventurp, 

And lasse than other folk, algate 

And thou here watchest at the gate, 7560 

With spero in thyne arest alway , 

There niuso, musard, al the day 

Tliou wakes t night and day for thought , 

Y-wis, thy traveyl is for nought 

And Jelousye, withouten fade, 7S65 

Shal ne-v^r quyto thee thy travade 

And scathe is, tliat Fair- Welcoming, 

Without[enJ any trespassing, 

Shal wrongfully in prison be, 

Ther wopcth and languissheth ho 7S70 
And though thou never 'vot, y wis, 
Agiltest man no more but this, 

(Take not a-gpreef ) it were worthy 
To putto thee out of this bady, 

And aftorvs ard in prison 1 ^ e, 

And fettre thee til that thou d\e , 

For thou shalt for this sinno dwelle 
Eight in the devils ers of helle, 

But-if that thou ropente thoo ’ 7^79 

‘ Ma fay, thou lyest falsly ’ ’ quoel he 
* What ? welcome with mischaunce now ' 
Have I therfore herbered you 
To seye me shame, and eek reprove ? 
With sory happo, to your bihove. 

Am I to-day y our herbergere ’ 7585 

Go, lierber you elleswhere than here. 
That han a Iyer called me ’ 

Two tregetours art thou and ho. 

That in myn hous do me this shame. 

And for my soth-sawe ye me blame 7S90 
Is this the sermoun that ye make ? 


To alle the deveUes I mo take, 

Or ellcs, god, thou me confounde 
But er men diden this castel founde, 

It posseth not ten dayes or twelve, 7595 
But it was told right to my-selve, 

And as they seide, right so tolde I, 

He kisto the Eose privily ’ 

Thus seide I now, and have seid yore , 

I not wher ho dide any more 7600 

Why shuldo men scy me such a thing. 

If it hadde been gabbing? 

Eight so seide I, and wol seye yit , 

I trowe, I lyed not of it , 

And with my hemes I wol blowe 7605 
To alle neighboris a-rowe. 

How he hath bothe comen and gon ’ 

Tho spak Fals-Semblant right anon, 

‘ Al IS not gospel, out of doute, 

That men seyn in the toune abouto , 7610 
Ley no deef ere to my spekmg , 

I swere yow, sir, it is gabbing ’ 

I trowe ye wot wel certeynly, 

That no man lovoth him tenderly 
That seith him harm, if he wot it, 7615 
Al be he never so pore of wit 
And sooth is also sikorly 
(This knowe ye, sir, as wel as I\ 

Tliat lovers gladly wol Msyten 
Tlie places ther lur loves liab;>’ten 762a 
This man you loveth and eok hononreth , 
This man to servo >011 lahoureth , 

And clepeth >011 his freend so dere. 

And this man maketh you good chore, 
And every-whei that [he] yon meteth. 

He you saloweth, and he y on greteth 7626 
He preseth not so ofte, that ^ o 
Ought of his come oiicombied bo , 

Ther presen other folk on yow 
Ful ofter than [that] he doth now 7630 
And if his herte him strejned so 
Unto the Eose for to go, 

Yo shulde him seen so ofte nede. 

That ye shulde take him with the dede 
He coude his coming not forbere, 7635 
Though ye him thiiUed with a speie , 

It nere not thanne as it is now 
But trusteth wel, I swere it yow. 

That it is cleno out of his thought 
Sir, certes, he ne thenketh it nought 
No more ne doth Fair- Welcoming, 7641 
That sore abyeth al this thing 
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And if they were of oon assent, 

Fill sone were the Rose hent , 

The mau^e youres wolde he 764 s 

And sir, of o thing herkeneth me — 

Sith ye this man, that loveth yow, 

Han seid such harm and shame now, 
Witeth wel, if he gessed it. 

Ye may wel demon in your wit, y 6 ‘;o 
He nolde no-thmg love you so, 

Ne callen you his freend also, 

But night and day he f wolde wake. 

The castel to destroye and take. 

If it were sooth as e dovysc , 76'?^; 

Or som man in som maner vyse 
Might it warne him e\ervdel, 

Or by him-self perceyvcn wel , 

For sith he might not come and gon 
As he was vhylom wont to don, 7660 
He might it son© wite and sec , 

But now al other-wyse f doth ha 
Than have ■fye, sir, al-outerly 
Deserved helle, and jolyly 
The deth of hello, douteles, 7665 

That thrallen folk so gilteles ’ 
Fals-Semblant proveth so this thing 
That he can noon answering. 

And seeth alwey such apparaunce, 

That nygh he fel in repentaunce, 7670 
And seide him — ‘ Sir, it may wel be 


Semblant, a good man semen ye , 

And, Abstinence, ful wyse ye seme , 

Of o talent you bothe I dome 7674 

Wliat counceil wole ye to me yeven ? ’ 

F Sem ‘ Right here anoon thou shalt 
be shriven. 

And sey thy sinne withoute more , 

Of this shalt thou repento sore , 

For I am preest, and have pousteo 
To shryve folk of most digniteo 7680 
That been, as wyde as world msy dure 
Of al this world I ha\e the cur( , 

And that had never yit persoun. 

No \ic'irie of no manor toun 

And, god wot, I have of thee 76S5 

A thousand tymes more pitee 

Than hath thy preest parochial. 

Though he thy freend be spccirl 
I have avauntage, in o w\Ne, 

That your prelates ben not so wyse 7690 
Ne half so lottred as am T 
I am licenced boldcly 
In divinitee to rede, 

And to confessen, out of drede 
If ye wol j^ou now confesse, 7605 

And leve your sinnes more and lesse, 
Without abood, knele donn anon, 

And you shal have absolucion ’ 7698 


Explicit 
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ALMiainr and al nieiciable quene, j 

To whom that al tins world ticeth foi | 

BOCOTir^ 

To ha\e relecs of sinne, sorwe and tene, 
Glorious \irginG, ot alle floures flour, 

To thee I flee, confounded in errour » ^ I 

Help and roleve, thou mighty debonaire, ' 
Have mercy on my perilous langour ’ 1 

Venquisshed m’ hath my cruel adversaire j 

Bountee so fix hath in thyn herto his 
tcnte, 

That wel I wot thou wolt my socour be, lo 
Thou canst not warne him that, with 
good entente, 

Axeth thyn help Tliyn herte is ay so free. 
Thou art largesse of pleyn telicitee, 

Haven ot refut, of quiete and of reste 
Lo, how that theves seven chasen me ’ i e; 
Help, lady bright, er that my ship to- 
bieste ’ 

Comfort is noon, but in yow, lady dere , 
Tor lo, my sinne and my confusioun, 
Which oughten not in thy presence ap- 
pere, 

Han take on me a grevous accioun 30 
Of verrey right and desperacioun , 

And, as by right, they mighten wel sus- 
tene 

That I were worthy my dampnacioun, 
Here mercy of you, blisful hevene quene 


Douto IS ther noon, thou queen of miseri- 
corde, 25 

That thou n’art cause of grace and mercy 
here , 

God vouched sauf thurgh thee with us 
t’acorde 

For certes, Cnstes blisful moder dere, 
Were now the bowe bent in ich manere, 
As it was first, ot justice and of yre, 30 
Hie rightful God noldo of no mercy here, 
But thurgh thee han we giace, as we 
desjio 

Ever hath myn hope of refut been in thee, 
For heer-bifoi n ful olte, in many a wyse. 
Hast thou to misericorde receyved me 35 
But mercy, lady, at the grete assj se. 
Whan we shul come biforo the hye jus- 
tyso ’ 

So litel fruit shal thanne in me be founde, 
That, but thou er that day me 'f'wel 
chastyse, 

Of 'verrey right my work me wol con- 
founde 40 

Fleeing, I flee for socour to thy tente 
Me for to hyde from tempest ful of drede, 
Bisechmg y ou tliat ye you not absente, 
Though I be wikke 0 help yit at this nede ♦ 
Al have I been a beste in wille and dede, 
Yit, lady, thou me clothe with thy grace 
Thyn enemy and myn (lady, tak hede) 47 
Un-to my deeth in poynt is me to ohaoe. 
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Glorious mayde and moder, which that 
never 

Were bitter, neither in erthc nor in see, *j<) 
But ful of swetnesso and of mercy ever, 
Help that my fader be not 'WToth with me ’ 
Spok thou, for I ne dar not him y-see 
So have I doon in erthe, alias ther-Vrhyle ’ 
That certes, but-if thou my socour be, S') 
To stink eterne ho wol my gost exyle 

He vouched sauf, tel him, as was his wille, 
Bicome a man, to have our alliaunco. 
And with his precious blood he wroot the 
bille 

Up-on the crois, as general acquitaunce. 
To e\ery penitent in fnl ereaunce , 6r 
And theifor, lady bright, thou for us 
praye 

Than shalt thou bothe stinte al Ins grev- 
aunce, 

And make our foo to fallen of his praye 

I wot it wel, thou wolt ben our socour, 65 
Thou art so ful of bount< c, in certeyn 
For, whan a sorde fallcth 111 errour. 

Thy pitee goth and lialeth him ayeyn 
Than makest thou his pees with his 
sovereyn. 

And bringest him out of the crooked 
strete 70 

Who-so thee loveth ho shal not love in 
veyn, 

That shal he finde, as he the lyf shal lete 

Kalenderes enlumined ben they 
That in this world ben lighted with thy 
name, 

And who-so goth to you the righte wey, 75 
Him thar not drede i» soule to be lame 
Now, queen of comfort, sith thou art that 
same 

To whom I seche for my medicyne, 

Lat not my foo no more my wounde en- 
tame, 

Mya hel© in-to thyn hand al I resigne 80 

Lady, thy sorwe can I not portreye 
Under the cros, ne his grevous penaunce 
But, for your liothes peynes, I you preye, 
Lat not our alder foo make his bobaunce. 
That h© hath in his listes of mischaunce 85 
Convict that ye bothe have bought so 
dere. 


As I seide erst, thou ground of our sub- 
staunce, 

Continue on us thy pitous ej en clere ' 

Moises, that saugh the hush with flaumes 
rede 

Brcnninge, of which ther never a stikke 
hrende, 

Was signe of tliyn unwemmod maidcn- 
hede 

Thou art the hush on which ther gan 
descende 

Iho Holy Oost, the which that Moises 
wendo 

Had ben a f\r , and this was in figure 
Now lady, from the fyi thou us dc fende o'? 
Which that in holle eternally shal dure 

Hohlo pnneesso, that never haddest pere, 
Certes, if any comfoifc in us be, 

That cometh of thee, thou Cristes moder 
dero, 

Wc hail non other melody 0 or glee icxi 
Us to rejoyse in our ad\ersitee, 

N’ advocat noon that v ol and dar so preye 
For us, and that for litel hyro as ye, 

That hclpen for an Avo-Marie or tweve. 

O verrey light of eyen that hen blinde, 105 
O verrey lust of labour and distresse, 

O tresorere of bomitee to maiakinde, 

Thee whom God chees to moder for 
humhlesso ' 

From his ancilie he made thee maistresse 
Of hevene and erthe, our hille up for to 
bede 1 10 

This world awaiteth ever on thy good- 
nesse. 

For thou ne failest never wight at nede 

Purpos I have sum tyme for t’enquere, 
Wherfore and why the Holy Gost thee 
soughte. 

Whan Gahriellesvois cam to thyn ere 115 
He not to werre us swich a wonder 
wroughte, 

But for to save us that he sithen houghte. 
Than nedeth us no wepen us for to save, 
But only ther we did not, as us oughto, 
Do penitence, and mercy axe and have 1 20 

Queen of comfort, yit whan I me bithink 
That 1 agilt have bothe, him aiv^ thee, 
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And that my sonle is worthy for to smke, Of Paradys, thon me wisse and counsaUe, 
Allas, I, caitif, winder may I flee ? How I may have thy grace and thy soconr , 

Who shal un-to thy sone my mene be? la*; A 1 have I been in hlthe and in erronr 
Who, but thy-self, that art of pitee welle ? lady, un-to that court thou me ajoume 
Thou hast more reuthe on our adversitoe That cleped is thy bench, O fresshe flour * 
Than in this woild mightc any tunge telle Ther-as that mercy ever shal sojoume i6o 

Bedresse me, moder, and mo chastyse, Xristus, thy gone, that in this world 
For, certeynly, my fadres chastismge 130 ahghte. 

That dar I nought abydcn in no wyse Up-on the cros to suffre his passioun, 

So hidous is his rightful rehoninge And feck, that Longius his herto pighte, 

Moder, of whom our mercy gan to springe. And made his horte blood to xenno adoun , 
Beth 5 0 my juge and eek my soules lechc , And al was tins for my salvacioun , 165 

For ever in you is pitee hahoundinge 135 And I to him am fals and eek unkinde, 

To ech tliat wol of piteo you hiseche And yit he wol not my dampnacioiin — 

Both IS, that God ne graunteth no pitoe This thanke I > ou, soconr of al mankinde 

With-onte thee , for God, of lua goodnesse, certeyn, 

Foryiveth noon, hnt it lyke nn-to thee tei-tortli his fadcrwolde obeyo i^> 

He hath thee maked vicaire and mais- That him ne rough teno-thing to be slayn, 

’"I® Kight so thy sono list, as a lamh, to deye 
Of al the world, and eek govemeresse n<iw lady, Inl ol mere j , I y ou preye, 

Of herene, and he icprossith Ins jnstyse gith he his mercy nieaured so large, 

After thy wille, and therefore in witncsse 
He lixth thee eroiinecl in so ryal wyse 

Temple devout, thcr god hath Ins won- 
inge, i4‘; 

Fro which these misbile\ed pryved been. 

To you my soulo penitent 1 bnnge 
Recejwe me ’ I can no fertber floen ' 

With thornes venimous, O hevene queen. 

For which the ertlio acursod was ful yore, 

I am so wounded, as ye may wel seen, i 
That I am lost almost , — it smert so sore 

Virgine that art so noble of apparaile, 

And ledest us in-to the hye tour 154 

Expltctt carmen 


II THE COMPLEYNTE UNTO PITE 

PiTE, that I have sought so yore ago, And when that I, by lengthe of certeyn 

With herte sore, and ful of besy peyne, yeres, 

That in this world was never wight so wo Had ever in oon a tyme sought to Speke, 
With-oute dethe , and, if I shal not feyne, To Pite ran I, al bespreynt with teres, 10 
My purpos was, to Pite to oompleyne 5 To preyen hir on Crueltee m’ awreke. 
Upon the crueltee and tirannye But, er I might with any worde out- 

Of Ijove, that for my trouthe doth me dye breke, 


Be ve not skant , for alle we singe and 

seye 175 

That ye ben fiom vongoaunce ay our targe 

Zacharie you clepoth the open welle 
To wasshe sinful soule out of his gilt 
Therfore this Icssoun oughte I wel to telle 
That, nero thy tender herte, we weren 
spilt 180 

Now lady bright 0, sitli thou canst and wilt 
Bon to the seed of Adam morciable. 

So bring us to that palais that is hilt 
To penitents that hen to mercy able. 

Amen, 184 
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Or tellen any of my peynes smerte, 

I fond hir deed, and buried in an lierte 

Adonn I fel, when that I saugli the herse, 
Deed as a stoon, ■wh3d that the swogh mo 
laste , 1 6 

But up I roos, with colour ful diverse, 
And pitously on hir myn yen caste, 

And ner the corps I gan to presen faste. 
And for the soule I shoop me for to 
preye , 20 

I 'j-nas hut lorn , ther fnas no more to 
seye 

Thus am I slayn, sith that Pito is deed , 
Allas ’ that day ' that ever hit shulde 
falle » 

Wliat maner man dar now holde up his 
heed? 

To whom shal any sorwful herte calle ? 2^ 
Now Crueltee hath cast to sleen us alio, 
In ydel hope, folk redelees of pevne — 
Sith she IS deed — to -nv horn shul wo com- 
pleyne ? 

But yet encreseth me this ■wonder newe. 
That no -waght woot that she is deed, but I , 
So many men as in hir tyme hir kne'wo. 
And yet she dyed not so sodeynly , 32 

For I have sought hir ever ful besily 
Sith first I hadde wit or mannes minde , 
But she was deed, er that I coude hir 
finde 35 

Aboute hir herse ther stoden lustily, 
Withouten any wo, as though te me, 
Bountee parfit, wel armed and richely. 
And fresshe Beautee, Lust, and Jolitee, 
Assured Maner, Youthe, and Honestee, 40 
Wisdom, Estaat, [and] Dreed, and Go- 
vemaunce, 

Confedred bothe by bonde and alliaunce 

A compleynt hadde I, •wxiten, in myn 
hond, 

For to have put to Pite as a bille, 

But whan I al this companye ther fond, 
That rather wolden al my cause spille 46 
Than do me help, I held my pleynte stille , 
For to that folk, ■withouten any fade, 
Withoute Pite may no biUe availo 

Then leve I al thise virtues, sauf Pite, 50 
Kepmg the corps, as ye have herd me soyn, 


Confedred alle by bonde of Crueltee, 

And been assented that I shal bo sleyn 
And I have put my compleynt up ageyn , 
For to my foos my bille I dar not shewe, 
Thetfect of which seith thus, in wordes 
fewe — 56 

The Bille 

‘ Humblest of herte, hyest of roverence, 
Benigne flour, corouno of vertues alle, 
Sheweth unto jnur rial excellence 
Your servaunt, if I diirste me so calle, 60 
His mortal harm, in which ho is y -falle. 
And noght al only for his evel fare, 

But foi your ronoun, as he shal declare 

‘ Hit stondeth thus your contraire, 
Crueltee, 

Allyed is ageynst your rogalye 65 

Under colour of -womanly Beautee, 

For men [no] shuld not knowo hir 
tirannyc, 

With Bountee, Gentilesso, and Curtes\e, 
And hath dopr’Tved y ou now ot your place 
Tliat hight “Beautee, ajieitenant to 
Grace ” 70 

‘ For kindly, by your heritage right, 

Yo been annexed ever unto Bountee , 
And verrayly yo oughte do your might 
To helpe Trouthe in his adversitee 
Ye been also the corouno of Beautee , 75 
And certes, if ye wanten in thise tweyne, 
The world is loro , ther fms no more to 
seyne 

*1 ‘ Eek what availeth Maner and Gon- 
tilesse 

Withoute you, benigne creature ? 

Shal Crueltee be your govemeresse ? 80 

Allas ’ what herte may hit longe endure ? 
Wherfor, but ye the rather take cure 
To breke that perilous alliaunce. 

Ye sleen hem that ben in your obeisaunce 

‘ And further over, if ye suffre this, 85 
Your renoun is fordo than in a throwe , 
Ther shal no man wite wel what Pite is 
Allas ^ that your renoun shuld be so lowe ’ 
Ye be than fro your heritage y-throwe 
By Crueltee, that occupieth your place , 90 
And we despeired, that seken to youi 
grace 
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‘ Have mercy on me, thou Heronus queue, 
That you have sought so tenderly and 
yore , 

Let somstreem of your light on me he sene 
That love and drodo you, ay lenger the 
more 9^ 

For, sothly for to sf yne, I here the sore. 
And, though I he not cunning for to 
pleyne, 

Foi goddes love, have mercy on my peyne ’ 

IT ‘ My peyne is this, that hat so I desire | 
That have I not, ne no thing lyk therto , 
And ever set Desire mjn herto on fire , 

Eek on that other syde, wher so I go, 102 
What manor thing that may encrese wo 
That have I rody, unsoght, everywhere , 
Me [no] lakketh but my doth, and than 
my here 105 1 


‘ What nedeth to shewe parcel of my 
peyne ? 

Sith every wo that herte may bethinke 
I suffre, and yet I dar not to you pleyne , 
For wel I woot, al-though I wake or 
wmke, 

Ye rekke not whether I flete or smke 110 
But natheles, my trouthe I shal sustene 
Lnto my decth, and that shal wel be 
sene 

‘ This is to seyne, I wol be yourcs ever , 
Though ye me slee bv Crueltee, your fo, 
\lgate my spirit shal never dissever 115 
Fro your serv^se, for an> peyne or wo 
Sith ye bo deed — alias ’ that hit is so ’ — 
Ihus for your deth I maj wel wepe and 
jdevme 118 

With herte sore and ful of besy peyne ’ 


Here emleth Vie exclamacion of the Deth of Pijte 


III THE BOOK OF THE DUCHESSE 


The Proem 

I ^A^ r grot wonder, by this lighte, 

How that I live, for day no night e 
I may nat slepe wel nigh noght , 

I have so many an ydel thoght 
Purely for defaute of slope, S 

That, by my trouthe, I take fkepo 
Of no-thing, how hit cometh or goth, 

Ne me nis no-thing Icef nor loth 

A 1 18 y-liche good to mo - 

Toye or sorowe, wherao hit be — 10 

For I have feling in no-tlnng. 

But, os it were, a mased thing, 

Alway in point to fallo a-douii , 

For “I sory imaginacioun 
Is alway hooUy in my mmde i «> 

And wel yo woot, agaynes kinde 
Hit wore to liven in this wyso , 

For nature wolde nat suffyse 
To noon erthely creature 
Not longe tyme to endure 


Withouto slepe, and be[en] in sorwe , 

And I ne ma> , ne night ne morwe, 

Slepe, and ftlius inelancolye. 

And dreed I have for to dye, 

Defaute of slepe, and ho\ incsso 25 

Hath sle\ n my spirit of quiknesse, 

That I have lost al lustihede 
Suche fantasyes ben in myn hede 
So I not what is best to do 

But men mighte axe me, why so 30 
I may not slepe, and what mo is? 

But natheles, who asko this 

T^seth his asking trowoly 

My-selven can not tello why 

The sooth , but trewely, as I gesse, 35 

I holde hit bo a siknesse 

That I have suffred this eight v ere. 

And yet my bote is never the nere , 

For ther is phisicion but oon, 

That may mo hele , but that is doom 40 
Posse we over until eft , 

That wil not be, moot nede be left , 


30 
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Our first matere is good to kepe 
So whan I saw I might not slepe, 

Til now late, this other night, 45 

Upon my bedde I sat npright, 

And bad oon reche me a book, 

A romaunce, and he hit mo took 
To rede and dryve the niglit away , 

For me thoghte it better play 
Then playe[nj either at chesse or tables 
And in this hoke were wnten fables 
That clerkes hadde, in olde tyme. 

And other poets, put in ryme 
To rede, and for to be in minde 55 

Whyl men loved the lawe of kin do 
This book no spak but of such thmges. 

Of qnenes lyves, and of kinges, 

And man;^ othere thmges smale 
Amonge al this I fond a tale 60 

That me thoughte a wonder thing 
This was the tale Ther was a king 
That highte Seys, and hadde a wyf. 

The beste that mighto here lyf , 

And this quene highte Alcyone 65 

So hit betel, theratter sone, 

This king wolde wenden over see 
To tellen shortly, whan that he 
Was m the see, thus in this wyse, 

Soche a tempest gan to ryse 70 

That brak hir mast, and made it falle. 
And clefte hir ship, and drcinte hem alle. 
That never was founden, as it telles, 

Bord no man, ne nothing elles 
Right thus this king Seys loste his lyf 75 
Now 'f-for to speken of his wyf — 

This lady, that was left at home. 

Hath wonder, that the king ne come 
Hoorn, for hit was a longc terme 
Anon her herte fgan to ermo , 80 

And for that hir thoughte o^ ermo 
Hit was not wel flie dwelte so, 

She longed so after the king 
That certes, hit were a pitous thing 
To telle hir hertoly sorwful lyf 85 

That fhadde, alas ’ this noble wyf, 

For him she loved alderbest 
Anon she sente bothe eest and west 
To seke him, but they founde nought 
‘ Alas ’ ’ quoth slio, ‘ that I was wrought ^ 
And wher my lord, my love, be deed ? 91 
Certes, I ml never ete breed, 

1 make a-yowe to my god here, 1 


But I mowe of my lorde here ’ ’ 

Such sorwe this lady to her took 9' 
That trewely I, which made this book, 
Had swich pite and swicli lowthe 
To redo hir sorwe, that, by my trowthe, 
I ferdo the worse al the morwo 
After, to thenken on her sorw e loc 

So whan fshe coude hoie no word 
That no man mighto finde hir lord, 

Fill oft she swouned, and seide ‘ alas ’ ' 
For sorwe ful nigh wood she was, 

Ne she coude no reed but oon , io« 

But doun on knees she sat anoon, 

And 'I'weep, that pite was to here 
* A ’ mercy ’ swete lady dere ’ ’ 

Quod she to Juno, hir goddesse , 

‘ Help me out of this distresse, iic 

And yeve me grace my lord to see 
Sone, or wite wher so he he, 

Or how he fareth, or in what wyse, 

And I shal make you saciifvse, 

And hoolly youres become I shal ii' 
With good wil, body, herto, and al , 

And but thou wilt this, lady swete, 

Send me grace to slepe, and mete 
In my slepe som certejn sweven, 
Wher-through that I may knowen even 
Whether my lord be qiiik or deed ’ 121 

With that word she heng doun the heed 
And fil a-swown as cold as ston , 

Hir women caughte her up anon, 

And broghton hir in bed al naked, 1 2 e 
And she, forweped and forwaked, 

Was wery, and thus the dede sleep 
Fil on hei, or she toke keep, 

Through Juno, that had herd hn bone, 
That made hir [for] to slepe sone , 13c 

For as she prayde, 'j'so was don, 

In dedo , for Juno, right anon, 

Called thus her messagore 
To do her erande, and he com nere 
Whan he was come, she had him thus 13* 
‘ Go bet,’ quod Juno, ‘ to Morpheus, 

Thou knowest him wel, the god of sleep , 
Now understond wel, and tak keep 
Sey thus on my halfe, that he 
Go faste into the grerte see, 140 

And bid him that, on alle thing. 

He take up Seys body the king, 

That lyth ful pale and no-thing rody 
Bid him crepe into the body, ^ 
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And do it goon to Alcyono 145 

The qnene, ther she lytli alone, 

And shewe liir shortly, hit is no nay, 
How hit was di eynt this other day , 

And do the body spelve f so 

Right as hit was wont to do, 150 

The whyk s that hit was on lyve 

Go now faste, and hy thee blyve ’ ’ 

This mebsager took levc and wente 
Upon his wey, and never no stente 
Til he com to the derke yaleye 
That slant In twone roc hes tweye, 

The r never yet grov com ne gras, 

No tree, no f nothing that cnight was, 
Besto, no man, ne ^nothing tiles, 

Save ther were a fewe welks 160 

Came renning fro the cliffes adoun. 

That made a deedly sloping soiin, 

And ronnen donn right b> a c ivo 
That was under a rokke y-grave 
Amid the valo'v, wonder dope 165 

Ther thise goddes laye and slepe, 
Morpheus, and Eclympasteyre, 

That was the god of sleiies heyre, 

That slope and did non other werk 
This cave was also as derk 170 

As helle pit over-al aboute , 

They had good loyser for to route 
To envye, who might slepe beste , 

Some henge hir chin upon hir breste 
And fslepe upright, hir hoed y-hed, 175 
And some lRy[e] naked m hir bed, 

And slepe whyles the dayes laste 
This messager com flying faste. 

And cryecl, ‘ O ho ’ awak anon ’ ’ 179 

Hit was for noght , ther lierde him non 
* Awak ’ ’ quod he, ‘ who is, lyth there ? ’ 
And blew his horn right in hir ere. 

And cryed ‘ aw aketli ’ ’ wonder hy6 
This god of slepe, with his oon yS 
Cast up, faxed, ‘ who clepeth there?’ 185 
‘ Hit am I,’ quod this messagere , 

‘ Tuno bad tliou shuldest goon ’ — 

And tolde him what he shulde doon 
As I have told yow hero-tofore , 

Hit IS no need rebel se hit more , 190 

And wente his wey, whan ho had sayd. 
Anon this god of slepe a-brayd 
Out of his slepe, and gan to goon, 

And did as he had bede him doon , 

Took up the dreynte body sone, 195 


And bar hit forth to Alcyone, 

His wyf the quene, ther-as she lay. 

Right even a quarter before day. 

And stood right at hir beddes fete. 

And called bir, right as she hete, 200 
By name, and seyde, ‘ my swete wyf, 
Awak ’ let be your sorwful lyt ’ 
bor in your sorwe ther lyth no reed , 

For certes, swete, I f nam but deed , 

Ye shul me never on lyve y-see 205 

But good swete liei te, [look] that ye 
Bury my body, fat whiche a tyde 
Ye mowe hit finde the see besyde , 

And far wel, swete, my worldes blisse * 

T prav e god your sorwe lisse , 210 

To life I vvliyl our blisse lasteth ’ ’ 

With that hir eyen up she emsteth. 

And saw noght , ‘ A ’ ’ quod she, ‘ for 
sorwe ’ ’ 

And deyed within the thridde morwe 
But what she sa>de more in that swow 
I may not telle yow as now, 216 

Hit were to longe for to dwelle , 

My first matere I wil yow telle, 

Wlierfor I have told this thing 
Of Alcione and Seys the king 220 

For thus moche dar I say[e] wel, 

I had bo dolven overydel, 

And deed, right through defaute of sleep, 
If I nad red and takG[n] keep 
Of this tale next before 225 

And I wol telle yow wherfore , 

For I ne might, for bote ne bale, 

Slepe, or I had red tins tale 
Of this dreynte Seys the king, 

And of the goddes of sloping 230 

Whan I had led this tale wel. 

And over-loked hit ev erydel, 

Me though te wonder if hit were so , 

For I had never herd speke, or tho, 

Of no goddes that coude make 235 

Men [for] to slepe, ne for to wake , 

For I ne knew never god but oon. 

And in my game I sayde anoon — 

And yet me list right evel to pleye — 

‘ Rather then that I shulde deye 240 
Through defaute of sloping thus, 

I wolde yive thilke Morpheus, 

Or his goddesse, dame Juno, 

Or som wight elles, I no roghte who — 

To make me slepe and have som reste — 
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I ml yive him the alder-beste 246 

Yift that ever he abood his ly ve, 

And hero on warde, light now, as blyve , 
If he wol make me slepe a lyte, 

Of downe ol pure dowves wli^ te 
I wil yive him 1 letliei-bed, 

Hayed with goldo, and right wel cled 
In fyn blik satin doutremerc, 

And many a pilow, and e\ ery bore 
Of clothe of Eej^nos, to slope sotte , 2S=> 

Him thar not node to turnen ofte 
And I wol 5 ive him al that fallcs 
To a chambre , and al his hallos 
I wol do peynte with i)uie goldc, 

And tapite hem ful many tolde 2(x) 

Ot 00 sute , this shal he ha\ e, 

If I wiste wher were his ca\ e, 

If he can make me slepe sone, 

As did the goddesso 'I'Alciono 

And thus this like god, Moi-plieus, 265 

May winne ot me mo fees thus 

Than e\er he wan , and to Juno, 

That IS his goddesse, I shal so do, 

I trow that she shal holde her d ’ 

I hadde imneth that woid y-sa>d 270 
Eight thus as I have told hit y ow, 

That sodeynly, I nisto ho>\ , 

Swich a lust aiioon 1110 took 
To slepe, that right upon my book 
I fil aslepe, and therwith eve 1 275 

Me mette so inly swete a swcven, 

So wonderful, that never yit 
I trovi e no man hadde the w it 
To conne wel my sweven rede , 

No, not Joscijh, withoute dreae, 280 

Of Lgipte, he that icdde so 
The kingos meting Pharao, 

No more than coudo the leste of us , 

Ne nat scarsly Macrobeus, 

(He that wroot al th’avisiouu 285 

That he mette, king Scipioun, 

The noble man, the Afliican — 

Swiche mervayles fortuned than) 

I trowe, a-rede my dremes even 

Lo, thus hit was, this was my swo\ en 290 

The Dream 

Me thoughte thus — that hit was May, 
And in the dawning ther I lay, 

Me mette thus, in my bed al naked — 


*|-I loked forth, for I was waked 
With smale loules a gret hepe, 29 

That had aftrayed mo out ot 'f-slope 
Through noyse and swetnesse ol hir song 
And, as me mette, they sate among, 
Upon my chambre-roof withoute. 

Upon the tyles, 'fal a-boute, 30 

And songen, everich in his ’wyse, 

The inoste solempno serv’^se 
By note, that ever man, I trowe. 

Had herd , for som of hem song lowe, 
Som hje, and al of oon acorde 30 

To telle shortlj’^, at 00 wordc, 

■V\as never y herd so swete a steven. 

But hit had be a thing of hevon , — 

So meiy a soun, so swete entiines, 

That certcs, for the toune of Tcwnes, 31* 
I nolde but I had herd hem singe , 
lor al my chambie gan to ringo 
Through singing of hir armonye 
For instiument nor mclodye 
Was nowher herd yet half so swete, 31 
Noi of acorde half so mete , 

For thcr was noon of hem that feynod 
To singe, for ech of hem him poyned 
To findc out mery crafty notes , 

They no spaied not hir throtes 32^ 

And, sootli to seyn, my chambie was 
Ful wel depeynted, and with glas 
Wero al the windowes wcl y glased, 

Ful clcre, and nat an hole y ciasod, 

That to beholdo hit was gi ot joyc 32 
For hoolly al the stone of Troyo 
Was in the glasing y-wroght thus, 

Of Ector and 'j king Piiamus, 

Of Achilles and 'j Lamedon, 

Of f Medea and of J ason, 3j( 

Of Pans, Elcyno, and Lavyuie 
And [-alio the walles with colours fyne 
Wero poynted, bo the text and glose, 

-j-Of al the Eomaunce of the Rose 
My windowes weren shet echon, 33 
And through the glas the sunne shon 
Upon my bed with bnghte bemos, 

With many glade gilden stremos , 

And eck the wclken was so fair, 

Blew, bright, clere was the air, 34c 

And ful atempre, for sothe, hit was , 

For nother foold nor hoot hit nas, 

Ne in al the welken was a cloude 
And as I lay thus, wonder loude 
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Me thoughte I herde an hunte blowe 345 
T’ assaye his hom, and for to knowe 
Whether hit were clere or hors of soune 
f I herde goinge, up and doune, 

Men, hors, houndes, and other thing , 
And al men speken of hunting, 3So 

How they wolde slee the hert with 
strengthe, 

And how the hert had, upon lengthe, 

So moche embosed, I not now what 
Anon right, whan I herde that, 

How that they wolde on hunting goon, 

I was right glad, and up nnoon , 356 

[I] took my hors, and forth I wente 
Out of my chambre , I never stente 
Til I com to the feld withoute 
Ther overtook I a gret route 360 

Of huntes and eek of foresteres, 

With many relayes and lymeres. 

And hyed hem to the forest faste, 

And I with hem , — so at the laste 
I asked oon, laddo a lymere — 365 

‘ Say, felow, who shal hunte[n] here ? ’ 
Quod I , and he answerde agej^n, 

‘ Sir, th’emperour Ootovien,’ 

Quod he, ‘ and is heer faste by ’ 

‘ A goddes halfe, in good tyme,’ quod I, 

‘ Go we faste ’ ’ and gan to ryde 371 

Whan we came to the forest-syde, 

Every man dide, right anoon, 

As to hunting fil to doon 

The mayster-hunte anoon, fot-hoot, 37'^ 

With a gret homo blew three moot 

At the uncoupling of his houndes 

Within a whyl the hert [y] founde is, 

Y-halowed, and rechased fasto 

Longo tyme , and i-at the laste, 380 

This hert rused and stal away 

Fro alle the houndes a prevy way 

The houndes had overshote hem alle, 

And were on a dofaute y-falle , 

Therwith the hunto wonder faste 3S5 
Blew a forloyn at the laste 
I was go walked fro my ti eo. 

And as I wente, ther cam by me 
A whelp, that fanned mo as I stood, 

That hadde y-folowed, and coudo no good 
Hit com and creep to me as lowo, 391 
Bight as hit haddo mo y-knowe, 

Hild doun his heed and joyned his eres. 
And leyde al smotho doun his heres 


I wolde han caught hit, and anoon 395 
Hit fledde, and was fro me goon , 

And I him folwed, and hit forth wente 
Doun by a floury grene wente 
Ful thikke of gras, fol softe and swete, 
With floures fele, faire under fete, 400 
And litel used, hit seemed thus , 

For bothe Flora and Zephirus, 

They two that make floures growe. 

Had mad hir dwelling ther, I trowe , 

For hit was, on to beholde, 405 

As thogh the erthe envye wolde 
To be gayer than the heven, 

To have mo floures, swiche seven 

As in the welken sterres be 

Hit had forgete the povertee 410 

That wmter, through his colde morwes. 

Had mad hit sufire[n], and his sorwes , 

Al was forgeten, and that was sene 
For al the wode was waxen grene, 
Swetnesse of dewe had mad it waxe 415 

Hit IS no need eek for to axe 
Wher ther were many grene greves, 

Or thikke of trees, so ful of leves , 

And every tree stood by him-selve 
Fro other 3^ el ten foot or twelve 420 
So grete trees, so huge of strengthe. 

Of fourty or fifty fadme lengthe, 

Clene withoute bough or stikke. 

With croppes brode, and eek as thikke — 
They were nat an inche a-sonder — 425 
That hit was shadwe o\ er-al under , 

And many an hert and many an hinde 

Was both before me and bihinde 

Of founes, soures, bukkes, dots 

Was ful the wode, and many roc 5 s, 430 

And many squirelles, that sete 

Ful bye upon the trees, and ete, 

And in hii maner made festes 
Shortly, hit v, as so ful of bestes. 

That thogh Ai gus, tho noblo countour, 
Sote to rekene in his countour, 4 36 

And rekone[d] with his figures ten — 

For by tho figures mowo al kon, 

If they bo crafty, lekeno and noumbie. 
And telle of every thing the noumbro — 
Yet shulde ho fa\l0 to rekene even 441 
Tho wondres, me motto in my sweven. 

But forth they lomed fwonder faste 
Doun tho wode , so at tho laste 
I was war of a man in blak, 445 
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That sat and had y-tumed Ins bak 
To an oke, an huge tree 
‘ Lord,’ thoghte I, ‘ who may that be ? 
What ayleth him to sitten here ? ’ 
Anoon-right I wente nere , 4‘)0 

Than fond I sitte even upright 
A wonder wel-faringe knight — 

By the maner me thonghte so — 

Of good mochel, and fyong therto, 

Of the age of four and twenty yeer 4<^5 
Upon his berde but litel heer, 

And he was clothed al in blakke 
I stalked even unto Ins bakke, 

And ther I stood is stiUe as ought, 

That, sooth to sayo, he saw me nought, 
For-why he heng Ins heed adoune 461 
And with a deedly sorwful soune 
He made of rj me ten vers or twelve. 

Of a compleynt to him-selve. 

The moste pite, the moste rowthe, 46«; 
That ever I herde , for, by my trowthe. 
Hit was gret wonder that nature 
Might suffrefn] any creature 
To have swich sorwo, and be not deed 
Ful pitous, pale, and nothing reed, 470 
He sayde a lay, a maner song, 

Withoute note, -vvithoute song. 

And hit was this , tor f wel I can 
Beherse hit , right thus hit began — 

If* I have of sorwe so gret woon, 47*; 
That joye gete I never noon, 

How that I see my lady bright, 

Which I have loved with al my might. 
Is fro me deed, and is a-goon f 479 

If Allas, [o] deeth » what ayleth thee, 481 
That thou noldest have taken me, 

Whan that thou toke my lady swete ? 
That waS' so fayr, so fresh, so free, 

So good, that men may wel [y]-see 485 
Of al goodnesse she had no mete ’ ’ — 
Whan he had mad thus his complaynte, 
His sorowful herte gan faste faynte, 

And his spirites wexen dede , 

The blood was lied, for pure drede, 490 
Dorm to his herte, to make him warm — 
For wel hit feled the herte had harm — 

To wit© eek why hit was a-drad 
By kinde, and for to make hit glad , 

For hit is membre principal 495 

Of the body , and that made al 
Eis hewe chaunge and wexe grene 


And pale, for -f-no blood was sene 
In no maner lime of his 

Anoon therwith whan I saw this, i>oo 
He ferde thus evel ther he sete, 

T wente and stood right at his fete, 

And grettg him, hut he spak noglit, 

But argued with his owne thoght. 

And m his witte disputed faste 505 

Why and how his lyf might laste , 

Him thonghte his sorwes were so smerte 
And lay so colde upon his heite , 

So, through his sorwe and hevy thoght. 
Made him that lie ne herde mo noght , 
For he had wel nigh lost his minde, 5 1 1 
Tliogh Pan, that men clepe god ol kinde, 
Were for liis sorwes never so wrooth 
I But it the laste, to saj n right sooth. 
He was war of me, how I stood ^15 

Before him, and dide of myn hood. 

And }*grcttc him, as I best coude 
Debonairly, and no-tliing loude. 

He sayde, ‘ I prey thee, be not wrooth, 

I herde tlioe not, to sayn the sooth, SJo 
Ne I saw thee not, sir, trewely ’ 

‘ A • goode sir, no fois,’ quod I, 

‘ I am right sory if I have ought 
Destroubled yow out ot y our thought , 
For-yive me it I have mis-take ’ 525 

* Yis, th’ amendes is light to make,’ 
Quod he, ‘ for ther lyth noon ther-to , 
Ther is no-thing missayd nor do ’ 

Lo ’ how goodly spak this knight. 

As it had been another wight , ^30 

He made it nouther tough ne queiynte 
And I saw that, and gan me aqueynte 
With him, and fond him so tretable. 
Eight wonder skiltul and resonable. 

As me thoghte, for al his bale 535 

Anoon-nght I gan finde a tale 
To him, to loke wher I might ought 
Have more knowing of his thought 

‘ Sir,’ quod I, ‘ this game is doon , 

I holdo that this hert be goon , 540 

Thise huntes conne him nowher see ’ 

‘ I do no fors therof,’ quod he, 

‘ My thought is ther-on never a del ’ 

* By our lord,’ quod I, ‘ I trow yow wel, 
Eight so mo tliinketh by youa* chere 545 
But, sir, 00 thing wol ye here ? 

Me thmketh, in gret sorwe I yow see 
But certes, [good] sir, yif that ye 
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Wolde ought discure me y our wo, 

I wolde, as wis god helpe me so, *550 

Amende hit, yil I can or may , 

Ye mowe preve hit by assay 

For, by my tronthe, to make yow hool, 

I wol do al my power hool , 

And telleth me of yonr sorw es smerte, 
Paraventure hit may cse jj'our herte, 556 
That semetli fill seke nndor jour syde ’ 
With that he loked on me asyde, 

As who sayth, ‘ n ly, that ^vol not be ’ 

‘ Graunt mercy, gode trend,’ quod lie, 

‘ I thanke thee that thou woldest so, <561 
But hit may never the ratliei be do 
No man may my sorwc glade. 

That maketh my hewo to fallo and 
fade. 

And hath myn undorstonding lorn, 05 
That mo is wo th it I was bom ’ 

May noght make my sorwes slj de. 
Nought the remedies of 0 \^de , 

Ne Orpheus, god of melod-ve, 

Ne Dedalus, with 'jplayes sljo , 570 

No hele me may 'fpliisicien, 

Noglit Ipocras, ne Oaken , 

Me IS wo that I li\o houres twi l\o , 

But who BO wol assay e him-selve 
Whether his herte can have pito 575 
Of any sorwe, lat him see me 
I wrecche, that doeth hath mad al naked 
Of alle bksse that was ever maked, 
Y-worthe worste of alle wighte^s, 

That hate my dayes and my nightes , 580 
My lyf, my lustes be me lothe, 

For al welfare and I be wrotlie 
The pure deeth is so f m;y to, 

-j-Thogh I wolde dej e, hit wolde not so , 
For whan I tolwe hit, hit wol flee , 585 

I wolde have i'hit, hit ml not me 
This is my peyne withoute reed, 

Alway d eying, and be not deed, 

That f Sesiphus, that lyth in helle, 

May not of more sorwe telle 590 

And who bo wiste al, by my tronthe, 

My sorwe, but he haddo ronthe 
And pite of my sorwes smerte, 

Tliat man hath a feendily herte 
For who so seeth me first on morwe 595 
May seyn, he hath [y]-met with sorwe , 
For I am sorwe and sorwe is I 
‘ Allas ’ and I wol telle tlie why , 


My f song is turned to pleynmg, 

And al my laughter to woping, 600 

My glade thoghtes to hevmesse, 

In travaile is myn ydelnesse 

And eek my reste , my wc le is wo 

My good is harm, and over-mo 

In wrathe is turned my pleying, 605 

And my delyt in-to sorwing 

Myn hele is turned into seeknesse, 

In drede is al my sikernesse 
To derke is turned al my light, 

My wit IS foly, my day is night, 610 

My love is hate, my sleep waking, 

My mirthe and meles is fasting, 

My conntenaunoo is nycete, 

And al abaved whor-so I be, 

My pees, in pleding and in werre , 615 

All IS ’ how mighto I fare wen e ? 

‘ My boldnesso is turned to shame, 

For f ils Foitune hath pltvd a game 
Atte dies with me, alias ’ the whyle ’ 

Tlie trayteresso fals and fnl of gyle, 620 
That al behotetli and no-thing halt, 

She goth njiright and yet she halt, 

That baggeth foule and loketh faire, 

The dispitouse debonaire. 

That scorneth many a creature ’ 625 

An ydole of fals portraiture 
Is she, for she wil sone wryen , 

She is the monstres heed y-wryen. 

As filth over y-strawed wuth floures , 

Hir moste worshiji and hir ’f'flour is 630 
To lyen, for that is hir nature , 

Withoute feyth, lawe, or mesuie 
She 18 fals , and ever laughinge 
With oon eye, and that other wepinge 
That 18 broght up, she set al donn 635 
I lykne hir to tho scorpioun, 

That IS a fals flatermg beste , 

For With his hede he malieth feste. 

But al amid his flatermge 

With his tayle he wol stinge, 640 

And envenyme , and so wol she 

She IS th’ envyous charite 

That 18 ay fals, and someth wele , 

So tnrneth she hir false whele 
Aboute, for it is no-thing stable, 645 
Now by the fyre, now at table , 

Fnl many oon hath she thus y-blent. 

She IS pley of encliauntement, 

That semeth oon and is nat so. 
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The false theef ’ 'what hath she do, 650 
Trowest thou ? by our lord, I wol thoe 
seye 

Atte ches -with me she gan to pleye 
With hir false draughtes divers 
She stal on me, and took my fers 
And 'whan I saw my fers aweye, 655 

Alas ! I couthe no longer pleye, 

But seydo, “farwel, swete, y-wis, 

And farwel al that ever ther is ’ ” 
Therwith Fortune seyde “ chek here ' ” 
And “ mate I ” in '|*mid pointe of the 
chekkere 660 

With a pouno erraunt, alias ’ 

Ful craftier to pley she was 
Than Athalus, that made the game 
First of the chos so was his name 
But gfod wolde I had ones or twyes 665 
Y-koud and knowe the jeupardyes 
That coude the Grek Pithagores ^ 

I shulde have ployd the bet at ches, 

And kept my fers the bet ther by , 

And thogh wherto ? for trewely 670 

I hold that wish nat worth a streo * 

Hit had be never the bet for me 
For Fortune can so many a wyle, 

Ther be but fewe can hir begyle, 

And eek she is the las to blame , 67*; 

My-self I wolde have do the same, 

Before god, hadde I been as she , 

She oghte the more excused bo 
For this I say yet more therto, 

Hadde I be god and mighte have do 680 
My wiUe, whan ’f-my fers she caughte, 

I wolde have drawe the same draughte 
For, also wis god yive me reste, 

I dar ■wel swere she took the beste ’ 

‘But through that draughte I have 
lorn 6S5 

My blisse , alias ’ that I was born » 

For evermore, I trowe trewly, 

For al my wil, my lust hoolly 
Is turned , but yet, what to done ? 

By our lord, hit is to deye sone ‘ 690 

For no-thmg 1 [ne] leve it noght, 

But hve and deye right in this thoght 
't'Ther nis planete in firmament, 

Ne in air, ne in erthe, noon element. 
That they ne yive me a yift echoon 695 
Of wepmg, whan I am aloon 
For whan that I avyse me wel, 


And bethenke me every-del, 

How that ther lyth in rekenmg. 

In my sorwe, for no-thing , 

And how ther leveth no gladnesse 
May gladde mo of my distresse, 

And how I have lost suffisance, 

And therto I have no plesance. 
Than may I say, I have right noght 
And whan al this falleth in my tlioj 
Allas ' than am I overcome ’ 

For that is doon is not to come ' 

I have more sorowe than Tantalo ' 
And whan I herde him telle this 
Thus pitonsly, as I yow telle, 
Unnethe mighte I lenger dwelle. 
Hit dide myn herte so moche wo 
‘ A ’ good sii ’ ’ quod I, ‘ say not s 
Have som pite on your nature 
That formed yow to creature , 
Remembre yow of Socrates , 

For he ne counted nat throe strees 
Of noght that Fortune coude do * 

‘ No,* quod he, ‘ I can not so ’ 

‘ Why so ? good sir ’ f pardo ’ ’ qu 
‘ No say noght so, for trewely, 
Thogh ye had lost the ferses twelve, 
And ye for sorwe moidred your-sclv 
Ye sholde be dampned in this cas 
By as good right as Medea was. 

That slow hir children for Jason , 
And Phyllis fals for Demophon 
Ileng hir-self, so weylaway ’ 

For he had bioke his torme-day 
To come to hir Another rage 
Had Dydo, f queue eek of Cartage, 
Ihat slow hir-self, for Eneas 
Was fals , [a ’] whiche a fool she wai 
And Ecquo dyed for Narcisus 
Nolde nat love hir , and right thus 
Hath many another foly don 
And for Bahda dyed Sampson, 

That slow him-self with a pilere 
But ther is 'j-noon a-lyve here 
Wolde for a fers make[n] this wo ' * 

‘ Why so ? * quod ho , ‘ hit is nat 
Thou wost ful litel what thou mene 
I have lost more than thou wenest ’ 
‘ Lo, 'fsir, how may that be ? * quod ] 
‘ Good sir, tel me al hoolly 
In what 'wyse, how, why, and wherf 
That ye have thus your bhsse lore,’ 
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‘ Blythly,’ quod he, ‘ com sit adoun , 

I telle thee up condicioun 750 

That thou fhoolly, with al thy wit, 

Bo th3m entent to herhene hit ’ 

‘ Yis, sir ’ ‘ Swere thy trouthe ther-to ' 

‘ Gladly ’ ‘ Bo than holde hor-to ’ ’ 

‘ I shal right blytlilj , so god me save, 755 
Hoolly, with al tho witte I have, 

Here yow, as wel as I can ’ 

‘ A goddes half ’ ’ quod ho, and began — 
‘ Sir,’ quod he, ‘ sith first I coutho 
Ha\ 0 any maner wit tro youtho, 760 

Or kindely understonding 
To comprehcnde, in any thing, 

What love was, in myn owno wit, 
Breddes, I have ever yit 
Be tributary, and yiven rente 765 

To love hoolly with godo entente, 

And through plosaunce become histhral, 
With good wil, body, herte, and al 
Al this I putte in his servage, 

As to my lorde, and dido homage , 770 

And lul devoutly fprajdo him to, 

He shulde besetto myn horte so. 

That it plesaunco to him were. 

And worship to my lady dere 

‘ And this vt as longe, and many a yecr 
Or that myn herte was set o-wher, 776 
That I did thus, and niste why , 

I trowe hit cam me kindely 
Paraunter I was therto fable 
As a whyt wal or a table , 781) 

For hit IS redy to cacche and take 
Al that men wil therm make, 

Wher-so men wol portreye or peynte, 

Be the werkes ne\ er so queynte 

‘ And thilko tyme I ferde f so 78*1 

I was able to have lerned tho, 

And to have coud as wel or better, 
Paraunter, other art or letter 
But for love cam first in my thought, 
Therfore I forgat it nought 790 

I chees love to my firste craft, 

Therfor hit is with me [y]-laft 
Porw hy I took hit of so yong age, 

That malice hadde my corage 

Nat that tyme turned to no-thing 795 

Through to mochel knowlechmg 

For that tyme Youthe, my maistresse, 

Governed mo in ydelnesse , 

For hit was in my firste youthe. 


And tho ful litel good I couthe , 800 

For al my werkes were flittinge, 
f And al my thoghtes varyinge , 

Al were to me y-liche good, 

That I knew tho , but thus hit stood. 

‘ Hit happed that I cam 'j a day 805 
Into a place, ther 1 1 sav, 

Trewly, the fayrest company 6 

Of ladies, that ever man with y6 

Had seen togedres in 00 place 

Shal I clepe hit hap othei grace 810 

That broghte mo ther ? nay, but Fortune, 

That IS to lyen ful comuno, 

Tho false traytoresso, perveis, 

God wolde I coude clepe hir weis ’ 

For now she worcheth mo ful wo, 815 
And I wol telle sone why so 

‘ Among thise ladies thus echoon, 

Sotli to soyn, T saw fther] oon 
That was 1 ^ k noon of [al] the route , 

For I dar swere, withouto douto, 820 
That as the somercs sonne bright 
Is fairer, clerer, and hath more light 
Than any fplanete, [is] in heven. 

The mone, or tho steires seven. 

For al the worlde, so had she 825 

Surmounted hem alle of bcaute, 

Of maner and of comlinesse. 

Of stature and f wel set gladnesso, 

Of goodlihede f so wel beseye — 

Shortly, what shal I more soye ? 830 

-Ry god, and by his halwcs twelve. 

It was my sw ete, right as hir-selve ! 

She had so stedfast countenaunce. 

So noble port and meyntenaunco 
And Love, that had herd my bone, 835 
Had espyed me thus sone. 

That she ful sone, in my thoght. 

As helpe me god, so was y-caught 
So sodenly, that I ne took 
No maner 'j reed but at hir look 840 
And at myn herte , for-why hir eyen 
So gladly, I trow, myn herte seyen, 

That purely tho myn owne thoght 
Seyde hit were *|bet serve hir for noght 
Than with another to he wel 845 

And hit was sooth, for, everydel, 

I wil anoon-right telle thee why 
* I saw hir daunce so comhly, 

Carole and singe so swetely, 

Laughe and pleye so womanly, 850 
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And loke so debonairly, 

So goodly speke and so frendly, 

That certes, I trow, that evermore 
Nas seyn so blisfnl a tresore 
For every heer [np]on hir hede. S';") 

Soth to sejn, hit -was not redo, 

Ke nouther 5 elw, no bronn hit nas , 

Me thoghte, most 13'^k gold hit was 
Anti whiche eyen my lady hadde ’ 
Debonair, goode, glade, and sadde, 860 
Simple, of good mochel, noght to wydo , 
Therto hir look nas not a-syde, 

Ke overthwert, but beset so v el, 

Hit drew and took np, evcrydel, 

AUe that on hir gan beholde 86 

Hir eyen semed anoon she wolde 
Ha\ e mercy , fooles wendcn so , 

But hit was never the rather do 
Hit nas no countrefeted thing, 

It was hir owne pure loking, 870 

That the goddesse, dame Nature, 

Had made hem opcnc by mesure. 

And close , for, were she never so glad. 
Hit loking was not foly sprad, 

Ne wildely, thogh that she pleyde , 875 

But ever, me thoghte, hir eyen seyde, 

“ By god, my wrathe is al for-yive ’ ” 

‘ Therwith hir liste so wel to live, 

That dulnesse was of hir a-drad 

She nas to sobre ne to glad , 880 

In alle thinges more mesure 

Had never, I trowe, creature 

But many oon with hir loke she herte, 

And that sat hir ful lyte at herte, 

For she knew no-thing of hir thoght , 885 
But whether she knew, or knew hit noght, 
Algate she no roghte of hem a stree ♦ 

To gete hir love no ner nas he 
That woned at home, than ho in Inde , 
The formest was alway behind e 890 

But gode folk, over al other. 

She loved as man may do his brother , 

Of whiche love she was wonder large, 

In skilful places that here charge 

‘ f Which a visage had she ther-to » 895 
Allas ’ myn herte is wonder wo 
That I ne can discryven hit ’ 

Me lakketh bothe English and wit 
For to undo hit at the fulle , 

And eek my spirits be so duUe 900 

So greet a thing for to devyse. 


I have no wit that can sufTj se 
To comprehende[n] hir beaute , 

But thus moche dar I seyn, that she 
Was frody, fresh, and lyvely hewed , ^ 
And every day hir beaute newed 
And negh hir face was aider-best , 

For certes Nature had swicli lost 
To make that fair, that trowly she 
Was hir checf patron of bcautee, 91 
And cheef ensample of al hir werke, 
And moustre , for, be hit never so derk 
Me thinketh I see hir ever-mo 
And yet more-over, thogh alle tho 
That ever lived were now a-lyve, 9 
[Thej'^] ne sholde have founde to discryv 
In al hir face a wikked signe , 

For lilt was sad, simple, and benigno 
‘ And which a goodly softe speche 
Had that swete, my lyves leche ’ 9a 
So fiendly, and so wel y-grounded. 

Up al lesoun so wel y-foundod. 

And so tretable to alio gode, 

That I dar swero fby tho rode, 

Of eloquence was never founde 9 

So swete a sowningo facounde, 

Ne trewer tonged, ne scorned lasse, 

Ne bet coude helo , that, by the masse 
I durste swore, thogh the pope hit song< 
That ther was never ^through hir tong 
Man ne woman gretly harmed , 9a 

As for liir, [ther] was al harm hid , 

Ne lasse flatering in hir worde. 

That purely, hir simple recorde 
Was founde as trewe as any bonde, 93 
Or trouthe of any mannos hondo 
Ne chydo she coude never a del, 

Tliat knoweth al the world ful wel 
‘ But swich a fairnesse of a nekke 
Had that swete, that boon nor brekke 
Nas ther non sene, that mis-sat 94 

Hit was whyt, smothe, stroght, and fflai 
Withouten hole , f and canel-boon, 

As by seming, had she noon 

Hir throte, as I have now memoire, 94 

Semed a round tour of yvoire, 

Of good gpretnesse, and noght to greto 
‘ And gode faire Whyte she hete, 
That was my lady name right 
She was bothe fair and bright, 95 

She hadde not hir name wrong 
Right faire shuldres, and body long 
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She hadde, and armes, every litli 
Fattish, flesshj, not greet theiwith , 
Eight whyte liandes, and nayles lede, 955 
Rounde brestes , and of good bi edo 
Hit hii)pos were, a streight fiat b ik 
I knew on liir non other lal^ 

That al hir limries nero {-sewing, 

In as fer as I had knowing 960 

‘ Thor to she condo so wel pi eye, 

Whan that hir liste, tliat I dar st ye, 

That sho was lyk to toiche bright, 

Tliat every man m ly take of light 
Ynogh, and hit hath never the lesse 96=; 

‘ Of maner and of comlmesse 
Right so feido my lady dere , 

Por e\ery wight of hir main re 
Might cacche ynogh, it that he wolde. 

If he had eyon hir to beholde 970 

For I dar j-sweren, if that she 
Had among ten thousand be, 

She wolde have be, at the lesto, 

A cheef mirour of al the foste, 

Thogh they had stondon in a rowe, 

To mennes eyen that coude have knowe 
For wher so men had pleyd or waked, 

Me thoghte the felawship as naked 
Withouten hir, that saw I ones, 

As a ooroune withoute stones 980 

Trewely she was, to m> n yfe, 

The soleyn fenix of Arabye, 

For ther hveth never btit oon , 

Ne swieli as she ne know I noon 

‘ To speke of goodnesse , trewly s1ig 9S'5 
Had as moche debonairte 
As ever had Hester m the bihle. 

And more, if more were possible 
And, sotli to seyne, therwith-al 
She had a wit so general, 990 

So hool enclyned to alio gode, 

That al hir wit was set, by the rode, 
Withoute malice, upon gladnesso , 
f Therto I saw never yet a lesse 
Harmful, than she was in doing 995 
I sey nat that she ne had knowing 
What -j-was harm , or elles she 
Had coud no good, so thinketh me 
‘ And trewly, for to speke of ti outlie, 
But sho had had, hit had be routhe itx:x> 
Therof she had so moche hir del — 

And I dar seyn and swere hit wol — 

That Trouthe him-self, over al and al, 


Had chose his maner piincipal 

In hir, that was Ins resting place 1005 

Ther-to she hadde the mosto grace, 

To have stedfast perseveiaunce, 

And csy, at emigre governaunce, 

That over I knew or wiste yit , 

So pure suffiaunt was hir wit 1010 

And reson gladly she understood, 

Hit folowcd wcl she coude good 
SI10 used gladly to do wel , 

These weie hir m iners every-dol 

‘ Theiwith she loved so wel light, 1015 
Sho wrong do wolde to ro wight , 

No Wight might do hu no sliann , 

Slit loved so wtl hir owiic n imo 
Hir luste to holde no w ight in lionde , 
Ne, he thou sikei, she fnolde fonde 1020 
To holdo no wight in balaunce, 

By h lit word ne by count enaunce, 

But-if men wolde upon liir lye , 

Ne sende men in-to Walakve, 

To Pruyso and in-to 1 ai t \r j e, 1025 

To Alisaundxe, no in-to Tuik-ve, 

And biddo him faste, anoon that he 
Go hoodies fto the drv e see, 

And come hoom by the Carrenare , 

And seye, “ Sir, be now light ware 1030 
That I may of yow heie sejoi 
Worship, or that ye tome age^v n ’ ” 

She ne used no sueho knakkos smale, 

‘ But wherfor that I telle my tale ? 
Right on this same, as I have sej^d, 1035 
Was hoolly al my love leyd , 

For certes, sho was, that swete w-yf, 

My sufhsaunce, my lust, my lyf, 

Myn hap, myn hele, and al my blisse, 

My worldes welfare and mv i lisse, 1040 
And I hirs hoolly, everj del ’ 

‘ By our lord,’ quod I, ‘ I trowe yow wel * 
Hardcly, your love was wel beset, 

I not bow ye mighte hav e do bet ’ 

‘ Bet? ne no wight so w el ’ ’ quod he 1045 
‘ I trowe hit, sir,’ quod I, ‘ paide • ’ 

‘ Nay, leve hit wel ’ ’ ‘ Sir, so do I , 

I levo yow wel, that trewely 
Yow thoghte, that sho was the beste, 

\nd to beholde the alderfaireste, 1050 
Wlio so had loked fwith ^our eyen ’ 

‘ With myn ? nay, alle that hir seyen 
Sejde, and sworo[n] hit was so 
And thogh they ne hadde, I wolde tho 
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Have loved best my ladv fie, 1055 

Thogb I had had al the beautee 
That ever had Alcipyades, 

And al the strengthe of Ercnlcs, 

And therto had the worthine»so 
Of Alisaundre, and al the ricliosse io6o 
That ever was in Babiloyne, 

In Cartage, or in Macedoyne, 

Or in Rome, or in Ninive , 

And therto al-so hardy be 

As was Ector, so have I joye, 1065 

That Achilles slow at Troye — 

And therfor was he slayn also 
In a temple, for bothe t’v\ o 
Were slayn, he and *|* A^ntilogus, 

And so seyth Dares Fngius, 1070 

For lo\e of [hir] Poli\ena — 

Or been as wys as Minerva 
I wolde ever, withoute diode, 

Have loved hir, for I moste node ’ 

“ Nedo ’ ” nay, f X gabbe now, 1075 

Noght “ node,” and I wol telle how, 

Foi of good wille myn heite hit wolde. 
And eek to love hir I was holdo 
As foi the f iirest and the beste 

‘ She was as good, so ha\ e I reste, loSo 
As ever was Penelope of Orece, 

Or as the noble wyf Lncroce, 

That was the beste — he tellcth thus, 

The Romain T;ytus Livius — 

She was as good, and no-thing l\ke, loS^ 
Thogh hir stones be autent\ ko , 

Algate she was as trewe as she 
‘ But wherfor th it I telle thee 
Whan I first my lady soy ? 

I was right yong, [the] sooth to sov, 1090 
And ful grot need I hadde to lerne , 

Whan my lioite wolde yerno 
To love, it was a greet erni)rvse 
But as my wit coude best suffyse. 

After my yonge childly wit, 1095 

Withoute drede, I besette hit 
To love hir in my beste yvy so, I 

To do hir worship and sorvyse 
That I i tho coude, by my troutho, 
Withoute feyning outher sloutho , mx> 
For wonder fayn I wolde hir see 
So mochel hit amended me, 

That, whan I saw hir first a-morwe, 

I was waruhed of al my sorwe 

Of al day after, til hit wore ev e , no. 


Me thoghte no-thing mighte me greve, 
Whre my sorwes never so smerte 
And Jit she sit so in myn herte, 

That, by my troutlie, I nolde noglit, 

Foi al this worlde, out ot my thoght 1 1 ic 
Love my lady , no, trewly ^ ’ 

‘ Now, by my trouthe, sir,’ quod I, 

‘ Me thinketh ye have such a chaunce 
As sliriit withoute icpontaunce ’ 

‘ Eepcntaiincc ' nay fy,’ quod he , iii = 
‘ Shulde I now repente me 
To love’ uij, ceites, than weie I wel 
Wers than was Achitofcl, 

Or Anthenor, so have Ijoje, 

The trayioui that betrajsed Tioye, ii*c. 
Oi the false Genclon, 

Ho that purchased the treson 
Of Howland and of Oliveie 
Nay, whjl I am a-ljve heie 
I ml foiyete hir never-mo ’ 1125 

‘ Now, gode sir,’ quod I [right] tho, 

‘ Ye hail wcl told mo hci hoforc 
It IS no need rehoiso hit more 
How JO savve hii fiist, and where , 

But wolde je tcllo me the maneic, 1130 
To lur which was jour firsto speche — 
Theiof I wolde yow he-seche — 

And how she knewo first youi thoght, 
WTicthei JO loved hir or noght. 

And tclleth me eek what j e have lore , 

I horde jow telle hei bofoio ’ 11:56 

‘Ye,’ scjdo ho, ‘thou nost what thou 
monest , 

I liav o lost more than thou weiiest ’ 

‘ What los IS that, [sir] ? ’ quod I tho , 

‘ Nil she not love yow ? is hit so ^ 1140 

Or ha\o ye oght [y-]doon aims, 

That she hath left j ow ? is hit this ^ 

Foi goddes love, tel me al ’ 

‘Before god,’ quod he, ‘ and I sliil 
I save right as I have seyd, 1145 

On hir was al my love leyd , 

And yet she nisto hit 'f'nover a del 
Noght longe tymo, love hit wol 
For be light siker, I durste noght 1149 
For al this worlde telle hir my thoght, 
Ne I wolde hwe wratthed hii, trewly 
For wostow why ? she was lady 
Of the body , she had tho herte, i 

And who hath that, may not asterte 
‘ But, for to kepe mo fro ydelnesse, 1155 
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Trewly I did my besinesse 
To make songes, as I best coude, 

And ofte tyme I song hem londe , 

And made songes a gret del, 

Al-thogh I coude not make so wel ii6o 
Songes, ne knowe the art al, 

As coude Lamekes sone Tubal, 

That fond out first the ait of songe , 

For, as his brothers hamers ronge 
Upon his anvelt up and doun, 1165 

Therof he took the firste soun , 

But Grekes seyn, Pictagoras, 

That he the firste finder was 
Of the art , Aurora tellcth so, 

But therof no fors, of hem two 1170 

Algates songes thus I made 
Of my feling, myn herte to glade , 

And lo ' this was [the] alther-firste, 

I not wher [that] hit were the werste — 

H “Lord, hit maketh myn herte light. 
Whan I thenke on that swete wight 1176 
That IS so semely on to see , 

And wissho to god hit might so be, 
That she wolde holdo me for hir knight, 
My lady, that is so fair and bright ’ ” — 

‘ Now have I told thee, sooth to saj e, 
My firste song Upon a daye 118^ 

I bethoghte me what wo 
And sorwe that I suffred tho 
For hir, and yet she wiste hit noght, 1185 
Ne telle hir durste I nat my thoght 
“ Allas ’ ” thoghto I, “ I c in no reed , 
And, but I telle hir, I fiiam but deed , 
And if I telle hir, to seye f sooth, 

I am a-dred she wol be wrooth , 1190 

Allas ’ what shal I thanne do ? ” 

‘ In this debat I was so wo, 

Me thoghte myn heite braste a-twej n ’ 
So atte laste, soth to seyn, 

T mo bethoghte that nat ire 1105 

Ne formed never in cro ituro 
So moche boauto, trewely, 

\nd bounto, withoutcn mercy 
‘ In hope ol that, my tale I toldo 
With sorwe, as that I never sholde, 1200 
For nedes , and, maugree my hoed, 

I moste have told hir or be deed. 

I not wel how that I began, 

Ful evel rohcrso[n] hit I can , 

And eek, as helpe me god witli al, lace; 
I trowe hit was in the dismal, 


That was the ten woundes of Egipte , 

For many a word I over-skipte 

In my tale, for pure fere 

Lest my wordes mis-set were 1210 

AVith sorweful hoite, and woundes dede, 

Softe and quaking for pure drode 

And shame, and stinting in my tale 

For ferdo, and myn he we al pale, 

Ful ofte I wex bothe pale and reed , 1215 
Bowing to hir, I heng the heed , 

I durste nat ones loke hir on. 

For w.t, manere, and al was gon 
I seyde “ mercy ’ ” and no more , 

Hit nas no game, hit sat me sore 1220 
‘ So atte laste, sooth to seyn. 

Whan that myn herte was come ageyn. 
To telle shortly al my speche, 

With hool herte I gan hir beseche 
That she wolde be my lady swete , 1225 

And swor, and gan hir hertely hete 
Ever to be stedfast and trewe. 

And love hir alwey freshly newe, 

And never other lady have. 

And al hir worship for to save 1230 

As I best coude , I swor hir this — 

“ For youres is al that ever ther is 
For evermore, myn herte swete ’ 

And never f false yow, bat I mete, 

I ml, as wis god helpe me so ’ ” 1235 

‘ And whan I had my tale y-do, 

God wot, she acounted nat a stree 
Ot al my tale, so thoghte mo 
To telle shortly fas hit is, 

Trewly hir answere, hit was this , 1240 

I can not now wel counteifete 
Hir wordes, but this was tho grete 
Of hir answere , she sayde, “ naj ” 
Al-outerly Allas ’ that day 
The sorwe I suffred, and the wo ’ 1245 

That tiewly Cassandra, that so 
Bewayled the destruccioun 
Of Troye and of Ilioun, 

Had never swich sorw e as I tho 
I durste no more say theito 1250 

For pure fore, but stal away , 

4Lnd thus I lived ful many a day 
That trewely, I hadde no need 
Ferther than my beddes hoed 
Never a day to seche sorwe , 1255 

I fond hit ledy e\ery morwe, 

For-why I loved hix in no gcre 
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‘ So hit befel, another yere, 

I thoughte ones I wolde fonde 
To do hir knoA\ e and nnderstonde 1260 
My wo , and she wel understood 
That I ne wilned thing hut good, 

And worship, and to kepe hir name 
Over f al thing, and drede hir shame. 

And was so besy hir to serve , — i26'> 

And pite were T shulde sterve, 

Sith that I wilned noon harm, y-wis 
So whan my lady knew al this, 

My lady yaf me al hoolly 

The noble yift of hir mercy, 1270 

Saving hir worship, by al weyes , 

Dredlcs, I mene noon other weyes 
And therwith she 3- at me a ring , 

I trowo hit was the firste thing , 

But if myn herte was y wave 1275 

Glad, that is no need to axe ’ 

As helpe me god, I was as blyve, 

Reysed, as fro dethe to lyve, 

Of alle happes the alder-boste. 

The gladdest and the mosto at reste 1280 
For trewcly, that swete wight, 

Whan I had wrong and she the right, 

She wolde alwey so goodely 
For-3 e\ e me so dcbon wrly 
In alle my youthe, in alle chaunce, 1285 ^ 
She took me in hir governaunce 
‘ Therwith she was alway so trewe, 

Our joye was ever y-licho newe , 

Our hertes wern so even a payre, 

That never nas that oon contrayre 1290 ' 
To that other, for no wo I 

For sothe, y-liche they suffred tho 1 

Oo blisse and eek 00 sorwe bothe , 

Y-liche they were bothe gladde and 
wroth G , j 

Al was us oon, withoute were 129!^ 

And thus we lived ful many a yere 


So wel, I can nat telle how ’ 

‘Sii,’quodI ‘ whor is she now ? ’ 

‘ Now ’ ’ quod he, and stinte anoon 
Therwith he wex as deed as stoon, 1300 
And seyde, ‘ alias ’ that I was bore ’ 
That was the los, that her-before 
I tolde thee, that T had lorn 
Bethenk how I seyde her-befom, 130^ 
‘ Thou wost ful litel what thou menest , 
I have lost more than thou wonest ” — 
God wot, alias ' right that was she ’ ' 

‘ Allas ’ sir, how ? what may that be ’ ’ 
‘ She IS deed ’ ’ ‘ Nay ’ ’ ‘ Yis, by my 
trouthe ’ ’ 

‘ Ts that your los ? by god, hit is routhe ’ ’ 
And with that worde, right anoon, 1311 
They gan to strake forth , al was doon. 
For that tyme, the hert-hunting 
With that, me thoglite, that this king 
Gan [quikly] boom ward for to ryde 1315 
Unto a place f-ther besyde, 

Which w as from us but a lyte, 

A long castel with walles whyte. 

By seynt Johan ’ on a riche hil. 

As mo motte , but thus it fil 1 320 

Right thus me mette, as T yow telle, 
That in the castel fwas a belle 
As hit had smitcn houres twelve — 

Therwith I awook my-selve. 

And fond me lying in my bed , 1325 

And the book that I had red. 

Of Alcyone and Seys the king. 

And of the goddes of sleping, 

I fond it in myn honde ful even 

Thoghte I, ‘ this is so queynt a sweven. 
That I wol, by processe of tyme, 1331 
Fonde to putte this sweven in lyme 
As I can best , and that anoon ’ — 

This was my sweven , now hit is doon 1334 


Explicit the £oke of the Duchesse. 
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IV THE COMPLEYNT OF MARS 


The Proem 

* Ghadeth, ye foules, of the morow gray, 
Lo ' Venus risen among yon rowes rede ’ 
And floures fresshe, honoureth ye this 
day , 

For when the sonne uprist, then wol ye 
spredo 

But ye lovers, that lye in any drede, 5 
Fleeth, lest wikkcd tonges yow espye , 

Lo ’ yond the sonne, the candd of jelosye’ 

With teies hlewe, and with a wounded 
herte 

Taketh your leve , and, with seynt John 
to horow, 

Apeseth somwhat ot your sorowos smerte, 
T>me cometh eft, that cese shal yoni 
sorow , 1 1 

The glade night is worth an hevy 
morow ’ ’ — 

(Seynt Valentyne ' a foul thus herde I 
singe 

Upon thy day, er sonne gan up-sprmge) — 

V et sang this foul — ‘ I rede yow al a- wake, 
And ye, that han not chosen in humble 
wyse, 16 

Without repenting cheseth yow your 
make 

And ye, that han ful chosen as I dev\se. 
Yet at the leste renoveletli youi ser\^se , 
Confermeth it perpetuely to dure, ao 
And paciently taketh your avcnture 

And for the worship of this hye feste, 

Yet wol I, in my biiddes wyse, singe 
The sentence of the compleymt, at the 
leste. 

That woful Mars made atte departinge 35 
Fro fresshe Venus in a morwenmge. 
Whan Phebus, with his fyry torches rede, 
Hansaked every lover m his drede 

The Story 

T[ Whylom the thridde hevenes lord 
above, 

As wel by hevenish revolucioun 30 


As by desert, hath wonne Venus his love, 
And she hath take him m subjeccioun, 
And as a maistresse taught him his 
lossoun, 

Comaunding him that never, in hir ser- 
'V'yse, 

He neie so bold no lover to despyse 35 

For she forbad him jelosye at alle. 

And cruelte, and host, and tirannj o , 

She made him at hu lust so humble and 
talle, 

That when hir deyned c aste on him hir yd, 
Ho took in pacience to In e or dye , 40 

And thus she brydcleth him in hii man- 
ere. 

With no-thing but with scourging of hir 
chere 

Who regneth now in blisse but Venus, 
That hath this worthy knight in govern- 
aunce ^ 

Who singeth now but Mars, that serveth 
thus 45 

The fairo Venus, causer of plesaunce ® 

He bynt him to perpetual obeisaunce, 
And she bynt Inr to loven him for ever, 
But so be that his trespas hit dissever 

Thus be they knit, and regnen as m heven 
By loking most , til hit fil, on a tyde, 5 1 
That by hir bothe assent was set a steven. 
That Mars shal entre, as faste as he may 
glyde. 

Into hir nexte paleys, to abyde. 

Walking his cours til she had him a-take, 
And he preyde lur to haste hir for his 
sake 56 

Then seyde he thus — “ myn hortes lady 
swete. 

Ye knowe wel my mischef m that place , 
For sikerly, til that I with yow mete, 59 
My lyf stant ther m aventuro and grace , 
But when I see the beaute of your face, 
Ther is no dreed of deeth may do mo 
smerte. 

For al your lust la ese to myn herte.” 


£ 
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She hath sogret compassion of hir knight, 
That dwelleth in solitude til she come , 6^ 
For hit stood so, that like tyme, no wight 
Connseyled him, ne seyde to him welcome. 
That nigli Inr -wit foi wo was overcome , 
Wherfore she spedde hir as faste in hir 
weye. 

Almost in oon day, as he dide in tweye 70 

The grete joye that was betwix hem two. 
Whan they be mot, ther may no tungo 
telle, 

Ther is no more, but unto bed they go. 
And thus in joye and blisse I lete hem 
dwelle , 

This woithy Mars, that is of knighthod 
Welle, 7=; 

The flour of fairnes lappeth in his armcs, 
AndVenus kissetli Mars, the god of armes 

Sojourned hath this Mars, of which I rede. 
In chambre amid the paltys prively 
A certeyn tyme, til him fol a drede, 80 
Through Phebus, that was comcn hastcly 
W’lthin the paleys-yates sturdely, 

With torche in honde, of which the 
stremes brighto 

On Venus chambre knokkeden ful lighte 

The chambre, ther as lay this fressho 
queue, 85 

Depejnted was with why to boles greto. 
And by the light she knew, that shoo 11 
so shene. 

That Phebus cam to brcnne hem with his 
hete , 

This sely Venus, *1 dreynt in teres wete, 
Enbraceth Mars, and seyde, “ alas ’ I dy c ' 
The torch is come, that al this world wol 
wrye ” yi 

Up stcrte Mars, him listo not to slepe. 
Whan he his lady herde so cornplcyno , 
But, for his nature was not for to wepo, 
In stedo of tores, fro his eyen tweyne ye; 
The fyry sparkes brosten out for peyne , 
And hente his hauberk, that lay him be- 
syde , 

Flee wolde he not, no mighte him-selvon 
hyde 

He throweth on his helm of huge wighte, 
And girt him with his swerde , and in 
his honde 200 


His mighty spere, as he was wont to 
fighte, 

He shaketh so that almost it to-wonde , 
Ful hevy he was to walken over londe , 
Ho may not holdo with Venus company e. 
But bad hir fleon, lest Phebus hir espyo 

0 woful Mars ’ alas ’ what mayst thou 
seyn, 106 

That in the paleys of thy disturbaunee 
Art left behinde, in peril to bo slcy n 
And yet ther-to is double thy penaunoe, 
For she, that hath thyn herte in govern- 
aunce, 110 

Is passed halfe the stremes of thyn yiin , 
That thou nere swift, v^el mayst thou 
wepe and cryen 

Now floeth Venus un-to Cylenius tour, 
With voide cours, foi fere of Phebus light 
Alas ’ and ther no hath she no socour, 1 15 
For she ne fond ne saw no maner wight , 
And eek as ther she had but litil might , 
Wher-for, hir-selven for to hyde and save, 
Within the gate she fledde into a cave 

Berk was this cave, and smoking as the 
hello, 1^0 

Not but two pas within the gate hit stood , 
A naturol day in dork I lete hir dwelle 
Now wol I speke of Mars, furious and 
wood , 

For sorow he wolde have seen his herte 
blood , 

Sith that ho mighte •j'hir don no com- 
panye, 125 

He ne roghte not a myte for to dye 

So feble he wex, for hete and for his wo. 
That nigh ho swelt, he mighte unnetho 
endure , 

He passeth but 00 steyro in dayes two. 
But ner the Ics, for al his hevy armuro, 130 
He foloweth hir that is his lyves cure , 
For whos departing he took grottcr y ro 
Thanno for al his bienning in the fyro 

After he walketh softely a pas, 
Complcyning, that hit pite was to hero 1 35 
He seyde, “0 lady bright, Venus ’ a^as ’ 
That ever so wyde a compas is my spcrc ' 
Alas ’ whan shal I mote yow, heito doro, 
Tins twolfte day of April I endure, 
Througli jolousPhebus, this misai enture ” 
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Now fhelpe god sely Venus allone ’ 141 

But, as god wolde, hit happed for to be, 
That, whyl that Venus wepmg made hir 
mone, 

Cylenius, ryding in his chevauch6, 144 
Fro Venus valance mighte his paleys see, 
And Venus he salueth, and maketh chere. 
And hir receyveth as his frend ful dere 

Mars dwelleth forth in his adversitee, 
Compleyning ever on hir departinge , 
And what his compleynt was, remem- 
breth me , 150 

And therfore, in this lusty morweninge. 
As I best can, I wol hit soyn and singe, 
And after that I wol my love take , 

And god yevG every wight joye of his 
make ' 

The Compleynt of Mars 

The Pi oem of the Compleynt 

The ordre of compleynt requireth skil- 
fully, 155 

That if a wight shal idcyne pitouslj , 

Tlier mot be cause uherlor that men 
pleyne , 

Or men may deme he pleynoth folily 
And causeles , alas ' that am not I ' 
Wherfor the ground and cause of al 
uiypeyne, 160 

So as my troubled wit may hit ateyne, 

I wol reherse , not for to have redresse. 
But to doclaie my ground of heMucsse 

Devotion 

1 , The firste tymc, alas ' that I was wroght. 
And for certeyn cffcctes hidei bioght 165 
By him that lordeth ech intelligence, 

I j \f my trew e ser\ iso and my thoght, 
Foi e\ ermore — how dere I have hit 
boght ' — 

To hir, that is of so gret excellence. 
That what w ight that first sheweth his 
presence, 170 

When she is wroth and tnketh of him no 
cure. 

He may not longe in joye of love endure 

This IS no feyned mater that I telle , 
lady IS the verrey sours and welle 


Of beaute, lust, fredom, and gentil- 
nesse, 175 

Of riche aray — how dere men hit selle ’ — 
Of al disiiort in which menfrendly dwelle. 
Of love and pley, and of benigne hum- 
blesse. 

Of soune of instruments of al swetnesse , 
And therto so wel fortuned and thewed. 
That through the world hir goodnesse is 
y-shewed i8i 

What wonder is then, thogh that I bo 
sette 

My serviso on suche oon, that may me 
knette 

To welo or wo, sith hit Ijth m hir 
might ? 184 

Therfor my herte for ever I to hir hette , 
No trewly, for my dethe, I shal not lette 
To ben hir trewest ser\aunt and hir 
knight 

I flatei noght, that may wite every 
wight , 

For this day in hir servise shal I dye , 
But grace be, I see hir never with yti 190 

A Lady in feai and woe 

U To whom shal I than pleyne of m3' dis- 
tresse ? 

\M.io may me helpe, who may my harm 
redresse ? 

Shal I complcyno unto my ladv free ? 
N ly, certes ’ for she hath such hevinesse, 
For fere and eek for wo, that, as I gessc, 
In litil tyme hit wol hir bane be 19G 
But weie she sauf, hit wer no fors of mo 
Alas ’ that e\ or lovers mote endure, 

For love, so many a peiilous a’ventuie * 

For thogh so be that lovers be as trew 0200 
\.3 any metal that is forged newc, 

In many a cas hem tydoth oftc sorowo 
Somt3 me hir ladies will not on hem rowc 
Somtyme, yif that jelosyo hit laiewe. 
They mighten lightly leye hir heed to 
borowe , 20^ 

Somtyme on^yous folke vith timges 
horowo 

Depravon hem , alas ! w horn may thtj. 
plese ? 

But he bo fals, no lover hath his ese 
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But what availeth suche a long sermoun 
Of aventures of lov6, up and doun ? 210 

I wol returne and spoken of my peyne , 
The point is this of my destmccioun, 

My nghte lady, my salvacioun, 

Is in affray, and not to whom to pleyne 
O herte swete, O lady sovereyne ’ 21*; 

For your disese, wel oghte I swoune and 
Bwelte, 

Thogh I non other harm ne drcde felte 

Instahility of Happiness 
^ To what fyn made the gf)d that sit so 
hyoy 

Benethcn him, love other companye. 

And streyneth folk to love, malgro hir 
hede ? 220 

And then hir joye, for oght I can espye, 
Ne lasteth not the twinkeling of an ye. 
And somme han never joye til they he 
dede 

What meneth this ? what is this misti- 
hede ? 

Wherto constrejmeth he his folk so faste 
Thing to desyre, but hit shulde laste ? 226 
And thogh he made a lover love a thing, 
Andmaketh hit seme stedfast and during. 
Yet putteth he in hit such misaventure, 
That reste ms ther noon in his yeving 230 
And that is wonder, that so just a king 
Doth such hardnesse to his creature 
Thus, whether love breke or elles dure, 
Algates he that hath with love to done 
Hath ofter wo then changed is the mone 
Hit semeth he hath to lovers enmite, 236 
And lyk a fissher, as men alday may see, 
Baiteth his angle-hook with som ples- 
aunce, j 

Til mony a fish is wood til that he he 239 j 
Sesed ther-with , and then at erst hath he j 
A 1 his desyr, and ther-with al mis- 
chaunce , 

And thogh the lyne breke, he hath 
penaunce , 

For with the hoke he wounded is so sore. 
That he his wages hath for ever-more 

1 

The Brooch of Thebes 

^ The broche of Thebes was of suche a 
kinde, 245 

So fal of rubies and of stones Inde, 


That every wight, that sette on hit an 

ye, 

He wende anon to worthe out of his 
minde , 

So sore the beaute wolde his herte binde, 
Til he hit hadde, him thoghte he moste 
dye , 3^0 

And whan that hit was his, than shulde 
he drye 

Such wo for drede, ay whyl that he hit 
hadde. 

That welnigh for the fere he shulde 
madde 

And whan hit was fio his possessioun. 
Than had he double wo and passioun 255 
For he so fair a tresor had forgo , 

But yet tins broche, as in conclusioun. 
Was not the cause of this confusioun , 
But he that wroghte hit enfortuned hit 
so. 

That every wight that had hit shuld 
have wo , 260 

And therfor in the worcher was the vyce, 
And in the covetour that was so nyce 

So fareth hit by lovers and by me , 

For thogh my lady have so gret beautt**, 
That I was mad til I had gete hir 
grace, 265 

She was not cause of myn adversitee. 

But he that wroghte hir, also mot I 
thee, 

That putte suche a beaute in hir face. 
That made me to covote and purchace 
Myn owne deth , him wyte I that I 
dye, 270 

And myn unwit, that ever I clomb so 
hye 

An Appeal for Sympathy 

IT But to yow, hardy knightes of renoun, 
Sin that ye be of my dmsioun, 

Al be I not worthy f so grete a name. 
Yet, seyn these olerkes, I am your pa- 
troun , 275 

Ther-for ye oghte have som compassioun 
Of my disese, and take it noght a-game 
The proudest of yow may be mad ful 
tame , 

Wherfor I prey yow, of your gentilesse, 
That ye oompleyne for myn hevinesse 28a 
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And ye, my ladies, that ben trewe and 
stable, 

By way of kmde, ye ogliten to bo able 
To have pite of folk that be in pe3me 
Kow have ye canse to clothe yow in sable , 
Sith that your empence, the honorable, 
Is desolat, wel oghte ye to pleyne , 286 
Now shuld your holy teres falle and 
leyne 

Alas ’ your honour and your empence. 
Nigh deed for drede, ne can hir not 
chevise 


Compleyneth eek, ye lovers, al in-fera, apt* 
For hir that, with unfeyned humble -chere, 
Was ever redy to do yow sooour , 
Compleyneth hir that ever hath had yow 
dere , 

Compleyneth beaute, fredom, andmanere , 
Compleyneth liir that endeth your la- 
bour , 295 

Compleyneth thilke ensample of al 
honour, 

That never dide but al gentilesse , 297 
Kjdheth therfor on hir som kindenesse ’ 


V THE PAELEMENT OF FOULES 


T 7 ie Proem 

The lyf sg short, the craft so long to lerne, 
Th’assay so hard, so sharp the conquering, 
The dredful joye, that alwey slit so yeme, 
Al this mene I by love, that my feling 4 
Astonyeth with his wonderful worching 
So sore y-wis, that whan I on him thmke, 
Nat wot I wel wher that I wake or winko 

h or al bo that I knowe not love in dede, 
Ne wot how that he quytoth folk hir hyre, 
\ et hapjieth me ful of to in bokes rede 10 
Of his miracles, and his cruel yro , 

Tliei rede I wel he wol bo lord and syre, 
I dar not seyn, his strokes been so sore. 
But god save swich a lord ’ I can no 
more 

Of usage, what for luste what for lore, i 
Oil bokes rode I ofte, as I yow toldo 
But wherfor that I speke al this? not yore 
Agon, hit happed mo for to beholde 
Upon a boko, was write with lettres oldo , 
And ther-upon, acorteyn thing to lerne,2o 
The longe day ful fasto I radde and yeiue 

For out of olde feldes, as men seith, 
Cometh al this newe corn fro yeer to yere , 
And out of olde bokes, in good feith, 
Cometh al this newe science that men 
lore 2$ 


But now to purpos as of this matere — 

To rede forth hit gan me so delyte. 

That al the day me thoughte but a lyte 

This book of which I make mencioun. 
Entitled was al thus, as I shal telle, 

‘ Tullius of the dreme of Scipioun ’ , 
Chapitros seven hit haddo, of hevene and 
holle. 

And erthe, and soules that therinne 
dwelle, 

Of whiche, as shortly as I can hit trete, 34 
Of his sentence I wol you seyn the grete 

First telleth hit, whan Scipioun was como 
In Afrik, how he mette Massinisse, 

That him for joye in armes hath y-nome 
Than telleth fhit hir speche and al the 
blisse 

That was betwix. hem, til the day gan 
misse , 40 

And how his auncestre, African so dere, 
Gan in his slepe that night to him appere 

Than telleth hit that, fro a steny place, 
How African hath him Cartage shewed. 
And warned him before of al his grace, 4'? 
And seyde him, what man, lered other 
lewed, 

That loveth comun profit, wel y-thewed. 
He shal unto a blisful place wendet, 

Ther as joye is that last withouten endai 
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Than asked he, if folk that lieer be dede 
Have lyf and dwellingin another place , 
And African seyde, ‘ ye, withonte drede,’ 
And that our present worldes lyves space 
Nis but a maner deth, what wey we trace, 
And rightful folk shal go, after they dye. 
To heven , and shewed him the galaxye «;6 

Than shewed he him the litel orthe, that 
heer is, 

At regard of the hevenes quantite , 

And after shewed he him the nyne speros. 
And after that the melodj e horde he 6o 
That cometh of thilke speies thryes three, 
That Welle is of musyke and melody e 
In this world heer, and cause of armonye 

Than bad he him, sin erthe v as so lyte, 
And fal of torment and of harde grace, 6^ 
That he ne shulde him in the world 
delyte 

Than toldo ho him, in certeyn yeres space, 
That every sterro shulde (ome into his 
place 

Ther hit was first , and al shulde out of 
minde 69 

That in this worlde is don of al mankinde 

Than praydo him Scipioun to telle him al 
The wey to come un-to that hevene blisse , 
And he seyde, ‘ know thv-self first im- 
mortal. 

And loke ay besily thou werke and w isse 
To comun profit, and thou shalt nat misse 
To comen swiftly to that place dere, 76 
That fill of blisse is and of soules clere 

But brokers of the lawe, soth to seyne, 
And lecherous folk, after that they bo 
dede, 79 

Shul alwey whirle aboute th’erthe in peyne. 
Til many a world be passed, out of drede. 
And than, for-yeven alle hir wikked dede, 
Than shul they come unto that blisful 
place, 

To which to comen god thee sende his 
grace ’ ’ — 

The day gan fallen, and the derke night. 
That reveth bestes from hir besinesse, 86 
Berafte me my book for lakke of light. 
And to my bedde I gan me for to dresse, 
Fulfild of thought and besy hevinesse , 


For botlio I hadde thing which that I 
nolde, 90 

And eek I no hadde that thing that I 
wolde 

But fynally my spirit, at the laste, 
For-wery of my labour al the day , 

Took rest, that made mo to slepo faste. 
And in mj slepo I metto, as I lay, 95 
How African, right in that selfe arny 
That Scipioun him saw before that 
tyde. 

Was comen, and stood right at my bed d 03 
syde 

The wery hunter, slepingo in lii*^ bod, 

To wode ayein his minde goth anoon , 100 
The juge dremoth how his plecs ben 
sped , 

The carter dremeth how his cartes goon , 
The riche, of gold , the knight fight with 
his foon, 

The seke mot he drinkoth of the tonne , 
The lo\ er met ho hath hislady wonne 105 

Can I nat soyn if that the cause w ere 
For I had red of African boforn, 

That made mo to mete that he stood 
there , 

But thus seyde he, ‘ thou hast thee so 
wel born 

In loking of myn olde book to-torn, no 
Of which Macrobie roghte nat a lyte. 
That somdel of thy labour wolde I 
quyto ’ ’ — 

Citherea ’ thou blisful lady swete. 

That with thy fyr-brand dauntost whom 
thee lest, 

And madest me this sweven for to mete, 
Be thou my help in this, for thou may st 
best , 116 

As wisly as I saw thee north-north-west, 
When I began my sweven for to wryte, 
So yif me might to ryme hit and endyte ’ 

TJie Story 

This forseid African me hente anoon, 120 
And forth with him unto a gate broghte 
Right of a parke, walled with grene stoon, 
And over the gate, with lettres large 
y-wroghte, 

Ther weren vers y-writen, as me thoghte, 
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On eyther halfe, of ful gret difference, 125 
Of which I shal yow sey the pleyn sen- 
tence 

‘ Thorgh me men goon in-to that blisful 
place 

Of hertes hele and dedly woundes cure , 
Thorgh mo men goon unto the welle of 
Grace, 

Ther grene and lusty May shal ever 
endure , 130 

This IS the wey to al good aventure , 

Bo glad, thou reder, and thy sorwe of- 
caste, 

Al open am I , passe in, and hy the 
faste ’ ’ 

‘ Thorgh me men goon,’ than spak that 
other syde, 

‘ Unto the mortal strokes of the spere, 13s; 
Of which Disdayn and Daungei is the 
gytie, 

Ther tree shal never fruit ne leves here 
This stieem you ledeth to the sorwful 
were, 

Ther as the fish in prison is al drye , 
Th’eschewing is only the remedye ’ 140 

Thisovers of gold and blak v writen were, 
The w hiche I gan a stounde to beholde, 
For with that oon encresed ay my fere, 
And with that other gan myn herte bolde , 
That oon me hotte, that other did mo 
colde, J45 

No wit had I, for orrour, for to chese, 

To entre or flee, 01 me to save or lese 

Right as, betwixen adamauntes two 
Of even might, a pece of iron y-set, 149 
That hath no might to move to ne fro — • 
For what that on may hale, that other 
lot — 

Ferde I, that niste whether me was bet, 
To entre or leve, til African my gyde 
Me hente, and shoof in at the gates 
wyde, 

And seyde, ‘ hit stondeth writen in thy 
face, I*)? 

Thyn errour, though thou telle it not to 
me , 

But dred theo nat to come in-to this 
place, 


For this wryting is no-thing ment by 
theo, 

Ne by noon, but he Loves servant be , 

For thou of love hast lost thy tast, I 
gesse, 160 

As seek man hath of swete and bitter- 
nesse 

But natheles, al-though that thou be 
dullo, 

Yit that thou canst not do, yit mayst 
thou see , 

For many a man that may not stonde 
a pulle, 

Yit Ijketh him at the wrastling for 

to be, 1 6s 

And demeth yit wher he do bet or he , 
And if thou haddest cunning for t’endyte, 
I shal thee shewen mater of to wryte ’ 

With that mykond in his ho took anoon. 
Of which I comfort caughte, and wente 

in faste , 170 

But lord ’ so I was glad and wel begoon ’ 
For over-al, wher that I myn eyen caste, 
Were tre6s clad with leves that ay shal 
laste, 

Eche in his kinde, of colour fresh and 
grene 

As emeraude, that joye was to sene 175 

The bilder 00k, and eek the hardy asshe , 
The piler elm, the cofre unto carcyne , 
The boxtreo pipei , holm to whippes 
lasshe , 

Tlie sailing firr , the cipres, deth to 
pleyne , 179 

The sheter ew, the asp for shaftes pleyne , 
The olyve of pees, and eek the drunken 
vyme. 

The victor palm, the laurer to devyne 

A garden saw T, ful of blosmy bowes, 
Upon a river, in a grene mede, 184 

Ther as th it swetnesse e\ermore y-now is, 
With floures why to, blewe, yelowe, and 
rede , 

And colde welle-stremes, no-thing dede, 
That swommen ful of smale fisshes lighte, 
Withfinnes rede and scales silver-brighte. 

On every bough the briddes horde I singe. 
With voys of aungel in hir armonye, 191 
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Som begyed hem liir briddes forth to 
bringe , 

The litel conyes to hir pley gnnne hye, 
And further al abonte I gan espye 
The dredful roo, the buk, the hert and 
hmde, lO*; 

Squerels, and bestes smale of gentilkmde 

Of instruments of strenges in acord 
Herde I so pleye a ravisshing swetnesse, 
That god, that maker is of al and lord, 
Ne herde never better, as I gesse , 2(X) 

Therwith a wind, unnethe hit might be 
lesse, 

Made in the leves grene a noise softe 
Acordant to the foules songe on-lofte 

The air of that place so attempre was 
That never was gre\aunce of hoot ne 
cold , 2015 

Ther wex eek every holsom spyce and 
gras, 

Ke no man may ther wexe seek ne old , 
Yet was ther joye more a thousand fold 
Then man can telle , ne never wolde it 
nighte. 

But ay clecr day to any mannes sighte 

Under a tree, bcsyde a welle, I say 21 1 
Cupyde our lord his arwes forge and fyle , 
And at his fete his bowe al redy lay, 

And wel his doghter tempred al the whyle 
The hedes in the welle, and with hir 
wyle 215 

<^he couched hem after as they shulde 
serve, 

Som for to slee, and som to wounde and 
kerve 

Tho was I war of Plesaunce anon-right. 
And of Aray, and Lust, and Curtesye , 
And of the Craft that can and hath the 
might 220 

To doon by force a wight to do folye — 
Disfigurat was she, I ml not lye , 

And by him-self, under an oke, I gesse, 
Sawe I Delyt, that stood with Gentil- 
uesse 

I saw Beautee, withouten any atyr, 225 
And Youthe, ful of game and lolyte, 
Fool'hardmesse, Flatery, and Desyr, 
Ifei^sagerye, and Mede, and other three — 
Hir names shnl noght here be told for me — 


And upon pilers grete of jasper longe 230 
I saw a temple of bras y-founded stronge 

Aboute the temple daunceden alway 
Wommen y-nowe, of whiche somme ther 
were 

Faire of hem-self, and somme of hem 
were gay , 

In kirtels, al disslievele, wente they 
there — 231; 

That was hir office alwey, yeer by yere — 
And on the temple, of doves whyte and 
faire 

Saw I sittingo many a hundred paire 

Before the temple-dore ful soberly 
Dame Pees sat, with a curteyn in hir 
hond 240 

And hir besyde, wonder discretly. 

Dame Pacience sitting ther I fond 
With face pale, upon an hille of sond , 
And alder-next, within and eek with- 
011 te, 244 

Behest and Art, and of hir folke a route. 

Within tho temple, of syghes hote as fyr 
I herde a swogh that gan aboute renne , 
Which syghes were engendred with desyr, 
That maden every autor for to brenne 
Of newe flaume , and wel aspyed I thenne 
That al the cause of sorwes that they 
drye 251 

Com of the hitter goddesse Jalousye 

The god Pnapus saw I, as I wente, 
Within the temple, in soverayn place 
stonde, 

In Bwich aray as whan the asse him 
shente 

With cryo by night, and with his ceptre 
m honde , 

Pul besily men gunne assaye and fonde 
Upon his hede to sette, of sondry hewe, 
Oarlondes ful of fresslie floures newe 

And in a privee comer, in disporte, 260 
Fond I Venus and hir porter Riohesse, 
That was ful noble and hauteyn of hir 
porte , 

Derk was that place, but afterward light- 
nesse 

I saw a lyte, unnethe hit might be lesse. 
And on a bed of golde she lay to reste, 263 
Til that the hote sonne gan to weste 
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Hir gilto heres with a golden threde 
Y-bounden were, untressed as she lay, 
And naked fro the hreste unto the hede 
Men might hir see , and, sothly for to 
say, 270 

The roinonant wel kevered to my pay 
Right with a subtil kerclief of Valence, 
Ther was no thikker cloth of no de- 
fence 

The place yaf a thousand savours swote. 
And Bachus, god of wyn, sat hir besydc. 
And Ceres next, that doth of hunger 
bote , 276 

And, as I seide, amiddes lay Ciiiryde, 

To whom on knees two yonge folkes 
crydo 

To ben hir help , but thus T loot hir lye. 
And farther in the temple 1 gan espye 

That, in dispyte of Diane the chaste, 281 
Ful many a bowo y broke lung on the 
wal 

Of maydens, suche as gunne hir tymes 
waste 

In hir servysc , and peynted over al 
Of many a story, of which I touche shal 
A fewe, as of Calixte and Athalaunte, 286 
And many a mayde, of which the name I 
wanto , 

Semyramus, Candace, and Ercules, 

Biblis, Dido, Tisbo and Piramus, 
Tristram, Isoude, Paris, and Achilles, 290 
Eleyne, Cleopatre, and Troilus, 

Silla, and cek the modor of Romulus — 
Alio these wore peynted on that other 
syde. 

And al hir love, and in what plyte they 
dyde 

Wlian I was come ayen into the place 29'^ 
That I of spak, that was so swote and 
grene, 

Forth welk 1 tho, my-selven to solace 
Tho was I war wher that ther sat a 
quene 

That, as of light the somer-sonue shone 
Passeth the sterre, right so over mesure 
She fairer was than any creature 301 

And in a launde, upon an hille of floures, 
Was set this noble goddesse Nature , 
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Of braunchcs were hir halles and hir 
boures, 

Y-wrought after hir craft and hir mesure , 
Ne ther nas foul that cometh of en- 
gendrure, 306 

That they no wore prest m hir presence, 
To take hir doom and yeve hir audience 

J or this was on seynt Valentynes day. 
Whan every foul cometh ther to chese 
his make, 310 

Of every kinde, that men thenke may , 
And that so huge a noy&e gan they 
make, 

That erthe and see, and tree, and every 
lake 

So ful was, that unnethe was ther space 
For me to stonde, so ful was al the place 

And right as Aleyn, in the Pleynt of 
Kinde, 316 

Devyseth Nature of aray and face, 

In swich aray men mi^te[n] hir ther 
finde 

Tins noble emperesse, ful of grace. 

Bad every foul to take his owne place, 320 
As they were wont alwey fro yeer to 
yere, 

Seynt Valentynes daj , to stonden there. 

That is to sey, the foules of ravyne 
Were hyest set , and than the foules 
smale. 

That eten as hem nature wolde enolyne. 
As worm, or thing of "whiche I telle no 
tale , 326 

But water-foul sat lowest in the dale , 
And foul that li> eth by seed sat on the 
grene. 

And that so fele, that wonder was to 
sene 

Ther mighte men the royal egle finde, 
That with his sharpe look perceth the 
sonne , 33» 

And other egles of a lower kinde, 

Of which that clerkes wel devysen conne 
Ther was the tjuraunt with his fethres 
donne 

And greye, I mene the goshauk, that 
doth pyne 335 

To briddea for hia outrageous ravyne 

3 
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The gentil fancon, that with his feet 
distreynoth 

The kinges hond , the hardy sperhank 
eke, 

The quayles foo , tlie mei lion that pe^neth 
Him-self ftil ofte, the larke lor to seke , 
Ther was the douve, with hir eyen 
meke , 34 > 

The jalous swan, ayens his deth that 
singetli , 

The oule eek, that of dethe the bode 
hringeth , 

The crane the gcannt, with his trompcs 
soune , 

The theef, the chogh , and cek the jang- 
lingpye, 343 

The scorning jay , the eles foo, the 
heroiine , 

The false lapwing, ful of trecheiye , 

The stare, that the connsejl cm bewrve , 
The tame ruddok , and the coward k>to , 
The cok, that orloge is of thorpes lyte , 350 

The sparow, Venus sone , the nightin- 
gale. 

That clepeth forth the fresshe loves newe , 
The swalow , mordrer of the flyCs smalo 
That maken hony of flourcs Iresslio of 
hewe , j 

The wedded turtel, with hir lierte trewe , | 
The pecok, with his aungcls Icthrf s I 
brighte , 

The fesaunt, scorner of the cok by nightc , I 

The wakcr goes , the cukkow ever un- ' 
kindc , 

The popinjay, ful of dclira«!3 ( , 

The drake, stro^cr of lus owiic kinde , j 

The stork, the wreher of avoutcr^f , 

The hole cormcraunt of glotou yi , 

The raven wys, the crow w th vois of 
care , 

The throstel olde , the frosty f( Idefarc 

What shuldo I Sf yn ^ of hmles every 
kmde 

That in this workle li in fethres and { 
stature, ' 

Men mighten in tliat place assembled 
finde 

Before the noble goddesse Nature 
And everich of hem did his besy cure 


Benignely to chese or for to take, 370 
By hir acord, his formel or his make 

But to the pojnt — Nature held on hir 
honde 

A formtl eglo, of sliap the gcntiloste 
That evei she among hir werkes fondo. 
The most benigne and the goodliesto , 

In hir was every vertu at his reste, 376 
So ferforth, that Nature hir self 1 id 
blisse 

To loke on liir, and ofte hii bek to kisso 

Nature, the vicaire of th’almyghty lorde, 
That hoot, cold, lievy, light, [and] moist 
anddre^e 3S0 

Hath knit by even noumbre of acorde, 

In esy vois began to speke and se^ c, 

‘ Foules, tak hede of my sentence, I 
pre>e. 

And, for joiir ese, in furthei mg of your 
nede, 3S4 

As faste as I may speke, I wol mo spedo 

Ye know wel how, sf vnt Valentynes day, 
By my statut and thiough my go\cr- 
naunce. 

Ye come for to chese — and flee your way — 
Your makes, as I prik yow with plesaunoo 
But nathelcs, my rightful ordenaunco 390 
May I not letc, for al this woi Id to wmne, 
That he that most is woithy slial beginne. 

Tlio tercel egle, as that ye knowen wel, 
The foul loyal above yow in d(gn.t, 

The wy^o and worthy, sccice, tiowe as 
Btel, 3‘J‘) 

The which I -j formed have, as 5 0 may see, 
In every jjart as hit best lykctli me, 

Hit nedeth noght his shap \ow to devj so. 
He shal first chese and sirckcn in his 

And after him, by order sliul yo chese, 400 
A^r your kindt, e\cneh as yow lyketh, 

I And, as youi hap is, shul yo wmne or 
lese , 

But which of } ow th it love most cn- 
tryketh, 

God sendo lum hir that sorest for him 
syketh ’ 

And therw th-al the tercel gan she callo. 
And seyde, ‘ my sone, the choys is to 
thee falle 406 
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But nathelos, in this condioioun 
Mot be the choys of everioh that is hero, 
That she agree to his eloccioun, 409 

Who-so he be that shulde been Inr fere , 
This lb our usage alwey, fro yeer to yere , 
And who BO may at this time have his 
grace, 

111 blistul tymo lie com in-to this jilace * 

With hod enclyned and with ful humble 
chere 

This royal tercel spak and taried nought , 

‘ Unto my soveroyn lady, and noglit my 
tere, 416 

I chese, and chese with wille and horte 
and thought, 

The form cl on your hond so wel y- 
wr ought, 

VtTios I am al iiid e^cr wol hir ser\o. 

Do what hir list, to do me live or sterve 

Beseching liir of mercy and of grace, 421 
As she that is my 1 idv so\ ere^ rie , 

Or lot me d>o xiresont in this jdace 
For cortes, long may I not live in peyne , 
For in inyn lierte is corven evcrj \eyne , 
Ha\ingreward[aljonly to my trouthe, 42O 
My dero hcrto, have on mj wo som 
rout he 

Al d it that I to Inr be foundo untrow e, 
Disobov saunt, or willul neghgont, 
A\auntoui, or in jiroces love a newe, 430 
1 1)1 aj to jou this bo my lugoment, 

Tliat with these foulcs 1 bo al to lent, 
That like day that ever she mo hndo 
To hii untrewe, 01 in niy gilto uukmde 

And sin that n(H)n loveth hir so wel as I, 
Al 1)0 she no\ei of hno mo hchotto, 4^6 
Than oghte she bo myn thourgh liir 
mcic\, j 

Foi othoi bond can I noon on hii knotte 
Toi iic\ti, foi no wo, no shal I lotto 430 
I o soi\cu liii, how ter so that she wonde , 
be3 whit jow ]ist, my tale is at an endo ’ 

Right as the fressho, rode loso newe 
A>eii the sonior-bonne coloiiied is, ^ 

Right so tor shame al wcxoii gan the 
liewo I 

Ot this foi mol, w hail she horde al this , j 
She noythei answer do ‘wil, ue soydo 1 
aims 446 j 
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So sore abasshod was she, til that Nature 
Seyde, ‘ doghter, drede yow noght, I yow 
assure " 

Another tercel egle spak anoon 
Ot lower kinde, and soyde, ‘ that shal 
not be , 45U 

I love hir bet than ye do, hy seynt John, 
Or atte leste I love hir as wel as ye , 

And longer have ser\ ed hir, m my degree, 
And it she shulde ha\e loied for long 
loi mg, 454 

To mo allone had been the guerdoning 

I dar eek seye, if she mo finde fals, 
Ijnkinde, jangler, or rebel any w\se, 

Or jalous, do me hongen by the hals ^ 
And but I here me in liir serv^se 
As wel as that my wit can me sutFyse, 460 
Fro poynt to poynt, hir honour for to 
sai e, 

Tak she my Ijd”, and al the good I have ^ 

The thndde tercel egle answerde tho, 
‘Now, sirs, je seen the litel leyser here , 
For ev ory toul c rj cth out to been a-go 465 
Forth with his make, or with his lady 
dero , 

And eok Natuie hir self ne wol nought 
here, 

For t iiy mg here, noght half that I wolde 
seve , 

And but I spoke, I mot for sorwe deve. 

Of long Borvvse a\ aunte I mo no-thing, 
But as possible is me to dye to-dav 471 
For wo, as ho that hath ben languisshmg 
Thise tw onty w inter, and w el happen may 
man may seri on bet and more to j)ay 
In half a i ei e, al-though hit w ere no more. 
Than som man doth that hath seived ful 
yoio 47<> 

I ne say not this bi mo, for I ne can 
Do no sti iTse that may my ladj plese , 
But I dax soyn, I am hir trewest man 
As to mj dome, and teynest wolde hir ese , 
At shoi te wordes, til that doth me sese, 481 
I wol ben hires, w bother I wake or w mke, 
And tiewe lu al that lierto may bothinkc. 

Of al my lyf, sm that day I was born, 

So gentil idee in love or other thing 4S5 
Ne horde nov er no man me befoin, 

5 
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Who [so] that hadde leyser and cunning 
For to reherse hir chore and hir speking , 
And from the morwe gan this speche laste 
Til dounwarddrowthe sonno wonder faste 

The noyse of fonles for to hen delivered 491 
So loude rong, ‘ have doon and let us 
wende ’ ’ 

That wel wende I the wodo had al to- 
shivered 

* Come of ’ ’ they cryde, ‘ alias ’ j 0 w il us 

shende ’ 

Whan shal your cursed pledmg have an 
ende ? 405 

How shulde a juge eythor party levc, 

For yee or nay, with-outen any preve ? ’ 

The goos, the cokkow, and the doke also 
So cryden ‘ kek, kek ' ' ‘ kukkow * ' ‘ quek, 
quek * ^ hyc, 

That thorgh myn eresthe noyse wente tho 
The goos seyde, ‘ al this ms not worth a 
flye ’ 501 

But I can shape hereof a remedye, 

And I wol sey my vcrdit faire and swythe 
For water-foul, who-so he wrooth or 
hlythe ^ 

*And I for worm-foul,' seyde tho fool 
cukkow, 505 

* For I wol, of myn owno auctoritt, 

For comune spedc, take the charge now, 
For to delivere us is gret chariti ' 

‘ Ye may ahyde a whyle yet, pardo ’ ' 
Seide the turtel, ‘ if hit he your wille *510 
A wight may speke, him were as good he 
stille 

I am a seed-foul, oon the unworthieste. 
That wot I wel, and litel of kunninge , 
But het IS that a wightes tonge reste 
Than entremeten him of such doinge 515 
Of which he neyther rede can nor singe 
And who-so doth, ful foule himself acloy- 
eth, 

For ofS.ce uncommitted ofte anoyeth ' 

Nature, which that alway had an ere 
To murmour of the lewednes hehinde, 520 
With facound voys seide, ‘hold your 
tonges there ’ 

And I shal sone, I hope, a counseyl Unde 
You to delivere, and fro this noyse un- 
hmde, 


I juge, of every folk men shal oon calle 
To se3m the verdit for you foules alle '525 

Assented were to this conclusioun 
The hriddcs alle , and foules of ravyne 
Han chosen first, by pleyn eloccioun. 

The tercelet ot the faucon, to diffyne 529 
Al hir sentence, and as him list, termyne , 
And to Nature him gonnen to prescnto, 
And she accepteth him with glad entente 

Tho tercelet seide than in this manere 
‘ Ful hard were hit to prove hit by resoun 
Who loveth best this gentil formel here , 
For evench hath swich replicacioun, 5^6 
That noon by skilles may bo broght 
a-doun , 

I can not seen that arguments ava>le , 
Than someth hit ther moste be bataylo ' 

‘ Al redy ’ ' quod these ogles tercels tho 
‘ Nay, sirs ’ ' quod he, ‘ if that I dorste it 
seye, 541 

Ye doon mo wrong, my tale is not y-do ' 
For sirs, ne taketh noght a gref, I preye, 
It may noght gon, as yo wolde, in this 
weye, 

Cure is tho voys that han the charge in 
honde, ^45 

And to tho jugos dome yo inoten stondo , 

And thorfor pees ’ I seye, as to my wit. 
Me wolde thinke how that the worthiest© 
Of kmghthodo, and longest hath used hit, 
Most© of estat, of blode the gentileste, ^<50 
Were sittingest for hir, if that hir lesto , 
And of those three she wot hir-self, Itrowe, 
Winch that he be, for hit is light to 
knowe ’ 

The water-foules han her hedes leyd 
Togeder, and of short avysement, 555 

Whan everioh had his large golee seyd, 
They seyden sothly, al by oon assent. 

How that ‘ the goos, with hir facounde 
gent. 

That so desyreth to pronounce our node, 
Shal telle our tale,' and preyde ‘ god hir 
sped© ' 560 

And for these water-foules tho began 
The goos to spoke, and in hir cakolinge 
She seyde, ‘ pees ’ now tak kepe every 
man, 
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And herkenetli winch a reson I shal 
bringe , 

My wit 18 sharp, I love no taryinge , ^65 

I soye, I rode him, though he wore my 
brother, 

But she wol love him, lat him lo\e 
another ’ ' 

‘ Lo here ’ a parfit reson of a goos ’ ' 
Quod the sperhauk , ‘ never mot she thee ’ 
Lo, swich hit is to have a tonge loos ’ <>70 
Now parde, fool, ;yct were hit bet for 
thee 

Have holde thy pees, than shewed thy 
nyc^'te ’ 

Hit lyth not in his wit nor in his wille, 
But sooth IS scyd, “ a fool can noght be 
stille ” * 

The laughter aroos of gentil foules alle, 
And right anoon the seed-foul chosen 
hadde <176 

The turtel trewe, and gunne hir to hem 
calle, 

And pieydon hir to seye the sothe sadde 
Of thismatere, and asked what she radde , 
And she answeide, that pleynly hir en- 
tente *;8o 

She wolde shewe, and sothly what she 
mente 

‘Nay, godforbede alovcrshuldechaunge ’ ^ 
The turtel seyde, and wex for shame al 
rood , 

‘ Thogh that his lady cver-more be 
straungo, 584 

Yet let him serve hir ever, til he be deed , 
For sothe, I prej se noght the gooses reed , 
For thogh she deyed, I wolde non other 
make, 

I wol ben hires, til that tlie doth me take ^ 

‘ Wei bourded ' ' quod the doko, ‘ by my 
hat ’ S89 

That men shuldo alwoy loven, causoles, 
"V^Tiio can a reson finde or wit in that ? 
Daunoeth he mury that is mirtheles ? 
Who shulde reecho of that is reccheles ? 
Ye, quek ! * yit quod the doko, ful wol and 
faire, 

‘There been mo sterres, god wot, than a 
paire ’ ' 595 


‘ Now fy, cherl * ' quod the gentil teroelet, 
‘Out of the dunghil 00m that word fnl 
right. 

Thou canst noght see which thing is wel 
be-set 

Thou farest by love as oules doon by light, 
The day hem blent, ful wel they see by 
night , 600 

Tliy kind is of so lowe a wrechednesse. 
That what love is, thou canst nat see ne 
gesse ' 

Tho gan the cukkow putte him forth in 
prees 

For foul that eteth worm, and seide blyve, 
‘ So 1 / quod he, ‘ may have my make in 
pees, 605 

I recche not how longe that ye stiyve , 
Lat ech of hem be sole3m al hir ly\e. 

This IS my reed, sin they may not acorde , 
This shorte lesson nedeth noght recorde ' 

‘ Ye ♦ have the glotoun fild ynogh his 
paunche, 610 

Than are we wel ' ' seyde the merlioun , 

‘ Thou mordror of the heysugge on the 
braunche 

That broghte thee forth, thou frewthelees 
glotoun ’ 

Live thou soleyn, wormes corrupcioun ’ 
For no fors is of lakko of thy nature , 615 
Go, lewed be thou, wh^l the world may 
dure ’ * 

‘ Now pees, quod Nature, ‘ I comaunde 
here , 

For I have herd al your opinioun, 

And in effect yet be w o never the nere , 
But fynally, this is my conclusioun, 620 
That she hir self shal han the elecoiotin 
Of whom hir list, who-so be wrooth or 
blytho, 

Him that she choest, he shal hir have as 
swythe 

For sitli hit may not here discussed be 
Who lovoth hii best, as seide the tercelet, 
Than wol I doon hir this favour, that 
she 626 

Shal have right him on whom hir herte 
IS set. 

And he hir that his herte hath on hir 
knet 
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This juge I, Nature, for I may not ly6 , Fro yow this y eer , what after so liefalle, 


To noon estat I have non other yfe 6^0 

But as for counseyl for to chese a make, 
If hit were reson, certcs, than wolde I 
Counseylo yow the i oyal tercel take, 

As seide the tercolet ful skilfully, 

As for the gentilest and most worth-y, 6^^ 
Which I have wroght so wel to my ples- 
aunce , 

That to yow oghto been a suffisaunco ' 

With drodful vois the formel hir an- 
swerde, 

‘ My rightful lady, goddesso of Nature, 
Soth IS that I am ever under your yeido, 
Lyk as is evonche other creature, 641 
And moot bo youres whyl my lyf may 
dure , 

And therfor graunteth me ray firste hone. 
And mjni entente I wol jow sej right 
sore ’ 

* I graunte it you, quod she , and right 

anoon 645 

This formel cgle spak m this degree, 

* Almight}^ queno, unto this yeer be doon 
I aske respit for to avysen me 

And after that to ha-ve my choys al 
free , 

This al and som, that I wolde speke and 
seye , 650 

Yegete no more, al-though 3 e do mo deye 


This entremes is dressed for you alle ’ 665 

And whan this werk al broght was to an 
ende. 

To every foule N itrre yaf his make 
I By even acorde, and on hir uey they 
wende 

A ’ lord * the blisse and joye that they 
I make ’ 669 

' For ech of hem gan otliei in winges take, 

I And with hir nekkes ech gan other winde. 
Thanking alwey the noble goddosse of 
j kinde 

But first were chosen foul os for to smge, 

' As yeer by 3 ere was alwey hii usaunco 
To singe a roundel at hir departing( , 675 
1 To do Nature honour and plesaunco 
The note, I trowe, make d was in Fr innco , 
The wordes were swich as ye nli^ heer 

I finde, 

The noxte \ers, as I now lia\o in mmde 

I Qut hien atm'’ a tard ouhhe 

‘Now wclcom somer, with th3 sonne 
I softe, 680 

Tliat hast this wintres woders over-shake. 
And driven awty the longo nightes blake ' 

' Seynt Valentyn, that art ful hy on- 
I lofte , — 

, Thus singen sraale foules for thy s ike — 

I Noll ivelcmn sotnrr, tctlh thy sonne wfk, OS5 


I wol noght ser\en Venus ne Cup^^de 
For sothe as y et, by no manere wey ' 

‘ Now sin it may non other wyse betyde,' 
Quod tho Nature, ‘ here is no more to 
sey , 6*5^ 

Than wolde I that these foules were a wey 
Ech with his make, for tarying lenger 
here ^ — I 

And seyde hem thus, as ye shul after here ' 

‘To you speke I, ye tercelets,' quod | 
Nature, 1 

‘Beth of good herte and serveth, alio ' 

three , 660 j 

A yeer is not so longe to endure, 

And ech of yow peyno him, in his degree, , 
J^Or to do wel , for, god wot, quit is she | 


That hast this win*re 8 iiedcrs over-shake 

Wel hnn they cause for to gladen ofto, 
Sith ech of hem ieco\ ered hath his make , 
Ful blisful may they singen whan they 
wake , 

Now mlcom somer ^ mth thy sonne softe, 690 
TTiat hast this mntres iiedcrs oier shake, 
And dnven aivey the longe nightes blake ’ 

And with the showting, whan hir song 
was do. 

That foules maden at hir flight a-way, 

I wook, and other bokes took me to 695 
To rede upon, and yet I redo alway , 

I hope, y-wis, to rede so som day 
That I shal mete som thing for to fare 698 
The bet , and thus to rede I nil not spore. 
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VI A COMPLEINT TO HIS LADY 

I Now sothly, wliat she liiglit I wol re- 


I (In aeven'line stanzas ) 

The longe niglif, wlian overy creature 
Slnilde have liir rest in somwhat, as by 
hmde, 

Or cUes ne may hir lyf nat long endure, 
Hit falleth most in-to my woful minde 
H<nv I so fer have broght my-self be- 
lunde, 5 

That, sauf the deeth, thor may no-thmg 
mo lissG, 

So desespaired I am from alle blisse 

This same thoglit me lasteth til the 
morwe, 

And from the moi’wo foith til hit bo eve, 

Tin 1 nedetli me no care foi to borwe, 10 
For bothe I have good leyser and good 
leve , 

Thcr IS no v, ight that wol me wo bercve 

To weiie y nogh, and wailen al my fille , 

The sore spark of peyne fdoth me spille 

II (In Tcrza Rtma , imperfect ) 

[fTlio sore spark of peyne doth me spille,] 
Tins Love hath [tek] me set in swich a 
place 16 

That my desyr [he] never wol fulfille , 

For neither inteo, mercy, neither grace 
Cm I nat finde , and 'j'tro my soiwful 
horte, 

Foi to be deed, I can hit nat arace 20 

The more I love, the more she doth me 
smerte , 

Thiough which I soe,with-oute remedye, 
That from the deeth I may no wyse 
asterte , 

[fFoi this day in hir seiMse shal I dje] 

III (In Terza lima , imper/etf ) 

[fThus am I slain, with sorA\es ful dy- 
\ orse , 25 

Ful longe agoon I oghte have taken 
hede] 


! herse , 

I Hir name is Bountee, set in womanhede, 
I Sadnesse in youthe, and Beautee pryde- 

1 lees. 

And Plesaunce, under govemaunce and 
I diede , 30 

I Hir surname eek is Faire Bewthelees, 
j The Wyse, j -knit un-to Good Aventure, 
That, for I love hir, fsleeth me giltelees 
Hir love I best, and shal, whyl I may 
dure, 

Bet than my self an hundred thousand 
deel, 35 

Than al this worldes richesse or crea- 
ture 

Now hath nat Lovb mo bestowed m eel 
j To lov^, ther I never shal have part ? 

I Allas ’ right thus is turned me the wheel, 

Thus am I slaj n with loves fyry dart 40 
I can but lo^e hir best, my swete fo , 
Love hath me taught no more of his art 
But serve alwey, and stiute for no wo 

IV (hi tcn-ltne stanzas ) 

I [With]-in my tiewe careful herte ther is 
So moche wo, and [eek] so litel blis, 45 
That wo IS me that ever I was bore , 
For al that thing which I desyre I mis, 
And al that ever I wolde nat, I-wis, 

That finde I redy to me evermore , 

And of al this I not to m horn me pleyne <50 
For she that mighte me out ot this 
bringe 

Ne reccheth nat whether I wepe or 
singe , 

So litel rowthe hath she upon my peyne 

Allas ’ whan sleping time is, than I wake. 
Whan I shulde daunce, for fere than I 
quolce , ^5 

[fYow rekketh never whor I flete or 
sinke ,] 

[ This hevy lyf I lede for your sake, 

[ Thogh ye ther-of in no wyse hede take, 
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[fFor on my wo yow deyneth not to 
thinke ] ^9 

My hertes lady, and hool my lyves qnene ’ 
For trewly dorste I soye, as that I fele, 
Me semeth that yotir swete herte of stele 
Is whetted now ageynes me to keno 

My dere herte, and best beloved fo, 

Why lyketh yow to do me al this wo, 
■'^^at have I doon that greveth yow, or 
sayd, 

But for I serve and love yow and no mo ? 
And whylst I live, I wol 'fdo ever so , 
And therfor, swete, ne beth nat evil 
apayd 

For so good and so fair as [that] ye bo, 70 
Hit were [a] right gret wonder but ye 
hadde 

Of alle servants, bothe goode and hadde , 
And leest worthy of alle hem, I am he 

But never-the-les, my righte lady swete, 
Thogh that I be unoonning and unmete 7s 
To serve as I best coudo ay youi hy- 
nesse, 

Yit 18 ther fayner noon, that wolde I hetc. 
Than I, to do fyow ese, or elles bete 
What-so I wiste were to fyow distresse 
And hadde I might as good as I have wiUe, 
Than shulde ye fele wher it wer so or 
noon , 8 r 

For fin this worlde living is ther noon 
That fayner wolde your hertes wil fulfille 

For bothe I love, and eek dreed yow so 
sore. 

And algates moot, and have doon yow, 
ful yore, 

That bet loved is noon, no never shal , 
And yit I wolde beseche yow of no more 
But leveth wel, and be nat wrooth ther- 
fore. 

And lat me serve yow forth , lo ’ this 
is al 

For I am nat so hardy ne so wood 90 
For to desire that ye shulde love me , 
For wel I wot, alias ’ that may nat be , 

I am BO litel worthy, and ye so good. 

For ye be oon the worthiest on-lyve, 

And I the most unlykly for to thryve , 95 
Yit, for al this, [now] witeth ye right 
wele, 


That ye ne shul me from your service 
dryve 

That I nil ay, with alle my wittes fyve. 
Serve yow trewly, what wo so that I fele 
For I am set on yow in swich manere kxi 
That, thogh ye never wil upon me rewe, 
I moste yow love, and fever been as 
trewo 

As any can or may on-lyve [liere] 

f The more that I love yow, goodly free. 
The lasse Undo I that ye loven mo , 105 

Allas ’ whan shal that harde wit a- 
mende ? 

Wher 18 now al your wommanly pitee, 
Your gentilesse and your debonairtee, 
Wil ye no thing ther-of upon mo 
spendo ? 

And so hool, swete, as I amyoiires al, no 
And so gret wil as I have yow to serve. 
Now, certes, and ye lete me thus sterve, 
Yit have ye wonne ther-on but a smal 

For, at my knowing, I do fno-thing 
why. 

And this I wol beseche yow hertely, 115 
That, ther over ye findo, whyl ye live, 
A trewer servant to yow than am I, 
Leveth [me] thanne, and sleeth me 
hardely. 

And I my deeth to you wol al forgive 
And if ye Unde no trewer f man than me, 
[Why] will ye suffre than that I thus 
spill e, 121 

And for no manor gilt hut my good 
willo ? 

As good wer thanno untrewe as trewe 
to he 

But I, my lyf and deeth, to yow oheye, 
And with right buxom herte hoolly I 
preye, 125 

As [is] your moste plesurc, so doth by me , 
f Wel lever is me lyken yow and deye 
Than for to any thing or thinke or seye 
That f mighte yow offende in any tyme 
And therfor, swete, rewe on my poynes 
smerte, 130 

And of your grace grantoth me som 
drope , 

For elles may me laste *| blis ne hope, 
Ne f dwellen m my trouble careful herte, 
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VII ANELIDA AND AECITE. 


The Compleynt of feire Anelida 
and falB Arcite 

Proem 

Tiiou fersG god of armes, Mars the rede, 
That in the frosty country called Trace, 
Within thy grisly temple ful of drede 
Honoured art, as patroun of that place * 
With thy Bellona, Pallas, ful of grace, t; 
Be present, and my song continue and 
gye, 

At my beginning thus to thee I orye 

For hit ful depe is sonkon in my minde, 
With pitous herte in English for t’endyte 
This olde stone, m lAtin which I finde, lo 
Of queue Anelida and fals Arcite, 

That elde, which that al can freto and 
byte. 

As hit hath freten mony a noble stone. 
Hath nigh devoured out of our memorie 

Be favorable eek, thou Polymnia, 15 
On Parnaso that, with thy sustres glade, 
By Elicon, not fcr fiom Cirrea, 

Singest with vois memorial in the shade, 
Under the laurer which that may not 
fade, 

And do that I my ship to haven winne , 20 
First folow I Staco, and after him 
Connne 

T?ie Story 

lamque domoa patrtaSf dc , Statu Tliebais, 
xii S19 

Whan Theseus, with worres longe and 
grete. 

The aspre folk of Cithe had ovor*ooine. 
With laurer crouned, in his char gold- 
bete, 

Hoorn to his contre-houSGS is y come , — 25 
For which the peple blisful, al andsomme. 
So cry den, that unto the sterres hit wente, 
And him to honouren dide al hir en- 
tente , — 


I Befom this diik, in signe of hy ^ ictorie. 
The trompes come, and in his baner large 
I The image of Mars, and, in token of 
glorie, 3* 

Men mighten seen of tresor many a 
charge. 

Many a bright helm, and many a spere 
and targe. 

Many a fresh knight, and many a blisful 
route. 

On hors, on fote, in al the felde aboute 35 

Ipolita his wyf, the hardy queue 
Of Cithm, that he conquered hadde, 

With Emelye, hir yonge suster shene, 
Faire in a char of golde he with him ladde, 
That al the ground about© hir char she 
spradde 40 

With brightnesse of the beautee in hir 
face, 

Fulfild of largesse and of alio grace. 

With his triumph e and laurer-crouned 
thus. 

In al the floure of fortunes yevmge, 

Lete I this noble prince Theseus 45 

Toward Athenes in his wey rydinge. 

And found© I wol in shortly for to bringe 
The sly© wey of that I gan to wryte. 

Of queue Anelida and fals Arcite 

Mars, which that through his furious 
course of yre, 50 

The old© wrath of Juno to fulfill©, 

Hath set the peples hertes bothe on fyne 
Of Thebes and Greco, ©verich other to 
kille 

With blody spores, no rested never still©. 
But throng now her, now ther, among 
hem both©, 55 

That everich other slough, so wer they 
wrothe 

For whan Araphiorax and Tydeus, 
Ipomedon, Parthonopee also 
Were dede, and slayn [was] proud Caxo- 
paneus, 
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And whan the wrecchos Thebans, breth- 
eren two, 6o 

Were slayn, and hing Adrastus boom 
a-go, 

So desolat stood Thebes and so bare, 

That no wight coude remedie of his caie 

And whan the olde Creon gan espye 
How that the blood roial was broght 
adoun, 65 

He hold the cite by his tirannye, 

And did the gentils of that regioun 
To been his frendes, and dwellen in the 
toun 

So what for love of him, and what for awe, 
The noble folk wer to the tonne y-drawe 

Among al these, Anelida the quene 71 
Of Ermony was in that toun dwellinge. 
That fairer was then is the sonne shene , 
Through-out the world so gan hir name 
springe. 

That hir to seen had every wight lykinge , 
Por, as of trouthe, is thor noon hir liche, 70 
Of al the women in tins worlde riche 

Yong was this quene, of twenty yoer of 
elde. 

Of midel stature, and of swich fairnesse. 
That nature had a joye hir to beheldo , 80 
And for to speken of hir stedfastnesse. 

She passed hath Penelope and Lucresse, 
And shortly, if she shal be comprehended. 
In hir ne mighte no-thing been amended 

This Theban knight [Arcite] oek, sooth to 
sej n, 85 

Was yong, and ther-with-al a lusty knight. 
But he was double in lo\ e and no-thing 
pleyn, 

And subtil in that crafte over any wight, 
And with his cunning 'wan this lady 
bright , 

For so ferforth he gan hir trouthe assure. 
That she him trust over any creature 91 

What shuld I seyn ? she loved Arcite so. 
That, whan that he was absent any throwe. 
Anon hir thoghte hir herte brast a-two , 
For in hir sight to hir ho bar him Iotv e, 95 
So that she wende ha've al his herte 
y-knowe , 

But he was tals , it nas but feyned chere, 
Ab nedeth not to men such craft to lore | 


But never-tho-les ful mikel besinesse 
Had he, er that he mighte his lady 'winne, 
And swoor he wolde dyen for distresse,ioi 
Or from his wit he seyde he wolde twinne 
Alas, the whyle I tor hit was routhe and 
sinne, 

Tliat she upon his sorowes wolde rewe, 
But no-thing thenketh the fals as doth 
the trewe 105 

Hir fredom fond Arcite in swich manere. 
That al was his that she hath, moche or 
lyte, 

Ne to no creature made she chere 
Fertlier than that hit lyked to Arcite , 
Tlier was no lak with which he mighte 
hir -wryte, no 

She was so ferforth yeven him to plese, 
That al that lyked him, hit did hir ese 

Ther nas to hir no maner lettre y-sent 
That touched love, from any maner 
wight, 

That she ne shewed hit him, er hit was 
brent , 1 15 

So pleyn she was, and did hir fulle might. 
That she nil hyden nothing Irom hir 
knight, 

Lest he of any tin trouthe hir upbi ej de , 
Withouten bode his heste she obeyde 

And eek he made him jelous over here, 120 
That, what that any man had to hir sey d, 
Anoon he wolde preyen hir to swere 
What was that word, or make him evel 
apayd , 

Than Agendo she out of hir wit have brayd , 
But al this nas but sleight and flaterye, 
Withouten love he feyned jelosye 126 

And al this took she so debonerly, 

That al his wille, hir thoghte hit skilftn 
thing, 

And ever the lenger 'j loved him tenderly, 
And did him honour as he were a king 1 30 
Hir herte was wedded to him with a ring , 
So ferforth upon trouthe is hir entente, 
That wher he goth, hir herte with him 
wente 

Whan she shal ete, on him is so hir 
thoght, 134 

That wel unnethe of met© took she keep , 
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Apd whan that sho was to hir reste 
broght, 

On him she thoghte alwey til that sho 
sleep , 

Whan he was absent, prevely sho weep , 
Thus liveth fair Anelida the qneno i^o 
For fals Arcito, that did hir al this tene 

This fals Arcito, of his new-fangelnesse, 
For sho to him so lowly was and trewe, 
Took lesso deyntee for hir stedfastnesso, 
And saw another lady, proud and newe, 
And right anon he claddo him in hir 
hewe — 14“ 

Wot I not whether in whytc, redo, or 
grcne — 

And talsed fair Anelida the queue 

But ncvor-tho-les, grot wonder was hit 
noon 

Thogh he wer fils, for hit is kinde o^* 
man, 149 

Sith Lamek was, that is so longc agooii, 
To been m lo\e as lals as e\Gr he can , 

Ho was the firste fader that began 
To lo\en two, and was 111 bigamye , 

And ho found tentos first, but-it men lye 

This fals Arcito sumwhat mosto ho fejmc, 
Wlian ho wex fils, to covero his tiai- 
torye, 1 

Bight as an hors, that can both byte and 
pleync , 

For he bir hir on hondo of trecherye, 
And swoor ho coudo hir doublenesse 
espyo. 

And al was falsnos that sho tohim monte , 
Thus swoor this theel, and forth his wa\ 
ho wente i( i 

Alas ’ what herto might enduren hit, 

For routhe or wo, hir sorow for to telle ? 
Or what man hath tlio cunning or the 
wit ? 

Or what man might with-in the chambie 
d Welle, 1O5 

If T to him rehorson shal the helle. 

That Buffreth fair Anelida the queue 
For fals Arcite, that did hir al this tene ? 

She wepeth, waileth, swowneth pitoiisly, 
To grounde deed she falleth as a stoon , 
Al orampissheth hir limes crokedly, 171 
She speketh as hir wit were al ogoon , 


Other colour then asshen hath she noon, 
Noon other word j she speketh moche op 
lyto, 

But ‘ mercy, cruel herte myn, Arcite ’’175 

And thus endureth, til that she was so 
mate 

That she ne hath foot on which she may 
susteno , 

But forth languisshingevor in tins estate, 
Of which Arc ite hath nother routhe ne 
tene , 

His herte was elles-where, newe and 
grene, i?o 

That on hir wo ne deyneth linn not to 
think e, 

Him rekketh never wher she flete or 
sinke 

His new e lady holdeth him so narowe 
I p b> the brydel, at the sta\es ende. 
That every word, ho dradde hit as an 
arc we , 1S5 

Hir daungcr made him botho bowo and 
bendo. 

And as hir listc, made him turne or 
wende , 

For she iK grannted him in hir liMnge 
No grace, why that he hath lust to singe, 

But drof him forth, unnetho libte hir 
knowe 190 

That ho was sorvaunt '{to hir lad\slnppe, 
But lest that he wer proude, sho hold 
him lo\v 0 , 

Thus servetli he, withouten fee or shipe, 
feho sent him now to londe, now to 
shippe , 194 

\nd for she >af him daunger al his fille, 
Theifor she had him at hir owno wille 

Ensample of this, ye thrifty wimmen alie, 
Take here Anelida and fals Arcite, 

That for hir liste him ‘ dere herte ’ calle, 
And was so meek, therfor he lo\ed hir 
lyte , 200 

The kinde of mannes herte is to dolyto 
In thing that straunge is, also god me 
save • 

For what ho may not gete, that wolde he 
have 

Now tume we to Anelida ageyn, 

That p3nieth day by day in languisshing, 
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But ■W'han she saw that liir ne gat no 
gesm, 3 o6 

Upon a day, ful sorowfully weping, 

&he caste liir for to make a coraplevning, 
And with hir owne honde she gan hit 
wrvte , 

And sente hit to hir Tlieban knight 
Arcite 310 

The Compleynt of Anelida the quene 
upon fals Arcite 

Proem 

So tliirleth with the poynt of remem- 
braunce, 

The swerd oi sorowe, y-whet with fals 
plesannce, 

Myn herte, bare of blis and blak of 
hewe, 

That turned is m quaking al my daunce, 
My surotee in a-whaped countenaunce , 3 i^ 
Sith hit availeth not for to ben trewo , 
For who-so trewest is, hit slial hir 
rewe, 

That serveth love and doth hir observ- 
aunce 

Alwey to oon, and chaungeth for no 
newe 

{Strophe ) 

1 

I wot my-self as wel as any wight , 220 

For I loved oon with al my herte and 
might 

More then my-self, an hundred thou- 
sand sythe, 

And called him my hertes lyf, my knight, 
And was al his, as fer as hit was right , 
And whan that he was glad, than was 
I blythe, 225 

And his disese was my deeth as swythe , 
And he ayciu his trouthe me had plight 
For ever-more, his lady me to kytho 

2 

Now IS he fals, alas ’ and causeles, 

And of my wo ho is so routheles, 2^0 
That with a worde him list not ones 
de3nie 

To bnng ayein my sorowful herte in jiees. 
For he is oaught up in a-nother lees. 


Bight as him list, he laugheth at m;] 
peyne, 234 

And I ne can myn herte not restreyne 
That I ne love him alwey, never-the-les , 
And of al this I not to whom me pleyne 

3 

And slial I pleyne — alas ’ the hard( 
stounde — 

Un-to my foo that yaf my herte a wounde 
And yet dosyreth that myn harm be 
more ? 24c 

Nay, certes ' ferther wol I never ffoundt 
Non other help, my sores for to sounde 
My destine© hath shapen it ful yor© , 

I wil non other medecyne ne lore , 

I wil bon ay ther I was ones bounde, 24(5 
That I have seid, be seid for ever-more ’ 

4 

Alas ’ wher is become vour gentilesse ’ 
Your wordes fulle of plcsaunce and hum 
blesso ? 

Your observaunces in so low manere, 
And your awaytingand your besinesse 2ejo 
Upon me, that ye calden your maisti esse, 
Your sovereyn lady in this worlde here? 
Alas ’ and is thor nothor word ne ©here 
Ye ’1 ouchesauf upon myn hevinesso ? 
Alas ' your love, I bye hit al to dere 255 

6 

Now certos, swete, thogh that ye 
Thus causeles the cause be 
Of my dedly adversitee, 

Your manly reson oglite it to 1 espyte 
To slee your frend, and namely me, 260 
That never yet in no degree 
Offended yow, as wisly he, 

That al wot, out of wo my soule quyte ’ 

H But for I shewed yow, Arcite, 

Al that men wolde to me wiyto, 265 
And was so besy, yow to delyte — 

My honour save — meke, kinde, and free, 
Therfor ye putte on me the wyte. 

And of me recche not a myte, 

Thogh that the swerd of sorow byte 270 
My woful herte through your crueltee 

6 

My swete foo, why do ve so, for shame? 
And thenke ye that fm-thered be your 
name, 
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To love a newe, and been untrewe ? 1 For myn excuse, a scorn sbal be my 

nay ! mode , 305 


And putte yow in sclaunder now and 
blame, 275 

And do to mo adversitce and grame, 
That love 3’^ow most, god, wol thou 
wost ' alway ? 

Yet turn ay eyn, andboalpleyn som 
day, 

And than shal this that now is mis be 
game, 279 

And al lor-yive, whyl that I live m ly 

{Antiati ox)h<^ ) 

1 

Lo ’ horte myn, al this is for to seyne, 

As whether shal I preyo or ellcs pleyne ? 
Whicho is the w ey to doon yow to be 
trewe ? 

For either mot I have yow in my ch eyne, 
Or with the dethe ye mot depart e us 
tweyne , 285 

Ther ben non other mene weyes newo , 
i or god so wisly on my soule rewe, 

As verily ye sleen me with the peyne , 
That may yo see unfeyned of myn hewe 

2 

For thus ferforth have I my deth [3]- 
soght, 290 

My self I mordro with my prevy thoght , 
For sorow and routhe ot your unkinde- 
nesse 

I wepe, I wake, I faste , al hclpoth noght , 
I we5wo joye that is to speke ot oght, 

I voyde companye, I flee gladnesse , 295 
Who may avaunte hir bet of hevinesse 
Then I ? and to this plyte have yo mo 
hr oght, 

Withouto gilt , me nodeth no witnesso 

3 

And sholde I preye, and weyvo woman- 
hedo ? 

Nay ’ rather deth then do so foul a dede, 
And axe mercy gilteles ' what nede ? 301 
And if I pleyne what lyf that I lede, 

Yow rekketh not , that know I, out of 
drede , 

And if I unto yow myn othes bede 


Yourchere floureth, but hit wol not sede , 
Ful longe agoon I oghte have take hede, 

4 

For thogh I hadde yow to-morow ageyn, 

I might as wel holde Averill fro reyn, 

As holde yow, to make yow stedfast 310 
Almighty god, of trouthe sovereyn, 

Wher is the trouthe of man i who hath 
hit sleyn ’ 

Who that hem loveth shal hem fyndo 
as fast 

As in a tempest is a roten mast 
Is that a tame best that is ay fej n 315 
To renne away, when he is leest agast ? 

5 

Now mercy, swete, if I misseye, 

H ive t seyd oght amis, I preye ^ 

I not , my wit is al aweye 
I fare as doth the song of Chaunte-pleure 
For now I pleyne, and now I pleye, 321 
I am so mased that I deyo, 

Arcite hath born awey the key© 

Of al my worlde, and my good a venture ^ 
If For in this worlde nis creature 325 
Wakinge, in more discomfiture 
Then I, ne more sorow endure , 

And if I slepo a furlong wey or tweye, 
Than thinketh me, that your figure 
Before me stant, clad in asure, 330 
To profren eft a newe assure 
For to be trewe, and mercy me to preye. 

6 

The longe night this wonder sight I 
drye, 

And on the day for this afray I dye, 334. 
And of al this right noght, y-wis, ye 
recche 

No never mo myn y6n two be drye. 
And to your routhe and to your trouthe 
I crye 

But welawey ’ to fer be they to fecche , 
Thus holdeth mo my destinee a 
wrecche 339 

But mo to rede out of this drede or gyo 
No may my wit, so weyk is hit, not 
streoche* 
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Conclusion 

Than ende I thus, sith I may do no 
more, 

X yeve hit up for now and evcr-more , 

For I shal never eft putten in balaunce 
My sekemes, ne leine of lo\e the 
lore ^4^ 

But as the swan, I have herd soyd ful 
yore, 

Ay eins his deth shal singe in his 
penaunce, 

So smge I here my destiny or chauncc, 


How that Arcite Anelida so sore 
Hath thirled with the poynt of remem- 
hraunco ’ 350 

The stoi'y continued 

Wlian that Anelida this woful quene 
Hath of hir hande writen in this wyse, 
With face deed, betwixe pale and grene, 
She fel a-swowe , and sith she gan to ryse, 
And unto Mars avoweth sacrifyse 3'>‘; 

With-in the temple, with a sorowful 
chere, 

That shapen w as as ye shal after here 357 


{tnfimshed ) 


VIII CHAUCEES WOEDES UNTO ADAM, 
HIS OWNE SCEIYEYN 


Adam scriveyn, if ever it thee bifalle 
Boece or Troilus to wryten newe, 

Under thy lokkes thou most have the 
scalle, 

But after my making thou wr\ ^e trewe 


I So ofte a daye I mot thy werk renowe, 

I Hit to correcte and eek to rubbe and 
sorai)e , 

I And al is thiough thy negligence and 
rape 


IX THE FORMEE AGE 


A BLisFUL lyf, a paisible and a swete 
Lodden the peples in the loimer age , 
They helde hem payed fof fruitos, that 
they ete. 

Which that the feldes yave hem by usage , 
They ne weie nat forpampied with out 
rage , s 

Unknowen was the quern and eek the 
melle , 

They eten mast, hawes, and swich poun- 
age, 

And dionken water of the colde wella 


] Yit nas the ground nat wounded with 
I the plough, 

But corn up-spiong, unsowe of mannes 
I bond, 10 

The which they fgmden, and ecte nat 
I half y-nough 

Ho man yit know the forwes of his loud , 
No man the fjr out ot the flint yit 
fond , 

Un-koiven and un-giobbed lay the vyne, 
No man yit in the inorter spyces groud 15 
To clarre, ne to sause of galantyne. 
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Xo mader, wolde, or wood no htestere 
Ne know , the flees was of his former 
hewe , 

No flesh no wiste offence of egge or spere , 
No coyn ne know man which was fals or 
trcwc , 20 

No ship yit karf the wawes grene and 
hlewe , 

No marchaunt yit ne fette outlandish 
ware , 

No ftrompes for the wcrrcs folk ne knewe, 
No toures heyo, and walles rounde or 
square 

Wliat sholdo it han avayled to werrcyo ? 25 
Ther lay no profit, ther was no richesse, 
But cursed was the tyme, I dar wel seye, 
That men first dide hir swety hysinesse 
To grobbe up metal, lurkinge in daik- 
nesse, 

And in the riveres first gemmes soghte 
Allas ’ than sprong up al the cursednesso 
Of covetyso, that first our sorwo broghto * 

Thise tyraunts putto hem gladly nat in 
pies, 

No f wildnosse, ne no busshes for to wmne 
Ther poverte is, as seith Diogenes, 35 
Ther as vitaile is eek so skars and thin no 
That noght but mast 01 apples is thei- 
inne 

But, ther as bagges been and fat vitaile, 
Ther wol they gon, and spaie for no sinne 
With al hir ost the cite foi t’assaile 40 


Yit were no paleis-chaumbres, ne non 
halles , 

In caves and [in] wodes softo and swete 
Sleptcn this blissed folk with-outo walles, 
On gras or levts in parfit 'j quiete 
No doun of fethercs, no no bleched 
shete 45 

Was kid to hem, but in seurtee they 
slepte , 

Hir hcrtes were al oon, with-outo galles, 
Bverich of hem his feith to other kepto 

Unforged was the hauberk and the plate , 
The lambish peple, voyd of alle vyce, 5c 
H idden no fantasye to debate. 

But ech of hem wolde other wel cheryce , 
No pryde, non envye, non avaryce, 

No lord, no taylage by no tjrrannye , 
Humblesse and pees, good feith, the em« 
pence, 55 

[f Fulfilled erthe of olde curtesye ] 

Yit was not Jupiter the likerous, 

That first was fader of dclicacye, 

Come in this world , ne Nembrot, de- 
sirous 

To reyncn, had nat maad his toures 
hye 60 

Allas, alias ’ now may men wcpe and 
crye ’ 

For in our dayes ms but covet j so 
[And] doublcnessc, and tresoun and envye, 
Po^soun, manslauhtre, and mordre in 
sondry wyse 64 


Finit Etas prima Chaucers 


X. FORTUNE 


Balades de visage sanspeinture 

I Le Pleintif countre Fortune 
Tins wrecched worldes transmutacioun. 
As wele or wo, now povre and now 
honour, 

With outen ordre or wys disorecioun 
Ooverned is by Fortunes errour , 

But natheles, the lak of hir favour 5 


No may nat don me singen, though 1 dye 
‘ lay tout perdu mon temps et mon labour * 
For fynally, Fortune, I thee defye ♦ 

Yit is me left the light of my rcsoun, 

To knowen frend fro fo in thy mirour 10 
So muche hath yit thy whirling ap and 
doun 

Y-taught mo for to knowen in an hoar 
But tro^ely, no force of thy roddour 
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To him that orer him-self hath the mays- 
trye ’ 

My sTxfOisannce shal be my socour 15 
!For fynally, Fortune, I thee defye * 

0 Socrates, thou stedfast champioun, 

She never mighte be thy tormentour , 
Thou never dreddest hir oppressioun, 

Ne in hir chere tounde thou no savour 20 
Thou knewe wel deceit of hir colour. 

And that hir moste worshipe is to lye 

1 knowe hir eek a fals dissimxilour 
For fynally, Fortune, I thee defye ^ 

II La respounse de Fortune au Plemtif 

No man is wrecched, but him^self hit 
wene, 25 

And he that hath him-self hath sul- 
fisaunce 

Why seystow thanne 1 am to thee so 
kene, 

That hast thy self out of my govemaunce? 
Sey thus ‘ Graunt mercy of thyn ha- 
boundaunce 

That thou hast lent or this ’ Wliy wolt 
thou stryve ? 

What wostow yit, how I thee wol 
avaunce ? 

And eek thou hast thy beste frend alyvo ’ 

I have thee taught divisioun bi-twene 
Frend of effect, and frend of counten- 
aunce , 

Thee nedeth nat the galle of noon 
hyene, 

That cureth eyen derke fro hir penaunce , 
Now seestow deer, that were in ignor- 
aunce 

Yit halt thyn ancre, and yit thou mayst 
arryve 

Ther bountee berth the keye of my sub- 
staunce 39 

And eek thou hast thy beste frend alyve 

How many have I refused to sustene, 

Sin I thee fostred have in thy plesaunoe ’ 
Woltow than make a statiut on thy queue 
That I shal been ay at thyn ordinaunoe i 
Thou horn art in my regne of variaunce, 


Aboute the wheel with other most thou 
dryve 46 

My lore is bet than wikke is thy grev- 
aunce, 

And eek thou hast thy beste frend alyve. 

Ill La respounse du Plemtif 
countre Fortune 

Tliy lore I dampne, hit is adversitoo 
My frend maystow nat reven, blind god- 
desse ’ So 

That I thy frendos knowo, I thanke hit 
thee 

Tak hem agayn, lat hem go lye on presso * 
The negardye in keping hir richesse 
Prenostik is thou wolt hir tour assayle , 
Wikke appetyt comth ay before soknesse 
In general, this reule may nat faylo 50 

La respounse de Fortune countre 
le Plemtif 

Tliou pinohest at my mutabUitee, 

For I thee lonte a dropo of my richesse, 
And now me lyketh to with drawe me 
Why sholdestow my realtoe opprosse ? 6a 
The see may cbbo and flowen more or lesse , 
The welkne hath might to sliyne, reyne, 
or hayle , 

Right so mot I kythen my brotelnesse 
In general, this reule may nat fayle 

Lo, th’exGcucion of the magestee 65 
That al puryeyeth of his right wisnesse, 
That same thing ‘ Fortune ’ clepen ye. 

Ye blinde bestcs, ful of lewednesse ’ 

The heyene hath propretee of sikernesse, 
This world hath oyer resteles travayle , 7a 
Tliy laste day is ende of myn intresso 
In general, this reule may nat fayle 

Lenvoy de Fortune 

Princes, I prey you of your gentilesse, 

Lat nat this man on me thus orye and 
pleyne, 

And I shal quyte you your hisinesse 75 
At my requeste, as three of you or tweyne , 
And, but you list releye him of his peyne, 
Preyeth his beste frend, of his noblesse, 
That to som beter estat he mayatteyne 79 


Explictt 



XI (nimtfte xii (^oetmounte. 


I3I 


XL MEECILES BEAUTE A TRIPLE ROUNDEL. 


I Captivity 

Your y^n two wol glee me sodenly, 

I may the heautfe of hem not sustene, 

So woundeth hit through-out my herte 
kene 

And but your word wol helen hastily 
My hertes wounde, whyl that hit is grene, 
Four ySn two wol alee mo sodenly^ 6 
I may the heauU of hem not auatene 

TTpon my trouthe I sey yow feithfully, 
That ye ben of my 13^ and deeth the queue , 
For with my deeth the trouthe shal be sene 
Your yen two wol alee me aodenly^ 11 

I may the beauU of hem not auatene^ 

So woundeth hit through-out my herte kene 

II Rejection 

So hath your beaut6 fro your herte c haced 
Pitee, that me ne availeth not to ployno , 
For Daunger halt your mercy in his 
cheyne 16 

Giltles my deeth thus han ye me pur- 
chaced , 

I sey yow sooth, me nedeth not to feyne , 


So hath your heautd fro your herte chaced 
Pitee^ that me ne availeth not to pleyne 20 

Allas’ that nature hath in yow com- 
passed 

So greet beauts, that no man may attejme 

To mercy, though he sterve for the peyne 
So hath your beauty fro your herte chaced 
Pitee^ that me ne availeth not to pleyne, 25 
For Daunger halt your mercy in hia cheyne, 

III Escape, 

Sin I fro Love escaped am so fat, 

I never thenk to ben in his prison lene, 

Sin I am free, I counte him not a bene 

He may answere, and seye this or that , 30 

I do no fors, I speke right as I mene 
Sin I fro Love escaped am so fat^ 

I novel thenk to ben in hia prison lene 

Love hath my name y-strike out of his 
sclat, 

And he is strike out of my bokes dene 35 

For ever-mo , fther is non other mene 
Sin I fro Love escaped am so fat^ 

I never thenk to ben in his prison lene , 
Sin I am free, I counte him not a bene 39 


Explicit 


XII TO ROSEMOUNDE A BALADE 


Madamf, ye ben of al beauty shryne 
As fer as cercled is the mappemoundo , 
For as the cristal glorious ye shyne. 

And lyke ruby ben your chekes rounde 
Therwith ye ben so mery and so jocounde. 
That at a reyel whan that I see you 
daunce, 6 

It is an oynement unto my wounde, 
Thogh ye to me ne do no daliaunce. 


For thogh I w epe of teres ful a tyne. 

Yet may that wo myn herte nat con- 
founde , 10 

Your fseemly yoys that ye so femal out- 
twyne 

Maketh my thoght in joye and bhs 
habotinde 

So curteisly I go, with loy6 bounde. 

That to my-self I sey, in my penannce, 
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Suffyseth me to love you, Hosemounde, 15 
Thogh ye to me ne do no dahaunce 

Nas never pyk walwed in galauntyne 
As I in love am walwed and y-wounde , 
For which, ful ofte I of my-self divyne 

Tregentil 


That I am trewe Tristam the secounde 2< 
My love may not rofreyd be nor afounde 
I brenne ay in an amorous plesaunce 
Do what you list, I wil your thral be 
founde, 

Thogh ye to me ne do no daliaunce. 24 

Chaucer 


XIII TEUTH 


Balade de bon conseyl 

Flee fro the prees, and dwelle with soth- 
fastnesse, 

Suff;yce unto thy good, though hit bo 
Bmal, 

For hord hath hate, and climbing tikel- 
nesse, 

Frees liath envye, and wele blent overal , 

Savour no more than thee bihove shal , s 

Werk wel thy-self, that other folk canst 
rede , 

And trouthe shal delivere, hit is no drede 

Tempest thee noght al croked to redresse, 

In trust of hir that turneth as a bal 

Gret reste stant in litel besinesse , 10 

And eek be war to sporn e age\ n an al , 

Stryve noght, as doth the crokke with 
the wal 

Daunt e thy self, that dauntest otheros 
dode , 

And trouthe shal delivere, hit is no drede 


That thee is sent, receyve in buxumnesse, 
The wrastling for this worlde axeth a 
fal 16 

Her nis non hoom, her nis but wilder- 
nesse 

Forth, pilgrim, forth ' Forth, beste, out 
of thy stal ’ 

Know thy con tree, look up, thank God 
of al , 

Hold the hye wey, and lat thy gost thee 
lode 20 

And trouthe shal delivere, hit is no diede 

Envoy 

Therfore, thou \ache, leve thyn old 
wrocchednesse 

Unto the worlde , leve now to be thral , 
Crye him mercy, that of his hy goodnesse 
Made thee of noght, and in especial 25 
Draw unto him, and pray in general 
For thee, and eek for other, hevenlich 
mede , 27 

And trouthe shal delivere, hit is no drede. 


Explicit Le bon counsel!! de G Chaucer 


XIV GENTILESSE 


Moral Balade of Chaucer 
The firste stok, fader of gentilesse — 
What man that claymeth gentil for to bo. 
Host folowe his trace, and alle his wittes 
dresse 

Vertu to sewe, and vyces for to flee 
For unto vertu longeth dignitee, 5 


And noght the revers, saufly dar I deme, 
Al were Le mytre, croune, or diademe 

This firste stok was ful of rightwisnesse, 
Trewe of his word, sobie, pitous, and 
free, 

Clene of his goste, and loved besinesse, 10 
Ageinst the vyce of slouthe, in honestee , 
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And, but his heir love vertu, as dide he, 
He IS noght gentil, thogh he riche seme, 
A 1 were he mytre, croune, or diademe 

Vyce may wel be heir to old nchesse , 15 
But ther no man, as men may wel see. 


Bequethe his heir his \ertuous noblesse 
That IS appropred unto no degree. 

But to the firste fader in magestee, 

That f maketh him his heir, that can him 
queme, 20 

A 1 were he mytre, croune, or diademe 


XV LAK OF STEDFASTNESSE 


Balade 

SoM tymo this world was so stedfast and 
stable, 

riiat mannes word was obligacioun. 

And now hit is so fals and deccivable. 
That word and deed, as in conclusioun, 
Ben no-thing lyk, for turned up so doun s 
Is al this world for m(de and wilfulnesse. 
That al is lost for lak of stedfastnesse 

What maketh thisworld to bo so yanable. 
But lust that folk have in dissensioun ? 
Among us now a man is holde unable, 10 
Biit-if he can, by som collusioun, 

Don his neighbour wrong or oppressioun 
What causeth this, but wilful worecched- 
nesse. 

That al is lost, for lak of stedfastnesse ? 


Troutho IS put doun, resoun is holden 
fable , I ^ 

Vertu hath now no dominacioun, 

Pitee exylcd, no man is merciable 
Through co% etyso is blent discrccioun , 
The world hath mad a permutaeioun 
Fro right to wrong, fro trouthe to fikel- 
ncssc, 20 

That al is lost, for lak of stedfastnesse 

Lenvoy to King Richard 

0 prince, desyre to bo honourable, 
Cherish thy folk and hate extoreioun ’ 
Sulfre no thing, that may be reprevable 
To thyn estat, don in thy rogioun 25 
Shew forth thy sweid of castigacioun. 
Bred God, do law , lo\e tioutheand worthi- 
nesse, 27 

And wed thy folk agein to stedfastnesse. 


ExjpUett 


XVI LENVOY DE CHAUCER A SCOGAN 


To-broken been the statutshye inhe\enG 
That creat were eternally to dure, 

Sith that I see the bnghte goddos sevene 
Mow wepe and wayle, and passioun en- 
dure. 

As may in erthe a mortal creature ^ 
Allas, fro whennes may this thing pro- 
cede? 

Of whiche errour I deye almost for drede 


By worde eternc whylom was hit shape 
That fro the fifto cercle, in no manere, 
No mighte a dropo of teres doun es- 
cape Iv) 

But now so wepeth Venus in hir spere, 
That with hir teies she wol drenche us 
hero. 

Allas, Scogan ’ this is for thyn offence ’ 
Thou causest this deluge of pestilence. 



124 


Z$e (ntinov (poema. 


Hast thou not seyd, in blaspheme of this 
goddes, 15 

Through pryde, or through thy grete 
rakelziesse, 

Swich thing as in the la we of love for- 
bode IS ? 

That, for thy lady saw nat thy distresse, 
Therfor thou yave hii up at Michelmesso ’ 
Allas, Scogan ' of olde tolk ne yonge 20 
Was never erst Scogan blamed lor his 
tonge ’ 

Thou drowe in scorn Cupyde eek to record 
Of thilke rebel word that thou hast spoken. 
For which he wol no lenger bo thy lord 
And, Scogan, thogh his bowe be nat 
broken, 25 

He wol nat with his arwes been y-wroken 
On thee, ne me, ne noon of our figure , 
Weshulof him have neyther hurt ne cure 

Now certes, frend, I drede of thyn un- 
happe, 

Lest for thy gilt the wreche of Love pre- 
cede 30 

On alle hem that ben hore and rounde ot j 
shape, ' 


That ben so lykly folk in love to spede 
Than shul we for our labour hau no mede , 
But wel I wot, thou wilt answere and seye 
‘ Lo ^ olde Orisel list to ryme and pleye ’ ' 

Nay, Scogan, sey not so, for I m 'excuse, 36 
Ood help me so ' in no rym, doutelees. 
No thmke I never of slepe wak my muse. 
That rusteth in my shethe stille in pees 
Wliyl I was yong, I putte hir forth in 
prees, 40 

But al shal passe that men prose or ryme , 
Take every man his turn, as for his tyme 

Envoy 

Scogan, that knelest at the stremes heed ‘ 
Of grace, of alle honour and worthinesse, 
In th’ende of which stremo ^ I am dul as 
deed, 45 

Forgete in solitarie wildernosse , 

Yet, Scogan, thenke on Tullius kmde- 
nesse, 

Minne thj frend, ther it may fructifye ’ 
Far- wel, and lok thou never eft Love 
defye ’ 49 

1 I c iiideBort 3 I e GrenewitU 


XVII LENVOY DE CHAUCEK A BUKTON 


The counsell of Chaucer touching 
Manage, which was sent to Bukton 

Ml maistcr Bukton, whan of Criste our 
kinge 

Was axed, what is trouthe or sothfast- 
nesse. 

He nat a word answerde to that axinge. 
As who saith ‘ no man is al trewe, ' 
I gesse 

And therfor, thogh I highte to express© 
The sorwe and wo that is in manage, 6 
I dar not wryte of hit no wikkednesse. 
Lest I my-self falle eft in swich dotage 

I wol nat Beyn, how that hit is the cheyne 
OfSftthsnas^ozLwhichhegnawethever, 10 


But I dar scyn, were ho out of his peyno, 
As by his willo, he woldo he bounde 
never 

But thilke doted fool that eft hath lever 
Y-cheyned be than out of piisoun crepe, 
Ood leto him never fro his wo dissever, 15 
Ne no man him bewayle, though ho wepe 

But yit, lest thou do worse, tak a wyf , 
Bet IS to wedde, than brenne in worse 
wyse 

But thou shalt have sorwe on thy flesh, 
thy lyf, 

And been thy wyves thral, as sejm these 
wyse , 2Q 

And if that holy writ may nat auffyse, 
Experience shal thee teche, so may happe, 
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rhat thee were lever to be take in Fryse 
Than eft to talle of wedding in the trappe 

Envoy 

This litel writ, proverbes, or figure 21; 
sende you, tak kepe of hit, I rede 


Unwys IS he that can no wele endtire. 

If thou be siker, put thee nat m drede 
The Wyf of Bathe I pray you that ye rede 
Of this matere that we have on honde. 30 
God graunte you your lyf frely to lede 
In fredom , for ful hard is to be bonde. 


Explicit 


XVIII THE COMPLEYNT OF VENUS 


I {The Lover ^8 worthiness ) 

''her nis so hy comfort to my plcsaunce, 
Vhan that I am in any hevinesse, 

Ls foi to have leyser of remembraunce 
Jpon the manliod and the worthinesse, 
Jpon the trouthe, and on the stedfastnesse 
)t him whos I am al, whyl I may dure , 6 
'her oghte blame me no creature, 

^or every wight preiseth his gentilesse 

n him IS bountee, wisdom, govemaunce 
Vel more then any mannes wit can gesse , 
i’or grace hath wold so lerforth him 
avaunce 1 1 

'hat of knighthode he is parfit nchesse 
lonour honouieth him for his noblesse , 
herto BO wel hath formed him Nature, 
hat I am his for over, I him assure, 15 
'or every wight preiseth his gentilesse 

ind not-withstandmg al his sufflsaunce, 
Iis gentil herte is of so greet humblesse 
'o me in worde, in werke, in contenaunce, 
md me to serve is al his besinesse, 20 
hact I am set in vorrey sikernesse 
'hus oghte I blesse wel myn aventuro, 
ith that him list me serven and honoure , 
'or every wight preiseth his gentilesse 

II {Disquietude caused by Jealousy ) 

Tow certes. Love, hit is right covenable 
'hat men ful dere bye thy noble thing, 26 
lS wake a-bedde, and fasten at the table, 
Veping to laughe, and singe in com- 
pleyning, 

ind doun to caste visage and lokmg^ 


Of ten to chaungen hewe and contenaunce, 
fPleyne in sloping, and dremen at the 
daunce, 31 

\1 the re\ers of any glad feling 

Talous^e be hanged by a cable ’ 

She wolde al knowe through hir espying, 
Ther doth no wight no-thmg so resonablo. 
That al ms harm in hir imagening 36 
Thus dere abought is love, m yeving. 
Which ofte ho yiveth with-oute ordin- 
aunce. 

As sorow ynogh, and litel of plesaunce, 
Al the revers of any glad feling 40 

A litel tyme his yift is agreable, 

But ful encomberous is the using , 

Foi so tel Jalousyo, the deceyvable, 

Pul often-tyme causeth destourbing 
Thus be we ever in drede and suffering, 
In nouncerteyn wo languisshe in pen- 
aunce, 46 

And han ful often many an hard mes- 
chaunce, 

Al the revers of any glad feling 

III {Satisfaction in Constancy ) 

But certes, Love, I sey nat in such 'wjse 
That for t’escape out of your lace I mente , 
For I so longe have been in yourservyse 51 
That for to lete of wol I never assento , 
No force thogh Jalousye me torment e , 
Suffyeeth mo to see him whan I may, *54 
And therfore certes, to myn ending-day 
To love him best ne shal I never ropente 

And certes. Love, whan I me wel avyse 
On any estat that man may represente. 
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Than have ye maked mo, through your 
franchyse, 

Chese the best that ever on erthe wente 
Now love wel, herte, and look thou never 
stente , 6i 

And let the jolous putte hit in assay 
That, for no peyne wol I nat sey nay , 

To love him best ne shal I never repente 

Herte, to tliee hit oghte y-nogh suffyse 65 
That Love so hy a grace to thee sente, 

To chese the worthiest in alle wyse 
And most agreablo unto myn entente 
Seche no ferther, neyther wey ne wente, 
Sith I have suffisaunce unto my pay 70 
Thus wol I ende this compleynt or lay , 
To lo\e him best ne shal I ne\er repente 


Lenvoy 

Princess, receyveth this compleynt in 
groe, 

Unto your excellent benignitee 
Direct after my litel suffisaunce 75 
For eld, that in my spirit dulleth me. 
Hath of endytmg al the soteltee 

Wel ny bereft out ot my remem 
braunco , 

And eek to me hit is a greet pen 
aunce, 

Sith rym in English hath swich scarsitee. 
To folowe word by word the curiositee 81 
Of Graunson, flour of hem that make 
in Praunce 


XIX THE COMPLEINT OF CHAUCER TO HIS 
EMPTY PURSE 


To you, my purse, and to non other wight 
Compleyne I, for ye be my lady dere ’ 

I am so sory, now that ye be light , 

For certes, but ye make me hevy chore, 
Me were as leef be leyd up-on my bere , «> 
For whiche un-to your mercy thus I crye 
Beth hevy ago> n, or eUes mot I dye » 

Now \oucheth sauf this day, or hit be 
mght. 

That I of you the blisful soun may here. 
Or see your colour lyk the sonne bright. 
That of yelownesse hadde never pore 11 
Ye be my lyf, ye be myn hertes store, 
Quene of comfort and of good companye 
Beth hevy ageyn, or tiles mot I dye ’ 


Now purs, that be to me my Ivves light, i*; 
And saveour, as doun in this worlde here, 
Out of this touno help me through your 
might. 

Sin that ye wole nat been my tresorere , 
For I am shave as nye as any frere 
But yit I pray un-to your curtesye ao 
Beth hevy ageyn, or elles mot I dye ’ 

Lenvoy de Chaucer 

O conquorour of Brutes Albioun ' 

Winch that by Ijoie and free eleccioun 
Ben verray king, this song to you I sende , 
And ye, that mowen al our harm amende. 
Have mindo up-on my supplicacioun * 26 


XX PROVERBS 


Proverbe of Chaucer 


What shul thise clothes f many-fold, 

Lo ’ this hote somers day ? — • 

After greet heet cometh cold , 

No man caste his pilche away 4 


II 

Of al this world the wyde compas 
Hit wol not in myn armes tweyne 
Who-so mochel wol embrace 
Litel therof he shal distreyne, 
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APPENDIX 


^Tkefollotcing Poems are also probably genuine, hut are placed here 
for lack of external evidence ] 


XXI AGAINST WOMEN UNCONSTANT 


Balade 

Madame, for your newe fangelnesse, 
Many a servaunt have ye put out of grace, 
I take my leve of your unstedfastnesse, 
For wel I wot, whyl ye have lyves space, 
Ye can not love ful half yeer in a place , 5 
To newe thing your lust is ever kene , 

In stede of blew, thus may ye were al 
grene 

Eight as a mirour nothing may enpresse, 
But, liglitly as it cometh, so mot it pace, 
So fareth your love, your werkes bereth 
witnesse 10 

Ther is no feith that may your herto en- 
brace , 


But, as a wedercok, that tumetli his face 
With every wind, ye fare, and that is 
sene , 

In stede of blew, thus may ye were al 
grene 

Ye might be shryned, for your brotelnesse, 
Bet than Dalyda, Creseide or Candace , 16 
For ever in chaunging fstant your siker- 
nesse, 

That taclio may no wight fro your herte 
arace , 

If ye lese oon, ye can wel tweyn purchace , 
Al light for somer, ye woot wel what I 
mene, 20 

111 stede of blew, thus may je -were al 
grene 


Explicit 


XXII AN AMOKOUS COMPLEINT (COMPLEINT 
DAMOUKS ) 


An amorous Compleint, made at 
Windsor 

I, WHICH that am the soiwefullcste 
man 

That in this world was ever >it livinge, 
And leest rccoverer of Inm-selven can, 
Beginne fthus my dcedly complemingo 
On hir, that may to lyf and deeth me 
bringe, 5 


Which hath on me no mercv ne no rowtlie 
That love hii best, but sleeth me for my 
trewthe 

Can I noght doon no seye that may yow 
lyke, 

fFor certes, now, alias’ alias’ the wh'sle’ 
Y'our plesaunce is to laughen Mhan I 
syke, 10 

And thus ye mo from al nij blisse exjle. 





QHtnor (pom©, 


Ye liau me cast in thilke spitous yle 
Ther never man on lyve mighte asterte , 
This have I for I love yon, swete herte * 

Sooth IS, that wel I woot, by lyklinesse, 
If that it were thing possible to do i6 

T'acompte youre beutee and goodnesse, 

I have no wonder thogh ye do me wo , 
Sith I, th’nn worthiest that may ryde or go, 
Durste ever thinken in so hy a place, 20 
What wonder is, thogh ye do me no grace ^ 

Allas ’ thus IS my Ijd* brought to an ende, 
Mv deeth, I see, is my conclusioun , 

I may wol singe, ‘ in sory tyme I spende 
My lyf , ^ that song may have confusioun ’ 
For mercy, pitee, and deep affeccioun, 26 
I sey for me, for al my deedly chore, 

Alle thise diden, in that, me love yow dere 

And in this wyse and in dispayre I live 
In lov6 , nay, but in dispayre I dye ’ 30 

But shal I thus [to] yow my deeth lor-give, 
That causeles doth me this sorow drye / 
Ye, certes, I ’ For she of my folye 
Hath nought to done, although she do me 
sterve , 

Hit 18 nat with hir wil that I hir serve ’ 35 

Than sith I am of my sorowe the cause 
And sith that I have this, withoute hir 
reed. 

Than may I sevn, right shortly in a clause. 
It IS no blame unto hir womanheed 
Though swich a wrecche as I be for hir 
deed , 40 

[And] yet alwey two thinges doon me dy6. 
That IS to seyn, hir beutee and myn y6 

So that, algates, she is the verray rote 
Of my disese, and of my dethe also , 

For with oon word she mighte be my bote, 
If that she vouched sauf for to do so 46 
But [why] than is hir gladnesse at my wo ? 
It IS hir wone plesaunce for to take. 

To seen hir servaunts dyen for hir sake ' 

But certes, than is al my wonderinge, 50 
Sithen she is the fayrest creature 
As to my dome, that ever was livinge, 

The benignost and beste eek that nature 
Hath wrought or shal, whyl that the 
world may dure, 


Why that she lefte pite so behinde ? 55 

It was, y-wis, a greet defaute in kinde 

I Yit IS al this no lak to hir, pardee. 

But god or nature sore wolde I blame , 
For, though she shewe no pite unto me, 
Sithen that she doth othere men the same, 
I ne oughte to despyse my ladies game , 61 
It ishir pley to laughen whan men syketh, 
And I assente, al that hir list and lyketh ' 

Yit wolde I, as I dar, with sorweful herte 
Bisecho un-to your meke womanhede 65 
That I now dorsto my sharpe sorwes 
smerte 

Shewe by worde, that ye wolde ones rede 
The pleynte of me, the which ful sore 
drede 

That I have seid here, through myn un- 
oonnmge. 

In any worde to your displesinge 70 

Lothest of anything that ever was loth 
Were me, as wisly god my soulo save ’ 

To seyn a thing through which ye might 
be wroth , 

And, to that day that I be leyd in grave, 
A trewer servaunt shulle ye never have , 
And, though that I on yow have pleyned 
here, 76 

Forgiveth it me, myn owne lady dere ’ 

Ever have I been, and shal, how-so I 
wende, 

Outher to live or dye, your humble trewe , 
Ye been to me my ginning and myn ende, 
Sonne of the sterre bright and dere of 
hewe, 81 

Alwey in oon to love yow freshly newe. 
By god and by my trouthe, is myn entente , 
To live or dye, I wol it never repente ’ 

This compleynt on semt Valentyncs day, 
Whan every foul [ther] chesen shal his 
make, 86 

To hir, whos I am hool, and shal alwey. 
This woful song and this compleynt I 
make. 

That never yit wolde me to mercy take , 
And yit wol I [for] evermore her serve 90 
And love hir best, although she do me 
sterve 


Explicit, 
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XXIII A BALADE OF COMPLEYNT 

[Thw 18 added as being a good example of a Compleynt in Chaucer’s style ] 


CoMPLEYNE ne coiide, ne might myn herte j 
never | 

My peynes halve, ne what torment I have, | 
Though that I sholde in your presence j 

ben ever, 1 

My hertes lady, as wisly he me save 1 

That bountee made, and boutee list to 
grave >5 

In your persono, ind bad hem bothe infere 
hver t’awayte, and ay be whei ye were 

As wisly he gve alle mj’- joyes here 
As I am youres, and to yow sad and trewe, 
And yo, my lyf and cause of my good 
chere, 10 


And depth also, whan yo my peynes nowo, 
My worldes joye, whom I wol seivo and 
sewe. 

My hcven hool, and al my suffisaunco, 
Whom for to servo is set al my plosaunce 

Beseching yow in my most humble wyse 
T’accepto in worth this litol povre dyte, it> 
And for my trouthc my service nat de- 
spyse, 

Myn observaunco eek have nat in despyte, 
Ne yit to long to sulfren in this plyte , 

I yow beseche, myn hertes lady, here, 20 
Sith I yow serve, and so wil yeer by 
veie 


XXIV WOMANLY NOBLESSE 

[rhia genuine poem was first printed in June, 1894 ] 


Balade that Chancier made 

feo hath my herte caught inrcmembraunce 
Your beauts hool, and stedtast govern- 
aunce, 

Your vertues alle, and your liy noblesse. 
That you to servo is sot al mj plesaunco , 
So wel me lykth your womanly conten- 
aunce, 5 

Your tresshe fetures and your com- 
linesse, 

That, whyl I live, my heite to his 
maistrcsse, 

You liath ful chose, in trewperseveraunce, 
Never to chaungo, for no manor dis- 
tresse 

And sith I [you] shal do this ob- 
servaunce 10 

Al my lyt, withouten displesaunce, 

You for to serve with al my besinesse, 
[Taketh mo, lady, in your oboisaunce] 
And have me somwhat in your sou^en- 
aunce 

My woful herte suifreth greet duresse , i ^ 
And [loke] how humbl[el]y, with al 
simplesse, 


My wil I conforme to your ordenaunce, 
As you best list, my peynes f- to redresses 

Considring eok how I hange in balaunce 

In your servyc6 , swich, lo ’ is my 
chaunce, 2i> 

Abyding giace, whan that your gentil- 
nessse 

Of my gret wo list doon allcgeaunce. 

And with youi pit6 me som wyse avaunce,. 
In ful rebating ol my hevmesse , 

And think fresoun, that wommanly 
noblesse 25 

Shuld nat desyre for to doon entrance 
Ther-as she findeth noon unbuxumnesse 

Lenvoye 

Auctour of norture, lady of plesaunce, 
Soveraine of beauts, flour of womman- 
hede, 

Take ye non hede unto myn ignoraunce, 30 
But this receyveth of your goodlihede 

Thinking that I have caught in re- 
membraunce 

Your beaut6 hool, your stedfast govern- 
aunce 



t 


BOETHIUS DE CONSOLATIONE 
PHILOSOPHIE 


BOOK I 


Metre I Caiinma qm quondam studio 
flo'i ente pe) egt 

Attas' I, "vsGpmg, am consticimd to 
■biginncn vers of soro\N£ul mateie, that 
wlijlom in flonsching studio xn idc ddit 
ahlo ditees For lo ' rendinge Muses of 
5 poetes end ten to me tliingcs to he 
vriten , and diery vers of v recehednesse 
weten my face with verray teres At 
the leeste, no drede ne miglite o\er- 
comen tho Muses, that they ne wercn 
lo felawes, and folweden my wej, ts 
to seyn, lohan I teas exyled , they th it 
weren glorie of my youthe, whylom welo- 
ful and grene, comforten now the sorow- 
ful werdes of mo, olde man For elde 
15 IS comen unwaily upon me, hasted hy 
the harmes that I have, and sorow hath 
comaunded his age to he in me Heres 
hore hen shad overtymeliche upon myn 
heved, and the slake skin tremble th upon 
ao myn empted body Thilke deeth of men 
IS weleful that ne cometh not in yeres 
that hen swete, hut cometh to wrecches, 
often y-cleped Allas ' alias ' with how 
deef an ere deeth, cruel, torneth awey 
25 fro wrecches, and naiteth to closen 
wepinge eyen ’ Whyl Fortune, unfeith- 
ful, favorede me with lighte goodes, the 
sorowful houre, that ts to seyn, the deeth, 
hadde almost dreynt myn heved But 
50 now, for Fortune cloudy hath chaunged 


hir dcce/vil)le chere to me-ward, myn 
unpitous lyf draweth a long unagreable 
dwolhiiges in me 0 ye, my frendes, what 
I or whertoavauntede ye me to ben weleful? 

I lor he that hath f illon stood nat in 35 
I stedefast degree 

Prose I Ilec dum mscum tacitus ipse 
leputarem 

Whyle that I stille recordede thise 
thinges with my-self, and markede my 
weeply compleynte with office of pointel, 

I saw, stondmge aboven the heights of 
myn heved, a woman of ful greet re- 5 
vcrence hy semhlaunt, hir eyen hren- 
ninge and clecr seinge over the comune 
might of men , with a lyfly colour, and 
with swich vigour and strengthe that it 
ne mighte nat hen empted, al were it 10 
so that she was ful of so greet age, that 
men ne wolde nat trowen, in no manere, 
that she were of oure elde The stature 
of hir was of a doutous jugement , for 
som-tyme she constremede and shronk 15 
hir-selven lyk to the comune mesure of 
men, and sum-tyme it semede that she 
touchede the hevene with the heighte of 
hir heved , and whan she heef hir heved 
hyer, she percede the selve hevene, so 20 
that the sighte of men looking was in 
ydel Hir clothes weren maked of right ^ 
delye thredes and suhtil crafte, of per- 
durable matere , the whiche clothes she 
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5 hadde woven with hir oweno liondcs, as 
I knew wel after by lur-self, declannp^o 
and shewingG to me the beautee , tho 
vliiche clothes a derknesse of a forleton 
and dispysed cldo haddo dusked and 
□ derked, as it is wont to derken bi- 
smokede images In the ncthcreste 
hem or bordnre of thiso clothes men 
redden, y-woven in, a Grekissh P, that 
siqmfijeth tlip III/ A(tif, and aboven that 
5 lettre, in the heyeste bordnre, a Grekissh 
T, that stqmfyeth tlip lyf Contemplatif 
And bi-twixtn these t-wo lettres thcr 
V eren soyn degrees, nobly y wrogbt in 
manero of laddres , by whiche degrees 
o men mighten climbcn fro the netheresto 
lettro to the nppereste Natheles, handes 
of some men hadde corven that cloth 
by \ioltnce and by strongthe , and 
cvericht man of horn hadde born a^vey 
5 swiche poccs as ho mighte geten And 
iorsothc, this for eide woman bai smale 
bokes 111 hir right hand, and in hir left 
hand she I) ir a cepti e And whan she 

s^y thise poetical Muses aprochoii aboute 

0 riy bod, and endytingo wordes to my 
^veplnges, she was a litel amoved, and 
glowede with cruel eyen ‘ W^io,’ quod 
she, ‘ hath suffred aprochen to this syke 
man thise oomune stroinpetes of swicli 

^ a place that men clepen the theatre ^ 
Tho whiche nit only ne asswagen nat 
hiso sorwts with none remedies, but they 
wolden feden and norisshcn hem with 
swote vemm Porsothe, thise bon tho 

1 that with thornes and piikkinges of 
talents or affecciouns, whiche that ne 
ben no thing fructefyinge nor profitable, 
destroyon the corn plentevous of fruitos 
of losoun , for they hoi den the hertes 

=: of men in usage, but they ne doliieie 
nat folk fro maladyo But if ye Muses 
hadden withdnwen fro me, with youi 
fl itorj es, any uncunningo and unprofit- 
ible man, as men ben wont to finde 
o cornunH amonges the poeple, I woldo 
wene suffre tho lasse gievously , for-why, 
in swiche an unpiofitable man, mjn 
ententes ne weren no-thing endamaged 
But ye withdrawen ffiom me this man, 
that hath bo norisshed in the studies or 


scoles of rieaticis and of Achademicis m 
Giere But goth now rather awey, ye 
mermaidcnes, whiche that ben svete til 
it be at the laste, and suffreth this man 
to be cured and holed by myne Muses,’ 80 
that i<f to seyn^ by noleful sciences And 
thus this companye of Muses y-blamed 
casten wrothly the cheie eh)iLnward to 
the e-tho , and, shewinge by rerdnesse 
liir shame, they passoden soiowfullj the 85 
thresh fold And I, of whom the sighte, 

plounged in teres, was derked so that 
1 ne mighto not kiiowen what that 
wommin was, of so imperial auctoritee, 

I wex al abaisshcd and astoned, and ca'^te 90 
my sighte doun to the erthe, and bigan 
stille for to nbyde what she woldo don 
afterward Tho com she nor, and sette 
hir doun up-on the uttoreste corner of 
my bed , and she, biholdinge my chere, 95 
that was cast to the erthe, bevy and 
grevous of wepinge, comploinede, with 
thise wordes that T shal seyen, the per- 
turbacioun of my thought 

Mbtre II lieu qiiain p'leciptU ineisa 
pi of undo 

‘ Allas ’ how the thought of man, drcint 
in ovc r-throwingo deepnesso, dulleth, and 
foileteth his piopre cleernesso, mmtinge 
to goon in to foreine deiknesses as ofte 
as his ano\ous bisincsso wexeth with- 5 
onto mesure, that is dri\cn to and fro 
with worldly wmdes ' This mm, that 
Avh-vlom was free, to iihom the hevene 
was open and knowen, and was wont 
to goon in hevenoliche pathes, and saugh 10 
the lightnesse of the redo sonne, and 
saugh the stones of tho colde mono, and 
whiche storre 111 hevene useth Avandering 
recourses, y-flit by dyverse speres — this 
man, ovcrcomer, hadde comprehended 15 
al this by noumbre ofacountinge in astio- 
nomye And over this, lie was wont to 
seken the causes whennes the soumng 
wmdes moeven and bisien the smothe 
water of the see , and what spirit torneth 10 
tho stable hevene , and why the stene 
aryseth out of the rede eest, to fallen in 
the westrene wawes , and what atempreth 



132 


(^oe<$tu 0 . 1: Q^roee n 


the lusty houres of the firste somer 
95 sesoun, that highteth and apparaileth 
the erthe with rosene flowres , and who 
maketh that plentevouse autompne, in 
fulle yeres, fleteth with hevy grapes 
And eek this man was wont to telle the 
30 dyverse causes of nature that weren 
y-hidde Allas ’ now lyeth he empted of 
light of his thought , and his nekke is 
pressed with he^ y cheynes , and hereth 
his chere enclyned adoun for the grete 
35 weighte, and is constremed to looken on 
the fool erthe ' 


Prose II Set medicine, inquit tempus 
cat 

But tyme is now,’ quod she, ‘ of medi- 
cine more than of compleinte ’ Forsothe 
than she, entendinge to me-ward with 
alle the lookmge of Inr eyen, seide — ‘ Art 
5 nat thou he,’ quod she, ‘ that whylom 
y norisshed with my milk, and fostered 
with myne metes, were escaped and 
comen to corage of a i)arfit man ? Cortes, 
I yaf thee swiclie armures that, yif thou 
10 thy-self ne haddest first cast hem a-wey, 
they shulden han defended thee in siker- 
nesse that may nat hen over-comen 
Knowest thou me nat ? Why art thou 
stiUe ? Is it for shame or for astoninge ? 
15 It were me lever that it were for shame , 
hut it semeth me that astoninge hath 
oppressed thee ’ And whan she say me 
nat only stiUe, hut with outen office of 
tunge and al doumh, she Icide hir hand 
20 softely upon my hrest, and seide ‘ Here 
nis no peril,’ quod she , ‘ he is fallen into 
a litargie, whiche that is a comune 
sykenes to hertes that hen deceived He 
hath a litel foryeten him-self, hut ceites 
25 ho shal lightly rememhren liim-self, jif 
so he that he hath knowen me or now , 
and that ho may so don, I wil wypen 
a litel his eyen, that hen derked hy the 
cloude of mortal thinges ’ Thise wordes 
30 seide she, and with the lappe of hir gar- 
ment, y-plyted in a frounce, she dryede 
myn eyen, that weren fulle of the wawes 
of my wepinges 


MEfRr HI Tunc me discuaaa hquerunt 
node tenebre 

Thus, whan that night was discussed 
and chased a-wey, derknosses forlefton 
me, and to myn eyen repoirede ayein hir 
firste strengthe And, right hy ensaumple 
as the sonne is hid whan the storres hen 
clustred (that is to aeyn, whan aterrea hen 
covered mth cloudea) hy a swifte winde 
that highte Chorus, and that the firma- 
ment stant derked hy wete ploungy 
cloudes, and that the sterres nat apperen 10 
up-on hevene, so that the night semeth 
sprad up-on erthe yif thanno the wind 
that highte Borias, y-sent out of the ca^ es 
of the contree of Trace, hoteth this night 
(that la to aeyn, chaaeth it a-wey), and 15 
descovereth the closed day than shyneth 
Phehus y-shaken with sodein light, and 
smvteth with his hemes in mervelinge 
eyen 

Prose III JTaud aliter tristicie nchulia 
1 diaaolutia 

Eight so and non other wyse, the 
cloudes of sorwe dissolved and don a-wey, 

I took hevene, and recei\ede mmdo to 
knowen the face of my fysicien , so that 
I sette myn eyen on hir, and fastnode my 5 
lookmge I heholde my nonce Philo- 
sophic, m whos houses I hadde conversed 
and haunted fro my youthc , and I seide 
thus ‘ O thou maistrcsse of alle vertues, 
descended from the soverem sete, why lo 
artow comen in-to this solitarie place of 
myn exil? Artow comen for thou art 
maked coupahle with me of false blames ^ ’ 

Fhil ‘ O,’ quod she ‘ ray norry, sholde 
I forsaken thee now, and sholde I nat 15 
parten w ith thee, hy comune travaile, the 
charge that thou hast suffred for envie of 
my name ? Certes, it nere not leveful no 
sittinge thing to Philosophic, to leten 
with-outen companye the wey of him that 20 
IS mnocent Sholde I thanne redoute my 
blame, and agryson as though ther were 
bifallen a newe thing ? quaai diceret, non 
For trowestow that Philosophic he now 
alderfirst assailed in perils hy folk of 25 
wikkede maneres? Have I nat striven 
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with fill greet stryf, in olde tyme, bifore 
the age of my Plato, ayeines the foolhardi- 
nesse of folye ? And eek, the same Plato 
30 livinge, his maister Socrates deservede 
victorie of nnrightful deeth in my pre- 
sence The heritage of which Socrates — 
the heritage w to seyn the doctrine of the 
whiche Socrates in his oj^inioun of Felicitee^ 
35 that 1 clepe nelefulnesse — whan that the 
poeple of Epicunens and Stoiciens and 
many othre eniorceden hem to go ravissho 
everich man for his part — that is to seyn, 
that everich of hem wolde drawen to the 
J.O drjence 0/ his opinioun the woides of 
Socrates — tlity, as in partie of hir prove, 
to dr Owen me, cryinge and debatinge 
ther-ayeins, and corven and to-rcnten my 
clothes that I hadde woven with myn 
1-5 handes , and with tho cloutcs that they 
hidden aracod out of my dothes they 
wonten awey, weninge that I hadde gon 
with hem o’veivdel In whiche Epi- 
cunens and iitoiciens, for as moche as thor 
JO semede some traces or steppes of myn 
habite, the folye of men, weninge tho Epi- 
curiens and Stoiciens my famuleres, per- 
verted {sc persequendo) some thiough the 
orrour of the wikkede or uncunmnge 
multitude of hem I'his is to seyn that, 
far they semede philosophres, they weien 
pursued to the deeth and slayn So yif thou 
hast nat knowen the exilmge of Anaxo- 
gore, ne the enpoysoninge of Socrates, no 
5o tho tourments of Zeno, for they woren 
straungeres j it mightostow han knowen 
the Senecciens and the Canios and the 
•f-Soranos, of whiche folk the renoun is 
neither ovor-olde ne nnsolempne Tho 
65 whiche men, no-thing elles ne broughto 
hem to the deeth but only for they weren 
enfourmed of myne maneres, and seme- 
den most unlyke to the studies of wik- 
kede folk And forthy thou oughtest nat 
70 to wondron though that I, in the bittre 
see of this lyf, be fordriven with tem- 
pestes blowinge aboute, in the whiche 
tempestes this is my most purpos, that ts 
to Sign, to displesen to wikkede men Of 
75 whiche shrewes, al bo the ost never so 
greet, it is to dispyse , for it ms governed 
with no leder of resoun, but it is ravisshed 


only by fletinge errour folyly and lightly 
And if they som-tyme, makmge an ost 
ayeins us, assaile us as stronger, our leder 8< 
draweth to gidere hise richesses in-to his 
tour, and they ben ententif aboute sir- 
pulers or sach els unprofitable for to taken 
But we that ben hoye aboven, siker fro 
alle tumulte and wode noise, wamestored 8< 
and enclosed m swich a palis, whider as 
that chatennge or anoyinge folye no may 
nat atayno, we scomo swiche ravineres 
and hentei es of fouleste thmges 

Mei re IV Quisquis composito serenus euo 
Who so it be that is deer of vertu, sad, 
and wel ordinat of livinge, that hath put 
under foot the proude werdes and looketh 
ujiriglit up-on either fortune, he may 
holde his chore undiscomfited The rage 5 
ne tho manaces of tho see, commoeainge 
or chasmge upward hete fro the botme, 
ne shal not moevo that man , ne tho 
unstable mountaigno that highto Vesevus, 
that wiytheth out through his brokene n 
chimmees smokinge fyres No the wey 
of fthondor leyt, that is wont to smyten 
heye tourcs, ne shal nat moove that man 
Wher-to thanne, o wrecches, drode je 
tirauntes that ben wode and felonous r 
with-oute any strengthe? Hope after 
no-thing, ne drede nat , and so shaltow 
desarmen the ire of thilke unmighty 
tiraunt But who so that, quakinge, 
dredeth or desireth thing that ms nat 21 
stable of his right, that man that so doth 
hath cast awey his sheld and is remoeved 
fro his place, and enlaceth him in the 
cheyne with the ■which he may ben 
drawen 2 

Prose IV Senttsne, tnqmt, hec 
Felostow, ' quod she, ‘ thise thmges, 
and entren they aught in thy corage? 
Artow lyke an asse to the harpe ? W^hy 
wepestow, why spiUestow teres ? Yif 
thou abydest after help of thy leche, thee 5 
bihoveth disoovere thy wounde ’ Tho 
I, that hadde gadored strengthe in my 
corage, answorede and seide ‘ And 
nedeth it yit,^ quod I, ‘of rehersmgo or 
of amonioioun, and sheweth it nat i< 
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y-nough by him-solf the shai-pne^se of 
Fortune, that weveth wood ayems me •* 
Xg moeveth it nat thee to soon the face 
or the maneie of this pi ice (e xmsoun)^ 
15 Is this the libraiiG whiche that thou 
haddest chosen, for a right certein seto to 
theo in in> 11 lions, ther-as thondespntedest 
ofte with me of the sciences of thinges 
touchingo divinitoe and touchingo man- 
20 kmdo ? Was thanne myn habite swich 
as it IS now ? Was than my face or my 
chere swiche as now {quasi dictret, non), 
whan I soughte witli thco secrets of 
nature, whan thou enformedcst my ma- 
25 neres and the rcsoun of alle my Ij f to the 
ensaumple of the ordre of hevene ? Is nat 
this the gueidoun that I referre to thee, 
to whom I have be obeisaunt? Cortes, 
thou confermedest, by the mouth of Plato, 
30 this sentence, that is to seyn, that comuuo 
thinges or comunalitees weren blisful, yif 
they that hadden studied al fully to wis- 
dom governeden thilko thinges, or elles 
yif it so bihlle that the governouns of 
35 comunalitees studiedon to geten wisdom 
Thou SGidest eek, by the mouth of the 
same Plato, that it was a necossarie 
cause, wyse men to taken and desiie the 
govemaunce of comune thinges, for that 
40 the govemements of citees, y-left in the 
handes of felonous tormentours citizenes, 
ne sholde nat bringe in pestilence and 
destruccioun to gode folk And therfor 
I, folwmge thilko auctoritee {sc Platonis), 
45 desired to putten forth in execucioun and 
in acte of comune administracioun thilko 
thinges that I haddo lerned of thee among 
my secree resting-whylcs Thou, and god 
that putte thee in the thoughtes of wyse 
50 folk, ben knowingo with me, that no- 
thing ne broughte me to maistiie or 
digniteo, but the comune studio of alle 
goodnesso And ther-of cointh it that 
bi-twixen wikked folk and mo ban ben 
55 grevous discordes, that ne mighten ben 
relesed by preyeres , for this libertee hath 
the freedom of conscience, that the wratthe 
of more mighty folk hath alwey bon de- 
spysed of me for savacioun of right How 
60 ofte have I resisted and withstonde thilke 
man that highte Gonigaste, that made 


alwey assautes a’v eins the prospre fortunes 
of pore feble folk? How ofte eek have 
I put of or cast out him, Trigwille, pio- 
vost of the kingos hous, bothe of the ^5 
wronges that he hadde bigunno to don, 1 
and eek fully performed ? How ofte have 
I covered and defended by the auctoi itce 
of me, put ayems penis — that is to seyn, 
put myn auctoritee in peril for — the 70 
wiecched pore folk, that the covetyse of 
str lungeres unpunished tourmentedt n 
alwey with miseyses and gt evaunces out 
of noumbre ? Never man ne drew me vit 
fro right to wronge Whan I say the 715 
fortunes and the richosses of the pocplo 
of the provinces ben harmed or amenused, 
outlier by priveo ravynes or by comune 
tributes or cariages, as sory was I as they 

that suffreden the harm Glossa 80 

Whan that Theodoric, the king of Guthes, ' 
in a dere yere, hadde hise gerneres ^ul of 
corn, and comaundede that no man nc sholde 
byen no corn til his com were sold, and that 
at a qrevous deiepiys, lioece withstood that 85 
ordinaunce, and ovei com it, knowinqe al 

this the kinq him-self Textus Whan 

it was in the souro hungry tyme, ther 
was establisshed or cryod grGV(>us and 
inplitable coempcioun, that men sayen 90 
wel it sholde greotly turmonten and en- 
damagen al the province of Campaigne, 

I took stryf ayems the provost of the 
pretorie for comune profit And, the king 
knowingo of it, I overconi it, so that the ^5 
coempcioun ne was not axed ne took 

effect [Glossa ] '[Coempcioun, that is to 

seyn, comune achat or bying to-gidere, that 
were establisshed up-on the poeple by swiche 
a manere imposicioun, as who so boughte io< 
a busshel corn, he moste yeve the king the 

Jtfte part [Textus] Paulin, a coun- 

seiller of Romo, the richesses of the 
whiche Paulin the houndes of the palays, 
that IS to seyn, the officer es, wolden han 10 
devoured by hope and covetise, yit drew 
I him out of the jowes {sc faucibus) of hem 
that gapeden And for as moche as the 
peyne of the accusacioun ajuged bifom ne 
sholde nat sodeinly henten ne punisshen 1 1 
wrongfully Albm, a counseiUer of Rome, 

I putte me ayems the hates and indig- 
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naciouna of the accuser Ciprian Is it nat 
thanne y-nough y-scyn, that I have pur- 
t5 chased grete discordes ayems my-self’ 
But I oughte be the more assured ayems 
alle othre folk {s liomaijns), that for the 
love of rightA^ isnesse I ne reserved never 
no-thmg to my-self to liomward of the 
c) kinges halle, sc officers^ by the whiche 
I y ore the more siker But thorugh tho 
same accusers accusmge, I am con- 
dompned Of the noumbir of the whiche 
accusers oon Basilius, that whylom was 
5 chased out of the kmges service, is now 
compelled in accusingo of my name, for 
nede of forome moneye Also Opilion and 
Oaudenc ms han accused mo, al be it so 
that tho justice regal haddo whylom 
o domed hem bothe to go in to exil for hir 
trecheryes and fraudos withoute noumbir 
To whiche jugement they noldon nat 
obeye, but defendedon hem by tho sikor- 
nesse of holy houses, that ts to 8eyn,fledden 
into seintuaries , and whan tins was aper- 
ceiyed to the king, he comaundodo, that 
but they voidede the citec of Kavenne by 
certein day assigned, that men sholde 
merken hem on the forheved with an hoot 
o yren and chasen hem out of tho toune 
Now what thing, someth thee, mighte ben 
lykned to this crueltee ? For certos, thilke 
same day was received tho accusmge of 
my name bj thilke same accusers What 
^ may ben seid her-to ? {quasi diceiet^ nichil) 
Hath my studie and my cunninge de- 
served thus , or elles tho forseido damp- 
nacioun of Tne, made that hem rightful 
accusers or no ? {quasi diceret, non) Was 
o not Fortune ashamed of this ? Certes, al 
hadde nat Fortune ben ashamed that 
innocence was accused, yit oughte sho 
han had shame of tho filtlie of myne 
accusours 

^=5 But, axestow m somme, of what gilt 
1 am accused, men seyn that I wolde saye 
the company e of the senatours And 
desirest thou to heren m what mamore f 
I am accused that I sholde han dos- 
o tourbed the accuser to beien lottres, by 
whiche he sholde han maked the sena- 
toures gilty ayems the kmges real ma- 
jestee 0 maistresse, what demestow of 


this ? Shal I forsake this blame, that I ne 
be no shame to thee ? {quasi duerd, non) it 
Certes, I have wold it, that is to seijn, the 
savacionn of the senat, ne I shal ne\cr 
leten to wilno it, and that I conf( sso and 
am aknowe , but the entente of the 
accusor to be destourbed shal cese For i; 
shal I clepe it thanne a felonie or a smne 
that I hive desired tho sa-vacioun of the 
ordre of the senat? {quasi dicoret^ dulnto 
quid) And certes yit hadde thilke same 
senat don by me, thorugh hir decrets and ij 
hir jugements, as though it were a sinne 
or a felonie , that is to seyn, to mine the 
savacioun of hem {sc senatus) But folye, 
that Ijeth alwey to him-self, may not 
ohaunge the merite of thinges Ne I trowe i8 
nat, by the jugement of Sociates, that it 
were levcful to me to hvde the sothe, 
ne assente to losinges But certes, how 
so ever it bo of this, I putto it to gessen or 
proisen to the jugement of thee an I of i8 
wyse folic Of whiche tiling al the ordi- 
naunce and the sothe, for as moche as 
folk that ben to comen after our dayes 
shullen knowen it, I have put it in scrip- 
ture and in remembraunce For touching 19 
the lettres falsly maked, by whiche lettres 
I am accused to han hoped the fiedom of 
Rome, what apertoneth me to speke ther- 
of ? Of whiche lottres the frauds hadde 
ben shewed aportly, yif I hadde had 15 
libertee for to han used and been at the 
confessioun of myne accusours, the 
whiche thing in alle nedes hath greet 
strengths Foi what other frodom may 
men hopen ? Certes, I wolde that som 20 
other fredom mighte ben hoped I wolde 
thanne han answered by the wordos 
of a man that highte Camus , for whan 
he was accused by Gams Cesar, Ger- 
meynes sone, that he {Camus) was know- jo 
inge and consentinge of a conjuraiioun 
y-maked ayems him (sc Gaius), this 
Camus answerede thus “ Yif I hadde 
wist it, thou haddest nat wist it In 
which thing sorwe hath nat so dulled my 21 
wit, that I pleyne only that shrewedo folk 
aparailen felonies ayems vertu , but 1 
wondre gxeetly how that they may per- 
forme thmges that they hadde hoped for to 
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don For-why, to wilne shrewednesse, deetli to al gode men, algates the sentence 
that comth peraventure of cure defaute , sholde han punisshed me, present, con- 
but it IS lyk a monstre and a mervaille, fessed, or convict But now I am remewed 
how that, in the present sighte of god, fro the citee almost fyve hundred 

may ben acheved and performed swiche thousand pas, I am with-oute defence 270 
520 thinges as every felonous man hath con- dampned to proscnpcioun and to the 
ceivod m Ins thought ayeins innocents deeth, for the studie and bountees that 
For which thing oon of thy famileres nat I have doon to the senat But 0 , welben 
unskilfully axed thus “ Yif god is, they worthy of mente {as who seith^ nay), 
whennes comen wikkede thinges ? And ther miglite never yit non of hem be 275 
525 yif god ne is, whennes comen gode convict of swiche a blame as m3me is ’ Of 
thinges?” But al hadde it ben leveful whiclie trespas, myne accusours sayen ful 
that felonous folk, that now desiren the wcl the dignitee , the whiche dignitce, 
blood and the deeth of alle gode men and for they wolden derken it with modeling 
eek of alle the senat, han wilned to gon of som felonye, they baren me on hand, 280 
2^0 destroyen me, whom they han seyen and lyeden, that I hadde point and do- 
alwey batailen and defonden gode men fouled my conscience with sacrilege, for 
and eek al the senat, yit had I nat coveitise of dignitee And certes, thou thy- 
dcsserved of the faderos, that is to seyn, of self, that art plaunted in me, chacodest 
the senatoures, that they sholden wilne my out of the sege of my corage al coveitise of 285 j 
235 destruccioun mortal thinges , ne sacrilege hadde no ' 

Thou remembrest wel, as I gesso, that leve to han a place in mo bifom thyne 
whan I woldo doon or seyen any thing, eyon For thou droppedcst every day in 
thou thyself, alwey present, rewledest mo myne-^eres and m my thought thilke 
At the city of Verone, whan that the comaundoment of Pictagoras, that is to 290 
240 king, gredy of comuno slaughter, caste seyn, men shal serve to godde, and not to 
him to transporten up al the ordie of tho goddes No it was nat convenient, ne no 
senat the gilt of his real majestee, of the nede, to taken help of tho foulest spirites , 
whiche gilt that Albin w IS accused, with I, that thou hast ordeined and set in 
how gret sikernesse of peril to me do- swiche excellence that thou makedcst me 295 
245 fendode I al the senat * Thou wost wel lyk to god And over this, the right clone 
that I seyo sooth, no I no avauntede mo secroe chaumbre of myne hous, that is to 
never in preysmge of my self For alwey, seyn, my wyf, and the companyo of myn 
whanany wight receiveth precious renoun honest freendes, and my wyves fader, as 
in avauntinge him-self of Ins werkes, he wel holy as worthy to ben reverenced 
250 amonusoth the secree of his conscience thorugh his owne dodes, defenden me 
But now thou mayst wol seen to what from alio suspecioun of swich blame But 
endo I am comen for myne innocence , 0 malice ’ For they that accusen me 

I receive peyne of fals felonye for guerdon taken of thee, Phtlosophte, feith of so gret 
of verray vertu And what open con- blame’ For they trowen that I have had 
2 >55 fessioun of felonye hadde ever juges so aflinitee to malefice or enchauntement, 
acordaunt 111 crueltee, that is to seyn, as by-causo that I am rcplcnisshed and 
myn accusinge hath, that either errour of fulfilled with thy techinges, and enfoimed 
mannes wit or elles condicioun of For of thy maneres And thus it sufhseth not 

tune, that is uncertein to alle mortal only, that thy reverence ne availe mo not, 310 
360 folk, ne submittede some of hem, that is but-yif that thou, of thy free wiUe, rather 
to seyn, that it ne enclynede som juge to han be blemished with myn offcncioun But 
pttee or compassioun ? For al thogh I certes, to the harmes that T have, ther 
hadde ben accused that I wolde brenne bitydoth yit this encrecs of harm, that 
holy houses, and strangle preestes with the gessinge and the jugement of moche 315 
265 wikkede swerde, or that I hadde greythed folk ne looken no thing to the dcsertes of 
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thinges, but only to the aventure of 
fortune , and jugen that only swiche 
thinges hen purveyed of god, whiche that 

;2() temporel welefulnesse commendeth 

Glose As thus that, ytf a vnght have 
prospentee, he is a good man and worthy to 
han that prospentee, and who-so hath 
adversitee, he u a wikTcod man, and god 
[25 hath forsake him, and he is worthy to han 
that adversitee This is the opimoun of 

soine folk And ther-of comth that 

good gessinge, first of alle thing, forsaketh 
wrecches certes, it greveth me to thinke 
,30 right now the dyverse sentences that the 
poeple seith oi me And thus moche 
I seye, that the laste charge of contrarious 
fortune is this that, whan that any 
blame is leyd upon a caitif, men wcnen 
535 that he hath deserved that he suffroth 
And I, that am put awey fro gode men, 
and despoiled of dignitees, and defouled 
of my name by gessinge, have suffred 
torment for my gode dedcs Certes, me 
[40 Bemeth that I see the felonous covines of 
wikkcd men habounden in joye and in 
gladnosse And I see that every lorel 
shapeth him to findo out newe fiaudes for 
to accuse gode folk And I see that gode 
S45 men both overthrow on for drede of my 
peril , and every luxurious tourmentour 
dar doon alle felonyo uiipunisshed and 
ben excited therto by yiftcs , and inno- 
cents ne ben not only despoiled of sikcr- 
nesse but of defence , and therfore me list 
to cryen to god in this wyse — 

Meiki. Y 0 stellifen conditor orbis 

0 thou maker of the whele that bereth 
the sterres, which that art y-fastned to 
thy perdurable chayer, and tornest the 
hevene with a ravisshing sweigli, and 
S constreinest the sterres to suffren thy 
lawe , so that the mone som-tymo shyning 
with hir ful homes, meting with alle the 
homes of the sonne hir brother, hydeth j 
the sterres that ben lesse , and somtyme, 
10 whan the mone, pale with hir derke 
homes, approcheth the sonne, leseth hir 
lightes , and that the eve-sterre Hesperus, 
whiche that in the firste tyme of the night 

F 


brmgeth forth hir colde arysmges, cometh 
eft ayein hir used cours, and is pale by 15 
the morwe at the rysing of the sonne, and 
is thanne cleped Lucifer Thou rostreinest 
the day by shorter dwelling, in the tyme 
of colde winter that maketh the leves to 
falle Thou dividost the swifte tydes of 20 
the night, whan the hote somer is comen 
Thy might atempreth the variaunts 
SGsons of the yere , so that Zephirus the 
doboneir wind brmgeth ayein, in the first 
somer sesoun, the leves that the wind that 25 
highte Boreas hath reft awey in autumpne, 
that IS to seyn, in the laste ende of somer , 
and the sedcs that the sterro that highte 
A returns saw, ben waxen heye comes 
whan the sterre Sinus eschaufeth hem 30 
Ther nis no-thing unbounde from his olde 
lawe, ne forleteth the worke of his propre 
estat 0 thou governour, govermnge 
alle thinges by certein ende, why re- 
fusestow only to goveme the werkes of 35 
men by dewo manere? Why suffrest 
thou that slydinge fortune tometh so 
greto entiechaunginges of thinges, so that 
anoyous peyne, that sholde dewely 
punisshe f elouns, punissheth mnoc ents ? 40 
And folk of wikkede maneres sitten in 
heye chayres, and anoyinge folk treden, 
and that unrightfully, on the nekkes of 
holy men? And vertu, cler-shyningo 
naturelly, is hid m derke derkenesses, and 45 
the rightful man bereth the blame and 
the peyne of the feloun No forsweringe 
no the fiaude, covered and kembd with 
a fals colour, ne anoyeth nat to shrewes , 
the whiche shrewes, whan hem list to 50 
usen hir strengtho, they rejoysen hem to 
putten under hem the sovoreyne kinges, 
whiche that poeple with-outcn noumbre 
dreden 0 tliou, what so eyer thou 
be that knittest alle bondes of thinges, 55 
loke on thise wrecchede erthes , we men 
that ben nat a foule party, but a faj r 
party of so greto a werk, we ben tormented 
in this see of fortune Thou governour, 
withdraw and restreyne the ravisshinge ^ 
flodes, and fastne and ferme thise erthes 
stable with thilke bonde, with whiche 
thou governest the hevene that is so 
large * 

3 
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PiiosE V II ic uhl cmtinuato doloie 
delate aui 

Whan I hadde, with a continnel sorwe, 
sobbed or borken out tlnse thinges, she 
with hir cheie pesible, and no-thjng 
amoeved with my compleintes, seide thus 
5 ‘WTian I say thee/ quod she, ‘sorweful 
and wepinge, I wiste anon th it thou were 
a wrecche and exiled , but I m iste never 
how fer thyne exile -was, yif thy tale ne 
hadde shewed it to mo But certes, al be 
10 thou fer fro thy contree, thou nart nat 
put out of it , but thou hast failed of thy 
weye and gon amis And yif thou hast 
lever for to wene that thou be put out of 
thy contree, than hast thou put out thy- 
15 self rather than any other w ight hath For 
no wight but thy-self ne mighte never 
han don that to thee For yif thou ro- 
membre of what contree thou art bom, it 
ms nat governed by emporours, ne by 
20 governement of multitude, as weren the 
contrees of hem of Athenes , but 00 lord 
and 00 king, and that ts god, that ts lord of 
thy conbee, whiehe that rejoyseth him 
of the dwoUmg of hiso citezenes, and nat 
25 for to putto hem m cxil , of the whiche 
lorde it is a soverayne fredom to be 
governed by the brydel of him and obe\e 
to his justice Hastow foryoten thilke 
right olde la we of thy citee, in the m hiche 
30 citee it IS ordemed and establisshed, that 
for what wight that hath lever founden 
ther-in his sete 01 his hous than elles- 
wher, he may nat be exikd by no right 
from that place? For ^vho>so that is 
35 contened in-with the palis and the clos of 
thilke citee, ther ms no diede that he 
may deserve to ben exiled But who-so 
that leteth the wil for to enhabite there, 
he forleteth also to deserve to ben citezein 
40 of thilke citee So that I sey, that the 
face of this place ne moveth me nat so 
mochel as thyne owne face Ne I axe nat 
rather the walles of thy librarie, apar- 
ayled and wrought with y very and with 
45 glas, than after the sete of thy thought 
In whiche I putte nat whylom bokes, but 
I putte that that maketh bokes worthy of 
prys or precious, that is to seyn, the 


sentence of my bokes And certemly of 
thy deseites, bistowed in comune good, 50 
thou hast seid sooth, but after the multi- 
tude of thy gode dedes, thou hast seid 
fewe , and of the honestee or of the fals- 
nesse of thmges that ben aposed ayeins 
thee, thou hast remembred thmges that 55 
ben knowen to alle folk And of the 
ftlonyes and fraudes of thyne accusours, 
it semeth thee have y-touched it forsothe 
rightfully and shortly, al mighten tho 
same thmges betere and more plenti- 60 
\ouscly ben couth in the mouthe of the 
poeple that knoweth al this Thou hast 
eek blamed gretly and complemcd of the 
wrongful dede of the senat And thou 
hast sorwed for my blame, and thou hast 65 
wopen for the damage of thy renoun that 
IS apayred , and thy laste soi we eschaufede 
ayems fortune, and complemest that 
gueidouns ne ben nat evenliche y olden to 
the desertes of folk And in the latere 7° 
ende of thy wode Muse, thou preyedest 
that thilke pees that governoth the hevene 
sholde goeverne the erthe But for that 
manye ti ibulaciouns of affecciouns hin 
asssulcd thee, and sorwe and ire and 75 
wepmge to-drawen thee dyveisely , as 
thou art now feble of thought, mightier 
remedies ne shullen nat yit touchen thee, 
tor whiche we wol usen somdel lighter 
medicjm s so that thilke passiouns that 8a 
ben woxen h irde in swellmge, by peitur- 
baciouns flowing m-to thy thought, 
mowen wexen esy and softe, to receiven 
the strengthe of a moie mighty and more 
t gre medicine, by an esier touchmge 85 

Mr IRE VI 

(Jum Phehi radiu graue 

Canon 8 idu 8 inestuat 
"Whan that the hevy sterre of the 
Cancre eschaufeth by the hemes of Phe- 
bus, that ts to seyn, whan that Phebua the 
sonne ts in the eigne of the Cancre, who-so 
yeveth thanne largely hise sedes to the 5 
feldes that refusen to receiven hem, lat 
him gon, bigyled of trust that he hadde 
to his corn, to acorns of okes Yif thou 
wolt gadre violettes, ne go thou not to 
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ID the purpur wode whan tho leld, chiik- 
inge, agryseth of colde by the felnesse of 
the wmde that highte Aqnilon Yif thou 
dosirest or wolt usen grapes, ne seke thou 
nat, vuih a glotonous hond, to stiejno 
15 and presse the stalkcs of the Mne in the 
ferst somer sesoun , for Bachus, the god 
of vtyne, hath lather yoven hise jiftes to 
aiitumpne, the later ende of somer God 
toknoth and assigneth the tymes, ablinge 
20 hem to hir propres offices , ne he ne 
suffrcth nat the stoundes whicho that 
him self hath dovyded and constreyned 
to b( n y-medled to gidere And forthy 
he that foileteth ceitein ordinaunce of 
2') doinge by over-thiowinge wey, he ne hath 
no glade issue or ende of his werkes 

Prose VI Pi tmum igttui pacer mie me 
paumlis 1 ogacionibus 

First woltow suffre me to touche and 
'issaye tho estat of thy thought by a fewe 
demaundes, so that I may understonde 
what be the manere of thy curacioun ? ’ 
5 Boecc ‘Axe me/ quod 1 , ‘at thy 'willo, 
what thou wolt, and I shal answere ’ 

Tho soldo she thus ‘Whether -we- 
nestow,’ quod she, ‘ that this woild be 
governed b> foolish happes and for- 
10 tunous, or tiles that thfie be in it any 
govoinentnt of resoun ’ ‘Ceites,’ 
quod 1 , ‘ I ne tiowe nat in no mam ri , 
that so certcin thinges shohle bo moe\ed 
by fortunous fortune , but I wot wel that 
15 god, maker and ma’yster, is governour of 
his work Ne never nas yit day that 
mighte putte mo out of tho sotlmesso of 
that sentence ’ 

‘ So is it/ quod she , ‘ for tho same 
20 thing songe thou a litel her-biforn, and 
biweyledest and biweiitest, that only men 
wei en put out of the cure of god For of 
alle other thinges thou ne doutedest nat 
that they nere governed by resoun But 
25 O'wh ' (t pape ') I wondre gretly, certes, 
why that thou art syk, sin that thou art 
put in so holsom a sentence But lat us 
seken depper, I conjecte that ther lak- 
keth I not nere what But sey me this 
30 sin that thou ne doutest nat that this 


world bo governed by god, with whiche 
govornailes takestow hede tint it is 
governed ^ ’ ‘ Unnethe, ' quod I, ‘ knowe 

I the sentence of thy questioun , so that 
I ne may nat jit answeren to thy de- ^5 
maundes " 

‘I nas nat deceived,^ quod she, ‘fhat 
ther no faileth somwhat, by whiche the 
maladyo of thy peiturbacioun is crept 
in-to thy thought, so as the strengthe of 40 
the pahs chyning is open But sey me 
this remembrest thou what is tho ende 
of thmges, and winder that the enten- 
cioun of alle kinde tendeth r' ' ‘I have 
herd it told som-tjme,’ quod I, ‘ but 45 
dieiinesse hath dulkd my memoiie ’ 

‘Certes,’ quod she, ‘thou west wel 
whennes that alle thmges ben comen and 
piocedeth? ^ ‘ I wot wel,’ quod I, and 

answerode, that ‘ god is beginning of al ’ 50 

‘ And how m i\ this be, quod she, ‘ that, 
sill thou knowest the beginning of 
thinges, that thou ne knowost nat what 
IS tho endo of thinges? But swiche ben 
tho custom es of peiturbaciouns, and this ^5 
power they ban, that they may moeve 
a man out of his place, that is to seyn, fro 
the stablenes and perfeccioun of his Know- 
inge , but, certes, they may nat al arace 
him, ne alien e him m al But I wolde 6a 
that thou woldest answere to this 
icmembiestow that thou ait a man?’ 

‘ Why sholdo I nat remembre that ? ’ 
quod I 

‘Mavstow nat telle me thanne,'quod 65 
she, ‘what thing is a maii-^’ ‘ Axestow 
me nat,’ quod I, ‘whether tint I be 
a 1 esonable mortal beest ? I w oot w cl, and 
I conf esse wel that I am it ’ 

‘Wistestow nevci vit that thou were 70 
any other thing quod she ‘No,’ 
quod 1 

‘ Now woot I,’ quod she, ‘ other cause of 
thy maladye, and that right grete Thou 
hast left for to knowen thy-self, what 75 
thou art , thorugh whiche I have pleynly 
founden tho cause of thy maladye, or ellos 
the entiee of recover inge of thyn hele 
Por-why, foi thou art confounded with 
foiyeting of thy-self, for-thy sorwestow 80 
that thou art exiled of thy propre goodes. 
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And for thou ne west what is the ende of 
thinges, for-thy demestow that felonous 
and wikked men ben mighty and weleful 
85 And for thou hast foryeten by whiche 
govemements the world is governed, for- 
thy wenestow that thise mutaciouns ot 
fortune fleton with oute governour Thise 
ben grete causes not only to maladye, 
90 but, certes, grete causes to deoth But 
I thanke the auctor and the maker of 
hele, that nature hath not al forleten 
thee I have grete norisshinges of thyn 
hele, and that is, the sot he sentence of 
95 govemaunce of the woilde , that thou 
bilevest that the governmge of it nis nat 
subject ne underput to the folie of thise 
happes aveiiturous, but to the rosoun of 
god And ther for doute thee no-thmg , 
100 for of this htel spaik thyn hote of lyf 
shal shyne But for as moche as it is 
nat tyme yit of faster remedies, and the 
nature of thoughtes deceived is this, 
that as ofte as they casten awey sothe 
ro5 opmiouns, they clothen hem in false 
opiniouns, of which false opmiouns the 
derkenesse of perturbacioun wexeth up, 
that confoundeth the verray insighte 
and that derkenesse shal I assaye som- 
lio what to maken thinno and wayk by 
lighte and menelicho remedies , so that. 


after that the derkenesse of deceivmge 
desiringes is don awey, thou mowe knowe 
the shynmge of verray light 

Metre VII Nuhibus atris 

The sterres, covered with blake cloudes, 
ne mo wen yeten a doun no hght Yif the 
trouble wind that hight Auster, turning 
and walwinge the see, medleth the hete, 
that ts to seyn, the hoyling up from the 5 
hotme , the wawes, that whylom weren 
clere as glas and lyke to the faire clere 
dayes, withstande anon the sightes of men 
by the filthe and ordure that is resolved 
And the fletmge streem, that royleth 10 
doun dyversly fro heye mountaignes, is 
arested and resisted ofte tyme by the 
encountringe of a stoon that is departed 
and fallen from som roche And for- 
thy, yif thou wolt loken and demen 15 
sooth with deer light, and holden the 
wey with a right path, weyve thou joye, 
dryf fro thee drede, fleme thou hope, ne 
lat no sorwe aproche , that is to seyn^ lat 
non of thise four passiouns over-comen thee 20 
or blende thee For cloudy and derke is 
thilke thought, and bounde with brydlcs, 
where-as thise thinges regnen * 


Explicit Liber Primus 


BOOK II 


Prose I Postea pauhsper conticmt 

After this she stmte a litel , and, after 
that she hadde gadered by atemi)re stdle- 
nesse myn attencioun, she seide thus 
{As who mights seyn thus After thus 
S thinges she stmte a htel , and whan she 
aperceived by atempre stillenesse that I uxis 
ententif to herkene hir, she bigan to speke in 
this wyse) ‘ Yif I, ^ quod she, ‘ have under- 
stonden and knowen outrely the causes 
xo and the habit of thy maladye, thou 
languissest and art deleted for desyr and 
talent of thy rather fortune She, that 


like Fortune only, that is chaunged, as 
thou feynest, to thee-ward, hath perverted 
the cleernesse and the estat of thy corage 15 
I undorstonde the fele-foldo colours and 
deceites of thdke merveilous monstre 
Fortune, and how she useth ful flatermge 
familaritee with hem that she enforetth 
to bigyle , so longe, til that she confounde 20 
with unsufferable sorwe hem that she 
hath left in despeyr unpurveyed And yif 
thou remembrest wel the kmde, the 
maneres, and the desert of thilke Fortune, 
thou shaft wel knowe that, as in hir, 2 \ 
thou never ne haddest ne hast y-lost any 
fair thing But, as I trowe, I shal nat 
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gretly travailen to do thee rememhren on 
thise thinges For thou were wont to 
30 hurtelen and despvsen hir, with manly 
wordes, whan she was hlaundissinge and 
present, and pursewedest hir with sen- 
tences that were drawen out of myn 
entree, that ts to seyn, out of myn tnforma- 
35 cioun But no sodein mutacioun ne 
bitydeth nat with-oute a manere chaung 
ingo of corages , and so is it befallen that 
thou art a litcl departed fro the pees of 
thv thought 

40 But now IS tymo that thou drinke and 
ataste some softe and delitablo thinges , 
so that, whan they ben entrod with in 
thee, it mowe maken wey to stiengere 
dnnkes of modicyiies Com now forth 
45 therfore the suasioun of swetenesse re- 
thorien, whiche that goth only the right 
wey, whyl she forsaketh nat mvne 
estatuts And with Rhetonce com forth 
Musice, a damisel of our hous, that 
50 singeth now lighter moedes orprolaciotins, 
now hevyer What eyleth thee, man? 
What is it that hath cast thee in-to 
mominge and in-to wepinge? I trowe 
that thou hast seyn som newe thing and 
55 uncouth Thou wenest that Fortune he 
chaunged ayein thee , but thou wenest 
wrong, yif thou that wene Alwey tho 
ben hir maneres , she hath rather kept, 
as to thee-ward, hir propre stablencsso in 
60 the chaunginge of hir-self Right swich 
was she whan she flatered thee, and 
deceived thee with unlevelul lykinges of 
fals welefulnesse Thou hast now knowen 
and ataynt the doutous or double visage 
6^ of thilke blinde goddesse Fortune She, 
that yit coveroth hir and wimpleth hir 
to other folk, hath shewed hir every- 
del to thee Yif thou aprovest hir and 
thonkest that she is good, use hir maneres 
70 and pleyne thee nat And yif thou 
agrysest hir false trecherye, despyse and 
cast awey hir that ployeth so harmfully , 
for she, that 13 now cause of so muche 
sorwo to thee, sholde ben cause to thee of 
7c; pees and of joye She hath forsaken thee, 
forsothe , the whiche that never man 
may ben siker that she ne shal forsake 
him Glose But natheles, some boJees 


han the text thus For sothe, she hath 
forsaken thee, ne ther nis no man siker 80 

that she ne hath nat forsaken 

Holdestow than thilke welefulnesse 
precious to thee that shal passen ? And 
13 present Fortune dereworthe to thee, 
which that nis nat feithful for to dwelle , 
and, whan she goth awey, that she 
brmgeth a wight in sorwe ? For sm she 
may nat ben with holden at a mannes 
wille, she maketh him a wrecclie whan 
she departeth fro him What other thing ^ 
IS flittmge Fortune but a maner she vmge 
of wrecchednesse that is to comen ? 
it ne suffyseth nat only to loken on thinge 
that IS present biforn the eyen of a man 
But wisdom loketh and amesureth the 93 
ende of thinges , and the same chaung- 
inge from oon in to an other, that t<i to 
seyn^ from adversitee tn4o prospentee, 
maketh that the manaces of Fortune ne 
ben nat foi to dreden, ne the flateringes 100 
of hir to ben desired Thus, at the lasto, 
it bihoveth thee to sulfren with evene 
wille inpacience al that is don in-with the 
floor of Fortune, that ts to seyn^ tn this 
world, sin thou hast ones put thy nekke 105 
under tho yok of hir For -vif thou wolt 
wryten a 1 iv e of wendinge and of dwell- 
inge to Fortune, whiche that thou hast 
chosen frely to ben thy ladj , artow nat 
wrongful in that, and makest Fortune no 
wroth and aspere by thjn inpatience, 
and yit thou mayst nat chaunge hir? 

Yif thou committest and bitakest thy 
sailes to the winde, thou shalt be shoven, 
not thider that thou woldest, but whidei 115 
that the wind shoveth thee Yif thou 
castost thy sedes in to the feldes, thou 
sholdcst han in minde that the yeres ben, 
amonges, other-whyle plentevous and 
other-whyle bareyne Thou hast bitaken uo 
thy-self to the go\ ernaunce of Fortune, 
and for-thy it bihoveth thee to ben 
obeisaunt to the maneres of thy lady 
Enforcest thou thee to aresten or with- 
holden the swiftnesse and the sweigli of 123 
hir turnmge whele ? O thou fool of alle 
mortal fooles, if Fortune bigan to dwelle 
stable, she cesede thanne to ben For- 
tune ! 
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Metre I ITec cum supn ha ucrtertt uites 
(leoctra 

Wliaii Fortune with a proud riglit 
hand hath torne^l hir chaunginge 
stoundes, she fareth Ijk the maneres of 

the boilinge Furype Glosa Eunjpc 

^ IS an aim of the see that ebbeth and 
Jloweth, and somdyme the streem ts on 

0 sydCy and som-tyme on the other 

Text She, cruel Foitune, casteth adoun 
hinges that whylom weren y di ad , and 

10 she, deceivable, enhaunseth up the hum- 
ble chere of him tint is discomfited 
Ne she neither heieth ne rekkcth of 
wrecchede wepinges , and she is so hard 
that she laugheth and scorneth the u ep- 
inges of hem, the whiche she hath maked 
wepe with hir free wille Thus she 
ployeth, and thus she proeveth hir 
strengthes , and sheweth a gieet wonder 
to alle hir sen^auntes, yif that a wight 
ao is seyn weleful, and ovtrthrowe 111 an 
houre 

Prose II Vellem autcm pauca tecum 

Certes, I wolde pletcn with thee a fewe 
thinges, usmge the wordos of Fortune , 
tak hede now thy-self, yif that she axeth 
right “ 0 thou man, wher fore maktst 
5 thou me gilty by tliyne eveiy-daycs plcyn- 
inges? What wrong have I don thee? 
What goodes have I bireft thee that 
weren thyne? Stryf or plete with me, 
bifore what juge that thou wolt, ot the 
lopossessioun of richesses or of dignitccs 
And yif thou mayst sliewcn me that ever 
any mortal man hath received any of tho 
thinges to ben hise in propre, than wol 

1 graunte frely that alle thilke thinges 
15 weren thyne whiche that thou axest 

Whan that nature broughte thee forth 
out of thy moder wombe, I receyved thee 
naked and nedy of alle thinges, and 
I nonsshede thee with my richesses, 
aoand was redy and ententif through my 
favour to susteyne thee , and that maketh 
thee now mpaoient ayems me, and 
I envirounde thee with alle the aboun- 


dance and shynmge of alle goodes that 
ben in my right Now it lyketh me to 2$ 
with drawen my hand , thou hast had 
grace as he that hath used of foreme 
goodes , thou hast no right to pleyno 
thee, as though thou haddest outrely foi- 
lom alle thy thinges Why pleynest thou 30 
thanne^ I have done thee no wrong 
Richesses, honours, and swiche other 
thinges ben of my right My servauntf s 
knowen me for hir lady, they comen 
with me, and doparten whan I wendo ^5 
I dar wel affermen hardily, that yif tho 
thinges, of m hich thou ple5'ne8t that thou 
hast forlorn, hadde ben thyne, thou ne 
liaddest not lorn hem Shal I thanne 
only ben defended to usen my right ? 40 
Certes, it is lovoful to the hevene to make 
clero dayes, and, after that, to coveren 
tho same dayes with dorke nightes Tho 
ycor hath eek leve to apparailen the 
visage of the erthe, now with floures and 45 
now with fruit, and to confounden hem 
som tyme with reynes and with coldcs 
Tho see hath eek his right to ben som- 
tyme calme and blaundishmg with 
smothe water, and som-tyme to ben hor- 5a 
iiblo with wawes and with tempestes 
But the covotise of men, that may nat 
ben stanched, shal it binde mo to ben 
stedefast, sin that stedefastnesse is un- 
couth to my maneres? Swich is my 55 
strengthe, and this pley I pleye con- 
tmucly I tome the whirlmge wheel 
with the torning cerclo , I am glad to 
chaungen the lowest to tho heyest, and 
the heyest to the lowest Worth up, if 60 
thou wolt, so it be by this lawe, that thou 
ne holde nat that I do thee wronge thogh 
thou descende adoun, whan the resoun of 
my pley axeth it Wistest thou nat 
how Cresus, tho king of Bydiens, of 65 
whiche king Cyrus was ful sore agast 
a litel biforn, that this rewliche Cresus 
was caught of Cyrus and lad to the fyr to 
hen brent, but that a rayn descendede 
doun fro hevene that rescowede him ? 70 
And IS it out of thy minde how that 
Paulus, consul of Rome, whan he hadde 
taken the king of Perciens, weep pitously 
for the captmtee of the self kmge? 
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75 What other thing biwailen the cryinges 
of tragedies hut only the dedes of Fortune, 
that with an unwar stroke overtorneth 

realmes of grete nobley ? Glose Tra- 

gedte u to seyn^ a dttep of a proaperitee for 

80 a tyme^ that endoth in to ecchednesse 

Lernedest nat thou in Qreke, whan thou 
were yonge, that in the entree, or in the 
celere, of Jupiter, tlior ben couched two 
tonnes , that on is fill of good, that other 
85 13 ful of harm ? What right h ist thou to 
pleyne, yif thou hast taken more plcnte- 
vously of the godo syde, that la to seyn^ of 
my richesses and prosperites , end what 
eek if I ne be nat al departed fro thee ? 
90 What eek yit my mutabilitee yivoth thee 
rightful cause of hope to han yit beter 
thinges ? Natholes dismay e thee nat in 
thy thought , and thou that art put in 
the comuno realme of alio, no desyre nat 
95 to liven by thyn only propre right 

Mbtrf II St quantas rapidia flatibus 
incitus 

Though rientee, that is qoddeaae of 
rtchesaes, hielde adoun with ful horn, and 
withdraweth nat hir hand, as many 
richesses as the see torneth upwaid 
5 sandea whan it is mooved with ravissh- 
inge blastes, or elles as many rnhesses 
as ther shynen brighte stcrres on hevene 
on the sterry nightes , yit, for al that, 
mankindo noldo not ceso to wope wrecch- 
10 ede ployntes And al be it so that god 
receyveth gladly hir preyers, and yiveth 
them (as fool large) niocho gold, and 
aparaileth coveitous men with noble or 
clere honours yit someth hem haven 
15 y-geten no-thing, but alwey hir cmol 
ravyne, devouringe al that they hm 
geten, sheweth other gapinges , that la to 
sryn, qapen and desyren yit after mo 1 ich~ 
esaes What brydles mighten withholdcn, 
20 to any certein ende, the desordenee cove- 
tise of men, whan, ever the rather that it 
fleteth in large yiftes, the more ay bren- 
neth in hem the thurst of havinge? 
Certes he that, quakinge and dredful, 
25 weneth him-selveu nedy, he ne liveth 
never-more riche 


Prose III Htta igitur at pro se tet nm 
Fortuna loqneretui 

Tlierfor, yif that Foi-tune spake with 
thee tor hir-self in tins manero, for-sothe 
thou ne haddest nat what thou mightest 
answore And, it thou hast an-y -thing 
wherwitli thou mayest rightfully de- *5 
fendcn thy complcint, it bohoveth thee 
to sliewen it , and I wol yeven thee space 
to tellon it ^ Boece ‘ Corteynly,’ quod 
I thanne, ‘ thise beth faire thinges, 
and enointed with hony swetenesse of 10 
rethorike and musike , and only whyl 
th( y ben hei d they ben delicious But to 
wrecches is a depper felinge of harm , 
Urn IS to aeyn, that ivrecchea felen the 
harmed that they auffren more grevously 15 
than the remedies 0? the delitea of thtae 
wordea mowen gladen or comforten hem , so 
that, whan thise thinges stinten for to 
soime in eres, the sorwe that is inset 
groveth the thought ’ 20 

Phil ‘Right so is it,^ quod she ‘For 
thise ne ben yit none remedies of thy 
maladye , but they ben a maner norisah- 
inges of thy sorwe, yit rebel ayein thy 
curacioun For whan that tyme is, I *5 
shal moeve swiche thinges that percen 
hem self depe But natheles, that thou 
shalt notwilne toleten thy self a wrecche, 
hast thou foryeten the noumber and the 
manore of thy welofulnesse ? I holde me 30 
stillo, how that the soverayne men of the 
citee token thee in cure and kepinge, 
whan thou were orphelm of fader and 
moder, and were chosen in affinitee of 
princes of the citee , and thou bigunne 35 
rather to be loof and dere th^n forto ben 
a neighbour , the whiche thing is the 
most precious kinde of any propinquitee 
or alyaunce that may ben Who is it 
that ne seide tho that thou were right 4^ 
weleful, with so grete a nobleye of thy 
fadres-in-lawe, and with the chastitee of 
thy wyf, and with the oportunitee and 
noblesse of thy masculin children, that is 
to seyn^ thy sonesf And over al this—me 45 
list to passen the comune thinges— how 
thou haddest m thy youthe digniteos that 
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wer©n -werned to olde men But it de- 
lyteth me to comen now to the singnler 
50 nphepmge of thy w clef ulnesse Yif any 
fruit of mortal thinges may han any 
weighte or prys of welefulnesse, mightest 
thou ever foryeton, for any charge of 
harm that mighte hifalle, the remem 
55 braunce of thilke day that thou saye thy 
two sones maked conseileres, and y lad 
to-gedere fro thyn house under so greet 
assemblee of senatoures and under the 
blythenesse of poeplo , and whan thou 
60 saye hem set in the court in here chayeres 
of dignitcos? Thou, rethonen or pro- 
nouncere of kinges pi eysmges, deservedest 
glone of wit and of eloquence, whan 
thou, sittinge hitwene thy two Sones, con- 
65 seileres, in the place that highte Circo, 
fMfuldest the abydmge of the mul- 
titude of poeple that was sprad ahouten 
thee, with so large preysinge and laude, 
as men singen in victories Tho yave 
70 thou wordes to Fortune, as I trowe, 
that 18 to seyn^ tho feffedest thou Fortune 
unth glosinge wordes and deceivedest htr^ 
whan she acoyede thee and norisshtde 
thee as hir oA^ne delyces Thou here 
75 away of Fortune a yifte, that ts to aeyn^ 
sunche querdoun, that she never yaf to 
privee man Wilt thou theifor leye 
a rekeninge with Fortune? Slie hath 
now twinkled first upon thee with a -wilc- 
80 kede eye Yif thou considere the noum- 
bre and the manere of thy blisses and of 
thy sorwes, thou mayst nat forsaken that 
thou art yit blisful For if thou theifor 
wenest thy-self nat weleful, for thinges 
85 that tho semeden joyful ben passed, ther 
nis nat why thou sholdest wene thy self 
a wrecche , for thinges that semen now 
sorye passen also Art thou now comen 
first, a sodein gest, in-to the shadwe or 
po tabernacle of this lyf , or trowest thou 
that any stedefastnesse be in mannes 
thinges, whan ofte a swift houre dis 
Bolveth the same man , that ts to seyn, 
whan the soule departeth fro the body? 
95 For, al though that selde is ther any foith 
that fortunous thinges wolen dwellen, yit 
natheles tho laste day of a mannes lyf is 
a manere deeth to Fortune, and also to 


thilke that hath dwelt And therfor, 
what, wenestow, thar [thee] recche, yif 100 
thou forlete hir in deyinge, or elles that 
she, Fortune, forlete thee in fleeinge 
awey ? 

Metrk III Cum polo Phehus 
rosexa quadrtgts 

Whan Phobus, the sonne, biginneth to 
spreden his cleernesse with rosene charl- 
ottes, thanne the sterre, y-dimmed, paleth 
liirwhyte chercs, by tho flambes of the 
sonne that overcometh the sterre-light 5 
This 18 to aeyn, whan the sonne ts risen, 
the dey sterre wexeth pale, and leseth hir 
light for the qrete brightnesse of the sonne 
Whan the wode wexeth rody of rosene 
floures, in the first somer sesoun, thonigh 10 
the brethe of tho winde Zephirus that 
wexeth warm, yif tho cloudy AAind Auster 
blowe felliche, than goth awey the faire- 
nosso of thornes Ofte tho see is deer 
and calm withoute moevmge flodes , and 15 
ofte the horrible wind Aquilon moeveth 
boilingU tempestes and over whelveth tho 
see Yif tho forme of this worlde is so 
selde stable, and yif it tumeth by so 
many entrechaunginges, wolt thou tharne 20 
trusten in the tomblinge fortunes of 
men? Wolt thou trowen on flittingo 
goodes? It is certoin and establisshed 
by lawG perdurable, that no-thing that is 
engendred nis stedefast ne stable ’ 2$ 

Prose IY Tunc eqo, uera, 
inquam, commemoras 
Thanne seide I thus ‘ 0 nonce of alle 
vcrtues, thou seist ful sooth , ne I ne may 
nat forsake the right swifte cours of my 
piosperitoo , that ts to seyn, that prosperitee 
ne be comen to me wonder swiftly and sone 5 
But this is a thing that greetly smerteth 
me whan it remembreth me For in oUe 
adversitee of fortune, the most unsely 
kinde of contrarious fortune is to han 
ben weleful ’ 10 

Phtl ‘ But that thou,’ quod she, ‘ abyest 
thus the torment of thy false opinioun, 
that mayst thou nat rightfully blamen 
ne aretten to thinges as who seith, for 
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15 thou hastyit many hahundaunces of thmqea 

Text For al be it so that the ydel 

name of aventurous welefulnesse moeveth 
thee now, it is leveful that thou rekne 
with me of how manye grete thinges 
20 thou hast yit plenteo And thcrfor, yif 
that thilke thing that thou haddest for 
most precious in al thy richesse of for- 
tune be kept to thee yit, by the grace of 
god, unwemmed and undefouled, mayst 
2*) thou thanne pleyne rightfully upon the 
meschef of Fortune, sin thou hast yit thy 
beste thingcs ? Cortes, y it liveth in good 
point thilke precious honour of man- 
kinde, Symacus, thy wyves iader, which 
30 that IS a man maked alle of s ipience and 
of vertu , the whiolio man thou woldest 
byen reddy with the pijs of thyn owne 
lyf He bl\^aylcth the wronges that men 
don to thee, and nat for him self, for he 
35 liveth in sikernesse of any sentences put 
ayems him And yit liveth thy wyf, 
that is atempre of wit, and passmge other 
wimmen m clennesse of chastetee , and 
for I wol closen shortely hir bountees, she 
40 is lyk to hir fader I telle thee wel, that 
she liveth looth of this lyf, and kepeth to 
thee only hir goost , and is al maat and 
overcomen by wepinge and sorwe for 
dosyr of thee, in the wliiche thing only 
45 I moot graunten that thy welefulnesse is 
amenused What shal I sc>^n eek of thy 
tvo sones, conseilouis, of whiche, as of 
children of hir age, ther shyncth the 
lyknesse of the wit of hir fader or of hir 
1^0 elder fader ? And sin the sovereyn cure 
of alle mortel folk is to saven hir owen 
lyves, O how weleful art thou, yif thou 
knowe thy goodes ’ For jit ben ther 
thmges dwelled to thee •ward, that no 
man douteth that they ne ben more 
doreworthe to thee than tlijui owen lyf 
And for-thy drye thy teres, for yit nis 
nat everich fortune al hateful to thee- 
ward, ne over greet tempest hath nat yit 
60 fallen upon thee, whan that thyn ancres 
eleven faste, that neither wolon suifren 
the counfort of this tyme present ne the 
hope of tyme cominge to passen ne to 
faylen ' Boece ‘ And I preye,^ quod I, 
65 ‘ that faste moten they balden , for 


whyles that they halden, how-soever that 
thmges ben, I shal wel fleten forth and 
escapen , but thou mayst wel seen how 
grete aparayles and aray that me lak- 
keth, that ben passed away fro me ’ 70 

Fhtl ‘ I have som-what avaunsed and 
forthered thee,’ quod she, ‘ yif that thou 
anoye nat or forthinke nat of al thy 
fortune as ivho setfJi, I have somrwliat 
comforted thee, so that thou tempest thee 75 
nat thus utih al thy fortune, sin thou hxist 
yit thy heste thinqes But I may nat suffren 
thy delices, that pleynest so wepinge and 
anguissous, for that ther lakketh som- 
what to thy welefulnesse For what man 80 
IS so sad or of so parfit welefulnesse, that 
he ne stryveth and ple5nieth on som halve 
ayen the qualitee of his estat ? For-why 
ful anguissous thing is the condicioun of 
mannes goodes , for either it cometh nat 85 
al togider to a wight, or elles it last nat 
perpetuel For sum man hath grete 
richcsses, but he is ashamed of his un- 
gentel linage , and som is renowned of 
noblesse of kinrede, but he is enclosed in 90 
so grete anguisshe of nede of thmges, that 
him were lever that he were unknowe. 
And som man haboundeth both m rich- 
esse and noblesse, but yit he bewaileth 
his chaste lyf, for he ne hath no wyf 95 
And som man is wel and selily y-maried, 
but he hath no children, and norissheth 
his nchesses to the eyres of strange 
folkes And som man is gladed with 
children, but he wepeth ful sory for the loc 
trespas of his sone or of his doughter 
And for this ther ne acordeth no wight 
lightly to the condicioun of his fortune , 
for alwey to every man ther is in som- 
what that, unassayed, he ne wot nat , or 105 
dies he dredeth that he hath assayed 
And adde this also, that every weleful 
man hath a ful delicat felmge , so that, 
but yif alle thmges bifalle at his o-wne 
wil, for he is impacient, or is nat used to no 
ban non adversitee, anon he is throwen 
adoun for every litel thmg And ful litel 
thmges ben tho that withdrawen the 
somme or the perfeccioun of blisfulnesse 
fro hem that ben most fortunat How *15 
many men, trowest thou, wolden demen 



146 


(gee<$tu0. (gfcoft n (m4(w nr 


hem self to ben almost in hevene, yif 
they mighten atayne to the leest party of 
the remnaunt of thy fortune ? Tins same 
jtao place that thou clepest exil, is contreo to 
hem that enhabiten heer, and forthy 
nothing [is] wecched but whan thou 
wenest it as ivho seith^ thou thy self^ no 
no Wight elles, ms a lorecche, hut whan he 
125 toeneth him-self a wrecche lyy reputai loun of 
hi8 coray e And ayoinward, alle fortune 
IS blisful to a man by the agreabletee or 
by the egalitee of him that suffreth it 
What man is that, that is so uelehil, 
130 that nolde changon his estat whan he 
hath lost pacienee? The swetnesse of 
mannes welefulnesso is spray nod with 
many biternesses , the whicho weleful 
nesse, al-though it seme swete and piyful 
135 to hem that useth it, yit may it nat ben 
with-holden that it ne goth away whan it 
wole Thanne is it wel sene, how wrocched 
is the blisfulnesse ot mortal thinges, that 
neither it dureth porpotuel with hem 
140 that every fortune receiven agreablely or 
egaly, ne it delyteth nat in al to hem 
that ben anguissous 0 ye mortal folk, 
what seke ye thanne blisfulnesse out of 
your-self, whiche that is put in your-self ? 
145 Errour and folye contoundeth yow 

I shal shewo thee shortely the poynt 
of sovereyne blisfulnesse Is ther any- 
thing more precious to thee than thy- 
self? Thouwolt answere, “ nay ” Thanne, 
*50 yif it so be that thou art mighty o\er 
thy-self, that is to seyn^ by tranquilUtee of 
thy sowle, than hast thou thing in thy 
power that thou noldest never leson, ne 
Fortune ne may nat bcneme it thee 
155 And that thou mayst knowe that blisful- 
nesse ne may nat standen in thinges that 
ben fortunous and tomporel, now undcr- 
stonde and gader it to-gidere thus Yif 
blisfulnesse be the sovereyn good of nature 
160 that liveth by resoun, ne thilke thing nis 
nat sovereyn good that may be taken 
awey in any wyse, (for more worthy 
thing and more digne is thilke thing that 
may nat ben taken awey) , than sheweth 
165 it wel, that the unstablenesse of fortune 
may nat atayne to receiven verray blis- 
tttlnesse And yit more over what man 


that tins toumbling welefulnesse ledeth, 
either he woot that it is chaungeable, or 
elles he woot it nat And yif he woot 170 
it nat, what blisful fortune may ther be 
in the blmdnosRo of ignorance ? And yif 
he woot that it is chaungexble, ho moot 
alwey ben adrad that he ne lese that 
thing that ho ne doiibteth nat hut that 175 
ho may lescn it , loho seithj he mot hen 
alwey agast, lest he le^e that he wot wel he 
may lese it For which, the continuel 
dreed that he hath ne suffreth him nat 
to ben weleful Or yif he lese it, ho 180 
weneth to be dispysed and forlotcn 
Certes eek, that is a ful litel good that 
IS born with e\ene herto whan it is lost , 
that IS to seyn, that men do no more fors of 
the lost than of the havinqe And for ns 185 
moche as thou thy self art he, to whom it . 
hath ben shewed and proved by ful 
manye demonstrnciouns, as I wot wel, 
that the sowles of men ne mowe nat 
deyen in no wyse and eek sin it is ( leer 190 
and certoiii, that fortunous welefulnesse 
endeth by the deeth of the body , it may 
nat ben douted that, yif that deeth may 
take awey blisfulnesse, that alle the kinde 
of mortal thinges ne descendeth in to 195 
wrecchednesso l)y the endo of the deoth 
And sin we knowen wol, that many a 
man hath sought the fiuit of blisfulnesse 
nat only with suff inge of deeth, but oek 
with suffrmge of peynes and tormentes , 20a 
how mighte than this lucsent lyf makon 
men blisful, sm that, whan thilke solve 
lyf 18 ended, it ne maketh folk no 
wTecches ? 

Mfirf IV Qutsqius uolct perennem. 

What manor man, stable and war, that 
wolo founden him a perdurable sete, and 
no wole nat ben cast down with the loudo 
blastes of the wind Eurus, and wole 
dospyse the see, manasinge with flode-., 5 
lat him eschewen to bilde on the cop 
of the mountaigne or in the moiste sandes 
For the felle wind Auster tormenteth tho 
cop of the mountaigne with all his ’ 
strengthes , and the lause sandes refusen 10 
to beren the hevy wighte And forthy, 
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if thou wolt fleen the perilous aventuio, 
that ts to seyriy of the loorlde , have minde 
certeinly to ficc hen thjm hous of a merye 
15 site in a lowe stoon For although the 
■wind, troubling the see, thondre with 
over throwinges, thou tint art put in 
qiiiete, and weleful by strcngthe of thy 
palis, sh lit Icden a deer ago, scommgo 
20 the woodnesses and the ires of the eyr 

Pnosr V Set cum latunum lam in te 

But for as moche as the norisshmgfs 
of my resouns dc scenden now in to thee, 
T trowe it were tyme to usen a litel 
strenger medicynes Now understond 
5 hoor, al were it so that the yiftes of 
Fortune ne w ere nat brutel ne transitorie, 
what IS ther in hem that may be thyn 
in any tyme, or elles that it ms foul, yif 
th it it be considered and loked perfitly? 
10 Eichosses, ben they precious by the nature 
of hem self, or elles by the nature of 
thee ? What is most worth of richesses ? 
Is it nat gold or might of moneye 
assembled? Coitcs, thilke gold and 
15 thilhe moneye shyneth and yovethbetero 
renoun to hem that despenden it thanno 
to thilke folk that mokeren it , for av ir- 
ice maketh alwey mokereres to ben hated, 
and largesse maketh folk cleor of renoun 
20 For sm that swich thing as is transferred 
fram o man to another ne may nat 
dwellen with no man , ceites, thanne is 
thilke moneye precious whan it is trans- 
lated into other folk and stenteth to ben 
25 had, by usage of large yevinge of him 
that hath yeven it And also jif that al 
the moneye that is oyer-al in the worldo 
were gadered toward o man, it sholdo 
maken alio other men to ben nedy as of 
30 that And certes a voys al hool, that 
IS to seyn^ with oute amenusinge^ fulfilleth 
to-gidere the hering of moche folk , but 
certes, youre richesses ne mowen nat 
passen in to moche folke with-oute amen- 
35 usinge And whan they ben apassed, 
nedes they maken hem pore that for-gon 
the richesses 0 ’ streite and nedy clepe 
I this richesse, sin that many folk ne 
may nat han it al, ne al may it nat 


comen to o man with outen poverteo of 4° 
alle other folk • And the sliyninge of 
gemmes, that I clepe precious stones^ 
draweth it nat the oycn of folk to hem- 
waid, that is to seyn^ for the heautee ? But 
certes, yif ther wrie beautee or bountee 45 
in the sliyninge of stones, thilke cleer- 
nesse is of the stones hem-self, and nat 
of men , for w hicho I wondre gretly that 
men incryailcn on swiche thmges For- 
why, what thing is it, that yif it wanteth 50 
mo( ving and joyntuio of sowle and body, 
that by right mighte semen a fair crea- 
ture to him that hath a sowle of resoun ? 
For al bo it so that gemmes drawen to 
hem self a lit cl of the laste beautee of the 55 
world, through the entente ofhir creatour 
and through the distiiu c loun of hem self , 
yit, for as mochel as they ben put under 
youre exc ellence, they ne han nat deserved 
by no wey that ye sholden mervailen on 60 
hem And the beautee of feldes, delyteth 
it nat mochel un to yow ? ’ 

Boece ‘ Why sholdo it nat del3dcn us, 
sin that it is a right fair porcioun of the 
right fairs werke, that is to seyn^ of this 65 
world ? And right so ben we gladed som- 
tyme of the face of the see whan it is 
cleor , and also meryailen we on the 
hevene and on the sterres, and on the 
sonne and on the mone ’ 7^ 

Philosophye ‘ Aperteneth,’ quod she, 
‘any of thilke thmges to thee? Why 
daist thou glorifyen thee m the shynmge 
of any swiche thmges? Ait thou dis- 
tmgwed and embelised by the sprmginge 75 
flouros of the first somer sesoun, or 
swelleth thy pleniee in the fruites of 
somer? Why ait thou rayisshod with 
ydcl joyes? W hy embracest thou straunge 
goodes as they weren thyne ? Fortune ne 80 
shal neyer maken that swiche thmges 
ben thyne, that nature of thmges hath 
maked foreine fro thee Sooth is that, 
with outen doute, the frutes of the erthe 
owen to ben to the norissmge of bestes 85 
And yif thou wolt folfille thy nede after 
that it suffyseth to nature, than is it no 
nede that thou seke after the superfluitee 
of fortune For with ful fewe things 
and with ful litel thmges nature halt hir 90 
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apayed , and yif tliou wolt aclioken the 
fuJfillinge of nature with superflnitees, 
certes, thilke thinges that thou wolt 
thresten or pouren in to nature shuUcn 
95 ben unjoyful to thee, or elles anoyous 
Wenest tliou eek that it bo a fair thing 
to shyne with dywerse clothinge? Of 
whiche clothinge jif the beautee be 
agreeable to loken up-on, I -sv ol morvailen 
loo on the nature of the mateie of thilke 
clothes, or elles on the werkman that 
wroughte hem But also a long route of 
meynee, maketh that a blisful man ? The 
whiche servants, yif they ben vicious of 
105 condiciouns, it is a great charge and a 
distruccioun to the hous, and a greet 
enemy to the lord him self And j if they 
ben goodo men, how shal straunge or 
foreine goodnesso ben put in the noumbre 
no of thy richesse? So that, by all these 
forsoide thinges, it is clearly y-shewed, 
that never oon of thilke thmges tint 
thou acountedest for thyne goodes nas 
nat thy good In the vhiche thmges, 
115 yif ther be no beautee to bon desyred 
why sholdest thou ben sory yif thou lose 
hem, or why sholdest thou rejoysen thee 
to holden hem? For yif they ben fine 
of hir oAvne kmde, what apeitoneth that 
120 to thee ? For al so wel sholden they han 
ben faire by hem-selvo, though they weren 
departed fram alle thyne richesses For- 
why faire ne precious ne weren they nat, 
for that they comen among thy richesses , 
125 but, for they semeden faire and precious, 
ther-for thou haddest lover rekne hem 
amonges thy richesses But what de- 
sirest thou of Fortune Tvith so grete a 
noise, and with so grete a fare ? I trowe 
130 thou seke to dryve awey nede with ha 
bundaunce of thinges , but certes, it 
torneth to you al in the contrarie 
Forwhy certes, it nedeth of ful manye 
helpinges to kepen the diversitee of 
135 precious ostelments And sooth it is, 
that of manye thinges han they nede 
that manye thinges han , and ayeinward, 
of litel nedeth hem that mesuren hir fille 
after the nede of kinde, and nat after 
140 the outrage of coveityse Is it thanne so, 
that ye men ne han no proper good 


y-set in you, for which ye moten seken 
outward youre goodes in foreine and 
subgit thinges? So is thanne the con- 
dicioun of thinges torned up-so-down, 145 
that a man, that is a devyne beest by 
merite of his resoun, thinketh that him- 
self nis neither faire ne noble, but yif 
it be thorugh possessioun of ostelments 
that ne han no sowles And certes, al 150 
other thinges ben apayed of hir owne 
beautee , but ye men, that ben semblable 
to god by your resonablo thought, desiren 
to aparailon your excellent kinde of the 
lowest thmges , ne ye undeistonden nat ii^S 
how gleet a wrong ye don to your 
creatour For he wolde that mankmde 
were most worthy and noble of any othre 
erthely thmges , and ye threste adouu 
} our dignitees benethe the lowest thmges 160 
For yif that al the good of every thinge 
be more precious than is thilke thing 
whos that the good is sin ye demen 
that the fouloste thmges ben youre 
goodes, thanne submitten ye and putten 165 
your selven under tho fouleste thinges 
by ycrur estimacioun , and certes, this 
tydeth nat with-oute youre desertes For 
certes, swiche is the condicioun of alle 
mankmde, that only whan it hath know- 170 
inge of it-selve, than passeth it in 
noblesse alle other thinges , and whan 
it forloteth the knowinge of it self, than 
IS it brought binethen alle beestes For- 
why al other livinge beestes han of kinde 175 
to knowe nat hem self , but whan that 
men leten the knowinge of hemself, it 
oomoth hem of vice But how brode 
shewetli tho errour and the folye of yow 
men, that wenen that any thing may 180 
ben aparailed with straunge aparaile- 
ments ’ But for sothe that may nat ben 
doon For yif a vnght shyneth with 
thinges that bon put to him, aa ihm^ if 
thilke thinges ahynen with which a man is 185 
aparailed, certes, thilke thinges ben 
comended and preysed with which he is 
aparailed, but natheles, the thing that 
IS covered and wrapped under that 
dweUeth m his filthe And I denye i9< 
that thillte thing be good that anoyeth 
him that hath it Gabbe I of this? 
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Thou 'wolt seye “ nay ” Cerfces, richesses 
han anoyed ful ofte hem that han tho 
95 richesses , sin that every wikked shrewe, 
(and for his wikkednesse the more gredy 
after other folkes richesses, wher so ever 
it be in any place, bo it gold or precious 
stones), weneth him only most worthy 
00 that hath hem Thou thanne, that so 
bisy dredest now the swerd and now the 
spere, yif thou haddest cntred in the 
path of this f a voide wayfermge man, 
than woldest thou smge beforn the theef , 
10 as who setth^ a poie man, that hei’th no 
nchesse on him by the weye, may holdely 
singe bifom theves, for he hath nat wherof 
to ben robbed 0 precious and right deer 
is the blisfulnesso of mortal iiclicsses, 
15 that, whan thou hast geten it, than hast 
thou lorn thy sikernesse ’ 

Metre V Felix nimium prior etas 

Bbsful was the first ago of men ’ They 
helden hem apayed with the metes that 
the trewe feldes broughten forth They 
ne distroyede nor deceivede nat hem-seli 
5 with outrage They weren wont lightly 
to slaken hir hunger at even with acornes 
of okes They ne coude nat medly the 
yifte of Bachus to the deer hoiiy, that 
IS to seyn, they coude make no piment nor 
10 clarree , ne they coude nat medle the 
brighte fleeses of the contree of beriens 
with the venim of Tyne , this is to seyn, 
they coude nat deyen whyte fleeses of Serien 
contree with the blode of a maner shelfisshe 
IS that men finden in Tyi le, with whiche blood 
men deyen purpur They slepen hoolsom 
slepes up on the gras, and dronken of the 
renninge wateres , and layeu under the 
shadwes of tho heye pyn trees Ne no 
20 gest ne straungere ne carf j it the heye 
see with ores or with shippes , ne they 
ne hadde seyn yit none newe strondes, 
to leden marchaundj se in to dyverse 
controes Tho weren the cruel clariouns 
25 fill hust and ful stiUe, ne blood y-shad 
by egre hate ne hadde nat deyed yit 
armures For wher-to or which wood 
nesse of enemys wolde first moeven armes, 
whan they seyen cruel woundes, ne none 


modes bo of blood y-shad? I wolde 30 
that oure tymes sholde tome ayem to 
tho olde maneres ’ But the anguissous 
lo\e of havinge brenneth m folk more 
cruely than the fyr of the mountaigne 
Ethna, that ay brenneth Allas ’ what 35 
was he that first dall up the gobetes or 
tho weightes of gold covered under erthe, 
and the precious stones that w olden han 
ben hid ^ He dalf up precious penis 
Ihat IS to seyn, that he that hem first up 40 
dalf, he dalf up a precious penl, for why 
for the preciousnesse of sunche thinge, hath 
many man ben in peril 

PitosE VI Quid autem de dignitatibus. 

But what shal I seye of dignitees and 
of powers, the winch e ye men, that 
neither knowen verray digniteo ne verray 
power, areysen hem as heye as tho 
hevcne ? The whiche dignitees and 5 
powers, yif they comen to any wikked 
man, they don as groto damages and 
destrucciouns as doth the flaumbe of the 
mountaigne Ethna, whan the flaiunbe 
walweth up , ne no deluge ne doth so 10 
cmel harmes Certes, thee remembreth 
wol, as I trowe, that thilke dignitee that 
men clepen the imperie of consulers, the 
whiche that whylom was biginnmge of 
fredom, j’^oure eldres coveiteden to han 15 
don away that digmtee, for the pryde of 
the consulers And right for the same 
pryde your eldres, biforn that tyme, 
hadden don awey, out of the citee of 
Rome, the kmges name , that is to seyn, 20 
they nolde han no longer no king But now, 
yif so be that dignitees and powers be 
yeven to goode men, the whiche thing 
IS ful selde, what ogreable thing is ther 
in tho dignitees or powers but only the 25 
goodnesse of folkes that usen hem ? And 
therfor it is thus, that honour ne comth 
nat to vertu for cause of digmtee, but 
ayemward honour comth to digmtee for 
cause of vertu. But whiche is thilke 30 
voure dereworthe power, that is so deer 
and so requerable? 0 yo ertheliche 
bestes, considere ye nat over which 
thmge that it semeth that ye han power ? 
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35 Now yif thou saye a mous amonges other 
mys, that chalaunged to him self-ward 
right and power over alle other mys, 
how greet scorn woldest thou han of it ' 
Glosa So fareth tthy men , the body hath 
40 power over the body For yif thou loLo 
wel up-on the body of a wight, what 
thing shalt thou finde more freolo than is 
mankinde , the wliiche men wcl ofte bon 
slayn with bytinge of smale flycs, or elles 
45 with the entrmge of crcpmge wormes 
in-to the privetees of mannes body? But 
wher shal man finden any man that may 
exercon or haunten any right up on 
another man, but only up on his body, 
50 or elles up-on thinges that ben lowere 
than the body, the whiche I clepe for- 
tunous possossiouns ? Mayst thou ever 
haye any comaundement over a free 
corage ? Mayst thou romuon ft o the estat 
55 of his propre reste a thought that is 
clyvmge to-gidere in him self by stede- 
fast resoun ? As why lorn a tyiaunt 
wende to confounde a fieo man of corage, 
and wende to constreyne him by torment, 
60 to maken him discover en and acusen folk 
that wisten of a coniuracioun, which I 
clepe a confederacies that was cast ayeins 
this tyrauut , but this free man boot of 
his owne tonge and caste it in the visage 
65 of thilke wode tyraunt , so that the tor- 
ments that this t>raunt wende to hm 
maked mater e of crucltee, this wyse man 
maked it matere of vei tu 
But what thing is it that a man may 
70 don to another man, that he ne may 
receyven the same thing of othro folk 
in him-self or thus^ what may a man don 
to folk, that folk ne may don him the same? 
I have herd told of Busindes, that was 
75 wont tosleen his gestes that herberwedin 
in his hous , and he was sleyn him self 
of Erculos that was his gest Ecgulus 
hadde taken in bataile many men of 
Affrike and cast hem in-to feteres , but 
80 sone after he moste yeve his handes to 
ben bounde with the cheynes of hem that 
he hadde whylom overcomen Wenest 
thou thanne that he be mighty, that 
hath no power to don a thing, that othre 
85 ne may don in him that he doth in othre ? 


And yit more over, yif it so were that 
thise dignitees or poweros hadden any 
propre or natural goodnesse in hem-self, 
never nolden they comen to shrewes 
For contrarious thinges ne ben nat wont 90 
to ben y felawshiped to gidere Nature 
refuseth that contrarious thinges ben 
y-joigned And so, as I am 111 certein 
that light wikkod folk han dignitees ofte 
tyme, than showeth it wel that dignitees 95 
and powers ne ben nat goode of hir owne 
kindo , sin that they sufFren hem-self to 
eleven or joinen hem to shrewes And 
certes, the same thing may I most 
dignoliche jugen and soyn of alle the 100 
yiftcs of fortune that most plentevously 
comen to shrewes , of the whiche yiftes, 

I trowe that it oughte ben considered, 
that no man doutoth that he ms strong 
in whom ho seeth strt ngtho , and in 105 
whom that swiftnesso is, sooth it is that 
he IS swift Also musike makoth niu- 
siciens, and phisike maketh phisiciens, 
and rethoriJte rcthonens For why the 
nature of eveiy thing makoth his pro- no 
pretee, ne it is nat ontremedlod with the 
effects of the contrarious thinges , and, 
as of wil, it chaseth out thinges that bon 
to it contrarie But certes, nchesse may 
not rebtreyne avarico unstaunched , no 1 15 
power ne maketh nat a man mighty 
over him-solf, whiche that vicious lustes 
holden dostreyned with cheynes that no 
mowen nat be unbounden And digni- 
teos that ben yeven to shrewede folk nat 120 
only ne makoth hem nat digne, but it 
showeth rather al openly that they ben 
unworthy and undigne And why is it 
thus ? Ceites, for ye han joye to clepen 
thinges with false names that beren hem 125 
alle in the contrarie , the whiche names 
bon ful ofte lepioeved by the effocte of 
the some thinges , so that thise like 
nchesses ne oughten nat by right to ben 
cleped nchesses , ne swich power ne 130 
oughte nat ben cleped power , ne swich 
dignitoe ne oughte nat ben cleped dig- 
nitee And at the laste, I may con- 
clude the same thing of alio the yiffces 
of Fortune, m which ther ms nothmg 135 
to ben desired, ne that hath in him-self 
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jiaturel bountee, as it is ful wel y-sene 
For neither they ne joignen hem nat 
alwey to goode men, ne maktn horn 
40 alwey goode to whom that they ben 
y joigned 

Metre VI Noutmus quantas dedent 
Tuinas 

We han wel knowen how many grete 
harmes and destrucciouns weren don hif 
the emperor Nero He leet brenne the 
citce of Home, and made sleen the 
5 sonatoures And he, cruel, whylom slew 
his brother , and he was maked moist 
with the blood of his moder , that ts to 
seyn^ he leet sleen and slitten the body of 
hi 8 moder ^ to seen wher he ivas conceived , 
to and he loked on every halve np on her 
colde dede body, ne no tere ne wette his 
face, but he was w ha? d herted that he 
mighte ben domes-man or juge of hir 
dede lieautee And natheles, vit govem- 
15 edc this Nei 0 by ceptre alle the peoples 
that Pliebus tlie sonne may seen, com- 
inge from his outere&te arysingo til he 
hydo his bemes under the waves, that 
IS to seyn, he governed alle the pocples by 
20 ceptre impi 1 tal that the sonne goth dboute^ 
from est to west And eck this Nero 
governed by ceptre alle the poepks that 
ben under the colde stcires that highten 
“ septem tnonos ” , this is to seyn^ he gover- 
25 nede alle the poeples that b’>n under the 
party of the north And eek Neio governed 
alle the poeides that the violent wind 
Nothus scorkleth, and baketh the bron- 
mng sand(s by his dryo hete , that is to 
30 seyn^ alle the poeples in the south But yit 
ne mighte nat al his hye power tome the 
woodnesse of this wikkod Neio Allas’ 
it is a grovous fortune, as ofte as wikked 
swerd is joigned to cruel venim , that is 
35 to seyn, venimous crueltee to lordshippe ' 

Prose VII Turn ego, scis, inquam 

Thanne seyde I thus ‘ Thou wost wel 
thy-self that the coveitise of mortal 
\ thinges ne hadde never lordshipe of me , 
but I have wel desired matere of thinges 
5 to done, as who seith, I desire to han 
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matere of govemaunce over comunalvtees, 
for vertu, stille, ne sholde nat elden 
that 18 to seyn, that [him] leste that, or he 
wex olde, his vertu, that lay now ful stille, 
ne should nat pensshe unexercised in govern- 10 
aunce of comune , for which men mighten 
speken or wryten of his goode governer 
ment 

Fhilosophye ‘For sothe,’ quod she, 
‘and that is a thing that may drawen 15 
to governaunce swiche hertes as ben 
worthy and noble of hir nature , but 
natheles, it may nat drawen or toUen 
swiche hertes as ben y-brought to the 
fulle perfeccioun of vertu, that is to seyn, 20 
coveitise of glorie and renoun to han wel 
administred the comune thinges or don 
gode desertes to profit of the comune 
For see now and considere, how litel and 
how voide of alle prys is thilke glorie. 25 
Certein thing is, as thou hast lerned by 
the domonstracioun of astronomye, that 
al the environingo of the erthe aboute 
no halt nat but the resoun of a pnkke 
at regard of the greetnesse of hcvene , 30 
that is to seyn, that yif ther were maked 
comparisoun of the erthe to the greet- 
nesse of hevene, men wolden jugen in al, 
that the erthe ne helde no space Of the 
whiche litel regioun of this worlde, the 35 
ferthe paitje is enhabited with livinge 
bestes that we knowen, as thou thyself 
hast y-lemed by Tholomee that proveth 
it And yif thou haddest with-drawen 
and abated in thy thought fro thilke 4^ 
ferthe partye as moche space as the see 
and the mareys contenen and over-goon, 
and as moche space as the regioun of 
droughte over-streccheth, that is to seyn, 
sandes and desertes, wel nnnethe sholde 45 
ther dwellon a right streit place to the 
habitacioun of men And ye thanne, 
that ben environed and closed with-in 
the leste pnkke of thilke pnkke, thmken 
ye to manifesten your renoun and don 50 
youre name to ben born forth? But 
your glorie, that is so narwe and so 
streite y-throngen in-to so litel boundes, 
how mochel coveiteth it in largesse and 
in greet domge ? And also sette this 55 
there-to that many a nacioun, dyverse 
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of tonge and of maneres and eek of what thing hast thou by whiche thou 
resoun of hir hvmge, ben enhabited in mayst rejoysen thee of long lastinge of 
the clos of thilke litel habitacle , to the thy name? For yif ther were maked iia 
6o whiche naciouns, what for diffioiiltee of compansoun of the abydinge of a moment 
weyes and what for ds^ersitee of Ian- to ten thousand winter, for as mochel as 
gages, and what for defaute of unusage bothe the spaces ben ended, yit hath the 
and entrecomuninge of marchaundise, moment som porcioun of it, al-though it 
nat only the names of singuler men ne litel be But natheles, thilke selve noum- 1 15 
65 may nat strecchen, but eek the fame of bre of yeres, and eek as many yeres as 
citees ne may nat strecchen At the ther-to may be multiplyed, ne may nat, 
laste, certes, in the tyme of Marcus certes, ben comparison ed to the pordura- 
TuUius, as him-self writ in his book, that bletee that is endeles , for of thinges that 
the renouu of the comune of Borne ne han ende may be maked compansoun, uc 
70 hadde nat yit passed ne cloumbon over but of thinges that ben with-outon ende, 
the mountaigne that highte Caucasus , to thinges that han ende, may be maked 
and yit was, thilke tyme, Borne wel no compansoun And forthyis it that, 
waxen and greetly redouted of the Barthes al though ronoun, of as long tyme as ever 
and eek of other folk enhabitinge aboute thee list to thinken, were thought to the 12* 
75 Seestow nat thanne how streit and how regard of etemitee, that is unstaunchable 
compressed is thilke glorie that ye trav- and infinit, it ne sholde nat only semen 
Ellen aboute to shewe and to multiplye ? litel, but pleynliche right naught But 
May thanne the glorie of a singuler ye men, certes, ne conne don nothing 
Eomaine strecchen thider as the fame a-right, but yif it be for the audience 13c 
80 of the name of Borne may nat climben of poeple and for ydel rumours , and 
ne passon ? And eek, seestow nat that ye forsaken the grete worthinesse of 
the maneres of dyverse folk and eekhir conscience and of \eitu, and ye seken 
lawes ben discordaunt among hem self , your guerdouns of the smale wordes of 
so that thilke thing that som men jugen straunge folk Have now heer and 13' 
85 worthy of preysinge, other folk jugen understonde, in the lightnesse of swich 
that it IS worthy of torment ? And ther- pryde and veme gloiie, how a man 
of comth it that, though a man delyte scornede festivaly and morily swich vani- 
him in preysinge of his renoun, he may tee Why lorn ther was a man that 
nat in no wyse brmgen forth ne spreden hadde assayed with stryvinge wordes 14c 
90 his name to many maner poeples There- another man, the whiche, nat for usage 
for every man oughte to bon apayed of of verray vertu but for proud veino 
his glorie that is publisshed among his glorie, had taken up on him falsly the 
owne neighbours , and thilke noble re- name of a philosophre This rather man 
noun shal ben restreyned within the that I spak o/thoughte he wolde assaye, 14* 
95 boundes of o manere folke But how wher he, thilke, were a philosophre or 
many a man, that was ful noble m hia no , that is to seyn, yif that he wolde 
tyme, hath the wrecched and nedy han suffred lightly in pacience the 
foryetinge of wryteres put out of nunde wronges that weren don un-to him This 
and don awey ’ Al be it so that, certes, feynede philosophre took pacience a litel 150 
100 thilke wrytingesprofiten litel, the whiche whyle, and, whun he hadde received 
wrytmges long and dork elde doth awey, wordes of outrage, he, as in strjwinge 
bothe hem and eek hir autours But ye ayein and rejoysinge of him-self, seyde 
men semen to geten yow a perdurabletee, at the laste right thus “ understondest 
whan ye thenken that, m tyme to- thou nat that I am a philosophre?” That 155 
105 commge, your fame shal lasten But other man answerde ayein ful bjdingly, ^ 
natheles, yif thou wolt maken compari- and seyde “ I hadde wel undorstonden 
soun to the endeles spaces of etemitee, it, yif thou haddest holden thy tonge 
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stille” But "vvliat is it to tliise noble 
60 ■worthy men (for, certes, of swiche lolke 
speke I) that seken glorio with vertu? 
What is it ?’ quod she , ‘ what atteyneth 
fame to swiche folk, whan the body is 
resolved by the deeth at the laste? For 
65 yif it so be that men dyen in al, that 
18 to seyn, body and sowle^ the whiclie 
thing our resoun defcndeth us to bileven, 
thanne is ther no glorie in no wyse For 
iihat sholde thilke glone hen^ whan he, 
170 of whom thilke glone is seyd to bo, nis 
right naught in no w;>se? And yif the 
sowle, whiche that hath in it-self science 
of goode werkes, unbounden fro the 
prison of the erthe, wcndeth frely to the 
175 hevene, despyseth it nat thanne alle 
eithely occupacioun , and, being in 
hevene, rojoyseth that it is exempt tro 
alle erthely thinges ? As u ho seith, thanne 
rekJeeth, the sowle of no glone of renonn 
[80 of tlm tioi Id. 

Mfire VII Q^ncunque solam mente 
praectpth petit 

Wlio so that, with ovorthrowinge 
thought, only seketh glone of fame, 
and weneth that it be sovoreyn good 
lat him loken up-on tlie brode shewinge 
e; controos of hevene, and up on the streite 
site of this erthe , and he shal ben 
ashamed of the enereos of his name, that 
may nat tulfillo the litel compas of the 
ei the 0 ’ what coveiton proude folk to 
10 111 ten up hir nekkes in ydel in the dedly 
yok of this worlde ? For al though that 
renoun y-sprad, passinge to feme poeples, 
goth by dyverse tongos , and al-though 
that grete houses or kinredes shynen 
1 s with clere titles of honours , y it, natheles, 
deeth despyseth alle heye glorie of fame 
a'ad deeth wrappeth to-gidere the heye 
hovedes and the lowe, and maketh egal 
and evene the heyeste to the loweste 
20 Wher wonen now the bones of trewe 
Fabricius? What is now Brutus, or 
stierne Catoun? The thinne lame, yit 
lastinge, of hir ydel names, is marked 
with a fewe lettres , but al-though that 
25 we ban knowen the laire -wordes of the 


fames ol hem, it is nat ye\ en to knowe 
hem that ben dede and consumpte Lig- 
geth thanne stille, al outrely unknow- 
able , ne fame ne maketh yow nat knowe 
And yif ye wene to liven the longer lor 30 
winde of your mortal name, "whan o 
cruel day shal ravisshe yow, thanne is 
the seconde deeth dwellmge un-to yow ’ 
Glose The first deeth he clepeth heer the 

departinge of the body and the sowle , and 35 
the seconde deeth he clepeth^ as heer^ the 
stintinge of the renoun of fame 

Prose VIII Set ne me inexorabile contra 
fortunam 

‘ But for as mochel as thou shalt nat 
wenen,’ quod she, ‘ that 1 here untretable 
bataile ayeins fortune, yit som-tyme it 
bifalleth that she, dpcoyvable, deserveth 
to ban right good thank of men , and 5 
that IS, whan she hir-self opneth, and 
whan she descovereth hir frount, and 
sheweth hir maneres Pera venture yit 
understondest thou nat that I shal seye 
It IS a wonder that I desire to telle, and 10 
forthy unnethe may I unpleyten my 
sentence with wordes , for I deme that 
contrarious Fortune jiroliteth more to 
men than Fortune debonaire For al- 
wey, whan Fortune someth debonaire, 15 
than she lyeth lalsly in bihetinge the 
hope of welefulnesso , but forsothe con- 
trarious Fortune is alwey soothfast, whan 
she sheweth hir-self unstable thorugh 
hir chaunginge The amiable Fortune 20 
deceyveth folk , the contrarie Fortune 
techeth The amiable Fortune bindeth 
with the beautee of false goodes the 
hertes of folk that usen hem , the con- 
trarie Fortune unbindeth hem by the 25 
knowinge of freele welefulnesse The 
amiable Fortune mayst thou seen alwey 
f windy and flowinge, and ever mis- 
knowinge of hir-self , the contrarie For- 
tune IS atempre and restreyned, and 'wys 30 
thorugh e\ercise of hir adversitee At 
the laste, amuible Fortune with hir 
flateringes draweth miswandringe men 
fro the sovereyne good , the contrarious 
Fortune ledeth ofte folk ayein to sooth 35 
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fast goodes, and lialeth horn ayein as 
with an hooke Wenest thou thanno 
tliat thou oughtest to leten this a litd 
thing, that this aspre and hornhle 
4 ^^ Fortune hath disco\ered to thee the 
thoughtes of thv trewe treendos? Foi- 
why this like Fortune hath depaitod 
and uncovered to thee hothe the oertein 
visages and P(k the doiitoiis visages ot 
45 thv fclawos Wlian she departed awe\ 
fro thee, she took awey hir froendcs, and 
lafte thee thyne freendes Noa\ whan 
then were rnho and weleful, as tine 
semede, with how mochel woldost thou 
50 han hought the tulle knowinge of this, 
that 18 to sei/n^ tlio knowinge of thy veuay 
freendes’^ Now pleyno thee nat thanno 
of richesse y lorn, sm thou hast tounden 
the moste precious kindo of richesses, 
55 that is to seyn, thy verray freendes 

Met Ri- VIII Qmd mundus stabiU 
fide 

Tliat the world with stable fcith \arietli 
acordable ch lungmges , that the con 
trarious qinlitee of elements holdtn 


among hem self aliannce perdurable, that 
Phehns the sonno with his goldene chanet 5 
hiingeth forth the rosene daj , that the 
mone hath commanndement over the 
nightes, which nightos Hesperus the eve- 
sterre hath brought , that the sec, greedy 
to flowen, constreyneth with a certein 10 
ende hise flocles, so that it is nat leveful 
to strecche hise hrode termes 01 hoiindcs 
up on the erthos, that i9 to ^eyn, to cover e 
al the erthe — al tins acorelannco of 
thinges is hounden with Lo\e, that 15 
goierneth erthe and see, and hath also 
commanndements to the lio\enes And 
yif this Love slakedo the brj doles, alle 
thingos that now lo\(n hem to gedores 
wolden maken a hatailo contmueh , and 20 
strjwcn to fordoon the fasoiin of this 
worlde, the whidio they now loden in 
acordable feith by f nro moevinges This 
Love halt to gideres i)oeples joigned with 
an holy bond, and knittith saciemcnt 25 
of manages of chiste loves, and Lo\e 
ondyteth lawes to trewe felav es 0 ’ 
weleful. were mankmde, yif thilke Lo\e 
that governeth he\ene go\erned jouro 
corages ’ ’ 30 


Explicit Liber secundus 


BOOK III 


Prose I lam canlum dla finieiat 

By this she hadde ended hir song, 
whan the sweetnesse of hir ditoe hadde 
thorugh perced me that was desirous of 
herkninge, and I astoned hadde jit 
5 streighte myn eres, that ta to seyn, to 
herkne the bet what she wolde seye , so 
that a litel here after I seyde thus ‘ 0 
thou that art sovercyn comfort of an 
guissous corages, so thou hast remonntf d 
10 and norisshed me with the weighte of 
thy sentences and with dclyt of thy 
singinge , so that I trowe nat now that 
I be unparigal to the strokes of Fortune 
as who seyth, 1 dar wel now suffren al the 
15 assautes of Fortune, and wel defends me 


fro htr And tho remedies whiche that 
thou seydost her biforn weren right 
sharpe, nat only that I am nat a griscn 
of hem now, but I, desirous of heringo, 
axe gi etoly to heren the remedies ’ Tli in 20 
seyde she thus ‘That fclode I ful wtl,’ 
quod she, ‘ whan that thou, ententif and 
stille, ravisshedest my woides, and I 
abood til that thou liaddest swich habile 
of thy thought as thou hast now , or elles 25 
til that I my-self hadde maked to thee 
the same habit, which that is a more 
verray thing And certes, tho remenannt 
of tlungos that ben yit to seye bon swiehe, 
that first whan men tasten hem they hen 30 < 
bytinge, but vhan they ben receyved 
withinne a wight, than ben they swete 
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Blit for thou seyst that thou art so 
desirous to herkne hem, with how gret 
35 hrennmge w oldest thou glowen, yif thou 
wistest whidcr I wol ledon thee ’ ’ 
‘ Whider is that ? ’ quod I 
‘ To thilko verray welefulnesse,’ quod 
she, ‘ of whiche thyn herto dremoth , 
40 hut for as moche is thy sighte is ocupied 
and distorhf d h-y imaginacioun o/eitTiflij 
tJimgc't, thou majst nat yit seen thilke 
selve wc lefulnc sse ’ ‘ Do,’ quod I, ‘ and 

she'we rnewhat is thilke verray wtlcful- 
43 nesse, I preye thee, with onto tarymge ’ 

‘ That wole I gladly don,’ quod she, 
‘ for the cause of thee , hut I wol first 
marken thee by wordes and I wol en- 
loi cen me to enformen thee thilke /ahf 
50 cause ofbhsfulneHse that thou more know- 
ost , so that, whan thou hast fully bi- 
ll olden thilke false goodes, and torned 
thyn eycn to that other syde, thou mowe 
knoye the clcoi nesse of verray blisful- 
55 nesse 


Mfirf T Qut tngenunm, uolet 
afpum 

Wlio-so wole sowe a feeld plentivous, 
lat him first delivere it fro thornes, and 
kervo asunder 'with his hook the busshes 
and the fern, so that the corn maj comon 
5 hevy of eres and of greynos Hony is 
the more sweto, yif mouthes han first 
tasted savouics that bon wikkid The 
sterres shynen moie agroably whan the 
wind Nothus Icteth his ploungy blastcs , 
10 ind after that Lucifer the day-sterre 
hath chased awey the derke night, the 
day the fairere ledeth the rosene hois 
of the aonne And right so thou, bi- 
holdinge first the false goodes, bigin to 
15 with drawen thy nekke fro the yok of 
erihely ajfecaouns , and after ward the 
verray goodes shollen entren in-to thy 
corage ’ 


Pkose II Tunc defixo paullulum uuu 

Tho fastnede she a litel the sighte of 
hir eyen, and with-drow hir right as it 
were in-to the streite sete of hir thought , 


and bigan to spoke light thus ‘ Alle the 
cures,’ quod she, ‘ of mortal folk, whic ho 5 
that travayhn hem in many maner 
studies, goon certes by diverse weyes, 
but nathehs they enforcen hem alio to 
comen only to oon ende of blisfulntsse 
And blisfiilncsso is swiche a good, that 10 
who-so that hath geten it, he ne may, 
o\cr that, no-thing more desyre And 
this thing IS forsothe tho soveroyn good 
that conteyncth in him self alio manei 
goodes, to the whiche good yif ther 15 
failede any thing, it mighto nat ben 
cleped sovercyn good for tlianne were 
ther som good, out of this like soveron 
good, that mightc ben desired Now is 
it deer and ceitein tlianne, that blisful- -o 
nesse is a paifit estat by tlie congre- 
gacioun of alle goodes , the wine lio 
blisfulnesse, as I ha\e seyd, alle mortal 
folk enfoicen hem to geten by divtrse 
weyes For-why the coveitise of verray 25 
good IS naturelly y-plaunted in the hertes 
of men, but the miswandringe enour 
mis-ledeth horn m-to false goodes Of 
the whiche men, som of hem wenen that 
sovereyn good bo to liven with-oute nedc 
of any thing, and travaylen hem to be 
haboundaunt of nchesses And som 
other men demen that sovereyn good 
be, for to bon right digne of reveienco , 
and enforcen hem to ben reverenced 
among liir neighbours by the honours 
that they han y-geten And som folk 
ther ben that holdcn, that right heigh 
power be sovereyn good, and enforcen 
hem for to regnc'n, or elles to joignen 40 
hem to hem that regnen And it semeth 
to some other folk, that noblesse of re- 
noun be tlie sovereyn good , and hasten 
hem to geten gloiious name by the arts 
of werre and of pees And many folk 45 
mesuren and gesson that sovereyn good 
be joye and gladnosse, and wenen that 
it he right hlisful thmg to ploungen hem 
in voluptuous delyt And ther ben folk 
that entrechaungen the causes and the 50 
endes of thise forseyde goodes, as they 
that desireu nchesses to han powei and 
delytes , or elles they desiren power for 
to han moneye, or for cause of renoun. 
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55 In thise thinges, and in swiclie othre 
tliinges, IS torned alle the entencioun of 
desiringes and of werkes ot men , as 
thus noblesse and favour of people, 
whiche that yevetli to men, as it semeth 
60 hem, a maner cleernesse of renoun , and 
wyf and children, that men desiren for 
cause of delyt and of merinesse But 
forsothe, frendes ne sholden nat ho 
rekned a mong the godes of fortune, hut 
65 of \ ertn , foi it is a ful holy maner thing 
Alle thiso othre thinges, forsothe, hen 
taken for cause of power or olios for 
cause of delyt Cortes, now am I redy 
to referren the goodes of the body to thise 
70 forsoide thinges ahovcn , foi it someth 
that strongthe and gretnesse of body 
yeven power and worthinesse, and tli it 
heautee and swiftnesse jeven nohlesscs 
and glone of renoun , and hole of body 
75 semeth yeven delyt In alle thiso thinges 
it semeth only that blisfulnesso is desired 
Por-why thilke tiling that every man 
desireth most o\er alle thinges, ho 
demeth that it bo the sovereyn good , 
8a but I have defyned that hlisfulnesse is 
the sovereyn good , foi which every wight 
demeth, that thilko estat that he desireth 
over alle thinges, that it be blisfulnesse 
Now hast thou thanne biforn th\n oyen 
85 almost al the purposed foi me of the wele- 
fiilnesse of man-kindo, that is to scyn, 
richesses, honours, power, and glone, and 
delyts The wliiche delyt only consideredo 
Epicurus, and juged and estahlisshed that 
90 delyt IS the sovereyn good , for as moche 
as alle othre thinges, as him thoughte, 
bi-refte awey joye and mirthe fram the 
herte But I retorne ayein to the studies 
of men, of whiche men the corago alwoy 
95 reherseth and seketh the sovereyn good, 
al be it so that it be with a derked 
memorie, but he not by whiche path, 
right as a dronken man not nat by 
whiche path he may retorne him to his 
100 hous Semeth it thanne that folk folyen 
and erren that enforcen hem to have 
nede ot nothing? Certes, ther nis non 
other thing that may so wel performe 
blisfulnesse, as an estat plentivous of alle , 
105 goodes, that ne hath nede of non other | 


thing, but that is suffisaunt of himself 
unto him self And folj en swiche folk 
thanne, that wenen that thilke thing 
that is light good, that it be eek right 
worthy of honour and of reverence? no 
Certes, nay Por that thing ms neither 
foul ne worthy to ben despised, that wel 
neigh al the entencioun of mortal folk 
travaylen for to geten it And power, 
oughto nat that eek to ben rekened 115 
amonges goodes? What elles? For it 
is nat to wene that thilke tiling, that is 
most worthy of alle thinges, be fehle and 
with-oute strengthe And cleernesse of 
renoun, oughte that to ben despised? no 
Certes, ther may no man forsake, that al 
thing that is right excellent and noble, 
that it ne semeth to ben right deer and 
renomed Por certes, it nedeth nat to 
seyo, that blisfulnesse be [nat] anguissous i2‘ 
ne diery, ne subgit to grevaunces ne to 
sorwes, sin that in right litel thinges 
folk seken to have and to usen that may 
deljden hem Certes, thise ben the 
thinges that men wolon and desiren to 130 
geten And for this cause desiren they 
iichesses, dignitees, regnes, glone, and 
deliccs For therby wenen they to ban 
Buflfisaunco, honour, power, renoun, and 
gUdnesse Than is it good, that men 135 
sekon thus by so many diveiso studies 
In whiche desyr it may lightly bon 
shewed how gret is the strengthe of 
natuie , lor how so that men ban diverse 
sentences and discordmge, algates men 14Q 
acorden alle in lovinge the ende of good 

Metre II Quanias rerum Jlectat hahenas 

It lyketh me to shewe, by subtil song, 
with slakke anddelitahle soun of strenges, 
how that Nature, mighty, enclineth and 
flitteth the governements of thinges, and 
by whiche lawes she, purveyable, kepeth 5 
the grete world , and how she, bindinge, 
restreyneth alle thinges by a bonde that 
may nat hen unbounde Al be it so that 
the lyouns of the centre of Pene beren 
the faire chaynes, and taken metes of 10 « 
the handes of folk that yeven it hem, 
and dreden hir sturdy maystres of whiche 
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they hen wont to suffren betinges yif 
that hir horrible monthes ben be-bled, 
15 that 18 to seyn^ of hates devoured^ hir 
corage of time passed, that hath ben ydel 
and rested, repeyreth ayein , and they 
roren grevously and remembren on hir 
nature, and slaken hir nekkes tram hir 
20 chaynes nnbounde , and hir mayster, first 
to-torn with blody tooth, assayeth the 
wode wrathes of hem , thta ts to aeyn^ 
they freten hir may<(ter And the jango- 
linge brid that singoth on the hoye 
25 braniiohes, that ta to aeyn, in the wode^ 
and after is enclosed in a streyt cage 
al-though that the pleyinge bisinesse of 
men yeveth hem honiede drinkes and 
large metes with swete studie, jit nathe- 
30 les, yif thilke brid, skippmge out of hir 
streyte cage, seeth the agreables shadewes 
of the wodes, she defouloth with hir feet 
hir metes y-shad, and seketh mourninge 
only the wode , and twitereth, desirmge 
35 the wode, -w ith hir swete vois The yerde 
of a tree, that is haled a doun by mighty 
strengthe, boweth redily the crop a-doun 
but yif that the hand of him that it bente 
lat it gon ayein, anon the crop loketh 
40 up-right to hevene The sonne Phebus, 
that falloth at e\en in the westreno 
wawes, rotometh ayein ef tsones Ins cai te, 
by privee path, ther as it is wont ai yso 
AUe thinges seken ajein to hir propio 
45 cours, and alle thinges rtjoysen hem ot 
hir retornmge ajein to hir nature No 
non ordmaunce ms bitaken to thinges, 
but that that hath joyned the endinge 
to the beginninge, and hath maked the 
50 cours of it self stable, that it chaunqeth 
not from hta propre Tcinde 

Prose III Vos quoque^ 0 terrena ammalta 

Certes also ye men, that ben ertheliche 
beestes, dremen alwey youre beginninge, 
al-though it be with a thinne imagina- 
cioun , and by a maner thoughte, al bo 
5 it nat cleerly ne parfitly, ye loken from 
a-fer to thilke verray fyn of blisfulnesse , 
and ther-foro naturel entencioun ledeth 
you to thilke yerray good, but many 
maner errours mis-torneth you ther-fro 


Consider now yif that by thilke thinges, 10 
by whiche a man weneth to geten him 
blisfulnesse, yif that he may comen to 
thilke ende that he weneth to come by 
nature For yif that moncye or honours, 
or thise other forseyde thinges bringen 
to men swich a thing that no good ne 
fayle hem ne someth fajle, cortes than 
wole I graunte that they ben maked 
blisful by thilke thinges that they han 
geten But yif so be that thilke thinges 20 
ne mowen nat porformen that they bi- 
heten, and that ther be defaute of manye 
goodes, sheweth it nat thanne cleerly 
that fals beautee of blisfulnesse is knowen 
and ateint in thilke thinges ? First and 25 
forward thou thy-self, that haddest ha- 
hundaunccs of richesses nat long agon, 

I axe yif that, in the habundaunco of alle 
thilke richesses, thou were never an- 
guissous or sory in thy corage of any 30 
wrong or grevaunce that bi-tidde thee on 
any syde ? ’ ‘ Certes,’ quod I, ‘ it ne re- 

membreth mo nat that evere I was so 
free of my thought that I ne was alwey 
in anguissh of som-what ’ 35 

‘And was nat that,’ quod she, ‘ for that 
thee lakked som what that thou noldest 
nat han lakked, or elles thou haddest 
that thou noldest nat han had ? * ‘ Right 

so IS it,’ quod I 40 

‘ Thanne dosiredest thou the presence 
of that oon and the absence of that 
other ?’ ‘I graunte wcl,’ quod L 
‘Forsothe,’ quod she, ‘than nedeth 
ther som-what that every man desireth ? ’ 43 
‘ Ye, ther nedeth,’ quod I 
‘ Certes,’ quod she, ‘ and he that hath 
lakke or nede of aught ms nat in every 
wey suffisaunt to himself?’ ‘No,’ 
quod I 50 

‘ And thou,’ quod she, ‘ in al the plentee 
of thy richesses haddest thilke lakke of 
suffisaunse ? ’ ‘ What elles V quod I 

‘ Thanne may nat richesses maken that 
a man nis nedy, ne that he be suffisaunt 55 
to him self , and that was it that they 
bi-highten, as it semeth And eek certes 
I trowe, that this be gretly to considero, 
that moneye ne hath nat in his owne 
kinde that it ne may ben bi-nomen vf 60 
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liem that lian it, maugre hem ?’ ‘ I bi- 

knowe it wel,’ quod I 
‘ Why sholdest thou nat hi knowen it,’ 
quod she, ‘ whan every day the strongei 
folk bi-nemen it fro the fehlor, miugre 
hem ? For whennes comen dies ulle thiso 
foreyne complevntes or qucreles of pht- 
inges, but for that men axen ayein here 
moneyo that h ith ben hi nomtn hem b^ 
70 foice or by f^ylo, and alwoy miugrc 
hem ? ’ ‘ Rijrht so is it,’ quod I 

‘ Than,’ quod she, ‘ hath a man nede 
to seken him forcjne heipe by whiche he 
may defc nde his moneyo ? ’ ‘ "VS ho m ly 

T'i sey nay ’ quod I 

‘ Certes,’ quod she , ‘ and him nedede 
non help, yif ho nohidde no moneyo that 
he mit^hte lose?’ ‘Thit is doutelcs,* 
quod I 

t'o ‘ Than is this thingo torned m to the 
contrarye,’ quod she ‘ For richcsses, 
that men wenen shobio make suffisaunco, 
they maken a m in rather han nedo of 
foreyne help ’ Which is the manere or 
J''? the gyse,’ quod she, ‘ that iichosso may 
diyvG ay 01 node ? Iliche folk, may they 
neither han hunger no thurst? Thise 
riche men, may they if lo no cold on hir 
limes on wintei ? But thou wolt answeren, 
90 that richo men han >-nowyher-yith they 
may staunchon hir hunger, slaken hir 
thurst, ind don a-y ey cold In this wj- so 
may nedo bo counforted by richesses , 
but certes, nedo no miy nat al outicly 
95 ben don a wey For though this nede , 
that IS alwey gapmge and giedy, he iul- 
iild with richesses, and axo any thing, 
yit dwelloth thanne a nede that mighto 
be fulhld, I holdo me stille, and telle 
roo nat bow that litel thing snffiseth to 
nature , hut certes to avarice j nough 
nc suffi-seth no-thing For sin that iich- 
esses ne may nat al don awey node, but 
richesses maken nede, what may it thanne 
105 be, that ye wenen that richesses mowen 
ye\ en you suiBsaunce ? 

MKrttK III Quamma fluente dims auri 
gurgtte 

Al were it so that a riche coveytous 
man hadde a iivor fletinge al of gold, yit 


feholde it never staunchen his coveitise , 
and though he hadde his nekke y- 
charged with precious stones of the rode 5 
see, and though he do ere Ins fcldes plon- 
tivous yith an himdifd oxen, never ne 
shal his hytmge bismcsse forleten him 
whyl he liveth, no tlie lighto richesses ne 
sholle nat beren him company e whan he 10 
IS deed 

Pkose IV SlI dignitatea 

But dignitees, to whom they bon comon, 
maken they him honorable and reverent ? 
Han they’’ nat so grot strengthc , that tliey 
may putte %ortues in the hertes of folk 
that nsen the lordshipcs of hem? Or ^ 
dies may they don a wey the vyces^ 
Certes, they no be nat wont to don awey 
wikkednesse, but tlie\ bon wont rather 
to shewen wikkednesse And ther-of 
comth it that I ba\o light groto desdoyn, 10 
that dignitecs ben yoven ofte to wikked 
men, for which thing Catullus cleped 
a con^l of Home, that highte Nonius, 
“postum” or “hoch”, as who seyth, he 
cleped him a congrerjacioun of vgees in his 15 
blest, as a postum is fid of coinpcioun, 
al were this Nonius set in a chi\ro of 
dignitee Soest tliou nat thanne how 
gret \ilenye dignitees don to wikked 
men? Certes, unwoi thine s&e of yikkcd 20 
men sholde ho the lasse y sene, yif they 
iieie lenomcd of none honours Certes, 
thou thy self ne mightest nat hen brought 
with as many e poiils as thou mightest 
suffren that thou woldest beren tlie 25 
magistrat with Decoiat , that is to seyn, 
that for no peril that miqhte befallen thee 
by offence of the ling Theodorile, tl ou 
noldest nat be felawe in qovernaunce wdli 
Deco rat , whan thou sayo that he hadde ’SQ 
wikked corage of a likerous shieve and 
of an accuser Ne I ne may nat, for 
swiche honours, jugen hem worthy of 
reverence, that I deme and holde un- 
worthy to han thilke same honours Now 35 
yif thou saye a man that weie fulfild of 
wisdom, certes, thou ne mightest nat 
deme that ho were unworthy to the 
honour, or elles to the wisdom of which 
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he IS fulfild?’ — ‘No,’ quod I — ‘Certes, 
digmtees,’ quod she, ‘ apertienen proprely 
to vertu , and vertu transporteth dignitee 
anon to thilke man to which she hir-self 
13 f'onjoigned And for as moche as 
45 honours of poeple ne may nat maken folk 
digne of honour, it is wel seyn cleerly 
that they no han no propre beautee ol 
dignitee And yit men oughten taken 
moie lieed in this Tor yif it so be that 
50 a wikked wight be so mochol the foulere 
and the more out-cast, that he is despysed 
of most folk, so as dignitee ne may nat 
maken shrewes digne of reverence, the 
which shrewes dignitee sheweth to moche 
5') folk, thanne maketh dignitee shrewes 
rather so moche more despysed than 
preysed , and forsothe nat unpunisshed 
that 18 for to seyn^ that shrewes revengen 
hem ayctnward up on digmtees , for they 
60 yilden ayem to digmtees as gret guer- 
doun, vhan they bi spotten and defoiilen 
digmtees with hir vilenje And for as 
mochel as thou mowe knowe that thilke 
\orray reverence ne may nit comen by 
65 thise shadowy transitorie digmtees, un 
dirstond now thus j if that a man hadde 
used and had many manor digmtees of 
consules, and were comen peraventuie 
amonge straunge naciouns, sholde thilke 
70 honour maken him vorsliipful and re 
doutod of straunge folk? Certes, yif 
that honour of poeple were a naturel 
yift to digmtocs, it ne mighfe never 
cesen nowher amonges no maner folk to 
75 don his office, right as fjr in every con- 
tree ne stinteth nat to eschaufen and 
to ben hoot But for as moche as for 
to ben holden honourable or reverent 
ne cometh nat to folk of hir propre 
80 strengths of nature, but only of the false 
opinioun of folk, that is to seyn, that wenen 
that digmtees maken folk digne of honour , 
anon therfore whan that they oomen 
ther as folic ne knowen nat thilke digni- 
85 tees, hir honours vamsshen awey, and 
that anon But that is amonges straunge 
folk, majst thou seyn , but amonges hem 
^ ther they weren born, ne duren nat 
thilke digmtees alwey ? Certes, the dig- 
90 nitee of the provostrie of Kome was 


whylom a gret power , now is it nothing 
but an ydel name, and the rente of the 
senatorie a gret charge And yif a wight 
whylom hadde the office to taken hede to 
the vitailes of the poeple, as of corn and 95 
other thinges, he was holden amonges 
grete , but what thing is now more out- 
cast thanne thilke provostne? And, as 
I have seyd a litel her-biforn, that thilke 
thing that hath no propre beautee of loc 
him self receiveth som-tyme prys and 
shyninge, and som-tyme leseth it by the 
opinioun of u^aunces Now yif that dig- 
nitees thanne ne mowen nat maken folk 
digne of reverence, and yif that digmtees 103 
wexen foule of hir wille by the filthe of 
shrewes, and yif that digmtees lesen hir 
shyninge by chaunginge of tymes, and 
yif they wexen foule by estimacioun of 
poeple what is it that they han in hem- 1 10 
self of beautee that oughte ben desired ? 
as who seythy non , thjinne ne mowen 
they yoven no beautee of dignitee to non 
other 

Metre IV Quamvis se, Tyno superhus 
astro 

A 1 be it so that the proude Nero, with 
alio his wode luxurie, kembde him and 
aparailede him with faire purjires of 
T ne, and with whyte perles, algates yit 
throf he hateful to alle folk this is to 5 
seyn, that al was he debated of alle folk 
Yit this wikked Nero hadde gret lordship, 
and yaf whylom to the reverents sena- 
tours the unworshipful setes of digmtees 
Unworshipful setes he clepeth here, for that 10 
Neio, that was so wikked, yaftho digmtees 
Whoso wolde thanne resonahly wenen, 
that blisfulnesse were in swiche honours 
as ben yeven by vicious shrewes ? 

Prose V An uero regna regumque 
familiantas 

But regnes and familiaritees of kinges, 
may they maken a man to ben mighty ? 
How elles, whan hir blisfulnesse dureth 
perpetuely ? But certes, the olde age ot 
tyme passed, and eek of present tyme 5 
now, IS ful of ensaumples how that 
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kmges ben chaunged in-to wreochednesse 
out of hir welefulnesse 0 ’ a noble thing 
and a deer thing is power, that is nat 
lo founden mighty to kepen it-self ’ And 
yif that power of reaumes bo auctour and 
maker of blisfulnesse, yif thilke power 
lakketh on any syde, amenuseth it nat 
thilke blisfulnesse and bringeth in 
15 wreochednesse ? But yit, al be it so 
that the reaumes of mankinde strecchen 
brode, yit mot ther nede ben moche folk, 
over whiche that every king ne hath no 
lordshipe ne comaundement And certes, 
20 up-on thilke syde that power faileth, 
which that maketh folk blisful, right 
on that same syde noun-power entreth 
under-nethe, that maketh hem wrecches , 
in this maiiere thanne moten kmges han 
25 more porcioun of wreochednesse than of 
welefulnesse A tyraunt, that was king 
of Ststle, that hadde assayed the peril 
of his estat, shewede by similitude the 
dredes of reaumes by gastnesse of a swerd 
30 that heng over the heved of his familter 
Wliat thing IS thanne this power, that 
may nat don awey the bytingea of bisi- 
nesse, ne eschewe the prikkos of drede ? 
And certes, yit wolden they liven in 
35 sikernesse, but they may nat , and yit 
they glorilyo hem in hir power Holdest 
thou thanne that thilke man be mighty, 
that thou seest that he wolde don that 
he mav nat don ? And holdest thou 
40 thanne him a mighty man, that hath 
envirownede Ins sydes with men of armes 
or serj aunts, and dredcth more hem that 
he maketh agast than they dreden him, 
and that is put in the handes of his 
45 servaunts for ho sholde seme mighty? 
But of familiores or servaunts of kmges 
what sholde I telle thee anything, sin 
that I myself have shewed thee that 
reaumes hem-self ben ful of gret foblesse? 
50 The whiche familieres, certes, the ryal 
power of kmges, in hool estat and in 
estat abated, ful ofte throweth adown 
Nero constreynede Senek, his familier 
and his mayster, to chesen on what deeth 
55 he wolde deyen Antonius comaundede 
that knightes slowen with hir swerdes 
Papmiau his famlier^ which Papinian 


hadde ben longe tyme ful mighty 
amonges hem of the court And yit, 
certes, they wolden bothe han renounced 60 
hir power, of whiche two Senek en- 
forcede him to yeven to Nero his ncli- 
esses, and also to han gon m-to solitarie 
exil But whan the grete weighte, that 
IS to seyn, of lordes power or of fortune, 65 
draweth hem that shullen f illo, neither 
of hem ne mighte do that he wolde 
What thing is thanno thilke power, that 
though men han it, yit they ben agast , 
and whanno thou woldest han it, thou 7^ 
nart nat siker , and yif thou woldest 
forleten it, thou mayst nat eschuen it ? 
But whether swiche men ben frendes 
at nede, as ben conseyled by fortune and 
nat by vertu? Certes, swiche folk as 75 
weleful fortune maketh freendes, con- 
trarious fortune maketh hem enemys 
And what pestilence is more mighty for 
to anoye a wight than a familier enemy ? 

Metre V Qm se uolet esse potentem 

"Who-so wol be mighty, he mot daunten 
his cruel coiage, ne putte nat his nekke, 
overcomen, under the foule reynes of 
lecherye For al-be it so that thy lord- 
shipe strecche so fer, that the contree 5 
of Inde quaketh at thy comaundements 
or at thy lawes, and that the last ile in 
the see, that hight Tylo, bo thral to thoo, 
yit, yif thou maj st nat puttcn awey thy 
foule derke desyrs, and dryven out fro i j 
thee wrecched complamtes, certes, it nis 
no power that thou hast 

Prose V I Gloi la uei 0 qua m fallax saepe 

But glorie, how deceivable and how 
foul IS it ofte ' For which thing nat 
unskilluUy a tiagedien, that is to seyn, 
a maker of ditees that highten tragedies, 
cryde and seide “ O glorie, glorie,” quod 
he, “ thou art nothing elles to thousandes 
of folkes but a greet sweller of eres ’ ” 
For manye han had ful greet renoun by 
the false opinioun of the poeple, and what 
thmg may ben thought fouler than swiche n 
preysinge? For thilke folk that ben 
preysed falsly, they moten nedes han 



(g!eef$tu0. (^ooft HI (ttlcfre vii 


i6i 


shame of hir preysinges And yif that 
folk han geten hem thonk or preysinge 
>5 by hir desertes, what thing hath thilko 
prys eched or encresed to the conscience 
of wyse folk, that mesuren hir good, 
nat by the rumour of the people, but 
by the soothfastnesse of conscience ? And 
’O yif it seme a fair thing, a man to han 
encresed and spred his name, than fol- 
weth it that it is demod to ben a foul 
thing, yif it ne be y-spiad and encresed 
But, as I seydo a litel her biforn th it, sin 
'5 ther mot nodes ben many folk, to whiche 
folk the renoun of a man ne may nat 
comen, it bofalleth that ho, that thou 
wenest bo glorious and renomed, someth 
in the nexte partie of the erthes to ben 
(O with-oute glorie and with-oute renoun 

And certos, amonges thise thinges I no 
trowe nat that the prys and grace of the 
lioople ms neither worthy to ben re- 
membred, no cometh of wyse jugement, 
15 ne IS fermo perdurably But now, of this 
name of gentilesso, what man is it that 
ne may wel seen how veyn and how 
flittinge a thing it is ? For yif the name 
of gentilesso be referred to reiioun and 
p clecrnesse of linage, thanne is gentil name 
but a foreine thing, that la to aeyn, to hem 
that glortfyen hem of hir linage For it 
semeth that gentilesse be a maner prey- 
singo that comth of the deserto of an- 
}-5 cestres And yif preysingo maketh 
gentilesse, thanne moten they nedes bo 
' gentil that ben preysed For which thing 
it lolwoth, that yif thou no have no 
gentilesse of thy-self, that la to seyn, preyse 
50 that comth of thy deaeite, foieine gentilesso 
n< maketh thee nat gentd But certes, 
3 d ther be any good in gentilesse, I trowe 
it be il-only this, that it semeth as that 
a maner necessitee bo imposed to gentil 
55 men, for that they ne sholden nat out 
iHyen or forliven fro the virtues of hir 
noble kinrede 

Metke VI Omne hominum genus in 
terris 

A1 the hnage of men that ben in erthe 
ben of semblable birthe On allone is 
fader of thinges On allone ministreth 


alle thinges He yaf to the sonne hise 
hemes , he yaf to the mone hir homes 5 
He yaf the men to the eitho , he yaf the 
sterres to the hevene He encloseth with 
membres the soules that comen fro his 
hye sete Thanne comcn alle mortal folk 
of noble sede , why noisen ye or bosten of it) 
youro eldres? For yif thou loke your 
bigmninge, and god your auctor and your 
maker, thanne nis ther no forlived wight, 
but yif he norisshe his corage un-to \y ces, 
and forlete his propro burthe ^5 

Prose VII Quid autem de corporis 
uoh(j)tatibu 8 

But what shal I seyc of delices of bodi- , 
of whiclie deliccs the desiringes ben ful 
of anguissh, and the fulfillingcs of hem 
ben ful of penaunce ? How greet syk- 
nesse and how greto sorwes unsufferablo, 5 
right as a maner fruit of wikkednesse, 
ben thilke dclit cs wont to bringen to the 
bodies of folk that usen horn ’ Of whiche 
delices I not what joye may ben had of 
hirmoevmgo But tins wot I wcl, that m 
who so-ever wolo remembren him of hise 
luxures, he shal wel understonde that 
the issues of delices hen sorwful and 
sorye And yif thilke delices mowen 
maken folk hlisful, than by the same 15 
cause moten thise hestes ben eleped hlis- 
ful , of whiche hostts al the entencioun 
hasteth to fiilfille hir bodily jolitce And 
the gUdnesse of wyf and children were 
an lioncst thing, but it hatli hen seyd 
that it IS over muchel aycins kinde, that 
children ban hen founden tormentoiirs to 
liir fadres, I not how in iny e of whiche 
children how hytinge is oveiy condicioun, 
it nedetli nat to tollcn it thee, that hast -'5 
or this tymo assayed it, and art 5 it now 
anguissous In this ajipioie I the sen- 
tence of my disc iplo Einipidis, that seyde, 
that “ ho that hath no children is weletul 
by iiifortune 30 

Mr the vii Hahet omnis hoc uoluptas 

E very d elyt hath this, that it anguissheth 
hem with pnkkes that usen it It re- 
sembleth to thise flymge flyes that we 
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clepen been, that, aftei that he hath shad 
5 hise agreablt homes, ho fleeth awey, ami 
stingeth the hertes, of hem that ben 
y-smite, with bytinge ovcrlonge holdinge 

Prose VIII igitur dubtum est 

Now IS it no douto thaniio that thise 
weyes iie ben a manor misledingcs to 
blistulnesse, no that they ne mowe nat 
leden folk thider as they biheten to leden 
5 hem But with how grote h irmes tliise 
lorseydo weyes b(n enlaced, I slial shewc 
thee shortly For-why yit thou cnforcest 
thee to asemble moneye, thou most bi- 
reven him his moneyo that hath it And 
lo }if thou wolt bhj nen with dignitees, thou 
most bisechcn and supplien hem that 
y even tho dignitc f s And yif thou co\ 1 1- 
test by honour to gon bifoin other folk, 
thou fahalt defoule thy self thoiugh hum- 
15 blesso of axingc Yif thou desirest power, 
thou shalt by awaytes of thy subgits 
anojously beii cast under manj^o poriles 
Avest thou g^oiie? Thou shalt ben so 
destrat by aspro thinges that thou shalt 
20 forgoon sikei ncsse And yit thou wolt 
leden thy lyf in dclices, cvciy wight slial 
despisen thee and foilctcn thee, is thou 
that ait thial to thing that is light foul 
and brotcl, that is to sejn, sei vaunt to 
2=) thy body Now is it thanne wel seen, 
how litcl and how brotel possessioun they 
coveiten, that putten tho goodes of the 
body aboven hir ownc resoun For maj- st 
thou sormounten thiso olil aunts in grot- 
30 nesse or weight of body ^ Or mayst thou 
ben stronger than the bole ? Mayst thou 
ben swifter than the ty gro ? Biliold the 
spaces and the stablencsse and the swifte 
cours of the heyene, and stint som tyme 
35 to wondron on foule thinges , the which 
hevene, certes, ms nat rather for tliise 
thinges to ben wondred up on, than for 
the resoun by which it is governed But 
the shymng of thy forme, that ts to seyn, 
40 the heautee of thy body, how swiftly pass- 
inge is it, and how transitorie , certes, it 
IS more flitlinge than the mutabilitee of 
flowers of the somer-sesoun For so Aris- 
totle telleth, that yif that men hadden 


eyen of a becst that highto lynx, so that 45 
the lokinge of folk mightepcrcen thorugh 
the thinges that with stonden it, who-so 
lokod thanne in the entrailes of the body 
of Alcibiades, that was ful fiyr in tho 
superfice with oute, it shold seme right 
fonl And fortlij , yif thou semest f ayr, 
thy natuie maketh nat that, hnt the 
dcsceivaunco of the feblessc of the (j^en 
that loken But preyse the goodes of the 
body as mochel as ever thee list , Sf) that *>5 
thou knowe algatcs that, what*so it he, 
that 18 to seijn, of the goodes of thy body, 
winch that thou wondrest up-on, may 
ben destroyed or dissolyed by tho hete of 
a fevere of three da^ es Of alio whiehe 60 
forscyde thinges I may reducen this 
shortly in a sonime, that thise worldly 
goodes, whiclie that ne mowen nat yeven 
that they hiheten, no ben nat parflt by 
the congr egacioun of alio goodes , that 65 
they ne hen nat weyes ne pathts that 
biiiigen men to hlisfulnesse, ne niakcn 
men to hen blisful 

Meiue VIII Eheit ^ quae miaooa 
tramite demos 

Allas ’ which folye and which igno- 
launce misledeth wandiinge wrecches 
fro the path of veiray goodo ^ Certes, 
ye ne seken no gold in greno trees, ne je 
ne gaderen nat prec lous stones in the 5 
vynes, ne ye ne hyden nat your ginnes 
in tho bye mountaignes to cacchen fish 
of whiclic ye may makon richo festes 
And yif yow lyketh to hunte to roes, ye 
ne gon nat to the foidcs of the water that 10 
highto Tyrene And over this, men 
knowen wel the crykes and the cavernes 
of the see y hid in the flodes, and knowen 
eek which water is most plentivous of 
whyte peiles, and knowen which water 15 
haboundeth most of rode purprt, that ts to 
seyn, of a maner shelle-fish with which men 
dyenpurpre , and knowen which strondes 
habounden most with tendre flashes, or of 
sharpe flashes that highten echines But 20 
folk Buffreii hem self to beu so blinde, 
that hem ne reccheth nat to knowe where 
thilke goodes ben y-hid whiche that they 
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coveiton, but ploungen liem m crthe and 
25 seken tlioro tliilke good that sormounteth 
the ht vent that bei oth the stei 1 es What 
prej^ere may 1 maken that be digne to 
the nyce thoughtes ot men ? But I preyc 
th it they coveiten iichesse and honoui«;, 
30 so that, whau tlu y liaii geti n tho f il c 
goodts with gleet ti t\ ailo, that ther-by 
they moye kiiowen the yen ly goodes 


Pj osf IX Jfactenus Tnendatis formam 

It sufifyseth tli it I havoshowed hider-to 
the forme of talse weletulnesse, so that, 
\if thou loke now cleeily, the older of 
myn entcncioun loquiiotli fiom henncs 
5 forth to she won thee tho vcrray weleful- 
nesse ’ ‘ For sothe,’ quod I, ‘ I see wU 

now that sufRsaunce may nat comen by 
richcssos, ne power by reames, ne revei- 
ence by dignitccs, no gentilesso by gloiie, 
10 ne jo\ e by delices ’ 

‘ \nd hast thou wel knowen the causes,^ 
quod she, ‘ why it is ? ’ ‘ Certes, me 

someth,' quod I, ‘ that I see hem right as 
though it weie thoiugh a litel ditto , but 
1*1 me wore lever knowen hem more openly 
of thee ’ 

‘Ooites,’ quod she, ‘the rcsoun is al 
ledy For tin Ike thing that simi)ly is 
o thing, with-outon any devisioun, the 
20 eiroiu and folye of mankinde departeth 
and devydoth it, and mislodeth it and 
transportoth from veiray ind parfit good 
to goodes that ben false and unparfit 
But sey me this Wenest thou thit he, 
2=; that hath nede of jicwer, that him 110 
lakketh no-thing ’ ‘ Nay,' quod I 

‘ Ccites,’ quod she, ‘ thou seyst a right 
For \ if so be that thei is a thmg, that in 
an\ partyo be feblei of power, ceitos, as 
30 in that, it mot nedts ben nedy of foreine 
help ’ ‘ Eight so is it,’ quod I 

‘ Suffisaunce and pow or ben thanne of 
o kinde t* ’ ‘So semeth it,’ quod I 
‘ And demest thou,’ quod she, ‘ that 
a thing that is of this manere, that is to 
seyn, suffisaunt and mighty^ oughte ben 
despysed, or elles that it be right digne of 
reyerenco aboven alle thinges ? ' ‘ Cortes, ’ 


quod I, ‘ it ms no doute, that it is right 
worthy to ben loverenced ' 40 

‘ Lat us,’ quod she, ‘ adden thanne 
revel ence to suffisaunce ind to power, so 
that we demen that thise thi ee tliinges 
ben al o thing ’ ‘ Certes, ' quod I, ‘ lat us 

adden it, j if we wolen giaunten the sotht ' 4 
‘ What demest thou tnanne ^ ’ quod 
she , ‘ IS that a derk thing and nat noble, 
that 18 suj^saunt, reimeiit, and 01 

tiles that it IS right noble and light 
door by cclebritee of renoun ’ Considei w 
thanne,’ quod she, ‘ as we han griunted 
hei bifoin, that he that ne hath nede of 
no-thing, and is most mighty and most 
digne of honour, yif him nedeth any 
cleoinesse of renoun, which cleornesse he 55 
mighte nat graunten of him-self, so that, 
for lakko of thilke cleernesse, he mighte 
seme the fcbelor on any syde or the more 
out-cast ^ ' Close This is to seyn, nay , 
fo) who 80 that IS suffisaunt, mighty, and 60 
reverent, cleernesse of renoun foliuth of the 
foiseyde thinges, he hath it al otdy of his 
wjfisaunce Boece ‘I may nat,' quod 
I, ‘ denye it , but I mot graunto as it is, 
that this thmg bo right cclobrable by 65 
cleernesse of renoun ruid noblesse ' 

‘ Thanne folweth it,’ quod she, ‘ th it w e 
adden cleernesse of renoun to the three 
forscydo thinges, so that ther ne be 
amonges hem no difference ? ' ‘ This is 7 ^ 

a consequence,’ quod I 

‘ This thmg thanne,’ quod she, ‘ that ne 
hath node of no foreine thmg, and that 
may don alle thinges by hise strengthes, 
and that is noble and honourable, nis nat 7^ 
that a meiy thing and a joyful ? ’ But 

whonnes,' quod I, ‘ that any sorwe mighte 
comon to this thmg that is swiche, certes, 

I may nat thinke ’ 

‘ Thanne moten we graunte,’ quod she, 80 
‘ that this thing be ful of gladnes&c, yif 
the forseyde thmgcs ben sothe , and 
certes, also mote we graunten that sufib.- 
saunce, power, noblesse, leverence, and 
gladnesse ben only dyverse by names, but 85 
hir substaunce hath no diveisitee ' ‘ It 

mot needly been so,’ quod I 

‘ Thilke thmg thanne,’ quod she, ‘ that 
IS oon and simple m his nature, the 
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po wikkednesse of men departeth ifc and 
devydeth it , and whan they enforcen 
hem to geten partye of a thing that ne 
hath no part, they ne geten hem neither 
thdke partye that nis non, ne the thing 
95 al hool that they no desire nat ' ‘ In 

which manere ? ’ quod I 

‘ Thilke man,^ quod she, ‘ that secheth 
richesses to floen povertee, ho ne tra 
vaileth him nat for to gete power , for he 
100 hath lever hen derk and vyl , and eek 
withdraweth from him-self many naturel 
delyts, for ho nolde lose the moneye that 
he hath assembled But certes, in this 
manere he ne geteth him nat suffisaunce 
105 that power forleteth, and that molestie 
prikketli, and that filthe maketh out-cast, 
and that derkenesse hydeth And certes, 
he that desireth only power, he wasteth 
and scatereth richessc, and despyseth 
no delyts, and eck honour that is with oute 
power, ne he ne prej seth glorie no-thing 
Certes, thus seest thou wel, that manye 
thmges faylen to him , for he hath som- 
tyme defaute of many necessitees, and 
115 many anguisshes byton him, and whan 
he ne may nat don tho defautos a-woy, he 
forleteth to ben mighty, and that is the 
thing that he most desireth And right 
thus may I makon semblable resouns of 
120 honours, and of glone, and of delyts 
For so as every of thise forseyde thmges 
IS the same that thise other thmges ben, 
that 18 to seyn, al oon thing^ who so that 
ever seketh to geten that oon of thise, 
125 and nat that other, he ne geteth nat that 
he desireth ^ Boece ‘ What seyst thou 
thanne, yif that a man coveiteth to geten 
alle thise thmges to-gider i ’ 

Phtlosophie ‘Certes,’ quod she, ‘I 
130 wolde seye, that he wolde gtttn him 
sovereyn blisfulnesse , but that shal he 
nat finde in tho thmges that I hive 
shewed, that ne mowen nat yeven that 
they beheten ' ‘ Certes, no,’ quod I 

135 ‘ Thanne,’ quod she, * ne sh olden men 

nat by no wey seken blisfulnesse mswiche 
thmges as men wene that they ne mowen 
yeven but o thing senglely of alle that 
men seken ’ ‘ I graunte wel,’ quod I , 

140 * ne no sother thing ne may ben sayd ’ 


‘ Now hast thou thanne,’ quod she, ‘the 
forme and the causes of false weleful- 
nesse Now tome and flitte the eyen 
of thy thought , for ther shalt thou 
seen anon thilke verray blisfulnesse that 141 
I have bihight thee ’ ‘ Certes,’ quod T, 

‘ it IS deer and open, thogh it y ere to 
a blinde man , and that shewedest thou 
me ful wel a litel her-biforn, whan thou 
enforcedest thee to she we mo the causes 15c 
of the false blisfulnesse For but yif I 
be bigyled, thanne is thilke the verray 
blisfulnesse parfit, that parfitly maketh 
a man suffisaunt, mighty, honourable, 
noble, and ful of gladnesse And, for i5« 
thou shalt wel knowe that I have wcl 
understonden thise thmges with m my 
herte, I knowe wel that thilke blisful- 
nesse, that may vorrayly yeven oon of 
the forseyde thmges, sm they ben al oon, i6c 
I knowe, doutcles, that thilke thing is 
the fulle bhsfulnesse ’ 

‘ 0 my none,’ quod she, ‘ by this 
opinioun I seye that thou art blisful, yif 
thou ^tte this ther-to that I shal seyn ’ i6‘ 
‘ What IS that ? ’ quod I 

‘ Trowest thou that ther be any thing 
in thise erthely mortal toumbhng thmges 
that may brmgen this estat ? ’ ‘ Certes,’ 

quod I, ‘I trowe it naught, and thou 17c 
hast shewed me wel that over thilke good 
ther nis no-thing more to ben desired ’ 

‘ Thise thmges thanne,’ quod she, ‘ that 
18 to aej/, erthely suffisaunce and power and 
swtche thmges^ either they semen lyke- 17' 
nesses of verray good, or elles it someth 
that they yeve to mortal folk a manor of 
goodes that ne ben nat parfit , but thilke 
good that IS verray and parfit, that may 
they nat yeven ’ ‘ I acorde me wcl,’ i8c 

quod I 

‘ Thanne,’ quod she, ‘ for as mochel as 
thou hast knowen which is thiUve verray 
blisfulnesse, and eek whiche thilke 
thmges ben that lyen falsly blisfulnesse, 18' 
that 18 to scyny that by deceite semen verray 
goodeSf now behoveth thee to knowe 
whennes and where thou mowe seke 
thilke verray blisfulnesse ’ ‘ Certes,’ ' 

quod I, ‘ that desire I greetly, and have i9< 
abiden longe tyme to herknen it ’ 
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‘ But for as moche/ quod she, ‘ as it 
lyketh to my disciple Plato, m his book of 
“inTimeo,” that in right litel thinges 
195 men sholden bisechen the help of god, 

V what jugest thou that be now to done, so 
that we may deserve to finde the sete of 
thilke verray good ? ’ ‘ Certes,’ quod I, 

‘ I deme that we shollen clepen the fader 
200 of alle goodes , for with-outen him nis 
ther no thing founden a-right ' 

‘ Thou seyst a right,’ quod she , and 
bigau anon to smgen right thus — 


Metre IX 0 qm pet petua mundum 
ratione gubei nos 

‘ 0 thou fader, creator of hevone and of 
erthes, that govemest this world by per 
durable resoun, that comaundest the 
tymos to gon from sm that age haddo 
5 beginnmge , thou that dwellest thy self 
ay stedefast and stable, and yevest alle 
othre thinges to ben nioeved , ne foreine 
causes necesseden thee never to compoune 
werk of llotermge matere, but only the 
lo forme of soverem good y set with m thee 
with-outo envye, that moevede thee freely 
Thou that art aldei-fayrest, beringe the 
faire world in thy thought, formedest 
this world to the lyknesse semblable of 
15 that faire world in thy thought Thou 
drawest al thing of thy soverem en 
saumpler, and comaundest that this 
woild, parfitliche y-maked, have freely 
and absolut his paifit parties Thou 
20 bindest the elements by noumbres pro- 
porcionables, that the colde thinges 
mowen aoorden with the hoto thinges, 
and the drye thinges with the moiste 
thmges , that the fyr, that is purest, ne 
25 flee nat over bye, ne that the hevmesse 
ne drawe nat adoun over lowe the erthes 
that ben plounged in the wateres Thou 
knittest to gider the mene sowle of treble 
kmde, moevinge alle thinges, and de 
30 vydest it by membres acordmge , and 
whan it IS thus devyded, it hath asembled 
^ a moevinge in-to two roundea , it goth to 
tome ayein to him-self, and envirouneth 
a ful deep thought, and tometh the 


hevene by semblable image Thou by 3$ 
evene-lyke causes enhansest the sowlcs 
and the lasse lyves, and, ablinge hem 
heye by lighte cartes, thou sowest hem 
in to heyene and in-to erthe , and whan 
they ben converted to thee by thy be 40 
nigne la wo, thou makest hem retorn 0 
ayem to thee by ayein Icdinge fyr 0 
fader, yivo thou to the thought to styon up 
m to thy streite sete, and graunte him to 
enviroune the welle of good , and, the 45 
lighte y founde, graunte him to fichen the 
cleie sightes of his corage in thee And 
scaterthou and to breke thou the weightts 
and the cloudes of erthely hevmesse, and 
bhyno thou by thy biightnesse For thou 50 
art cleernesse , thou ait peysible reste to 
debon lire folk , thou thy self art bigiii 
ninge, beior, leder, pith, and terme, to 
lokc on thee, that is our ende 

Prose X Quoniam i^itur quae 
imptrftcii 

For as moche thanne as thou hast seyn, 
which IS the forme of good that nis nat 
parht, and which is the forme of good that 
IS parfit, now tiowe I that it were good to 
shewe in what this perfeccioun of blisful- 5 
ne^e is set And in this thing, I trowe 
that we sholden first enqueio for to witen, 
yif that any swiche manor good as thilke 
good that thou hist diffinisshed a htel 
heer biforn, that ts to seyn, soverem good, 10 
may ben founde m the uatuie of thinges , 
for that veyn imagmacioun of thought ne 
decoyve us nat, and putte us out of the 
sothfastnesse of thilke thing that is sum- 
mitted unto us But it may nat ben 15 
deneyed that thilke good no is, and that 
it nis right as welle of alle goodes For 
al thing that is cleped inparfit is proeved 
inparfit by the amenusinge of perfeccioun 
or of thing that is parfit And ther-of 20 
comth it, that in every thing general, yif 
that men seen any-thing that is inparfit, 
certes, in thilke general ther mot ben 
som thing that is parfit , for yif so be that 
perfeccioun is don awey, men may nat 25 
thinke ne seye fro whennes thilke thing 
IS that is cleped inparfit For the nature 
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of thmgea ne took nat hir bogmmnge of 
thinges amennsed and mparfit, but it 
procedetli of thinges that ben al lioole 
and absolut, and descendeth so doun m to 
outterest thinges, and in to thinges empty 
and withouten fnit But, as I have 
y shewed a litel her-biforn, tint -yif ther 
35 be a blisfulnesse that be ireele and \ovn 
and inparfit, ther may no man douto th it 
ther ms som blisfulnesse that is s id, 
stedef ist, and parfit ’ Boec(‘ ‘ This is 
coneluded,’ quod T, ‘ fermely and soth 
40 fastlj ’ 

Plnlosoplue ‘ But considore also,’ quod 
she, ‘ in wham this blisfulnesse en- 
habiteth The comune acordaiince and 
conceite of the corages of men proeieth 
45 and grauntoth, that god, piince of alle 
thinges, IS good For, so as nothing ne 
miy ben thought bettro than god, it may 
nat ben douted thanne that he, tint 
nothing ms bettre, that he ms good 
50 Ceites, rosoun sheweth that god 13 so 
good, that it prove th by verray force that 
parfit good is in him For yif god ne is 
swich, he ne may nat ben prince of ille 
thinges , for certes som thing possessing 
55 in it self parfit good, sholde ben more 
worthy than god, and it sholde semen that 
thilke thing were first, and elder than 
god For we han shewed apirtly that 
alle thinges that ben parfit ben first or 
60 thinges that ben unparfit , and for thy, 
for as moche as that my resoun or my 
proces ne go nat i-wey with oute an ende, 
we owon to graunten that the soverein 
god IS right ful of soverein parfit good 
05 And we han establisshed that the soverein 
good IS verray blisfulnesse thanne mot it 
nedes be, that \ erray blisfulnesse is set in 
soverein god ’ ‘ This take I wcl,’ quod 

I, ‘ ne this ne may nat ben withseid in no 
70 man ere ’ 

‘ But I preye,* quod she, ‘ see now how 
thou mayst proeven, holily and with-oute 
corupcioun, this that I have seyd, that 
the soverein god is right ful of soveiein 
75 good ’ ‘ In which manere ? ’ quod I 

‘ Wenest thou aught,’ quod she, ‘ that 
this prmce of alle thinges have y*take 
thilke soverein good any-wher out of him- 


self, of which sovoiein good men proveth 
that he is ful, right as thou mightest 80 
thinken that god, that hath blisfulncsso 
in him self, and thilke blisfulnesse that 
is in him, woron dyvers in substaunci ? 
For yif thou wono th it god have received 
thilke good out of him self, thou ma^ist 85 
wene that he that yaf thilke good to god 
be more worthy than is god But I am 
hi know on and con fosse, and that iiglit 
dignely, that god is right worthy ahovtn 
alle tlimges , and, yif so he that this good 90 
b( in him by nituio, but that it is d5wei s 
fro him by weiimge icsoiin, sm wo spoke 
of god pimco of alle thinges fcigne wlio- 
so feigno may, who wis ho that hatli 
eonjojgned thise dy\ orso thinges to gidci ’ 95 
And eek, at the laste, S(0 wel that a thing 
th it IS dyvers fiom any thing, that thills. e 
thing ms nat that same flung fro which 
it IS understonden to hen dyvers Thanne 
folweth it, that thilko thing that by his loa 
nature is dyvers fro sovei ( in good, tliat 
that thing ms nat soveiem good , but 
certes, tbit wcie a felonous coisednesse 
to thinken that of him that nothing ms 
more woith For alwey, of alle thinges, 105 
the nature of hem ne miy nat hen bettie 
than his bigmning , lor which I may 
concluden, by light verray rosoun, that 
thilke that is higinning of alle thingos, 
thilko same thing is soverein good in liis na 
substaunce ’ ‘ Ihou h ist seyd right- 

luUy,’ quod I 

‘ But wc Inn graunted,’ quod she, ‘ that 
the soverein good is blisfulnesse ’ ‘ And 

that IS sooth,’ quod I 115 

‘ Thanne,’ quod she, ‘ moten we nedes 
graunten and confesson that thilko same 
soverein good bo god ’ ‘ Certes,’ quod 

I, ‘ I ne may nat denye no withstonde 
the resouns purposed , and T seo wcl that 120 
it folweth by strengthe of the premisses ’ 

‘Loke now,’ quod she, ‘yif this be 
proved yit more fermely thus that ther 
ne mowen nat bon two soverem goodes 
that ben dyverse amonge hem self For 125 
certes, the goodes that ben dyverse 
amonges hem-self, that oon ms nat that t 
that other is , thanne ne may neither of 
hem ben parfit, so as either of hem lak- 



(gioet^tue. (giooft iii (proee x 


167 


130 ketli to other But that that nis nat 
parfit, men may seen apertly that it nis 
nat so\ ere in The thinges, thanno, that 
hen so\preinly goode, ne mowen by no 
wey ben dyverse But I have wel con- 
133 eluded that blisfulnesse and god ben the 
so\ erem good , tor whiche it mot nedes 
ben, that so\ er( in blistulnesse is soverein 
duiiiitee’ ‘Nothing/ quod I, ‘ms 
more soothfast than this, ne more ferine 
140 by resoun , n( a more worthy thing than 
god may nat ben concluded ’ 

‘ Up-on thise thinges thanne,’ quod she, 
‘right as thise geometiiens, whin they 
han shewed Inr proposiciouns, bon wont 
145 to bringen in thinges that they clepen 
porisraes, or declaraciouns of forseide 
thmqes^ right so wole I j eve thee heor as 
a corollarie, or a mede of coroune For- 
why, for as moche as by the getingo of 
150 blisfulnesse men ben maked blisful, ind 
blisfulnesse is divmitee thanno is it 
manif( st and open, that by the getinge of 
diyinitee men bon maked blislul llight 
as by the getinge ot justice [they ben 
133 maked just], and by the getinge of si- 
pience they bon maked wsse right so, 
nodes, by the scmblable resoun, whan 
they han goten diyinitee, they ben maked 
goddes Thanne is evciy blisful man 
god , but certos, by nature, ther ms but 
0 god , but, by the particijiacioun of 
dmmtee, ther ne let ne destuibeth 
nothing that thei ne ben manye goddes ’ 
‘This IS,' quod 1 , ‘a tan thing and 
163 a precious, clepe it as thou wolt , bo it 
ponsrne or corollarie,’ or mede of toroune 
or dedal inqes 

‘ Coites,’ quod she, ‘ nothing ms fajrer 
than IS the thing that by icsoun sholde 
17’^ ben added to thise foiseide thinges ’ 

‘ What thing ? ’ quod I 
‘ So,’ quod she, ‘ as it someth that blis 
tulnesse conteneth many thinges, it were 
foi to witon whether that alle thise 
175 thinges maken or conjoignen as a maner 
body of blisfulnesse, by dyyersitee of 
parties or of membres , or elles, yif that 
^ any of alle thilke thinges be swich that it 
acomplisshe by him self the substaunce of 
1 80 blisfulnesse, so that alle thise othre thinges 


ben leferied and brought to blisfulnesse,* 
that 18 to seyn, as to the clieef of hem 
‘ I wolde,’ quod I, ‘ that thou makedest 
me cleorly to undeistonde whit thou 
seyst, and that thou recordedest me the 185 
forseyde thinges ’ 

‘ Haye I nat juged,’ quod she, ‘ that 
blisfulnesse is good ? ’ ‘ \ is, forsothc,’ 

quod I , ‘ and that soverein good ’ 

‘ Adde thanne,’ quotl she, ‘ thilko good, 190 
that IS maked blisfulnesse^ to alle the foi 
seide thinges , for thilke same blisful 
nesse that is demed to ben so\erom 
suthsaunce, thilke selve is soverein power, 
soverein reverence, soverein cleemesse 01 1 95 
noblesse^ and soverein delyt Conclusio 
What scyst thou thanne of alle thise 
thinges, that is to sc^n, suffisaunco, 
power, and this othre thinges , ben thej 
thanne as membres of blisfulnesse, or brn 200 
they referred and brought to so\crcm 
good, right as alle thinges that ben 
brought to the c hief of hem ? ’ ‘I under 

stonde wel , ’ quod I, ‘ what thou pur- 
posest to seke , but I desire foi to herkno 203 
th it thou shewe it me ’ 

‘ Tik now thus the di scree loun of tins 
question,’ quod she ‘ Yif alle thise 
thinges,’ quod she , ‘ weren membres to 
ftlicitee, thin weien they diverse that 210 
oon fiom that other, and swich is the 
nature of parties or ot membies, that 
dyverse membies compounen a bodj ’ 

‘ Ceites,’ quod I, ‘ it hath wel ben shewed 
lieerbifom, that alle thise thinges ben 215 
alle o thing ’ 

‘ Thanno ben they none membres,’ quod 
she , ‘ for elles it sholde seme that blis- 
fulncsse were conioigned al of on mem- 
bio allono , but that is a thing that ma^ 220 
nat be don ’ ‘ This thing,’ quod I, ‘ ms 

nat doutous , but I abyde to herknen the 
lemnaunt of thy quest loun ’ 

‘ This IS open and deer,’ quod she, 

‘ that alle othre thinges ben reliired and 223 
brought to good For theroloro is sufh- 
saunce requered, for it is demed to ben 
good, and forthy is powei requered, for 
men trowen also that it bo good , and this 
same thing mowen wo thinken and con- 230 
jecten of reverence, and of noblesse, and 
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of delyt Thanne is soveiem good tlie 
somme and the cause of al that aughte 
ben desired , for-why tliilhe thing that 
2^5 with-holdeth no good in it self, ne sem- 
blaunce of good, it no may nat wel m no 
manere be desired no requered And the 
contrane for tliogli that thinges by liir 
nature ne ben nat goode, algates, yif men 
240 weno that ben goode, yit ben they desired 
as though that they weren verrayliclie 
goode And tlicrfor is it that men 
oughten to wene by right, that bountee 
be the sovercin fyn, and the cause of alle 
345 the thinges that ben to requeren But 
certes, tliilke that is cause tor which men 
requeren any thing, it semeth that thilke 
same thing be most desired As thus yif 
tint a wight woldo r\den for cause of 
2 ‘JO hele, he ne desireth nat so mochel the 
moevmgo to ryden, as the etfeet of his 
hele Now thanne, sin that alle thinges 
ben requered for the grace of good, they 
ne bon nat desired of alio folk moie 
255 thanne the same good But we hm 
graunted that blisfulnesse is that tiling, 
for whiclie that alio thiso othre thinges 
ben desired , thanne is it thus that, 
certes, only blisfulnesse is requered and 
260 desired By whiche thing it sheweth 
cloerly, that of good and of blistulnesse is 
al oon and the same suhstaiinco ’ ‘ I see 

nat,’ quod I, ‘ wherfore that men mighten 
discorden in this ’ 

265 ‘And we han shewed that god and 
\ erray blisfulnesse is al 00 thing ’ ‘ That 

IS sooth,’ quod I 

‘Tlianne mowen we conclude sikeily, 
that the substannee of god js set in thilke 
270 same good, and in non other pi ice 

Me-ike X II?fc omnesparitei vpnite cnpti 

0 cometh alle to gider now, ye that ben 
y-cauglit and y-boundo with wikkcde 
cheyncs,by the deceivable delyt of erthcly 
thinges enh ibitinge in your thought ’ 
5 Heer shal ben the reste of your labours, 
beer is the havene stable in peysible 
quiete , this allone is the open refut to 
wrecches Glosa Tina is to aeyn, that 
ye that hen comhred and deceived with 


worldely affecciouna^ cometh now to this 10 
soverein good, that la god, that is refut to 
hem that wolen comen to him Textus 
Alle the thinges that the river Tagus 
yeveth yow with his goldene gravailes, or 
dies alle the thinges that the river 15 
Hermus yeveth with his rede brinke, or 
that Indus yeveth, that is next the hote 
party of the world, that medleth the 
grene stones with the whyte, ne sholde 
nat cloeren the lookinge of your thought, 20 
but hyden rather your blinde corages 
with-in hir derknesse Al that lyketh 
j ow heer, and exeyteth and moev eth your 
thoughtes, the ertho hath norisshed it in 
hise lowe caves But the shyninge, by 25 
whiche the hevene is governed and 
whennes he hath his strengthe, that 
eschueth the derke overthrowmge of the 
sowle , and who-so may knowen thilke 
light of blisfulnesse, he shal wel seyn, 30 
that the whyte bemes of the sonne ne ben 
nat deer ’ 

Prose XI Aasenfior, inqnam 

Ttopce ‘ I assente me,’ quod I , ‘ for 
alle tliiso thinges ben strongly bounden 
with right ferme resouns ’ 

Philoaophie ‘ How mochel wilt thou 
preysen it,’ quod she, ‘ yif th it thou 5 
knowe what thilke good is ? ’ ‘I wol 
preyse it,’ quod I, ‘ by prys with-outcn 
ende, yif it shal bityde me to knowe also 
to-gider god that is good ’ 

‘ Certes,’ quod she, ‘ that shal I do thee 10 
by verray resoun, yif that tho thinges 
that I have concluded a litel her-biforn 
dwellcn only in hir first graunting ’ 

‘ They dwellen graunted to thee,’ quod I , 
this IS to seyn, as who aeith I giaunte thy 15 
forsetde concUmoum 

‘ Have I nat shewed thee,’ quod she 
‘ that the thinges that ben requered of 
many folkes ne ben nat verray goodes ne 
parfite, for they ben dyverse that oon fro 20 
that othre , and so as ech of hem is lak- 
Ivinge to other, they ne han no power to 
bringen a good that is ful and absolut ? ^ 
But thanne at erst ben they verray good, 
whanne they ben gadered to-gider aJle 25 
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m-to o forme and in to oon wirkinge, so 
that thilke thmg that is suffisaunce, 
thilke same he power, and reverence, and 
noblesse, and mirthe , and forsotho, but 
^30 yif alle thise thinges ben alle oon same 
thing, they ne han nat wherby that they 
mowen bon put in the nonmber of thinges 
that oughten ben reqnerod or desired ’ 
‘ It is shewed,’ qnod I , ‘ ne her-of may 
35 thcr no man donten ’ 

‘ The thinges thanne,’ quod she, ‘ that 
no ben no goodes whanne they ben di- 
verse, and whan they beginnen to ben 
alle oon thing thanne ben they goodes, 
40 no comth it hem nat thanno by the 
gotinge of unitee, that they ben maked 
goodes ? ’ ‘ So it someth,’ qnod I 

‘ But al thing that is good,’ quod she, 
‘grauntest thou that it be good by tho 
45 participacioun of good, or no ’ ‘I 
graunto it,’ quod I 

‘Thanne most thou grauntcn,’ quod 
she, ‘ by somblable resoun, that oon and 
good bo 00 same thing For of thinges, 
jO of whiche th it tho effect 111s nat naturclly 
diverse, nedes the substance mot be 00 
same thing ’ ‘ I ne m »y nat dcnj e 

that,’ quod I 

‘ Hast thou nat knowen wel,’ quod she 
35 ‘ that al thing that is hath so longo his 
dwellinge and his substaunce as longo as 
it is 0011 , but whan it forlctctli to ben 
oon, it mot nedes dycn and corumpo to 
gidcT ’ ‘In which manere ? ’ quod I 
^ ‘ Bight as in bostes,’ quod she, ‘ whan 

tho sowlo and the body ben conjoignod 
in oon and dwellen to-gidcr, it is clepod 
a beest And whan hir uniteo is destroyed 
by tho disscverauncG of that oon from 
65 that other, than shewetli it wel that it is 
a ded thing, and that it ms no lenger 
no beest And the body of a wight, whyl 
it dwellcth in 00 forme by conjunccioun 
of membres, it is wel seyn that it is 
70 a figure of man-kinde And ;^if the 
parties of the body ben so devyded and 
dissevered, that oon fio that oilier^ that 
^ they destroyen uniteo, the body forleteth 
^ to ben that it was biforn And, who so 
75 woldo ronne in the same manere by alle 
thmges, he sholde seen that, with-oute 


doute, every thmg is in his substaxmee as 
longe as it is oon , and whan it forleteth 
to ben oon, it djeth and perissheth ’ 
‘Whan I considere,’ quod I, ‘manye 80 
thmges, I see non other ’ 

‘Is thor any-thing thanne,’ quod she, 

‘ that, m as moche as it liveth natuitlly, 
that forleteth the talent or appetyt of his 
beinge, and desiretli to come to deeth and 85 
to coiupcioun ? ’ ‘ Yif I considere,’ 

quod I, ‘ the beestes that han any maner 
nature of wilninge and of nillinge, I ne 
finde no beest, but-yif it bo constreined 
fro With-oute forth, that forleteth or 90 
despyseth the entencioun to liven and 
to duren, or that wole, his thankes, 
hasten him to dyen For every beest 
travaileth him to deffende and kepe the 
savacioun of his lyf, and eschueth deeth 95 
and destruccioun But certes, I doute 
mo of herbes and of trees, that la to seyn, 
that I am in a doute of smche thinges as 
hetbea or trees, that no han no felinge 
sowles, ne no natwel wirkingea aervinge to 10c 
appetytea as hestea han, whether they han 
appetyt to dioellen and to duren ’ 

‘ Certes,’ quod she, ‘ ne thor of thar 
thee nat doute Now loke up-on thise 
herbes and thise trees , they wexen first 105 
in swiche places as ben covenablo to hem, 
in whiche places they ne mowen nat sone 
dyen ne drjon, as longe as hir nature 
may deffenden hem For som of hem 
waxen in fceldos, and som in moun no 
t xignes, and othre waxen in mareys, and 
othre eleven on rochos, and sommo w ixen 
plentivous in sondes , and yif that any 
wight enforce him to beren hem in-to 
othre places, they wexen drye For 115 
nature 3''eveth to every thing that that 
is convenient to him, and travaileth that 
they no dye not, as longe as they han 
power to dwellen and to liven What 
woltow seyn of this, that they draweu 12G 
alle hir norisshinges by hir rotes, right 
as they hadden hir mouthes y-plounged 
with-in the erthes, and sheden by hir 
maryes hir wode and hir bark? And 
what woltow seyn of this, that thiUco nB 
thing that is right softe, as the marye is, 
that 18 alwey hid in the aete, al with- 
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inne, and that is defended fro witb-outo 
hy the stedefastnesse of wode , and that 
130 the uttereste hark is put ayeins the dos- 
teniperaunco of the heveiie, as a dcfendour 
mighty to suffren harm^ And thus, 
certes, maystow wel seen how greet is 
the diligence of nature , for alle thinges 
135 renovelen and puplisshen hem with seed 
y-multiplyed , no thor ms no man that ne 
wot wel that they no hen right as 
a foundement and edifice, for to duren 
nat only tor a tyme, hut right as for 
140 to duren perduiahly hy generacioun And 
the thinges eek that men wenen ne haven 
none sowles, ne desire they nat ech of 
hem by semblablo rosoun to kepen that 
IS hirs, that m to seyn, that ts atordmge to 
HS htr mtuie tn comei lacioun ofhtr betnge 
and endunnge f For wher-for elles hereth 
lightnesse the flaumhcs up, and the 
weighte presseth the crtho a-doun, hut 
for as moche as thilke places and tliilke 
150 moevinges ben covenahle to everich of 
hem ? And forsotlio every thing kepeth 
thilke that is acordinge and piopre to 
him, right as thinges that hen contraries 
and enemys corompen hem And yit the 
155 harde thmges, as stones, clyven and 
holden hir parties to gider right laste and 
harde, and deffenden hem in withstond- 
inge that they ne departe nat lightly 
a-twmne And the thinges that hen 
160 softs and fletmge, as is water and eyr, 
they deporten lightly, and yeven place 
to hem that hreken or dcvjden hem , 
hut natheles, they retornen sono aycin 
in-to the same thmges fro whennes they 
165 hen arraoed But fyr fleeth and refuseth 
al devisioun Ne I ne treto nat heer 
now of wilful moevinges of the sowlo 
that IS knowinge, hut of the naturel 
entencioun of thmges, as thus right as 
170 we swolwe the mete that wo recciven and 
no thmko nat on it, and as wo drawen 
our hreeth m slepinge that we wite it 
nat whyle we slepen For certes, in the 
beestes, the love of hir livuiges ne of hir 
175 beinges ne comth nat of the wilnmges 
of the sowle, but of the higinninges of 
nature For certes, thorugh constrem- 
inge caiises, wil desireth and exnhraceth 


ful ofte tyme the deeth that nature 
dredeth, that is to seyn as thus that 180 
a man may hen constreyned so, hy som 
eause^ that his toil desireth and taketh the 
deeth which that nature hateth and dred 
eth ful sore And somtymo wo seoth 
the contrary e, as thus that the wil of 185 
a Wight destorheth and constreyneth that 
that nature desireth and requeroth al- 
wey, that is to seijn, the werk of genera- 
cioun, hy the whiolie generacioun only 
dwelieth and is sustened the long dura- 190 
hletee of mortal thmges And thus this 
charitee and this love, that every thing 
hath to him self, ne comth nat of the 
moevmge of the sowle, but of the en- 
tencioun of nature For the purviaunce 195 
of god hath 3. even to thmges that hen 
creat of him this, that is a ful gret cause 
to liven and to duren , for which they 
desiren naturelly hir lyf as longo as ever 
they mowen For whn h thou mayst nat 200 
drede, hy no mauere, that alle the 
thmges that hen anywhere, that they ne 
reqiieien naturelly the ferme stablenesse 
of perdurable dwellinge, and eek the 
eschumge of destruccioun ’ ‘ Now con- 205 
fesse I wel,’ quod I, ‘ that I see now wel 
certeinlj, with-oute doutes, the thinges 
that whylom someden uncertain to me ’ 

‘ But,’ quod she, ‘ thilke thing that 
desiieth to be and to dwellon perdurahly, 210 
he desireth to ben oon , for yif that tliat 
oon were destroyed, certes, hemge no 
shulde ther non dwellon to no wight ’ 

‘ That 18 sooth,’ quod I 
‘ Thanne,’ quod she, ‘ desiren alle 215 
thinges oon ?’ ‘I assente,’ quod I 
‘ And I have showed,’ quod she, ‘ that 
thilke same oon is thilke that is good?’ 

‘ Ye, for sothe,’ quod I 
‘Alle thinges thanne,’ quod she, ‘re- 220 
quiren good , and thilke good thanne 
mayst thou de8cr3rven right thus good 
18 tliilke thing that every wight desireth ’ 

‘ Ther ne may he thought,’ quod I, ‘ no 
more verray thing For either alle 225 
thmges hen referred and brought to 
nought, and floteren with-oute govemour, i 
despoiled of oon as of hir propre heved , 
or elles, yif ther he any thmg to which 
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ft^o that alle thinges tenden and hyen, that 
thing mosto ben the soverein good of alle 
goodes ’ 

Thanne seyde she thus ‘ 0 my nory,’ 

* quod she, ‘ I have giet gladness© of thee , 
2^5 for thou hast fioched in thyn herte the 
middel soothfastnesse, that ts to seyn^ the 
prikke , but this thing hath ben des- 
covered to thee, in that thou seydest 
that thou wistost nat a litel her biforn ’ 
240 ‘ ^\ hat was that ?’ quod I 

‘ That thou ne wistest nat,’ quod she, 
‘which was the ende of thinges, and 
oertes, that is the thing that every wight 
desireth , and for as mochel as we han 
245 gadored and comprehended that good is 
thilke thing that is desired of alle, thanne 
niotcn wo nedes confossen, that good is 
the fyn of alle thinges 

MeiueXI Qtnsqms p 7 ofimda nente 
ueatigat uei urn 

Who so that soketh sooth by a deep 
thoght, and covciteth nat to ben deceived 
by no mis weyos, lat him lollen and 
tienden with inne him-self the light of 
*5 his inward siglite , and lat him gadeie 
lyein, enclyninge in'to a compas, the 
longe moevmges of his thoughtes y and 
lat him techcn his corage that he hath 
enclosed and hid in his trcsois, al that 
10 he compas&eth or seketh fio with-oiite 
And thanne thilke thingo, that the blake 
* ' cloude of errour whylom h idde y covered, 
shal lighten more eleerly thanne Phebiis 
liim-self ne sb^noth Glosa Who so 
wole seTcen the deep g round 0 oj sooth tn his 
thoughty and woi nat be deceived by false \ 
pi oxlOS^Clouns that goon amis f) 0 the trouthe, 
lat him wel examine and roUe loith-mne 
himself the natuie and the propi etees of the 
20 thing , and lat him yit eftsones examine 
and rollen his tkoughtes by good deltbeia 
ciouny or that he deme , and lat him techen 
his sowle that it hathy by natural principles 
lindeltche y hid mth-in it self alle the 
j”) trouthe the whiche he tmagineth to ben in 
^ thinges mth-oute And thanne alle the 
derlnesse of his misknomnge shal seme more 
evidently to sights of his understondinge 
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thanne the sonne ne semetk to sighte with’ 
outo-foirth For certes the body, bring- 30 
inge the weighte of foryetinge, ne hath 
nat chased out of your thoughte al the 
cleernesse of your knowinge , for certemly 
the seed of sooth haldeth and clyveth 
with in >onr corage, and it is awaked 35 
and exeyted by the winde and by the 
blastes of doctrine For whcrlor elles 
demen ye of your owne wil the rightes, 
whan ye hen axed, but-yif so were that 
the norisshinge of resoun ne livede y- 4° 
plounged in the depthe of your herto? 
this IS to seyHy how sholden men demen the 
sooth of any thing that were axed, yif thei 
mid a rote of soothfastnesse that were y- 
I 2>lounged and hid tn naturel pi inciplesy the 45 
whiche soothfastnesse lived with tn the deep- 
nesse of the thought And yif so he that 
the Muse and the doctrine of Plato 
singeth sooth, al that every wight lerneth, 
he ne doth no-thing elles th\nn© but 50 
recordeth, as men recorden thinges that 
bon foryeten ’ 

Peosk XII Turn ego, Plato, u, inquam 

Thanne seide I thus ‘ I acorde me 
gretly to Plato, for thou remembrest 
and reoordest me thise thinges yit the 
soeounde tynie , that is to seyn, liist whan 
I loste my memorio by the contagious 5 
coiijuiiccioun of the body with the sowle , 
and eftsones afterward, whan 1 loste it, 
confounded by the charge and by the 
hurdeue of my sorwe ’ 

And thanne seide she thus ‘ yif thou 10 
loke,’ quod she, ‘ fiist the thinges that 
thou hast graunted, it ne shal nat hen 
light ler that thou ne shalt remembren 
thilke thing that thou seydest that thou 
iiistest nat ' ‘ What thing i ’ quod 1 1 

‘By whiche governement,’ quod she, 
‘that this world is governed’ ‘Me 
remembreth it wel,’ quod I , ‘ and I con 
fessG wel that I ne wiste it naught But 
al-be-it so that I see now from a fer what 20 
thou purposest, algates, I desire yit to 
herkeno it of thee more pleynly ’ 

‘Thou ne wendest nat,’ quod she, 

‘a htel her-biforn, that men sholden 

5 
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*5 doute that this world 111s governed hy 
god ’ ‘ Certes,’ quod I, ‘ ne yit ne doute 

I it naught, ne I nel never wene that 
it were to doute , as who seith^ hut I toot 
wel that god governeth tins world ^ and 
30 I shal shortly answeren thee hy what 
resouns I am broiiglit to this This 
world,’ quod I, ‘ of so manye dyverse and 
contrarious parties, no mighte never han 
hen assembled in 0 foime, hut-yif ther 
35 nere oon that conjoignede so manye dy- 
verse thinges , and the same dyv ersitee 
of hir natures, that so discorden that 
oon fro that other, moste departen and 
unjoigncn the thinges that hen con 
40 joigned, yif ther ne were oon that con- 
tonede that he hath conjoined and y- 
bounde Ne the certein ordre of nature 
ne sholde nat bringe forth so ordenee 
moevinges, hy places, hy tymes, hy 
45 domges, hy spaces, by qualitees, yif ther 
ne were oon that were ay stedefast 
dwellinge, that ordeynede and disponedo 
thise dyversitees of moevinges And 
thilke thing, what-so ever it be, hy which 
50 that alle thinges hen y-maked and y-lad, 
I clepe him “ god ” , that is a word that 
IS used to alle folk * 

Thanne seyde she ‘sin thou felest 
thus thise thinges,’ quod she, ‘I trowe 
55 that I have litel more to done that thou, 
mighty of welefulnesse, hool and sounde, 
ne see eftsonos thy contreo But lat us 
loken the thinges that we han purposed 
her-biforn Have I nat noumhred and 
60 seyd,’ quod she, ‘ that suffisaunce is in 
blisfulnesse, and we han acoided that 
god IS thilke same blisfulnesse ?’ ‘ Yis, 

forsothe,’ quod I 

‘And that, to governe this world,’ 
65 quod she, ‘ no shal he never han nede 
of non help fro with oute ? For elles, 
yif he hadde nede of any help, he ne 
sholde nat have no ful suffisaunce?’ 

‘ Yis, thus it mot nodes he,’ quod I 
70 ‘ Thanne ordeineth he hy him self al 

one alle thinges?’ quod she ‘That 
may nat he denoyed,’ quod I 

‘And I have shewed that god is the 
same good ? ‘ It rememhreth me wel,’ 

75 quod i 


‘Thanne ordeineth he alle thinges hy 
thilke good,’ quod she , ‘ sin he, which 
that we han acorded to he good, governeth 
alle thinges hy him self, and he is as 
a keye and a stere by which that the 8ot 
edifice of this world is v kept stable 
and with-oute coroumpinge ’ ‘ I acorde 

me greetly,’ quod I , ‘ and I aperccivcde 
a litel her-biforn that thou woldest seve 
thus , al-bc-it so that it w ere hy a thinne 85 
suspecioun ’ 

‘ I trowe it wcl,’ quod she , ‘ for, as 
I trowe, thou ledest now moie ententiily 
thyne eyen to loken the verray goodes 
But natheles the thing that I shal telle qo 
thee jit ne sheweth nat lasse to loken ’ 

‘ Wliat 18 that ?’ quod I 

‘ So as men trowen,’ quod she, ‘ and 
that rightfully, that god governeth alio 
thinges hy the keye of his goodnesse, 95 
and alle thise same thinges, as I have 
taught thee, hasten hem by naturel cn- 
tencioun to comen to good ther may no 
man douten that they ne be governed 
voluntariely, and that they no converten 100 
hem of iTir owno wil to the wil of hir 
ordenour, as they that hen acordinge and 
enclynmge to hir governour and hir 
king’ ‘It mot nedes be so,’ quod I , 

‘ for the reaume ne sholde nat semen 105 
blisful yif ther were a yok of mis- 
drawmges in dyverse parties , ne the 
savinge of obedient thinges ne sholde nat 
ho’ 

‘ Thanne is ther nothing,’ quod she, 1 10 
‘that kepeth his nature, that enforceth 
him to goon ayein god ? ’ ‘No,’ quod I 

‘ And yif that any-thing enforcede him 
to with stondo god, mighte it availen at 
the laste ayeins him, that we han 115 
graunted to hen almighty by the right 
of blisfulnesse ?’ ‘ Certes,’ quod I, ‘ al- 

outrely it ne mighte nat availen him ’ 

‘Thanne is ther no-thing,’ quod she, 
‘that cither wole or may with-stonden 120 
to this soverein good V ‘I trowe nat,’ 
quod I 

‘ Thanne is thilke the soverein good,’ 
quod she, ‘ that alle thinges governeth 
strongly, and ordeynoth hem softely ’ 125 
Thanne seyde I thus ‘I delyte me,’ 
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quod I, ‘ uat only in tlie endes or in tho 
somme of tlie resouns that thou hast 
concluded and proeved, hut thilke wordes 
130 that thou usest delyten me nioche more , 
so, at the laste, fooles that sumtyme 
tendon grete thinges oughten ben a 
sliamed of hem self , ’ that is to seyn, that 
we fooles that 1 eprehenden wiU edlif the 
thinges that touchm goddea goveinaunce^ 
we oughten ben ashamed of ourself as 
7 , that seyde that god lefuseth only the 
mikes of men, and ne entremeteth nat of 
hem 

[40 ‘Thou hast wcl herd,’ quod she, ‘the 
fables of the poctos, how the gi Hints 
assail eden the heveno with the goddcs , 
but foisothe, the doboiiaii force of god 
deposede hem, as it was worthy , that is 
145 to sujn, destroyede the giaunts, as it was 
worthy But wilt thou that wo joigncn 
to gider thilke same resouns ? For per 
aventuro, of swich conjuncioun may 
sterten up som fair sp irklo of sooth ’ 
t5o ‘ Do,’ quod T, ‘ as thee liste ’ 

‘ Wenest thou,’ quod she, ‘ that god ne 
bo almighty ? No man is in doute of it ’ 

‘ Certos,’ quod I, ‘ no wight ne doutcth 
it, yif ht be in his minde 
155 ‘ But he, ’ quod she, ‘ that is ah iight\ , 

ther nis nothing that he no may?’ 

‘ That is sooth,’ quod I 
‘ May god don yvel ? ’ quod she Nay, 
forsotho,’ quod I 

60 ‘Thanne is yvel nothing,’ quod she, 

‘ sin that he no may nat don yvel that 
may don alle thinges ’ ' Soomest thou 

me ’ ’ quod I , ‘or elles pleyest thou or 
deceivest thou me, that hast so woven me 
165 with thy resouns the hous of Dedalus, 
so entrelacod that it is unable to be un- 
laced , thou that other whyle entrest 
ther thou issest, and other whyle issest 
ther thou entrest, ne foldest thou nat 
[70 to gidcr, by replicacioun of wordes, amaner 
wonderful cercle or environinge of the 
simplicitee devyne? For certes, a litel 
her-biforn, whan thou bigunne at blisf ul- 
nesse, thou seydest that it is soverein 
175 good , and seydest that it is set in soverem 
god, and seydest that god him-self is 
soyerein good , and that god is the fulle 


blisfulnesse , foi which thou yave me as 
a cov enable yift, that is to seyn, that no 
wight nis bhsful but yif he be god also 180 
ther-with And seidest eek, that the 
forme of good is the substaunce of god 
and of blisfulnesse , and seidest, that 
thilke same oon is thilke same good, 
that IS requered and desiied of alle tho 185 
kindo of thinges And thou proevedest, 
in disputinge, that god governeth all the 
thinges of the world by the govern ements 
of bounteo, and seydest, that alle thinges 
wolen obeycn to him , and seydest, that 19® 
the nature of vvel ms no thing And 
thise thinges ne showedest thou nat with 
none resouns y-taken fro with oute, but 
by proeves in cet ties and hoomlicli knowen , 
the whicho pioeves drawen to hem self 195 
hir feith and hii acord, everich of hem 
of oilier ’ 

Thanne seyde she thus ‘ I no scorne 
thee nat, ne pleye, ne deceive thee, but 
I have shewed thee the thing that is 200 
grettest over alio thinges bv the yift of 
god, that we whylom pieveden For this 
13 tho forme of tho dewne substaunce, 
that is swich that it no slydeth nat in-to 
outterest forcino thinges, no no receiveth 205 
no straunge thinges in him , but right 
as Parmenides seyde in Gitek of thilke 
devyne substaunce , he scjde thus that 
“ thilke devyne substaunce toineth the 
world and the mocvable ceicle of thinges, 210 
whyl thilke devyne substaunce kepeth 
it self with oute mocvinge , ” tlrnt is to 
seyn, that it ne moeveth neoei-mo, and yit it 
movveth alle othre thinges But natheles, 
yif I have stired resouns that ne ben nat 2*5 
taken tro wiih-oute tho compas of thing 
of which we treten, but i esouns that ben 
bistowed with in that compas, ther ms 
nat why that thou sholdcst merveilen , 
sin thou hast lerned by the sentence of 220 
Plato, that “nedos the wordes moten be 
cosines to the thmges of which they 
speken ” 

Mktrk xii Felix, qui potiut bom 

Bhsful IS that man that may seen the 
clere welle of good, bhsful is he that 
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may unbinden him fro the bondes ol the 
hevy erthe The poete of Trace, Orpheus, 
^ that whylom liadde light greet sorwe 
tor the deeth ot his wyf, after that ho 
hadde maked, by his wooply songes, the 
wodes, moevablo, to i ennon , and hadde 
maked the riveres to stonden stille , and 
10 hadde maked the hertes and the hmdes 
to joignon, drcdeles, hir sydes to cruel 
lyouns, foi to Im kncn Ins songe , and 
hadde maked tint the haio was nat agast 
of the hounde, which that was plesed by 
15 his songe so, whan the moste ardaunt 
love ot his wit brende the entrulos of his 
brest, ne the songos that hadden over- 
comen alio thingos ne mightcii nit as- 
Bwagen hii lord he pleynede 

20 him of the hevene goddcs that weren 
cruel to him , ho wento him to the houses 
of helle And there he tempredo hise 
blaundisshinge songes by resowningo 
strenges, and spak and song in wcpmge 
35 al that ever he hadde received and laved 
out of the noble weUes of his moder 
Calliope the goddesse , and he song with 
as mochel as he mighte of wepinge, and 
with as moche as love, that doublodo his 
^o sorwe, mighte yeve him and techen him , 
and he commoevede the helle, and re- 
querede and bisoughte by swete prcyeie 
the lordes of sowles in helle, of relcsmge , 
that IS to seijn, to yilden him It is tvyf 
35 Ceiberus^ the porter of helle, with his 
three hevedes, was caught and al abayst 
lor the newe song , and the three god 
desses, Fiines^ and vengeresses of felon yes, 
tliat tormenten and agasten the sowles 
40 by anoy, voxen sorwful and soiy, and 

Explicit Lil 


wepen teres for pitee Tho ne was nat 
the heved of Ixion y tormented by tho 
oveithrowinge wheel , and Tantalus, that 
was destroyed by the woodnesse of longo 
thurst, despyseth the flodes to drinke , 45 
the fowl that liighte voltor, tluit eteth 
the stomak or the giser of Tityus, is so 
fulfild of his song tint it nil eten ne 
tyren no more At the laste the lord 
and juge of so«vlos w is moeved to miseri- 50 
cordes and cr\de, “we ben overeomcn,” 
quod he , “ yivo we to Orpheus his wyf 
to hero him eompanye , he hitli avcI y- 
bought hir by his song and his ditec , 
but wo vol putto a lawo in this, and 55 
covenaunt 111 tho yifto that is to 
that, til he be out of helle, yif he loko 
bthindo him, that his Avyf shal comcn 
ayein unto us ” But what is ho that 
may yive a lawe to loveres^ Love is 60 
a gretter lawe and a stiengor to him-self 
than any lawe that men may yeven Allas ’ 
whan Orpheus and his wyf weren almcst 
at the termes of the night, that is to seyn, 
at the Jaste boundes of helle, Orpheus 65 
lokede abakward on Eurydico his wyf, 
and loste hir, and was deed 
This fable ape rteinc th to yow alle, who- 
so-ever desueth or seketh to ledo his 
thought in-to tho soverein day, that is to 70 
seyn, to clceine^e of soverein good For 
who-so that ever bo so overcomen tint 
ho ficche his eyen into tho putte of helle, 
that IS to scyn, who so sette his thoughtes in 
erthely thinges, al that ever he hath 75 
drawen of the noble good celestial, he 
leseth it whan he loketh the belles,’ that 
IS to seyn, in-to lowe thinges of the erthe 

jr tercius 
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Prose I Hec cum Philosophia, dignitate 
aultus 

Whan Philosopliyo hadde songensoftely 
and dolitably tho forscide thinges, kepinge 
the digmtee of hir chore and the weighte 
of hir wordes, I thanne, that ne hadde 


nat al outeily foryeten the wopinge and 5 
the mourninge that was sot in myn 
herte, forhrak the entencioun of hir that 
entendede yit to seyn some othre thinges 
‘ O,’ quod I, ‘ thou that art gyderesse of 
veirey light , the thinges that thou hast 10 
seid me hider-to ben so clere to me and 
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so shewinge by the dersTie looLiiige ol 
horn, and by thy resoims, that they no 
mowcn ben overcome n And tliilke 
15 tlunges that thou toldo‘^t mo, al be it so 
that I haddo Vrli^lom foiyettn hem, for 
the sorwe of the wrong that hatli ben 
don to mo, tit natlieles they no weren 
nat al-outrely unknov en to me But this 
20 same is, namely, a right gioot < auso of 
mv SOI we, so as the governour of tbinges 
is good, -yif tint yvelcs mowon ben 1)\ 
any wt yes , or dies yit that y\el( s iJ\sson 
with-oute punisshinge The whicho thing 
2e; only, how worthy it is to ben wondrtd 
up-on, thou considorost it wel tliy stlt 
certemly But yit to this thing ther is 
tit another thing y joigned, more to beu 
wondred up on Forfolonte is omxicresse, 
30 and floureth ful of richesses , and \eitu 
nis nat al-only with-outo medes, but it 
IS rast under and fortroden under the 
feet of folonous folk , and it abyoth the 
torments in stede of wikkedo fdounes 
35 Of alle whiclie thinges ther nis no vigbt 
that may merveylen y-nough, no com 
pleine, that swiche thinges ben doon 111 
the regne of god, that alle thinges woot 
and alle thinges may, and ne wole nat 
Xo but only god( thingi s ’ 

Thanne seyde she thus ‘ Certos,’ quod 
she, ‘ that were a greet mer'veyle, and an 
enbasshmgo with outen ende, and wel 
more horrible than alle monstres, -vif it 
45 were as thou we nest, that ts to seyn, that 
in the right ordeneo hous of so moehel 
a fader and an ordenour of moj nee, that 
the \essiles that bon foulo and wle 
sholden ben honoured and heried, and 
50 the precious vesseles sholden ben de- 
fouled and vyle , but it nis nat so For 
jif tho things s that I ha\e concluded 
a litel lier-bifoin ben kept hole and un- 
raced, thou shalt wel knowo by the 
55 autoritee of god, of the wlios logne 
1 speke, that ceites the gode folk ben 
alwoy mightj, and shrewes ben alwey 
out-cast and feble, ne the vyces no ben 
ne^ or-mo with-oute peyne, ne the vertues 
60 ne ben nat with-oute mede , and that 
hlisfulnessos comen alwey to goode folk, 
and infortune comth alwoy to wikked 


folk And thou shalt wel knowe many 
thinges of this kinde, that shollcn cesen 
thy jdeintes, and strengthen tlice with 65 
stedefast sadnesse And for thou hast 
seyn tho foime of the \errdy blisfuliusse 
by mo, that have whylom shewed it thee 
and thou hast knowen m whom blisful- 
nesse is y set, alle thinges y tieted that 70 
I tiowe ben necessarie to putten forth, 

I slid shewe thee the wey that sbal 
bringen thee aye in un-to thjn hous 
And I slial ficchen fc thcic sintli\ thought, 
b> whiche it may arysen in licighte, so 75 
that, illo tri))uli( loun y don awtj, thou, 
by my gydingo and b\ my path and by 
my bledes, shalt move rotorne bool and 
sound in to thj contreo 


Metre I Sunt etmini 2>(’nnae tiolucres 
mihi 

I have, foisothe, swifte fetlieres that 
surmounten the hoighto of lievene Whan 
tho swifte thought hath clothed it self in 
tho fctliercs, it dcsjiyscth the hateful 
ertlies, and surmoiinteth the ronndnesse 5 
of the grete ayi , and it seetli the cloudes 
behindo his liak , and passeth the heighte 
of tho region of tho fj^r that esohanfeth 
by tlio swifte moeviugo of tho firmament, 
til that he aroysetli him in-to the houses 10 
that beicn tho steires, and joyneth his 
weyes witli tho sonno Phebus, and felaw- 
slupeth the wty of the olde coldo Satur- 
nus , and he y-maked a knight of the 
cloro sterro , that ts to seyn, that the 15 
thotight ts maked qoddea Imght by the 
sektnge of trouthe to comen to the terray 
Inowleche of god And tlnlke thoght 
renneth by the ctitle of tho sterres, in 
alle places ther as the shj ningo night is 20 
pointed , that ts to seyn, the mght that ts 
cloudeles , for on ntqhtes that ben cloudeles 
it semeth as the lievene were pemted with 
dy verse images of steires And wlianne 
he hath v doon ther y-nough, he shal 25 
forleten the laste lievene, and he shal 
piesseu and wenden on the bak of the 
swifte firmament, and he shal ben maked 
parfit of the worshipful light of god 
Ther halt the lord of kingos tho ceptre 30 
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of his might, and atempreth the goveme- 
ments of the world, and the shyninge 
jnge of thinges, stable in hira-self, gover- 
neth the swifte cart or wayn, that ts to 
35 seyn^ the cir cuter moevinge of the sonne 
And jif thy wey ledeth thee ayem so 
that thou he brought tinder, thanne 
wolt thou seye now that that is the 
contree that thou requorest, of which 
40 thou no haddest no mindo “but now it 
remembrelh me wel, hoer was I born, 
heer wol I fistne my degree, heer wole 
I dwelle ” But yif thee lyketh thanne 
to loken on the derknesse of the erthe 
45 that thou hast forleten, thanne shalt 
thou seen that thise felonous tyraunts, 
that the wreechede peple dredeth, now 
shollen ben exyled fro thilke fayre con- 
tree ’ 

pRosF IT Tam eqo^ Papae^ mquam 

Than seyde I thus ‘ ovvli ' I wondre me 
that thou bihetest me so grete thinges , 
ne I ne doute nat that thou ne miyst 
wel performe that thou bihetest But 
*; I preye thee only this, that thou ne 
tarye nat to telle me thilke thinges that 
thou hast moeved ’ 

‘ First,’ quod she, ‘ thou most nodes 
knowen, that goode folk hi n alwey 
10 stronge and mighty, and the shrevies 
ben feble and desert and naked of alio 
strengthes And of thiso thinges, eeites, 
evench of hem is declared and shewed 
by other For so as good and yvel ben 
»5 two contraries, yif so be that good be 
stedefast, than sheweth the feblesse of 
yvel al openly, and yif thou knowo 
cleerly the frelenesse of -vvel, the stede- 
fastnesse of good is knowen But for as 
20 moche as the fey of my sentence shal 
be the more ferme and haboundaunt, 
I vill gon by that 00 wey and by that 
other , and I wole conferme the thinges 
that ben purposed, now on this syde md 
25 now on that syde Two thinges ther ben 
in whiche the effect of alle the dcdes of 
xnankinde standeth, that is to seyn, wil 
and power , and yif that oon of thise two 
fayleth, ther ms nothing that may be 


don For yif tint wil lakketh, ther nis 30 
no wight that undertaketh to don that 
ho wol nat don , and yif power fayleth, 
the wil nis but in ydel and stant for 
naught And ther-of comet h it, that yif ^ 
thou see a wight that wolde geten that 35 ' 
he may nat geten, thou mayst nat douten 
that power ne fayleth him to haven that 
he wolde ’ ‘ This is open and deer,’ 

quod I , ‘ ne it may nat ben deneyed m 
no manere ’ 40 

‘ And yif thou see a wight,’ quod she, 
‘that hath doon that he wolde doon, 
thou nilt nat douten that he ne ha^-h 
had power to don it ? ’ ‘ No,’ quod I 

‘ And m that that every wight may, 45 
in that men may holden him mighty , 
as who 9 Pyth^ in so moche as man ta mighty 
to don a thing, in so mochel men halt him 
mighty , and in that that he ne may, in 
that men demen him to be feble ’ ‘ I 30 

confesse it wel,’ quod I 

‘ Romembreth thee,’ quod she, ‘ that 
I have gadered and shewed by forseyde 
resoum^that al the entencioun of the wil 
of mankmde, which that is lad by dyverse 'JS 
studies, hastetli to comon to blistulnesso ? ’ 

‘ It remembreth me wel,’ quod I, ‘ that it 
hath ben shewed ’ 

‘ And recordeth thee nat thanne,’ quod 
she, ‘ that blisfulncsse is thilke same good 60 
that men requeren , so that, whan that 
blisfulnesse is roquered of alle, that good 
also IS roquered and desired of alle 
‘ It ne recordeth me nat,’ quod I , ‘ for 
I have it gretly alwey ficchcd m my 65 
memoric ’ 

‘Alle folk thanne,’ quod she, ‘goode 
and eek badde, intorcen hem with-oute 
difference of entencioun to comen to 
good?’ ‘This IS a verray consc 70 
qucnce,’ quod I 

‘ And certein is,’ quod she, ‘ that by the 
getinge of good ben men y maked goode?’ 

‘ This is certein,’ quod I 
‘ Thanne geten goode men that they 75 
desircn ? ' ‘So someth it,’ quod I 
‘ But wikkedo folk,’ quod she, ‘ yif they 
geten the good that they desiren, they ne 
mowe nat be wikkede ? ’ ‘ So is it,’ 

quod T 80 
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‘Thanne, so as that oon and that 
other,’ quod she, ‘ desiren good , and the 
goode folk geten good, and nat the wikke 
folk , thanne ms it no doute that the 
85 goode folk ne hen mighty and the wik- 
kede folk hen feble ’ ’ ‘ Who-so that 

ever,’ quod I, ‘ douteth of this, he no 
may nat considore the nature of thinges 
no the consequence of resouns ’ 

90 And ovei this quod she, ‘ Yil that ther 
ho two thinges that han 00 same purpose 
hy kindo, and that oon of hem pursueth 
and parlormeth tliilko same thing by 
naturel office, and th it other no may nat 
05 doon thilke naturel office, but folweth, by 
other manere thanne is convcnable to 
nature, him that acomphssheth his pur- 
pos kmdely, and yit he ne acomplisshoth 
nat his owne purpos whether of thise 
100 two demestow for more mighty ? ’ ‘ Yif 

that I conjecte,’ quod I, ‘ that thou wolt 
seye, algates yit I desire to horkne it 
more pleynly of thee ’ 

‘Thou wilt nat thanne deneje,’ quod 
105 she, ‘ that the moevement of goinge nis in 
men by kinde ? ’ ‘No, forsothe,’ quod 1 
‘ No thou ne doutest nat,’ quod she, 
‘ that thilke naturel office of goinge ne 
be the office of feet ? ’ ‘ I ne doute it 

1 10 nat,’ quod I 

‘ Thanne,’ quod she, ‘ yif that a wight 
be mighty to moeve and goth upon Ins 
feet, and another, to whom thilke naturel 
office of feet lakketh, cnforcetli him to 
IK) gon crepinge up on his handos whiche 
of tliise two oughte to ben holden the 
more mighty by light i ’ ‘ Knit forth 

the remonaunt,’ quod I , ‘for no wight ne 
douteth that he that may gon by naturel 
120 office of feet ne bo more mighty than he 
that ne may nat ’ 

‘But the soicrein good,’ quod she, 
‘ that is eveneliche pui posed to the gode 
folk and to badde, the gode folk seken it 
J25 by naturel office of vertues, and the 
shrewes enforcen hem to geten it hy 
dyverse coveityse oferthely thinges, which 
that nis no naturel office to geten thilke 
^ same soverein good Trowestow that it 
130 be any other wyse ? ’ ‘ Nay,’ quod I , 

‘ for the consequence is open and shew- 


inge of thinges that I have graunted ^ 
that nedes gode folk moten bon mighty, 
and shrewes feeble and unmighty ’ 

‘ Thou rennest a-right biforn me,’ quod 135 
she, ‘ and this is the jugement , that is to 
seyn, I jtige of thee right as thise leches 
ben wont to hopen of syle folk, uhan 
they aperceyven that nature is redressed 
and withstondeth to the maladye But, 140 
for I see thee now al redy to the under- 
stondingo, I shal shewe thee more thikke 
and continuel resouns For loke now how 
greetly sheweth the feblesse and in- 
firmitee of wikkede folk, that ne mowen 145 
nat comcn to that hir naturel entencioun 
ledeth hem, and yit almost thilke naturel 
entencioun constremeth hem And what 
tcae to demen thanne of shrewes, yif thilke 
naiuiel help hadde forletcn hem, the 
which naiuiel help of xniencioun goth 
awey biforn hem, and is so greet that 
unnetho it may ben o\ ercomo ? Consider 
thanne how greet defaute of power and 
how greet feblesse ther is in wikkede 155 
fclonousfolk , as who seyth, the gretter thing 
that IS covetted and the desiie nat acorn- 
plisshed, of the lasse might is he that 
coveiieth it and may nat acomphsshe. And 
foiihy Philosophie seyth thus hy soverein 160 
good Ne shrewes ne requeren nat lighte 
medes ne veyne games, whiche they ne 
may folwen ne holden , but they fallen of 
thilke sommo and of the heiglite of 
thinges, that is to seyn, soverein good , ne 165 
thise wrccches ne comen nat to the effect 
of soveiein good, the which they enforcen 
hem only to geten, by nightes and by 
dayes , in the gotinge of which good the 
strengthe of good folk is ful wel y-sene 170 
For right so as thou mightest demen him 
mighty of goinge, that gooth'on his feet 
til he mighte come to thilke place, fro the 
whiche place ther no laye no wey forther 
to hen gon , right so most thou nedes 175 
demen him for right mighty, that geteth 
and ateyneth to the ende of alle thinges 
that ben to desire, biyonde the whiche ende 
ther nis nothing to desire Of the which 
power of good folk men may conclude, that 180 
the wikkod men semen to be bareine and 
naked of alle strengthe For-why for- 
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leten they vertues ana folwon vyces? 
Nis it nat for that they ne knowen nat 
1 8tj the goodes ? But w hat thing is more feble 
and more caitif thanne is the blindnesse 
of ignoraunce ? Or ellos they knowen ful 
wel whiche thingos that they oughten 
folwe, but lecherye and coveityse over- 
190 throweth hem mistorned , and certes, so 
doth distemperaunco to feble men, that 
ne mowen nat wrastlen ayems the wees 
Ne knowen they nat thanno wel that they 
forleten the good vilfully, and tornen 
195 hem wilfully to vyc es ? And in this wyso 
they ne forleten nat only to bon mighty, 
but they torleten al outrely in any wyse 
for to ben For they that forleten the 
comune fyn of alle thinges that ben, they 
200 forleten also therwith-al for to ben And 
per-aventure it sholdo semen to som folk 
that this were a merveilo to seyen that 
shrewes, whiche that contienon the more 
partye of men, ne bon nat ne han no 
205 bemge , but natheles, it is so, and thus 
stant this thing For they that hen 
shrewes, I deneye nat that thoy ben 
shrewes , but I deneye, and seye simplely 
and pleinly, that they ne ben nat, ne han 
210 no heinge For right as thou mightest 
seyen of the carayne of a man, that it 
were a deed man, but thou ne mightest 
nat simplely callen it a man , so graunte 
I wel forsothe, that vicious folk ben wik- 
215 ked, but I nemay nat graunton absolutiv 
and simplely that they ben For thilke 
thing that witli-holdeth ordre and kepeth 
nature, thilke thing is and hath bcingo , 
but what thing that faileth of that, that 
220 18 to seyn, that he forleteth naturel ordre, 
ho forleteth thiU^e thing that is sot in his 
nature But thou wolt seyn, that shrewes 
mowen Certes, that ne deneye I nat, 
but certes, hir power ne descend eth nat 
225 of strengtho, but of feblesse For they 
mowen don wikkednesses , the whuhe 
they ne mighte nat don, yif they mighten 
dwellen m the forme and in the doinge of 
good folk And thilke power sheweth ful 
230 evidently that thoy ne mowen right 
naught For so as I have gadcred and 
proeved a litel her-hifom, that yvel is 
naught , and so as shrewes mowen only 


but shrew ednesses, tins conclusioun is 
al deer, that sin ewes ne mowen right 231 
naught, no han no power And for as 
moche as thou understonde winch is the 
strongtlip of this power of shrewes, I have 
definisshed a litel lier-biforn, that nothing 
is so mighty as soverem good ’ ‘ That 24( 

is sooth,’ quod I 

‘And thilke same soverem good may 
don non v vel ? ’ ‘ Ct rtes, no,’ quod I 

‘ Is ther any wight tlimne,’ quod she, 

‘ that weiioth th it men mowen doon alle 24^ 
thingos ? ’ ‘ No m ill,’ quod I, ‘ but yif 

he he out of his witte ’ 

‘ But, certes, shrewes mowen don yvel, 
quod she ‘ Ye, wolde god,’ quod I, 

‘ that thev mighten don non ’’ 25c 

‘ Thanne,’ quod she, ‘ so as he that is 
mighty to doon only but goode thingos 
may don alle thingos , and they that ben 
mighty to don yvele thinges ne mowen 
nat alle thinges thanno is it open thing 2^^ 
and manifest, that they that mowen don 
yvel hen of lasso power And yit, to prveve 
this con^lusiotin, ther helpeth me this, that 
I have v-shewed hor-biforn, tliat alle 
power is to he noumbred among thing! s 261 
that men oughten requere And I have 
showed that alle thinges, that oughten 
ben dcsiied, ben referred to good, right as 
to a mancr heiglito of hir nature But for 
to mowen don yvel and felonye ne may 26^ 
nat ben referred to good Thanno nis nat 
yvel of the noumhir of thinges that 
ouglito ben desiied But alle power 
ouglite ben desired and requered Than 
IS it open and ch or that the power nc tlie jyc 
mowingo of shrewes nis no power , and of 
alle thisG thinges it sheweth wel, that the 
goode folke hen certeinly mighty, and the 
shrewes douteles ben unmighty And it 
IS deer and open that thilke opmioun of 275 
Plato IS verray and sooth, that seith, that 
only wyse men may doon that they 
desiren , and shrewes mowen haunten 
that hem lyketh, hut that they desiren, 
that 18 to seyn, to comen to soveretqn good, 280 
they ne han no power to acomplisshen 
that For shrewes don that hem list, 
whan, by tho thinges in which they 
delyten, they wenen to ateine to thilke 
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885 gx)od that they desiren , hut they ne geten 
ne ateinen nat thor to, for vyoes ne comen 
nat to blisfulncsse 

Metre II Quo? utdcs sedf'i & cdsos 

Wlio-so that the covertoures of hir 
vcyno apariilcs mighte stiepen of thise 
proude kinges, that thou setst sitten on 
heigh in hir chaircs glitcrmge in shyninge 
15 purpro, cnvirounedwith sorwful armm c*?, 
manasinge with cruel mouth, blowinge 
by woodnesse of herte, ho shuldo seen 
thanne that thilko loi des heron with nine 
hir corages ful stroite chemes For 
10 lecherye tormenteth hem in th it oon 
syde with grodyvinims, and tnniblable 
ire, that aiaiseth in him tho flodes of 
troublingp?^ tormenteth up on that other 
syde hir thought , or sorwe h ilt liom woiy 
15 and y caught , or slydinge and dcceivingo 
hope tormenteth hem And therfoie, son 
thou soest oon heed, that t? to seyn, oon 
tyraunt^ beren so nianye tyrannyts, 
thanne no doth thilko tyiaunt nat th it 
20 he dosireth, sin ho is cast doun with so 
manyo wikkodo lordos , that iS to seyn^ 
mth ?o manyo vijas, that han so tctkktdly 
lordshipps oii7 him 

Prose III Vides7ie lyiUa quanto m 
toeno 

Seestow nat thanne m how grote tilth e 
thise shrowes bon y-wrapped, and with 
which cloernesso tliiso good folk shyiion ? 
In this sheweth it wcl, that to goodo lolk 
ne lakketh never-mo hir medos, ne 
shrewGS lakkon never mo torments For 
of alio thinges that ben y doon, thilke 
thing, for which any-thmg is don, it 
someth as by light that thilke thing be 
10 the mode of that , as thus yif a man 
ronneth in tho stadie, or tn the forlonq, 
lor the corone, thanne lyth the mede in 
the corone for which he rennoth And 
I have shewed that blisfulnesse is thilko 
15 same good for which that alle thinges 
ben doon '^Thanne is thilke same good 
purposed to the workes of mankinde 
right as a comune mede , which mede ne 
may ben dissevered fro good folk For no 


wight as by right, fro thennes-forth that 20 
him lakketh goodnesse, no shal ben 
cleped good For which thing, folk of 
goodo maneres, hir medes ne forsaken hem 
never mo For al-be it so that shrowes 
wexen as wode as hem list ayeins goode 25 
folk^ yit nover-the-lcsso the corone of 
wyse men shal nat fallen no faden For 
foreine shrewednesse ne binimeth nat fro 
the corages of goode folk bir propre 
honour But yif that any wight rejoyso 30 
him ot goodnesse that ho hadde take fio 
witli-oute (as who seith, ytf that any wight 
hadde his goodnesse of any othei man than 
ofhim-self)y cortes, ho that yaf him thilko 
goodnesse, or ellcs som other wight, 35 
mighte binimo it him But for as moclio 
as to every wight his owne propre bounteo 
yeveth him his mede, thanne at erst shal 
he fallen of mede whan ho forleteth to 
ben good And at tho laste, so as alle 40 
medes ben requered for men wenen that 
they bon goode, who is ho that woldo 
deme, that he that is right mighty of good 
were part-les of mede ? And ot what 
mede shal ho be guerdoned ? Cortes, of 45 
1 ight fairo mode and right greto aboven 
alle modes Kemembre thee ot thilke 
noble corolarie that I yaf thee a litel 
her-biforn , and gader it to gider in this 
manere — so as good him-solt is bhsful- 50 
nosso, thanne is it deer and certein, that 
alle good folk ben maked blisful for they 
ben goodo , and thilko folk that ben blis- 
tul, it acordeth and is covenable to ben 
goddes Thanne is tho mede of goodo tJ5 
folk swich that no day shal enpeiren it, 
ne no wikkednesse ne shal derken it, ne 
power of no wight ne shal nat amenusen 
it, that IS to seyUy to ben maked goddes 
And sin it is thus, that goode men ne fallen 60 
novel mo of hir medOy certes, no wys man 
ne may douto of undepartable peyne of 
the shrewes , that is to seyn^ that the peyne 
of shrewes ne departeth nat from hem-self 
never-mo For so as goodo and yvel, and 65 
peyne and medes ben contrarye, it mot 
nedes ben, that right as we seen bitydeii 
in guerdoun of goode, that also mot the 
peyne of yvel answery, by the contrarye 
party, to shrewes Now thanne, so as 70 
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bountee and prowesse bon tho mode to 
goode folk, al-so is slirowodnesse it-sclf 
torment to slirewes Tlianno, who so that 
ever is entecchod and dofouled with 
75 peyne, he ne doiiteth nat, that he is 
entecched and deloiiled with jwel Yif 
shrev es thanno \\ olon preysen hem-self, 
may it semen to hem that they ben with 
outen party of torment, sin they ben 
8o swiche that the utter este wikkcdnesse 
{that IS to seyn^ willede thnves, whtih that 
IS the utteieste and the ivo^ste kmde of 
shreivednesse) no defouloth no entecchotli 
nat hem only, but infectoth and en- 
85 venimeth liem gretly ? And also look on 
shrewes, that ben the contraiio party ot 
goode men, how greet peyne felawshijieth 
and folweth hem ’ For thou liast leined 
a litel her biforn, that al thing that is 
90 and hath boinge is oon, and thilke same 
oon 18 good, thanno is this the conso 
quence, that it semcth wcl, that al that is 
and hath beingo is good , this ts to seijn, 
as %oho seyfh, that hinge and umtce and 
95 qoodnesse ts al oon And in this inanero 
it folweth thanne, tint al thing tint 
faileth to ben good, it stmteth foi to be 
and for to han any boinge whorforo it 
IS, that shrewes stinten for to ben that 
100 they weren But tliilko other forme of 
mankmde, that is to seyn, the foime of 
the body with oute, sheweth yit that thise 
shrewes weren whylom men , wher-for, 
whan they ben perverted and torned in-to 
105 malice, certos, than han they forlorn the 
natuie of mankmde But so as onl> 
bountee and prowesse may enhaunsen 
every man over other men , thanne mot 
it nedes be that shrewes, which that 
no shrewednesse hath cast out of the con 
dicioun of mankmde, ben put under the 
merite and the desert of men Thanne 
bitydeth it, that yif thou seest a wight 
that be transformed into vyces, thou ne 
115 mayst nat wone that he be a man For 
yif he be ardaunt in avaryce, and that he 
be a ravinour by violence of foreine 
richesse, thou shalt seyn that he 13 lyke 
to the wolf And yif he be felonous and 
lao with oute reste, and exercyse his tonge 
to chydmges, thou shalt lykne him to the 


hound And yif he be a prevey awaitour 
y-hid, and rejoyseth him to ravisshe by 
wyles, thou shalt seyn him Ij ke to the 
fox-whelpes And yif he be distempre 125 
and quaketh for ire, men shal weno that 
ho beroth the corago of a lyoun And yif 
he be dredful and fleinge, and dredeth 
tlunges that ne oughten nat to ben dred, 
men shal holden him lyk to the hert 130 
And yif he bo slow and astoned ind 
laoho, he liveth as an asse And yif he 
bo light and unstedefast of corage, and 
chiungeth ay his studies, he is lykned to 
briddes And if ho be plounged in foulo 135 
and unclene luxuries, ho is with holden 
in the foule del y cos of the foulo sowe 
Thanne folweth it, tliat he that forletcth 
bountee and piowosse, ho forleteth to ben 
a man , sin ho may nat passen in-to tlio 140 
condicioun of god, he is torned in to 
a boost 

Ml-ikf III Vila No Uu diikib 

Euii^b the wind arywede the sailes of 
UlixeSy duk of tlie coiitioo of Nance, and 
his wandniigo shippes by the see, in-to 
the lie ther- is Ci) ces, tho f 111 0 goddesso, 
doughtcr of the sonno, dwellcth , th it 5 
medloth to hir newe gestes diinkes that 
ben touched and m iked with enclnunte 
ments And after that hir hand, mighty 
over tho herbes, hadde chaunged hir 
gestes in-to dyverse maneres , that oon of 10 
hem, IS covered his face with forme of 
a boor , that other is chaunged in to 
a lyoun of the contree of Marmorike, and 
lus nayles and his teeth woxen, that 
other of hem is noweliche chaunged in-to 15 
a wolf, and howleth whan he wolde wepo , 
that other goth dobonairely in the hous 
as a tygre of Inde But al-be-it so that 
the godhed of Mercuric, that is cleped the 
brid of Arcadie, hath had mercy of the 20 
duke Ulixes, biseged with dyverse yvelos, 
and hath unbounden him fio the pesti- 
lence of Ins ostosse, algates the roweres 
and the manneres hadden by this y- 
drawen in-to hir mouthos and dronken 25 
the wikkede dnnkes They that weren 
woxen swyn hadden by this y-chaunged 



hir mete of breed, for to eten akornes of 
oke? Non of hir limes ne dwelletli with 
30 horn hole, but they han lost the voice and 
the body , only hir thought dwelletli with 
k hem stable, that wepetli and biweileth 
the monstruous chaungingo that they 
suffren 0 overlight hand {as ttho seytk, 
O ^ fehle and light ts tlu hand of Cucesthe 
enchauntcresse^ that chaungeih the bodyes of 
folhes tn to hestes, to 1 egard and to com 
paiisoun of mutacioun that is maked by 
vyces ) , ne the herbes of Ct 7 cos ne ben nat 
40 mighty For al be it so that they may 
c haungen the limes of the body, algates 
yit they may nat chaunge the hertcs , lor 
with inne is y hid the strcngthe ind vigor 
of men, in the secree tour of 1 m Imtes, 
45 that ts to soyn, the sti engtho of resoun But 
thilke venims of nfces to-drawen a man 
to hem more mightily than the vemm of 
Ci 7 ces , for vyces ben so cruel that they 
percen and thorugh passen the corage 
50 with-inne , and, thogh they no anoye nat 
the bodj , yit vyces wooden to destioye men 
by wounde of thought ’ 

pROsr IV Turn cgo^ Fateoi^ mguam 

Than seydo I thus ‘ I confossc and am 
a know e it,’ quod I, ‘ne I no see nat 
that men may sayn, as by right, that 
shrewes ne bcii chaunged in-to bestes 
5 by the qualitee of hir soules, al bc-it so 
that they kepen yit the forme of the body 
of mankinde But I nolde nat of shrewes, 
of which the thought cruel woodeth 
al wey in-to destruccioun of goode men, 
10 that it were leveful to hem to don that ’ 

‘ Certes,’ quod she, ‘ ne is nis nat leveful 
to hem, as I shal wel shewo thee in coven- 
able place , but natheles, yit so were that 
thilke that men wenen be leveful to 
15 shrewes were binomen hem, so that they 
ne nnighte nat anoyen or doon hai m to goode 
men, certes, a greet partyo of the iieyne to 
shrewes sholde ben allegged and releved 
For al-be-it so tliat this ne seme nat 
20 credible thing, per-avonture, to some 
folk, yit moot it nedes be, that shrewes 
ben more wrecches and unsely whan they 
may doon and performe that they co- 


* veiten, than yif they mighte nat com- 
plisshen that they coveiten For yif so 25 
be that it be wrecchednesse to wilne to 
don yvel, than is more wrecchednesse to 
mowen don yvel , with oute which e niow- 
inge the wrecched wil sholde langmsshe 
with oute effect Than, sin that everiche 30 
of thise thmgos hath his wrecchednesse, 
that ts to seyn, lotl to don yvel and mowinge 
to don yvel, it moot nedes be that they ben 
coubtreyned by three unselinosses, that 
wolen and mowen and performcn felonyes 35 
and shrewednesses ’ ‘I acorde me,’ 
quod I , * but I desire gretly that shrewes 
lostcn sone thilke unselmesse, that ts to 
sajny tint shrewes weren desponded of 
mowinge to don yvel ’ 40 

‘ So sh alien they, ’ quod she, ‘soner, per- 
aventure, than thou woldest , or soner 
than they hem-self wene to lakken movy 
tnge to don yvel For ther nis no-thing so 
late m so shorte boundcs of this lyf, that 45 
IS long to abj^do, nameliche, to a corage 
inmoitel , of whiche shrewes the grete 
hope, and the hye compassinges ot 
shrewednesses, is ofte destroyed by a 
sodeyn endc, or they ben war , and that 50 
thing estableth to shrewes the ende of hir 
shrewednesse For yif that shrowednesso 
maketh wrccches, than mot he nedes bon 
most wrecched that longest is a shrewe , 
the whiche wikked shrewes wolde I demen 55 
aldermost unsely and caitifs, yif that hir 
shrewednesse ne were ffnisshed, at the 
leste wey, by the outtereste deeth Foi 
yif I have concluded sooth of the unseli 
nesse of shrewednesse, than sheweth it 60 
cleerly that thilke wrecchednesse is with- 
outen ende, the whiche is certem to ben 
perdurable ’ ‘ Certes,’ quod I, ‘ this 

conclusioun is hard and wonderful to 
graunto , but I knowo wel that it acordeth 65 
moche to the thinges that I have graunted 
hcr-biforn ’ 

‘ Thou hast,’ quod she, ‘ the right osti- 
macioun of this , but who so-ever wene 
that it be a hard thing to acorde him to 70 
a conclusioun, it is right that he sliewe 
that Some of the premisses bon false , or 
ellea he moot shewe that the collacioun 
of proposiciouns nis nat speedful to a 
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7*) necossane conclusioun. And yif it be nat 
so, but that the premisses ben y graunted, 
ther IS not why he sholde blame the 
argument For this thing that I slial 
telle thee now ne shal nat some lasse 
8o wonderful , but of tlie thingos that bon 
taken also it is necessarie , ’ as who seyth, 
folweth of that which that is purposed 
hiforn ‘ Wliat is that ? ’ quod I 
‘ Certes,’ quod she, ‘ that is, that tliise 
85 wikked shrewes ben more blisful, or elles 
lasse toreccheSy that abyen the torments 
that they han deserved, than yif no pcjme 
of justice ne chastysede hem Ne tins ne 
seye I nat now, for that any man might© 
90 thenke, that the manors of shrewes ben 
coriged and cliastysed by veniaunce, and 
that they bon brought to the right wey by 
the drode of the torment, ne tor that they 
yeven to other folk ensaumplo to fleen 
95 fro vyces , but I understand© yit in 
another manere, that shrewes ben more 
unsely whan they ne ben nat punisshed, 
al-be-it so that ther ne be had no resoun 
01 lawe of corroccioun, ne non ensaumpl© 
00 of lokingo ’ ‘ And what manere shal 

that ben,’ quod I, ‘ other than hath be 
told hor-biforn ? ’ 

‘ Have we nat thanno graunted,’ quod 
she, ‘that goode folk bon blisful, and 
05 shrewes ben wrecches ? ’ ‘ Yis,’ quod I 

‘ Thanne,’ quod she, ‘ j if that any good 
were added to the wrecchednosse of any 
wight, nia he nat more weleful than ho 
that nc hath no medlinge of good in his 
10 solitaiie wrecchednesse ’ ‘So someth it, ’ 
quod I 

‘ And what seystow thanne,’ quod she, 
‘of thilke wrecche that lakkoth alJe 
goodes, 80 that no good nis mcdlcd in his 
15 lorecchednesse, and yit, over al his wikkcd 
nesse for which he is a wrecche, that ther 
be yit another yvel anexod and knit to 
him, shal nat men demen him more 
unsely than thilke wrecche of whiche the 
20 unselinesse is roleved by the participa 
cioun of som good ? ' ‘ Why sholde he 

nat ? ’ quod I 

‘Thanne, certes,’ quod she, ‘han 
shrewes, whan they ben punisshed, som- 
2') what of good anexod to hir wrecched- 


nesse, that is to seyn, the same peyne 
that they suffren, which that is good by 
the resoun of justice , and whan thilke 
same shrewes ascapen with oute torment, 
than han they som- what more of yvel yit 130 
over the wikkednesse that they han don, 
that IS to seyn, defaute of peyne , which 
delaute of peyne, thou hast graunted, is 
TV el for the doserte of Iclonv c ’ ‘ I no may 
nat denye it,’ quod I 1 35 

‘Moclie more thanno,’ quod she, ‘ben 
shrewes unselj, whan they ben wrong 
fully delivered fro peyne, than whan 
they bon ininisshed by rightful veU' 
jaunce But this is open thing and deer, 140 
tliat it IS light that shrewes ben puii- 
isshed, and it is wikkednesse and wrong 
til \t they escapen unpunisshed ’ ‘ Wlio 

might© deneye that ? ’ quod I 

‘ But,’ quod she, ‘ may any man denye 14? 
that al til it IS 1 ight ms good , and also 
the coiitrarie, that al that is wrong is 
wikke ? ’ ‘ Certes,’ quod I, ‘ these 

thmgcs bon clere y iiough , and that we 
han concluded a litel her biforn But iso 
I prajo Thee that thou tcllo me, yif thou 
acordest to Itten no torment tosowles, 
after that the body is ended by the 
deeth,’ this is to seyn, undei standestow 
aught that sowles han any torment aft&r the iS5 
deeth of the body 9 

* Certes,’ quod she, ‘ ye , and that right 
greet , of which sowlcs,’ quod she, ‘ I 
trow© that some ben tormented by aspre- 
nesso of peyne , and some sowles, 1 trowe, 160 
b( n exercised by a purging© mekenosse 
But my conseil ms nat to determinye of 
this© povnes But I have travailed and 
told yit hiderto, for thou sholdest know© 
that the mowinge of shrewes, which id-, 
mowinge thee someth to bon unworthy, 
ms no mowinge and oek of shrewes, of 
which thou pleinedest that they n© were 
nat punisshed, that thou woldest seen 
that they no weren never-mo with-outen 170 
the torments of hir wikkednesse and of 
the licence of the momnge to don yvel, that 
thou proydest that it mighte sono ben 
ended, and that thou woldest fayn lernen 
that it ne sholde nat long© dure and 175 
that shiewes ben more unsely yif they 
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Were of longer duringe, and most unsely 
yif they weren perdurable And after 
this, I have shewed thee that more unsely 
180 ben shrewes, whan they escapen with- 
oute hir rightful peyne, than whan they 
ben punisshed by rightful venjaunce 
And of this sentence folwetli it, that 
thmne ben shrewes constreined at the 
185 laste with most grovoiis toiment, whan 
men wene that they ne be nat punisshed ’ 
‘ Whan I consider tliy resouns,’ quod I, 
‘ I no trowe nat tliat men seyn any-thing 
more verayly And yif I tome ayein to 
190 the studies of men, who is he to whom it 
sholde some that he no sholde n it only 
leven thise thingcs, but tek gladly herkne 
hem’’ 

‘ Certes,’ quod she, ‘ so it is , but men 
195 may nat Foi tiny ban Inr eycn so wont 
to the dciknesso o/ erthely thinyes^ that 
they ne niiy nat liften hem up to the 
light of deer sothfastnesse , but they ben 
lyko to briddes, of which the night light- 
200 neth liir lokingo, and the day blmdcth 
hem For whan men loken nat the ordre 
of thinges, but hir lustes and talents, they 
wene that either the love or the mowmgo 
to don wikkc dnesse, 01 ellcs the scapinge 
205 with-oute peyne, be weleful But con 
sidor the jugement of the perdurable lawe 
For yif thou confermo thy coroge to the 
boste thinges, thou ne hast no node of no 
jnge to yevoii thee piys or mede , for 
eio thou hast joyned thy self to the most 
excellent thing And 5^ if thou have en 
clyned thy studies to the wikked thinges, 
ne seek no foreyne wreker out of thy- 
self , for thou thy self hast thnst thy self 
215 in-to wikke thinges right as thou 
mightest loken by dyverse tymes the 
foule eithe and the hevene, and that alle 
other thinges stinten fro with-oute, so 
that thou nere nathei in hevene Tie in erthe^ 
220 ne saye no thing more , than it sholde 
semen to thee, as by only resoun of 
lokinge, that thou were now in the sterres 
and now in the erthe But the poeple ne 
loketh nat on thiso thinges What 
225 thanne ? Shal we thanne apiochen us to 
hem that I have shewed that they ben lyk 
to bestes ? And what woltow seyn of 


this yif that a man hadde al forlorn hi« 
sighte and hadde foryeten that he ever 
saugh, and wende that no-thmg ne fayl- 230 
ede him of perfeccioun of mankinde, now 
we that mighten seen the same thinges, 
wolde wo nat wene that he were blinde ? 

N© also ne acordoth nat the poeple to 
that I shal seyn, the which thing is sus- 235 
tened by astionge foundement of resouns, 
that IS to seyn, that more unsely ben they 
that don wrong to othre folk than they 
that the wrong suffren ’ ‘I wolde 
heren. thilke same resouns,’ quod I 240 

‘ Benyestow,’ quod she, ‘that alle 
shrewes no hen worthy to han torment ? ’ 
‘Niy,’ quod I 

‘ But,’ quod she, ‘ I am ccrtein, by 
many resouns, that shrewes ben unsely ’ 245 
‘ It acordeth,’ quod I 

‘ Th inne no doutostow nat,’ quod she, 

‘ that thilke folk that ben worthy of tor- 
ment, that they no ben wrooches ’ ' ‘It 
acordeth wel,’ quod I 250 

‘Yif thou were thanne,’ quod she, 

‘ V set a jugo or a knower of thinges, 
whether, trowestow, that men sholden 
tormenten him tliat hath don tlio wrong, 
or dies him that liath suffred the wrong? ’ 255 
‘ I ne doute nat,’ quod I, ‘ that I noldo 
don suffisaunt satisfaccioun to him that 
liadde sullied tlie wrong by the sorwe of 
hmi tliat hadde don the wrong ’ 

‘ Th lune someth it,’ quod she, ‘ that the 260 
docro of wrong is more wreccho than he 
that suffred wrong ? ’ ‘ That folweth 

wcl,’ quod I 

‘ Than,’ quod she, ‘ by these causes and 
by othre causes that beu enforced by the 265 
same rote, fUthe or sinne, by the propre 
nature of it, maketh men wrecches , and 
it showoth wel, that the wrong that men 
don nis nat the wrecchednesse of him 
that receyveth the wrong, but the 270 
wrecchednesse of him that doth the 
wrong But certes,’ quod she, ‘tliise 
oratours or advocats don al the con- 
trarye for they onforcen hem to com- 
moeve the juges to han piteo of hem that 275 
han suffred and receyved the thinges that 
ben grevous and aspre, and yit men 
sholden more rightfully han pitee of hem 
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that don the grevaunces and the wronges , 
380 the whiche shrewes, it -were a more 
covenable thing, that the accusours or 
advocats, nat wroth hut pitous and de- 
bonair, ledden tho ghrowes that ban don 
wrong to the jugement, right as men 
2S5 leden syke folk to the leche, for that they 
sholde sekeu out the maladyes of sinne 
by torment And by this covenaunt, 
either the entente of detfendours or advo- 
cats sholde fajlen and cesen in al, or 
ago elles, yif the office of advocats wolde 
bettre profiten to men, it sholde ben 
torned in-to the habito of accusacioun , 
that ts to seyn^ they skolden accuse shrewes^ 
and nat excuse hem And eek tho shrewes 
395 hem-self, yif hit were leveful to hem to 
seen at any clifte the vertu that they han 
forleten, and sawcn that they sholden 
putten adoun the filthes of hir vyces by 
the torments of peynes, they ne oughte 
300 nat, right for the recompensacioun tor to 
geten hem bountee and prowosse which 
that they han lost, demen ne holdcn that 
thilke peynes weren torments to hem , 
and eek they wolden refuse the attend- 
305 aunce of liir advocats, and taken hem self 
to hir juges and to hir accusors For 
which it bitydoth that, as to the wyso 
folk, ther nis no place y-leten to hate , 
that IS to seyn, that ne hate hath no place 
310 amonges wyse men For no wight nil 
haten goode men, but yif he were over- 
mochel a fool , and for to haten shrewes, 
it nis no resoun For right so as lan- 
guissmge IS maladye of body, right so ben 
315 vyces and sinne maladye of corage And 
so as we ne deme nat, that they that ben 
syke of hir body ben worthy to ben hated, 
but rather worthy of pitee wcl more 
worthy, nat to ben hated, but for to ben 
320 had in pitee, ben they of whicho tho 
thoughtes ben constreined by folonous 
wikkednesse, that is more cruel than any 
languissmge of body 

Mktre IV C^id tantos zuuat excitare 
motus 

What delyteth you to exeyten so grete 
moeyinges of hateredes, and to hasten and 


bisien the fatal disposicioun of your deeth 
with your propre handes ? that ts to seyn, 
by hatailes or by contek For yif ye axen 5 
the deeth, it hasteth him of his owne wil , 
ne deeth ne tarieth nat his swifte hors 
And the men that the serpent and the 
lyoun and the tygre and the liero and the 
boor seken to sleen with hir teeth, yit lu 
thilke same men seken to sleen overich of 
hem other with swerd Lo ’ for hir 
maneres ben dyyeiso and descordaunt, 
they moe\en iinrightful ostes and cruel 
batailes, and wilnen to pensslie by entre 15 
chaungingo of dartes But the resoun of 
crueltee nis nat y-nough rightful W iltow 
thanno yelden a coyenable guerdoun to 
the desertes of men’ Loye rightfully 
goode folk, ami ha\e pitee on shrewes ’ 20 

PiiosE V Hic ego uideo inquam 

‘ Thus see I wel,’ quod I, ‘ either what 
bhsfulnesso or elles what unselinesse is 
establisshed in the desertes of goode men 
and of shrewes But in this like fortune 
of poeple I see somwh it of good and som- 5 
what of yyel For no wyse man hath 
lever ben exyled, poore and nedy, and 
namoles, than for to dwollen in his citoe 
andfiouren of iichossos,andberedoutdblo 
by honour, and strong of power For in 10 
this wyse more clecrly and more witnes 
fully is the office of wyso men y-treted, 
whan tho bhsfulnesso and tho poustee of 
governours is, as it were, y shad amonges 
poeples that bo neigh ebours and subgits, 15 
sm that, namely, prisoun, lawe, and thiso 
othre torments of laweful peynes ben 
rather owed to felonous citozeins, for tho 
whiche felonous citezeins tho peynes ben 
establisshed, than for good folk Thanne 20 
I mer\ailo me greotly,’ quod I, ‘ why that 
the thingcs bon so mis entrechaunged, 
that torments of felonyes pressen and 
confounden goode folk, and shrewes 
ravisshen medos of vertu, and ben tn 25 
honours and in qret estats And I dosyre 
eek for to witen of thee, what someth thee 
to ben the rosoun of this so wrongful 
a conclusioun ? For I wolde wondre wel 
the lasse, yif I trowede that al thise 30 
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thinges weren medled by fortunous bappe , 
but now hopeth and encresotb myn as- 
tonyinge god, governour of thinges, that, 
so as god yeveth ofte tymes to gode men 
^35 godes and mirthes, and to shrewes 
yveles and aspre thinges , and yeveth 
ayeinward to gode folk hardnesses, and 
to shrewes he graunteth hem hir wil and 
that they desyren what difference thanne 
40 may ther be bitwixen that tliat god doth, 
and the happe of fortune, yif men ne 
knowo nat the cause why that it is ? ’ 

‘ Ne it nis no mervaile,’ quod she, 
‘though that men wenen that ther be 
45 somewhat folissh and confuse, whan the 
resoun of the ordre is unknowe But 
al-though that thou ne knowe nat the 
cause of so greet a disposicioun, natheles, 
for as mocho as god, the gode governour, 
50 atempreth and governeth the world, ne 
doute thee nat that alle thinges bon doon 
a-right 

Metrf Y Si qut 8 Aictun 9 idera nesett 

Wlio so that no knowe nat the sterres 
of Arcture, y torned neigh to the soverem 
contree or point, that is to seyn, y-torned 
neiqh to the soverem pool of the firmament^ 
5 and wot nat why the sterre Bootes passeth 
or gadereth his weynes, and drencheth 
his late flambes in the see, and why that 
Bootes the sterre unfoldeth his over-swifte 
arysinges, thanne shal he wondren of the 
JO lawe of the heye eyr And eeJc, yifthat 
he ne Icnowe nat tvhy that the homes of the 
fulle mone wexon pale and infect by the 
boundes of the derke night , and how the 
mono, derk and confuse, discoveretli the 
15 sterres that she hadde y covered by hir 
clere visage The comuno errour moeveth 
folk, and maketh wery hir basins of bras 
by thikke strokes , that is to seyn, that 
ther IS a maner of poeple that highte Con- 
io hantes^ that wenen that^ whan the mone u in 
the eclipse^ that it he enchaunted , and ther- 
/ore, for to rescowe the mone, they heten hir 
basins with thikke strokes No no man 
ne wondreth whan the Wastes of the 
at; wind Chorus beten the strondes of the 
see by quakmge flodes , ne no man ne 
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wondreth whan the weighte of the snowe, 
y-harded by the colde, is resolved by the 
brennmge hete of Phebus the sonne , for 
heer seen men redely the causes But 30 
the causes y-hid, that is to seyn, in hevene, 
troublen the brestes of men , the moev- 
able poeple is astoned of alle thinges that 
comen selde and sodeinly in our age 
But yif the troubly errour of our igno- 35 
raunce departede fro us, so that we imsten 
the causes why that smche thinges bi-tyden, 
certes, they sholden cese to seme won- 
dres 

PnosF VI Ita est, inquam 

‘ Thus IS it,’ quod I ‘ But so as thou 
hast yeven or bi-hight me to unwrappen 
the hid causes of thinges, and to dis- 
covere me the resoun s covered with derk- 
nesses, I prey thee that thou devyse and 5 
juge me of this matere, and that thou do 
me to understonden it , for this miracle 
or this wonder troubleth me right gretly ’ 

And thanne she, a litel what smylinge, 
seyde ‘thou clepest me,’ quod she, ‘to 10 
telle thing that is grettest of aUe thinges 
that mowen ben axed, and to the whiche 
questioun unnethes is ther aught y-nougli 
to laven it , as who seyth, unnethes is ther 
suffisauntly anything to answers par fitly to 15 
thy questioun For the matere of it is 
swicli, that whan o doute is determined 
and cut awey, ther wexen other doutes 
with-oute number , right as the hevedes 
wexen of Ydre, the serpent that Ercules 20 
slowh Ne ther ne were no manere ne 
non elide, but-yif that a wight con- 
streinedo tho doutes by a right lyfly and 
quik fyr of thought , that is to seyn, by 
vigour and strengthe of wit For in this 25 
manere men weren wont to maken ques- 
tions of tho simplicitee of thepurviaunce 
of god, and of the order of destinee, and 
of sodein happe, and of the knowinge and 
predestinac] oun di vyne, and of th e libertee 30 
of free wille , the whiche thinges thou 
thy-self aperceyvest wel, of what weight 
they ben But for as mochel as the 
knowinge of thise thinges is a maner 
porcioun of the medicine of thee al-be-it 35 
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so tliat I have litel tyme to don it, yit 
natheles I wol enforcen me to shewo 
somwliat of it But al-thogh the no- 
risshingos of ditee of musike delyteth 
thee, thou most suffren and forheren 
a litel of tliilko delyte, whyle that I we\e 
to thee rosouns y-knit by ordre ’ ‘ As 

it lyketh to thee,’ quod T, ‘ so do ’ 

Tho spak she right as bv another 
[-5 biginnmgo, and seyde thus ‘ Tho en- 
geiidringe of alle thinges,’ quod she, ‘ and 
alle the progressiouns of muable nature, 
and al that mooveth in any manere, 
taketh his ciuses, liis ordrr, and his 
lO formes, of the stablenesse of the dn^ne 
thoght , and thilke divyne thought, tliat 
IS y-set and put in the tour, that ts to seyn, 
in the heighte, of the simpliciteo of god, 
stablissheth many maner gyses to thinges 
«?') that ben to done , the which e maner, 
whan that men loken it in thilke pure 
clennesse of the divyne mtelligence, it is 
y-cleped purviaunce , but whan thilke 
maner is referred by men to thinges that 
So it moveth and disponoth, thanno of olde 
men it was cleped destinee The whiche 
thinges, yif that any wight loketh v el in 
his thought the strengths of that oon and 
of that other, he shal lightly mowen seen, 
S'? that thise two thinges ben dyverse For 
pur\iaunce is thilke divyne reson that is 
establisshed in the soverem prince of 
thinges , the whiche purviaunce dis- 
poneth alle thinges But destinee is tho 
70 disposicioun and ordmaunce clyvinge to 
moevable thinges, by the whiche dispo- 
sicioun the purviaunce knitteth alle 
thinges in hir ordros , for purviaunce 
embraceth alle thinges to-hepe, al thogh 
7*? that they ben dy\ erso, and al thogh they 
ben infinite , but destinee departeth and 
ordemeth alle thinges singulerly, and 
divyded in moevingos, in places, in 
formes, in tymes, as thus lat the un 
80 foldmge of temporel ordmaunce, assem- 
bled and ooned in the lokmgo of the 
diwno thought, be clepcd purviaunce , 
and thilke same assemblmge and oon- 
inge, divyded and unfolden by tymes, lat 
85 that ben called destinee And al-be-it so 
tliat thise thinges ben dyverse, vit nathe 


les hangeth that oon on that other , for- 
why the order destinal procedeth of the 
simplicitoe of pnrviaimce For right as 
a weikman, that aperce3rveth in his 90 
thoght the forme of the thing that lie 
wol make, and race veth the effect of the 
werk, and ledeth that he hadde loked 
biforn in his thoght simply and pre 
sently, by temporel ordmaunce certes, 
right so god disponeth m his puiviaunce, 
singulerly and stablj, the thinges that 
ben to done, but he aministreth in many 
maneros and m dj verse tymes, by des- 
tmee, thilke same thinges that he hath 100 
disponed Thanne, whether that dos- 
tinee be exercysed outlier by some divyne 
spirits, ser\ aunts to the divyne pur 
viaunce, or ellos by som sowle, or elles by 
alle nature servinge to god, or ellos by lot, 
tho cclestiil moe\inges of sterres, or elles 
by the vertu of angeles, or elles by tho 
dyverse subtilitee of develes, or elles by 
any of hem, or elles by hem alle, the 
destinal ordmaunco is y woven and acorn- no 
plisshcd Certes, it is open thing, that 
the purviaunce is an unmoevable and 
simple forme of thinges to done , and the 
moveable bond and the temporel ordi- 
naunce of thinges, whiche that the 115 
divyne simplicitee of purviaunce hath 
ordeyned to done, that is destinee For 
which it is, that alle tlimges that ben 
put under destinee ben, certes, subgits to 
purviaunce, to whiche purviaunce des- 120 
tinee itself is subgit and under But 
some thinges ben put under purviaunce, 
that surmounten the ordmaunce of des- 
tinee , and tho ben thilke that stably ben 
y-ficohed negh to the firste godhed they 125 
surmounten the ordre of destinal moov 
abletee For right as of cercles that 
tornen a boute a same centre or a-boute 
a poynt, thilke corcle that is mnerest or 
most with inno joyneth to the simplesse 130 
of tho middel, and is, as it were, a centre 
or a pojnt to that other cerclts that 
tornen a bouten him , and thilke that is 
outterest, compassed by larger envyron- 
nmge, is unfolden by larger spaces, in so 135 
moche as it is forthest fro the middel 
simplicitee of the poynt , and yif ther be 
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any thing that knittoth and fclawship- 
peth him self to thilke micldel poynt, it 
40 IS constreined in-to simplicitoe, that ts to 
seyn, in to unmoevahletee^ and it ceseth to 
be shad and to fleten dyveisely right so, 
by semblable rosoun, fliilke thing that 
doparteih ioitliLst fio iln first tlioglit of 
41^ god, it is nnf olden and siinimitted to 
grottor bond^s of dostinoe and m so 
moche is the thing moie free and Ians 
fro destinee, as it ax( tli and holdeth him 
ner to thilko centre of tlnngcs, that ts to 
50 seyn^ qod And yif the thing clyvetli to 
the stedefastiK sse of the thoght of god, 
and be with-oute moe\ingp, certes, it soi- 
mounteth the iiecessitc e of ch stince 
Thanne right swich comparisoun as it is 
[“iS of skilmgo to •understondingc, and of 
thing that is engendred to thing that is, 
and of tyme to etemitco, and of the cercle 
to the centre, right so 13 the oidre of 
moevablo destinee to the st iblo sim- 
f>o phciteo of pnrviaunco Thilke ordi 
nannee moeveth the lievene and the 
sterres, and atempreth the elements to- 
gideramongeshcm self, and transformetli 
hem by entrcchaungeablG mntacioun , 
65 and thilke same ordie neweth ayein alle 
thinges growinge and fallmge a-doun, by 
semblable progiessiouns of sedos and of 
sexes, that is to scyn, male and fcmelc 
And this like ordi 0 consti einetli the for- 
70 tunes and the dedos of men by a bond of 
causes, nat able to ben unboundo , the 
wliiche destinal causes, whan they passen 
out fro the biginninges of the unmoevablo 
purviaunco, it mot nedes be that they ne 
75 be nat mutable And thus ben the 
thinges ful wel y-go\orned, -yif that the 
simplicitee dwellinge in the divyne thoght 
sheweth forth the ordie of causes, unable 
to ben y-bowed , and this 01 die con 
streineth by his propro stabletoo the 
moevablo thinges, or elles they sliolden 
fleten folily For which it is, that alle 
thinges semen to ben confus and trouble 
to us men, for we ne mowen nat considere 
85 thilke ordinaunce , natheles, the propre 
manor of every thinge, dressmge hem to 
goode, disponeth hem alle 
For ther nis no-thing don for cause of 


yvel , ne thilke thing that is don by wik- 
kade folk nis nat don for yvel Tliowhiche 190 
shrewes, as I have shewed ful plenti- 
vouslj, sc ken good, but wikkod ciiour 
mistornctli hem, no the ordro commge 
fro the poynt of sovcrcin good nc do- 
clynctli nat fio his biginninge But thou 195 
ma^st scyn, what unieste may ben a 
worse oonfusioun than that godo men ban 
somtyme ad\crsitee and somtyme pros- 
poriteo, and shrewes also now han 
thxnges that they desire n, and now 200 
thinges that they haten ? Whether men 
liven now in swich hoolnesso of thoght, 

{as who seyth^ hen men now so ti yse), that 
swicho folk as they demen to ben godo 
folk or sluewes, that it moste nedes ben 20^ 
that folk ben swicho as they wenen ? 

But in this manor 0 the domes of men 
(liscorden, that thilke men that some 
folk dome n worthy of mode, other folk 
demon hem worthy of torment But lat 210 
us grauntc , I pose that som man may wcl 
demen or knowen the gode folk and the 
badde , may ho thanne knowen and seen 
thilko inncresto atempraimce of corages, 
as it hath hen vont to be seyd of bodies ,215 
as who seytli, may a man speken and deter- 
mtnen of atempiaunces in eoiages^ as men 
were wont to demtn or speken of com- 
plenonns and atempraunces of bodies ^ No 
it no IS nat an unlyk miracle, to hem 220 
that no knowen it nat, {as who seith, hut 
it IS lyke a mei leil or a miracle to hem that 
no knowen it naf\ why that svete thinges 
lien covonablo to some bodies that ben 
liolc, and to some bodies bittere tlnngcs -25 
ben covenable , and also, Aivhy that sumo 
syke folk hen holpon with lighte medi- 
cynes, and some folk ben holpen >\ith 
sharpe medicynes But natheles, the 
lecho that knoweth the manere and the 230 
atempraunoe of helo and of maladye, ne 
merveileth of it no-thing But what 
other thing semeth hele of corages but 
bountee and prowesse ? And what other 
thing semeth maladye of corages but 235 
vyces? Who is elles kepere of good or 
drjrver awey of yvel, but god, governoui 
and lecher of thoughtes ? The whiche god, 
whan he hath biholden from the heye 
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240 tour of Ills purveaiince, lie knowetli what 
IS. covenable to every wight, and leneth 
liem that he wot that is covenable to 
hem Lo, her-of comth and her of is don 
this noble miracle of the ordre destinal, 
345 whan god, that al knoweth, doth swicho 
thing, of which thing that unknowinge 
folk ben astoned But for to constreine, 
as tvho sfyth^ hut f 01 to comprelumdc and 
telle a fewe thinges of the divyne deep 
250 nosse, the wliicho that mannes resoun 
may under&tonde, tliilke man that thou 
wenost to ben right juste and right kep 
ingo of equitee, the coiitrarie of that 
semeth to the divyne purveaunce, that al 
255 wot And Lucan, my familer, telleth 
that “ the victorious cause lykede to the 
goddes, and the cause overcomon lykede 
to Catoun ” Thanne, what so ever thou 
mayst seen that is don in this werld 
260 unhoped or unwened, certes, it is the 
nglit ordre of thingcs, but, as to thy 
wikkede opinioun, it is a confusioun But 
I suppose that som man be so wel 
v-thewed, that the divyne jugoment and 
265 the jugement of mankmde acorden hem 
to-gider of him , but he is so unstedefast 
of corage, that, yif any adversitee come 
to him, he wol forleten, par aventure, to 
continue innocence, by the whiche he ne 
270 may nat with holden fortune Thanne 
the wyse dispensacioun of god sparetli 
him, the whiche man ad^ ersitee mighte 
enpeyren, for that god wol nat suftien 
him to travaile, to whom that travailo 
275 nis nat covenable Another man is parfit 
in alle vertues, and is an holy man, and 
nogh to god, so that the purviaunce of 
god wolde demen, that it were a felonyo 
that he were touched with any adver- 
280 sitees , so that he wol nat suffre that 
swich a man be moeved with any bodily 
maladye But so as seyde a philosophre, 
the more excellent by me he seyde tn 
G 7 el, that “vertues han edified the body 
285 of the holy man ” And ofte tyme it 
bitydeth, that the somme of thinges that 
ben to done is taken to goveme to gode 
folk, for that the malice haboundant of 
shrewes sholde ben abated And god 
apo yeveth and departeth to othre folk pros- 


peritees and adversitees y medled to- 
hepe, after the qualitoe of hir corages, and 
remordeth som folk hy adversitee, for they 
ne sholde nat vexen proude by longe 
welefulnesso And other folk ho suffreth 295 
to ben travailed with harde thinges, for 
that they sholden confermen the vertues 
of corago by the usage and exorcitacioun 
of iiacionce And other folk dreden more 
than they onghten ’f'that whiche they 3^^ 
mighteii wel beren , and sommo dispyse 
that they mowe nat beren , and thilke 
folk god ledetli in to experience of him- 
self by aspie and sorwful thinges And 
many othie folk han bought honourable 3 ^S 
renoun of this world by the prys of 
glorious deetli And som men, that ne 
mowen nat bon overcomen by torments, 
have yeven en&aumple to othre folk, that 
vertu may nat ben overcomen by adver- 3^^ 
sitees , and of alle thinges tlier nis no 
doute, that they no ben don rightfully 
and oidenely, to the profit of hem to 
whom we seen thise thinges bityde For 
(ertes, that adversitee comth som tyme 315 
to shrewes, and som tyme that that they 
desiren, it comth of thiso forseide causes 
And of sorwful thinges that biti/den to 
shrewes, certes, no man ne wondreth , for 
alle men wenon that they han wel de- 3^0 
served it, and that they ben of wikkede 
merite, of whiche shrewes the torment 
som tyme agasteth othre to don felonyes, 
and somtyme it amendeth hem that 
suftren the torments And the pros- 325 
peritee that is yeven to shrewes sheweth 
a greet argument to gode folk, what thing 
they sholde demen of thilke welefulnesse, 
the whiche prosperitee men seen ofte 
serven to shrewes In the which thing 330 
I tiowe that god dispenseth , for, per- 
aventure, the nature of som man is so 
overthrowmge to yvel, and so uncoven- 
ablo, that the nedy povertee of his 
houshold mighte lather egren him to don 335 
felonyes And to the maladye of him god 
putteth remedie, to yeven him richesses 
And som other man biholdeth his con- 
science defouled with sinnes, and maketh 
comparisoun of his fortune and of him- 340 
self, and dredeth, per-aventure, that hia 
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blisfulnesse, of winch the usage is joyeful 
to him, that the lesinge of thilke hlisful 
nesse ne be nat sorwful to him , and 
345 therfoi he wol chaunge his maneres, and, 
' for he dredeth to lese his fortune, he for- 
Tetcth his wikkednesse To othre folk is 
welefulnesse y-yeven unworthily, the 
whiche overthroweth hem in to distruc- 
350 cioun that they han deserved And to som 
othre folk is yeven power to punisshen, 
for that it shal bo cause of continua 
ctoun and exercysmge to godo folk and 
cause of torment to shrcwes For so as 
355 ther nis non alyaunce by twixe gode folk 
and shrewes, ne shrewes ne mowen nat 
acorden amongos hem self And why 
nat? For shrewes discorden of hem self 
by hir vyces, the whiche vyces al to 
,360 renden hir consciences , and don ofte 
tyme thmges, the wlncho thingcs, whan 
they han don hem, they demen that tho 
thmges ne sholden nat han ben don For 
which thing thilke so\erein purveaunce 
365 hath maked ofte tyme fair miracle , so 
that slirewes han maked shrewes to ben 
gode men For whan that som shrewes 
seen that they suffren wrongfully felonyes 
of othre shrewes, they wexen eschaufed 
370 in-to hate of hem that anoyeden hem, and 
retornen to the frut of veitu, whan they 
studien to ben unlyk to hem that they 
han hated Certes, only this is the divyne 
might, to the whiche might yvelcs ben 
375 thanne gode, whan it usetli tho yveles 
covenably, and draweth out the effect of 
any godo , as who seyth^ that yvel ts good 
only to the might ofgody foi the might of god 
ordeyneth thilke yvel to good For oon 
380 ordre embraseth alle thmges, so that 
what wight that departeth fro the resoun 
of thilke ordre which that is assigned to 
him, algates yit he slydeth in-to another 
ordre, so that no thing nis levefulto folje 
385 in the reame of the divyne purviaunce , 
as who seyth, nothing ms with-outen 01 di- 
naunce in the reame of the divyne pur- 
viaunce, sin that the right stronge god 
governeth alle thmges in this world For 
390 it ms nat le\eful to man to compio 
henden by wit, ne unfolden byword, alle 
the subtil ordmaunces and disposiciouns 


of the divyne entente For only it oughte 
suffise to han loked, that god him-self, 
maker of alle natures, ordemeth and 305 
dresseth alle thmges to gode , whjl that 
he hasteth to with holden the thmges 
that he hath maked in-to his semblaunce, 
that IS to seyn^ foi to mth holden thmges 
in-to good, for he him self is good, he 400 
chaseth out al yvel fro theboundes of his 
comunalitee by the ordre of necessitee 
destmable For which it folweth, that 
V f thou loke the purviaunce ordeinmge 
the thmges that men wen on ben out 405 
rageous or haboundant in erthes, thou ne 
shalt not seen in no place no-thing of 
yvel But I see now that thou art 
charged with the weighte of the ques- 
tioun, and wory with the lengthe of my 410 
resoun , and that thou abydest som sweet- 
nesse of songe Tak thanne this draught , 
and whan tliou art wel refresshed and 
refect, thou shal be more stedefast to stye 
in-to hej’^cre questiouns 415 

JMftri VJ Si uis celsi lura tonantis 

If thou, wys, wilt demen in thy pure 
thought the rightes or the lawes of the 
heye thondercr, that is to seyn, of god, loke 
thou and bihold the heightes of the 
soverem h evene There kepen tho sterres, 5 
by rightful alhaunce of thmges, liir olde 
pees The sonne, y-moo\ed by his rody 
fyr, ne distoibeth nat the coldo cercle of 
the mone Nc the sterro y-cleped ‘the 
Bere,’ that onclyneth Ins ravisshmge 10 
courses abouten the soverem heighte of 
the worlde, ne the same sterro Ursa nis 
ne\er-mo wasshen in the depe westrene 
see, ne coveitoth nat to deyen his flaumbes 
in the see of the occian, al thogh he see 15 
o^hre sterres y-plounged in tho see And 
Hesperus the sterre bodoth and tclleth 
alwey the late nightes , and Lucifer the 
sterre brmgeth ayem the clere day And 
thus maketh Love entrechaungeable the 20 
perdurable courses , and thus is discord- 
able batailo y put out of the contree of 
the sterres This acordaunce atempreth 
by evenelyk maneres the elements, that 
the moiste thmges, stryvmge ■with the 25 
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drye thinges, yevon place bj «?toiinde 3 , | 
and the colde thinges joynen hem hy 
feyth to the hote thinges , and that the | 
lighte fyr aiyseth in-to heighte , and the 
30 hevy erthos ivalen hy liir weightes By 
thise same causes the floury yeoi \ ildeth 
swote smclles in the firste somor sosoun 
wai ininge , and the lioto soiner dryoth 
the comes , and autumpno comth ayoin, 
35 hevy of apples , and the fletmgo royn 
bideweth the winter Tins atempraunco 
nonssheth and biingeth foith al thing 
that *1 bretheth ]yf in tins 'woild, ind 
thilke same atcmprauno(', 1 i\isshinge, 
40 hydeth and binimeth, and diemheth 
under the laste deeth, alle thinges y born 
Amonges thiso thinges sitteth the htye 
maker, king and loid, welle and hogin- 
ninge, lawo and wys juge, to don eqmtee , 
4') and governeth and onclyncth the hi vdles 
ot thinges And tho thinges that he 
stereth to gon hy moevmge, ho with- 
draweth and aicsteth , and affermtth the 
moevahle or wandiinge thinges dor j it 
that he ne clepcde aycin the right goingo 
of thinges, and yit that he ne con 
streinedo hem nat eft-sones 111-to louiid 
nesses enclynede, the thinges that ben 
now continued by stable ordinaunce, they 
55 sholden departen ti om hii wdlo, that is to 
8eyn,from liii diginninfje^ and fallen, that 
IS to seyn^ tome in to nought This is 
the comune Love to alio thinges , and alle 
thinges axen to ben holden by the fyn of 
60 good Por olles ne mighten they nat 
lasten , yif they no come nat eft sones 
ayein, hy Love retorned, to the cause that 
hath yevon hem beinge, that is to seyn, to 
god 

Pkose VI r lamne igitur uides 

Seestow nat thanno what thing tol-wetli 
alle the thinges that I have seydr* " 
Boece ‘ What thing ? ’ quod I 

‘Certes,’ quod she, ‘al-outiely, that alle 
fortune is good ’ ‘ And how may that 

be ? ’ quod I 

‘ Now understand, ' quod she, ‘ so as alle 
fortune, whether so it be joyeful fortune 
or Aspre fortune, is yoven either by cause 


of guerdoning Or elles of exercysinge of 10 
good folk, or elles by cause to punisshen 
or dies chastysen shrewes , thanne is alle 
fortune good, the whiche lortune is cer- 
toin that it he eithci rightful or elles 
profitable ’ ‘ Foisothe, this is a ful 15 

vcriay rcsoun, quod I, ‘and yif I con- 
sider tho purviauncG and the destmee 
that thou taughtest me a litel her-hifoxn, 
this sentence is sustened by stedefast 
resouns But yif it lyko unto thee, lat us 20 
noumbion hem amonges thilke thinges, 
of whicho thou stjdest a litel licr-bifom, 
that they ne v ere nat able to ben wened 
to tho people ’ 

‘ Why so ’ quod she ‘ Por that the 2^ 
comune word of men,’ quod I, ‘ misusoth 
this manei speche of fortune^ and seyn ofte 
tymes that the fortune of som wight is 
wikkede ’ 

‘Wiltow thanne,’ quod she, ‘that I 30 
aproche a Ltel to the wordes of the poeple, 
so that it seme nat to hem that 1 be over- 
mocho depaitod as fio the usage of man- 
kindo V ‘As thou wolt,’ quod I 

‘ Demestow nat,’ quod she, ‘that al 3*; 
thing that profiteth is good ? ’ ‘ Yis,’ 

quod I 

‘And ceites, thilke thing that exer- 
cyseth or corigetli, jirofiteth ? ’ ‘I con- 
fesse it wel,’ quod I 40 

‘ Thanne is it good ^ ’ quod she ‘ Wliy 
nat ? ’ quod I 

‘ But this IS the fortune,’ quod she, ‘ of 
hem that either ben put in vertu and 
batailen ayeins aspre thinges, or elles of 43 
hem that eschuen and declynen fio vyces 
and taken the wey of vertu ’ ‘ This ne 

may I nat denye,’ quod I 

‘ But what seystow of the mery fortune 
that is yeven to good folk in guordoun ? 50 
Demcth aught tho poeple that it is wik- 
ked?’ ‘Naj, forsothe,’ quod I, ‘but 
they demen, as it sooth is, that it is right 
good ’ 

‘ And what seystow of that other for- 55 
tune,’ quod she, ‘ that, al-thogh that it be 
aspre, and restreineth the shrewes by 
rightful torment, weneth aught the 
poeple that it he good ? ’ ‘ Nay,’ quod 

I, ‘ but the poeple demeth that jt is most 60 
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wrecclicd of alle thingea that may ben 
thought ’ 

‘War now, and loke wol,’ quod she, 

‘ lest that we, in folwinge the opinioun of 
65 the poeple, have confessed and concluded 
thing that is unable to be wened to the 
poeple ’ ‘ What is that,’ quod I 

‘ Certes,’ quod she, ‘ it folweth or cximth 
of thinges that ben graunted, that alle 
70 fortune, what so ever it be, of hcin that 
ben either in posscssioun of veitu, or in 
the encres of vortu, or elles in the pui 
chasinge of vertu, that thilke fortune is 
good , and that alle fortune is right wik- 
715 kede to hem that dwellen in shrewod- 
nesse , ’ as uho seyth, and thus weneth nat 
the poeple ‘ That is sooth,’ quod I, ‘ al 

be-it so that no man dai confesso it ne 
biknowen it ’ 

80 ‘ Why so ^ ’ quod she , ‘ for light as the 

stronge man iie semeth nat to abaissen or 
disdaigneii as ofte tj me as he hereth the 
noise of the bataile, ne also it ne semeth 
nat, to the wyse man, to beien it gre 
85 vously, as ofte as he is lad in to the stryf 
of fortune For bothe to that oon man 
and eek to tli it other thilke difficultoe is 
the matere , to that oon man, of encies 
of his glorious renoun, and to that 
90 other m in, to condime his sapience, that 
18 to seijn, to the asprenesse 0/ Jus estat 
For therforo is it called “vertu,” for 
that it susteneth and enforseth, by fuse 
strengthos, that it nis nat ovci comen by 
95 adversitees No certes, thou th it art put 
in the cncres or in the lieighte of vertu, 
ne hast nat comen to flcten with dcliccs, 
and for to welken in bodily luste , thou 
sowest or plauntest a ful egre bataile in 
100 thy corage ayeins every fortune for that 
the sorwful fortune ne confounde thee 
nat, ne that the merye fortune ne co- 
rumpo thee nat, occupye the mene by 
stedefast strengthes For al that ever is 
105 under the mene, or elles al that over 
passeth the mene, despyseth welefulnesse 
{as who seythy it is vicious\ and ne hath no 
mede of his travaile For it is set in your 
hand {as who seyth, it lyth in your power) 
1 10 what fortune yow is levest, that is to seyn, 
good or yvel For alle fortune that semeth 
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sharp or aspre, yif it ne exercyso nat the 
gode folk ne chastyseth the wikkedfolk^ it 
punissheth 

Mktuk VIT Bella his quints opeiatus 
annis 

The wreker Attrides, that is to seyn^ 
Agamenon, that wroughte and continuede 
the batailes by ten yeer, recovered and 
purgode in wi ekmge, by the destruccioun 
of Tioye, the losto chaumbres of manage 5 
of his brother, thu is to seyn, that he^ 
Agamenon, wan ayein Eleyne, that loas 
Mtnelaus wyf his brother In the mene 
whyle that thilke Agamenon desirede to 
yeven sayles to the G-relussh na\ye, and 10 
boughte ayein the windcs by blood, he 
unclothede him of pitee of fader , and the 
sory preest yiveth in sacrifyinge the 
wrecched cuttingo of throte of the dough- 
ter, that is to seyn, that Agamenon let *5 
cutten the throte of his daughter by the 
pieest, to maken allyaunce with his goddes, 
and for to han wind with whiche he mighie 
wenden to Troye Itacus, that is to seyn, 
Ulixes, biwepto his fclawes y-lorn, the 20 
whiche felawes the ferse Poliphemus, lig- 
gingc in his giete cave, hadde freten and 
dreynt in his empty wombe But nathe- 
les Poliphemus, wood for his blinde visage, 
yald to Xllixes jo>o by his borwful teres , 25 
that IS to seyn, that Lltxes moot out the 
eye of Poliphemus that stood in his forehed, 
for which Ulixes hadde joyc, whan he say 
Poliphemus wepinge and blinde Her- 
cules is celebrable for his harde travailes , 30 
he dauntede the proude Centaures, half 
hors, half man, and he birafte the di- 
spoylinge fro the cruel lyoun, that is to 
seyn, he slowh the lyoun and rafte him his 
skin He smoot the bnddes that hiqhten 35 
Arpyes with certein arwes He ravisshede 
apples fro the wakingo dragoun, and his 
hand was the more hevy for the goldene 
metal Ho drow Cerberus, the hound of 
helle, by his treble cheyne He, over- 40 
comer, as it is seyd, hath put an unmeke 
lord foddro to his cruel hors , this is (0 
seyn, that Hercules slowh Dtomedes, and 
j made hia hors to freten him And he, 
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45 Hercules, slowh Ydra the serpent^ and 
brende the venim And Achelous the 
flood, defouled in his forhed, dreynte his 
shamefast visage in his strondes , tlm u 
to aeyn, that Achelous coude transfigure 
50 htm-self tn 4 o dyverse lykneases , and, as he 
/auyht with Hercules, at the laste he tomedc 
htm in to a hole , and Hercules hrak ofoon 
of his homes, and he, for shanie, hidde htm 
in his nver And he, Hercules, caste 
55 adoun Antheus the gyaunt in the 
strondes of Libie , and Cacus apaysede 
the wratthes of Evander , this is to seyn, 
that Hercules slouh the monstre Cacus, and 
apaysede with that deeth the wratthe of 
60 Evander And the bnstlede boor markede 
with scomes the shuldros of Hercules, the 


which© shuldres the hey© cercl© of hevene 
shold© thriste And the laste of Ins la- 
bours was, that ho sustoned the hevene 
up-on his nekke unbowed , and he de- 6^ 
served© eft-sones the hevene, to ben the 
prys of his laste travaile Goth now 
thanne, ye strong© men, ther-as the heye 
wey of the grete ensaumple ledeth yow 
0 nyce men, why nake ye youre bakkes ? 70 
As who seyth 0 ye slowe and delicat men, 
why fiee ye adversitees, and ne fighien nat 
ayeins hem hy vertu, to winnen the mede of 
the hevene? Eor the erthe, overcomen, 
yeveth the sterres ’ , this is to seyn, that, 75 
whan that erthely lust is overcomen, a man 
IS maked worthy to the hevene 


BOOK V 


Pbose I Dixerat, orationisque 
cursum 

She hadde scyd, and torned the cours 
of hir resoun to some othre thinges to ben 
treted and to ben y-sped Thanne seyde 
I, ‘Certes, rightful is thyn amonestinge 
5 and ful digne by auotontee But that 
thou seidest whylom, that the questioun 
of the divyne purviaunce is enlaced with 
many other questiouns, I undorstonde 
wel and proeve it by the same thing But 
10 I axe yif that thou wenost that hap bo 
any thing in any weys, and, yif thou 
wenest that haj) be anything, what is 
it?’ 

Thanne quod she, ‘ I haste me to yilden 
15 and assoilen to thee the detto of my 
bihest, and to shewen and opnen the wey, 
by which wey thou mayst come ayein to 
thy contree But al-be-it so that the 
thmges which that thou axost ben right 
20 profitable to knowe, yit ben they diyerso 
somwhat fro the path of my purpos , and 
it IS to douten that thou ne be maked 
wery by mis-weyes, so that thou ne mayst 
nat suffyee to mesuren the right wey ’ 
25 ‘ Ke doute thee ther-of nothing,’ quod I 


‘ For, for to knowen thilke thinges to- 
gedore, in the whiche thinges I delyte me 
groetly, that shal ben to me in stede of 
reste, sin it is nat to douten of the 
thmges folwinge, whan eyery syde of thy 30 
disputacioun shal han be stedefast to me 
by undoutous feith ’ 

Thanne seyde she, ‘That manere wol 
I don thee ’ , and bigan to speken right 
thus ‘ Certes,’ quod she, ‘ yii any wight 35 
diffinisshe hap in this manere, that is to 
seyn, that “ hap is bitydinge y brought 
forth by foolish raoevinge and by no 
knotting© of causes,” I conferme that hap 
nis right naught in no wyse , and 1 demo 40 
al-outrely that hap nis, no dwelleth but 
a voice, as who seith, hut an ydel word, 
with-outen any sigmficacioun of thing 
submitted to that vois For what place 
mighte ben left, or dwellinge, to folye 45 
and to disordenaunce, sin that god ledeth 
and constreineth alle thmges by ordro ? 
For this sentence is verray and sooth, 
that “nothmg ne hath his being© of 
naught ” , to the whiche sentence none 50 
of thise olde folk ne withseyde never, 
al-be it so that they ne understodon ne 
meneden it naught by god, prmce and 
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beginnere of werkinge, but they caste n 
,5 [it] as a mauere foundement of subject 
matenal, that is to seyn, of the nature of 
alle resoun And yif that any thing is 
woxen or comen of no causes, than shal it 
seme that thilke thing is comen or woxen 
>o of naught , but yif this ne may nat ben 
don, thanne is it nat possible, that liap 
be any swich thing as I have diffinisshed 
a htel heer-biforn ’ ‘ How shal it 

thanne be ? ’ quod I ‘ Nis ther thanne 
>5 no-thing that by right may be cleped 
either “ hap ” or elles “ aventuro of for- 
tune ” , or IS ther aught, al-be-it so that 
it IS hid fro the peplo, to "which these 
wordes ben covenable ? ’ 

TO ‘Myn Aristotulis,’ quod she, ‘m the 
book of his Phisik, diffinisshoth this thing 
by short resoun, and neigh to the sotlio ’ 

‘ In which manere ? ' quod I 
‘ As ofte,’ quod she, ‘ as men doon any 
75 thing for grace of any other thing, and 
an-other thing than thilke thing that 
men entenden to don bitydoth by some 
causes, it is cleptd “ hap ” Right as 
a man dalf the erthe by cause ot tilyinge 
!o of the feeld, and founde ther a gobet of 
gold bidolven, thanne wenen tolk that it 
IS bifaULe by fortunous bitydinge But, 
for sothe, it ms nat of naught, for it hath 
his propre causes , of whiche causes the 
?5 couis unforeseyn and unwar semeth to 
han maked hap For yif the tilyere of 
the feld ne dolve nat in the eithe, and yif 
the hyder of the gold ne hadde hid the 
gold in thilke place, the gold ne hadde 
)o nat been founde Thise ben thanne the 
causes of the abregginge of fortuit hap, 
the which abregginge of fortuit hap 
comth of causes encountringe and flow- 
inge to-gidere to hem-self, and nat by the 
entencioun of the doer For neither the 
hyder of the gold ne the delver of the 
feeld ne understoden nat that the gold 
sholde han ben founde , but, as I sayde, 
it bitidde and ran to-gidere that he dalf 
>0 ther-as that other hadde hid the gold 
Now may I thus diffinisshe “ hap ” Hap 
18 an unwar bitydinge of causes assem- 
bled m thinges that ben don for som 
other tiling But thilke ordro, prooedinge 
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by an uneschuable bindinge to-gidere, 105 
which that descendeth fro the welle of 
purviaunce that ordeineth alle thmges in 
hir places and in hir tymes, maketh that 
the causes rennen and assemblen to- 
gidere no 

Mktkf I Eupts Achcmeme scopuhs, 
ubi ueisa sequentum 

Tigris and Eufrates resolven and 
springen of 00 welle, in the cragges of the 
rochc of the contree of Achemenie, ther-as 
the fleinge bataile ficcheth hir dartes, 
retorned in the brestes of hem that fol- 
won hem And sone after tho same 
riveres, Tigris and Eufi-ates, unjoinen and 
doparten hir wateres And yif they 
comen to-gideres, and ben assembled and 
cleped to gidere into o cours, thanne 10 
moten thilke thinges fleten to-gidere 
which that the water of the entre- 
chaunginge flood bringoth The shippes 
and the stokkes arraced with the flood 
moten assemblen , and the wateres y- 15 
medled wrappeth or implyeth many for- 
tune! happes or maneres, the whiche 
wandringe happes, natheles, thilke de- 
clyninge lownesse of the erthe and the 
flowingo ordro of the slydinge water 20 
governeth Right so Fortune, that someth 
as that it fleteth with slaked or un- 
governede brydles, it suffereth brydles, 
that 18 to 8 e>/n, to be qovei ned, and passeth 
by thilke Hwo, that t 8 to seyn, by thilke 25 
divyne (yrdmaunce ' 

Paosr II Animadueito, inquam 

‘ This understonde I wel,' quod I, ‘and 
I acorde wel that it is right as thou 
seyst But I axe yif ther be any libertee 
of free wil in this ordie of causes that 
clyven thus to-gidere in hem-self, or 1; 
elles I wolde witen yif that the destinal 
cheyne constreinoth the movinges of the 
corages of men ? ' 

‘ Yis,* quod she , ‘ ther is libertee of 
free wih Ne ther ne was nevere no 10 
nature of resoun that it ne hadde libertee 
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of free wil For every thing that may 
naturely nsen resoun, it hath doom by 
which it decerneth and demeth every 
15 thmg , thanne knoweth it, by it-self, 
thinges that ben to fleen and thinges 
that ben to desiren And thilke thing 
that any wight demeth to ben desired, 
that axeth or desireth he , and fleeth 
20 thilke thing that he troweth ben to fleen 
Wherfore in alle thmges that resoun is, 
in hem also is libertee of willinge and of 
nillinge But I ne ordeyne nat, as who 
seyth^ I ne graunte nat^ that this libertee 
*5 be evene-lyk in alle thinges Forwhy in 
the sovereines devynes substaunces, t?iat 
ts to seyn^ tn apirits^ jugement is more 
deer, and wil nat y-corumped, and might 
redy to speden thinges that ben desired 
30 But the souies of men moten nedes be 
more free whan they loken hem in the 
speculacioun or lokinge of the devyne 
thought, and lasse free whan they slyden 
in-to the bodies , and yit lasse free whan 
35 they ben gadered to-gidere and compre- 
hended in erthely membres But the 
laste servage is whan that they ben yeven 
to vyces, and han y-falle from the pos- 
sessioun of hir propre resoun For after 
40 that they han cast awey hir eyen fro the 
light of the sovereyn soothfastnesse to 
lowe thinges and derke, anon they derken 
by the cloude of ignoraunce and ben 
troubled by felonous talents , to the 
45 whiche talents whan they aprochen and 
asenten, they hepen and encresen the 
servage which they han joyned to hem- 
self , and m this manere they ben caitifs 
fro hir propre libertee The whiche 
50 thinges, nathelesse, the lokinge of the 
devyne purviaunce seeth, that alle thinges 
biholdeth and seeth fro eteme, and or- 
deineth hem evench in hir mentes as 
they ben predestinat and it ts seyd tn 
55 Greek, that “alle thinges he seeth and 
alle thinges he hereth ” 

MEiaiB II Pure clarum luirnne Pkebum 

Homer with the hony mouth, that ts to 
seyn, Homer with the swete dttees, singeth, 
that the sonne is doer by pure light , 


natheles yit ne may it nat, by the mfirme 
light of his bemes brekon or percen the 5 
inwarde entrailes of the erthe, or elles of 
the see So ne seeth nat god, maker of 
the grete world to him, that loketh alle 
thinges from an heigh, ne withstondeth 
nat no thmges by hevinesse of erthe , ne 1 
the night ne withstondeth nat to him by 
the blake cloudes Thtlke god seeth, in 
00 strok of thought, alle thinges that ben, 
or weren, or sholle comen , and thtlke 
god, for he loketh and seeth alle thinges i 
alone, thou mayst seym that he is the 
verray sonne ’ 


Prose IIL Turn ego, en, inquarru 

Thanne seyde I, ‘ now am I confounded 
by a more hard doute than I was ’ 

‘ What doute is that ? * quod she ‘ For 
certes, I conjecte now by whiche thinges 
thou art troubled ’ 5 

* It semeth,' quod I, ‘ to repugnen and 
to contrarien greetly, that god knoweth 
biforn alle thinges, and that ther is any 
freedom of libertee For yif so be that 
god loketh alle thinges biforn, ne god ne 1 
may nat ben desseived m no manere, 
than mot it nedes been, that alle thinges 
bityden the whiche that the purviaunce 
of god hath seyn bifom to comen For 
which, yif that god knoweth bifom nat 1 
only the werkes of men, but also hir 
conseiles and hir willes, thanne ne shal 
ther be no libertee of arbitre , ne, certes, 
ther ne may be noon other dede, ne no 
wil, but thilke which that the divyne 2 
purviaunce, that may nat ben desseived, 
hath feled biforn For yif that they 
mighten wrythen awey in othre manere 
than they ben purveyed, than sholde ther 
be no stedefast prescience of thing to 2 
comen, but rather an uncertein opinioun , 
the whiche thmg to trowen of god, I deme 
it felonye and unlevefuL Ne I ne proeve 
nat thilke same resoun, as who seyth, I ne 
alowe nat, or I ne preyse nat, thtlke same 3* 
resoun, by which that som men wenen 
that they mowen assoilen and unknitten 
the knotte of this questioun. For, certes, 




QSoofi V ^tro6« in 


195 


thay seyn that thing nis nat to comen 
35 for that the purviaunce of god hath seyn 
it bifom that is to comen, but rather the 
contrarye, and that w this that, for that 
> the thing is to comen, therfore ne may it 
nat ben hid fro the purviaunce of god , 
40 and in this manere this necessitee slydeth 
ayein in-to the contrarye partye ne it 
ne bihoveth nat, nodes, that thinges bi- 
tyden that ben purvyed, but it bihoveth, 
nedes, that thinges that bon to comen 
45 ben y-porveyed but as it were y-travailed, 
as who seyth, that thtlke answers procedeth 
right as thogh men travaileden, or weren 
btsy to enqueren, the whiche thing is cause 
of the whiche thing — as, whether the 
50 prescience is cause of the necessitee of 
thinges to comen, or ellea that the 
necessitee of thinges to comen is cause 
of the purviaunce But I ne enforce me 
nat now to shewen it, that the bitydinge 
55 of thinges y-wist biforn is necessarie, how 
so or in what manere that the ordre of 
causes hath it self , al thogh that it ne 
seme nat that the prescience bringe in 
necessitee of bitydinge to thinges to 
60 comen For certes, yif that any wight 
sitteth, it bihoveth by necessitee that the 
opmioun be sooth of him that conjecteth 
that he sitteth , and ayeinward also is it 
of the contrarye yif the opmioun bo 
65 sooth of any wight for that he sitteth, 
it bihoveth by necessitee that he sitte 
Thanne is beer necessitee in that oon 
and in that other for in that oon is 
necessitee of sittmge, and, certes, in that 
70 other is necessitee of sooth But therfore 
ne sitteth nat a wight, for that the 
opmioun of the sittmge is sooth , but the 
opmioun 18 rather sooth, for that a wight 
sitteth biforn And thus, al-thogli that 
75 the cause of the sooth cometh of that 
other syde (as who seyth, that al thogh the 
cause of sooth comth of the sitting, and nat 
of the trem opinioun), algates yit is ther 
comune necessitee in that oon and in 
Bo that other Thus sheweth it, that I may 
make semblable skiles of the purviaunce 
‘ of god and of thinges to comen For 
althogh that, for that thinges ben to 
comen, ther-fore ben they purveyed, nat. 


certes, for that they ben purveyed, ther- 85 
fore ne bityde they nat Yit natheles, 
bihoveth it by necessitee, that either the 
thmges to comen ben y-purveyed of god, 
or elles that the thmges that ben pur- 
veyed of god bityden And this thmg 90 
only sufflseth y nough to destroyen the 
freedom of oure arbitre, that is to seyn, of 
oure free wil But now, certes, sheweth it 
wel, how fer fro the sothe and how up-so- 
doun IS this thing that we seyn, that the 95 
bitydmge of temporel thmges is cause of 
the eterne prescience But for to wenen 
that god purvyeth the thmges to comen 
for they ben to comen, what other thmg 
IS it but for to wene that thilke thmges lOo 
that bitidden whylom ben causes of thilke 
soverem purvyaunce that is in god ? And 
her-to I adde yit this thing that, right 
as whan that I wot that a thing is, it 
bihoveth by necessitee that thilke selve 105 
thmg be , and eek, whan I have knowe 
that any thmg shal bityden, so byhoveth 
it by necessitee that thilke thing bityde 
— so folweth it thanne, that the bitydmge 
of the thing y wist bifom ne may nat no 
ben eschued And at the laste, yif that 
any wight wene a thmg to ben other 
weyes thanne it is, it is nat only un- 
science, but it is deceivable opmioun ful 
diverse and fer fro the sothe of science 115 
Wherfore, yif any thmg be so to comen, 
that the bitydmge of hit ne be nat cer- 
tein ne necessarie, who may weten bifom 
that thilke thmg is to comen ? For right 
as science ne may nat ben medled with 120 
falsnesse (as who seyth, that yif I wot 
a thing, it ne may nat be false that I ne wot 
it), right so thilke thmg that is conceived 
by science ne may nat ben non other 
weys than as it is conceived For that is 125 
the cause why that science wanteth lesmg 
(as who seyth, why that witinge ne receiteth 
wit lesvnge of that it wot) , for it bihoveth, 
by necessitee, that every thing be right 
as science oomprehendeth it to be What 130 
shal I thanne seyn ? In whiche manere 
knoweth god bitorn the thmges to comen, 
yif they ne be nat oertem ? For yif that 
he deme that they ben to comen un- 
eschewably, and so may be that it is 135 
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poss ble that they ne shollen nat comen, 
god IS deceived But nat only to trowen 
that god IS deceived, hut for to speke it 
with mouth, it IS a felonous sinne But 
140 yif that god wot that, right so as thinges 
ben to comen, so shullen they comen-— so 
that he wite egaly, as who seyth, indiffer- 
ently, that thmges mowen ben doon or 
elles naty doon — what is thilke prescience 
145 that ne comprehendeth no certein thing 
ne stable? Or elles what ditference is 
ther bitwise the prescience and thilke 
jape- worthy divyninge of Tiresie the 
divynour, that seyde “A 1 that I seye,” 
150 quod he, “ either it shal be, or elles it 
ne shal nat be?” Or elles how mochel 
IS worth the devyne prescience more 
than the opinioun of mankind c, yif so be 
that it demeth the thinges uncertein, as 
155 men doon , of the whiche domes of men 
the bitydinge nis nat certein? But yif 
go be that non uncertein thing ne may 
ben in him that is right certein welle 
of alle thinges, thanne is the bitydinge 
160 certein of thilke thinges whiche he hath 
wist biforn fermely to comcn For which 
it folweth, that the freedom of the con- 
seiles and of the werkes of mankind nis 
non, sm that the thoght of god, that 
165 seeth alle thinges without errour of fals- 
nesse, bmdeth and constreineth hem to 
a bitydinge by necessitee And yif this 
thing be ones y-graunted and received, 
that ts to seyn, that ther nis no free wille, 
170 than shewetli it wel, how greet destruc- 
oioun and how grete damages ther folwen 
of thinges of mankmde For in ydel ben 
ther thanne purposed and bihight modes 
to gode folk, and peynes to badde folk, 
175 sin that no moevinge of free corage 
voluntarie ne hath nat deserved hem, 
that u to seyn, neither mede ne peyne , and 
it sholde seme thanne, that thilke thing 
IS alderworst, which that is now demed 
180 for aldermost just and most rightful, that 
is to seyn, that shrewes ben punisshed, or 
elles that gode folk ben y-gerdoned the 
whiche folk, sm that hir propre wil ne 
gent hem nat to that oon ne to that 
185 other, that is to seyn, neither to gode ne 
to harmf but oonstremeth hem certein 


necessitee of thinges to comen thanne 
ne shollen ther nevere ben, ne nevere 
weren, vyce ne vertu, but it sholde rather 
ben confusioun of alle deseites medled 190 
with-outen discrecioun And yit ther fol- 
weth an other inconvenient, f than whiche 
ther ne may ben thoght no more felonous 
ne more wikke , and that is this that, so 
as the ordre of thinges is y-led and comth 195 
of the purviaunce of god, ne that no-thing 
ms leveful to the conseiles of mankmde 
{as who seyth, that men han no power to 
doon no thing, ne mine no thing), than fol- 
weth it, that oure vyees ben referred to 200 
the maker of alle good {as who seyth, than 
folweth it, that god oughte han the blame of 
oure vyces, sin he constreineth us by neces- 
sitee to doon vyces) Thanne is ther no 
resoun to hopen in god, ne for to preyen 
to god , for what sholde any wight hopen 
to god, or why sholde he preyen to god, 
sm that the ordenaunce of destmee, which 
that ne may nat ben mclyned, knitteth 
and stremeth alle thinges that men may 210 
desiren? Thanne sholde ther he doon 
aw ey thilke only allyaunce bitwixen god 
and men, that is to seyn, to hopen and to 
preyen But by the prys of rightwasnesse 
and of verray mekenesse we deserven the 215 
gerdoun of the divyne grace, which that 
IS inestimable, that is to seyn, that it is so 
greet, that it ne may nat ben ful ypreysed 
And this 13 only the manere, that is to 
seyn, hope and preyeres, for which it 22Q 
semeth that men mowen speke with god, 
and by resoun of supplicacioun be con- 
joined to thilke cleemesse, that ms nat 
aproched no rather or that men beseken 
it and impetren it And yii men wene 225 
nat that hope ne preyeres ne han no 
strength es, by the necessitee of thinges 
to comen y received, what thing is ther 
thanne by whiche we mowen ben con- 
joined and clyven to thilke soverem 230 
prince of thinges ? For which it hihoveth, 
by necessitee, that the Image of man- 
kmdo, as thou songe a litel her-hiforn, 
be departed and unjoined from his welle, 
and fallen of his biginninge, that is to 2^-0 
seyn, god 
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Metee III Q^enam discors federa rerum 

What disoordable cause hath to-rent 
and unjoined the bmdinge, orthe alliaunce^ 

, of thmges, that w to seyn^ the conjuncctoun 
of god and man? Whiche god hath 
5 establisshed so greet bataile bitwixen 
thise two soothfast or verray thmges, 
that ta to aeyn, bitmxen the purviaunce of 
god and free uni, that they ben singuler 
and deyyded, ne that they ne wolen nat 
10 be modeled ne coupled to gidere ? But 
ther nis no discord to the verray thmges, 
but they clyven, certein, alwey to hem- 
self But the thought of man, confounded 
and overthrowen by the dirke membres 
15 of the body, ne may nat, by fyr of his 
derked looking, that is to aeyn, by the 
vigour of his insighte, whyl the soule is in 
the body, knowe the thmne subtil knitt- 
mges of thmges But wherfore enchaufeth 
ao it so, by so greet love, to finden thilke 
notes of sooth y-covered , that is to seyn, 
wherfore enchaufeth the thoght of man by 
so greet desyr to knowen thilke noiificaams 
that ben y-htd under the covertoures of 
2S, sooth 9 Wot it aught thilke thing that it, 
anguissous, dosireth to knowe? As who 
seith, nay , fw no man travaileth for to 
witen thmges that he toot And therfore 
the texte seith thus but who travaileth to 
20 witen thmges y-knowo ? And yif that he 
ne knoweth hem nat, what seketh thilke 
blmde thoght ? What is he that desireth 
any thing of which he wot light naught? 
As who seith, who so desireth any thing, 
35 nedes, somwhat he knoweth of it , or elles, 
he ne coude nat desire it Or who may 
folwen thmges that ne ben nat y-wist? 
And thogh that he seke tho thmges, wher 
shal he fiude hem ^ What wight, that is 
40 al unconnmge and ignoraunt, may 
knowen the forme that is y-founde ? But 
whan the soule bdioldeth and seeth the 
heye thoght, that is to seyn, god, than 
knoweth it to-gidere the somme and the 
45 smgularitees, that is to seyn, the principles 
and evench by htm-self But now, whyl 
^ the soule is hid in the cloude and in the 
derkenesse of the membres of the body, 
it ne hath nat al for-yeten it-self, but 


it with-holdeth the somme of thmges, 50 
and leseth the smgularitees Thanne, 
who-so that seeketh soothnesse, he ms in 
neither nother habite , for he noot nat al, 
ne he ne hath nat al foryeten but yit 
him remembreth the somme of thmges 55 
that he with-holdeth, and axeth conseil, 
and retreteth deepliche thmges y-seyn 
bifom, that IS to seyn, the grete somme in 
his mtnde so that he mowe adden the 
parties that he hath for-yeten to thilke 60 
that he hath with-holden ’ 

PiiosE IV Turn ilia Vetus, inquit, hec est 

Thanne seide she ‘ this is,’ quod she, 
‘the olde question of the purviaunce of 
god , and Marcus Tullius, whan he de- 
vyded the divynaciouns, that is to seyn, in 
his book that he wroot of divynaciouns, he 5 
moevede grctly this questioun , and thou 
thy-self has y-sought it mochel, and 
outrely, and longe , but yit ne hath it 
nat ben determined ne y-sped fermely 
and diligently of any of yow And the 10 
cause of this derkenesse and of this diffi- 
cultee is, for that the moevinge of tho 
resoun ot mankinde ne may nat moeven 
to {that 18 to seyn, applyen or jomen to) the 
simplicitee of the devjme prescience , the 15 
whirhe simplicitee of the devyne prescience, 
yif that men mighten thmkon it m any 
maner, that u to seyn, that yif men mighten 
thinken and comprehenden the thmges as 
god seeth hem, thanne ne sholde ther 20 
dwellen outrely no doute the whiche 
resoun and cause of diffioultee I shal assaye 
at tho laste to shewe and to speden, 
whan I have first y-spended and answered 
to tho resouns by which thou art y- 25 
mooved For I axe why thou wenest that 
thilke resouns of hem that assoilen this 
questioun ne ben nat speedful y-nough 
ne sufficient the whiche solucwun, or 
the whiche resoun, for that it dcmeth that 30 
the prescience nis nat cause of necessitee 
to thmges to comen, than ne weneth it 
nat that freedom of wil be destorbed or 
y-let by prescience For ne drawestow 
nat arguments from elles-where of the 35 
necessitee of thmges to-comen {as who 
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settU^ my oiher my than thus) bub that 
thilke thinges that the prescience wot 
bifom ne mowen nat unbityde ? That ts 
40 to seyn^ that they moten bityde But 
thanne, yif that prescience ne putteth 
no necessitee to thinges to comen, as 
thou thy-self hast confessed it and bi- 
knowen a litel her-bifom, what cause or 
45 what is it {as who seith^ iher may no cause 
he) by which that the endes voluntarie of 
thinges mighten be constreined to certein 
bitydinge ? For by grace of positioun, so 
that thou mowe the betere understonde 
50 this that folweth, I pose, per tmpossibtle^ 
that ther be no prescience Thanne axe 
I,’ quod she, ‘ in as mochel as apertieneth 
to that, sholden thanne thinges that 
comen of free wil ben constreined to bi- 
P5 tyden by necessitee?’ Boece ‘Nay,’ 
quod I 

‘ Thanne ayeinward,’ quod she, ‘ I sup- 
pose that ther be prescience, but that it 
ne putteth no necessitee to thinges, 
60 thanne trowe I, that thilke selve freedom 
of wil shal dwellen al hool and absolut 
and unbounden. But thou wolt seyn 
that, al-be-it so that prescience nis nat 
cause of the necessitee of bitydinge to 
65 thinges to comen, algates yit it is a signe 
that the thinges ben to bityden by 
necessitee By this manere thanne, al- 
thogh the prescience ne hadde never 
y-ben, yit algate or at the leeste weye it 
70 IS certein thing, that the endes and 
bitydinges of thinges to comen sholden 
ben necessarie For every signe sheweth 
and signifyeth only what the thing is, 
but it ne maketh nat the thing that it 
75 signifyeth For which it bihoveth first 
to shewen, that no-thing ne bitydeth 
that it ne bitydeth by necessitee, so that 
it may appere that the prescience is signe 
of this necessitee , or elles, yif ther nere 
80 no necessitee, certes, thilke prescience 
ne mighte nat be signe of thing that nis 
nat But certes, it is now certein that 
the proeve of this, y-sustened by stidefast 
resoun, ne shal nat ben lad ne proevod 
85 by signes ne by arguments y-taken fro 
with-oute, but by causes covenable and 
necessarie But thou mayst seyn^ how 


may it be that the thinges ne bityden 
nat that ben y-purveyed to comen ? But, 
certes, nght as we trowen that tho 90 
thmges which that the purviance wot 
bifom to comen ne ben nat to bityden , > 

but that ne sholden we nat demen , but 
rather, al thogh that they shal bityden, 
yit ne have they no necessitee of hir 95 
kmde to bityden And this maystow 
lightly aperceiven by this that I shal 
seyn For we seen many thinges whan 
they ben don bifom cure eyen, right as 
men seen the carters worken in the 100 
tommge or atemprmge or adressmge of 
hise cartes or charietes And by this 
manere {as who setth^ maystow understonde) 
of alle othere workmen Is ther thanne 
any necessitee, as who mth, tn oure 105 
loktnge^ that constreineth or compelleth 
any of thilke thinges to ben don so?’ 
Boece ‘ Nay,’ quod I , ‘for in ydel and 
in veyn were al the effect of craft, yif 
that alle thinges weren moeved by con- no 
streininge , ’ that is to seyn, hy constreininge 
of oure eyen or of oure sight 
‘ The thmges thanne,’ quod she, ‘ that, 
whan men doon hem, ne han no neces- 
sitee that men doon hem, eek tho some 115 
thinges, first or they ben doon, they ben 
to comen with-oute necessitee For-why 
ther ben somme thinges to bityden, of 
which the endes and the bitydinges of 
hem ben absolut and quit of aUe neces- 120 
sitee For certes, I ne trowe nat that 
any man wolde seyn this that tho ^ 
thinges that men doon now, that they 
ne weren to bityden first or they weren 
y-doon , and thilke same thmges, al- 125 
thogh that men had y wist hem bifom, 
yit they han free bitydinges For right 
as science of thmges present ne bnngeth 
m no necessitee to thmges that men 
doon, right so the prescience of thmges 130 
to comen ne bnngeth m no necessitee to 
thmges to bityden But thou mayst seyn, 
that of thilke same it is y-douted, as 
whether that of thilke thinges that ne 
han non issues and bitydinges necessanes, 135 
yif ther-of may ben any prescience , for 
certes, they semen to discorden. For 
thou wenest that yif that thmges ben 
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y-seyn bifom, that necessitee folweth 
140 hem , and yif necessitee faileth hem, 
they ne mighten nat ben wist bifom, 
and that no-thmg ne may ben compre- 
^ bended by science but certein , and yif 
tho thinges that ne han no certein bi- 
HS tydinges ben purveyed as certein, it 
sholde ben dirknesse of opinioun, nat 
soothfastnesse of science And thou 
wenest that it be diverse fro the hool- 
nesse of science that any man sholde 
150 deme a thing to ben other-weys thanne 
it IS it-self And the cause of this erroure 
18, that of alle the thinges that every 
wight hath y-knowe, they wenen that 
tho thinges been y-knowe al oonly by the 
155 strengthe and by the nature of the 
thinges that ben y-wist or j-knowe , and 
it IS al the contrarie For al that ever 
IS y-knowe, it is rather comprehended 
and knowen, nat after his strengthe and 
160 his nature, but after the facultee, that 
zs to aeyn, the power and the nature, of hem 
that knowen And, for that this thing 
shal mo wen shewen by a short ensaumple 
the same roundnesse of a body, other- 
165 weys the sighte of the eye knoweth it, 
and other-weyes the touchinge The 
lokmge, by castingo of his bemes, waiteth 
and seeth from afer al the body to gidere, 
with-oute moevinge of it-self, but the 
170 touchinge clyveth and conjoineth to the 
rounde body, and moeveth aboute the 
environinge, and comprehendeth by 
parties the roundnesse And tho man 
him-self, other-weys wit biholdeth him, 
175 and other-weys imaginacioun, and other- 
weys resoun, and other-weys intelligence 
For the wit comprehendeth withoute- 
forth the figure of the body of the man 
that 18 establissed m tho matere subject , 
180 but the imaginacioun comprehendeth 
only the figure withoute the matere 
Resoun surmounteth imaginacioun, and 
comprehendeth by universal lokmge the 
comune speoe that is in the singuler 
185 peces But the eye of intelbgence is 
heyere , for it surmounteth the environ- 
• inge of the universitee, and looketh, over 
that, by pure subtilitee of thoght, thilke 
same simple forme of man that za per^ 


durably tn the diiyne thoght In whiche 190 
this oughte greetly to ben considered, 
that the heyeste strengthe to compre- 
henden thinges enbraseth and contieneth 
the lowere strengthe, but the lowere 
strengthe ne aryseth nat in no manere 195 
to heyere strengthe For wit ne may 
no thing comprehende out of matere, ne 
the imaginacioun ne loketh nat the uni- 
versels speces, ne resoun taketh nat the 
simple forme so aa intelligence taketh it , aoo 
but intelligence, that looketh al aboven, 
whan it hath comprehended the forme, 
it knoweth and demeth alle the thinges 
that ben under that forme But she 
knoweth hem in thilke manere in the 205 
whiche it comprehendeth thilke same 
simple forme that ne may never ben 
knowen to none of that other , that ts to 
aeyn, to none of tho three foraeide thingea 
of the aowle For it knoweth the univer- 210 
sitee of resoun, and the figure of the 
imagmficioun, and the sensible material 
conceived by wzt , ne it ne useth nat nor 
of resoun ne of imaginacioun ne of wit 
withoute-forth , but it biholdeth alle 215 
thinges, so as I shal seye, by a strok of 
thought formely, withoute diacoura or col- 
laczoun Certes resoun, whan it looketh 
any-thing universel, it ne useth nat of 
imaginacioun, nor of witte, and algates 220 
yit it comprehendeth the thinges imagin- 
able and sensible , for resoun is she that 
diffinisseth the universel of hir conseyte 
right thus —man is a resonable two- 
foted beest And how so that this 225 
knowmge is umversel, yet nis ther no 
wight that ne woot wel that a man is 
a thing imaginable and sensible, and 
this same considereth wel resoun, but 
that nis nat by imaginacioun nor by wit, 230 
but it looketh it by a resonable concep- 
cioun Also imaginacioun, al-be-it so that 
it taketh of wit the beginnmges to seen 
and to formen the figures, algates, al- 
thogh that wit ne were nat present, yit 235 
it environeth and comprehendeth alle 
thinges sensible , nat by resoun sensible 
of deminge, but by resoun imagmatif 
Seestow nat thanne that alle the thmges, 
in knowmge, uson more of hir facultee 240 
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or of hrr power than they doon of the 
facultee or power of thinges that hen y 
knowe? Ne that ms nat wrong, for so 
as every jugement is the dede or doinge 
*45 of him that demeth, it bihoveth that 
every wight performe the werk and his 
entencioun, nat of foreine power, but of 
his propre power 


Mftrf IV Qteondam po7 ticus attuht 

The Porche, that is to seyn, a gate of 
the town of Athenes iher-as philosophres 
Jiadden hir congregacioun to desputen, 
thilke Porche broughte som-tyme olde 
5 men, ful derke in hir sentences, that 
iS to seyn, philosophres that highten 
Stotctens, that wenden that images and 
sensibilitees, that is to seyn, sensible iinagin- 
actouns, or elles imaqinactotins of sensible 
TO thinges, weren empreinted in to sowles 
fro bodies withoute-forth , as who seith, 
that thilke Stoiciens wenden that the sowle 
hadde ben naked of it self as a imrour or 
a dene parchemin, so that alle figures 
15 mosUn first comen fro thinges fro withoute- 
forth in-to sovies, and hen empreinted in to 
sowles Text right as we ben wont som- 
tyme, by a swifte pointcl, to ficchen 
lettres empreinted m the smothenesse or 
20 in the pleinnesse of the table of wex or 
in parchemm that ne hath no figure ne 
note in it Close But now argueth 
Boece ayeins that opinioun, and seith thus 
But yif the thryvmge sowle ne un 
25 pleyteth no-thing, that is to seyn, ne doth 
no-thing, by his propre moevinges, but 
guffreth and lyth subgit to tho figures 
and to tho notes of bodies withoute-forth, 
and yildeth images ydel and veyn in the 
30 manere of a mirour, whennes thryveth 
thanne or whennes comth thilke know- 
inge in our sowle, that discerneth and 
biholdeth alle thinges ? And whennes is 
thilke strengthe that biholdeth the smgu- 
35 ler thinges , or whennes is the strengthe 
that devydeth thinges y-knowe, and 
thilke strengthe that gadereth to gidere 
the thinges devyded , and the strengthe 
that cheseth his entrechaunged wey? 


For som-tyme it heveth up the heved, 40 
that IS to seyn, that it heveth up the erden- 
ctoun to right heye thinges , and som-tyme 
it descendeth in-to right lowe thinges 
And whan it retorneth in-to him-self, 
it reproeveth and destroyeth the false 45 
thinges by the trewe thinges Certes, 
this strengthe is cause more efficient, 
and mochel more mighty to seen and to 
knowe thinges, than thilke cause that 
suffreth and receiveth the notes and the 5^ 
figures impressed in maner of matere 
Algates the passioun, that is to seyn, the 
suffraunce or the wtt, in the quike body, 
goth biforn, excitmge and moevinge the 
strengthes of the thought Right so as ^5 
whan that cleemesse sm3rteth the eyen 
and moeveth hem to seen, or right so as 
vois or soun hurteleth to the ores and 
commoeveth hem to herkne, than is the 
strengthe of the thought y-moeved and 60 
excited, and clepeth forth, to semblahle 
moevinges, the speces tbit it halt with- 
inne it-self, and addeth tho speces to 
the notes and to the thinges withoute- 
forth, and medleth the images of thinges 
withoute-foith to tho formes y-hidde 
with inne him self 


Prosf V Quod SI in corporibus sentiendis 

But what yif that in bodies to ben 
feled, that is to seyn, in the takinge of 
knowelechinge of bodily thinges, and al be- 
lt so that the qualitees of bodies, that 
ben objecte fro withoute-forth, moeven 5 
and entalenten the instruments of the 
Wittes , and al-be-it so that the passioun 
of the body, that is to seyn, the wit or the 
suffraunce, goth to-forn the strengthe of 
the workinge corage, the which passioun 10 
or suffraunce clepeth forth the dede of 
the thoght m him self, and moeveth and 
exciteth in this mene whyle the formes 
that resten withmne-forth , and yif that, 
in sensible bodies, os I have soyd, our 15 
corage nis nat y-taught or empreinted 
by passioun to knowe time thinges, but * 
demeth and knoweth, of his owne 
strengthe, the passioun or suffraunce 
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so subject to the body moche more thaune 
tho thinges that ben absolut and quite 
fro alle talents or affecciouns of bodies, 
as god or his aungeles, ne folwen nat m 
disoerning-e tlimges object fro withoute- 
forth, but they accomplisshen and speden 
the dede of hir thoght By this resoun 
thanne ther comen many maner know- 
mges to dyverse and diifonnge sub- 
staunces For the wit of the body, the 
30 whiche wit is naked and despoiled of 
alio other knowinges, tliilke wit comth 
to beestes that ne mo wen nat moeven 
hem-self her and ther, as oyatres and 
miiaciilea, and other amche shelle-fish of 
35 the see, that clyven and ben norisshed 
to roches But the imaginacioun comth 
to remuable beestes, that semen to ban 
talent to fleen or to desiren any thing 
bi But resoun is al-only to the linage of 
40 mankindo, right as intelligenoe is only 
[to] the devjne nature of which it fol- 
weth, that thilke knowinge is more worth 
than thise othre, sin it knoweth by his 
propre nature nat only his subject, as 
45 ivho setth, it ne knoweth nat al only that 
apeHieneth propeily to his knowinge^ but 
it knoweth the subjects of alle other 
knowinges But how shal it thanne be, 
yif that wit and imaginacioun stryven 
50 ayein resonmge, and seyn, that of thilke 
universel thing that resoun weneth to 
seen, that it nis right naught? ior imt 
and imaginacioun seyn that that, thit is 
sensible or imaginable, it ne may nat be 
55 universel Tlianne is either the juge- 
ment of resoun sooth, ne that ther nis 
nothing sensible , or eUes, for that resoun 
wot wel tliat many thinges ben subject 
to wit and to imaginacioun, thanne is 
60 the concepcioun of resoun veyn and false, 
which that loketh and comprehendeth 
that that is sensible and singuler as 
universel And yif that resoun woldo 
answeren ayein to thise two, that is to 
65 seyn, to witte and to imaginacioun, and 
seyn, that soothly she hir-self, that is to 
seyn, resoun, loketh and comprehendeth, 
by resoun of umversahtee, bothe that 
that IS sensible and that that is imagin 


wit and imaginacioun, ne mowen nat 
strecchen ne enhansen hem-self to the 
knowinge of umversahtee, for that the 
knowinge of hem ne may exceden ne 
surmounte the bodily figures certes, of 75 
the knowinge of thinges, men oughten 
rather yeven credence to the more stede- 
fast and to the more parfit jugement 
In this maner stryvinge thanne, we 
that han strengthe of resonmge and of 80 
imagininge and of wit, that is to seyn, 
hy lesoun and by imaginacioun and by wit, 
wo sholde rather preyse the cause of 
resoun , as who seith, than the cause of 
ivit and of imaginacioun 85 

Semblable thing is it, that the resoun 
of mankindo ne weneth nat that the 
devj-ne mtolligenco bi holdeth or know- 
eth thinges to comen, but right as the 
resoun of mankinde knoweth horn For 90 
thou ai guest and seyst thus that yif 
it ne seme nat to men that some thinges 
ban certcin and necessane bitydinges, 
they ne mowen nat hen wist biforn oor- 
teinly to bityden And thanne nis ther 95 
no prescience of thilke thinges , and yif 
wo trowo that prescience be in thise 
thinges, thanne is ther no-thing tliat it 
ne bitydeth bv necessitee But certes, 
yif we mighten han the jugement of the 100 
devyne thoght, as we bon parsoneres of 
resoun, right so as we han domed that 
it heho\eth that imaginacioun and wit 
ho binethe lesoun, right so wolde we 
demen that it wore rightful thing, that 105 
mannes resoun oughte to submitton it- 
self and to bon binethe the divyne 
thoght For which, yif that we mowen, 
as who seith, that, yif that we mmen, 

I counseyle, that wc enhanse us in-to the i 
heighte of thilke soverejn intelligence, 
for ther shal resoun wel seen that, that 
it ne may nat biholden in it-self And 
certes that is this, in what maner the 
prescience of god seeth alle thinges cer- 1 15 
teins and difiinisshed, al-thogh they ne 
han no certein issues or hitydmges, ne 
this is non opimoun, but it is rather the 
simplicitee of tlie sovereyn science, that 
nis nat enclosed nor y shet witlun none 120 
boundes 


70 able , and that thilk© two, that is to seyn 
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Metre V Quam uanu tema animalta 
permeant Jigurts 

The heestes passen by the erthes by ful 
diverse figures For som of hem han hir 
bodies straught and crepen in the dust, 
and drawen after hem a tras or a foruh 
5 y-continued , that tg to seyn, as nadres or 
snakes And other heestes, by the wan- 
dringe lightnesse of hir winges, beten the 
windes, and over-swimmen the spaces of 
the longe eyr by moist fleeinge And other 
lo heestes gladen hem-self to diggen hir tras 
or hir steppes in the erthe with hir goings 
or with hir feet, and to goon either by 
the grene feldes, or elles to walken under 
the wodes And al-be it so that thou 
15 seest that they alle discorden by diverse 
formes, algates hir faces, enchned, hevieth 
hir dulle wittes Only the linage of man 
heveth heyeste his heye heved, and 
stondeth light with his up-right body, 
ao and biholdeth the erthes under him 
And, but-yif thou, erthely man, wexest 
yvel out of thy wit, this figure amonesteth 
thee, that axest the hevene with thy 
righte visage, and hast areysed thy fore- 
25 heved, to beren up a-heigh thy corage , 
so that thy thoght ne be nat y-hevied no 
put lowe under fote, sin that thy body is 
so heye areysed 

Prose VI, Quontam igitur^ utt paullo 
ante 

Therfor thanne, as I have shewed a 
litel her-biforn, that al thing that is 
y-wist nis nat knowen by his nature 
propre, but by the nature of hem that 
5 comprehenden it, lat us loke now, in as 
mochel as it is leveful to us, as who seithy 
lat us loke now as we mowen, which that 
the estat is of the devyne substaunce , so 
that we mowen eek knowen what his 
10 science is The commune jugement of 
alle creatures resonables thanne is this 
that god IS eterne X^at us considere 
thanne what is etemitee , for oertes that 
shal shewen us to-gidere the devyne 
15 nature and the devyne science Eter- 
uitee, thanne, is parfit possessiounandal- 


togidere of lyf interminable , and that 
sheweth more cleerly by the comparisoun 
or the collacioun of temporel thmges. 
For al thing that liveth in tyme it is 
present, and procedeth fro preterits in-to 20 
futures, that ts to seyn, fro tyme passed 
tn-to tyme comtnge , ne ther nis no-thing 
establisshed in tyme that may embracen 
to-gider al the space of his lyf For 
certes, yit ne hath it taken the tyme of 25 
to-morwe, and it hath lost the tyme of 
yisterday And certes, in the lyf of this 
day, ye ne liven no more but right as in 
the moevable and transitorie moment 
Thanne thilke thing that suffreth tern- 30 
porel condicioun, al-thogh that it never 
bigan to be, ne thogh it never cese for to 
be, as Aristotle demed of the world, and 
al-thogh that the lyf of it be strecched 
with mfinitee of tyme, yit algates nis 35 
it no swich thing that men mighten 
trowen by right that it is eteme For 
al thogh that it comprehende and em- 
brace the space of lyf infinit, yit algates 
ne embraceth it nat the space of the lyf 40 
al-togider , for it ne hath nat the futures 
that ne ben nat yit, nett ne hath no lenger 
the preterits that hen y-doon or y passed 
But thilke thing thanne, that hath and 
comprehendeth to-gider al the plentee of 45 
the lyf interminable, to whom ther ne 
faileth naught of the future, and to whom 
ther nis naught of the preterit escaped 
nor y-passed, thilke same is y-witnessed 
and y-proeved by right to be eteme And 50 
it bihoveth by necessitee that thilke 
thing be al-wey present to him-self, and 
compotent , as who setth^ al-wey present to 
htm-self and so mighty that al he right at 
htsplesaunce , and that he have al present 55 
the mfinitee of the moevable tyme 
Wher-for som men trowen wrongfully 
that, whan they heren that it semede to 
Plato that this world ne hadde never 
beginninge of tyme, ne that it never 60 
shal han faihnge, they wenen in this 
maner that this world be maked coeteme 
with his maker , as who seith, they wene 
that this world and god hen maked togider 
eterne^ and that u a wrongful wentnge 65" 
For other thing is it to ben y-lad by lyf 
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interminable, as Plato graunted to the 
world, and other thing is it to embrace 
to-gider al the present of the lyf inter- 
70 mmable, the whiche thing it is deer and 
^ manifest that it is propre to the devyne 
thoght 

Ne it ne sholde nat semen to us, that god 
18 elder thanne thmges that ben y-maked 
75 by quantitee of tyme, but rather by the 
propretee of his simple nature Por this 
like infinit moevinge of temporel thmges 
folweth this presentarie estat of lyf un- 
moevable , and so as it ne may nat 
80 countrefeten it ne feynen it ne be even- 
lyke to it for the inmoevabletee, that w to 
8 eyn^ that u tn the etemttee of god^ it 
faileth and falleth m to moevmge fro the 
simplioitee of the presence of god^ and 
^85 disencreseth in-to the infinit quantitee of 
future and of preterit and so as it ne 
may nat han to-gider al the plentee of 
the lyf, algates yit, for as moche as it ne 
ceseth never foi to ben in som maner, it 
go semeth som-del to ns, that it folweth and 
resembleth thilke thing that it ne may 
nat atayne to ne fulfillen, and bindeth 
it-self to som maner presence of this litel 
and swifte moment the which presence 
95 of this litel and swifte moment^ for that it 
bereth a maner image or lyknesse of the 
ay-dwellinge presence of god, it graunt- 
eth, to swiche maner thmges as itbitydeth 
to, that it semeth hem as thise thmges 
100 han y-ben, and ben 

And, for that the presence of swich litel 
moment ne may nat dwelle, ther-for it 
ravisshed and took the infinit wey of 
tyme, that u to seyn, by successioun , and 
^^5 by this maner is it y-doon, for that it 
sholde continue the lyf m goinge, of the 
whiche lyf it ne mighte nat enbrace the 
plentee in dwellinge And for thy, yif 
we wollen putten worthy names to 
no thmges, and folwen Plato, lat us seye 
thanne soothly, that god is eterne, and 
the world is perpetuel Thanne, sin that 
e very jugement knoweth and comprehend- 
eth by his owne nature thmges that ben 
1 15 subject un-to him, ther is soothly to god, 
al-weys, an eteme and presentarie estat , 
and the science of him, that over-passeth 


al temporel moevement, dwelleth m the 
simplicitee of his presence, and embraceth 
and considereth alle the infinit spaces of 120 
tymes, preterits and futures, and loketh, 
in his simple knowmge, alle thmges of 
preterit right as they weren y-doon pre- 
sently right now Yit thou wolt thanne 
thenken and avyse the prescience, by 125 
which it knoweth alle thmges, thou ne 
shal nat demen it as prescience of thmges 
to comen, but thou shalt demen it more 
rightfully that it is science of presence or 
ot instaunce, that never ne faileth For 130 
which it ms nat y-cleped “ previdence," 
but it sholde rather ben cleped “pur- 
viaunce,” that is establisshed ful fer fro 
nght lowe thmges, and biholdetli from 
a-fer alle thmges, right as it were fro the 13S 
heye heigh te of thmges Why axestow 

thanne, or why desputestow thanne, that 
thilke thmges ben doon by necessitee 
whiche that ben y-seyn and knowen by 
the devyne sighte, sm that, forsothe, men 140 
ne maken nat thilke thmges necessarie 
which that they seen ben y-doon in hir 
sighte ? For addeth thy biholdinge any 
necessitee to thilke thmges that thou 
biholdest presente ? ’ ‘ Nay,’ quod I. 145 

Philosophie ‘ Cortes, thanne, if men 
mighte maken any digne comparisoun or 
collacioun of the presence devyne and of 
the presence of mankinde, right so as ye 
seen some thmges m this temporel pre- 150 
sent, right so seeth god alle thmges by 
his eterne present Wher-fore this de- 
vyne prescience ne chaungeth nat the 
nature ne the propretee of thmges, but 
biholdeth swiche thmges present to him- 155 
ward as they shullen bityde to yow-vard 
m tyme to comen. Ne it confoundeth 
nat the jugement of thmges , but by o 
sighte of his thought, he knoweth the 
thmges to comen, as wel necessarie as nat 160 
necessarie Hight so as whan ye seen 
to-gider a man walken on the erthe and 
the sonne arysen in the hevene, al-be-it so 
that ye seen and biholden that oon and 
that other to-gider, yit natheles ye demen 165 
and discemen that that oon is voluntane 
and that other neoessarie. Eight so 
thanne the devyne lookmge, biholdinge 
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alle thinges iiiider him, ne troubleth nat 
170 the qualitee of thinges that ben certeinly 
present to him-ward , but, as to the con- 
dicioun of tyme, forsothe, they ben 
future For which it folweth, that this 
nis noon opinioun, but rather a stedefast 
175 knowinge, y strengthed by sooth n esse, 
that, whanne that god knoweth anything 
to be, he ne unwot nat that thilke thing 
wanteth necessitee to be , thi» ts to seyn, 
that, whan that god knoweth any thing to 
180 httyde, he uot wel that it ne hath no neces 
sitee to bityde. And yif thou seyst heer, 
that thilke thing that god seeth to 
bityde, it ne may nat unbityde {as who 
setfh, tt mot hityde), and thilke thing that 
185 ne may nat unbityde it mot bityde by 
necessitee, and that thou streyne me by 
this name of necessitee certes, I wol wel 
confessen and biknowe a thing of ful sad 
trouthe, but unnethe shal ther any wight 
190 mowe seen it or come ther-to, but yif that 
he be biholder of the deyjne thoght For 
I wol answeren thee thus that thilke 
thmg that is future, whan it is referred 
to the devjme knowinge, thanne is it 
195 necessane , but certes, whan it is under- 
stonden in his owne kinde, men seen 
it is outrely free, and absolut fro alle 
necesmtee 

For certes, ther ben two maneres of 
too necessitee That oon necessitee is simple, 
as thus that it bihoveth by necessitee, 
that alle men be mortal or deedly 
Another necessitee is condition el, as thus 
yif thou west that a man walketh, it 
205 bihoveth by necessitee that he walke 
Thilke thing thanne that any wight hath 
y-knowe to be, it ne may ben non other 
weyes thanne he knoweth it to be But 
this condicioun ne draweth nat with hir 
210 thilke necessitee simple For certes, this 
necessitee conditionel, the propre nature 
of it ne maketh it nat, but the adjeccioun 
of the condicioun maketh it For no nc- 
ceesitee ne constreyneth a man to gon, 
215 that goth by his propre wil, albe-it so 
that, whan he goth, that it is necessario 
that he goth Bight on this same maner 
thanne, yif that the purviaunce of god 
seflfih any thing present, than mot thilke 


thing ben by necessitee, al-thogh that it 220 
ne have no necessitee of his owne nature 
But certes, the futures that bityden by free- 
dom of arbitre, god seeth hem alle to-gider 
present Thise thinges thanne, yif they 
ben referred to the devyne sighte, thanne 225 
ben they makod necessane by the con- 
dicioun of the devyne knowinge But 
certes, yif thilke thinges be considered by 
hem self, they ben absolut of necessitee, 
and ne forleten nat ne cesen nat of the 230 
liberteo of hir owne nature Thanne, 
certes, with-oute doute, alle the thinges 
shollen ben doon which that god wot 
biforn that they ben to comen But som 
of hem comen and bityden of free arbitre 235 
or of free mile, that, al-be-it so that they 
bityden, yit algates ne lese they nat hir 
propre nature in beinge, by the which 
first, or that they weren y doon, they 
hadden power nat to han bitid ’ Boece 240 
‘What 18 this to soyn thanne,^ quod I, 
‘that thinges ne bon nat necessane by hir 
propre nature, so as they comen in alle 
maneres in the lyknesse of necessitee by 
the condicioun of the devyne science V 245 
‘ This IS the difference,’ quod she , ‘ that 
tho thinges that I purposede thee a htel 
heer biforn, that is to seyn, the sonne 
arysinge and the man walkings, that, 
ther-whyles that thilke thinges been y- 250 
doon, they ne mighte nat ben undoon , 
natheles, that oon of hem, or it was 
y doon, it bihoved by necessitee that it 
was y-doon, but nat that other Right so 
u it here, that the thinges that god hath 255 
present, with-oute doute they shollen 
been. But som of hem descendeth of the 
nature of thmges, as the sonne arysinqe , 
and som descendeth of the power of the 
doeres, as the man walkings Thanne 260 
seide I no wrong, that yif these thinges 
ben referred to the devyne knowinge, 
thanne ben they necessane , and yif they 
ben considered by hem-self, thanne ben 
they absolut fro the bond of necessitee 265 
Right so as alle thinges that apereth or 
sheweth to the wittes, yif thou referre it 
to resoun, it is umversel, and yif thou 
referre it or loke it to it-self, than is it 
gmguler But now, yif thou seyst thus, 270 
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that yif it be in my power to channge my 
purpos, than shal I voide the purviaunce 
of god, whan that, peraventnre, I shal 
han chaunged the thinges that he know- 
iy5 eth biforn, thanne shal I answere thee 
thus Certes, thou mayst wel chaunge 
thy purpos , but, for as mochel as the 
present soothnesse of the devyne jiiir- 
viaunce biholdeth that thou mayst 
z8o chaunge thy purpos, and whether thou 
wolt chaunge it or no, and whiderward 
that thou torne it, thou ne mayst nat 
eschuen the devyne prescience , right as 
thou ne mayst nat fleen the sighte of the 
185 prescnte eye, al-though that thou tome 
thy-self by thy free wil in to dyverse 
acciouns But thou mayst seyn ayein 
“ How shal it thanne he ? Shal nat the 
devyne science be chaunged by my dis- 
I90 posicioun, whan that I wol o thing now, 
and now another ? And thilke prescience, 
ne semethit nat to entrechaunge stoundes 
of knowinge , ” ’ as who seith, ne shal %i nat 
seme to us, that the devyne prescience entre- 
chaungeth hise dyverse stoundes of know- 
tnge, so that it knows sum tyine 0 thing and 
sum-tyme the contrane of that thing 9 
‘ No, forsothe,’ quod I 
Philoaophie ‘For the devyne sighte 
|o(j renneth to-fom and seeth alle futures, 
and clepeth hem ayein, and retorneth 
hem to the presence of his propre know- 
inge , ne he ne entrechaungeth nat, so as 
thou wenest, the stoundes of forknow- 
105 inge, as now this, now that , but he ay- 
dwelhnge comth bifoin, and embraceth 
at o strook alle thy mutaciouns And this 
presence to comprehenden and to seen 
alle thinges, god no hath nat taken it of 
}io the bitydinge of thinges to come, butofhis 


propre simplicitee And her-by is assoiled 
thilke thing that thou puttest a htel 
her-hiforn, that is to seyn, that it is un- 
worthy thing to seyn, that our futures 
yeven cause of the science of god For 313 
certes, this strengthe of the devyne 
science, which that embraceth alle 
thinges by his presontarie knowinge, 
establissheth maner to alle thinges, and 
it ne owcth naught to latter thinges , and 32a 
sm that these thinges ben thus, that is to 
seyn, sin that necessitee nis nat in thinges hy 
the devyne prescience, than is ther freedom 
of arbitre, that dwelleth hool and un- 
wemmed to mortal men Ne the lawes ne 325 
purposen nat wikkedly medes and peynes 
to the willinges of men that ben un- 
bounden and quite of alle necessitee And 
god, hiholder and for-witer of alle thinges, 
dwelleth above , and the present eternitee 330 
of his sighte renneth alwey with the 
dyverse qualitee of oure dedes, dispens- 
inge and ordeyninge medes to goode men, 
and torments to wikked men, Ne in ydel 
ne in veyn ne ben ther nat put in god 335 
hope and preyeres, that ne mowen nat 
ben unspeedful ne with-oute effect, whan 
they ben rightful Withstond thanne 
and eschue thou vyces , worshipe and love 
thou virtues , areys thy corage to right- 340 
ful hopes , yilde thou humble preyeres 
a heigh Gret necessitee of prowesse 
and vortu is cncharged and commaunded 
to yow, yif ye nil nat dissimulen , sin 
that ye worken and doon, that is to seyn, 345 
your dedes or your workes, biforn the eyen 
of the juge that seeth and demeth alle 
thinges ’ To whom he gloiye and worships 
hy infinit tymes Ahen 



TROILUS AND CRISEYDE 
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1 The double sorwe of Troilus to tellen, 
That was the king Pnamus sone of 

Troye, 

In lovinge, how his aventiires fellen 
Fro wo to wele, and after out of joye, 

My purpos IS, er that I parte fro ye 5 
Thesiphone, thou help me for t’endyte 
Thise woful vers, that wepen as I wryte ’ 

2 To thee clepe I, thou goddesse of tor- 

ment. 

Thou cruel Fune, sorwing ever in peyne , 
Help me, that am the sorwful instrument 
That helpeth lovers, as I can, to pleyne ’ 
For wel sit it, the sothe for to seyne, 12 
A woful wight to han a drery fere. 

And, to a sorwful tale, a sory chere 

8 For I, that god of Loves servaunts serve, 
Ne dar to Love, for mvn unlyklinesse, 16 
Preyen for speed, al sholde I therfor 
sterve. 

So fer am I fro his help in derknosse , 
But nathelees, if this may doon gladnesse 
To any lover, and his cause avayle, 20 
Have he my thank, and myn be this tra- 
vayle ’ 

A But ye loveres, that bathen in glad- 
nesse. 

If any drope of pitee in yow be, 
Bemembreth yow on passed hevmesse 
That ye han felt, and on the adversitee 25 
Of othere folk, and thenketh how that ye 
Han felt that Love dorste yow displese , 
Or ye han wonne him with to greet an ese 


5 And preyeth for hem that ben in the cas 

Of Troilus, as ye may after here, 30 

That love hem brmge in hevene to solas, 
And eek for me preyeth to god so dere, 
That I have might to shewe, in som 

manere, 

Swich peyne and wo as Loves folk endure. 
In Troilus unsely aventure, 35 

6 And biddeth eek for hem that been 

despeyred 

in love, that never nil recovered be, 

And eek for hem that falsly been apeyred 
Thorugh wikked tonges, be it he or she , 
Thus biddeth god, for his benignitee, 40 
To graunte hem sone out of this world to 
pace. 

That been despeyred out of Loves grace 

7 And biddeth eek for hem that been at 

ese, 

That god hem graunte ay good perseve- 
raunce. 

And sende hem might hir ladies so to 
plese, 45 

That it to Love be worship and plesaunce 
For so hope I my soule best avaunce. 

To preye for hem that Loves servaunts be, 
And wryte hir wo, and live in charitee 

8 And for to have of hem compassioun 50 
As though I were hir owene brother dere 
Now herkeneth with a gode entencioun. 
For now wol I gon straight to my matere, 
In whiche ye may the double sorwes here 
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Of Troilus, in loving of Cnseyde, 

And how that she forsook him er she 
deyde 

9 It is wel wist, how that the Grekes 

stronge 

In armes with a thousand shippes wente 
To Troye-wardes, and the citee longe 
Assegeden neigh ten yeerertheystente, 60 
And, in diverse wyse and oon entente. 
The ravisshing to wreken of Eleyne, 

By Pans doon, they wroughten al hir 
peyne 

10 Now ill it so, that in the toun ther was 
Dwelhnge a lord of greet auctoritee, 65 
A gret dovyn that cleped was Calkas, 
That in science so expert was, that he 
Knew wel that Troye sholde destroyed be, 
By answore of his god, that highte thus, 
Daun Phebus or Apollo Delphicus 70 

11 So whan this Calkas knew by calcu- 
hnge, 

And eek by answere of this AppoUo, 

That Grekes sholden swich a peple bringe, 
Thorugh which that Troye moste been 
for-do, 

He caste anoon out of the toun to go , yff, 
For wel wiste he, by soit, that Troye 
sholde 

Destroyed been, ye, wolde who-so nolde 

12 For which, for to departen softely 

Took purpos ful this forknowinge wyse, 
And to the Grekes ost ful prively 80 

He stal anoon , and they, in curteys wvse. 
Him deden bothe worship and servyse, 
In trust that he hath conning hem to rede 
In every peril which that is to drede 

16 The noyse up roos, whan it was first 
aspyed, 85 

Thorugh al the toun, and generally was 
spoken. 

That Calkas traytor fled was, and allyed 
With hem of Grece , and casten to ben 
wroken 

On him that falsly hadde his feith so 
broken , 

And seyden, he and al his kin at ones 90 
Ben worthy for to brennen, fel and bones. 


14 Now hadde Calkas left, in this mes- 
chaunce, 

Al unwist of this false and wikked dede, 
His doughter, which that was in gret 
penaunce, 

For of hir lyf she was ful sore in drede, 95 
As she that niste what was best to rede , 
For bothe a widowe was she, and allone 
Of any freend, to whom she dorste hir 
mone 

15 Cnseyde was this lady name a-right , 
As to my dome, in al Troyes citee 100 
Nas noon so fair, for passing every wight 
So aungellyk was hir natyf beautee, 

Tliat h k a thing inmortal semed she, 

As doth an hevenish parfit creature, 

That doun were sent in scorning of 

nature 105 

16 This lady, which that al-day herde at 
ere 

Hir fadres shame, his falsnesse and 
tresoun, 

Wel nigh out of hir wit for sorwe and fere 
In widowes habit large of samit broun. 
On knees she fil biforn Ector a-doun , 1 10 
With pitous voys, and tendrely wepinge. 
His mercy bad, hir-selven excusmge 

17 Now was this Ector pitous of nature. 

And saw that she 'was sorwiully bigoon, 
And that she was so fair a creature , 1 15 

Of his goodnesse he gladed hir anoon. 
And seyde, ‘ lat your ladres treson goon 
Forth with mischaunce, and ye your-self, 

in joye, 

Dwelleth w ith us, whyl you good list, in 
Troye 

18 And al th’onour that men may doon 

yow have, lao 

As ferforth as your fader dwelled here 
Ye shul han,and your body shal men save. 
As fer as I may ought enquere or here ’ 
And she him thonked with ful humble 
chore. 

And ofter wolde, and it hadde ben his 
wille, 125 

And took hir leve, and hoom, and held 
hir stille 
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19 And in hir hous she abood with swich 
meynee 

As to hir honour nede was to holde , 

And whyl she was dwellinge in that citee, 
Kepte hir estat, and bothe of yonge and 
olde 130 

Ful wel beloved, and wel men of hir tolde 
But whether that she children hadde or 
noon, 

I rede it nought , therfore I lete it goon 

20 The thinges fellen, as they doon of 
werre, 

Bitwixen hem of Troje and Grekes 
ofte , 133 

For som day boughten they of Troye it 
derre, 

And eft the Grekes founden no thing softe 
The folk of Troj^’e , and thus fortune on- 
lofte. 

And under eft, gan hem to wheelen bothe 
After hir cours, ay whyl they were wrotlie 

21 But how this toun com to destruc- 

cioun 14 1 

Ne falleth nought to purpos me to telle , 
For it were here a long disgressioun 
Fro my matere, and yow to longe dwelle 
But the Troyane gestes, as they felle, 145 
In Omer, or in Dares, or in Dyte, 

Who-so that can, may rede hem as they 
wryte 

22 But though that Grekes hem of Troye 
shetten. 

And hir citee bisegede al a-boute, 

Hir olde usage wolde they not letten, 130 
As for to honoure hir goddes ful devoute , 
But aldermost in honour, out of doiite, 
They hadde a relik hight Palladion, 

That was hir trist a-boven everichon 

23 And so bifel, whan comen was the 

tyme 135 

Of Aperil, whan clothed is the mede 
With newe grene, of lusty Yer the pryme. 
And swote smellen floures whyte and rede, 
In sondry wyses shewed, as I rede, 

The folk of Troye hir observaunces olde, 
Palladiones feste for to holde 161 

24 And to the temple, in al hir beste wyse. 
In general, ther wente many a wight, 


To herknen of Palladion the servyse , 
And namely, so many a lusty knight, 165 
So many a lady fresh and mayden bright, 
Ful wel arayed, bothe moste and leste, 
Ye, bothe for the seson and the feste 

26 Among thise othere folk was Criseyda, 
In widewes habite blak , but nathelees. 
Eight as our firste lettre is now an A, 171 
In beautee first so stood she, makelees , 
Hir godly looking gladede al the prees 
Nas never seyn thing to ben preysed derre. 
Nor under cloude blak so bright a sterre 

26 As was Criseyde, as folk seyde everich- 

oon 176 

That hir bihelden in hir blake wede , 
And yet she stood ful lowe and stille 
alloon, 

Bihinden othere folk, in litel brode, 

And neigh the dore, ay under shames 
drede, 180 

Simple of a-tyr, and debonaire of chere. 
With ful assured loking and manere 

27 This Troilus, as he was wont to gyde 
His yonge knightes, ladde hem up and 

doun 

In thilke large temple on every syde, 185 
Bihoklmg ay the ladyes of the toun. 

Now here, now there, for no devocioun 
Hadde he to noon, to reven him his reste. 
But gan to preyse and lakken whom him 
leste 

28 And in his walk ful fast he gan to 

wayten 190 

If knight or squyer of his companye 
Gan for to syke, or lete his eyen bayten 
On any woman that he coude aspye , 

He wolde smyle, and holden it folye, 

And seye him thus, ‘ god wot, she slepeth 
softe 193 

For love of thee, whan thou tornest ful 
ofte ’ 

29 ‘ I have herd told, pardieux, of your 
livinge. 

Ye lovers, and your lewede observaunces, 
And which a labour folk han in winninge 
Of love, and, in the keping, which dou- 
taunoes , aoo 




Book I ] 




209 


And whan your preye is lost, wo and 
penaunces , 

0 verrey foies ' nyco and blinde be ye , 
Ther nis not oon can war by other be ’ 

30 And with that word he gan cast up 
the browe, 

Ascaunces, ‘ lo ’ is this nought wysly 
spoken ? ’ 205 

At which the god of love gan loken rowe 
Right tor despyt, and shoop for to ben 
wroken , 

He kidde anoon his bowo nas not broken , 
For sodoynly he hit him at the fullo , 
And yet as proud a pekok can he pulle 210 

31 O blinde world, 0 blinde entoncioun ' 
How ofte falkth al th’clloct contraire 

Of siirquidryo and foul presumpcioun , 
For caught is proud, and caught is de- 
bonaire 

This Troilus is clomben on the stairo, 21^ 
And litel weneth that he moot dcsccnden 
But al day fayleth thing that foies 
wtnden 

32 As proudo Bayard ginneth for to 
skippe 

Out of the wey, so piiketh him his corn, 
Til he a lash haye of the longe whippe, 220 
Than thenketh he, * though I praunce al 
biforn 

First in the trays, ful fat and neve shorn, 
Yet am I but an hors, nnd horse s 1 iwo 

1 moot endure, and with my leres diawc ’ 

S 3 So ferde it by this fers and proude 
knight , 22 s 

Though he a worthy kinges sone were. 
And wende no-thing hadde had swiclie 
might 

Ayens his wil that sholde his herte store. 
Yet with a look his herte wex a-fere, 

That he, that now was most in prydo 
above, 2^0 

Wex sodeynly most subget un-to love 

84 For-thy ensample taketh of this man, 
Ye wyse, proude, and worthy folkes alle, 
To soornen Love, which that so sone can 
The freedom of your hertes to him thralle, 
For ever it was, and ever it shal bifalle, 


That Love is he that alle thing maty 
I biride , 

For may no man for-do the la we of kinde 

35 That this be sootli, hath proved and 

doth yit , 239 

For this trowe I ye knowen, alle or some. 
Men reden not that folk han gxetter wit 
Than they that han be most with love 
y-nome , 

And strengestfolk ben therwith overcome. 
The worthiest and grettest of degree , 244 
This was, and is, and yet men shol it see 

36 And trewelich it sit wel to be so , 
Foralderwysest han ther-with ben plesed , 
And they that han ben aldermost in wo, 
With love han been contorted most and 

csed , 249 

And ofte it hath the cruel herte apesed. 
And worthy folk maad worthier of name, 
And causeth most to dreden vyce and 
shame 

37 How sith it maj not goodly be with- 
stonde, 

And is a thing so vertuous in kinde, 
Reluseth not to Love foi to be bonde, 255 
Sm, as him sehen list, he mayyowbmde 
The jerde is bet that bowen wole and 
winde 

Than that that brest , and therfor I y ow 
rede 

To folwen him that so wel can yow lede 

38 But for to tellen forth in special 260 
As of this kinges sone of which I tolde. 
And leten other thing collateral. 

Of him thenke I my tale for to holde, 
Bothe of his joye, and of his cares colde , 
And al his werk, as touching this matere, 
Foi I it gan, I wil ther to refere 206 

39 With-mne the temple he wente him 
forth pleymge. 

This Troilus, of every wight aboute. 

On this lady and now on that lokinge, 
Wher-so she were of toune, or of with- 
oute 270 

And up-on cas bifel, that thorugh a route 
His eye perced, and so depe it wente, 

Til on Criseyde it smoot, and ther it 
stente 
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40 And sodoynly he wex ther-with 
astoned, 

And gan hire bet biholde in thrifty wyse 
‘ O mercy, god ’ ’ thoughte be, ‘ wber 
bastow woned, 276 

That art so fair and goodly to de\'yse ? ’ 
Ther-witb bis berte gan to sprede and 
ryse, 

And softe sighed, lest men mighte him 
hero. 

And cangbte a-yein bis flrste pleyingo 
cbere 280 

41 She nas not with the leste of bir 
stature. 

But alle bir limes so wel answeringe 
Weren to womanhode, that creature 
Was never lasse mannish in seminge 284 
And eek the pure wyse of here meninge 
Sbewede wel, that men might in hir gesse 
Honour, estat, and wommanly noblesse 

42 To Troilus right wonder wel with-allo 
Gan for to Ijke hir menmg and hir 

cbere. 

Which somdel deynous was, for she leet 
falle 290 

Hit look a lite a-side, in swich manere, 
Ascaunces, ‘ what ♦ may I not stonden 
here ?’ 

And afber that hir lokmg gan she lighte. 
That never thoughte him seen so good 
a sighte 

43 And of hir look in him ther gan to 

quiken 395 

So greet desir, and swirh alfeccioun, 

That in his hertes botme gan to stiken 
Of hir his fixe and depe impressioun 
And though he erst hadde poured up 
and doun, 399 

He was tho glad his homes in to shrinke , 
Uxmethes wiste he how to loke or winke 

44. Lo, he that leet him-selven so kon- 
nmge. 

And scorned hem that loves peynes dryen, 
Was ful unwar that love hadde his 
dweUinge 

With-mne the subtile stremes of hir ySn , 
That sodeynly him thoughte he felte 
dyen, 306 


Eight with hir look, the spirit in his 
herte, 

Blessed be love, that thus can folk con- 
verte ’ 

45 She, this in blak, lykinge to Troilus, 
0\er alle thing he stood for to biholde , 
Ne his desir, ne wherfor he stood thus. 
He neither chere made, no worde tolde , 
But from a-fer, his manor for to liolde. 
On other thing his looksom tyme he caste, 
And eft on hir, whyl that servyse laste 315 

46 And after this, not fulliche al a- 
whaped. 

Out of the temple al esiliche he wente, 
Eepentmge him that he hadde ever y- 
japed 

Of loves folk, lest fully the descente 
Of scorn fille on him-self , but, what he 
mente, 320 

Lest it wore wist on any maner syde. 

His wo he gan dissimulen and hyde 

47 Wlian he was fro the temple thus 
departed. 

He streyght anoon un-to his paleys tometh. 
Eight with hir look thurgh-shoten and 
thurgh-darted, 325 

Al feyneth he in lust that he sojometh , 
And al his chore and speche also he 
bometh , 

And ay, of loves servants every whyle, 
Him-self to wrye, at hem he gan to smyle. 

48 And seyde, ‘ lord, so ye live al in lest. 
Ye loveres ’ for tho conningest of yow, 331 
That serveth most ententiflich and best. 
Him tit as often harm ther-of as prow , 
Your hyre is quit ayein, ye, god wot how ’ 
Nought wel for wel, but scorn for good 

servyse , 335 

In feith, your ordre is mled in good wyse ’ 

49 In noun certeyn ben alle your ob- 
sorvaunces, 

But it a sely fewe poyntes be , 

Ne no-thmg asketh so grete attendaunces 
As doth your lay, and that knowe alle ye , 
But that IS not the worste, as mote I thee , 
But, tolde I yow the worste poynt, I leve, 
Al seyde I sooth, ye wolden at me greve I 
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60 But tak this, that ye loveres ofte 
eschuwe, 

Or elles doon of good entencioun, 345 
Ful otte thy lady wole it misconstrue, 
And deme it harm in hir opinioun , 

And yet if she, for other enchesoun. 

Be wrooth, than shalt thou han a groyn 
anoon 

Lord ’ wel is him that may he of yow oon ♦ ’ 

61 But for al this, whan that he say his 
tyme, 

He hold his pees, non other bote him 
gayned , 

For love bigan his fetheres so to lyme. 
That wel unnethe un-to his folk he feyned 
That othere besye nedes him deatrayned , 
For wo was him, that what to doon he 
niste, 356 

But bad his folk to goon wher that hem 
liste 

62 And whan that he in chaumbre was 
allone. 

He doun up-on his beddes feet him sette. 
And first he gan to syke, and eft to 
grone, 360 

And thoughte ay on hir so, with-outen 
lette, 

That, as he sat and wook, his spirit metto 
That he hir saw a temple, and al the wyse 
Right of hir loke, and gan it newe avj se 

63 Thus gan he make a mirour of his 

minde, 365 

In which he saugh al hoolly hir figure , 
And that he wel coude m his herte finde, 
It was to him a right good aventure 
To love swich oon, and if he dide his cure 
To serven hir, yet mighte ho faUe in 
grace, 370 

Or elles, for oon of hir servaunts pace 

54 Imagininge that travaille nor grame 
Ne mighte, for so goodly oon, be lorn 
As she, ne him for his desir ne shame, 

Al were it wist, but in prys and up-bom 
Of alle lovers wel more than bifom , 376 
Thus argumented he in his ginninge, 

Ful unavysed of his wo cominge 

66 Thus took he purpos loves craft to 
suwe, 

And thoughte he wolde werken prively, 


First, to hyden his desir in muwe 381 

From every wight y bom, al-outrely. 

But he mighte ought recovered be therby , 
Remembnng him, that love to wyde y- 
blowe 

Yelt bittre fruyt, though swete seed be 
sowe 385 

56 And over al this, yet muchel more he 
thoughte 

What for to speke, and what to holden 
inne. 

And what to arten hir to love he soughte. 
And on a song anoon-right to biginne, 389 
And gan loude on his sorwe for to winne , 
For with good hope he gan fully assente 
Criseyde for to love, and nought repente 

67 And of his song nought only the 
sentence. 

As writ myn autour called LoUius, 

But pleynly, save our tonges difference, 

I dar wel sayn, in al that Troilus 396 
Seyde in his song , lo ’ every word right 
thus 

As I shal seyn , and who-so list it here, 
Lo ’ next this vers, he may it finden here 

Cantus Troili 

58 ‘ If no love is, O god, what fele I so ? 
And if love is, what thing and whiche 
IS he ? 401 

If love be good, from whennes comth my 
wo ? 

If it be wikke, a wonder thmketh me, 
When every torment and adversitee 
That cometh of him, may to me savory 
thinke , 405 

For ay thurst I, the more that I it drinke 

69 And if that at myn owene lust I 
brenne. 

Fro whennes comoth my wailing and my 
pleynte ? 

If harme agree me, wher-to pleyne I 
thenne ? 

I noot, ne why unweiy that I feynte 410 
O quiko deeth, o swete harm so queynte, 
How may of thee in me swich quantitee, 
But-if that I consente that it be ? 

60 And if that I consente, I wrongfully 
Compleyne, y-wis , thus possed toandfro, 
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A1 stereleea with-mne a boot am I 416 
A-mid the see, by-twixen windes two, 
That m contrane stonden ever-mo 
Allas ’ what is this wonder maladye ? 4 19 
For hete of cold, for cold of liete, I dye ’ 

61 And to the god of love thus seyde he 
With pitous voys, ‘ O lord, now youres is 
My spirit, which that oughte youres be 
Yow thanke I, lord, that han me brought 

to this , 

But whether goddesse or womman, y-wis. 
She be, I noot, which that ye do me 
serve , 426 

But as hir man I wole ay live and sterve 

62 Ye stonden in hire eyen mightily. 

As in a place un to your vertu digne , 
Wherforo, lord, if my servjso or I 430 

May lyke yow, so beth to me benigne , 

For myn estat royal here I resigne 
In-to hir bond, and with ful humble chere 
Bicome hir man, as to my lady dere ’ 434 

63 In him ne doyned sparen blood royal 
The fyr of love, wher-fro god me blesse, 
Ne him forbar in no degree, for al 

His vertu or his excellent prowesse , 

But held him as his thral lowe in distresse, 
And brende him so in sondry wyse ay 
newe, 440 

That sixty tyme a day he loste his hewe 

64 So muche, day by day, his owene 
thought. 

For lust to hir, gan quiken and encrese. 
That every other charge he sette at nought , 
For-thy ful ofte, his hote fyr to cese, 445 
To seen hir goodly look he gan to prese , 
For ther-by to ben esed wel ho wende. 

And ay the neer he was, the more ho 
brende 

65 For ay the neer the fyr, the hotter is. 

This, trowe I, knoweth al this companye 
But were he fer or neer, I dar sey o this. 
By night or day, for wysdom or folye, 4^:2 
His herte, which that is his brestes yb, 
Was ay on hir, that fairer was to sene 
Than ever was Eleyne or Polixene 4 <5:5 

66 Eek of the day ther passed nought an 
houre 

That to him-self a thousand tyme he seyde. 


‘ Good goodly, to whom serve I and la- 
bours, 458 

As I best can, now wolde god, Criseyde, 
Ye wolden on me rewe er that I deyde ' 
My dere herte, alias ’ myn hele and hewe 
And lyf is lost, but ye wole on me rewe ’ 

67 Alle others dredes weren from him 
fledde, 

Botho of th’assege and his savacioun , 

Ne in him desyr noon othere fownes 
bredde 465 

But arguments to this conclusioun. 

That she on him wolde han compassioun, 
And he to be hir man, whyl he may dure , 
Lo, here his lyf, and from the deeth his 
cure ’ 469 

68 The sharpe shoures felle of armes preve. 
That Ector or his othere bretheren diden, 
Ne made him only ther-fore ones meve , 
And yet was he, wher»so men wente or 

nden, 

Founde oon the best, and longest tyme 
abiden 474 

Ther peril was, and dide eek such travayle 
In armes, that to thenke it was mervayle 

69 But for non hate he to the Grekes 
hadde, 

Ne also foi the rescous of the toun, 

Ne made him thus in armes for to madde. 
But only, lo, for this conclusioun, 480 
To lyken hir the bet for his renoun , 

Fro day to day in armes so he spedde. 
That alle the Grekes as the deeth him 
drodde 

70 And fro this foith tho refte him lo\e 
his sleei), 

4 .nd made his mete his foo , and eek his 
sorwe 4S5 

Gan multiplye, that, who-so toke keep, 

It shewed in his hewe, bothe eve and 
morwo , 

Therfor a title ho gan him for to borwe 
Of other syknesse, lest of him men wende 
That the hote fyr of love him brende 490 

71 And seyde, he hadde a fever and ferde 
amis , 

But how it was, certayn, can I not seye, 
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If that his lady understood not this, 

Or feyned hir she niste, oon of the tweye , 
But wel I rede that, by no maner weye, 
Ne semod it [as] that she of him rough te. 
Nor of his peyne, or what-so-ever he 
thoughte 

72 But than fel to this Tro’vlus such wo, 
That he was wcl neigh wood , for ay his 

drede 4gg 

Was tins, that she som wight had loved so, 
That never of him she wolde have taken 
hede , 

For whiche him thoughte he fclte his 
herte bledo 

Ne of his wo ne dorste he not biginne 
To tellen it, for al this world to winne 

73 But whanne ho haclde a siiat e fro his 

care, e;o5 

Thus to him-self ful ofte he gan to pleyne , 
He sayde, ‘ 0 fool, now art thou in the 
snare. 

That whilom japedest at loves pe>ne , 
Now artow hent, now gnaw thyn owene 
cheyne , 

Thou were ay wont echo lovere reprehende 
Of thing fro which thou canst thee nat 
defende 51 1 

74 What wole now every lover seyn of 
thee. 

If this be wi&t, but c\cr in thyn absence 
Laughen in scoin, and seyn, “ lo, thei 
gooth he, 

That is the man of so grot sapience, 'jis 
That held us lover cs host in reverence ’ 
Now, thonked be god, he may goon in the 
daunce 

Of hem that Love list febly for to avaunce ’ 

76 But, O thou woful Troilus, god wolde. 
Sin thow most loveii thurgh thy destmee. 
That thow beset w ere on swich oon that 
sholde 521 

Knowe al thy wo, al lakkede hir pitee 
But al so cold in love, towardes thee, 

Thy lady is, as frost in winter mone, 524 
And thou fordoon, as snow in fyr is sone ” 

76 God wolde I were aryved in the port 
Of deeth, to which my sorwe wil me lede ’ 


A, lord, to me it were a greet comfort , 
Then were I quit of languisshing in drede 
For by myn hidde sorwe y-blowe on brede 
I shal bi-japed been a thousand tyme 531 
More than that fool of whos folye men 
ryme 

j 77 But now help god, and ye, swete, for 
whom 

I pleyne, y-cauglit, ye, never wight so 
faste ’ 1^34 

O mercy, dero herte, and help me from 
The deeth, for I, whyl that my IjT may 
laste. 

More tlian my-self 'wol lo\e yow to my 
laste 

And with som freendly look gladeth me, 
swete, 

Tliough nevermore thing ye me bi-hete^’ 

78 This wordes and ful manye an-other to 
He spak, and called ever m his com- 

pleynte 541 

Hir name, for to tellen hii his wo, 

Til neigh that he m salte teres droynte 
Al was for nought, she herde nought his 
pleynto , 

And whin that he bi thoughte on that 
^hlye, 545 

A thousand fold his wo gan multiplye 

79 Bi vayling in his chambre thusallone, 
A f reend of his, that called was Pandore, 
Com ones in unwar, and heide him grone, 
And sey his freend in swich distresse and 

care S'jo 

‘Allas’’ quod he, ‘who causeth al this 
fare ? 

0 mercy, god ’ what unhap may this 
mene? 

Han now thus sone Grekes maad yow 
lene’ 

80 Or hastow som remors of conscience. 
And art now falle m som devocioun, 5^5 
And waylest for thy smne and thyn 

offence, 

And hast for ferde caught attricioun ? 

God save hem that bi-seged han our toun, 
And so can leye our jolytee on presse. 

And bring our lusty folk to holinesse ’* 
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81 These wordes seyde he for the nones 

alle, S6i 

That with swich thing he mighte him 
angry maken, 

And with an angre don his sorwe falle, 

As for the tyme, and his corage awaken , 
But wel he wiste, as fer as tonges spaken, 
Ther nas a man of grettor hardinesse 566 
Than he, ne more desii cd worthinesse 

82 ‘ What cas,’ quod Troilus, ‘ or what 
aventure 

Hath gyded thee to see my languisslnnge, 
That am reins of every creature ? 570 

But for the love of god, at my preyinge. 
Go honne a-way, for certes, my deyinge 
Wol thee disese, and I mot nedes deye , 
Ther-for go wey, ther is no more to seye 

83 But if thou wene I be thus syk for 

drede, 575 

It is not so, and ther-for scome nought , 
Tlier is a-nother thing I take of hede 
Wel more than ought the Grekes han 
y-wrought, 

Winch cause is of my deeth, for sorwe 
and thought 

But though that I now telle thee it no 
leste, 580 

Be thou nought wrooth, I hyde it for the 
beste ’ 

84 This Pandare, that neigh malt for wo 
and routhe, 

Ful often seyde, ‘ alias ’ what may this be^ 
Now freend,’ quod he, ‘if ever love or | 
trouthe 

Hath been, or is, bi-twixen thee and me, 
Ne do thou never swiche a crueltee 586 
To hyde fro thy freend so greet a care , 
Wostow nought wel that it am I, Pandare’ 

86 I wole parten with thee al thy peyne, 
If it be so I do thee no comfort, 590 
As it IS freendes right, sooth for to seyne. 
To entreparten wo, as glad desport 
I have, and shal, for trewe or fals report. 
In wrong and right y-loved thee al my 
Ijve , 594 

Hyd not thy wo fro me, but telle it blyve ’ 

86 Then gan this sorwful Troilus to syke. 
And seyde him thus, ‘ god leve it be my 
beste 


To telle it thee , for, sith it may thee 
lyke. 

Yet wole I telle it, though myn herte 
breste , 599 

And wel wot I thou mayst do me no reste 
But lest thow deme I truste not to thee. 
Now heikne, freend, for thus it stant with 
me 

87 Lo\o, a-yeins the which who-so de- 
fendeth 

Him-selven most, him alder-lest avayleth. 
With desespeir so sorwfuUy me offendeth. 
That streyght un-to the deeth myn herte 
sayleth 606 

Ther-to desyr so brenningly me assaylleth. 
That to ben slayn it were a gretter joye 
To me than king of Grece been and Troye ' 

88 Suffiseth this, my fulle freend Pandare, 
That I have seyd, for now wostow my wo , 
And for the love of god, my colde care 612 
So hyd it wel, I telle it never to mo , 

For harmes mighte folwen, mo than two. 
If it were wist , but be thou in gladnesse. 
And lat me sterve, unknowe, of my dis- 

tresse ’ 616 

89 ‘How hastow thus unkindely and 
longe 

Hid this fi o me, thou fool ? ’ quod Pan- 
darus , 

‘ Parauntor thou might after swich oon 
longe. 

That myn avys anooii may helpen us ’ 620 
‘ This were a wonder thing,’ quod Troilus, 
‘Thou coudost never m love thy-selven 
wisso , 

How devel maystow bringen me to blisse? ’ 

90 ‘ Ye, Troilus, now herke,’ quod Pan- 
dare, 

‘ Though I be nyce , it happeth ofte so, 625 
That oon that excos doth ful yvele fare 
By good counseyl can kepe his freend 
ther-fro 

I have my-self eek seyn a blind man go 
Ther-as he fel that coude loke wyde , 

A fool may eek a wys man otte gyde 630 

91 A whetston is no kervmg instrument, 
And yet it maketh sharpe kerving-tolis 
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And ther thow woost that I have ought 
miswent, 

Eschewe thou that, for swich thing to 
thee scole is , 

Thus ofte wyse men ben war by folis 635 
If thou do so, thy wit is wel biwared , 

By his contrarie is every thing declared 

92 For how might ever sweetnesse have 
be knowe 

To him that never tasted bittemesse ? 

Ne no man may be inly glad, I trowe, 640 
That never was in sorwe or som distresse , 
Eek whyt by blak, by shame eek worthi- 
nessG, 

Ech set by other, more for other semeth , 
As men may see , and so the •w'yse it 
demeth 

93 Sith thus of two contraries is a lore, 

I, that have in love so ofte assayed 646 
Grevaunces, oughte conne, and wel the 

more 

Counsayllen thee of that thou art amayed 
Eek thee ne oughte nat ben yvel apayed, 
Though I desyre with thee for to here 6'5o 
Thyn hevy charge , it shal the lasse dcre 

94 I woot wel that it fareth thus by me 
As to thy brother Parys an herdesse. 
Which that y-cleped was Ofinone, 654 
Wroot in a compleynt of hir hevinesse 
Ye sey the lettre that she wroot, y gesse?’ 

‘ Nay, never yet, y-wis,’ quod Troilus 

‘ Now,’ quod Pan dare, ‘ herkneth , it was 
thus — 

55 “ Phebus, that first fond art of medi- 
cyne,” 

Quod she, “and coude in every wightes 
care 660 

Remede and reed, by herbes he knew fyne, 
ifettohim-self his conninge was ful bare , 
For love hadde him so bounden in a snare, 
Al for the doughter of the kinge Admete, 
That al his craft ne coude his sorwe 
bete ” — 665 

56 Eight so fare I, unhappily for me , 
[love oon best, and that me smerteth sore , 
And yet, paraunter, can I rede thee, 

And not my-self , repreve me no more 669 
[ have no cause, I woot wel, for to sore 


As doth an hauk that listeth for to 
pleye. 

But to th3m help yet somwhat can I seye, 

97 And of o thing right siker maystow be, 
That certayn, for to deyen in the peyne, 
That I shal never-mo discover en thee , 675 
Ne, by my trouthe, I kepe nat restreyne 
Thee fro thy love, thogh that it were 

Eleyne, 

That IS thy brotheres wyf, if ich it wiste , 
Be what she be, and love hir as thee liste 

98 Therfore, as freend fullich m me 

assure, 680 

And tel me plat what is thyn enchesoun, 
And final cause of wo that ye endure , 

For douteth no-thmg, myn entencioun 
Nis nought to yow of reprehencioun 
To speke as now, for no wight may 
bireve 685 

A man to love, til that him list to leve 

99 And witeth wel, that bothe two ben 
vyces, 

Mistrusten alle, or elles alio leve , 

But wel I woot, the mene of it no vyce is, 
For for to trusten sum wight is a preve 690 
Of trouthe, and for-thy wolde I fayn re- 
move 

Thy wrong concejde, and do thee som 
v ight triste. 

Thy wo to telle , and tel me, if thee liste 

100 The wyse seyth, “ wo him that is 
allone. 

For, and he falle, he hath noon help to 
ryse,” 695 

And sith thou hast a felawe, tel thy mone, 
For this nis not, certeyn, the nexte wyse 
To winnen love, as techen us the wyse, 

To walwe and wepe as Niobe the queue, 
Whos teres yet in marbel been y-sene 700 

101 Lat be thy wepmg and thy drerinesse. 
And lat us lissen wo with other speche , 
So may thy woful tyme seme lesse. 

Delyte not in wo thy wo to seche, 704 

As doon thise foies that hir sorwes echo 
With sorwe, whan they han misaventure. 
And listen nought to seche hem other 

cure 
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102 Men seyn, “to wrecclie is conso- 
lacioun 

To have an-other felawe m his poyne , ” 
That oughte wel ben our opinionn, 710 
For, bothe then and I, of love we pleyne , 
So fal of sorwe am I, soth for to seyne, 
That certeynly no more harde grace 
May sitte on me, for-why ther ig no 
space 

103 If god wole thou art not agast of me, 
Lest J Volde of thy lady thee bigyle, 716 
Thow west thy-self whom that I love, 

pardee, 

As I best can, gon sithen longe whyle 
And sith thou wost I do it lor no wyle, 710 
Andsith I am he that thou tristest most, 
Tel me sum what, sin al my wo thou wost ’ 

104 Yet Troilus, for al this, no word 
seyde. 

But longe he lay as stillo as he dod were , 
And after this with sykmge he abreyde, 
And to Pandarus voys he lente his ere, 725 
And up his eyen caste he, that in fere 
Was Pandarus, lest that in frenesye 
He sholde falle, or elles sone dye 

105 And cryde ‘ a-wake ’ ful wonderly 
and shai’pe , 

‘ What ? slombrestow as in a lytargye ^ 

Or artow l>k an asse to the harpe, 731 
That hereth soun, whan men the strenges 
plye, 

But m his minde of that no melodye 
May sinkcn, him to glade, lor that he 
So dttl is of his bestialitee ? ’ 7^5 

106 And with that Pandaro of his wordes 
stente , 

But Troilus yet him no word answerde, 
For-why to telle nas not his entente 
To never no man, lor whom that he so 
ferde 7^9 

For it IS seyd, ‘ man maketh ofte a yerde 
With which the maker is him self y-beten 
In sondry maner,’ as thise wyse treten, 

107 And namely, in his counseyl tellinge 
That toucheth love that oughte be secree , 
For of him-self it wolde y nough out- 

sprmge, 745 


But-if that it the bet governed be 
Eek som-tyme it is craft to seme flee 
Fro thing winch in effect men huntefaste 
Al this gan Troilus in his herte caste 

108 But nathelees, whan he had herd 

him erje 7SC 

‘ Awake ’ ’ he gan to syke wonder sore. 
And seyde, ‘ freend, though that I stille 
lye, 

I am not doef , now pees, and cry no more , 
For I have herd thy wordes and thy lore , 
But suffre me my mischef to biwayle, 7*>‘; 
For thy x>roverbes may me nought avayle 

109 Nor other cure canstow noon for me 
Eek I ml not be cuied, I wol deye , 

What knowe I of the quene Niobe ? 

Lat be thyne oldo ensaumples, I thee 
preye ’ 760 

‘ No,’ quod tho Pandarus, ‘therfore I seye, 
Swich is (lelyt of foies to biwepe 
Hir wo, but seken bote they ne kepe 

110 Now knowe I that ther reson m thee 
fayleth 

But tel me, if I wiste what she were 76*? 
For whom that thee al this misaunter 
ayleth, 

Dorstestow that I tolde hir in hir ere 
Thy wo, sith thou darst not thy-self for 
fere. 

And hir bisoughte on thee to hau som 
routho ? ’ 

‘ Why, nay,’ quod he, ‘ by god and by my 
trouthe ’’ 770 

111 ' What ? not as bisily,’ quod Pandarus, 

‘ As though myn owene lyf lay on this 

nede ? ’ 

* No, certos, brother,’ quod this Troilus 
‘ And why ? ’ — ‘ For that thou sholdest 
never spede ’ 

‘ Wostow that wel ’ ’ — ‘ Ye, that is out of 
drede,’ 775 

Quod Troilus, ‘ for al that ever ye conne, 
She ml to noon swich wrecche as I be 
wonne ' 

112 Quod Pandarus, ‘ alias ’ what may 
this be. 

That thou despeyred art thus causelees ? 
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What? liveth not thy lady? henedicite ' 780 
How wostow so that thou art gracelees ? 
Swich yvel is not alwey botelees 
Why, put not impossible thus thy cure, 
Sin thing to como is ofte in aventure 

118 I graunte wel that thou endurest wo 
As sharp as doth he, Ticius, in helle, 786 
Whos stomak foules tyren ever mo 
That highte volturis, as bokes telle 
But I may not endure that thou dwelle 
In so unskilful an opinioun 790 

That of thy wo is no curacioun 

114 But ones niltow, for thy coward 
herte. 

And for thyn ire and folish wilfulnesse, 
For wantrust, tellen of thy sorwes smerte, 
Ne to thyn owenc help do bismesso 79=; 
As muche as speke a resoun more or lesse, 
But lyest as he that list of no-thing rccche 
What womman coude love s^vicli a 
wrocche ? 

115 What may she demon other of thy 
deoth, 

If thou thus deye, and she not why it is, ?oo 
But that for fere is yolden up thy breeth, 
For Grekes han bistgcd us, y-wis ? 

Lord, which a thank than shallow han of 
this ’ 

Thus wol she seyn, and al the toun at 
ones, 

“ The wrecche is deed, the dovcl ha’se his 
bones ’ ” 80!: 

116 Thou mayst allone here wepe and 
cryo and kncle , 

But, love a woman that slie woot it 
nought. 

And she wol quyte that thou shalt not 
fele , 

Unknowe, unkist, and lost that is un 
sought 

What * many a man hath love ful dere 
y-bought 810 

Twenty winter that his lady wiste, 

That never yet his lady mouth he kiste 

117 What ? shulde he therfor fallen in 
despeyr, 

Or be reoreaunt for his owene tene, 


Or sleen him-self, al be his lady fayr ? 81 
Nay, nay, but ever in oon be fresh and 
grene 

To serve and love his dere hertes quene, 
And thenke it is a guerdoun hir to serve 
A thousand-fold more than he can deserve ’ 

118 And of that word took hede Troilus, 
And thoughte anoon what folye he was 

inne, 821 

And how that sooth him seyde Pandarus, 
That for to sleen him-self mighte he not 
winne, 

But bothe doon unmanhod and a sinne, 824 
\nd of his deeth his lady nought to wyte , 
For of his wo, god woot, she knew ful lyte 

119 And with that thought he gan ful 
SOI e sj ke, 

And seyde, ‘ alias ' what is me best to do? ’ 
To whom Pandare answerde, ‘if thee Ij ke, 
The best is that thou telle me thy wo , 8^0 
And have my trouthe, but thou it finde so, 
I be thy bote, or that it be ful longe, 
Topeces do me drawe, and sithen honge 

120 ‘ Ye, so thou seyst,’ quod Troilus tho, 

‘ alias ’ 

But, god wot, it IS not the rather so , S35 
Ful haid weie it to helpen in this cas, 
For wel fiiide I that Fortune is my fo, 

Ne alle the men that ryden conne or go 
May of liir cruel wheel tho harm with- 
stonde , 

For, as hir list, she pleyeth with free and 
bonde ’ 840 

121 Quod Pandarus, ‘than blamestow 
Fortune 

For thou art wrrooth, ye, now at erst I see , 
Wostow nat wel that Fortune is commune 
To eveij manor wight m som degree^ 844 
And yet thou hast this comfort, lo, pardee ’ 
That, as hii joyes moten over-goon, 

So mote hir sorwes passen evenchoon 

122 For if hir wheel stinte any-thing to 
torne, 

Than cessed she Fortune anoon to be 
Now, Bith hir wheel by no wey may 
sojorne, 850 

What wostow if hir mutabilitee 
Eight as thy-selven list, wol doon by thee, 
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Or that she be not fer fro thyn helpinge ? 
Parannter, thou hast cause for to singe ' 

123 And therfor wostow what I thee 

heseche ? 8^^ 

Lat he thy wo and turning to the grounde , 
For who-so list have helping of his leche, 
To him bihoveth first unwrye his wounde 
To Cerberus in helle ay be I bounde, 
Were it for my suster, al thy sorwe, 860 
By my wil, she sholde al be thyn to-morwe 

124 Loke up, I seye, and tel me what she is 
Anoon, that I may goon aboute thy nede , 
Knowe ich hir ought ? for my love, tel me 

this , 864 

Than wolde I hopen rather for to spede ’ 
Tho gan the veyne of Troilus to blede. 

For he was hit, and wex al reed for shame , 

‘ A ha ” quod Pandare, ‘ here biginneth 
game ’’ 

125 And with that word he gan him for 
to shake. 

And seyde, ‘ theef, thou shalt hir name 
telle ’ 870 

But tho gan sely Troilus for to quake 
As though men sholde ban lad him in to 
helle, 

And seyde, ‘ alias ’ of al my wo the welle, 
Than is my swete fo called Cnseydo ’’ 

And wel nigh with the word for fere he 
deyde 875 

126 And whan that Pandare herde hir 
name nevene. 

Lord, he was glad, and seyde, ‘ freend so 
dere. 

Now fare a-nght, for Joves name in hovene, 
Love hath biset thee wel, be of good chere , 
For of good name and wysdom and 
manere 880 

She hath y-nough, and eek of gentilesse , 
If she be fayr, thow wost thy-self, I gesse 

127 Ne I never saw a more bountevous 
Of hir estat, ne a gladder, ne of speche 

A freendlier, ne a more gracious 885 

For to do wel, ne lasse hadde nede to 
seche 

What for to doon , and al this bet to echo, 
In honour, to as fer as she may strecche, 

A kmges herte semeth by hires a wrecche 


128 And for-thy loke of good comfort 

thou be , 890 

For certeinly, the firste poynt is this 
Of noble corage and wel ordeyn6, 

A man to have pees with him-solf, y-wis , 
So oughtest thou, for nought but good it is 
To loven wel, and in a worthy place , 895 
Thee oughte not to clepe it hap, but grace 

129 And also thenk, and ther-with glade 
j thee, 

That sith thy lady vertuous is al, 
j So folweth it that ther is som pitee 
Amonges alle thise othere in general , 900 
And for-thy see that thou, in special, 
Bequere nought that is ayein hir name , 
For vertue streccheth not him-self to 
shame 

130 But wel IS me that ever I vas born, 
That thou biset art in so good a place , 905 
For by my trouthe, in love I dorste have 

sworn. 

Thee sholde never ban tid thus fayr a 
grace , 

And wostow why ? foi ^hou were wont to 
chace 

At lo\e in scorn, and for despjd; lum 
calle 

“ Sevnt Idiot, lord of thise foies alle ” 910 

131 How often liastow maad thy nyce 
japes, 

And seyd, that loves servants everichone 
Of nycetee ben verray goddes apes , 

And some wolde monche hir mete alone, 
Ligging a-bedde, and make hem for to 
grone , 915 

And som, thou seydest, hadde a blaunche 
fevere, 

And preydest god he sholde never kevere ’ 

132 And some of hem toke on hem, for 
the colde. 

More than y-nough, so seydestow ful ofte , 
And some ban feyned ofte tyme, and tolde 
How that they wake, whan they slepen 
Bofte , 921 

And thus they wolde ban brought hem- 
self a-lofte. 

And nathelees were under at the laste , 
Thus seydestow, and japedest ful faste 



Book I ] 




219 


133 Yet seydestow, that, for the more 

part, 925 

These loveres wolden speke in general, 
And thoughten that it was a siker art. 
For fayling, for to assayen over-al 
Now may I jape of thee, if that I shal ’ 
But nathelees, though that I sholde deye, 
That thou art noon of tho, that dorste I 
seye 9^1 

134 Now beet thy brest, and sey to god 
of love, 

“ Thy grace, lord ’ for now I me repente 
If I mis spak, for now my-self I love ” 
Thus sey with al thyn herte in good en- 
tente ’ 935 

Quod Troilus, ‘ a ’ lord ’ I me consente. 
And pray to thee my japes thou foryive. 
And I shal never-more whyl I live ’ 

135 ‘ Thow seyst wel, ’ quod Pandare, ‘ and 
now I hope 

That thou the goddes wratthe hast al 
apesed , 940 

And sithen thou hast w epen many a drope. 
And seyd swich thing wher-with thy god 
IS plesed, 

Now wolde never god but thou were esed , 
And think wel, she of whom rist al thy wo 
Here-aftei may thy comfort been al-so 945 

136 For thilke ground, that bcreth the 
wedes wikke, 

Bereth eek thise holsom herbes, as ful ofte 
Next the foule netlc, rough and thikke, 
The rose waxeth swote and smothe and 
softe , 

And next the valey is the hil a lofte , 

And next the derke night the glade 
morwe , 

And also joye is next tho fyn of sorwe 

137 Now loke that atempre be thy brydel. 

And, for the beste, ay sulfre to the tyde, 
Or elles al our labour is on ydel , 9S^ 

He hasteth wel that wysly can abyde , 

Be diligent, and trewe, and ay wel hyde 
Be lusty, free, persevere in thy servyse. 
And al is wel, if thou werke in this wyse 

138 But he that parted is in every 

place 960 

Is no-wher hool, as writen clerkes wyse , 


What wonder is, though swich oon have 
no grace ? 

Eek wostow how it fareth of som servyse ? 
As plaunte a tre or herbe, in sondry wyse, 
And on tho morwe pulle it up as blyve, 965 
No wonder is, though it may never thiyve 

139 And sith that god of love hath thee 
bistowed 

In plare digne un-to thy worthinesse, 
Stond faste, for to good port hastow rowed , 
And of thy-self, for any hevmesse, 970 
Hope alwey wel , for, but-if drerinesse 
Or over-haste our bothe labour shende, 

I hope of this to maken a good ende 

140 And wostow why I am the lasse a- 
fercd 

Of this matere with my nece trete ? 975 

For this have I herd seyd of wyse y-lered, 
“ Was never man ne woman yet bigete 
That y as unapt to suffren loves hete 
Celestial, or elles love of kinde , ” 979 

For-thy som giace I hope in hir to finde 

141 And for to speke of hir in special, 
Hir beautee to bithinken and hir youthe, 
It sit hir nought to be celestial 

As yet, though that hir liste bothe and 
couthe , 984 

But trowely, it sete hir wel light nouthe 
A worthy knight to loven and cheryce, 
And but she do, I holde it for a vyce 

142 Wherfore I am, and wol be, ay redy 
To peyne me to do yow this servyse , 

For bothe yow to plese thus hope I 990 
Her-afterward , for ye beth bothe wyse. 
And conne it counseyl kepe in swich a 

wyse. 

That no man shal the wyser of it be , 

And so we may be gladed alle three. 

143 And, by my troutho, I have right 

now of thee 995 

A good conceyt in my wit, as I gesse, 

And what it is, I wol now that thou see 
I thenke, sith that love, of his goodnesse, 
Hath thee converted out of wikkednesse, 
That thou shalt be the beste post, I 
leve, 1000 

Of al his lay, and most his foos to-greve 
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144 Ensample why, see now these wyse 
clerkes, 

That erren aldermost a-yem a lawe, 

And hen converted from lur wikked 
werkes 

Thorugh grace of god, that list hem to 
him drawe, kx)'; 

Than am they folk that han most god in 
awe, 

And strengest-feythed been, I under- 
stonde. 

And conne an errour alder-best with- 
stonde ' 

145 Whan Troilus had herd Pandare 
assented 

To been his help in loving of Criseyde, loio 
Wex of his wo, as who seyth, untormented. 
But hotter wex his love, and thus he seyde, 
With sobre chere, al-though his herte 
pleyde, 

‘ Now blisful Venus helpe, er that I sterve, 
Of thee, Pandare, I may som thank de- 
serve lois 

146 But, dere frend, how shal myn wo 
ben lesse 

Til this bo doon ? and goodo, eek tel mo 
this, 

How wiltow seyn of mo and my destresse ? 
Lest she be wrooth, tins drede I most, 
y-wis. 

Or nil not here or trowen how it is 1020 
Al this drede I, and eek for the manere 
Of thee, hir eem, sho nil no swich thing 
here ’ 

147 Quod Pandarus, ‘thou hast a ful 
gret care 

Lest that the cherl may falle out of the 
mone ’ 1024 

WTiy, lord ’ I hate of thee thy nyce fare ' 
Why, entremete of that thou hast to done ^ 
For goddes love, I bidde thee a bone, 

So lat me alone, and it shal be thy beste ’ — 

‘ Wliy, freend,’ quod he, ‘ now do right as 
thee leste 

148 But herke, Pandare, o word, for I 

nolde 1030 

That thou in me wendest so greet folyc, 
That to my lady I desiren sholde 


That toucheth harm or any vilenye , 

For dredelees, me were lever dye 1034 
Than she of me ought elles understode 
But that, that mighte sounen in-to gode ’ 

149 Tho lough tins Pandare, and anoon 
answerde, 

‘ And I thy borw ? fy ’ no wight dooth 
but so , 

I roughte nought though that she stode 
and herde 1039 

How that thou soyst , but fare-wel, I wolgo 
A dieu ’ be glad ’ god spede us bothe two’ 
Yif me this labour and this besinesse, 
And of mv speed be thyn al that swetnesse ’ 

150 Tho Troilus gan doun on knees to 

falle, 1044 

And Pandare in his armes hente faste. 
And seyde, ‘ now, fv on the Grekes alle ’ 
Yet, pardee, god shal helpe us at the laste, 
And dredelees, if that mv lyf may laste, 
And god to-forn, lo, som of hem shal 
smerte , 

And yet me athinketh that this avaunt 
me asterte ’ 1050 

151 Now, Pandare, I can no more seye, 
But thou wys, thou wost, thou mayst, 

thou art al ’ 

My lyf, my deeth, hool 111 thyn hondo 
I leye , 

Help now,’ quod he ‘ Yis, by my trouthe, 
I shal ’ 

‘ God yelde thee, freend, and this in 
special,’ 1033 

Quod Troilus, ‘ that thou me recomaunde 
To hir that to the deeth me may 
comaunde ’ 

152 This Pandarus tho, desirous to serve 
His fullefreend, than seyde in tins manere, 

‘ Far-wel, and thenk I wol thy thank 

deserve , 1060 

Have here my trouthe, and that thou 
shalt wel here ’ — 

And wente his wey, thenkmg on this 
mat ere, 

And how he best mghto hir beseche of 
grace. 

And finde a tyme ther-to, and a place 
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153 For every wight that hath an hons 
to founde io<)5 

Ne renneth nought the werk for to bi- 
ginne 

With rakel hond, but he wol byde a 
stounde, 

Andsendehisherteslyne out fro with-inne 
Alderfirst his purpos for to winnc 1069 
A 1 this Pandare m his herto thoughte, 
And caste his weik ful wysly, or he 
wroughte 

1 B 4 But Troilus lay tho no lenger doun, 
But up anoon up-on his stede bay, 

And in the feld he pl( ydo tho leoun , 

Wo was that Greek that with him mette 
that day 1075 

And in tho toun his maner tho forth ay 
So goodly was, and gat him so in grace, 
That ech him lovede thatlokedon his face 


155 For he bicom the frendlyeste wight, 
The gentileste, and eek the moste free, 1080 
The thnftieste and oon the beste kmght, 
That in his tyme was, or mighte be 
Dede were his japes and his crueltee, 

His heiglie port and his manere 

estraunge, 

And ech of tho gan for a vertu'chaungo 

156 Now lat us stinte of Troilus a 

stounde, 1086 

That faieth l>k a man that hurt is 
sore, 

And is somdel of akinge of his wounde 
Y lissed wel, but heled no del more 
And, as an esy pacient, the lore 1090 
Abit of him that gooth aboute his cure , 
And thus he dryveth forth his ayenture 

Exphcit Liber Pnmus 
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Incipit prohemium Secundi Libri 

1 Out of these blake wawes for to sayle, 
O wind, 0 wind, the wcdei ginneth clere , 
For in this see the boot h \th swich tra- 

vayle, 

Of my conning that unnethe I it stere 
This see clepe I the tempestous inatoro s 
Of dcsespeyi that Troilus was inne 
But now of hope the calendes biginne 

2 0 lady myn, that called ait Cleo, 

Thou be my speed fro this forth, and my 

muse, 

To ryme wol this book, til I have do , 10 

Me nedeth heie noon other ait to use 
For- why to every lovere I me excuse, 
That of no sentement I this endyte. 

But out of Latin in my tonge it wryte 

3 Wherfore I nil have ntitlur thank ne 

blame 1 =; 

Of al this werk, but pray y ow mekely, 
Disblamoth me, if any word be lame, 

For as myn auctor seyde, so seye I 
Eek though I spoke of love unfelinglj , 


No wonder IS, for it no-thmg of newe is , 20 
A blind man can nat juggen wel in hewis 

4 Ye knowe eek, that in foime of speche 

j 18 chaunge 

I With-inne a thousand yeer, and wordes 

tho 

That hadden prys, now v ondtr nyce and 
straunge 

ITs thinketh hem , and yet they spake 

I hem so, 25 

And spedde as wel in love as men now do, 
Lck for to winno love in sondry ages. 

In sondry londos, sondiy been usages 

5 And for-thy if it happe in any "wyse, 
That here be any lovere in this place 30 
That herkeneth, as tho story avoI devyse, 
How Troilus com to his lady giace, 

A.nd thenketh, so nolde I nat love pur- 
chace. 

Or wondreth on his speche and his doinge, 
I noot , but it is me no yonderinge , ^5 

6 For every wight which that to Borne 

went, 

' Halt nat o path, or alwey o manere , 
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Eek in som lend were al the gamen shent, 
If that they ferde in love as men don here, 
As thus, in open doing or in chere, 40 
In visitmge, in forme, or seydo hir sawes , 
For-thy men seyn, ech contreo hath his 
lawes 

7 Eek scarsly been ther in this j)lace three 
That han in love seyd lyk and doon in al , 
For to thy puriios this may lyken thee, 4 ^ 
And thee right nought, yet al is seyd or 

slial , 

Eek som men grave in tree, som in stoon 
wal, 

As it hitit , but sin I have begonne, 

Myn auctor shal I folwen, it I conne 
Explicit prohemmm Secundi Librl 

Incipit Liber Secundus 

8 In May, that moder is o^ monthes glade. 
That fresshe floures, blewo, and whyte, 

and rode, i^i 

Ben quike agayn, that winter dede made, 
And ful of bawmo is tictingo every mode , 
Whan Phebus doth his brighte bemes 
sprede 

Right in the whyte Bole, it so bitidde 
As I shal singe, on Mayes day the thridde, 

9 That Pandarus, for al Ins wyse speche, 
Felte eek his part of loves shottes kene. 
That, coude he never so wel of loving 

preche. 

It made his hewe a-day ful ofte g^ene , 60 j 
So shoop it, that him til that day a tone J 
In love, for which in wo to bedde he wente. 
And mdde, er it was day, ful many a wente 

10 The swalwe Proignd, with a sorwfullay, 
Whan morwe com, gan make hii wey- 

mentinge, 65 

Why she forshapen was , and ever lay 
Pandare a-bedde, half in a slomeringe. 

Til she so neigh him made hir chitennge 
How Tereus gan forth liir suster take, 

That with the noyse of hir he gan a-wake , 

11 And gan to calle, and dresse him up 

to ryse, 71 

Bemembringe him his erand was to done 
From Troilus, and eek his greet empryse , 


And caste and knew in good plyt was the 
mone 

To doon viage, and took his wey ful sone 
Un-to his neces paleys ther bi-syde , 76 

No\i Janus, god of entiee, thou him gyde ’ 

12 Whan he was come uii-to his neces 
place, 

‘ Wlier IS my lady ? ’ to hir folk seyde he , 
And they him tolde , and he forth in gan 
pace, 

And fond, two othere ladyes sete and she 
With-mne a paved parlour , and they three 
Herden a mayden reden hem the geste 
Of the Sege of Thebes, whyl hem leste 84 

13 Quod Pandarus, ‘ma dame, god yow see. 
With al your book and al the companye 
‘Ey, uncle mvn, welcome y wis,’ quod she, 
And up she roos, and by the bond m hye 
She took him taste, and seyde, ‘ this night 

tlirye, 

To goode mote it turne, of yow I mette ’ ' 
And with that word she doun on bench 
him sette 91 

14 ‘ Ye, nece, ye shal fare wel the bet, 

If god wole, al this yeer,’ quod Pandarus , 
‘ But I am sory that I have yow lot 94 
To herknon of your book ye preysen thus, 
For goddes love, what seith it ? tel it us 
Is it of love ? O, som good ye mo lore ’ ' 
‘Uncle, quod she, ‘your maistresso is not 

here ’ ’ 

15 With that they gonnen laughe, and 

tho she seyde, 99 

‘ This romaunoe is of Thebes, that we rede , 
And we han herd how that king Laius 
deyde 

Thurgh Edippus his sone, and al that dede , 
And here we stenten at these lettres rede, 
How the bisshop, as the book can telle, 
Amphioi ax, fil thurgh the ground to belle ’ 

16 Quod Pandarus, ‘ al this knowe I my- 

sel\ e, 106 

And al th’assoge of Thebes and the care, 
For her-of been ther maked bokes twelve — 
But lat be this, and tcl me how ye fare , 
Do wey your barbe, and shew your face 
bare, iio 
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Do wey your book, rys up, and lat us 
daunce. 

And lat us don to May som observaunce ’ 

17 ‘ A ’ god forbede ' ’ quod she, ‘ be ye 
mad? 

Is that a widewes lyf, so god you save ? 
By god, ye maken me right sore a-drad, 1 15 
Ye ben so wilde, it semeth as ye rave ’ 

It sete me wel bet ay in a cave 
To bidde, and rede on holy seyntes lyves 
Lat maydens gon to daunce, and yonge 
wyves ’ 

18 ‘ As ever thr5rve I,’ quod this Pandarus, 
‘ Yet coude I telle a thmg to doon you 

pleye ’ 121 

* Now uncle dere,^ quod she, ‘ tel it us 
For goddes love , is than th’assege aweye ^ 
I am of Grekes so ferd that I deye ’ 

‘ Nay, nay,’ quod he, ‘ as ever mote I 
thryve ’ 125 

It IS a thing wel bet than swiche fyve ’ 

19 ‘ Ye, holy god ’ ’ quod she, ‘ what thing 
is that ’ 

What? bet than swiche fyve? ey, nay, 
y-wis ’ 

For al this world ne can I reden what 
It sholde been , som jape, I trowe, is this , 
And but your-selven telle us what it is, 131 
My wit is for to arede it al to lene , 

As help me god, I noot nat v hat ye mene ’ 

20 ‘And I your borow, ne never shal, 
for me, 

This thing be told to yow, as mote I 
thryve’’ 135 

‘ And why so, uncle myn ? why so ?’ quod 
she 

‘ By god,’ quod he, ‘ that wole I telle as 
blyve , 

For prouder womman were ther noon on- 
lyve, 

And ye it wiste, in al the toun of Troye , 

I jape nought, as evei have I joye ’ ’ 140 

21 Tho gan she wondren more than bi- 
forn 

A thousand fold, and doun hir eyen caste , 
For never, sith the tyme that she was born, 
knowe thing desired she so faste ia ± 


And with a syk she seyde him at the laste, 
‘ Now, uncle myn, I nil yow nought dis- 
plese. 

Nor axen more, that may do yow disese ' 

22 So after this, with many wordes glade. 
And freendly tales, and with mery chere. 
Of this and that they pleyde, and gunnen 

wade 150 

In many an unkouth glad and deep 
matere. 

As freendes doon, whan they ben met 
y-fere , 

Til she gan axen him how Ector ferde. 
That was the tonnes wal and Grekes yerde 

23 ‘ Ful wel, I thanke it god,’ quod Pan- 
darus, I S5 

‘ Save in his arm he hath a litel wounde , 
And eek his fresshe brother Troilus, 

The wyse worthy Ector the secoimde, 

In whom that every vertu list abounde. 
As alle trouthe and alle gentillesse, 160 
W^ysdom, honour, fredom, and worthi- 
nesse ’ 

24 ‘ In good feith, eem,’ quod she, ‘ that 
lyketh me , 

They faren wel, god save hem bothe two ’ 
For trewely I holde it greet deyntee 
A kinges sone in armes wel to do, 105 

And been of good condiciouns ther-to , 
For greet power and moral vertu here 
Is selde y-seye in o persone y-fere ' 

26 ‘ In good feith, that is sooth,’ quod 
Pandarus , 

‘ But, by my trouthe, the king hath sones 
tweye, 170 

That is to mene, Ector and Troilus, 

That certainly, though that I sholde deye, 
They been as voyde of ^yces, dar I seye. 
As any men that liveth under the sonne, 
Hit might is wyde y-knowe, and what 
they conne 175 

26 Of Ector nedeth it nought for to telle , 
In al this world ther nis a bettre knight 
Than he, that is of worthmesse welle , 
And he wel more vertu hath than might 
This knoweth many a ■Nvys and worthy 
wight 180 
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The same prys of Troilus I seye, 

Ood help me so, I Icnowe not swiche 
tweye ’ 

27 ‘ By god,’ quod she, ‘ of Ector that is 
sooth , 

Of Troilus the same thing trowe I , 

For dredelees, men telleii that he dooth 
In armes day by day so worthily, 186 
And bereth him here at hoom so gentilly 
To every wight, that al the prys hath he 
Of hem that me were levest preysed be ’ 

28 ‘ Ye sey right sooth, y-wis,’ quod Pan- 

darus , 190 

‘ For yesterdaj , who-so hadde with him 
been, 

He might hav e wondred up-on Troilus , 
For never yet so thikke a swarm of been 
Ne fleigh, as Giekes fro him gonne fieen. 
And thorugh the feld, in eyery wightes 
ere, 195 

Ther nas no cry but “Troilus la there’” 

29 Now here, now there, he hunted hem 
so faste, 

Ther nas but Grokes blood , and Troilus, 
Now hem ho hurte, and hem alle doun he 
caste , 

Ay where he wente it was arayed thus 200 
He was hir deeth, and shold and lyf for us , 
That as that day ther dorste noon with- 
stonde, 

Whyl that he held his blody swerd in 
honde 

SO Therto he is the freendlieste man 
Of grete estat, that ever I saw my ly ve , 
And wher him list, best felawshipe can 206 
To suche as him thmketh able for to 
thryve ’ 

And with that word tho Pandarus, as 
blyve. 

He took his leve, and seyde, ‘ I wol go 
henne ’ 

‘ Nay, blame ha\e I, myn uncle,’ quod slio 
thenne 210 

81 ‘ Wliat eyleth yow to be thus wery 
gone, 

And namelich of wommen ? wol ye so ’ 
Nay, sitteth down , by god, I have to done 


With yow, to speke of wisdom er ye go ’ 
And every wight that was a-boute hem 
tho, 215 

That herde that, gan fer a-wey to stonde, 
Wliyl they two hadde al that hem liste 
in honde 

32 Whan that hir tale al brought was to 
an ende 

Of hire estat and of hir governaunce, 219 
Quod Pandarus, ‘ now is it tymo I wende, 
But j^et, I seyo, aryseth, lat us daiince, 
And cast v<>ur widwes habit to mis- 
ch iimcc 

What list yow thus your self to disfigure, 
Sith yow is tid thus fan an av enture r* ’ 

33 ‘ A ’ wel bithought ’ foi love of god,’ 

quod she, 22!; 

‘ Shal I not iMten what ye mene of this 
‘ No, this thing axeth layser, ’ tho quod he, 

‘ And eek me wolde muche greve, y-wis. 
If I it toldo, and ye it toke amis 
Yet were it hot my tonge foi to stille 2^0 
Than seye a sooth that were ayeins your 
wille 

34 For, nece, by the goddesse Minerve, 
And Juppiter, that maketh the thonder 

nnge, 

And bj the blisful Venus that I serve, 

Ye been the womman in this world 
livinge, 235 

With-oute paramours, to my witinge. 
That I best love, and lothest am to greve. 
And that j e witen wol your-self, I leve ’ 

35 ‘ Y-wis, myn uncle,’ quod she, ‘grant 
mercy , 

Your freendship have I founden over yit , 

I am to no man holden trewely 241 

So muche as yow, and have so litel 
quit , 

And, with the grace of god, emforth my 
wit. 

As in my gilt I shal you never ofFende , 
And if I have er this, I wol amende 245 

86 But, for the love of god, I yow be- 
seche. 

As ye ben he that I most love and tnste 
Lat be to me your fremde maner speche, 
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And sey to me, your nece, what yow hate ’ 
And with that word hir uncle anoon hir 
kiste, 

And seyde, ‘ gladly, leve nece dere, 

Tak it for good that I shal seye yow here ’ 

67 With that she gan hir eyen doun to 
caste. 

And Pandarus to coghe gan a lyte, 21^4 
And seyde, ‘ nece, alwcy, lo ’ to the lastc, 
How-so it be that som men hem delyte 
With subtil art hir tales for to end3de, 
Yet for al that, in hir entencioun, 

Hir tale is al for som conclusjoun. 

6H And sithen tli’ende is e\ery tales 
strengthe, 260 

And this mateie is so bilio\( 1 \, 

Wliat sholdo I peynte or diawen it on 
lengthe 

To yow, that been myfreend so feitlifullj ^ ’ 
And with that woid he gan right inwardly 
Biholden hir, and loken on hir face, 26:; 
And seyde, ‘ on sucho a mirour goode 
g^race ’’ 

39 Than thoughte he thus, ‘ if I my tale 
endyte 

Ought hard, or make a proces any whyh. 
She shal no sayour han thor-in but lyte. 
And trowe I wolde hn in my wil bigyle 
For tendre wittes v> enen al be wylo 271 

Ther-as they can nat pleynly understonde , 
For-thy hir wit to serven wol I fonde ’ — 

40 And loked on hir in a besy wyse, 274 
And she was war that he byheld hir so. 
And seyde, ‘lord* so faste ye me avyse ’ 
Seyye me never er now? what sey ye, no’’ 
‘Yes, yes,’ quod he, ‘ and bet wole er I go , 
But, by my trouthe, I thoughte now 

if ye 

Be fortuiiat, for now men shal it see 280 

41 For to every wight som goodly aven- 
ture 

Bom. tyme is shape, if he it can receyven , 
And if that he wol take of it no cure, 
Whan that it cometh, but wilfully it 
weyven, 

Lo, neither cas nor fortune him deceyven, 


But right his verray slouthe and wreoched- 
nesse , • 286 

And swich a wight is for to blame, I gesse 

42 Good avcnture, O bele nece, have ye 
Ful lightly founden, and ye conne it take, 
And, for the love of god, and eek of me, 
Cacche it anoon, lest aventure slake 291 
Wliat sholdo I lenger proces of it make ’ 
Yif me your hond, for in this world is 

noon, 

If that you list, a wight so wel begoon 294 

43 And sitli I speke of good entencioun. 
As I to yow h ivo told wel liere-biforn, 
And lo\ e as wel your honour and renoun 
As creature in al tins world y-born , 

Bv allc the othes th it I hav 0 yow sworn. 
And be wrooth thorfore, or wene I lye, 
Ne shal I ne\ ei seen y ow eft with y & 301 

44 Beth nought agast, ne quaketh nat , 
wher-to ? 

Ne chaungoth nat for fere so your hewo, 
For hardolv, the werste of this is do , 

And though my tale as now be to yow 
newe, 305 

Yet trist alwe\ , vo shal mt linde trewe , 
And were it thing that me thoughte 
unsittinge, 

To yow nolde I no swiclio talcs brmge ’ 

45 ‘Now, my good ecm, for goddes lo\e, 

I pi eye,’ 309 

Quod she, ‘ com of, and tel mo what it is , 
For bothe I am agast what ^ e wol seyc, 
And eek me longcth it to wite, y-wis 
For whether it be wel or be amis, 

Sey on, lat me not in this fere dwelle 
‘ bo wol I doon, now herkneth, I shal 
telle 315 

46 Now, nece myn, the kmges dere sone. 
The goode, wyse, worthy , fresshe, and free , 
Which alwey for to do wel is his wone. 
The noble Troilus, so loveth thee, 

That, hot ye hclpe, it wol his bane be. 320 
Lo, here is al, what sliolde I more seye ? 
Doth what y ow list, to make him li\ e or 

deye 

47 But if ye lete him deye, I wol sterve, 
Ha\e hei my tiouthe, nece, I nil not lyen, 
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A 1 sholde I with this knyf my throto 
kerve ’ — • 3^5 

With that the teres braste out of his y6n, 
And seyde, ‘if that ye doon us bothe 
dyen, 

Thus giltelees, than have ye lisshed faire , 
What mende ye, though that we bothe 
apeyre ? 

48 Allas ’ he which that is my lord so 
dere, 

That trewe man, that noble gentil knight. 
That nought dcsireth but j our freendly 
chere, 

I see him deye, ther he goth np-right. 
And hasteth him, with al liis fulle might, 
Foi to be slayn, if fortune wol assente , 33*; 
Allas ’ that god yow swich a beautee 
sente ' 

49 If it be so that ye so cruel bo, 

That of Ins deeth yow liste nought to 
rccche, 

That IS so trewe and worthy, as ye see, 

No more than of a japere or a wrecclic, 340 
If ye be swich, your beautee may not 
strecche 

To make amendes of so cruel a dede , 
Avysement is good bifore the nede 

60 Wo worth the faire gemme \ ertulees ’ 
Wo worth that herbe also that dooth no 
bote » 34 «) 

Wo worth that beautee that is routhelees ’ 
Wo worth that wight that tret ech under 
fote ’ 

And ye, that been of beautee crop and 
rote. 

If therwith-al in you ther be no routhe, 
Than is it harm ye liven, by my t routhe ’ 

51 And also thenk wel, that this is no 
gaude , 3SI 

For me were lever, thou and I and he 
Were hanged, than I sholde been his 
baude, 

As heye, as men mighte on us alle y-see 
I am thyn eem, the shame were to me, 355 
As wel as thee, if that I sholde assente, 
Thorugh myn abet, that he thyn honour 
fihente. j 


62 Now understond, for I yow nought 
requere 

To binde yow to him thorugh no beheste. 
But only that ye make him bettre chere 360 
Than ye han doon er this, and more feste, 
So that his lyf be saved, at the leste 
This al and som, and playnly our entente, 
God helpe me so, I never other mente 364 

63 Lo, this request is not but skile, y-wis, 
Ne doute of reson, pardee, is ther noon 

I sette the worste that ye dredden this. 
Men wolden wondren seen him come or 
goon 

Ther-ayoins answere I thus o-noon, 369 
That every wight, but he be fool of kinde, 
Wol deme it love of freendship in his 
mmde 

64 Wliat ? who wol deme, though he see 
a man 

To temple go, that he the images eteth ? 
Ihenk eek how wel and wysly that he can 
Governe him self, that he no-thing for- 
y eteth, 373 

That, wher he cometh, he prys and thank 
him geteth , 

And eek thcr-to, he shal come here so 
selde. 

What fois were it though al the toun 
behelde ? 

66 Swich love of fieendes regneth al this 
toun , 

And wrye yow in that mantel ever-mo , 
And, god so wis be my savacioun, 381 
As I have seyd, your beste is to do so 
But alwey, goode nece, to stinte his wo. 

So lat your daunger sucred ben a lyte. 
That of his deeth ye be nought for to 
wyte ^ 385 

66 Criseyde, which that herde him in 
this wysc, 

Thoughte, ‘ I shal fele what he meneth, 
y-wis ’ 

‘Now, eem,' quod she, ‘what wolde ye 
devyse. 

What is your reed I sholde doon of this?’ 

‘ That IS wel seyd,’ quod he, ‘ certayn, 
best IS 390 
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That ye him love ayein for his lovinge, 

As love for love is skilful guerdoninge 

67 Thenk eek, how elde wasteth every 
houre 

In eche of yow a party of heautee , 

And theifore, er that age thee devonre, 39^ j 
Go love, for, olde, ther wol no wight of 
thee 

Lat this proverbe a lore un to yow be , 

To late y-war, quod Beautee, whan it 
paste , ’ ' 

And elde daunteth daunger at the laste 

68 The kingos fool is woned to cryen 

loude, 4(X) 

Whan that him thinkcth a womman 
bereth liir hye, 

“ So longe mote ye live, and alio proud e, 
j-'il crowes feet be growo under your yfe. 
And scnde yow thanne a mirour in to 
prye 404 

In whiche ye may see 5- our facea-morwe 
Nece, I bid wisshe yow no more sorwe ’ 

69 With this ho stente, and caste adoun 
the heed. 

And she bigan to breste a-wepe anoon 
And seyde, ‘alias, for v/o’ why ncrc I 
deed? 

For of this world the feith is al agoon ’410 
Allas ' what sholden straunge to me doon. 
When he, that for my boste freend I 
wende, 

Bet me to love, and sholde it me defende ^ 

60 Allas ’ I wolde ban trusted, douteleos, 
That if that I, thurgh my disaventure, 415 
Had loved other him or Achilles, 

Fetor, or any mannes creature. 

Ye nolde han had no mercy ne mesure 
On me, but alwey had me in repreve , 

This false world, alias ’ who may it leve ? 

61 What 9 IS this al the joye and al the 

feste? 421 

Is this your reed, is this my blisful cas ? 

Is this the verray mede of your beheste ? 

Is al this peynted procos seyd, alias ’ 424 
Bight for this fyn ? O lady myn, Pallas ’ 
Thou in this dredful cas for me purveye , 
For so astonied am I that I deye ’ ’ 

I 


62 With that she gan ful sorwfully to 
syke , 

‘ A ' may it be no bet ^ ’ quod Pandarus , 

‘ By god, I shal no-more come here this 
wyke, 43a 

And god to-forn, that am mistrusted thus , 
I see ful wel that ye sette lyte of us. 

Or of our deeth ’ Allas ' I woful wrecche ’ 
Miglite he yet live, of me is nought to 
recche 

63 O cruel god, O dispitouse Marte, 435 
O Furies three of helle, on yow I crye ’ 

So lat me never out of this hous departe, 
If that I mente harm or vilanye ' 

But sith I see my lord mot nodes dye. 
And I with him, here I me shryve, and 
seve 440 

Tliat wilvkedl> ye doon us bothe deye 

64 But sith it lyketh j'Ow that I be 
deed. 

By Neptunus, that god is of the see. 

Fro this forth shal I never eten breed 
Til I myn owene herte blood may see , 445 
For cortayn, I wolc deye as sone as he ^ — 
And up he sterto, and on his wey he 
raughte. 

Til she agayn him by the lappo caughte. 

65 Criseyde, which that wol neigh starf 
for fere. 

So as she was the forfulleste wight 4*50 
That miglite be, and herdo eek with hir 
ere, 

And saw the sorwrful ernest of the knight, 
And in his preyere eek saw noon uniight, 
And for the harm that miglite eek fallen 
more. 

She gan to rewe, and dradde hir wonder 
sore , 455 

66 And thoughte thus, ‘ unhappes fallen 
thikke 

Alday for love, and in swich maner cas. 
As men ben cruel in hem-self and wikke , 
And if this man slee here him-self, alias ’ 
In my presence, it wol bo no solas 460 
What men wolde of hit deme I can nat 
seyo , 

It nedeth me ful sleyly for to pleye ’ 

2 
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67 And with a sorwfnl syk she seyde 
thrye, 

‘ A ’ lord ’ what me is tid a sory chaunc© ’ 
For myn estat now l3d;h m jupartyo, 46^ 
And eok myn ernes lyi tli in balaunco , 
Bnt nathelees, with goddes govoinannce, 

I sh il so doon, mjai honour slial I kepe, 
And eek his lyl and stiiitc loi to uepe 

68 ‘Of harmes two, the Icsse is for to 

chcse , 47‘> 

Yet have I lever maken liim good chere 
In honour, than mj-n ernes lyf to lese , 

Ye seyn, ye no-thing elles me requere?’ 

‘ No, wis,’quod he, ‘myn oweno nece dere ’ 

‘ Now wel,’ quod she, ‘ and I wol doon my 
peyne , 47s 

I shal myn heite ayeins my lust con- 
st reyne, 

69 But that I ml not holden him in 
honde, 

N© love a man, ne can I not, no may 
Ayeins my wil , hut ellc s wol I fonde, 

Myn honour sauf, plcse him fio day to 
day , 4«o 

Ther to nolde I nought ones have seyd naj , 1 
But that I dredde, as in my fintasyc , 

But cesse cause, ay cesseth maJadye 

70 And here I make a protest k loun, 1 
That in this proecs it ye depper go, 48(5: 
That certaynly, tor no savacioun 

Of yow, though th it ye sterve botho two, 
Though al the woild on o day Ik my fo, 

Ne shal I never on him han other 
routhe ’ — 

‘I graunte wel,’ quod P ndare, ‘by my 
trouthe 490 

71 But may I tru&te w( 1 ther-to,’ quod he, 

‘ That, of this thing that yc Iian hight me 

here. 

Ye wol it holden trewly un to me 
‘ Ye, doutelees,’ quod she, ‘ myn uncle 
dere ’ 

‘ Ne that I shal han cause in tins matere,’ 
Quod he, ‘ to pleyne, or after yow to 
preche ?’ 496 

‘Why, no, pardco , what nedeth more 
speche ? ' 


72 Tho lillcn they in other© tales glacte 
Til at the laste, ‘ O good eem," quod she 

tho, 

‘For love of god, which that us bothc 
made, 

Tel me how first ye wisten of his wo 
Wot noon of hit but ye?’ He se:yde, 
‘ no ’ 

‘ Can he wcl speko of love ? ’ quod she, 
‘ I jireye, 

Til me, for I the bi t me shal pui veye ’ 

73 Tho Pandarus a litcl gan to smylo. 
And seyde, ‘by my tiouiiie, I shal yow 

telle ^06 

This other da>, nought gon ful longe 
whyle, 

Tn-with the p ilcys-gardjui, by a welle, 
(ran he and I wel half a day to dwelle, 
Eight for to speken of an ordenaunoe, snJ 
How we the Giekes mighte disavauncc 

74 Sone after that bigonne wo to lipe, 
And casten with our dartes to and fio, 
Til at the list© he seyde, he wolde sltpe. 
And on the gres a-doun ho leyde him tho , 
\nd I after gan romo to and fro 516 
Til that I herde, as that I welk allone, 
How he bigan ful wofully to grone 

75 Tho gan I stalke him softely biliindc, 
And sikerly, the sotho for to seyne, 520 
As I can clepe ayein now to my minde. 
Eight thus to Love ho gan him for to 

pleyne , 

He seyde, “lord* have routhe up-on my 
peyne, 

Al have I been rebel in myn entente , 
Now, 7/iea culpa, lord ’ I me repent© ^25 

76 O god, that at thy disposicioun 
Ledest the fyn, by juste purvcyaunce. 

Of every wight, my lowe confessioun 
Accepte in giee, and send me swich 

penaunce 

As lyketh thee, but from desesperaunce. 
That may my goost departe awey fro thee, 
Tliou be my shcld, for thy benignitee 

77 For certes, lord, so sore hath she me 
wounded 

That stod in blak, with loking of hir y^n, 
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That to myn liertes hotme it is y-sounded, 
Thorugh which I woot that I mot nodes 
dyen , 536 

This IS the worste, I dar me not bi-wryen , 
And wel the hotter been the gledes redo, 
That men hem wryen with asshen pale 
and dedo ” 

78 With that he smoot his heed adoun 

anoon, S40 

And gan to metre, I noot what, trewely 
And I with that gan stiUe awey to goon, 
And leet ther-of as no-thing wist hadde I 
And come ayein anoon and stood him by, 
And seyde, “a-wahe, ye slepen al to 
longe , ^4S 

It someth nat that love dootli yow longe, 

79 That slepen so that no man may yow 
wake 

Wlio sey ever or this so diil a man ? ” 

“Ye, f reend,” quod he, “ do ye your hedes 
ake 

For love, and lat me liven as I can ” ')s;o 

But though that he lor wo was pale and 
wan. 

Yet made he tho as fresh a contenaunce 
As though he shulde have led the newe 
daunce 

80 This passed forth, til now, this other 
day, 

It fel that I com rommg al allone 
Into his chaumbre, and lend how that he 
lay 

I’^p on his bed , but man so sore grone 
Ne herde I never, and what that was his 
mono, 

Ne wiste 1 nought , for, as I was cominge, 
Al sodeynly he lefte his complejuiinge 56<i 

81 Of which I took somwhat suspecioun, 
And noer I com, and fond he woiito sore , 
And god so wis be my savacioun. 

As never of thing hadde I no routhe moie 
For neither with engyn, ne with no lore, 
TJnethes mighte I fro the deeth him 
kepe , 500 

That yet lele I myn herte for him wepe 

82 And god wot, never, sith that I was 
born, 

Was I so bisy no man for to preclie, 


Ne never was to wight so depe y-swom, 
Or he me tolde who mighte been his 
leche t>7i 

But now to yow rehersen al his spoche. 
Or alle his woful wordes for to soune, 

Ne bid me not, but ye wol see me swowne 

83 But for to save his lyf, and elles 

nought, =^7=^ 

And to non harm of yow, thus am I 
driven , 

And for the love of god that us hath 
wrought, 

Swicli chere him dooth, that he and I 
may liven 

Now have I plat to yow myn herte 
schriven , S79 

And sin ye woot th it myn entente is dene, 
T ik hede ther-of, for I non yvcl mone 

84 And right good thrift, I pray to god, 
have ye, 

That hail swich oon y-caught with oute 
net , 

And bo ye wis, as ye ben fair to see, 

Wel in tho ring than is tho ruby set 585 
Ther were never two so wel y-met, 

Wlian ye ben his al hool, as he is youre 
Thcr mighty god yet graunte us see that 
houre ’ ’ 

85 ‘ Nay, therof spak I not, a, ha ’ ' quod 
she, 

‘ As helpo me god, yo shenden every deel ' ’ 

‘ O meity, deie nece,’ anoon quod he, 'jqi 
‘ What-so I spak, I mente nought but 
weel, 

Bv Mars the god, that helmed is of steel. 
Now beth nought -wiootli, mi blood, mj 
nece dere ’ 

‘Now wel,’ quod she, ‘foryeven be it here ' ’ 

bb With this ho took his lei e, and boom 
he wente , *:q6 

And loid, how he was glad and wel bi- 
goon ’ 

Crisevde aroos, no longer she ne stento. 
But straught in-to hir closet wente anoon, 
And sette here doun as stille as any stoon. 
And every word gan up and doun to 
windo, 601 

That he hndde se>d, as it com hir to 
mmde , 
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87 And wex somdel astonicd in hir 
thought, 

Right for the newe cas , but whan that 
she 

Was fal avysed, tho fond she right nought 
Of peril, why she oughte afered bo 606 
For man may love, of possibilitee, 

A womman so, his herte may to-breste. 
And she nought love ayein, but-if hir leste 

88 But as she sat allone and thoughte 

thus, 610 

Th’asory aroos at skarmish al with-oute. 
And men cryde in the strete, ‘ see, Troilus 
Hath right now put to flight the Orekes 
route ’ ’ 

With that gan al hir meynee for to shoute, 
‘ A ’ go we see, caste up the latis wyde , 
For thurgh this strete he moot to palays 
ryde , 616 

89 For other wey is fro the yate noon 
Of Dardanus, ther open is the cheyne ’ 
With that com he and al his folk anoon 
An esy pas rydinge, in routes tweyne, 620 
Right as his happy day was, sooth to seyne. 
For which, men say, may nought dis- 
turbed bo 

That shal bityden of necessitee. 

90 This Troilus sat on his baye stede, 

Al armed, save his heed, ful richely, 62% 
And wounded was his hors, and gan to 

blede, 

On whiche he rood a pas, ful softely , 

But swich a knightly sighte, trewely. 

As was on him, was nought, with-outen 
faile, 629 

To loke on Mars, that god is of batayle 

91 So lyk a man of armes and a knight 
He was to seen, fulfild of heigh prowesse , 
For bothe he hadde a body and a might 
To doon that thing, as wel as hardinesse , 
And eek to seen him in his gere him 

dresse, 635 

So fresh, so yong, so weldy somed he, 

It was an heven up-on him for to see 

92 His helm to-hewen was in twenty 
places, 

That by a tissew heng, his bak bihinde, 


His sheld to-dasshed was with swerdes 
and maces, 640 

In which men mighte many an arwe 
finde 

That thirled hadde horn and nerf and 
rinde , 

And ay the peple cryde, ‘ here cometh our 

And, next his brother, holdere up of 
Troye ’ ’ 

93 For which he wex a litel reed for 

shame, 64'? 

Whan ho the peple up-on him herde 
cryen, 

That to biholde it was a noble game. 

How sobreliche he caste doun his yc^n 
Cryseyda gan al his chere aspyen. 

And leet so softe it in hir herte sinke, 650 
That to hir-self she seyde, ‘ who yaf me 
dnnke ? ’ 

94 For of hir owene thought she wex al 
reed, 

Remembringe hir right thus, ‘ lo, this is 
he 

Which that myn undo swereth he moot 
be deed, 

But I on him have mercy and pitee , ’ 6e;5 
And with that thought, for pure a-shamed, 
she 

Gan in hir heed to pulle, and that as 
faste, 

Whyl he and al the peple for-by paste, 

95 And gan to caste and rollen up and 
doun 

With-inne hir thought his excellent 
prowesse, 660 

And his estat, and also his renoun. 

His wit, his shap, and eek his gentilesse , 
But most hir favour was, for his distresse 
Was al for hir, and thoughte it was a 
routlie 

To sleen swich oon, if that he mento 
trouthe 665 

96 N ow mighte som envyous j angle thus, 

‘ This was a sodeyn love, how mighte it be 
That she so lightly lovede Troilus 
Right for the firste sighte , ye, pardee V 
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Now who-so seyth so, mote he never 
thee ’ 670 

For every thing, a ginning hath it nede 
Er al ho wrought, with-outen any drede 

97 Fori soy nought that she so sodeynly 
Yaf him hir love, but that she gan encljiie 
To lyke him first, and I have told yow 

why, 67<> 

And after that, his manhod and Ins pvne 
Made love with-inne hir for to myne. 

For which, by proces and by good servyso, 
He gat hir love, and in no sodeyn wv se 

98 And also blisful Venus, wel araycd, 6S0 
Sat in hir sevonthe hous of hcvene tho. 
Disposed wel, and \vith aspectes payed. 

To helpen sely Troilus of his wo 

And, sooth to seyn, she nas nat al a fo 
To Troilus in his nativitee , 68*5 

God woot that wel tho soner spodde he 

99 Now lat us stinte of Troilus a throwe, 
That rydoth forth, and lat us tourne faste 
Un-to Criseyde, that heng hir hoed lul 

lowe, 

Ther-as she sat allone, and gan to < aste 600 
Wher-on she wolde apoynte hir at the 
laste, 

If it so were hir eem ne wolde cesse, 

For Tioilus, up-on hir for to presse 

100 And, lord ' so she gan in liii thought 
argue 

In this matere of which I ha\e jow 
told, 69<> 

And what to doon best were, and what 
eschue. 

That plyted she ful ofte in many fold 
Now was hir herte warm, now was it cold. 
And what she thoughte somwhat shal I 
wryte. 

As to myn auctor listeth for to endyte 71x1 

101 She thoughte wel, that Troilus per- 
sone 

She knew by sighte and eek his gentil- 
lesse, 

And thus she seyde, ‘ al were it nought to 
done, 

To graunte him love, yet, for his worthi- 1 
nesse. 


It were honour, with pley and with glad- 
nesse, 705 

In honestee, with swich a lord to dele. 
For myn estat, and also for his hele 

102 Eek, wel wot I my kinges sone is he, 
And sitli he hath to see me swich delyt, 
If I wolde utterly lus sighte flee, 710 
Paraunter ho mighto have me in dispyt, 
Thurgh which I miglite stonde in worse 
p^yt, 

Now wore I wys, me hate to purchaco, 
With-outcn nede, ther I may stonde in 
grace ^ 

10*1 111 every thing, I woot, ther lytli 
niesuie 715 

For though a man forbede dronkenesse, 
He nought foi bet that every creature 
Be drinkelees for alwey, as I gesse , 

Eek sitli I woot for mo is his distresse, 

1 ne oughto not lor that thing him des- 
pyse, 7-0 

Sitli it is so, he moneth in good wj^sc 

104 And eek I knowe, of longe tyme 
agoon, 

His thewes goode, and that he is not n>( e 
Ne avauntoui, seyth men, certein, is he 
noon , 

To wys is he to do so gret a vyce , 725 

Ne als I nel him never so chcryce, 

That he may make iv aunt, by juste cause, 
He shal me nev or binde in swiclie a clause. 

10 j Now set a cas, the hardest is, y-wis, 
Mon mighten dome that ho loveth me 730 
What dishonour were it un-to me, this ? 
May I him lette of that ? why nay, pardee ’ 
I knowe also, and alday here and see. 

Men loven wommon al this toun aboute , 
Bo they the wers’ "wlij, nay, with-outen 
doute 735 

106 I theiik eek how he able is for to 
have 

Of al this noble toun the thnftieste. 

To been his love, so she hir honour save, 
I or out and out he is the worthieste, 7^9 
Save only Ector, which that is the beste 
And yet his lyf al lyth now in my cure, 
But swich IS love, and eek myn aventurei, 
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107 Ne me to love, a wonder is it nought , 
For wel wot I my-solf, so god me spedo, 
A 1 woldelthat noon wistd of this thought, 
I am oon the fayreste, out of drede, 746 
And goodlieste, who-so taketh hede , 

And so men seyn in al the toun of Troye 
What wonder is it though he of me have 

joye? 

108 I am m’vn o^\ene woman, vel at ese, 
I thanke it god, as after myn estat , ye;i 
Eight yong, and stonde unteyd in lusty 

lose, 

With-outon jalousyo or swich debat, 

Shal noon housbonde s<:\n to mo “chek 
mat ’ ” 

For either thei ben ful of jalousye, 7^5 

Or maisterful, or loyen noveliye 

109 Wliat shal I doon’ to what f>n liye 
I thus 9 

Shal I nut lo\en, m cas if that mo leste? 
What, par clicm ’ I am nought religious^ 
And though that I mjn herto sette at 
resto 7O0 

Upon this knight, that I's the vorthieste 
And kcpo alwcy m>n honour and mj 
name. 

By alle right, it nia'v do me no bhamo ’ 

110 But right ab whan the sonnc shynctli 
brighte. 

In March, that cliaungeth ofte tjme his 
face, 765 

And that a cloud is put with wind to 
flighte 

hich over-spiat the sonne as for a space, 
A cloudy thought gan thorugh hii soule 
pace. 

That oyer-spraddo hir })rjghte thoughtcb 
alle. 

So that for fere almobt slif gan to talle 770 

111 That thought was this, ‘alias’ sm 
I am flee, 

Sholde I now loye, and putto in juiiartye 
My sikernesse, and thrallen libcrtee ? 
Allas’ how dorste I thenken that folye’ 
May I nought wel in other folk asjiye 77^ 
Hir dredful joye, hir constreynt, and liir 
peyne ? 

Ther loyeth noon, that she nath why to 
pleyne 


112 For love is yet the moste stormy lyf, 
Right of him-self, that ever was bigonne , 
For ever som mistrust, or nyce stryf, 780 
Ther is in love, som cloud is over the 

sonne 

Thcr-to we wrecched wommen no-thing 
conne. 

Whin us 18 wo, but wepo and sitte and 
thinke , 

Our wreche is this, our owene wo to 
drinke 

113 Also these wikked tongcs been so 

prebt 785 

To speke us harm, eek men bo so untrcwe, 
That, right anoon as cessed is hir lest. 

So cesseth love, and forth to love a ncwe 
But harm y doon, is doon, who-so it rewe 
For though these men for love hem first 
to-rende, 790 

Ful sharp biginning brcketh ofte at endo 

114 How ofte tyrne hath it y-knowcn be, 

The treson, that to womman hath be do I 
To what fyn is swich love, I can nat sec. 
Or wher bicomth it, whan it is ago , 795 

Ther is no wight that woot, I trowo so, 
Wher it bicomth, lo, no wight on it 

spornoth , 

That erst was no-thing, 111-to nought it 
torncth 

1 15 How bisy, if I lo\ e, eek mosti I be 
lo plescn hem that jangle of love, and 

demen, hco 

\nd coye hem, that they sey non harm of 
me ? 

lor though ther be no cause, yet hem 
semen 

Al be for harm that folk hir freendes 
quemen , 

A.nd who maystoppen every wikked ton ge. 
Or soun of belles whyl that they be 
ronge ? ’ 805 

116 And after that, hir thought bigan to 
clere. 

And soyde, ‘ he which that no-thmg 
under-takoth, 

No-thing ne acheveth, be him looth or 
dere ’ 
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And with an other thought hir herte 
quaketh , 

Than slepeth hope, and after dreed 
awaketh , 8io 

Now hoot, now cold , but thus, bi-twixen 
tweye, 

She rist hir uj), and went hir for to pleye 

117 Adoun the sttyre anoon-right tho 
she wente 

In-to the gardiii, with hir neces three, 
And up and doun ther made man\ a 
wente, 815 

Flexippe, she, Tharbe, and Antigone, 

To pleyen, that it joye was to see , 

And othere of hir wommen, a gret route, 
Hir folwede in the gaidin al aboute 

IIS This yerd was 1 irge, and lajlcd ille 
the aleyos, 820 

And shadwed wd witii blosmy bowts 
giene. 

And benched iiowo, and sondcd alle the 
wtyes. 

In which she walketh arm in aim bi- 
twene , 

Til at the laste Antigone the sheno 
Oan on a Trojan song to singe cleic, 8.5 
Thit it an he\en was hu \oys to heie — 

119 She seydt , ‘O love, to whom I ha\e 
and shal 

Bon humble subgit, trewe 111 niyn entente, 
As I best can, to \ow, lord, yc\e ich al 
Forever moie,mynhGrteslustto rente Syi 
For ne\er >et thy giai 0 no wight sente 
So blisful cause as me, my ht to lede 
In alle joye and seui*tee, out of drede 

120 Ye, blisful god, ban me so wel beset 
In love, y -wis, that al that bei eth lyf 8 ^5 
Imaginen ne cowde how to ben bet , 

For, lord, with-outen jalousye or stryf, 

I lo\ e oon which that is most ententyt 
To serven wel, unwery or unfe5aied. 

That evei was, and leest with harm dis- 
treyned S40 

121 As he that is the welle of worthinesse, 
Of trouthe ground, mirour of goodliheed. 
Of wit Appollo, stoon of sikernesse. 

Of vertu rote, of lust findeie and heed. 


Thurgh which is alle sorwe fro me deed, 84 e; 
Y-wis, I love him best, so doth he me , 
Now good thrift have he, wher-so that he 
bo * 

122 Wliom sholde I thanke but yow, god 
of love. 

Of al this blisse, in which to bathe I 
ginne ^ 

And thanked be ve, lord, for that Hove ’ 850 
This is the nghtc Ivf that I am inno 
To flemcn alle manere vyco and smne 
This doth mo so to veitu foi to entende. 
That day by day I in my wil amende 

123 And who so sc\tli that for to love is 

vyce, 8^!; 

Or thraldom, though he felo in it dis- 
tresse, 

He outlier is en\ yous, or right nyce. 

Or IS unmightv, for his shrewednesse. 

To loven , for swic h manor folk, I gesse, 
Dcfamen love, as no thing of him know e, 
The> speken, but they bente never his 
bowc 86 1 

124 Wliat is the sonne wers, of kinde 
iighte, 

Though that i man, foi ftblesse of his 
>en. 

May nought enduie on it to see for 
brighte ^ 

Or love the weis, though wiecc lies on it 
civeii'^ 86;; 

No wele is woitli, tint mav no sorwe 
diyen 

And for-thy, who that hath an heed ot 
\ erre. 

Fro cast of stones war him in the werie ’ 

125 But I with al myn herte and al mv 

might, 869 

As I have seyd, wol love, un-to mv laste, 
My dere herte, and al mjii owene knigh*-. 
In which myn herte growen is so faste. 
And his in me, that it shal ever laste 
Al dredde I first to love him to biginne, 
Now woot I wel, ther is no peril inne ’ 875 

126 And of hir song 1 ight w ith that word 
slie stente. 

And therwith-al, ‘now, nece,’ quod Cri- 
seyde, 
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‘Who made this song with so good en- 
tente ? * 

Antigone answerde anoon, and seydo, 

‘ Ma dame, y-wis, the goodlieste mayde 880 
Of greet estat in al the toun of Troye , 
And let hir lyf in most honour and joye ’ 

127 ‘Forsothe, so it semeth by hir song,’ 
Quod tho Criseyde, and gan ther-with to 

syke, 

And seyde, ‘lord, is there swich blisse 
among 885 

These lovers, as they conne faire endyte? ’ 
‘Ye, wis,’ quod fresh Antigone the whyte, 
‘For alle the folk that han or been on lyve 
Ne conne wel the blisse of love discryve 

128 But wene ye that every wrecche 

woot 890 

The parfit blisse of love? why, nay, y-wis, 
They wenen il be love, if oon be hoot , 

Do wey, do wey, they woot no-tlimg of 
this ’ 

Men mosten axe at seyntes if it is 
Aught fair in hevene, why? for they 
conne telle, 895 

And axen fendes, is it foul in belle ’ 

129 Criseyde un-to that purpos nought 
answerde, 

But seyde, ‘y-wis, it wol bo night as 
faste ’ 

But every word which that she of hir 
herde, 

She gan to prenten in hir herte faste, 900 
And ay gan love hir lasse for to agaste 
Than it dide erst, and smken in hir liorte, 
That she wex somwhat able to converte 

130 The dayes honour, and tho hevonesyti. 
The nightes fo, al this clepe I the sonne, 905 
Gan westren faste, and dounward for to 

wrye, 

As he that hadde his dayes cours y-ronno , 
And whyte thinges wexen dimme and 
donne 

For lak of light, and sterres for to appere. 
That she and al hir folk in wente y-fere 

181 So whan it lyked hir to goon to reste. 
And voyded weren they that voyden 
oughte, 91a 


She seyde, that to slepe wel hir leste 
Hir wommen sone til hir bed hir broughte 
Whan al was bust, than lay she stille, and 
thoughte 915 

Of al this thing the manere and the wyse 
Beherce it nedeth nought, for ye ben wyse 

132 A nightingale, upon a cedre grene, 
Under the chambre-wal ther as she lay, 
Ful loude sang ayem the mone shene, 920 
Paraunter, in his bnddes wyse, a lay 

Of love, that made hir herte fresh and gay 
That herkned she solonge in good entente. 
Til at the laste the dede sleep hir hente 

133 And, as she sleep, anoon-right tho 

hir mette, 925 

How that an egle, fethered whyt as boon. 
Under hir brest his longe clawes sette, 
And out hir herte he lente, and that 
a-noon, 

And dide his herte in-to hir brest to goon, 
Of which she nought agroos ne no-thing 
smerte, 9^0 

And forth he fleigh, with herte left for 
herte 

134 Now lat hir slepe, and we our tales 
holde 

Of Tioilus, that IS to paleys riden. 

Fro the scarmuch, of the whiche I tolde. 
And in his chambre sit, and hath abiden 
Til two or three of his messages yeden 936 
For Pandarus, and sough ten him ful faste, 
Til they him founde, and broughte him at 
the laste 

135 This Pandarus com leping in at ones 
And seide thus, ‘who hath ben wel y-bete 
To-day with swerdes, and with slinge- 

stones, 941 

But Troiliis, that hath caught him an 
hete ?’ 

And gan to jape, and seyde, ‘ lord, so ye 
swete ’ 

But rys, and lat us soupe and go to reste,’ 
And he answerde him, ‘ do we as thee 
leste ’ 945 

136 With al the haste goodly that they 
mighte. 

They spedde hem fro the souper un-to 
bedde , 
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And every wig-ht out at the doro him How shal this longe tyme a-wey be driven, 
dighto, Til that thou bo ayem at hir li o me ? 

And wher him list upon his wey he Thou mayst answere, “a-byd, a-byd,” but 
spedde , he 985 

But Troilus, that thoughte hia herto Thathangethbythenelvke, soothtoseyne, 


blodde 950 

For wo, til that he herde som tydmge, 

He seyde, ‘ freend, shal I now wepe or 
singe ? ’ 

137 Quod Pandarua, dy stillo, and lat me 
slope, 

And don thyn hood, thy nedes spedde be , 
And chese, it thou wolt singe or daunce or 
lope , 9=;^ 

At short e wordes, thow shalt trowe me — 
hire, my iiece wol do wel by thee. 

And love thee best, by god and by my 
trouthe, 

But lak of jiursuit make it in thy slouthe 

138 For thus ferforth I have thy woik 

bigonne, 960 

Fro day to day, til this da-^ , by the morwe. 
Hit love ol freendship have X to thee 
wonne. 

And also hath she leyd hir feyth to borwe 
Algato a foot is hamoled of thy sorwe ’ 
What sholde I lenger sermon of it holde 
As ye han herd bifore, aX he him tolde 966 

139 But right as floures, thoiugli the 
colde of night 

Y-closed, stoupen on hir stalkes lowe, 
Redressen hem a yem the sonne bright, 
And spreden on hir kinde cours by lowe , 
Right so gan tho his eyen up to throwo 971 
This Troilus, and seyde, ‘ O Venus dore. 
Thy might, thy grace, y-heried be it here ’ ' 

140 And to Pandare he held up bothe his 
hondes. 

And seyde, ‘ lord, al thyn be that I have , 975 
For I am hool, al brosten been my bondes , 
A thousand Troians who so that me yave, 
Eche after other, god so wis me save, 

Ne mighte me so gladen , lo, myn herte, 

It spredeth so for joye, it wol to-sterto ’ 980 

141 But lord, how shal I doon, how shal 
I liven ? 

Whan shal I next my dere horte see ? 


In grete disese abydoth for the peyne ’ 

142 ‘ Al esily, now, for the love of Marte,’ 
Quod Pandarus, ‘ for e\ ery thing hath 
tyme , 989 

So longe abyd til that the night departe , 
For al so siker as thow lyst here by me. 
And god toforn, I wol be there at pryme, 
“Vnd for thy woi k soinwhat as I shal seye, 
' Or on som other wight this charge leye 
! 

I 143 For pardee, god wot, I have ever 

I 99 '> 

i Bon rcdy thee to serve, and to this night 
, Have I nought fajmed, but emforth my 
wit 

I Don al thy lust, and sh<il with al my 
I might 

Do now as I shal seye, and fare a-right , 

, And if thou 111 It, wyde al thy-self thy care, 
On mo is nought along thyn y\ el fare looi 

j 1 44 I woot wol that thow w yser art than I 
A thousand fold, but if I were as thou, 

I God holpe me so, as I wolde outiel>, 

I Right of myn owene hond, wr\t0 hir 
right now 1005 

\ lettre, in which I wolde hir tcllcn how 
I ferde amis, and hir boseche of routhe , 
Now help thy-self, and leve it not for 
slouthe 

145 And I my-solf shal thor with to hir 
goon , 

And whan thou wost that I im with hir 
there, 1010 

Worth thou up on a courser right anoon, 
Ye, hardily, right 111 thy beste gere, 

1 And ryd forth by tho place, as nought ne 
I were, 

I And thou shalt finde us, if I may, sittmge 
' At som windows, in-to the strete lokinge 

146 And if thee list, than maystow us 

saluwe, 1016 

And up-on me makb thy contenaunce , 
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But, by thy lyf, bo war and faste esohuwo 
To tarien ought, god shilde us fro mis- 
chaunce ’ 

Ryd forth thy wov, and hold thy govcrn- 
aunce , iojo 

And we shal spoke of thee som-what, I 
trowe. 

Whan thou art goon, to do thyne ercs 
glowe ’ 

147 douching thy Icttre, thou art yvys 

y-nough, 10-? 

I woot thow nilt it digneliche endytc , 

As make it with thiso 'iigumentes tough , 
Ne scrivenish or craftily thou it wr>te, 
Beblotte it with thy teres eek a lyte , 

And if thou wryte a goodly word al softe. 
Though it be good, reherce it not to ofte 

148 For though the bcste harpour upon 

lyve 10^0 

Wolde on the beste sounod joly harpe 
That ever was, vith alle his lingrcs tyvo, 
Touche ay o strong, or ay o wcrbul h irpe. 
Were his nayles poynted never so sharpo, 
Tt shulde maken every wight to duUe, 

To here his glee, and of his strokes fullc 

149 Ne )ompre eek no discord lunt thing 
y-fere, 

As thus, to usen teimcs of phis>k , 

In loves termes, hold of thy mate re 
The forme alwey, and do that it bo 
lyk , 1040 

For if a peyntour wolde peynte a p>k 
With asses feet, ind hede it as an ai)e, 

It cordeth nought , so nerc it but a jape ’ 

150 This counseyl l-ykcd wel to Troilus, 
But, as a dreedful lover, he seyde this — 

‘ Allas, my dere brother Pandarus, 1046 
I am ashamed for to wryte, y-wis, 

Lest of myn innocence I seyde a-mis, 

Or that she noldo it for despyt receyve , 
Thanno were I deed, ther mighte it no- 
thing weyve ’ lo'o 

161 To that Pandare answerde, ‘ if thee 
lest, 

Bo that I seye, and lat me therwith goon , 
For by that lord that formed est and west, 

I hope of it to bnnge answere anoon 


Right of hir hond, and if that thou nilt 
I noon, ios;5 

j Lat bo , and soiy mote he been his lyve, 

' Aycins thy lust that holpeth thee to 
j thryve ’ 

I 1 52 Quod Troilus, ‘ Dc pai dteur, I assente , 

' ‘^in that thee hst, I will aryse and wryte , 
And blisful god preyo ich, with good 
entente, 1060 

The vyage, and the 1 ( ttre I shal endyte, 
So specie it , and thou, Minerva, the whyte, 

I Yif thou me wit my lettre to devyse ’ 

' And sette him doun, and wroot right in 
I this wysc — 

! 153 First ho gan hir his righte lady 
j calle, 1065 

I His holies Ivf, his lust, his sorwes lechc, 

' His blisse, and eek this otliere termes 
alle, 

That in swich cas these loveres alio seche, 
And in ful humble wyse, as in his speche, 
He gan him recomaunde un-to hir grace, 

I To telle al how, it axeth muchel space 1071 

] 

154 And after this, ful lowly he hir 
prayde 

To bo nought wrooth, though he, of his 
lolye, 

So hardy was to hir to wryte, and seyde. 
That love it made, or dies moste he dye. 
And pitously gan mercy for to erv e , 107(1 

And after that he seyde, and ley ful loude, 
Him-sdf was litel worth, and lesse he 
coude , 

I 155 And that she sholdo han his conning 
excused, 

Tliat litd was, and eek he dredde hir so, 
And his unworthmesse ho ay acused , 108 r 
And after that, than gan he telle his wo , 
But that was enddes, with-outen ho 
And seyde, he wolde in trouthe alwey him 
holde 

And ladde it over, and gan the lettre 
foldo 1085 

156 And with his salto teres gan h e bathe 
The ruby m his signet, and it sette 
Upon the wex deliverliche and rathe , 
Ther-with a thousand tymes, ei he lette, 
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He kiste tho the lettre that he shette, 1090 
And seyde, ‘ lettre, a hlisful dostenee 
Thee shapen is, my lady shal thee see * 

157 This Pandare took the lettre, and 
that by tyme 

A-morwe, and to lus necos palcys sterte, 
And faste he swoor, that it was passed 
pryxno, loo*) 

And gan to jape, and seyde, ‘ y-wis, myn 
herte. 

So fresh it is, al-thongh it sore smerte, 

I may not slope never a Mayes morwe , 

I have a joly wo, a lusty sorwe ’ 

158 Criseyde, whan that she hir unde 

herde, 1100 

With dreedful herte, and desiious to here 
Tlie cause of his cominge, thus inswerde, 
‘Now by jour feyth, myn untlo,^ quod 
she, ‘dere, 

What maner windos gydoth yow now 
hero ? 1 104 

Tel us jour ]oly wo and your penaunce. 
How ferlorth he ye put in loves daunce ’ 

159 ‘ By god,’ qu()d he, ‘ I hoppe alwoy 
bihindo ' ’ 

And she to-laugh, it thoughte hir herte 
breste 

Quod Pandarus, ‘ loke alwoy that ye finde 
Game in myn hood, but herkneth, if yow 
leste , mo 

Ther is right now come in-to tounea geste, 
A Greek espye, and telleth iiewe thinges. 
For which come I to telle jow tjdinges 

160 Into the gardin go we, and we shal 
here, 

A1 prevely, of this a long sermoun ’ 11 

With that they wenten arm m arm y-feie 
In-to the gardin from the chaumbi e doun 
And whan that he so for was that the 
soun 

Of that he speke, no man here mighte. 

Ho seyde hii thus, and out the lettre 
plight e, 11-0 

161 ‘ Lo, he that is al hoolly youres free 
Him reconiaundeth lowly to your grace, 
And sent to you this lettre here by me , 
Avysoth you on it, whan ye han space. 


And of som goodly answere yow purchace , 
Or, helpe mo god, so plejmly for to seyne. 
He may not longe liven for his peyne ’ 

162 Ful drcdfully tho gan she stondo 
stille. 

And took it nought, but al hir humble 
chere 

Gan for to chaunge, and seyde, ‘ sent ne 
bille, 1130 

For love of god, that toucheth swich 
mateie, 

Ne brmg me noon , and also, uncle 
dere. 

To myn estat have more reward, I preye, 
Tlian to his lust , what sholde I more 
seye ? 

163 And loketh now if this be leson- 

able, 1 13s 

And lettetli nought, for favour ne for 
slouthe. 

To seyn a sooth , now were it oovenable 
1 o myn estat, by god, and by your trouthe. 
To taken it, or to han of him routhe. 

In harming of my-self or in 1 epreve ? 1140 
Bor it a ycin, lor him that j e on le^c ’ ’ 

164 This Pandanis gan on hir for to 
stare. 

And seyde, ‘ now i'? this the grettest 
wonder 

That ever I sey ’ 1 it bo this nj ce fare ’ 

To deothe mote T smite n be with thonder. 
If, for the citoe which that stondeth 
yonder, 1146 

Wolde I a lettre un-to yow brmge or take 
To harm of j ow , what list j ow thus it 
make ? 

165 But thus ye faren, wel neigh alle and 
some, 

That he that most desireth yow to serve, 
Of him ye recche leest wher he bicome. 
And whether that he live or elles steive 
But for al that that over I may deserve. 
Refuse it nought,’ quod he, and hente hii 
faste, 

And in hii bosom tho lettre doun he 
thraste, i ‘ SS 
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166 And seyde bir, ‘now cast it away 
anoon, 

That folk may seen and ganren on us 
tweye ' 

Quod she, ‘ I can abyde til they be goon,’ 
And gan to smyle, and seyde him, ‘ oem, 
I preye, 

Swich answere as yow list your self pur- 
vey e, 1160 

For trewely I nil no lettre wryte ’ 

‘ No ? than wol I,’ quod he, ‘ so ye endyte ’ 

167 Therwith she lough, and seyde, ‘ go 
we dyne ’ 

And he gan at him-self to jape faste, 1164 
And seyde, ‘ nece, I have so greet a pyne 
For love, that every other day I faste ’ — 
And gan his beste japes forth to caste , 
And made hir so to laughe at his folye, 
That she lor laughter wende for to dye 

168 And whan that she was comen in-to 

halle, 1170 

‘ Now, eem ’ quod she, ‘ we wol go dyne 
anoon , ’ 

And gan some of hir women to hir calle. 
And streyght in-to hir chaumbre gan she 
goon , 

But of hir besinesses, this was oon 
A-monges othere thinges, out of drede, 

Ful prively this lettre for to rede , 1176 

169 Avysed word by word in every lyne. 
And fond no lak, she thoughte he coude 

good, 

And up it putte, and went liir m to dyne 
And Pandarus, that in a study stood, 1 180 
Er he was war, she took him by the 
hood, 

And seyde, ‘ye were caught or that yo 
wiste , ’ 

‘I vouche saufj’quod he, ‘do what yow 
liste ’ 

170 Tho wesshen they, and sette hem 
doun and ete , 

And after noon ful sleyly Pandarus 118^ 
Gan drawe him to the window next the 
strete, 

And seyde, ‘ nece, who hath arayed thus 
The yonder hous, that stant afor-yeyn us? ’ | 


‘ Which hoas ? ’ quod she, and gan for to 
biholde. 

And knew it wel, and whos it was him 
tolde, 1190 

171 And fillen forth in speche of thinges 
smale, 

And seten in the window bothe tweye 
Whan Pandarus saw tyme un-to his tale, 
And saw wel that hir folk were alle 
aweye, 

‘ Now, nece myn, tel on,’ quod he, ‘ I 
seye, iiQ*? 

How lyketh yow the lettre that ye woot ? 
Can he ther-on’ for, by my trouthe, I 
noot ’ 

172 Therwith al rosy hewed tho wex she. 
And gan to humme, and seyde, ‘ so I 

trowe ’ 

‘ Aquyte him wel, for goddes love,’ quod 
he , 1200 

‘ My-self to medes wol the lettre sowo,’ 
And held his hondes up, and sat on 
knowe, 

‘ Now, goode nece, be 1+ never so lyte, 

Yif me the labour, it to sowe and plyte ' 

173 ‘Ye, for I can so wryte,’ quod she 

tho , 120^ 

‘ And eck I noot what I sholde to him 
seye ’ 

‘ Naj, nece,’ quod Pandare, ‘ sey not so , 
Yet at the leste thanketh him, I proye. 
Of his good wil, and doth him not to deye 
Now for the love of me, my nece dere, 1210 
Refuseth not at this tyme my preyere ’ 

174 ‘ Depar-dieux' quod she, ‘ god love al 
be wel ’ 

God helpe me so, this is the firste lettre 
That ever I wroot, ye, al or any del ’ 

And in-to a closet, for to a^’yse hir bettre, 
She wente allone, and gan hir herte un- 
fettre 1216 

Out of disdaynes prison but a lyte, 

And sette hir doun, and gan a lettre wryte, 

176 Of which to telle in short is myn 
entente 1219 

Th’efFeot, as fer as I can understonde — 
She thonked him of al that he wel memte 
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Towardes hir, but liolden bun in honde 
She nolde nought, ne make hir-selven 
bonde 

In love, but as his suster, him to plese, 
She wolde fayn , to doon his herte an ese 

176 She shette it, and to Pandarus gan 

goon, 1226 

There as he sat and loked in-to strete, 
And doun she sette hir by him on a stoon 
Of jaspre, up-on a quisshin gold y-bete, 
And seyde, ‘as msly helpe me god the 
grete, 1230 

I never dide a thing with more peyno 
Than wryte this, to which ye me con- 
streync , ^ 

177 And took it him he thonked hir 
and seyde, 

‘ G-od woot, of thing ful ofte looth bigonne 
Cometh ende good, and noco myn, Cii- 
styde, 123'j 

That yo to him of hard now ben y wonne 
Oughte he be glad, by god and yonder 
Sonne ’ 

For-why men seyth, “ impressioun[e]s 
lighte 

Ful lightly been ay red3 to the flighte ” 

178 But yo han pleyod tyraunt neigh to 

longe, 1240 

And hard was it your lierto for to grave , 
Now stmt, that ye no longer on it honge, 
A 1 wolde ye the forme of daunger save 
But hasteth yow to doon him joye have , 
For trusteth wtl, to longe y-doon hard- 
nesse 1245 

Causeth despy t ful often, for distresse ' 

179 And right as they doclamed this 
matere, 

Lo, Troilus, right at the stretes ende, 
Com ryding with his tenthe some y-fere, 
A 1 softely, and thiderward gan bende 12S0 
Ther-as they sete, as was his wey to wende 
To paleys-ward , and Pandare him aspyde, 
And seyde, ‘ nece, y-see who cometh here 
ryde ’ 

180 O flee not in, he seeth us, I suppose , 
Lest he may thinke that ye him eschuwe ’ 


‘ Nay, nay,’ quod she, and wex as reed as 
rose 1256 

With that he gan hir humbly to saluwe, 
With dreedful chere, and ofte his hewes 
muwe , 

And up his look debonairly he caste, 

And bekked on Pandare, and forth ho 
p6iste 1260 

181 God woot if he sat on his hors a right. 
Or goodly was boseyn, that like daj ’ 

God woot wlier lie was l^k a manly 

knight ’ 

What sholde I drecohe, or telle of his 
aray ? 

Crisoyde, which that alle these thinges 
siy, 1265 

To telle 111 short, hir lyked al y-fere. 

His peisone, his aray, his look, his chere, 

182 His goodly manere and his gentil- 
Icsse, 

So wol, that never, sith that she was boin, 
Ne haddo she swich routne of his dis- 
tresse , 1270 

And how-so she hath hard ben her-biforn. 
To god hope I, she hath now caught a 
thorn 

She shal not pullo it out this nexte wyke , 
God sende mo swich thornes on to pyke ’ 

183 Pandare, which that stood hir faste 

hy, 1275 

Felte iren hoot, and ho bigan to sm\te, 
And seyde, ‘ nece, I pray yow liertelj , 

Tel me that I shal axen vow a lyte 
A womman, that were of his deeth to 
'V'yte, 

With-outen his gilt, but for hir lakked 
routhe, 1280 

Were it wel doon ? * Quod she, ‘ naj , by 
my trouthe ’ ’ 

184 ‘ God helpe me so,’ quod he, ‘ ye sey 
me sooth 

Ye felen wel your self th it I not e , 

Lo, yond he nt ’ ’ Quod she, ‘ ye, so he 
dooth ’ 

‘ Wel,’ quod Pandare, ‘ as I have told yow 
thrye, 1285 

Lat be your nyce shame and your folye, 
And spek with him in esing of his herte , 
Lat nyoetee not do yow bothe smerte ’ 
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185 But ther-on was to heven and to 
done , 

Considered al thing, it may not be , 1290 
And why, for shame , and it were eek to 
sone 

To graunten him so greet a libertee 
‘ For playnly hir ejitente,’ as seyde she, 
Was for to love him unwist, if she mighte, 
And guerdon him with no-thing but with 
sighte ’ 1295 

186 But Pandarus though te, ‘ it shal not 
be so, 

If that I may , this nyce opinioun 
Shal not be hohlcn fullj jeres two ’ 
What sholde I make of this a long ser- 
moun ? 

He moste assente on that conclusioun 1^00 
As forthetyme , and whan that it was eve, 
And al was w el, ho roos and took his leve 

** 87 And on his wey ful f istc horn ward he 
spedde, 

And right for jo've he fclto his hcrtc 
daunce , 

And Troilus he fond alone a-beddc, 130=? 
That lay as dooth these loveres, in a 
traunce, 

Bitwixen hope and dcik descsperaunct 
But Pandarus, light at his in comingo, 

He song, as who seyth, ‘lo* sum what 
I biinge ’ 

188 And sejde, ‘who is m his bed so 

sone 1310 

Y buried thus ‘It am I, freend,’ quod 
he 

‘ Who, Troilus ^ nay helpo mo so the 
mone,’ 

Quod Pandarus, ‘ thou shalt arj se and see 
A charme that was sent right now to thee, 
The which can hclcn thee of thyn ac- 
cesso, 131*3 

If thou do forth-with al thy besinessc ’ 

189 ‘Ye, through the might of god’’ 
quod Troilus 

And Pandarus gan him the lettre take, 
And seyde, ‘ pardec, god hath holpen us , 
Have here a light, and loko on al this 
blake ’ 1320 

But ofte gan the herte glade and quake 


Of Troilus, whyl that he gan it rede. 

So as the wordes yave him hope or drede. 

190 But fynally, he took al for the beste 
That she him wroot, for sumwhat he bi- 

held 132^ 

On which, him thoughte, he mighte his 
herte reste, 

Al covered she the wordes under sheld 
Thus to the more worthy part he held, 
That, what for hope and Pandarus bi- 
ll este, 

His grete wo for-yede he at the leste 1330 

191 But as we may alday our-selven see, 
Tlirough more wode or col, the more fyr , 
Right so encrees of hope, of what it be, 
Therwith ful ofte encreseth eek desyr , 

Or, as an ook cometh of a htel spyr, 1 335 
So through this lettre, which that she 

him sente, 

Encresen g in desyr, of which he brente 

192 Wlierfore I seye alwey, that day and 
night 

This Troilus gan to desiren more 
Than he dide erst, thurgh hope, and dide 
his might 1340 

To pressen on, as by Pandarus lore. 

And wry ten to hir of his sorwes sore 
Fro day to day , he leet it not refreyde, 
That by Pandaie he wroot somwhat or 
seyde , 

193 And dide also his othere obser- 

vaunces 1 345 

That to a lovcro longcth m this cas , 

And, after that those dees turnede on 
chaunces. 

So was he outher glad or seyde ‘ alias ’ ’ 
And held after his gestes ay his pas , 

And aftir swiche answeres as he hadde. 

So were his dayes sory outher gladde 1351 

1 94 But to Pandare alwey was his recours. 
And pitously gan ay til him to ployne, 
And him bisoughte of rede and som 

socours , 

And Pandarus, that sey his wode peyne, 
Wex wel neigh deed for routhe, sooth to 
seyne, 1356 
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And bisily with al his herte caste 
Som of his wo to sleen, and that as faste , 

195 And seyde, ‘lord, and freend, and 
brother dere, 

God woot that thy disese doth me wo 1 ^60 
But woltow stinten al this woful chore, 
And, by my trouthe, or it be dayes two. 
And god to-forn, yet shal I shape it so, 
That thou shalt come in-to a certayn 
place, 

Ther-as thou mayst tliy-self hir preye of 
grace 1 365 

196 And certainly, I noot if thou it wost, 
But tho that been expert 111 love it seye, 
It 18 oon of the thmges that furthereth 

most, 

A man to have a ley set for to preye, 

And siker place liis wo for t(t biwrcyo , i ^70 
For in good herte it moot som routhe 
impresse, 

To here and see the giltles in distrcssc 

197 Paraunter tlicnkestow though it 
be so 

That kinde woldo doon hir to biginne 
To han a maner routhe up-on my wo, i ■*7'; 
Seyth Daunger, “Niy, thou shalt mo 
never winne , 

So reuleth hir hir hertes goost with innc. 
That, though she bendo, yc t she stant on 
rote , 

What in effect is this un to my bott ?” 

198 Tlienk here aycins, wh in that the 

sturdy 00k, 1 

On which men hakketh ofte, for the 
nones, 

Receyved hath the happy falling stiook. 
The grete sweigh doth it come al at ones. 
As doon these rokkes or these milne stones 
For swifter cours cometli thing that is of 
wighte, 1 

Whan it descondetli, than don thiiigcs 
lighta 

199 And reed that boweth doun for e\ ery 
blast, 

Ful lightly, cesse wind, it wol aryso , 

But so nd not an ook whan it is cast , 
Itnedeth me nought thee longe to forbyse 


Men shal rejoysen of a greet emprys© 1 391 
Acheved wol, and stant with-outen doute, 
Al han men been the lenger ther-aboute 

200 But, Troilus, yet tel me, if thee lest, 
A thing now which that I shal axen 

thee, i^9‘; 

Which IS thy brother that thou lovest 
best 

As in thy verray hertes privetee ? ’ 

‘ Y-wis, my brother Deiphebus,’ quod he 
‘ Now,’ quod Pandare, ‘ er houres twyes 
twelve. 

He shal thee ese, unwist of it him-selve 

201 Now lat me allone, and werken as 

1 may,’ 1401 

Quod Ilf , and to Deiphebus wente he tho 
Which hadde his lord and grete freend 
ben ay, 

Swe Troilus, no man ho lovcde so 
To telle in short, with outen wordes mo, 
(^uod Pandarus, ‘ T pi ay yow that ye be 
Freend to a cause which that toucheth 
me ’ 1407 

202 ‘Yis, pardee,’ quod Deiphebus, ‘wel 
thow wost. 

In al that e\er I may, and god to-foro, 

Al nere it but for man I love most, 1410 
My brother Troilus , but sey wherforo 
It IS, for sitli th it day that I was boie, 

I nas, ne nevci-mo to been I thinke, 
A^eins a thing that mighto thee for- 
thinkc 

203 Pandare gan him thonke, and to 

him seyde, 1415 

‘Lo, sire, I ha\e a lady in this toun. 

That IS my net e, and called is Crisoyde, 
Which som men wold en doon oppressioun, 
And wrongfully have hir possossioun 
Wherfor I of >our lordship yow biseche 
To been oui freend, with-outo more 
speche’ 1421 

204 Deiphebus him answerde, ‘ O, is not 
this, 

That thow spekest of to me thus 
straungely, 

CrisCyda, my freend ?* Ho seyde, ‘ Yis ’ 
‘Than nedeth,’ quod Deiphebus hardely. 
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Na-more to speke, for trustetli wel, that I 
Wol be hir ohampioun with spore and 
yerde , 1427 

I roughte nought though alle hir foos it 
herde 

206 But tel me, thou that woost al this 
matero, 

How I might best avaylen ? now lat see ’ 
Quod Pandams, ‘ if ye, my lora so dere, 
Wolden as now don this honour to me, 
To prayen hir to-morwe lo, that she 
Com un-to yow hir pleyntes to devyse, 
Hir adversaries wolde of hit agry se 143^ 

206 And if I more dorste preye as now, 
And chargeu yow to have so greet tra- 

vayle. 

To han som of your bretheren here with 
yow. 

That mighten to hir cause hot avayle. 
Than, woot I wel, she mighte never fayle 
For to be holpen, what at your instaunce, 
What with hir othere freendes govern- 
aunce ’ 1442 

207 Deiphebus, which that comen was, 
of kinde, 

To al honour and bountee to consente, 
Answerde, ‘it shal be doon and I can 
finde 1445 

Yet gretter help to this in mvn entente 
What wolt thow soyn, if I for Eleyne 
sente 

To speke of this^ I trow it bo the beste , 
For she may leden Pans as hir leste 

208 Of Ector, winch that is my lord, my 
brother, 

It nedeth nought to preye him freend 
to be , 

For I have herd him, o tyme and eek other, 
Speke of Cnseyde swich honour, that he 
May seyn no bet, swich hap to him hath 
she 

It nedeth nought his helices for to 
crave , 148;:^ 

He shal be swich, right as we wole him 
have 

209 Spek thou thy-self also to Troilus 
On my bihalve, and pray him with us 

dyne ’ 


‘Sire, al this shal be doon,’ quod Pan- 
darus , 

And took his leve, and never gan to 
fyne, 1460 

But to his neces hous, as streght as lyne. 
He com , and fond hir fro the mete aryse , 
And sette him doun, and spak right in 
this wyse 

210 He seyde, ‘0 veray god, so have 
I ronne ’ 

Lo, nece myn, see ye nought how I swete? 
I noot whether ye the more thank me 
conne 14O6 

Be ye nought war how that fals Polipheto 
Is now aboute eft sones for to plete, 

And bnnge on yow advocacyes newe ? ’ 

‘ I ? no,’ quod she, and chaunged al hir 
hewe 1470 

211 ‘What IS he moie aboute, me to 
drecclie 

And doon me wrong? what shal I do, 
alias ? 

Yet of him-sclf no-thmg ne woldelrecche, 
Nere it for Antenor and Eneas, 

That been his freendes in swich manor 
cas , h;? 

But, for the love of god, myn uncle dere, 
Nofois of that, lat him have al y-fere , 

212 With-oiiten that, I have ynough for 
us ’ 

‘ Nay,' quod Pandare, ‘ it shal no thing 
be so 1479 

For I have boon right now at Deiphebus, 
And Ector, and myne othere lordes mo, 
And shortly maked echo of hem his fo , 
That, by my thrift, he shal it never winne 
For ought he can, whan that so ho bi- 
ginne ’ 

213 And as they casten what was best to 

done, 1485 

Deiphebus, of his owene curtasye. 

Com hir to preye, in his propre persone, 
To holde him on the morwe companye 
At diner, which she nolde not denye, 

But goodly gan to his preyere obeye 1490 
He thonked hir, and wente up-on his 
weye 
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214 Whanne this was doon, this Pandare 
up a noon, 

To telle in short, and forth gan for to 
wende 

To Troilus, as stillo as any stoon. 

And al this thing he tolde him, word and 
ende , 1495 

And how that he Deiphebus gan to blende , 
And seyde him, ‘ now is tyme, if that thou 
conne, 

To here thee wcl to-morwe, and al is 
wonne 

215 Now spek, now prey, now pitously 
complcyne , 

Lat not for nyce shame, or drede, or 
slouthe, irjoo 

Som-tyme a man mot telle his owcne 
peyne , 

Bileve it, and she slial han on thee routho , 
Thou shalt be saved by thy fejth, m 
trouthe 

But wel wot I, thou art now m a dredo , 
And what it is, I leye, I can arcde 

216 Thow thinkest now, “how sholde 
I doon al this ? 

For by my cheres mosten folk aspye, 

That for hir love is that I fare a-mis , 

Yet hadde I lever unwist for sorwo dye ’ 
Now thenk not so, for thou dost greet 
folye itjio 

For right now have I founden o maneie 
Of sleighte, for to coveren al thy chere 

217 Thow shalt gon over night, and that 
as blyve, 

Un-to Deiphebus hous, as thee to ple>e, 
Thy maladye a-wey tlie bet to dry ve, 1 si 
For-why thou semest syk, soth for to seye 
Sone after that, doun in thy bed thee leye. 
And sey, thow mayst no lenger up endure, 
And lye right there, and byde thyn aven- 
ture 

218 Sey that thy fe\er is wont thee for 

to take 1520 

The same tyme, and lasten til a-morwe, 
And lat see now how wel thou canst 
it make, 

For, par-dee, syk is he that is in sorwa 


Go now, farewel * and, Venus here to 
borwe, 1534 

I hope, and thou this purpos holde ferme, 
Thy grace she shal fully ther conferme * 

219 Quod Troilus, ‘ y-wis, thou nedelees 
Counseylest me, that sykliche I me feyne ’ 
For I am syk in ernest, doutelees. 

So that uel neigh I sterve for the peyne * 
Quod Pandarus, ‘thou shalt the bettre 
pleyne, 1531 

And hast the lasse nede to countrefete , 
For him men demen hoot that men seen 
swete 

220 Lo, liolde thee at thy triste cloos, 
and I 

Shal wel the deer un-to thy bowe dryv^e * 
Therwith he took his levo al softely, 1 (536 
And Troilus to palej s wente blyve 
So glad no was he never in al his ly\e , 
And to Pandarus reed gan al assente, 

And to Deiphebus hous at night he 
wente 1540 

221 What nedeth >ow to tellen al the 
chere 

That Deiphebus un-to his brother made. 
Or his accesse, or his syklich manere. 
How men gan him with clothes for to 
lade, 

Wlian he was Ic^ d, and how men wolde 
him glado ? 1 ‘J45 

But al for nought, he held forth ay the 
wjse 

Tliat ye han herd Pandare er this dev3^ek 

222 But certeyn is, er Troilus him leyde, 
Deiphebus had him prayed, over night. 

To been a freend and helping to Criseyde, 
God woot, that he it grauntede anon- 

ngkt, 1.^51 

To been hir folio freend with al his might* 
But swich a nede was to preye him 
thenne. 

As for to bidde a wood man for to renne. 

223 Hie morwen com, and neighen gan 

the tyme i*;55 

Of meel-tyd, that the faire quene Eleyno 
Shoop hir to been, an houre after the 
pryme, 
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With Deiphebus, to whom she nolde 
feyne , 

But as his suster, hoomly, sooth to sevne, 
She com to diner in liir playn entente i ‘?6o 
But god and Pandare wisto al what tins 
mente 

224 Come eok Cnseyde, al innocent of 
this, 

Antigone, hir sister Tarbe also , 

But flee we now prolixitee best is. 

For love of god, and lat us faste go 1565 
Right to the effect, with-oute tales mo, 
Why al this folk assembled in this place , 
And lat us of hir salumges pace 

226 Gret honour dide hem Deiphebus, 
certeyn, 

And fedde hem wel with al that mighte 
lyke 1570 

But ever-more, ‘ alias ’ ’ was his refreyn, 

‘ My goode brother Troilus, the syke, 

Byth yet’ — and therwith-al he gan to 
syke , 

And after that, he peyned him to glade 
Hem as he mighte, and chere good he 
made K75 

226 Compleyned eek Ele\ ne of his svk- 
nesse 

So faithfully, that pitee was to here. 

And every wight gan waxen for accesse 
A leche ano<in, and seyde, ‘ in this manere 
Mon curen folk , this charme I wol jow 
lere ’ 15S0 

But there sat oon, al list hir nought to 
teche, 

That thoughte, best coude I jet betn his 
leche 

227 After compleynt, him gonnen thev 
to preyse, 

As folk don yet, whan som wight hath 
bigonne 

To preyse a man, and up with prjs him 
reyse 1=185 ; 

A thousand fold yet hyer than the sonne — 
‘He is, he can, that fewe lordes conne * 
AndPandarus, of that they wolde afferme, 
fie not for-gat hir preysing to confermt 


[ 228 Herdo al this thing Criseyde wel 
y-nough, 1590 

And every word gan for to notifye , 

For which with sobre chore hir herte 
lough , 

For who IS that ne wolde hir glorifye. 

To mowen swich a knight don live or 
dye? 

But al passe I, lest ve to longe dwelle , 1595 
For for o fyn is al that ever I telle 

229 The tyme com, fro diner for to ryse. 
And, as hem oughte, arisen everychoon, 
And gonne a whyl of this and that devyse 
But Pandarus brak al this speche anoon, 
And seyde to Deiphebus, ‘ wole ye goon, 

If youre wille be, as I yow preyde, 1602 
To speke here of the nedes of Criseyde ? ’ 

230 Eleyne, which that by the bond hir 
held. 

Took first the tale, and seyde, ‘go we 
blyve,’ 1605 

And goodly on Criseyde she biheld. 

And seyde, ‘ Joves lat him never thryve. 
That dooth yow harm, and bringe him 
sone of lyve ’ 

And yeve me sorwe, but he shal it rewe. 
If that I may, and alle folk be trewe ’ 1610 

231 ‘ Tel thou thy neces cas,’ quod Dei- 
phebus 

To P mdarus, ‘ for thou canst best it 
tolle ’ — 

‘ My lordes and my ladyes, it stant thus , 
What sholde I longer,’ quod he, ‘ do jow 
dwelle?’ 

He rong hem out a proces lyk a belle, 1615 
Up-on liir fo, that highte Poliphete, 

So heynous, that men mighte on it spete 

232 Answerde of this ech worse of hem 
than other. 

And Poliphete they gonnen thus to 
warien, 

‘An-honged be swich oon, were he my 
brother , 1620 

And so he shal, for it ne may not varion ’ 
WTiat sholde I lenger in this tale tarien ? 
Pleynly, alle at ones, they hir highten, 

To been hir helpe in al that ever they 
mighten 
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233 Spak than Eleyne, and seyde, ‘ Pan- 
dams, 

Woot ought my lord, my brother, this 
materc, 

T mene, Ector ? or woot it Troilus ’ ’ 

He seyde, ‘ ye, but wole ve now mo here ^ 
Me thmketh this, sith Troilus is here. 

It were good, if that ye wolde asseiite, 

She tolde hir self himal this, er she wente 

234 For ho wole have the more hir grief 
at horte. 

By ( auso, lo, that she a lady is , 

And, by youi leve, I wol but light m 
sterte, 

And do yow witc, and that anoon, >- 
wis, 16^*; 

If that he sicpc, or wole ought here of 
this ’ 

And in he lepte, and seyde him in his 
ere, 

‘God have thy soule, y brought have I 
thy bore ’ ’ 

235 To smylen of this gan tho Troilus, 
And Pandarus, with-outo rekenmge, 1640 
Out wente anoon t’ Floyne and I)t iphebus, 
And seyde hem, ‘ so there be no taiymgt , 
Ne more pres, he wol wel that ye bringe 
Criseyda, my lady, that is here , 

And as he may enduren, he wole here 1 64 s 

236 But wel ye woot, the chaumbre is 
but l;yto, 

And fewo folk may lightly make it warm , 
Now loketh ye, (for I wol have no w'yti, 
To bringo in prees that mighte doon him 
harm 

Or him discsen, for my bcttie arm), 16150 
Wlier it be bet she by do til oft-sones , 
Now loketh ye, that knowen what to 
doon 18 

237 I soy for me, best is, ns I can knowe. 
That no wight in ne wente but ye tweye, 
But it were I, for I can, m a thro we, ms*) 
Reherce hir cas, unlyk that she can seje , 
And after this, she may him ones preyo 
To ben good lord, in shoi*t, and take hir 

leve , 

This may not muchel of his ese him reve 


238 And eek, for she is straunge, he wol 

forbero 1660 

His ese, which that him thar nought for 
yow, 

Eek other thing, that toucheth not to 
here. 

He wol me telle, I woot it wel right now. 
That secret is, and for the tonnes prow ’ 
And they, that no-thing knewo of this 
entente, 1665 

With-oute more, to Troilus in they wente. 

239 Eleyne in al hir goodly softe wyse, 
Gan hin. saluwe, and womanly to pleye. 
And seyde, ‘ ywis, ye moste alweyes arj^se ’ 
Now fayre brothei, beth al hool, I preye * ’ 
And gan hir arm right over his sholder 

leye, 1671 

And him with al hir wit to recomfor^e , 
As she best coude, she gan him to dis- 
porte 

240 So after this quod she, ‘ we yow 
biseke. 

My dere brother, Doiphebus, and I, 1675 
For love of god, and so doth Pandare eke, 
To been good lord and freend, right 
hertcly, 

Un-to Ciiscyde, which that certeinly 
Receyveth wrong, as woot wel here Pan- 
dare, 

That c in hir cas w el bet than I declare * 

241 This Pandaius gan newe his tunge 

ahyle, 1681 

And al hir cas reherce, and that anoon , 
Whan it was se;>d, sono after, in awhile, 
Quod Troilus, ‘ as sone as I may goon, 

I wol right fayn with al my might ben 
oon, 1685 

Ha\ e god my trouthe, liir cause to sustene ’ 
‘Good thrilt have quod Ele3me the 
quene 

242 Quod Pandaius, ‘ and it your wiUe be, 
That she may tike hir leve, ei that she 

go?’ 

‘ Or elles god for-bede,’ tho quod he, 1690 
‘ If that she vouche sauf for to do so ’ 

And with that w ord quod Troilus, *ye two 
Deiphebus, and my suster loef and dere, 
To yow have I to speko of o materq. 
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243 To been avy&ed by your reed the 

bottre ’ — i6o'> 

And fond, as hap was, at liis beddes heed. 
The copie of a tretis and a lettre, 

That Ector hadde him sent to axen reed, 
If swich a man was worthy to ben deed, 
Woot I nought who , but in a grislj wtso 
He preyede hem anoon on it avyso 1701 

244 Deiphebus gan this lettre to unfolde 
In ernest greet , so dide Lle^nio the quene , 
And rominge outward, f ist it gan biholde 
Downward a steyre, in to an heibor 

greiio 170“^ 

This like thing they redden hem bi-twcne, 
And largely, the mountaunce ot an hourc, 
They gonne on it to reden and to poiire 

245 Now lat hem redo, and turne we 
anoon 

To Band irus, that gan ful faste prye 1710 
That al was wol, and out he gan to goon 
In-to the grete chambre and that in hye. 
And seyde, ‘ god save al tins companyc ’ 
Com, nece myn , my lady queue Elt\ ne 
Abydeth yow, and eok my lordes tweyne 

246 Kys, take with >ow your nece An- 
tigone, 1716 

Or whom yow list, or no fors, hardily , 
The lasse preos, the bet , com forth with 
me, 

And loke that >e thonke humblcly 1719 
Hem alle three, and, whan ye may goodly 
Your tjnno y-see, taketh of hem your le\ e. 
Lest we to longo his restes him birevo ’ 

247 Al innocent of Pandarus entente, 
Quod tho Crisoyde, ‘ go we, uncle dere ’ , 
And arm in arm inward with him she 

wente, 1725 

Avysed wel hir wordes and hir chore , 

And Pandarus, m ernestful manere, 
Seyde, ‘ alle folk, for goddes loyo, I j)! eye, 
Stinteth right here, and softely ^ ow pleye 


248 Avisoth yow what folk ben here 

with inne, 1730 

And in what plyt oon is, god him a- 
mende ’ 

' And inward thus ful softely biginne , 
Nece, I conjure and heighly yow defende, 
On his half, which that sowle us alle 
sende, 

And in tho vertue of corounos tweyne, 
Sloe nought this man, that hath for yow 
this peyne ' 173^ 

249 Fy on the devel ’ thenk which oon 
he is. 

And in what plyt ho lyth , com of anoon , 
Thenk al swicli taned tyd, but lost it nis ’ 
That wol yo bothe seyn, whan ye ben oon 
Secoundelich, ther yet dovyncth noon 1741 
Ui)-on yow two , com of now, if ye conne , 
Whjl folk is blent, lo, al the tyme is 
woiinc ’ 

250 In titei mg, and pursuite, and de- 
layes, 

Tho folk dovyne at wagginge of a stree , 
And though ye wolde han aftei merye 
dayes, 1746 

Than dar yo nought, and why ? for she, 
and she 

Spak swich a word , thus loked he, and he , 
Lest tyme I loste, I dar not with yow dele , 
Com of therfore, and bringeth him to hele ’ 

251 But now to yow, ye lovers that bon 

here, 17S1 

Was Troilus nought in a cankedort, 

That lay, and mighte whisprmge of hem 
heie, 

And thoughte, ‘O lord, right now renneth 
my sort 

Fully to dye, or han anoon comfort’ , 17=;'? 
And WEIS the firste tyme he shulde hir 
preye 

Of lovo, O mighty god, what shal he seye? 

Explicit Secundus Liber 
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Incipit Prohemium Tercii Libri 

1 O BLiSFUL light, of wliiclie the hemes 

clere 

Adorneth al the thridde hevene fairc ’ 

O sonnes leof, O Joves dough ter dere, 
Plesaunce of love, O goodly dehonaire 
In gentil hertes ay redy to repaire ' *; 

O verray cause of hele and of gladnesse, 
Y-heried be thy might and thy goodnesse ’ 

2 In hevene and helle, in erthe and 

salte see 

Is felt thy might, if that I wel desceme , 
As man, bnd, best, fish, herbe and grene 
tree 10 

Thee fele in tymes with vapour eterne 
God loveth, and to love wol nought werne , 
And in this world no lyves creature, 
With-outen love, is worth, or may endure 

3 Ye Joves first to thilke effectes glade, i s 
Thorugh which that thinges liven alle 

and be, 

Comeveden, and amorous fhim made 
On mortal thing, and as yow list, ay ye 
Yeve him in love ese or adversitoe , 

And in a thousand formes doun him sente 
For love in erthe, and whom yow liste, 
he hente 21 

4 Ye fierse Mars apeysen of his ire, 

And, as yow list, ye maken hertes digne , 
Algates, hem that ye wol sette a-fyre, 
They dreden shame, and vices they re- 

signe , 2s 

Ye do hemcorteys be, Iresshe and benigne. 
And hye or lowe, after a wight entendeth , 
The joyes that he hath, your might him 
sendeth 

5 Ye holden regne and hous in unitee , 
Ye soothfast cause of frendship been also , 
Ye knowe al thilke covered qualitee 31 
Of thinges which that folk on wondren so, 


Whan they can not construe how it mayjo, 
She loveth him, or why he loveth here , 
As why this fish, and nought that, cometh 
to were 35 

6 Ye folk a lawe han set in universe. 
And this knowe I by hem that loveres be. 
That who-so stryveth with yow hath the 

werse 

Now, lady bright, for thy benignitee. 

At reverence of hem that serven thee, 40 
Whos clerk I am, so techeth me devyse 
Som joye of that is felt in thy servyse 

7 Ye in my naked herte sentement 
Inhelde, and do me shewe of thy swet- 

nesse — 

Caliope, thy vois be now present, 45 
For now is nede , sestow not my destresse. 
How I mot telle anon-right the gladnesse 
Of Troilus, to Venus heryinge ? 

To which gladnes, who nede hath, god 
him bringe * 

Explicit prohemium Tercii Libri 

Incipit Liber Tercins 

8 Lay al this mene whyle Troilus, 50 
Kecordingo his lessoun in this manere, 

‘ Ma fey ' ’ thought he, ‘ thus wole I seye 
and thus , 

Thus wole I pleyne un-to my lady dere , 
That word is good, and this shal be my 
chere , 

This nil I not foryeten in no wyse ’ 55 

God leve him werken as he gan devyse 

9 And lord, so that his herte gan to 

quappe, 

Heringe hir come, and shorte for to syke ’ 
And Pandarus, that ladde hir by the 
lappe. 

Com neor, and gan in at the curtin pyke. 
And seyde, ‘ god do bote on alio syke ’ 61 
See, who is here yow comen to viS3rte , 

Lo, here is she that is your deeth to wy te.* 
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Lo, tli’alderfirsto word that him asterte 
Was, twyes, ‘mercy, mercy, swete herto’’ 

15 And stinto a whyl, and whan he 

mighte out-bringe, 99 

The nexte word was, ‘ god wot, for I have, 
As feythfully as I have had konninge, 
Ben youres, also god my sowle save , 

And shal, til that I, wotul wight, he 
grave 

And though I dar ne can un-to yow 
pleyne, 

Y wis, I suffre nought the lasse peyne 

16 Thus muche as now, 0 wommanliche 
wyt, 

I may out-brmge, and if this yow displese. 
That shal I wreke upon myn owne lyf 
Right sone, I trowe, and doon your herte 
an ese, 109 

If 'With my deeth your herte I mayapese 
But sin that ye han herd me som-what 
stye. 

Now recche I never how sone that I deye ’ 


10 Ther-with it semed as he wepte al- 
most , 

‘ A ha,’ quod Troilus so rewfully, 65 

‘Wher me be wo, O mighty god, thou 
wost ' 

Who IS al there ? I see nought trewely ’ 
‘Sire,’ quod Criseyde, ‘it is Pandare and I 
‘Ye, swete herte? alias, I may nought ryse 
To knele, and do yow honour in som 
wyse ’ 

11 And dressede him upward, and she 
right tho 

Gan bothe here hondes softe upon him 
leye, 

‘ 0, for the love of god, do ye not so 
To me,’ quod she, ‘ ey ' what is this to 
seye? 

Sire, come am I to yow for causes tweye , 
First, yow to thonke, and ot your lord- 
shipe eke 76 

Contmuaunce I wolde vow biseke ' 

12 This Troilus, that herde his lad\ 
preye 

Of lordship him, wex neither quik ne 
deed, 

Ne mighte a woid for shame to it seye, 80 
Al-though men sholde smyten of his heed 
But lord, so he wex sodemliche reed. 

And sire, his lesson, that he w tnde conne, 
To preyen hir, is tlmrgh his wit y ronne 

13 Criseyde al this aspyede wel y-nough, 
For she was wys, and lovedo him ne'ver- 

the-lasse, 86 

Al nere he malapert, or made it tough, 

Or was to bold, to singe a fool a masse 
But whan his shame gan somwhat to 
passe. 

His resons, as I may my rymes holdo, 90 
I yow wol telle, as techen bokes olde 

14 In chaunged vois, right for his verrey 
drede. 

Which vois eek quook, and ther-to his 
manere 

Goodly abayst, and now his hewes rede. 
Now p6ile, un-to Criseyde, his lady dere, os 
With look doun cast and humble yolden 
chere, 


17 Ther-with his manly sorwe to biholde. 
It mighte han maad an herte of stoon to 

re we , 114 

And Pandare weep as he to watre wolde, 
And poked ever his nece newe and newe, 
And seydo, wo bigon ben hertes trewe ’ 
For love of god, make of this thing an 
endo. 

Or slee us botho at ones, er that ye wende * 

18 ‘I ? what 1* ’ quod she, * by god and by 

my trout he, uo 

1 noot nought what ye wilne that I seye ’ 
* I ? wh it quod he, ‘ that ye han on him 
routhe, 

For goddes love, and doth him nought to 
deye ’ 

‘ Now thanne thus,’ quod she, ‘ I wolde 
him preye 

To telle me the fyn of Ins entente , 

Yet wiste I never wel what that he mente ’ 

19 ‘What that I mene, O swete herte 
dere ? ’ 

Quod Troilus, ‘ O goodly fresshe free I 
That, with the stremes of your eyen dere, 
Ye wolde som tyme freendly on me see, 13a 



Book III J 


^^totfu0 dnb Ctrteegbe. 


249 


And thanne agrefen that I may ben he, 
With-oute braunche of vyce in any wyse, 
In trouthe alwey to doon j ow servyse 

20 As to my lady right and chief resort, 
With al my wit and al my diligence, 

And I to han, right as j ow list, comfort, 
Under your yerde, egal to myn offence, 

As deeth, if that I breke your defence , 
And that ye doigne me so muche hononre, 
Me to comaunden ought in any houre 140 

21 And I to been your vcrray humble 
trcwe, 

Secret, and in my paynes pa( lent, 

And over-mo desire freshly nowe, 

To serven, and been fy lyke av diligent, 
And, with good herte, al holly your 
talent HS 

Receyvcn wel, how soie that me smerte, 
Lo, this mene T, m-^ n owene swete herte ’ 

22 Quod Pandarus, ‘ lo, here an hard 
request. 

And resonable, a lady foi to werne ’ 

Now, neoe myn, by natal Joves test, 150 
Were I a god, jc sholdo sterve as yeine. 
That heron wcl, this man wol no-thmg 
yerne 

But your honour, and seen him almost 
sterve. 

And been so looth to sulTien him >ow 
serve ’ 

23 With that she gan hir e^enonhim 
caste 

Fill esilj, and ful dobonaiily, 

Avysing hir, and lived not to faste 
VV ith never a word, but sc ydc him softely, 

‘ Myn honour saut, I wol wel trewely, 

And in swich forme as he can now 
devyse, itx> 

Receyven him fully to my serv;>se, 

24 Biseching him, for goddes love, that 
he 

Wolde, in honour of trouthe and gentil- 
esse. 

As I wel mene, eek mene wel to me, 164 
And myn honour, with wit and besinesse, 
Aykepe, andiflmaydonhimgladnesse, j 


Prom hennes-forth, y-wis, I nil not feyne 
Now beeth al hool, no lenger ye ne plejme 

25 But nathelees, this warne I yow,’ 
quod she, 

‘ A kinges sono al-though ye be, y-wis, 170 
Ye shul na-more have soverainetee 
Of me in love, than right in that cas is , 
Ne I nil forbere, if that ye doon a-mis, 

To wrathen yow , and whyl that ye me 
serve, 

Cherycen yow right after ye deserve 175 

26 And shortly, dero herte and al my 
knight, 

Beth glad, and draweth yow to lustinesse. 
And I shal trewely, with al my might. 
Your bittre toinen al in-to swetnesse , 179 
If I be she that may yow do gladnesse, 
For every wo ye shal recovere a blisse ’ , 
And him in armes took, and gan him 
kisse 

27 Fil Pandarus on knees, and up his 

Jen 

To heveno threw, and held his hondes 

lijo, 

‘ Immoital god ’’ quod ho, ‘that mavst 
nought dv^en, i?5 

Cupidc I mene, of this mayst glorifyc 
And Venus, thou mayst make melodye , 
With-outen bond, me someth that in 
towno. 

For this meiv ojlt , T hero ech belle sowne 

28 But ho ' no more as now of tins 

matere, n;o 

For-why this folk wol comen up anoon, 
111 it han the Icttie red lo, I hem here 
But I conjure tlieo, Crisejde, and oon, 
And two, thou Tioilus, whan thow mayst 
goon, 

That at myn hous je been at my warn- 
inge, 195 

For I ful wel shal shape j our cominge , 

29 And csoth tlier your hertes right 
y-nough , 

And lat see w Inch of yow shal here the 
belle 

To speke of love a-right » ’ therewith he 
lough. 
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‘ For ther have ye a layser for to telle ’ 2(x> 
Quod Troilus, ‘ how longe shal I dwells 
Er this be doon ? ’ Quod he, ‘ whan thou 
mayst ryse, 

This thing shal be right as I yow deayse ’ 

dO With that Eleyne and also Deiphebus 
Tho comen upward, right at the steyres 
ende , 20s 

And lord, so than gan grone Troilus, 

His brother and his sustcr for to blende 
Quod Pandarus, ‘it tyme is that we 
wende , 

Tak, nece myn, your leve at alio three, 
And lat hem speke, and cometli forth 
with mo ’ 210 

31 She took liir leve at hem ful thriftily, 
As she wel coude, and they hir reverence 
Un-to the fulle diden hardely, 

And spoken wonder wel, in hir absence. 

Of hir, in preysing of lur excellence, 21c: 
Hir go\ ernaunce, hir vit , and hii man- 
ere 

Commendeden, it joye was to here 

82 Now lat hir wendo un to Inr owne [ 
place, j 

And tome we to Troilus a yein, 219 I 

That gan ful lightly of the lettre passe I 
That Deiphebus hadde in the gardin seyn ] 
And of Eleyne and him he wolde fayn | 
Delivered been, and seyde, that him leste ' 
To slepe, and after tales have reste j 

33 Eleyne him kiste, and took hir leve , 

blyve, 22 ^ I 

Deiphebus eek, and hoom wente evor^ 
wight , j 

And Pandarus, as faste as he may dryve, 

To Troilus tho com, as lyne light , j 

And on a paillet, al that glade night, , 
By Troilus he lay, with mery chore, 230 
To tale , and wel was hem they wei o j 
y-fere 

34 Whan every wight was voided but 
they two. 

And alle the dores were faste y-shette, 

To telle m short, with-oute wordes mo. 
This Pandarus, with-outen any lette, 23') 
Up roos, and on his beddes syde him sette, 


And gan to speken in a sobro wyse 
To Troilus, as I shal yow devyse 

35 ‘ Myn alderlevest lord, and brother 
dcie, 

God woot, and thou, that it sat me so 
sore, 240 

When I thee saw so languisslimg to-yere, 
For love, of which thy wo wex alwey 
more , 

That I, with al my might and al my lore, 
Hath ever sithen doon my bisincsso 
To bringe thee to joye out of distresse , 

36 And have it brought to swicli plyt as 

thou wost, 246 

So that, thorugh me, thow stondest now 
in weye 

To fare wel, I seye it for no host, 

And wostow why ? for shame it is to seye, 
For thee have I bigonne a gamen pleye 
Which that I never doon shal eft for 
other, 251 

Al though ho were a thousand fold my 
brother 

37 That IS to seye, for thee am I bicomon, 
Bitwixon game and ernest, swich a mene 
As maken wommen un to men to comen , 
Al sey I nought, thou wost wel what I 

mene 256 

For thee have I my nece, of vyces dene. 
So fully maad thy gcntilesse triste. 

That al shal been right as thy-selve liste, 

38 But god, that al wot, take I to wit- 

nesse, 260 

That never I this for coveityso wroughte. 
But only for to abrogge that distresse. 

For which wel nygh thou deydest, as me 
tlioughte 

But gode brother, do now as thee oughte, 
For goddes love, and keep hir out of 
blame, 261? 

Sin thou art wys, and save alwey hir 
name 

39 For wel thou wost, the name as yet 
of here 

Among thepeple, as who seyth, halwed is , 
For that man is uilbore, I dar wel swere, 
That ever wiste that she dide amis. 270 
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But wo IS me, that I, that cause al this, 
May thenken that she is my nece dere, 
And I hir eem, and traytor eek y-fere ’ 

40 And were it wist that I, through myn 
engyn, 

Hadde in my nece y-put this iantasye, 275 
To do thy lust, and hoolly to be thyn, 
Why, al the world up-on it wolde crye. 
And seye, that I the worste trecherye 
Dide in this cas, that ever was bigonne, 
And she for-lost, and thou right nought 
y-wonne 280 

41 WTier-fore, er I wol forther goon a 

pas, 

Yet eft I thee biseche and fully sej e. 
That privetee go with us in this cas. 

That IS to seye, that thou us never wreye , 
And be nought wrooth, though I thee 
ofte preye 28*5 

To holden secree swicli an heigh matere , 
For skilful IS, tliow wost wcl, my prey ere, 

42 And thenk what wo ther hath bitid 
er this, 

For makinge of avauntes, as men rede , 
And what mischaunce in this world yet 
ther IS, 290 

Fro day to day, right for that wikked 
dede , 

For which these wyse clerkes that ben 
dede 

Han ever yet proverbed to us yonge, 

That “ firste vertu is to kepe tonge ” 

13 And, nere it that I wiliie as now 

t’abregge 295 

Diffusioun of speche, I coude almost 
A. thousand ohle stories thee alegge 
Of wommen lost, thorugh fals and foies 
host , 

Provorbes canst thy-self y-nowe, and wost, 
Ayeins that vyce, for to been a labbe, ^00 
Al seyde men sooth as often as they gabbe 

14 0 tonge, alias ’ so often here-biforn 
Hastow made many a lady bright of hewe 
Seyd, “welaweyl the day that I was born’” 
And many a maydes sorwes for to newe 
And, for the more part, al is untrewe 306 


That men of yelpe, and it were brought 
to preve , 

Of kinde non avauntour is to leve 

46 Avauntour and a lyere, al is on , ;^o9 
As thus I pose, a womman graunte me 
Hir love, andseyth that other wol she non, 
And I am sworn to holden it secree. 

And after I go telle it two or three , 
Y-wis, I am avauntour at the leste. 

And lyere, for I breke my biheste 315 

I 46 Now loke thannc, if they be nought 
I to blame, 

I Swich maner folic , what shal I clepe 
I hem, what, 

I That hem avaunte of wommen, and by 
I name, 

i That never yet bihighte hem this no that, 

I Ne knewe hem more than myn olde hat ? 
No wonder is, so god me sende hele, 321 
Though wommen drede with us men to 
dele 

47 I sey not this for no mistrust of yow, 
Ne for no wys man, but for foies nyce, 
And for the harm tliat in the world is 

now, 325 

As wel for foly ofte as for malyce , 

For wel wot I, in wyse folk, that vyce 
No womman drat, if she be wel avyscd , 
For wyse ben by foies harm chastysed, 

48 But now to purpos , leve brother dere, 
Have al this thing that I have seyd in 

minde, 331 

And keep thee clos, and be now of good 
chere, 

For at thy day thou shalt me trewe Unde, 
I shal thy proces sette in swich a kmde. 
And god to-forn, that it shall thee suffyse. 
For it shal been right as thou wolt de- 
vyse 336 

49 For wel I woot, thou menest wel, 
parde , 

Therfore I dar this fully undertake 
Thou wost eek what thy lady graunted 
thee, 

And day is set, the ohartres up to make 
Have now good night, I may no lenger 
wake , 34* 
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And bid for me, sin thou art now in blisse, 
That god me sende deeth or sone lisse ’ 

50 Who mighte telle half the joyo or feste 
Which that the sowle of Troilus tho felte, 
Hennge th’efFect of Pandaius hihoste? ^46 
His olde wo, that made his hcrte swelte, 
Gan tho for joye wasten and to-melte, 
And al the nchesse of his s\ hes sore 

At ones fledde, he felte of hem no more 

51 But right so as these holtes and these 
hayes, 

That han in winter dedo been and dreye, 
Revesten hem in grene, whan that May is. 
Whan every lusty lyketh best to pleye 
Right in that selve wv so, sooth to seyo, 35;5 
Wex sodeynliche his herto ful of joje, 
That gladder was ther never man in Ti 03 e 

62 And gan his look on Pandaius up 
caste 

Pul sobrelj, and frendly for to see, 3^0 
And seyde, ‘ freend, in Aprille the lostc. 
As wel thou wost, it it remembi e thee. 
How neigh the deeth tor wo thou founde 
me , 

And how thou didest al thy bisinesse 
To knowe of me the cause of my disticsse 

53 Thou wost how longo I it for-bar to 

seye 363 

To thee, that art the man that I best 
triste , 

And peril was it noon to thee by wroyo, 
That wiste I wel , but tel me, if thee liste, 
Sith I so looth was tliat thy self it wish , 
How dorste I mo tellen of this matere, 370 
That quake now, and no wight miy us 
here ? 

54 But natheles, by that god T thee swere, 
That, as him list, may al this world 

go\ erne. 

And, if I lye, Achilles with his spore 
Myn herte cleve, al were my lyf eterne. 

As I am mortal, if I late or yeine 376 
Wolde it biwreye, or dorste, or sholde 
conne, 

For al the good that god made under 
Sonne , 


65 That rather deye I wolde, and de- 
termyne, 

As thinketh me, now stokked in presoun, 
In wrecchednesse, in filthe, and in ver- 
myne, 381 

Caytif to cruel king Agamenoun , 

And this, in alle the temples of this 
toun. 

Upon the goddes alle, I wol thee swere, 
To-morwe day, if that thee lyketh here 385 

56 And that thou hast so muche y doon 
for me, 

That I ne ma\ it never-more deserve, 
This knowe I wel, al mighte I now for 
thee 

A thousand tymes on a morwen sterve, 

I can no more, but that I wol thee serve 
Right as thy sclave, whider-so thou 
wende, 391 

For ever more, un to my lyves ende ’ 

57 But here, with al myn heite, I thee 
bisechc. 

That ne\ er in me tliou deme swich folye 
As 1 shal se\ n , mo tlioughto, by thy 
spec he, 393 

That this, which thou me dost for corn- 
pan ye, 

I sholde wene it were a bauderyo , 

I am nought wood, al if 1 lewcd be , 

It is not so, that woot I wel, p crdee 

58 But he that goth, for gold or for 

ru hessp, 400 

On swich message, calle him what thee 
list , 

And this that thou dost, calle it gontilesso, 
Compassioun, and felawship, and trist , 
Dcpaite it so, for wyde-where is wish 
How that there is dy versitee requertid 40s 
Bitwixen thiiiges Ij ko, as I have lered 

50 And, that thou knowe I thenke 
nought ne wf no 

Tliat this ser\yse a shame be or jape, 

I have my faire suster Polixeno, 
Cassandre, Eleyne, or any of the frape , 

Be she never so faire or wel y-shapo, 411 
Tel me, which thou wilt of everichone, 

To han for thyn, and lat me thanne allone 
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60 But sin that thou hast don me this 

servyso, 414 

My lyf to save, and for noon hope of mode 
So, for the love of p^od, this grete empryse 
Parforme it out , for now is moste nede 
For high and low, with-outen any drede, 
I wol alwey tliyne hestes alle kepo , 

Have now good night, and lat us hotlio 
slcpe ’ 420 

61 Thus held him edi with other wel 

ipaycd, 

That al the world no mighte it het 
amende , 

And, on the morwe, whin they wire 
arayed, 

Ech to his owene nodes gan entende 
But Troilus, though as thi f\r he bicnde 
For sharp desyr of hope and of plesaunoc, 
He not for gat his godc govern lunce 4-7 

62 But in him self with manhod gaii 
restreyne 

Ech rakel dede and ech unl)i\dlcd chcre. 
That alle tho that liven, sooth to seine, 
No sholde han wist, hy w 01 d or hi m inei e 
Wliat that he meiite, as touching this 
matere 4^2 

From eveiy wight as fer as is the cloiuh 
He was, so wd dissimulcn he coudi 

63 And al tho wh>l whn h that I low 

devise, 41 ,^ 

This was his lyf, with al his fulle might. 
By day he was m Maites high seiijse, 
This IS to seyii, in aiincs as a knight , 

And for file more pait, the longo niglit 
He lai ,and thoughte how that he mighte 
seivo 4 |o 

His lady host, hir thank lor to deserve 

64 Nil T nought swert, al-thougli ho lay 
softe, 

That in his tliought ho nns snmwhit 
dis( sed, 

Ne that he tornede on his pilwes ofte. 
And woldo of that him missed han hen 
sesed , 44 “i 

But in swieli cas man is nought alwey 
plesod. 

For ought I wot, no more than was he , 
That can I deme of possibihtee 


65 But certeyn is, to purpos for to go, 
That in this whyle, as writen is m 

geste, 450 

He say his lady som-tyme , and also 
She with him spak, whan that she dorste 
or lesto, 

\nd by hii botlio avys, as was the heste, 
Apointidcn ful wiily 111 this nede. 

So IS they doiste, how they woldo pro- 
ccele 4*55 

66 But it was spoken in so short a wry so, 
In swicli await ilwej, and in swieh fere, 
Lest nn> ivyglit eliv;yncn or dei;yse 
Wolde of hem two, 01 to it h je an ere, 
Til it al this woild so leef to hem ne 

weio 460 

As that Cupido woldc hem grace senile 
To m ikon ot hii ^pc e he aught an ende 

67 But f hilke litcl th it thej spoke or 
wioughtc, 

His wise goost took ni of al swicli hede, 
It semeel hir, he wistc that she thoughte 
With-outon woid, so tint it was no nede 
To hidelo him ought to done, or ought 
forbede , 467 

For wliuli sli( thoughte that loie, al 
come it late, 

Of alio jo;yc huddo opned hii the 5 ate 

GS And shoitlv of this proces for to 
pace, 470 

So wcl his wcik and wordes he hisctte, 
Th it lie so ful stood in his ladi giace, 

4 liat twenty thousand tioncs, or she lette, 
She thonked goel she ever with him 
metto , 

So coude ho him go\erne m swich ser- 
11 se, 47t 

That al tho world no mighte it bet 
del JSC 

69 For why she fond him so discreet in al. 
So sociot, and ot swicli oht isaunco. 

That ivcl she felte he w as to hii a wal 
Of steel, and sheld from every disple- 
sauiice , 480 

That, to ben 111 his gode governannee. 

So wys he was, she was no more afered, 

I mene, as fer as oughte ben roquerecU 
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70 And Pandarus, to quike alwey the fyr, | 

Was ever y-lyke prest and diligent , 48 <5 [ 

To ese his frend was set al his desyr 

He shoof ay on, he to and fro was sent , 

He lettres bar whan Troilus was absent 
That never man, as in his freendes node, 
Ne bar him bet than he, with-oiiten { 

drede 490 1 

71 But now, paraunter, som man wa^ten 
wolde 

Tliat every word, or sonde , or look, or 
chere 

Of Troilus that I relierscn sliolde. 

In al this wh\le, un-to liis lady dere , 

I trowe it were a long thing for to 
here , 40^ 

Or of what wight that stant in swich dis 
joynte, 

His wordes alle, or eve ry look, to poynte 

72 For sothe, I have not herd it doon cr 
this. 

In storye noon, ne no man here, I wenc , 
And though I wolde I coude not, y-wis , 
For ther was som opistel hem bitwene, s<)i ' 
That wolde, as seyth myn auctoi, wel 
contene 

Neigh half this book, of which him hst 
not wryte , 

How sliolde I thanne a lyno of it endjte ’ | 

73 But to the grete effect than sey I I 

thus, 50s 

That stonding in c oncord and in quiet e | 
Thise like two, Criseyde and Troilus, j 

As I have told, and in this tyme swete, j 
Save only often mighto they not mete, j 

Ne lavser have hir speches to f ulfollo, 510 ' 
That it befel right as I shal yow telle, | 

I 

74 That Pandarus, that ever dide his 

might j 

Bight for the fyn that I shal speke of J 
here, j 

As for to bringe to his hous som night 
His faire nece, and Troilus y-f ere, 515 ' 

Wher-as at leyser al this heigh matere, i 
Touching hir love, were at the folio up- ! 

bounde, | 

Hadde out of doute a tyme to it founde ! 


75 For he with greet deliberacioun 
Hadde every thing that her-to mighte 

avayle 520 

Forn-cast, and put in exeoucioun. 

And neither laft for cost no for travaylo , 
Come if hem lest, hem sliolde no-thing 
fayle , 

And for to been in ought espyed there. 
That, wisto he wel, an inpossible were 

76 Dredelees, it cloei was in the wind 

Of every pyo and every lette-game , <^27 

Now al IS wel, for al the woild is blind 
In this matere, bothe fremed and tame 
This timber is al ledy up to frame , <^30 

Us lakketh nought but that wo witen 

wolde 

A cortein houre, in wliiche she comen 
sliolde 

77 And Troilus, that al this purveyaunce 
Knew at the fulle, and w lytede on it ay, 
Hadde horo-up-on eek made giet orde- 

naunce, 

And foui do his cause, and thor-to his 
aray. 

If th it hf were missed, night or day, 
Ther-whj^le ho wis aboute this sorvyso. 
That ho was goon to doon Ins sacrifyse, 

78 And moste at swich a temple alone 

w ike, 540 

Answeied of Appollo for to bo , 

A.iid first, to seen the holy laurer quake, 
Fr that Apollo spak out of the tree, 
lo telle him next whan Oiokts sholdon 
flee , 

And forthy letto him no man, god for- 
bede, 545 

But preye Apollo holpen in this nede 

79 Now 18 ther litel more for to done, 

But Pandare up, and shortly for to seyne, 
Bight sone upon the chaunging of the 

mono, 

Wlian lightles is the world a night or 
tweyne, 

And that the welken shoop him for to 
reyne, 

He streiglit a-morwe un-to his nece 
wente , 

Ye han wel herd the fyn of his entente 
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30 Wlian lie was come, lie gan anoon to 
pleye 

he was wont, and of him self to jape , 
\.nd fynally, he swor and gan hir seye, 5'>6 
3y this and that, she sliolde him not 
escape, 

STe lenger doon him after hir to gape 
3ut eerteynly she moste, by Inr leve, 

>ome soupeii in his hous with him at 
eve ij6o 

!1 At whiche she lough, and gan hir 
faste excuse, 

^nd seyde, it rayneth , lo, how sholde 
I goon ? ’ 

Lat be,’ quod he, ne stond not thus to 
muse , 

''his moot be doon, ye shal be ther anoon ’ 

>0 at the laste her-of they felle at oon, 56^ 
)r elles, softe he swor hir in hir ere, 
le nolde never come ther she were 

2 Sone after this, to him she gan to 
rowne, 

Lnd asked him if Troilus were there ? 
le swor hir, ^nay, for he was out of 
tOWnO," 

ind seyde, ‘ nece, I pose that he were, 

^ow fthurfte never have the more lere 
or rather than men miglite him ther 
aspye, 

le were lever a thousand fold to dye * 

3 Nought list myn auctor fully to 

declare 57c; | 

Vhat that she thoughte whan he sevde 
so, 

'hat Troilus was out of town y-fare, 
s if he seyde ther-of sooth or no , 
tut that, witli-ou tea wayt, with him to go, 

he graunted him, sitli he hir that bi- | 

soughte, 581) I 

nd, as his nece, obeyed as hir oughte 

i But nathelees, yet gan she him bi- 
seche, 

1“ though with him to goon it was no fere, 
or to be war of goosish peples speche, 
hat dremen thinges which 0 that never 
were, 5Ss 

nd wel avyse him whom he broughte 
there, 


And sevde him, ‘ eem, sm I mot on yow 
triste, 

Loke al be wel, and do now as yow liste * 

85 He swor hir, ‘ yis, by stokkes and by 
stones. 

And by the goddes that in hevene dwelle. 
Or elles were him lever, soule and bones. 
With Pluto king as depe been in helle ^92 
As Tantalus • ’ What sholde I more telle ? 
Whan al was wel, he roos and took his 
leve. 

And she to souper com, whan it was eve, 

86 With a certayn of hir owene men, 

And with hir faire nece Antigone, 

And othere of hir vvommen nyne or ten , 
But who was glad now, who, as trowe ye, 
But Troilus, that stood and mighte it 
see 600 

Thurgh-out a litel windowe m a stewe, 
Ther he bishet, sin midnight, was in 
mewe, 

87 Unvvist of every wight but of Pandai e? 
But to the poynt , now whan she was 

>-come 

With alle joye, and alle frendes fare, 605 
Hir eem anoon 111 armes hath hir nome, 
And aftei to the souper, alle and some. 
Whan ty me was, ful softe they hem sette 
God wot, ther was no deyntee for to fette 

bS And after souper gonnen they to 
rjse, 610 

At ese wcl, with hertes fresshe and glade, 
And -wel was him that coude best devvse 
To Ij’^ken hir, or that hir laughen made 
He song , she pleyde , he tolde tale of 
Wade 

But at the laste, as every thing hath 
ende, 6i<> 

She took hir leve, and nedes wolde wende 

89 But 0, Fortune, executrice of wierdes, 
O influences of thiso hevenes hye ’ 
both is, that, under god, ye ben our 
hierdes. 

Though to us bestes been the causes 
wrye 620 

This mene I now, for she gan hoomwara 

Kye, 
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Bat execnt was al bisyde hir leve, 

At tlie goddes wil , for which she moste 
bleve 

90 The bente mone with hir homes pale, 
Saturne, and Jove, in Cancro joyned 

were, 62<> 

That swich a rayn from hevene gan avale. 
That e\ ery maner wommanthat was there 
Hadde of that smoky reyn a verray fcro , 
At which Pandare tho lough, and seyde 
thenne, 

‘ Now were it tyme a lady to go henne ’ 630 

91 But goode nece, if I mighte ever plese 
Yow any-thing, than prey I yow,’ quod he, 
‘To doon myn herte as now so greet an 

ese 

As for to dwelle here al this night with me. 
For- why this is your owe no hous, pardeo 
For, by my trouthe, I sey it nought a- 
game, 636 

To wende as now, it were to me a shame ’ 

92 Cnseyde, whiche that coude as muche 
good 

As half a world, tok hedo of his preyore , 
And sin it ron, and al was on a flood, 640 
She thoughte, as good chop may I dwellen 
hero. 

And graunte it gladly with a freendes 
chore. 

And have a thank, as grucche and thanne 
abyde , 

For hoom to goon it may nought wfl 
bityde 

93 ‘I wol,’ quod she, myn uncle leef 

and dere, 645 

Sin that yow list, it skilo is to be so , 

I am right glad with yow to dwellen here , 
I seyde but a-game, I wolde go ’ 

‘ Y-wis, graunt mercy, nece ’ ’ quod he 
tho , 649 

‘ Were it a game or no, soth for to telle, 
Now am I glad, sin that yow list to dwcllc ’ 

94 Thus al is wel , but tho bigan aright 
The newe joye, and al the feste agayn , 
But Pandarus, if goodly hadde he might. 
He wolde han hyed hir to bedde fayn, 655 
And seyde, ‘ lord» this is an huge rayn I 


This were a weder for to slepen mne , 
And that I rede us sone to biginne 

95 And nece, woot ye wher I wol yow 

leye, 6<59 

For that we shul not liggen fer asonder. 
And for ye neither shullen, dar I seye, 
Keren noise of reynes nor of thonder ? 

By god, right in my lyte closet yonder 
And I wol in that outer hous allone 
Be waideyn of your wommen everichone 

96 And in this middel chaumbre that ye 

see 666 

Shul youro wommen slepen wel and softe , 
And ther 1 seyde shal your-selve bo , 

And if ye liggen wel to-night, com ofte. 
And careth not what weder is on-lofte 670 
The wyn anon, and whan so that yow 
leste. 

So go we slej)e, I trowe it be the beste ’ 

97 Ther ms no more, but hore-after sone, 
The voyde dronke, and travers drawe 

anon, 

Gan every wight, that hadde nought to 
done 675 

More in tliat place, out of the chaumber 
gon 

And ever-mo so stemelich it ron. 

And blew ther with so wonderliche loude. 
That wel neigh no manlieren other coude 

98 Tho Pandarus, hir eem, right as him 

oughte, 680 

With women swiche as were hir most 
aboute, 

Ful glad un-to hir beddos syde hir 
broughte. 

And took his leve, and gan ful lowe loute. 
And seyde, ‘ here at this closet-dore with- 
outo, 

Right over-thwart, your wommen liggen 
alle, 6S5 

That, whom yow liste of hem, ye may 
here calle ’ 

99 So whan that she was m the closet 
leyd. 

And alle hir wommen forth by orde- 
naunce 

A-bedde weren, ther as I haye seyd, 
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There was no more to skippen nor to 
traunce, 690 

But boden go to bedde, with mischauncc, 
If any wight was steringe any-where, 

And late hem slepe that a-bedde were 

100 But Pandarus, that wcl coude echo 
a del 

The olde daunco, and every poynt ther- 
iiine, 6 q‘5 

Wlian that he sey that alle thing was wcl, 
He thoughte he wolde up-on his weik 
biginne, 

And gan the stewe-doro al softe un-pinne, 
And stiUe as stoon, with-outen longer 
lette, 

By Troilus a-doun light he him sotte 700 

101 And, shortly to the pojmt light for 
to gon, 

Of al this werk he tolde him word and 
onde. 

And seyde, ‘ make thee redy right anon, 
For thou shalt in-to heveno bhsse wendo ’ 
‘Now blisful Venus, thou me grace 
sende, ’ 70^ 

Quod Troilus, ‘ for never yet no nede 
Hadde I or now, no halvcndel the drede ’ 

102 Quod Pandaius, ‘ ne drede thee never 
a del. 

For it shal been light as thou wilt desyre , 
So tliiyve I, this night shal I make it 
wel, 710 

Or casten al the gruwtl in the fyre ' 

‘ Yit blisful Venus, this night thou me 
enspyre,’ 

Quod Troilus, ‘ as wis as I theo serve, 

And ever bet and bet shal, til I stervo 

103 And if I haddo, O Venus ful of 

mirthe, 715 

Aspectes badde of Mais or of Satumo, | 
Or thou combust 01 let were in my blithe, 
Thy fader pray al thilke harm disturne 
Of grace, and that I glad ayoiu may 
turne. 

For love of him thou lovedest in the 
shawe, 720 

I mene Adoon, that with the boor was 

slawo 


104 O Jove eek, for the love of faire 
Europe, 

The whiclio in forme of bole away thou 
fetto , 

Now help, O Mars, thou with thy blody 
cope. 

For lo\o of Cipris, thou me nought ne 
lette , 72^ 

0 Phebus, thenk whan Dane hir-selven 

shotto 

Undei the bark, and laurer wex foi drede. 
Yet for liir love, 0 helxi now at this node ’ 

105 Mercune, for the love of Hiers6 eko, 

1 or which Pall is was with Aglauros 

wrooth, jua 

Now help, and eek Diane, I thee biseke, 
That this viage be not to thee looth 
O fatal sustren, which, er any clooth 
Me shap€ n was, my desten6 mo sponne. 
So holpeth to this werk that is bi-gonne ’ ’ 

106 Quod Pandarus, ‘ thou wrecehed 

mouses herte, 736 

Art thou agast so that she wol thee byte ^ 
"Why, don this furred cloke up-on thy 
sherte, 

And folowe me, foi I wol han the wyte , 
But byd, and lat me go bifore a lyte ’ 740 
And with that word he gan un-do a 
trappe. 

And Troilus he broughte in by the lapiie 

107 The sterno wind so loude gan to 
route 

That no wight other noyse mighto here , 
And they that layen at the doie with- 
oute, 745 

Ful sikerly they slepten alle y-fere , 

And Pandarus, with a ful sobre cliere, 
Goth to the doro anon witli-outen lette, 
Ther-as they laye, and softely it shette 

108 And as he com ayeinward prively, 
His nece awook, and asked ‘who goth 

there?’ 7^1 

‘ My dore nece,’ quod he, ‘ it am I , 

Ne wondreth not, no have of it no fere , ’ 
And ner he com, and seyde hir in hir ere, 

‘ No word, for love of god I yow biseche , 
Lat no wight ryse and horen of our 
speche ’ 756 
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109 ‘What’ which wcy be ye eomen, 
henedicite? ’ 

Quod she, ‘ and how thus unwist of hem 
aUe’’ 

‘ Here at this secree trappe-dore,’ quod he 
Quod tlio Criseyde, ‘lat me som wight 
calle ’ 760 

‘ Ey ’ god forbede that it sholde falle,’ 
Quod Pandarus, ‘ that ye swich foly 
wroughte ’ 

They mighte deme thing they never er 
thoughte ’ 

110 It 13 nought good a sloping hound to 
wake, 

Ne yeve a wight a cause to devyne , 76*? 

Your wommen slepen alle, I under-take, 
So that, for hem, the hous men mighte 
myne , 

And slepen wolen til the sonne sh5nne 
And whan my tale al brought is to an 
ende, 

Unwist, right as I com, so wol I wcnde 

111 Now nece myn, ye shul wel under- 

stonde,’ 771 

Quod he, ‘ so as ye wommen demen alle. 
That for to holde in love a man in hondo. 
And him hir “leef” and “dere herte” 
calle, 

And maken him an howve above a calle, 

I mene, as love an other in this whyle, 770 
She doth hir-self a shame, and him a gyle 

112 Now wherby that I telle yow al this ? 

Ye woot your-sell, as wel as any wight, 
How that your love al fully graunted is 
To Troilus, the worthieste knight, 781 

Oou of this world, and ther-to trouthe 

That, but it were on him along, ye nolde 
Him never falsen, whyl ye liven sholde 

113 Now stant it thus, that sith I fro 

yow wente, 785 

This Troilus, nght platly for to seyn, 

Is thurgh a gotcr, by a pnv6 wente, 

In-to my chaumbre come in al this reyn, 
Unwist of every maner wight, certcyn, 
Save of my-sclf, as wisly have I joye, 790 
And by that feith I shal Pryam of Troye ’ 


114 And he is come in swich peyne and 
distresse 

That, but he be al fully wood by this. 

He sodeynly mot falle in-to wodnesse, 
But-if god helpe , and cause why this is, 
He seyth him told is, of a freend of his, 
How that ye sholde love oon that hatte 
Horaste, 797 

For sorwe of which this night shalt been 
his laste ’ 

115 Criseyde, which that al this wonder 
herde, 

Gan sodeynly aboute hir herte colde, 800 
And with a syk she sorwfully answerde, 

‘ Allas ’ I wende, who-so tales tolde. 

My dere herte wolde me not holde 
So lightly fals ’ alias ’ conceytes wronge, 
What harm they doon, for now live I to 
longe ’ 8c)ij 

116 Horaste ’ alias ’ and falsen Troilus ? 
I knowe him not, god helpe me so,’ quod 

she , 

‘Allas ’ what wikked siunt tolde him 
thus i 

Now certes, eem, to-morwo, and I him see, 
I shal thcr-of as ful excusen me 810 
As ever dido womman, if him lyke ’ , 

And with that word she gan ful sore syke 

117 ‘Ogod’’ quod she, ‘ so worldly seli- 
nesse. 

Which clerkes callen fals felicitee, 
Y-medled is with many a bitternesse ’ 81 
Ful anguisshous than is, god woot,’ quod 
she, 

‘ Condicioun of veyn prosperitee , 

For either joyes comen nought y-fere, 

Or elles no wight hath hem alwey hero 

118 O brotcl wcle of mannes joye un- 
stable ’ 820 

With what wight so thou be, or how thou 
pleye. 

Either he woot that thou, joye, art mu- 
ablo, 

Or woot it not, it moot ben oou of tweye , 
Now if he woot it not, how may he seye 
That he hath verray joye and selinesse, 825 
That 13 of ignorauncc ay in dorknesse ? 
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110 Now if he woot that joye is transi- 
torie, 

As every joye of worldly thing mot flee, 
Than every tyme he that hath in me- 
morie, 

The drede of lesing maketh him that he 
May in no parfit selinesse be 831 

And if to lose his joye he set a myte, 

Than semeth it that joye is worth ful 
lyte 

120 Whcrfore I wol deffyne in this 
matere, 

That trewely, for onght I can ospye, 835 
Ther is no verray wele in this world here 
But O, thou wikked serpent Jalousye, 
Thou misbeleved and envious folye, 

Why hastow Troilus me miul untnste, 
That never yet agilte him, that I wiste ? * 

121 Quod Pandarus, ‘ thus fallen is this 

cas ’ 841 

‘ Wliy, uncle myn,’ quod she, ‘ who tolde 
him this ? 

Why doth my dcre heite thus, alias 
‘ Ye woot, ye nece myn,’ quod ho, ‘ what is , 
I hope al shal be wcl that is amis 84'; 
For ye may quenche al this, if that yow 
leste, 

And doth right so, for I holde it tlie 
beste ’ 

122 ‘ So shal I do to-morwe, y-wis,’ quod 
she, 

‘And god to forn, so that it shal siiffysc ’ 
‘ To-morwe ? alias, that were a fayr,’ quod 
he, 830 

‘Nay, nay, it may not stonden in this 
wyse , 

For, neoe myn, thus wryten clerkes wyse. 
That peril is with drecclung in y-drawe , 
Nay, swich abodes been nought worth an 
hawe 

123 Nece, al thing hath tyme, I dar 

avowe , 8s‘? 

For whan a chaumber a-fyr is, or anhalle, 
Wei more nede is, it sodeynly rescowe 
Than to dispute, and axe amonges alle 
How IS this candel in the straw y-falle ? 
A ’ 'bmedtetie ^ for al among that fare 860 
The harm is doon, and fare-wel feldefare ’ 


124 And, nece myn, ne take it not a- 
greef, 

If that ye suffre him al night in this wo, 
God help me so, ye hadde him never leef, 
That dar I seyn, now there is but we 
two , 865 

But wel I woot, that ye wol not do so , 

Ye been to wys to do so grot folye, 

To putte his lyf al night in jupartye ’ 

125 ‘Hadde I him never leef By god, 
I wene 

Ye hadde never thing so leef,’ quod she 
‘ Now by my thrift,’ quod he, ‘ that shal 
be sene , 871 

For, sin ye make this ensample of me. 

If I al night wolde him in sorwe see 
For al the tresour in the toun of Troye, 

I bidde god, I never mote have joye ’ 87*7 

126 Now loke thanne, if ye, that been 
his love, 

Shul putte al night his lyf in jupartye 
For thing of nought ’ Now, by that god 
above, 

Nought only this delay comth of folye, 
But of malice, if that I shal nought lye 
What, platly, and jo suffre him in dis- 
tressc, 881 

Yo neither bountee doon ne gentilesse ’ ’ 

127 Quod tho Crisejde, ‘ wole je doon 
o thing, 

And ye therwith shal stmto al his disese , 
Have here, and bereth him this blewe 
ring, 885 

For ther is no-thmg mighte him bettre 
plese. 

Save I my-self, ne more his herte apese , 
And sey my dere herte, that his sorw e 
Is causelcs, that shal be seen to-morwe ’ 

128 * A rmg ? ’ quod he, ‘ ye, hasel-wodes 

shaken ’ 8go 

Ye, nece myn, that img moste ban a stoon 
That mighte dede men ah ve maken , 

And swich a rmg, trowe I that ye have 
noon 

Discrecioun out of your heed is goon , 
That fele I now,’ quod he, ‘and that is 
routhe , 89'? 

O tyme y-lost, wel maystow cursen 
slouthe ' 
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129 Wot ye not wel that nohle and heigh 
corage 

Ne sorweth not, ne stinteth eek for lyte ? 
But if a fool were in a jalous rage, 

I nolde setten at his sorwe a myte, 900 
But feffe him with a fewe wordes whyte 
Another day, whan that I mighte him 
finde 

But this thing s^ont al in another kinde 

130 This IS so gentil and so tendre of 
herte. 

That with his deeth he wol his sorwes 
wreke , 

For trusteth wel, how soie that him 
smerte. 

He wol to yow no jalouse wordes speke 
And for-thy, nece, or that his herte breke, 
So spek your-self to him of this matcre , 
For with o word ye may his herte store 

131 Now have I told what peril he is 

inne, 911 

And his coming unwist is t’ every wight , 
Ne, pardee, harm may ther be noon ne 
sinne , 

I wol my-self be with yow al this night 
Ye knowe eek how it is your owne knight. 
And that, by right, yo moste upon him 
triste, 916 

And I al prest to fecche him whan yow 
liste ’ 

132 This accident so pitous was to here. 
And eek so lyk a sooth, at pryme face, 
And Troilus hir knight to hir so dere, 920 
His privfe coming, and the siker place. 
That, though that she dide him as 

thanne a grace. 

Considered alle thinges as they stode, 

No wonder is, sin she dide al for gode 

133 Cryseyde answerde, ‘ as wisly god at 

resto 925 

My sowle bringe, as me is for him wo * 
And eem, y-wis, fayn wolde I doon the 
beste, 

If that I hadde grace to do so 

But whether that ye dwelle or for him go, 

I am, til god me bettre mmde sende, 930 
At dulcarnon, right at my wittes ende ’ 


134 Quod Pandarus, ‘ye, nece, wol ye 
here? 

Dulcarnon called is “fleminge of 
wrecches ” , 

It semeth hard, for wrecches wol not lere 
For verray slouthe or othere wilful 
tecches , 933 

This seyd by hem that be not worth two 
fecches 

But ye ben wys, and that we han on 
honde 

Nis neither hard, ne skilful to withstonde ’ 

136 ‘Thanne, eem,’ quod she, ‘doth hcr- 
of as yow list , 

But er he come I wil up first aryse , 940 
And, for the love of god, sin al my trist 
Is on yow two, and ye ben bothe wyse. 

So wircheth now in so discreet a wyse. 
That I honour may have, and he ples- 
aunce , 

For I am here al in your governaunce ’ 

136 ‘That IS wel se^d,’ quod he, ‘my 

nece derc, 946 

Ther good thrift on that wyse gentil 
herte ’ 

But liggeth stille, and taketh him right 
here. 

It nedeth not no ferther for him sterte , 
And och of yow eso otheres sorwes smerte. 
For love of god , and, Venus, I thee 
herie , 9 Si 

For sone hope I we shulle bon alle merie ’ 

137 This Troilus ful sone on knees him 
setto 

Ful sobrely, right by hir beddes heed^ 

And in his beste wyse his lady grette , 955 
But lord, so she wex sodeynliche reed ' 

Ne, though men sholden smyten of hir 
heed. 

She coude nought a word a-riglit out- 
bringe 

So sodeynly, for his sodeyn cominge 

138 But Pandarus, that so wel coude fele 
In every thing, to pleye anoon bigan, 961 
And soyde, ‘ nece, see how this lord can 

knele ’ 

Now, for your trouthe, seeth this gentil 
man ’’ 
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And with that word he for a quisshen 
ran, 

And seyde, ‘ kneleth now, whyl that yow 
leste, 965 

Tiler god your hertes bringe sone at 
reste ’ ’ 

139 Can I not seyn, for she bad him not 
ryse, 

If sorwe it putte out of hir remembraunce, 
Or elles if she toke it in the wyso 
Of dufetee, as for his observaunce , 970 

But wei finde I she dide him this 
plesaunce, 

Tliat she him kiste, al-though she syked 
sore , 

And bad him sitte a-dounwith-outen more 

140 Quod Pandarus, ‘ now wol ye wel 
bxginne , 

Now doth him sitte, gode nece dore, 97^ 
Upon 5^ our beddes syde al there with- 
inne, 

Tliat ech of yow the bet may other here ’ 
And with that woid lie drow him to the 
fere. 

And took a light, and fond liis conten- 
aunce 

As tor to loke up-on an old romaunce 980 

141 Cnseyde, that was Troilus lady right, 
And cleer stood on a ground of sikernesse, 
Al thoughte she, hir servaunt and hir 

knight 

Ne sliolde of right non untrouthe in hir 
gesse, 984 

Yet nathelees, considered his distresse, 
And that love is in cause of swicli folyo, 
Thus to him spak she of his jelousye 

142 ‘ Lo, herto myii, as wolde the excel- 
lence 

Of love, ayeins the which that no man 
may, 

Ne oughte eek goodly maken resistence , 
And eek bycause I felte wel and say 991 
Your gretetrouthe, and servyse everyday , 
And that your herte al myn was, sooth to 
seyne, 

This droof me for to rewe up-on your 
peyne 


143 And your goodnesse have I founde 

alwey yit, 995 

Of whiche, my dero herte and al my 
knight, 

I thonke it yow, as fer as I have wit, 

Al can I nought as muche as it were right , 
And I, emforth my conninge and my 
might, 

Have and ay shal, how sore that me 
smerte, 1000 

Ben to yow trewe and hool, with al myn 
herto , 

144 And dredelees, that shal be founde 
at preve — ■ 

But, herte myn, what al this is to seyne 
Shal wel be told, so that ye noght yow 
greve. 

Though I to yow right on j^our-self com- 
pleyne 1005 

For ther-\v ith mene I f j nally the peyne. 
That halt your herte and myn in hevi- 
nesse, 

Fully to sleen, and every wrong redresse 

146 My goode, myn, not I for why ne 
how 

That Jalousye, alias ’ that wikked wivere, 
Thus causelees is cropen in-to yow , loi i 
The harm of which I wolde fayn delivere ’ 
Allas ’ that he, al hool, or of him shvero, 
Shuld have his refut in so digno a place, 
Ther Jove him sone out of your herto 
arace ! 1015 

146 But 0 , thou Jove, 0 auctor of nature, 
Is this an honour to thy deitee, 

That folk ungiltif sufFren here injure, 
And who that giltif is, al quit goth he ? 

O were it leful for to pleyne on thee, 1020 
That undeserved suffrest jalousye, 

And that I wolde up-on thee pleyne and 
cryo ’ 

147 Eek al my wo is this, that folk now 
usen 

To seyn right thus, “ye, Jalousye is 
Love ’ ” 1024 

And wolde a busshel venim al exousen. 
For that o greyn of love is on it shove ’ 
But that wot heighe god that sit abo\e, 



262 


fttti 


[Book IL 


If it be lyker love, or hate, or grame , 
And after that, it oughte here his name 

148 But certeyn is, som maner jalousye 
Is excusable more than som, y-wis lo^i 
As whan cause is, and som swich fantasyo 
With pietee so wel repressed is, 

That it unnethe dooth or seyth amis, 

But g<x>dly drinkoth up al his distresse , 
And that excuse I, lor the gentilesse 10^0 

149 And som so ful of fiiric is and despyt, 
That it souimountetli his rcpressioun , 
But herte myn, ye be not in that plyt. 
That th alike I god, lor whiche your 

passioun 1040 

I wol not calle it but illusioun. 

Of habundaunce of loye and bisy cure, 
That dooth your herte this disesc endure 

150 Of which I am right sory, but not 

wrooth , J044 

But, lor my devoir and your hertes reste, 
Wher-so yow list, by ordal or by ooth, 

By sort, or in what wyse so yow leste, 

For love of god, hit preve it lor the beste ’ 
Ajid if that I bo giltif, do me deye, 1049 
Allas ’ what mighte I more doon or scye ? ’ 

151 With that a fewe brighte teres newe 
Out of hir cyen fille, and thus she seyde, 

‘ Now god, thou wost, in thought ne dede 
untrewe 

To Troilus was never yet Criscyde ’ 

With that hir heed doun 111 the bed she 
leyde, 

And with the sheto it wreigh, and syghed 
sore, 

And held lur pecs , not o word spak she 
more 

152 But now help god to quenchen al 
this sorwe. 

So hope I that he shal, for he best may, 
For I have seyn, of a ful misty morwe io6t> 
Folwen ful ofto a mery someres day , 

And after winter folweth grene May 
Men seen alday, and reden eek m stories. 
That after sharpe ahoures been victories 

153 This Troilus, whan he hir wordes 

herde, 1065 

Have ye no care, him liste not to slepe , 


For it thoughte him no strokes of a yerd 
To here or seen Criseyde his lady wepe , 
But wel he ielte aboute his herte crepe. 
For every teer which that Criseyde 
sterte, lO/ 

The crampe of deeth, to stieyne him b 
the herte 

154 And in his minde ho gan the tym 
acurse 

That ho cam there, and that he was born 
For now is wikke y-turned in-to worse. 
And al that labour ho hath doon biforn. 
He wende it lost, he thoughte he nas bn 
lorn 107 

‘ O Band irus,’ thoughte ho, ‘ alias • th 
wyle 

Serveth of nought, so woylawey th 
whyle ' ’ 

1 55 And therwithal he heng a-doun th 
heed. 

And 111 on knees, and sorwfully he sighte 
What mighte he seyn? he felte he ns 
but deed, loS 

For wrooth was she that shulde his sorwe 
lighto 

But nathelees, whan that he speke 
mighte. 

Than seyde ho thus, ‘ god woot, that c 
this game, 

Whan al is wist, than am I not to blame 

156 Tlier-with the sorwe so his hort 

shette, 108 

That trom his eyen fil ther not a tere. 
And every spirit his vigour in-knette, 

So they astoned and oppressed were 
The ieling of his sorwe, or of his fere, 109 
Or of ought elles, fled was out of towne , 
And doun he fel al sodeynly a-swowne 

157 This was no litel sorwe for to see , 
But al was bust, and Pandare up as fastc 
‘ O nece, pees, or we be lost,’ quod ho, 109 
‘ Beth nought agast , ’ but certeyn, at th 

laste. 

For this or that, he in-to bedde him caste 
And seyde, ‘0 theef, is this a manne 
herte ? ’ 

And of he rente al to his bare sherte , 



Book III ] 


^trotfUe an) 


263 


158 And seyde, ‘nece, but ye helpe us 
now, I icx> 

Allas, your owne Troilus is lorn 
‘ Y-wis, so wolde I, and I wiste how, 

Ful fayn,’ quod she , ‘ alias ^ that I was 
born ’ ’ 

‘ Ye, nece, wol ye pullen out the thorn 
That stiketh in his licrte?’ quod Pandare , 

‘ Sey “al foryeve,” ind stmt is al this 
faro ’ ’ 1 106 

169 ^ Ye, that to me,’ quod she, ‘ tul 
lever were 

Than al the good the sonne ahouto gooth’ , 
And therwith-al she swoor him in his ore, 

‘ Y-wis, my dere herte, I am nought 
wrooth, 1 1 10 

Have hero my troutho and m iny another 
ooth , 

Now speelf to me , tor it am I, Criseyde ’’ 
But al for nought , yet mighte he not 
a-brejde 

160 Therwith his pous and pawmes of 
his hondcs 

They gan to frote, and wete liis temples 
tweyne, iiis; 

And, to doliveren him from bitti c bondes, 
She ofte him kiste , and, shortly for to 
scyno. 

Him to rc\oken she dide al hir ptyno 
And at the laste, he gun his breeth to 
drawc. 

And of his swough sone after that adawe, 

161 And gan bet minde and reson to him 

take, 1 1 21 

But wonder sore ho was abaj st, y-wis 
And with a s> k, whan he gan bet a wake, 
He seyde, ‘ O mercy, god, what thing is 
this i’ ’ 

Why do ye with your-selven thus amis ? ’ 
i^Juod tho Criseyde, ‘ is this a mannes 
game? 1126 

iVhat, Troilus ’ wol ye do thus, for 
shame ? ’ 

L 62 And therwith-al hir arm over him 
she leyde, 

And al foryaf, and ofte tyme him keste 
He thonked hir, and to hir spak, and 
seyde 1130 


As fil to purpos for his herte reste 
And she to that answerde him as hir 
leste , 

And with hir goodly wordes him disporte 
She gan, and otte his sorwes to comforte 

163 Quod Pandarus, ‘ for ought I can 

espyen, 1x3=^ 

This light nor I no serven hero of nought , 
Light IS not good for syke folkes yen 
But for the love of god, sin ye be brought 
In thus good pl>t, lat now non hevy 
thought 

Berr hanginge in the hertes of yow 
tweye ’ 1140 

And bai the candxl to the chimeneye 

164 Sone after tins, though it no nede 
were, 

Wlian she swich othes as hir list dewse 
Hadde of him take, hir thoughte tho no 
feie, 

Ne cause eek non, to bidde him thennes 
ryse 1145 

Yet hsse thing than othes ma^v suffvse 
In many a cas , for every wight, I gesse. 
That loveth wel meneth but gentilesse 

165 But in eifoct she wolde wite anoon 
Of what man, and cok where, and also 

why 1 1 50 

Ho lelous was, sin ther was cause noon , 
And eek the signe, that he took it by, 

Sho bad him that to telle hir bisily. 

Or olios, cortevn, sho bar him on honde. 
That this was doon of malis, hir to fonde 

166 With-outen more, shortly for to 

soyne, ii 

He moste obeye un-to Ins lady heste , 

And for the lasse harm, he moste feyne 
He seyde hir, whan she was at swiche 
a feste 

She mighte on him han loked at the 
leste, 1160 

Not I not what, al deie j-nough a risshe, 
As he that nodes moste a cause fisshe 

167 And she answerde, ‘ swete, al were 
it so, 

What harm was that, sin I non y\el 
mene? 
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For, by that god that boughte us bothe 

two, 1165 

In alle thinge is myn entente dene 
Swich arguments ne been not worth a 
bene , 

Wol ye the childish jaloiis contrefete? 
Now were it wortli;^ that yo were y-bete ’ 

168 Tho Troilus gan sorwfully to syko, 

Lest she be wrooth, him thoughte his 

herte deyde , 1171 

And seyde, ‘ alias ’ ii)Don my sorwes syke 
Have mercy, swete herte m-y n, Criseyde ’ 
And if that, in tho wordes that I seyde, 
Be any wrong, I wol no more trespace , 
Do what yow list, I am al in your grace * 

169 And she answerde, ‘ of gilt miseri- 
corde ' 

That IS to seyn, that I for\ eve al this , 
And ever-more on this night yow recorde. 
And lieth wel war ye do no more amis ’1 iSo 
‘ Nay, dero herte mj n,’ quod he, ‘ y-wis ’ 
‘And now,' quod she, ‘that I have do 
yow smerte 

Foryeve it me, myn owono swete herte ’ 

170 This Troilus, with blisse of that sup- 

pry sed, 1184 

Put al in goddes bond, as he that mente 
No thing but wel , and, sodeynly avysed. 
He hir in armes faste to him hente 
And Pandarus, with a ful good entente, 
Leyde him to slepe, and seyde, ‘ if ye ben 
wyse, 

Swowneth not now, lest more folk aryse ’ 

171 What mighte or may the sely larke 

seye, 1191 

Whan that the sparhauk hath it in his 
foot ? 

I can no more, but of thise like tw eye, 

To whom this tale sucre be or soot. 
Though that I tane a yeer, som-tyme 
I moot, 1195 

After myn auctor, tellen liir gladnesse. 

As wel as I have told hir hevinesse 

172 Criseyde, which that felte liir thus 
y-take. 

As wnten clerkes m hir bokes olde, 


Eight as an aspes leef she gan to quake. 
Whan she him felto hir in his armes 
folde 1201 

But Troilus, al hool of cares colde, 

Gan thanken tho the blisful goddes 
sevene , 

Thus sondiy peynes bringen folk to 
heveno 

173 This Troilus in armes gan hir 

stre3Uie, 120= 

And seyde, ‘ O swete, as ever mote I goon. 
Now be ye caught, now is ther but we 
tweyno , 

Now yeldeth yow, for other boot is noon ’ 
To that Crisei de answerde thus anoon, 

‘ Ne hadde I er now , my swete herte 
dere, 121c 

Ben yolde, y-wis, I were now not here ’ ’ 

174 O’ sooth is seyd, that heled for to be 
As of a fevre or otliere greet syknesse. 
Men moste drinke, as men may often see, 
Ful bittre drink , and for to han glad 

nesse, 1215 

Men drinken often poyne and greet dis 
tressc , 

I mene it here, ns for this a\enturc. 

That thourgh a pe\ne hath founden al 
his cure 

175 And now swetnesse semeth more 
swete. 

That bitternesse assayed was biforn , 12-.0 
For out of wo in blisse now they flete 
Non swich they felten, sith they were 
born , 

Now IS this bet, than bothe two be lorn ’ 
For love of god, take every wommaii 
hede 

To werken thus, if it comth to the nede 

176 Criseyde, al quit from every drede 

and tene, 1226 

As she that juste cause hadde him totnste. 
Made him swich feste, it joye was to sene, 
W^an she his trouthe and clene entente 
wiste 1229 

And as aboute a tree, with many a twiste, 
Bitrent and wuyth the sote wode-binde, 
Gan eohe of hem in armes other winde 
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177 And as the newe abaysshed nightin- 
gale, 

That stinteth first whan she biginneth 
singe, 

WTian that she horeth any herde tale, ii3'> 
Or in the hegges any wight stennge, 

And after sikcr dooth hir voys out-ringe , 
Eight so Crisoyde, whan hir drede stento, 
Opnedhirherto, and toldt him hii entente 

178 And right as he that seeth his deeth 

3-shapen, 1240 

And de^e moot, an ought that he may 
gesso, 

And sodcynlv rescous doth him oscapen. 
And from his deeth is brought in siker- 
nesse, 

Por al this world, in swich present glad- 
nesse 1244 

Was Troilus, and hath his lady swete , 
With worse hap god lat us nevei mete ’ 

179 Hu armes smale, hir streyghte bak 
and softe, 

Hir s\des longe, fleshly, smothe, and 
•w hy to 

He g in to stroke, and good thrift bad tul 
otte 

Hir snowish throte, hir brestes roundo and 
Ijte, 12^0 

Thus in this hoveno ho gan him to delyte. 
And ther-with al a thousand tyme hii 
kiste , 

That, what to done, for joye uiinethe he 
wiste 

180 Than seyde he thus, ‘ O, Love, O, 
Charitee, 

Tliy moder eek, Citherea the swete, i25‘? 
After thy-self next heried be she, 

Venus mene I, the wel-wiUy planeto , 

And next that, Imenfeus, I thee grete , 

Per never man was to yow goddes holde 
As I, which ye han brought fro caies 
colde i26t> 

181 Benigne Love, thou holy bond of 
tliinges, 

Who-so wol grace, and list thee nought 
honouren, 

Lo, his desyr wol floe with-outen winges 

K 


For, noldestow of bountee hem socouren 
Thatserven best and most alwcylabouren, 
Yet were al lost, that dar I wel seyn^ 
certes, 1266 

But-if thy grace jiassed our desertes 

182 And for thou me, that coude leest 
deserve 

Of hem that nombred been un-to thy 
grace, 

Hast holpen, ther I lykly was to sterve. 
And me bistowed in so heygh a place 1271 
That thilke boundes may no blisse pace, 

I can no more, but laude and reverence 
Be to thy bounto and thyn excellence ' ’ 

18 d And therwith-al Criseyde anoon he 
kisto, 1275 

Of which, certeyn, she felte no disese 
And thus seyde he, ‘ now wolde god I 
wiste, 

Myn herte swete, how I yow mighte plese ’ 
What man,’ quod he, ‘ was ever thus at ese 
As I, on whicho the faireste and the 
beste 1 280 

That ever I say, doyneth hir herte leste 

184 Hero may men seen that mercy 
passeth right , 

The experience of that is felt in me. 

That am unworthy to so swete a wight. 
But herte myn, of your benignitee, 1285 
So thenketh, though that I unworthy be, 
Yet mot I nede amenden in som wyse, 
Eight thourgh the vertu of your hejghe 
servyse 

185 And for the love of god, my lady 
dere. 

Sin god hath wrought me for I shal yow 
serve, 129a 

As thus I mene, that ye wol be my stere. 
To do me live, if that yow listo, or sterve, 
So techeth mo how that I may deserve 
Your thank, so that I, thurgh myn 
ignoraunce, 1294 

No do no-thing that yow be displesaunce 

186 For certes, fresshe wommanliche wyf, 
This dar I seye, that trouthe and dili- 
gence, 

That shal ye finden in me al my lyf, 

3 
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N® Iwol not, certeyn, hreken your de- 
fence , 

And if I do, xnresent or in absence, 1300 
For love of god, lat slee me with the dede, 
If that it lyke un-to your womanhede.’ 

187 ‘ Y-wis,’ quod she, ‘ myn owne hertes 
list, 

My ground of ese, and al myn herte dere, 
Graunt mercy, for on that is al my 
trist , i^o*) 

But late us falle awey fro this matere , 
For it suiFyseth, this that seyd is here. 
And at o word, with outen repentaunce, 
Wel-come, my knight, my pees, my 
suffisaunce ' ’ 

188 Of hir dclyt, or joves oon the leste 
Were impossible to my wit to seye , 1311 
But juggeth, ye that han ben at the feste 
Ot swich gladnesse, if that hem listepleye ’ 
I can no more, but thus thise like tweye 
That night, be-twixen dreeil and siker 

nesse, 1315 

Felten in love the gretc worthinesse 

189 0 blisful night, of litm so longe 
V-souglit, 

Eow blithe un to hem botlie two thou 
were ’ 

Whj ne hadde I swich on with my soule 
V-bought, 

Ye, or the leeste joye that was there ^ 1320 
A-wey, thou foule d lunger and thou fere, 
And lat hem in this hevene blisse dwelle, 
That IS so hej gli, that al nc c an I telle ! 

190 But sooth IS, though I can not tellen al, 
As can myn auctor, of his excellence, i32<3 
Yet have I seyd, and, god to-fom, I shal 
In every thing al lioolly Ins sentence 
And if that I, at loves reverence. 

Have any word 111 eched for the beste, 
Doth therwith-al right as yonr-selven 
leste 1330 

191 For my no wordes, hero and every 
part, 

I speke hem alle under correccioun 
Of yow, that felirig han in loves art, 

And putte it al in your discrecioun 
T’ encrese or maken dimiuucioun 1335 


Of my langage, and that I yow bi-scche , 
But now to purpos of my rather speche 

192 Thise like two, that ben in armes 
laft. 

So looth to hem a-sonder goon it were, 
That ech from other wende been biraft, 
Or elles, lo, this was hir moste fere, 1341 
That al this thing but nyce dremes were , 
For which ful ofte ech of hem seyde, ‘ O 
swete, 

Clippe ich yow thus, or elles I it mete ^ ’ 

193 And, lord ’ so he gan goodly on hir 

see, 1345 

That never his look ne bleynte from hir 
face, 

And seyde, ‘ O dere herte, may it be 
That it be sooth, that ye ben in this 
place ? ’ 

‘ Ye, herte myn, god thank I of his grace ' ’ 
Quod tho Criseyde, and therwith-al him 
kiste, 1550 

That where his spirit was, for joy e he niste 

194 This Troilus ful ofte hir eyen two 
Gnn for to kisse, and seyde, ‘0 eyen f lere, 
It wcie ye that wroughte me swich wo, 

Ye humble nottes of my lady dere ’ i3«;5 

Though tlicr bo mercy writen m your 

cherc, 

God wot, tho text ful hard is, sooth, to 
hnde, 

Howcoude ye witli-outen bond me bmde^’ 

195 Therwith he g in hir faste in armes 

tike, 13:59 

And wel an hundred tymes gan he syke, 
Nought swiclie sorA\ ful sykes as men make 
For wo, or elles whan that folk ben syke, 
But esv syk( s, swiche as been to lyke, 
That shewed his affeccioun with-mne , 

Of swiche sykes coude ho nought bilinne 

196 Sone after this> they speke of sondiy 

tliinges, J3OO 

As fil to puipos of this aventure, 

And pleyinge entioeliaungeden liir ringes, 
Of which I can nought tellen no scripture , 
But wol I woot a broclie, gold and asuro, 
In whiche a ruby set was lyk an herte, 1371 
Criseyde him yaf, and stak it on his 
sherte 
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197 Lord ’ trowe ye, a coveitons, a wrecche, 
That blameth love and holt of it despyt, 
That, of tho pens that he can mokre and 

kecche, 1375 

Was ever yet y-yeve him swich delyt, 

As IS in love, in 00 poynt, in som plyt ? 
Nay, doutelees, for also god me save, 

So parfit joye may no nigard have * 

198 They vrol sey ‘yis,’ but lord! so 

that they lye, 1380 

Tho bisy wrecches, ful of wo and drede ' 
They callen love a woodnesse or folye. 

But it shal falle hem as I shal yow rode , 
They shul forgo the wh3rte and eke the 
lede. 

And hv e in wo, thcr god yeve hem mis- 
chaunce, 1385 

And every lover in Ins trouthe avaunce ’ 

199 As wolde god, tho wrecches, that 
disjiyse 

Servyse of love, hadde eres al-so longe 
As hadde Myda, ful of ooveityse , 

And thei-to dronken hadde as hoot and 
stronge 1390 

As Ciassus dide for his affectis wronge. 

To techen hem that they ben in the vyce, 
And loveres nought, al-though they holde 
hem nyco ’ 

200 Thise like two, of whom that I yow 

seye, 1394 

Whan that hir heites wel assured were, 
Tho gonne they to speken and to pleyo, 
And oek rehercen how, and whanne, and 
where, 

The> knewe hem hrst, and every wo and 
fere 

That passed was , but al swich hevmesse, 
I thanke it god, was tourned to gladnosse 

201 And ever-mo, whan that hem fel to 

Speke 1401 

Of any thing of swich a tyme agoon. 

With kissing al that tale sholde breke, 
And fallen in a newe joye anoon, 

And diden al hir might, sin they were 
oon, 1405 

For to recoveren blisse and been at ese. 
And passed wo with joye countrepeyse 


202 Beson wil not that I speke of sleep, 
For it accordeth nought to my matere , 
God woot, they toke of that ful litel keep, 
But lest this night, that was to hem so 

dere, 1411 

Ne sholde in veyn escape in no manure. 
It was biset in joye and bisinesse 
Of al that souneth in-to gentilnesse 1414 

203 But whan the cok, comune astrologer, 
Gan on his brest to bete, and after crowe, 
And Lucifer, the dayes messager, 

Gan for to ryse, and out hir hemes 
throwe , 

And estwaid roos, to him that coude it 
knowe, 1419 

Fortuna maior, *|-thnn anoon Crisej de, 
With hertc sore, to Troilus thus seyde — 

204 ‘ Myn hertes 1 j f, my trist and my 
plesaunt e. 

That I was born, alias * what me is wo, 
That day of us mot make desseveraunce ’ 
For tyme it is to ryse, and hennes go, 1435 
Or elles I am lost for eyermo ' 

O night, alias ’ why niltow over us hove. 
As longe as whanne ALmena lay by Jove? 

205 O blako night, as folk in bokes rede,. 
That shapen art by god this world to 

hyde 1430 

At certeyn tymes with thy derke wede, 
That under that men mighte m reste 
abyde, 

Wel oughte bestes plejne, and folk thee 
chyde, 

That there-as day with labour wolde us 
breste. 

That thou thus fleest, and deynest us 
nought reste ’ 1435 

206 Thou dost, alias ’ to shortly thyu 
offyee, 

Tliou rakel night, ther god, makere of 
kindo, 

Thee, for thyn hast and thyn unkindo 
vyoe, 

So faste ay to our hemi-spere binde, 

That never-moro under the ground thou 
winde ’ 1440 

For now, for thou so hyest out of Troye, 
Have I forgon thus hastily my joye ' ’ 
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207 This Troilus, that with tho wordes 
felte, 

As thoTighte him tho, for pifetous distresse, 
The blody teres from his herte melte, 1445 
As he that never y et swich hovinesse 
Assayed hadde, out of so greet gladnesse, 
Gan therwith al Criseyde his lady dere 
In armes streyne, and seyde in this 
manere — 

208 ‘ 0 cruel day, accusour of the joye 
That night and love han stole and faste 

y-wryon, H*)* 

A-cursed be thv coming in to Troye, 

For every bore hath oon of thy bright yfen ♦ 
Envyous day, what list thee so to spyen ? 
What hastow lost, why sekestow this 
place, 

Ther god thj lyght so quenche, for his 
grace ? 

209 Allas ’ what han tliise loveres thee 
agilt, 

Dispitous day ? thyn be tho pyne of helle ’ 
For many a lovere hastow shent, and 
wilt , 

Thy pouring in wol no whcr lete hem 
d Welle 1460 

What proferestow thy light here for to 
selle ? 

Go selle it hem that smale seles graven. 
We wol thee nought, us nedeth no day 
haven ’ 

210 And eek the sonne Tytan gan he 
chyde, 

And seyde, ‘O fool, vel may men thee 
dispyse, i46‘j 

That hast the Dawing al night by thy 
syde, 

And suffrest hir so sone up fro thee ryse, 
For to disesen loytrcs in this wyse 
What ’ hold your bed ther, thou, and eek 
thy Morwe ’ 

I bidde god, so yeye yow bothe sorwe ’ ’ 

211 Therwith ful sore he sighte, and 

thus he seyde, 1471 

* My lady right, and of my wele or wo 
The Welle and rote, 0 goodly myn, Criseyde, 
And shal I ryse, alias ’ and shal I go ? 
Now fele I that myn herte moot a-two ’ 1475 


For how sholde I my lyf an houre save, 
Sm that with yow is al the lyf I haye ? 

212 What shal I doon, for certes, I not 
how, 

Ne whanne, alias ’ I shal the tyme see. 
That in this plyt I may be eft with yow , 
And of my lyf, god woot how that shal 
be, 1481 

Sm that desyr right now so byteth me, 
That I am deed anoon, but I retourne 
How sholde I longe, alias * fro yow so- 
^ourne ? 

213 But nathelees, m5ai owene lady 

bright, 1485 

Yit were it so that I wiste outrely, 

That I, your humble servaunt and your 
knight, 

Were in your herte set so fermely 
As ye in myn, the which thing, trewely, 
Me leyer were than thise worldes tweyne. 
Yet sholde I bet enduren al my peyne ’ 

214 To that Ciiseyde an sword e right 

anoon, 1492 

And with a syk she seyde, ‘ O herte dere, 
Tho game, y-wis, so ferforth now is goon, 
That first shal Phebus falle fro his spere. 
And every egl© been the dowves fere, 1496 
And every roche out of his place sterte, 
Er Troilus out of Criseydes herte ’ 

215 Ye be so dope in-with 10501 herte 
grave. 

That, though I wolde it turn© out of my 
thought, 150 1 

As wisly verray god my soulo save, 

To dyen in tho peyne, I coude nought ’ 
Ajid, for the love of god that us hath 
wrought, 

Lat in your brayn non other fantasy© 

So crepe, that it cause me to dye ’ 1505 

216 And that ye me wolde han as faste 
in mmde 

As I have yow, that wold© I yow bi-seche , 
And, if I wiste soothly that to finde, 

God mighte not a poynt my joyes eche ! 
But, herte mjm, with-outo more speche, 
Beth to me trewe, or ©lies were it routhe , 
For I am th5rn, by god and by my trouthe I 



Book III ] 


^votfue anb 


269 


217 Beth glad for-thy, and live in siker- 
nesse , 

Thus seyde I never er this, ne shal to 
mo , 

And if to yow it were a gret gladnesse 
To turne ayein, soone after that ye go, 

As fayn wolde I as ye, it were so, 

As wisly god myn herte bnnge at reste ’ ’ 
And him in armes took, and ofte keste 

218 Agayns his wil, sin it mot nedes ho. 
This Troilus up roos, and faste him 

cledde, 

And in his armes took his lady free 
An hundred tyme, and on his wey him 
spedde. 

And with swich wordes as his herte 
hledde. 

He seyde, ‘ farewcl, my dere herte swete, 
Ther god us graunte soundo and sone to 
mete ’’ 

219 To which no word for sorwe she 
answerde. 

So sore gan his parting hir destreyne , 
And Troilus un-to his palays ferde. 

As woo higon as she was, sooth to seyne , 
So hard him wrong of sharp dosyr the 
peyne 

For to ben eft there he was in plesaunce, 
That it may ne\er out of his remem- 
braunce 

220 Kotorned to his rfeal palais, sone 1534 
He softe in-to his bed gan for to slinke. 
To slope longe, as he was wont to done, 
But a I for nought , he may wel ligge and 

winke, 

But sleep ne may ther in his herte 
smke , 

Thenkmge how she, for whom desyr him 
brende, 

A thousand-fold was worth more than he 
wende 1540 

221 And in his thought gan up and doun 
to winde 

Hir wordes alle, and every contenaunoe, 
And fermely impressen in his minde 
The leste poynt that to him was plesaunce , 
And verrayliche, of thilkeremembraunce, 


Desyr al newe him brende, and lust to 
brede 1546 

Gan more than erst, and yet took he non 
hede 

222 Criseyde also, right in the same wyse. 
Of Troilus gan in hir herte shette 1549 
His worthinesse, his lust, his dedes wyse. 
His gentilesse, and how she with him 

mette, 

Thonkinge love ho so wel hir bisette , 
Desyring eft to have hir herte dere 
In swich a plyt, she dorste make him 
chore 

223 Pandaro, a-morwe which that comen 

was i«j55 

Un-to his nece, and gan hir fayre grete, 
Seyde, ‘ al this night so reyned it, alias ’ 
That al my drede is that >e, nece swete, 
Han litel layser had to slope and mete , 
Al night,’ quod he, ‘ hath reyn so do me 
wake, 1560 

That som of us, I trowe, hir hedes ake ’ 

224 And ner ho com, and seyde, ‘ how 
stont it now 

This mery morwe, nece, how can ye fare ? ’ 
Criseyde answerde, ‘ never the bet for yow. 
Pox that ye been, god yeve your herte 
care ’ 1565 

God helpe me so, ye caused al this fare. 
Trow I,’ quod she, ‘ for alle your wordes 
whyte , 

O ’ who-so seeth yow knoweth yow ful 
lyte” 

226 With that she gan hir face for to 
wrye 

With the shete, and wex for shame al 
reed , 1570 

And Fandarus gan under for to prye. 

And seyde, ‘ nece, if that I shal ben deed, 
Have here a swerd, and smyteth of myn 
heed ’ 

With that his arm al sodeynly he thriste 
Under hir nekke, and at the laste hir 
kiste 1575 

226 I ' passe al that which chargeth 
nought to seye. 

What ’ God foryaf his deeth, and she 
al-so 
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Foryaf, and with hir uncle gan to pleye, 
For other cause as tlier noon than so 
But of this thing right to the effect to go, 
Whan tyme was, horn til liir hous she 
wente, 1*581 

And Pandarus hath fully his entente 

227 Now tome we ayein to Troilus, 

That restelees ful longe a-hedde lay. 

And prevely sente after Pandarus, i *58*) 
To him to come in al the haste he may 
He com anooii, nought ones soyde he 

‘ nay,’ 

And Troilus ful sobrely he grette, 

And doun upon his beddes syde him 
sette 1589 

228 This Troilus, with al the affoccioun 
Of frendes love that herte may devyse, 

To Pandams on knees fil adoun, 

And er that he wolde of the place aryse. 
He gan him thonken in his beste wyse , 

A hondred sytlie he gan the tyme blesse, 
That he was born to bringe lum fro 
distresse 1*596 

229 He seyde, ‘ 0 frend, of frendes th’ 
alderbeste 

That ever was, the sothe for to telle. 

Thou hast in heyene y-brought my soule 
at reste 

Fro Flegiton, the fery flood of helle , 1600 
That, though I mighte a thousand tymes 
selle, 

Upon a day, my lyf in thy servyse, 

It mighte nought a mote in that suffyse 

230 The sonne, 'which that al the world 
may see. 

Saw neyer yet, my lyf, that dar I leye, 

So inly fair and goodly as is she, 1606 
Whos I am al, and shal, til that I deye , 
And, that I thus am hires, dar I seye. 
That thanked be the heighe worthinesse 
Of love, and eek thy kinde bisinosse 1610 

281 Thus hastow me no litel thing y-yive, 
Fo which to thee obliged be for ay 
My lyf, and why? for thonigh thyn help 
I live , 

For ellefl deed hadde I be many a day ’ 


And with that word doun in his bed he 
lay, 1615 

And Pandams ful sobrely him herde 
Til al was seyd, and thanne he him 
answerde 

232 ‘ My dere fiend, if I have doon for 
thee 

In any cas, god wot, it is me leef , 

And am as glad as man may of it be, 16^0 
God help mo so , but tak now not a-greef 
That I shal seyn, be war of this myscheef. 
That, there-as thou now brought art m-to 
blisse, 

That thou thy-self ne cause it nought to 
misse. 

233 For of fortunes sharp adversitee 1625 
The worst kinde of infortuno is this, 

A man to have bon in prosperitee, 

And it remembron, whan it passed is 
Thou art wys y-nough, for-thy do nought 
amis , 

Be not to lakel, though thou sitte 
warme, 16^0 

For if thou be, certeyn, it wol thee 
harme 

234 Thou art at ose, and hold thee wel 
ther-inne 

For also seur as reed is every fyr, 

As greet a craft is kepe wel as winne , 
Brydle alwey "wel thy speche and thy 
desyr 16^5 

For worldly joye halt not but by a wyr , 
That preveth wel, it brest alday so ofte , 
For-thy nede is to werke with it softe ’ 

235 Quod Troilus, ‘ I hope, and god to- 
forn. 

My dere frend, that I shal so me here, 
That in my gilt ther shal no thing be 
lorn, 1641 

IT I ml not rakle as for to greven hero , 
It nedeth not this matere ofte tore , 

For wistestow myn herte wel, Pandare, 
God woot, of this thou woldest litel care ’ 

236 Tho gan ho telle him of his glade 

nighk 1646 

Andwher-of first his herte dredde, and 
how, 
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And seyde, ‘freend, as I am trewe knight, 
And by that feyth I shal to god and yow, 
I hadde it never half so hote as now, 1650 
And ay the more that desyr me byteth 
To love hir best, the more it me delyteth 

237 I noot my-self not wisly what it is , 
But now I fele % newe qualitee, 

Ye, al another than I dido er this ’ 
Pandaro answerde, and seyde thus, that he 
That ones may in hevene blisse be. 

He feleth other weyes, dar I leye, 

Than thilke tymo he first herde of it seye 

238 This IS o word for al , this Troilus 
as never ful, to speke of this matere. 

And for to preysen un-to Pandarus 1662 
The bountee of his righte lady deie. 

And Pandarus to thanke and maken 
clioie 

Tins t ilc \y was span newe to liiginne 166^ 
Til that the night departed hem a-twmne 

23Q Sono after this, for that fortune it 
woble, 

I comen was the blisful tynie swete. 

That Troilus was warned that he sholde, 
Thcr ho was erst, Criscjde his lady 
meto , 1670 

tor which ho fclte Ins lieite in joje 
flf to , 

A.nd feythfully gan alU the goddes heric , 
A.nd lat see now if that he can be merie 

ii40 And holden was the forme and al 
the wyse, 

Of hir cominge, and eek of his also, 1671 ^ 
A.S it was erst, which nedeth nought 
devyse 

But plajnly to the effect right for to go, 

[11 joye and seurte Pandarus hem two 
beddo broughte, whan hem bothe leste, 
^nd thus they ben in quiete and in 
reste 1680 

^41 Nought nedeth it to yow, sin they 
ben met, 

Co aske at me if that they blythe were , 
For if it erst was wel, tho was it bet 
1 thousand-fold, this nedeth not enquere 
^.-gon was every sorwe and every fere , 


And bothe, y-wis, they hadde, «id so 
I they wende, 1686 

As mnehe joye as herte may comprende 

242 This is no litel thing of for to seye. 
This passeth every wit for to devyse , 1689 
For eche of hem gan otheres lust obeye , 
Felicitee, which that thiso clerkes wyse 
Commonden so, ne may not here sufiyse 
This joye may not writen been with inke. 
This passeth al that herte may bithmke 

248 But cruel day, so wel-awey the 
stounde ’ 1695 

Gan for to aproche, as they by signes 
knewe, 

For wliiche hem thoughte felon dethes 
wound( , 

So wo was hem, that changen gan hir 
hewe, 1698 

And day they gonnen to dispyse al newe. 
Calling it tra’v tour, envyous, and worse, 
And bitterly tho dayes light they curse 

244 Quod Troilus, ‘ alias * now am I war 
That Piroiis and tho swifte stedes three, 
Whiche that drawen forth the sonnes 

char, 

Han goon som by-path m despj t of me , 
That maketh it so sone da> to be , 1706 

And, for the sonne him hasteth thus to 

Ne shal I never doon him sacrifj^se ’’ 

245 But nedes day departe moste hem 
sone, 

And whanne hir spcche doon was and hir 
chero, 1710 

They twinne anoon as they w ere wont to 
done. 

And setten tyme of meting eft y-fere , 

And many a night they wroughte in this 
manere 

And thus Fortune a t\ me ladde in joye 
Criseyde, and eek tins kinges sone of 
Troye 1715 

246 In sufiisaunce, in blisse, and in sing- 
inges. 

This Troilus gan al his lyf to lede , 

He spendeth, justeth, maketh ffestey- 

mges, 
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He yeveth frely ofte, and cbaungeth 
wede, 17*9 

And held aboute him alwey, out of drede, 
A \/orld of folk, as cam him wel of kinde, 
The fresshoste and the beste ho coude 
finde , 

247 That swich a voys was of him and 
a ste\ene 

Thorugh-out the world, of honour and 
largesse, 1724 

That it up rong un-to the ^ ate of hevene 
And, as in lo\ e,he was in swicli gladnesse. 
That in his lieite he demede, as I gesse. 
That there nis lovere in this world at ese 
So wel as he, and thus gan love him 
plese 

248 The godlihede or beautee which that 

kinde 1710 

In any other ladj hadde y-set 
Can not the mountaunce ot a knot un- 
binde, 

A-boute his herte, of al Criseydes net 
He was so iiarwo y-masked and y-knet. 
That it undoon on any manere syde, 173? 
That nil not been, for ought that may 
betyde 

249 And by the hond fnl ofte he wolde 
take 

This Pandanis, and in-to gardin lede. 
And swich a feste and swich a proces 
make 1739 

Him of Criseyde, and of hir womanhede. 
And of hir beautee, that, with ou ten drede. 
It was an hevene his wordes for to here , 
And thanne he wolde singe in this 
manere 

250 ‘ Love, that of erthe and see hath 
governaunce, 

Love, that his hestes hath in hevene hye. 
Love, that with an holsom alliaunce 1746 
Halt peples joyned, as him list hem gyc, 
Love, that knetteth lawe of companye, 
And couples doth in vertu for to dwelle. 
Bind this acord, that I have told and 
telle , i7';o 

251 Tbat that the world with feyth, 
which that is stable, 

Hyverseth so his stoundes concordinge, 


That elements that been so discordable 
Holden a bond perpetuely duringe. 

That Phebus mote his rosy day forth 
bringe, 175^? 

And that the mone hath lordship over 
the nightes, 

Al this doth Lo\ e , ay heried be his 
mightes ’ 

252 That that the see, that gredy is to 
flowen, 

Constreyneth to a certeyn ende so 17^9 
His flodes, that so fersly they no growen 
To drenchen erthe and al for over-mo , 
And if that Love ought lete his brydel go, 
Al that now loveth a sonder sholde lope. 
And lost were al, that Love halt now to- 
hepe 

253 So wolde god, that auctoi is of 

kinde, i76f; 

That, with his bond, Love of his vertu 
liste 

To cerclen liertes alio, and faste binde. 
That from his bond no wight the wey out 
wiste 

And hertes colde, hem wolde I that he 
twiste 

To make hem love, and that hem leste ay 
rewe 1 770 

On hertes sore, and kope hem that ben 
trewe ' 

254 In alle nedes, for the tonnes werre, 
He was, and ay the firste in armes dight , 
And certeynly , but-if that bokes erre, 1 774 
Save Ector, most y drad of any wight , 
And this encrees of hardinesse and might 
Cam him of love, his ladies thank to 

winne. 

That altered his spirit so with-inne 

255 In tyme of trewe, on haukinge wolde 
he ryde. 

Or elles hunten boor, here, or lyoun , 1780 
The smale hestes leet he gon bi-syde 
And whan that he com rydinge in-to 
toun, 

Ful ofte his lady, from hir window doun. 
As fresh as faucon comen out of muwe, 
Ful redy was, him goodly to saluwe 1785 
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256 And most of love and vertn was his 
spoclie, 

And in despyt hadde alle wrecchednesse , 
And douteloes, no node was him biseche 
To honouren hem that hadde worthi- 
nesse, 1789 

And esen hem that weren in distresse 
And glad was he if any w ight wel ferde, 
That lover was, whan ho it wiste or herde 

257 For sooth to seyn, he lost hold every 
wight 

But-if he wei 0 in loves heigh servyse, 

I mene folk that onghte it been of right 
And over al this, so wel coude he de- 
vyse 1796 

Of sentcment, and in so nnkonth wyse 
Al his arraj, , that every lover though te, 
That al was wel, what-so he seyde or 
wioughte 

258 And though that he be come of 

blood royal, 1800 

Him liste of pryde at no wight for to 
chase , 

Benigne he was to ech in general, 


For which he gat him thank in every 
place 

Thus wolde Love, y-heried be his grace. 
That Pryde, Envye, Ire, and Avaryce 1805 
He gan to flee, and every other vyce 

259 Thou lady bright, the doughter to 
Dione, 

Thy blinde and winged sone eek, daun 
Cupyde , 

Ye sustren nyne eek, that by Elicone 
In hil Pamaso listen for to abyde, 1810 
That ye thus fer han deyned me to gyde, 
I can no more, but sin that ye wol wende. 
Ye heried been for ay, with-outen ende ^ 

260 Thourgh yow have I seyd fully in 
my song 

Th’effect and joye of Troilus servyse, 1815 
Al be that ther was som disese among. 

As to myn auctor listeth to devyse 
My thridde book now ende ich in this 
wyse, 

And Troilus in luste and in quiete 1819 
Is with Criseyde, his owne herte swete 

Explicit Liber Tercius 
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1 But al to litel, weylawev the whyle, 
Lasteth swicli joye, y-thonked be For- 
tune ’ 

That semeth trewest, whan she wol 
hygyle. 

And can to foies so hir song entune. 

That she hem hent and blent, traytour 
comune , ^ 

And whan a wight is from hir wheel 
y-throwe. 

Than laugheth she, and maketh him the 
mowe 

2 From Troilus she gan hir brighte face 
Awey to wrythe, and took of him non 

hede, 


But caste him dene oute of his lady 
grace, 10 

And on hir wheel she sette up Diomede , 

For which right now myn herte ginneth 
blede, 

And now my penne, alias ’ with which 
I wryte, 

Quaketh for drede of that I moot endyte 

3 For how Criseyde Troilus forsook, 15 

Or at the leste, how that she was un- 
kinde, 

Mot hennes-forth ben matere of my 
book, 

As wryten folk thomgh which it is in 
minde 

Allas ’ that they shulde ever cause 
flnde 
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To fipeke lur liarm , and if they on hir 
lye, 20 

Y-wis, hem-self sholde lian the vilanye 

4 0 ye Hermes, Nightes donghtren three, 
That endelees complevnen ever in pyne, 
Megera, Alete, and eek Thesiphone , 
Then cruel Mars eek, fader to Qmryne, 
This like ferthe book me helpeth fyne. 

So that the los of lyf and love y-fere 

Of Troilns be fully shewed here 

Explicit t prohemmm Incipit Quartns 
Liber 

5 Ligginoe in ost, as I ha\e seyd cr this, 
The Orekes stronge, abonte Troye tonn, 
Bifel that, whan th it Phebus shyning is 
Up-on the brest of Hercules Lyoun, 

That Ector, with fnl many a bold baronn. 
Caste on a day with Grekes for to fighte, 
As he was wont to greve hem what he 

mighte 

6 Not I how longe or short it was bi- 

tv ene 

This purpos and that day they fighte 
mente , 

But on a day wcl armed, bright and 
shene, 

Ector, and many a worthy wight out 
wento. 

With spero in hond and bigge bowes 
bente , 40 

And in the herd, witli-oute lengcr lette, 
Hir fomen m the feld anoon hem mette 

7 The longe day, with speres sharpo 

y-grounde. 

With arwes, dartes, swerdes, maces felle. 
They fighte and bringen hors and man 
to grounde, 45 

And With hir axes out the braynes quelle 
But in the laste sliour, sooth for to telle, 
The folk of Troye hem selven so mis- 
ledden. 

That with the worse at night homward 
they fiedden 

8 At whiche day was taken Antenor, 50 
Mangre Polydamas or Monesteo, 

Santippe, Sarpedon, Polynestor, 


Polyte, or eek the Trojan daun Ripheo, 
And othere lasse folk, as Phebuseo 
So that, for harm, that day the folk of 
Troye 

Dredden to lese a greet part of hir joye 

9 Of Pryamus was yeve, at Greek re- 

queste, 

A tyme of trewe, and tho they gonnen 
trete, 

Hir pnsoneres to chaungon, moste and 
leste, 'jq 

And for the surplus yeven sommes grete 
This thing anoon was couth m every 
strete, 

Bothe in th’asscge, in tonne, and every- 
where. 

And with the firste it cam to Calkas ere 

10 Whan Cilk is knew this tretis sholde 
holde. 

In consistorie, among the Grekes, sone 65 
He gan in thiinge forth, with lordes olde. 
And sette him there-as he was wont to 
done , 

And with a chaunged face hem bad a 
bone. 

For love of god, to don that reverence. 

To stinte noyse, and yeve him audience 

11 Thanne seyde he thus, ‘ lo ’ lordes 

myne, I w is 71 

Ti ojan, as it is knowen out of di ede , 

And if that yow remembie, I am Calkas, 
That alderfirst yaf comfort to your nede, 
And tolde wel how that ye sholden spede 
For dreilelees, thorugh yow, shal, m a 
stounde, 76 

Ben Troye y-breud, and beten doun to 
grounde 

12 And in what forme, or in what maner 
wjse 

This town to shende, and al your lust to 
acheve. 

Ye han er this wel herd it me devyse, 80 
This knowe ye, my lordes, as I leve 
And for the Grekes weren me so leve, 

I com my-self in my propre persone. 

To teche in this how yow was best to 
done , 
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13 Havinge un-to my tresour ne my 

rente 85 

Kight no resport, to respect of your ese 
Thus al my good I loste and to yow 
wente, 

Wening m tins you, lordes, for to plcsc 
But al that los no doth me no disese 
I voucho-sauf, as wisly have I joyc, go 
For you to leso al that I have in Troj e, 

14 Save of a doughter, that I lafte, alias ’ 
Slcpinge at hoom, whanne out of Troye 

I sterte 

0 stornc, O cruel fader that T was ’ 

How might 0 I have in that so hard an 

herte? ys; 

Allas ’ I ne hadde y bi ought hir in hir 
shcrte ’ 

For sorwe of which I wol not live to 
morwe, 

But-if yo lordes rewe up-on my sorwe 

15 For, by that cause I say no tyme er 
now 

Hir to delivere, I holden ha^ e my pees , 
But now or never, if that it lyke >ow, 101 

1 may hir have right sone, doutelees 

0 help and grace ’ amonges al this prees, 
Kewe on this oldo caitif in destresse. 

Sin I through yow have al this hevinesse ’ 

16 Ye have now caught and fetered in 

prisoun 106 

Trojans y-nowe , and if your wiUes be, 

My child with oon may have redempcioun 
Now for the love of god and of lx)untee, 
Oon of so fele, alias ’ so yeve him mo 1 10 
What nede were it this preyere for to 
werne. 

Sin ye shul bothe han folk and toun as 
yerne ? 

17 On peril of my lyf, I shal not lye, 
Appollo hath me told it feithfully , 

1 have eek founde it by astronomye, 1 1 
By sort, and by augurie eek trewely, 

And dar wel seye, the tyme is faste by. 
That fyr and flaumbe on al the toun shal 

sprede , 

And thus shal Troye turne in asshen 
dede 


18 For certeyn, Phebus and Neptnnm 

bothe, i2i 

That makcden the waUes of the toun, 
Ben with the folk of Troye alwey sc 
wrothe, 

That thei wol bringe it to confusioun. 
Eight m despyt of kmg Lameadoun 124 
By-cause he nolde payen hem hir hyre. 
The toun of Troye shal ben set on-fyre ’ 

19 Telling his tale alwey, this olde greye 
Humble in speche, and in his lokinge eke 
The salte teres from his eycn tweye 125 
Ful faste ronnen doun by eyther cheke 
So longe he gan of socour hem by seke 
That, for to hele him of his sorwes sore. 
They yave him Antenor, with-oute more 

20 But who was glad y-nough but Calka£ 
tho? 

And of this thing ful sone his nedes 
Icyde 1^5; 

On hem that sholden for the tretis go. 
And hem foi Antenor ful ofte preyde 
To bringen hoom king Toas and Criseyde j 
And whan Pryam his save-garde sente, 
Th’embassadours to Troye streyght they 
wente 140 

21 The cause y-told of hir commge, the 
olde 

Pryam the king ful sone in general 
Let here-upon his parlement to holde, 

Of which the effect rehersen yow I shaL 
Th’embassadours bon answered for fynal, 
Th’eschaunge of prisoners and al this 
nede 146 

Hem lyketh wel, and forth in they pre- 
cede 

22 This Troilus was present in the place, 
Whan axed was for Antenor Criseyde, 
For which ful sone chaungen gan his face. 
As he that with tho wordes wel neigh 

deyde 151 

But nathelees, he no word to it seyde. 
Lest men sholde his affeccioun espye , 
With mannes herte he gan his sorwes 
drye 

23 And ful of anguish and of grisly 

drede 155 

Abood what lordes wolde un-to it seye , 
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And if they wolde grannte, as god for- 
bede, 

Th’eschaunge of hir, than thonghte he 
thinges tweye, 

First, how to save hir honour, and what 
weye 

He mighte best th’eschaunge of hir with- 
stonde , 160 

Ful faste he caste how al this mighte 
stonde 

24 Love him made al prest to doon hir 
byde. 

And rather dye than she sholde go , 

But resoun seydo him, on that other syde, 

‘ With-oute assent of hir ne do not so, 165 
Lest for thy werk she wolde be thy fo. 
And seyn, that thorugh thy medling is 
y-blowe 

Your bother love, there it was erst un- 
knowe ’ 

25 For which he gan deliberen, for the 
beste. 

That though the lordes wolde that she 
wente, 170 

He wolde late hem graunte what horn 
leste, 

And telle his lady first what that they 
mente 

And whan that she had seyd him hir 
entente, 

Ther-after wolde ho werken also blyve. 
Though al the world ayein it wolde 
stryve 175 

26 Ector, which that wel the Grekes 
herde. 

For Antenor how they wolde han Cn- 
seyde, 

Gan it withstonde, and sobrely an- 
swerde — 

‘Sires, she nis no prisoner,’ he seyde , 

‘I noot on yow who that this charge 
leyde, 180 

But, on my part, ye may eft-sone him 
telle, 

We usen here no wommen for to selle ’ 

27 The noyse of peple up-stirte thanne 
at ones, 

As breme as blase of straw y>set on fyre , 


For infortune it wolde, for the nones, 185 
They sholden hir confusioun desyie 
‘ Ector,’ quod they, ‘ what goost may yow 
enspyre. 

This womman thus to shilde and doon us 
lese 

Daun Antenor? — a wrong wey now ye 
chese — 

28 That IS so wys, and eok so bold baroun, 
And we han nede of folk, as men may 

see , 191 

He 18 eek oon, the grettest of this toun , 
O Ector, lat tho fantasyfis be ’ 

O king Pryam,* quod they, ‘ thus seggen 
we, u)4 

That al our voys is to for-gon Cnseyde , ’ 
And to deliveren Antenor they prej de 

29 0 Juvenal, lord ’ trewe is thv sen- 
tence, 

That litel witen folk what is to yerne 
That they ne finde in hir desyr offence , 
For cloud of errour lat hem not descerne 
Wliat best is , and lo, here ensample as 
yerne 201 

This folk desiren now deliveraunce 
Of Antenor, that broughte hem to mis- 
chaunce ‘ 

30 For he was after traytour to tho toun 
Of Troye , alias ’ they quitte him out to 

rathe , aos? 

O nyce world, lo, thy discrecioun ‘ 
Cnseyde, which that never dido hem 
skathe, 

Shal now no longer m hir blisso bathe , 
But Antenor, he shal com hoom to toune. 
And she shal out thus seyden here and 
howne 210 

31 For which delibered was by parlo- 
ment. 

For Antenor to yelden up Cnseyde, 

And it pronounced by the president, 
Al-theigh that Ector ‘ nay ’ ful ofte 
preyde 

And fynaly, what wight that it with- 
seyde, 2 1 

It was for nought , it moste been, and 
sholde , 

For substaunce of the parlement it wolde 
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32 Departed out of parlement echone, 
This Troilus, with-oute wordes mo, 

Un-to his chaumbre spedde him faste 

allone, 220 

But-if it were a man of his or two, 

The whiche he bad out faste for to go, 

Bj -cause he wolde slepen, as he seyde. 
And hastely up-on his bod him leyde 

33 And as in winter leves been biraft, 225 
Eche after other, til the tree be bare, 

So that ther nis but bark and braunche 
y-laft, 

Lyth Troilus, biraft of ech wel-fare, 
Y-bounden in the blake bark of care. 
Disposed wood out of his wit to breyde. 
So sore him sat the chaunginge of Cri- 
seyde 231 

34 He nst him up, and every dore he 
shette 

And windowe eek, and tho this sorweful 
man 

Up-on Ins beddes syde a-doun him sette, 
Ful lyk a deed image pale and wan , 235 

And in his brest the hoped wo bigan 
Out-breste, and he to werken in this 
wjse 

In his woodnesse, as I shal yow dovyse 

35 Right as the wilde bole biginneth 
springe 

Now here, now there, y-darted to the 
herte, 240 

And of his deeth roreth in compleyninge. 
Right so gan he aboute the chaumbre 
storte, 

Smyting his brest ay with his festes 
smerte , 

His heed to the wal, his body to the 
grounde 

Ful ofte he swapte, him-selven to con- 
founds 245 

06 His eyen two, for pitee of his herte, 
Out stremeden as swifte welles tweye , 
The heighe sobbes of his sorwes smerte 
His spoche him rafte, unnethes mighte 
he seye, 240 

‘ 0 deeth, alias ’ why niltow do me deye? 
A-cursed be the day which that nature 
Shoop me to ben a lyves creature ! ’ 


87 But after, whan the furie and the 
rage 

Which that his herte twiste and faste 
threste, 2<^4 

By lengtho of tyme somwhat gan assw age, 
Up-on his bed he leyde him doun to reste , 
But tho bigonne his teres more out-breste, 
That wonder is, the body may suffyse 
To half this wo, which that I yow devyse 

38 Than seyde he thus, ‘ Fortune ’ alias 

the whyle ’ 260 

What have I doon, what have I thus 
a-gilt ? 

How mightestow for reuthe me big> le ’ 

Is ther no grace, and shal I thus be spilt ? 
Shal thus Criseyde awey, for that thou 
wilt ? 264 

Allas ' how maystow in thyn herte finde 
To been to me thus cruel and unkmde? 

39 Have I thee nought honoured al my 
lyve, 

As thou wel wost, above the goddes alle ? 
Why wiltow me fro joye thus depryve ? 

O Troilus, what may men now thee calle 
But wrecche of wrecches, out of honour 
falle 271 

In-to miserie, in which I wol biwayle 
Criseyde, alias ' til that the breeth me 
fayle ? 

40 AUas, Fortune ’ if that my lyf in joye 
Displesed hadde un-to thy foule envj e, 
Why ne haddestow my fader, king of 

Troye, 276 

By-raft tho lyf, or doon my bretheren d>e, 
Or slayn my-self, that thus compleyne 
and crye, 

I, combre-world, that may of no-thing 
serve, 

But ever dye, and never fully sterve? 28c 

41 If that Criseyde allone were me laft, 
Nought roughte I whider thou woldest 

me store , 

And hir, aUas ’ than hastow me biraft 
But ever-more, lo ’ this is thy manere, 

To reve a wight that most is to him dere, 
To preve in that thy gerful violence 286 
Thus am I lost, ther helpeth no defence. 
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42 0 verray lord of love, O god, alias ’ 
That knowest best myn heite and al my 

thought, 

What shal my sorwful lyf don in this cas 
If I for-go that I so dere have bought? 291 
Sm ye Cryseyde and me han fully brought 
In-to your grace, and bothe our hertes 
seled, 

How may ye suffre, alias ’ it be repeled ? 

43 What I may doon, I shal, whyl I may 

dure 295 

On lyve m torment and in cruel peyno, 
This mfortune or this disaventuro, 

Allone as I was born, >-wis, compleyne , 
He never wil I seen it shyne or reyne , 
But endo I wil, as Ldippe, in derknesse 
My sorwful lyf, and dyen in distresse 301 

44 O wery goost, that errest to and fro, 
Why niltow fleen out of the wofnlleste 
Body, that ever mighte on grounde go ? 

O soule, lurkinge in this wo, unnesto, 
Flee forth out of myn horte, and lat it 

breste. 

And folwe alwey Criseyde, thy lady dere , 
Thy nghte place is now no lenger here • 

45 O wofuUe eyen two, sin your disport 

Was al to seen Criseydes eyen brighte, 
What shal ye doon but, for my discom- 
fort, 31 1 

Stonden for nought, and wepen out your 
sighte? 

Sin she is queynt, that wont was yow to 
lighte, 

In veyn fro-this-forth have I eyen tweye 
Y-formed, sm your vertue is a-weye 315 

46 0 my Criseyde, O lady sovereyne 
Of thilke wofiil soule that thus cryeth, 
Wlio shal nowyeven comfort tomy peyne^ 
Allas, no wight , but when myn herte 

dyeth, 

My spirit, which that so un-to yow hyeth, 
Beceyve in gree, for that shal ay j-ow 
serve , 321 

For-thy no fors is, though the body sterve 

47 O ye loveres, that heighe upon the 
wheel 

Ben set of Fortune, in good aventure. 


God leve that ye finde ay love of steel, 325 
And longe mot your lyf in joye endure ’ 
But whan ye comen by my sepulture, 
Eemembreth that your felawe resteth 
there , 

For I lovede eek, though I unworthy 
weie 329 

4S O olde unholsom and mislyved man, 
Calkas I mene, alias ’ what eyleth thee 
To been a Gieek, sin thou art bom 
Trojan ? 

O Calkas, which that wilt my bane be. 

In cursed tyme was thou born for me ’ 

As wolde bbsful Jove, for his joye, 335 
Tliat I thee haddo, where I wolde, in 
Troye ’’ 

49 A thousand sykos, hottere than the 
glede. 

Out of his blest ech after other wente, 
Medled with pleyntes newo, his wo to 
fcde, 339 

For which his woful teres never stente , 
And shortly, so his peynes him to-rente. 
And wex so mat, that joye nor penaunce 
He feletli noon, but lyth forth m atraunce 

60 Pandai e, which that in the parlement 
Hadde herd what every lord and burgeys 
se>de, 345 

And how ful graunted was, by oon assent. 
For Antenor to yelden so Criseyde, 

Gan wel neigh wood out of his wit to 
breyde, 

50 that, for wo, he niste what he mente , 

But in a rees to Troilus he wente 330 

51 A certeyn knight, that for the tyme 
kepte 

The chaumbre dore, un-dide it him anoon , 
And Pandare, that ful tendreliche wepte, 
In-to the deiko chaumbre, as stiUe as 
stoon, 

Toward the bed gan softely to goon, 335 

So confus, that he niste what to seye , 

For verray wo his wit was neigh aweye 

52 And with Ins chere and loking al 
to-torn, 

For sorwe of this, and with his armes 
folden, 
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He stood this woful Troilns bifom, 360 
And on his pitous face he gan biholden , 
But lord, so often gan his herte oolden, 
Seing his freend in wo, whos hevinesse 
His herte slow, as thoughts him, for dis- 
tresse 

53 This woful wight, this Troilus, that 
felte 365 

His freend Pandare y-comen him to see, 
Gan as the snow ayein the sonne melte, 
For which this sorwful Pandare, of pitee, 
Gan for to wepe as tendreliche as he , 
And specheles thus been thise like tweye. 
That nejdiher mighte o word for sorwe 
seye 371 

64 But at the laste this woful Troilus, 
Ney deed for smert, gan bresten out to 

rore, 

And with a sorwful no\ so he seydc thus, 
Among his sobbes and his s>kes sore, 375 
* Lo ' Pandare, 1 am deed, with outen 
more 

Hastow nought herd at parlement,’ he 
seyde, 

‘ For Antenor how lost is my Ci iseydo ? ’ 

65 This Pandaius, ful deed and pale of 
ho we, 

Ful pitously answerde and seyde, ‘ j-is • 
As wisly were it fals as it is tiewe, 381 
That I have herd, and wot al liow it is 
O mercy, god, who wolde have trowed 
this ? 

Who wolde ha\o wend that, in so litel 
a throwe, 384 

Fortune our joyc wolde han o\er-thiowe? 

56 For 111 this woild ther is no creature, 
As to my doom, that ever saw luyno 
Straungere than this, thorugh cas or 
aventure 

But who may al cschewe or al devyne ? 
hwich IS this woild , for thy I thus de- 
fyne, 390 

tNo truste no wight finden 111 Fortune 
Ay propretee , hir j’-eftes been comune 

67 But tel me this, why thou art now so 
mad 

To SOI wen thus? Why lystow m this 
wyse, 


Sm thy des3n: al holly hastow had, 395 
So that, by right, it oughte y-now sufiyse? 
But I, that never felte in my servyse 
A frendly chore or loking of an ye, 

Lat me thus wepe and wayle, til I dye 

58 And over al this, as thou wel wost 
thy-selve, 41x1 

This town IS ful of ladies al aboute , 

And, to my doom, fairer than swiche 
twelve 

As ever she was, shal I finde, in som 
route, 

Ye, oon or two, with-outen any doute 404 
For-thy be glad, myn owene dere brother, 
If she be lost, we shul recovere another 

69 What, god for-bede alwey that ech 
plesaunce 

In o thing were, and in non other wnght ’ 
If oon can singe, another can wel daunce , 
If this be goodly, she is glad and light , 
And this IS fayr, and that can good 
a right 41 1 

Ech for his vertu holden 13 for dare, 
Bothe heroner and f aucon for rivere 

bO And cek, as writ Zaiizis, that was ful 
wys, 

“ The newe love out chacoth ofte the 
olde , '' 415 

And up-on newe cas I3 th newe avys 
Tlienk eek, thy-self to sa\ en artow holde , 
Swich fyr, by proces, shal of kinde colde 
For sin it is but casuel plesaunce, 

Som cas shal putte it out of remem- 
braunce 430 

61 For al-so seur as day cometh after 
night. 

The newe love, labour or other wo, 

Or elles selde semgo of a wight, 

Bon olde affccciouns alle over-go 
And, for thy pait, thou shalt have oon of 
tho 425 

To abrigge with thy bittre peynes smerte , 
Absence of hir shal dryve hir out of herte ’ 

b2 Thise wordes seyde he for the nonts 
alle, 

To helpe his freend, lest he for sorwe 
deyde. 
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For doutelees, to doon his wo to falle, 4^0 
He roughte not what unthriit that he 
seyde 

But Troilus, that neigh for sorwe deyde, 
Tok litel hede of al that ever he mente , 
Oon ere it herde, at the other out it 
wente — 

63 But at the laste answerde and sej de, 

‘ freend, 43 ^ 

This lechecraft, or heled thus to bo, 

Were wel sitting, if that I were a feend. 
To traysen hir that trewe is unto me ' 

I pray god, lat this consayl never y-thee , 
But do me rather sterve anon-riglit 
here 440 

Er I thus do as thou me woldest loro 

64 She that I serve, y-wis, what so thou 
seye. 

To whom mjTi herte enhabit is by right, 
Shal han me holly hires til that I dcye 
For, Pandarus, sin I have troutho hir 
hight, 445 

I wol not been untrewe tor no wight , 

But as hir man I wol ay live and sterve. 
And never other creature servo 

65 And ther thou seyst, thou shalt os 
faire finde 

As she, lat be, make no compansoun 450 
To creature y-formed hero by kindo 

0 leve Pandare, in conclusioun, 

1 wol not be of thyn opinioun. 

Touching al this , for whiche I thee bi- 

seche. 

So hold thy pees , thou sleest me with 
thy speche 455 

66 Thow biddest me I sholde love an- 
other 

Al freshly newe, and lat Cnseyde go • 

It lyth not in my power, leve brother 
And though I mighte, I wolde not do so 
But canstow pleyen raket, to and tro, 460 
Netle in, dokke out, now this, now that, 
Pandare ? 

Now foule faUe hir, for thy wo that care ' 

67 Thow farest eek bj' me, thou Pan- 
darus, 

As he, that whan a wight is wo bi-goon. 


He oometh to him a pas, and seyth right 
thus, 465; 

“Thenk not on smert, and thou shalt fele 
noon ” 

Thou most me first transmuwen in a 
stoon. 

And rove mo my passiounes alle, 

Er thou so lightly do my wo to falle 

68 The deeth may wel out of my brest 

departe 470 

The lyf, so longe may this sorwe myno , 
But fro my soule shal Criseydes darte 
Out never-mo , but doun with Proserp> no. 
Whan I am deed, I wol go wone in pyne , 
And ther I wol eternally compleyno 475 
My wo, and how that twinned bo we 
tweyne 

69 Thow hast here maad an argument, 
for fyn. 

How that it sholde lasse peyne be 
Cnseyde to for-goon, for she was mjn. 
And live in cse and in felicitoo 480 

Why gabbestow, that seydest thus to me 
That “him is wors that is fro wele j- 
throwo, 

[ Than he hadde erst non of that wele 
y-knowe 

70 But tel mo now, sin that thee thinketh 
so light 

To chaungcn so in love, ay to and fro, 485 
Why hastow not don bisily thy might 
To chaungen hir that doth thee al thy wo? 
Why niltow leto hir fro thyn herte go ^ 
Wliy niltow love an-other lady swete. 

That may thyn herte sotton in quitto ^ 

71 If thou host had in love ay jet mis 

chaunce, 491 

And canst it not out of thyn herte dryv e, 
I, that livede m lust and in plosaunce 
With hir as muche as creature on-lyve, 
How sholde I that foryete, and that so 
blyve ’ 495 

O where hastow ben hid so longo in muwe. 
That canst so wel and formely arguwe ? 

72 Nay, nay, god wot, nought worth is al 
thy reed, 

For which, for what that over may bifalle, 
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Wlth-outen wordes mo, I wol be deed 500 
O deeth, that endere art of sorwes alle, 
Com now, sin I so ofte after thee calle , 
For sely is that deeth, soth for to seyne. 
That, ofte y-cleped, cometh and endeth 
peyne 

73 Wei wot I, wnyl my lyf was in quiete, 
Er thou, me slowe, I woldo have yeven 

hyre , *>06 

But now thy cominge is to me so swete, 
That in this world I no-thing so desyre 
O deeth, sin with this sorwe I am a-fyre. 
Thou outlier do me anoon in teres drenche, 
Or with thy colde strook myn hete 
quencho ' 51 1 

74 Sin that thou sleest so fele in sondry 
wyse 

Ayens liir wil, unpreyed, day and night. 
Do me, at my requeste, this servyse, 
Delivcre now the world, so dostow right. 
Of me, that am the wofuUeste wight 516 
That ever was , for tyme is that I sterve. 
Sin in this world of right nought may 
I serve ’ 

75 This Troilus in teres gan distille, 

As licour out of alambyk ful faste , 

And Pandarus gan holde his tunge stillo. 
And to the ground his eyen doun he 
caste 

But nathelees, thus thoughte he at the 
laste, 

*What, parde, rather than my felawe 
deye. 

Yet shal I som- A^hat more un to him seyo ’ 

76 And seyde, ‘ freend, sin thou hast 

swich distresse, 526 

And sin thee list myn arguments to blame, 
Whynilt thy-selven helpen doon redresse. 
And with thy manhod letten al this 
grame? 

Go ravissho hir ne canstow not for shame ' 
And outlier lat hir out of toune fare, 531 
Or hold hir stille, and leve thy nyce fare 

77 Artow in Troye, and hast non hardi- 
ment 

To take a womman which that loveth 
thee, 


And wolde hir-selven been of thyn assent? 
Now IS not this a nyce vanitee ? 53 ^ 

Rvs up anoon, and lat this weping be, 
And kyth thou art a man, for in this 
houre 

I wil be deed, or she shal bleven oure ’ 

78 To this answerde him Troilus ful 

softe, 54^^ 

And sey de, ‘ parde, leve brother dere, 

Al this have I my-self yet thought ful ofte. 
And more thing than thou devysest here 
But why this thing is laft, thou shalt wel 
here , '544 

And whan thou me hast ye-v e an audience, 
Ther-after ma^st thou telle al thy sen- 
tence 

79 First, sin thou wost this toun hath al 
this werre 

For ravisshing of wommen so by might, 
It sholde not be suffred me to erre, 549 
As it stant now, ne doon so gret unright 
I sholde han also blame of every wight, 
My fadres graunt if that I so withstode. 
Sin she is chaunged for the tounes goode 

80 I have eek thought, so it were hir 
assent. 

To aske hir at my fader, of his grace , 
Than thenke I, this were hir accusement, 
Sin wel I woot I may hir not purchace 
For sin my fader, in so heigh a place 
As parlemont, hath hir eschaunge onseled, 
Ho nil for me his lettro be repeled 560 

81 Yet drede I most hir herte to per- 
tourbe 

With violence, if I do swich a game , 

For if I wolde it openly distourbe, 

It moste been disclaundre to hir name 
And me were lever deed than hir defame. 
As noldo god but-if I sholde have 566 
Hir honour lever than my Ijd to save ’ 

82 Thus am I lost, for ought that I can 
see , 

For certeyn is, sin that I am hir knight, 

I moste hir honour lever han than me 
In every cas, as lovere oughte of right. 571 
Thus am I with desyr and reson twight , 
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DesvT for to distourben hir me redeth, 
And reson ml not, so myn herte dredeth ’ 

83 Thtis Mrepinge that lie coude never 

cesse, 57=; 

He seyde, ‘ alias ’ how shal I, wrecche, 
fare? 

For wel fele I alwey my love encresse, 
And hope is lasse and lasse alwey, Fan 
dare ’ 

Encressen eek the causes of my care , 

So wel-a-wey, why nil m5m herte breste ? 
For, as in lo\e thei is but litel reste ^ 581 

84 Pandare answeide, ‘freend, thou 
mayst, for me, 

Don as thee list , but haddo icli it so hote, 
And thyn estat, she sholde go with me , 
Though al this toun cryede on this thing 
by note, 

I nolde setto at al that noyse a grote 
For when men han wel cryed, than wol 
they roune , 

A wonder last but nyno night never in 
toune 

85 Devync not in reson ay so depe 

Ne curteysly, but help thy-self anoon , t;90 
Bet is that otherc than thy-selven we^ie. 
And namely, sin ye two been al oon 
Eys up, for by myn heed, she shal not 
goon, 

And rather be m blame a lyte y-founde 
Than sterve here as a gnat, with-outo 
wounde 595 

86 It IS no shame un-to yow, ne no vyce 
Hit to with-holden, that ye loveth most 
Paraunter, she mighte h olden thee tor 

nyce 

To lete hir go thus to the Grekes oat 
Thenk eek Fortune, as wel thy-selven 
west, 600 

Helpeth hardy man to his empryse, 

And weyveth wrecches, for hir cowardyse 

87 And though thy lady wolde a litel hir 
greve, 

Thou shalt thy pees ful wel here-after 
make, 

But as for me, certayn, I can not leve 605 
That she wolde it as now for yvel take 


Why sholde than for ferd thyn herte 
quake ? 

Thenk eek how Pans hath, that is thy 



brother. 




A 

love , and why 

shaltow 

not 

have 


another ? 




88 

And Troilus, 0 

thing I 

dar 

thee 


swere, 
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That if Criseydo, whiche that is thy loot. 
Now loveth thee as wel as thou dost here, 
God helpe me so, she ml not take a-greef, 
Though thou do hote a-noon in this 
mischeef 

And if she wilueth fro thee for to passe, 
Thanne is she fals , so love hir wel the 
lasse 6i6 

89 For-thy tak herte, and thenk, light as 
a knight, 

Thourgh love is broken alday every lawe 
Kyth now sumwhat thy corage and thy 
might, 

Have nieicy on thy-self, for anj awe 620 
Lat not this wrecchod wo thin herte 
gnawe, 

But manlv sot the world on sixe and 
se\enG , 

And, if thou deye a martir, go to hevene 

90 I wol my -self be with thee at this 
dede, 

Though ich and al my km, up on a 
stounde, 625 

SliuUe in a strete as dogges liggen dede, 
Tliouigh-girt with many a wyd and blody 
wounde 

In every cas I wol a freend be founde 
And if thee list here sterven as a wrecche, 
A-dieu, the dovel spede him that it 
recche ’ ’ 630 

91 This Troilns gan with tho wordes 
quiken, 

And seyde, ‘freend, graunt mercy, ich 
assento , 

But oertaynly thou mayst not me so 
priken, 

Ne peyne noon no may me so tormente, 
That, for no cas, it is not myn entente, 

At shorte wordes, though I dyen sholde, 
To ravisshe hir, but-if hir-self it wolde.’ 637 
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92 ‘ Why, so mono I,’ quod Pan dams, ‘al 
this day 

But tel me than, liastow hir wel assayed. 
That sorwest thus?’ And he answerdo, 
‘ nay ’ 640 

*Wher-of artow,’ quod Pandare, ‘than 
a-mayed. 

That nost not that she 'wol hen yvel 
apayed 

To ravisshe hii, sin thou hast not hen 
there, 

But-if that J ove tolde it in thvn ere ? 

93 For-thy rys up, as nought no were, 

anoon, 64 

And wash thy face, and to tlie king thou 
wende, 

Or he may wondren winder thou art goon 
Thou most with wisdom him and othere 
hlende , 

Or, up-on cas, he may after thee sende 
Er thou he war, and shortly, brother 
dere, 6t^o 

Be glad, and lat me werke in thismatere 

94 For I shal shape it so, that sikerly 
Thou sholt this night som tyme, in som 

manero. 

Com speke with thy lady prevely. 

And hy hir wordes oek, and by hir chore. 
Thou shalt ful sone aparceyve and wel 
here 6s6 

Al hir entente, and in this cas the heste , 
And fare now wel, lor in this point I 
reste ’ 

96 The swifte Fame, whiche that false 
thinges 

Egal reporteth lyk the thinges treue, 660 
Was thorugh out Tro\e T^-fled with preste 
winges 

Fro man to man, and made this tale al 
newe. 

How Calkas dough tor, with hir hrighte 
hewe, 

At parlement, with-oute wordts more, 
I-graunted was in chaunge of Antenore 665 

96 The whicho tale anoon-right as Cri- 
seyde 

Had herd, she which that of hir fader 
roughte, 


As in this cas, right nought, ne whanne 
he deyde, 

Ful hisily to Juppiter hisoughte 
Yeve him mischaunce that this tretis 
hroughte 670 

But shortly, lost thise tales sothe were. 
She dorste at no wight asken it, for fere , 

97 As she that h iddo hir hertc and al hir 
minde 

On Troilus y-set so wonder faste. 

That al this woild no mighte hir loye 
unbinde, 675 

Ne Troilus out of hir herte caste , 

She wol hen his, \vh>l that hir lyf may 
laste 

And thus she hrenneth bothe in love and 
drede. 

So that she niste what was best to rede 

98 But as men seen in toune, and al 

aboute, 680 

That wommen usen frendes to visyte. 

So to Criseyde of wommen com a route 
For pitous joye, and wenden hir delyte , 
And with hir tales, dere y-nough a myte, 
These wommen, whiche that in the cite 
dwello, 68^; 

They sotte hem doun, and se^de as I shal 
telle 

99 Quod first that oon, ‘ I am glad, 
trewely, 

By-cause of yow, that shal your fader see ’ 
A-nother seyde, ‘ y-wis, so nam not I , 
For al to htel hath she with us be ’ 690 

Quod tho the thriddo, ‘ I hope, y-wis, 
that she 

Shal bringcn us the pees on every svde, 
That, whan she gooth, almighty god hir 
gyde 

100 Tho wordes and tho wommannisshe 
thinges, 

She herde hem light as though she 
thennesweio, 60=; 

Foi, god it wot, hir herte on other thing 
is, 

Although the body sat among hem there. 
Hir advertence is alwey elles- where , 

For Troilus ful fast© hir soule sought© 
With-outeaa word, alwey on him she 
thoughte, 700 
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101 Thise wommen, that thus wenden 
hir to plese, 

Aboute nought gonne alle hir tales 
spende , 

Swich vanitee ne can don hir non ose, 

As she that, al this mene whyle, brende 
Of other passioun than that they wende, 
So that she felte almost hir herte dye 706 
For wo, and wery of that companye 

102 For which no longer mighte she 
restreyne 

Hir teres, so they gonnen up to welle, 
That yeven signes of the bitter po3nio 710 
In whiohe hir spirit was, and mosto 
dwelle , 

Remembrmg hii, fro heven unto which 
helle 

She fallen was, sith she forgoth the 
sighte 

Of Troilus, and sorowfully she sighte 714 

103 And thilke foies sittmge hir aboute 
Wenden, that she wepte and syked sore 
By-cause that she sholde out of that route 
Beparte, and never pleye with hem more 
And they that haddey-knowen hir of yore 
Seye hir so wepe, and thoughte it Itindo- 

nesse, 7*0 

And eche of hem wepte eek for hir dis- 
tresso , 

104 And bisily they gonnen hir conforten 
Of thing, god wot, on which she litel 

thoughte , 

And with hir tales wenden hir disporten. 
And to be glad they often hir bisoughte 
But swich an ese ther-with they hir 
wroughte 726 

Right as a man is esed for to fele. 

For ache of heed, to clawen him on Ins 
hele» 

106 But after al this nyce vanitee 
They took hir leve, and hoom they wenten 
alle 730 

Cnseyde, ful of sorweful pitee, 

In-to hir chaumbre up wento out oi the 
halle. 

And on hir bed she gan for deed to falle. 
In purpos never thennes for to ryse , 

And thus she wroughte, as I shal yow 
devyse 735 


106 Hir ounded heer, that sonnish was 
of hewe, 

She rente, and eek hir lingres longe and 
smale 

She wrong ful ofte, and bad god on hir 
rewe. 

And with the deeth to doon bote on hir 
bale 

Hir hewe, whylom bright, that tho was 
pale, 740 

Bar witnes of hir wo and hir constre3mto , 
And thus she spak, sobbinge, in hir com- 
pleynte 

107 ‘ Alas ’ ’ quod she, ‘ out of this 
regioun 

I, woful wrecche and infortuned wight, 
And born in corsed constellacioun, 74*? 
Mot goon, and thus departen fro my 
knight , 

Wo worth, alias ' that like dayes light 
On which I saw him first with eyen 
tweyno. 

That causoth me, and I him, al this 
peyne ’ ’ 

108 Therwith the teres from hir eyen 

two 750 

Doun fille, as shour in Aperill, ful swythe , 
Hit whyte brest she bet, and for the wo 
After the deeth she cryed a thousand 
sythe, 

Sin he that wont hir wo was for to lythe. 
She mot for-goon , for which disaventure 
She held hir-self a forlost creature 756 

109 She seyde, ‘ how shal he doon, and 
I also ? 

How sholde I live, if that I from him 
twinne ? 

O dere herte eek, that I love so. 

Who shal that sorwe sleen that ye ben 
inne ? 760 

O Calkas, fader, th5ai be al this sinne ’ 

O moder myn, that cleped were Argyve, 
Wo worth that day that thou m© here on 
lyve ’ 

110 To what fyn sholde I live and sorwen 
thus? 

How sholde a fish with-oute water dure? 
What is Cnseyde worth, from Troilus? 766 
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How sholde a plaunte or lyves creature 
Live, with-oute his Itinde noriture ? 

For which ful oft a hy-word here I seye, 
That, “ rotelees, mot grene sone deye ” 770 

ni I shal don thus, sin neither swerd ne 
darte 

Dar I non handle, for the crueltee, 

That like day that I from yow departe, 

If sorwe of that nil not my bane be, 

Than shal no mete or drinke come m 
me 77“^ 

Til I my soiilo out of my breste unshethc , 
And thus my-selven wol I do to dethe 

112 And, Troilus, my clothes everichoon 
Shul blake been, in tokeninge, herte 

swete. 

That I am as out of this world agoon, 780 
That wont was yow to sotten in quiete , 
And of myn ordre, ay til deeth me mete, | 
The observaunce ever, in your absence, 
Shal sorwe been, compleyntc, and absti- 
nence 

113 Myn herte and eek the woful goost 

ther-inne 78 

Biquetho I, with your spirit to complcyne 
Eternallv, for they shul never twinne 
For though in erthe y-twmned be we 
tweyne, 

Yet in the feld of i)itee, out of peyiie, 

That hight Elysos, shul we been y-fere, 790 
As Orpheus and Erudice his fere 

114 Thus herte myn, for Antenor, alias ’ 

I sono shal be chaunged, as I wene 

But how shul ye don in this sorwful 
cas. 

How shal your tendre herte this sustene? 
But herte myn, for-yet this sorwe and 
tene, 706 

And me also , for, soothly for to seye. 

So ye wel fare, I rccche not to deye ’ 

115 How mighte it e’ser j-red ben or 
y-songe, 

The pleynte that she made in hir dis- 
tresse ? 800 

I noot , but, as for me, my litel tonge, 

If I discreven wolde hir hevinesse, 

It sholde make hir sorwe seme lesse 


Than that it was, and childishly defac< 
Hir heigh compleynte, and therfore I 
pace i 

116 Pandare, which that sent fre 
Troilus 

Was to Criseyde, as ye ban herd devys< 
That for the beste it was accorded tliu 
And he ful glad to doon him that servy 
Un-to Criseyde, in a ful secree wyse, f 
Ther-as she laj in torment and in rage 
Com hir to telle al hoolly his message 

117 And fond that she hir-selven gan 
trete 

Ful pitously , for with hir salto teres 
Hir brest, hir face y-bathed was f 
wete , ^ 

The mighty tresses of hir sonnish here* 
Ihibroyden, hangen al abouto hir eres , 
Which yaf him \ erray signal of marty 
Of deeth, which that hir herte g 
desyre 

1 18 Whan she him saw, she gan for sor 

anoon i 

Hir tery face a-twixo hir armes hyde, 
For which this Pandare is so wo bi-goo 
That in the hous he mighte unnet 
aby de. 

As ho that pitee felte on every syde 
For if Criseyde hadde erst compleyn 
sore, ^ 

rho gan she i^ltyne a thousand tym 
more 

119 And in hir aspre pleynte than s 
seyde, 

‘ Pandare first of joyes mo than two 
Was cause causinge un-to me, Criseyde 
That now transmuwed been in cri 
wo f 

Wher shal I seye to yow “ wel come ” 
no, 

That alderfirst me broughte in-to servy 
Of love, alias ’ that endeth in swich wy* 

120 Endeth than love in wo ? Ye, or m 

lyeth ’ i 

And alle worldly blisse, as thinketh m< 
The ende of blisse ay sorwe it occupyet 
And who-so troweth not that it so be. 
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Lat him upon me, woful wrecche, y-see, 
That my-self hate, and ay my birthe 
acorse, 

Felinge alwey, fro wikke I go to worse 

121 Who-so me sooth, he seeth sorwe al 

at ones, 841 

Peyne, torment, ploynte, wo, distresse 
Out of my woful body harm ther noon is. 
As anguish, langour, cruel bittemesse, 
A-noy, smert, drede, tury, and eek sik- 
nesse 84 

I trowe, y-wis, from hevone teres reyne, 
For pitee of myn aspre and cruel peyne ’ ’ 

122 ‘And thou, my suster, ful of dis- 
comfort,’ 848 

Quod Pandarus, ‘ what thenkestow to do ^ 
Why ne hastow to tliy-selven som resport, 
Why woltow thus thy-selve, alias, for-do 
Leef al this werk and tak now hede to 
That I shal seyn, and herkno, ot good 
entente, 

This, which by me thy Troilus thee 
sente ’ 

123 Torned hir tho Criseyde, a wo 

makings Sss 

So greet that it a deeth was for to see — • 
‘ Allas ’ ’ quod she, ‘ what wordos may ye 
bnnge ? 

Wliat wol my dere herte seyn to me, 
Winch that 1 drede never-mo to see? 8 so 
Wol he have pleynte or teres, er I wende '* 
I have y-nowo, it he ther-after sende ' * 

124 She was right swich to seen in hir 
visage 

As IS that wight that men on here binde , 
Hir face, lyk of Paradys the image. 

Was al y-chaunged in another kinde 86s 
The pleye, the laughtre men was wont to 
finde 

In hir, and eek hir joyes evoryehone, 

Ben tied, and thus lyth now Criseyde 
allone 

125 Aboute hir eyen two a purpre ring 
Bi-trent, m sothtast tokmnge of hir 

peyne, 870 

That to biholde it was a dedly thing, 

For which Pandare mighte not restreyne 


The teres from his eyen for to reyne 
But nathelees, as he best mighte, heeeyde 
From Troilus thise wordos to Criseyde 875 

126 ‘Lo, nece, I trowe ye han herd al 
how 

The king, with other e lordos, for the 
beste. 

Hath mad eschaunge of Antenor and 
yow, 

That cause is of this sorwe and this 
unreste 

But how this cas doth Troilus moleste, 880 
That may non erthely mannes tonge 
se\e , 

For \ erray wo his wit is al aweye 

127 For which we han so sorwed, he 
and I, 

That in-to htol bothe it haddo us slawe , 
But thurgh my conseil this day, fynally, 
He somwhat is fro woping now with- 
drawe 886 

And semeth me that he dosyreth fawe 
With yow to been al night, tor to devyse 
Remede in this, if ther were any wyse 

128 This, short and ple^ne, th’effect of 

my message, 890 

As fertorth as my wit can comprehende 
For ye, that been of torment in swich rage, 
May to no long prologe as now entende , 
And her-upon ye may answero him sende 
And, for the love of god, my nece dere. 

So leef this wo er Troilus bo here ’ 896 

129 ‘ Gret is my wo,’ quod siie, and sighte 
sore, 

As she that feleth dedly sharp distresse , 

‘ But yet to me his sorwe is muchel more, 
That love him bet than he him-self, 
I gesse 9(xi 

Allas ’ for me hath he swich hevinesse ? 
C in he for me so pitously compleyno ? 
Y-wis, this sorwe doubleth al my peyne 

130 Grovous to me, god wot, is fm: to 
twinne,’ 

Quod she, ‘ but yet it hardere is to me 905 
To seen that sorwe which that he is inne , 
For wel wot I, it wol my bane be , 

And deye I wol in certayn,’ tho quod she , 
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‘ But bidde him come, er deeth, that thus 
me threteth, 

Dryve out that goost, which in myn herte 
beteth ’ 910 

Idl Thise wordes seyd, she on hir armes 
two 

Fil gruf, and gan to wepe pitously 
Quod Pandarus, ‘ alias ' why do ye so, 
Syn wel ye wot the tyme is taste by, 

That he shal come ? Arys up hastely, 91 s 
That he yow nat biwopen thus ne finde, 
But ye wol han him wood out of his 
minde • 

132 For wiste he that ye ferde in this 
manere. 

He wolde him-selve aloe , and if I wende 
To han this tare, he sholde not come 
hero 920 

For al the good that Pryammay despende 
For to what fyn he wolde anoon preteiide. 
That knowo I wel , and tor- thy yet I seyc. 
So Icet this sorwe, or platly he wol deye 

133 And shapeth yow his sorwe for to 

abregge, 92 

And nought encresse, leve nece swete , 
Beth rather to him cause of flat than 
egge, 

And with som wysdom ye his sorwes bete 
What helpeth it to wepen ful a strote. 

Or though ye bothe in salte teres dreynte ? 
Bet IS a tyme of cure ay than of plcynte 931 

134 I mene thus , whan I him hider 
bringe, 

Sin ye ben wyse, and bothe of oon assent, 
So shapeth how distourbe your gomge. 

Or come ayen, sono after ye be went 93s 
Wommen ben wyse in short avysement , 
And lat sen how your wit shal now 
avaylo , 

And what that I may helpe, it shal not 
faylc " 

135 ‘ Go,’ quod Criseyde, ‘ and uncle, 
trewoly, 

I shal don al my might, me to restrejme 
From weping in his sight, and bisily, 941 
Him for to glade, I shal don al my peyne, 
And in myn herte seken every veyne , 


If to this soor ther may be founden salT 
It shal not lakken, certain, on m3 
halve ’ 9 

136 Goth Pandarus, and Troilus ] 
soughte. 

Til in a temple he fond him allone, 

As he that of his lyf no longer roughte 
But to the pitouse goddes overichone 
Ful tendrely he preyde, and made h 
mono, 9 

To doon him sone out of this world 
pace , 

For wel he thoughte ther was non oth 
grace 

137 And shortly, al the sothe for to Bey 
Ho was so fallen in despe3rr that day, 
That outrely he shoop him for to deye 9 
For right thus was his argument alwey 
He seyde, he nas but loren, waylawey ’ 

‘ For al that comth, comth by necessite 
Thus to be lorn, it is my destinee 

138 For certaynly, this wot I wel,* ] 

seyde, 9' 

‘ That lor-sight of divyne purveyaunce 
Hath seyn alwey me to tor-gon Criseyd< 
Sin god secth every thing, out of dor 
aunce, 

And hem desponeth, thourgh his ord 
naunce. 

In hir merytes sothly tor to be, 9 

As they shul comen by predestinee 

139 But natheleos, alias’ whom shal 
leve ? 

For ther ben grete clerkes many oon, 
That destinee thorugh argumentes prev 
And som men seyn that nedely ther 
noon , 9 

But that tree chois is ye\en us everichoo 
O, welaway ' so sleye arn clerkes olde. 
That I not whos ox)inion I may holdo 

140 For som men se>n, if god seth 
biforn, 

Ne god may not deceyved ben, pardee, 9 
Than moot it fallen, though men hadde 
sworn. 

That purveyaimce hath seyn bifore to \ 
Wherfor I se/e, that from eterne if he 
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Hath wist hiforn our thought eek as our 
dede, 

We have no free chois, as these clerkcs 
rede 980 

141 For other thought nor other dede 
also 

Might never bo, but swich as purveyaunco, 
Which may not ben deceyved never-mo, 
Hath feled biforn, with-outen ignoraunce 
For if ther mighte been a vanaunce 985 
To wrythen out fro goddes purveymge, 
Ther nere no prescience of thing corainge , 

142 But it wore rather an opinioun 
Uncerteyn, and no stedfast forsemgo , 
And certes, that were an abusioun, 990 
That god shuld han no parfit deer witinge 
More than we men that han doutous 

weninge 

But swich an errour up-on god to gesse 
Were fals and foul, and wikked corsod- 
nesse 

143 Eek this is an opinioun of somme 995 
That han hir top ful heighe and smotho 

y-shore , 

They seyn right thus, that thing is not to 
come 

For that the prescience hath seyn bifore 
That it shal come, but they seyn, that 
therfore 

That it shal come, therfore the purvey- 
aunce 1000 

Wot it biforn with-outen ignoraunce , 

144 And in this manere this necessitee 
Retorneth in his part contrarie agayn 
For needfully bihoveth it not to be 
That thilke thinges fallen in certayn 1005 
That ben purveyed , but nedely, as they 

seyn, 

Bihoveth it that thinges, whiche that 
falle. 

That they in certayn ben purveyed alio 

145 I mene as though I laboured me in 
this, 

To enqueren which thing cause of which 
thing be , 1010 

As whether that the prescience of god is 
The certayn cause ot the necessitee 


Of thinges that to comen been, pardee , 
Or it necessitee of thing cominge 
Be cause certeyn of the purveymge 101 

146 But now ne enforce I me nat 1 
shewinge 

How the ordre of causes stant , but wt 
wot I, 

That it bihoveth that the bifallinge 
Ot thinges wist biforen certeynly 
Be necessarie, al seme it not tlier-by 102 
That prescience put falling necessaire 
To thing to come, al falle it foule o 
fairo 

147 For if ther sit a man yond on a see, 
Than by necessitee bihoveth it 

That, certes, thyn opinioun soth be, 102 
That wenest or conjectest that ho sit , 
And ferthor-over now ayenward yit, 

Lo, right so it is of the part contrarie, 

As thus , (now herkne, for I wol no 
tarie) 

148 I seye, that if the opinioun of thee 
Be sooth, for that he sit, than seye 

this, 10^ 

That he mot sitten by necessitee , 

And thus necessitee in either is 
For in him nedo of sitting is, y-wis. 

And in thee nede of sooth , and thus, for 
sotho, 1031 

Ther moot necessitee ben m yow bothe 

149 But thou mayst seyn, the man sii 
not therfore, 

That thyn opinion of sitting soth is , 

But rather, for the man sit ther bifore, 
Tlierfore is thyn opinion sooth, y-wis 104c 
And I seye, though the cause of sooth ol 
this 

Comth of his sitting, yet necessitee 
Is entrechaungod, bothe in him and thee 

150 Thus on this same wyse, out oJ 
doutaunce, 

I may wel maken, as it semeth me, 104 
My resonmge of goddes purveyaunce. 
And of the thinges that to comen be , 

By whiche reson men may wel y-see. 

That thilke thinges that in erthe falle, 
That by necessitee they comen alle 1050 
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151 For al though that, for thing shal 
come, y-wis, 

Therfore is it purveyed, certaynly, 

K it that it comth for it purveyed is 
Yet nathelees, bihoveth it nedfully, 

'J hat thing to come be purveyed, trewely , 
Or elles thinges that purveyed be, 1056 
That they bityden by necessitee 

152 And this suffyseth right y-now, 
certeyn, 

For to destroye our free choib every del — 
But now is this abusion to seyn, 1060 
That fallinge of the thinges temjiorel 
Is cause of goddes prescience eterncl 
Now trewely, that is a fals sentence, 

That thing to come sholde cause his 
prescience 

15 d What mighte I wene, and I liaddo 
swich a thought, 1065 

But that god purveyth thing that is to 
come 

For that it is to come, and elles nought ’ 
So niighte I weno that thinges alle and 
some, 

That whylom been bifalle and over come, 
Ben cause of thilke sovereyn purvey- 
aunce, 1070 

That for wot al vnth-outon ignoiaunco 

154 And ovei al this, yet seye I more 
herto, 

That right as whan I woot ther is» a 
thing, 

\-wis, that thing mot nedefull^ be so , 
Eek right so, whan I woot a thing 
coming, 1075 

So mot it come , and thus the bifalhng 
Of thinges that ben wist bifore the tyde, 
Thej mowe not been eschewed on no 
syde ’ 

155 Than soyde he thus, ‘ almighty Jove 
in trone, 

That wost of al this thing the soothfast- 
nesse, 1080 

Rewe on my sorwe, or do me deye sone, 
Or bring Criseyde and me fro this dis- 
tresse ’ 

And whj 1 he was in al this hevmesse, 


Disputinge with him-self in this matere, 
Com Pandare in, and sojde as ye maj 
here 1081 

156 ‘ O mighty god,’ quod Pandarus, ‘ 11 
trone, 

Ey ’ who seigli e\ er a wys m in faien so 
Why, Troilus, what thenkestow to done 
Hastow swich lust to been th> n owene fo 
What, parde,yet is not Criseyde a-go ’ lotjt 
Why lust thee so thy-selt for-doon fo] 
drede. 

That in thyn heed thyn e;y en semen dede 

157 Hastow not lived many a j^eer bi 
foin 

With-outen hir, and ferd ful wel at ese ? 
Artow for hir and for non other bom ? 
Hath kind thee wroughte al-only hir tc 
plese ? io9< 

Lat be, and thenk right thus in thj disese 
That, in the dees right as ther fallei 
chaunces, 

Right so in love, ther come and goor 
plesaunces 

15 S And yet this is a wondei most of alle 
Why thou thus sorwest, sin thou nosi 
not yit, iioi 

Touching hir goinge, how thit it shaJ 
falle. 

No if she can hir-self distorben it 
Thou hast not >et assayed al hii wit 
A man may al b> tyme his nekke bede i lO' 
Whan it shal of, and soiwen at the nede, 

1 59 For-thy take hedo of that that I sha- 
seye , 

I have with hir y-spoke and longe y be, 
So as accorded was bitwixe us tvi eye 
And ever-mo me thinketh thus, that she 
Hath som-what in hir hertes pievetee, 
Wher-with she can, if I shal right arede 
Distorbe al this, of which thou art 111 
drede 1 1 1 

160 For which my counseil is, whan it !■= 
night, 

Thou to hir go, and make of this an 
ende , 

And blisful Juno, thourgli lur grete 
mighte, 111^ 


L 
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ShaJ, as I hope, hir grace un-to us aende 
Myn herte seyth, “ certeyn, she shal not 
wende 

And for-thy put thyn herte a whylo in 
reste , 1119 

And hold this purpos, foi it is the beste ’ 

261 This Troilus answerde, and siglite 
sore, 

‘ Thou seyst right wel, and I wil do right 
so ,* 

And what him liste, ho seyde un-to it 
more 

And whan that it was tyme for to go, 

Ful prevely him-self, with-outen mo, 112^ 
Un-to hir com, as he was wont to done , 
And how they wroughte, I shal yow telle 
sone 

162 Soth IS, that whan they gonne first 

to mote, 1128 

So gan the peyne hir hertes for to twiste, 
That neither of hem other mighte grete, 
But hem in aimes toke and after kiste 
The lasse wofulle of hem bothe niste 
Wher that he was, ne mighte o word 
out-bringe, 

As I seyde erst, for wo and for sobbinge 

163 Tho woful teics that they Icten 

falle 1 1 ^5 

As bittre weren, out of teres lunde. 

For peyne, as is ligne-alocs or galle 
So bittre teres weep nought, as I fmde. 
The woful Myrra tlirough the baik and 
rinde 

That m this world thor nis so hard an 
herte, 1140 

That nolde han rewed on hir peynes 
smerte 

164 But wlian hn woful wery gostes 
tweyno 

Betorned been ther-as hem oughte dwello, 
And that som-what to wayken gan the 
peyno 

By lengthe of pleynte, and ehbon gan the 
Welle 1145 

Of hire teres, and the herte unswelle, 
With broken voys, al hoors for-shrigbt, 
Oriseyde 

To Troilus thise like wordes seyde 


166 ‘O Tove, I deye, and mercy I b 
seche ♦ 

Help, Troilus ’ ’ and ther-with-al hir fac 
Upon his brest she leyde, and losi 
speche , 111 

Hir woful spirit from his propre place, 
Kight with the word, alwey up poynt i 
pace 

And thus she lyth with hewes pale an 
grene. 

That whylom fiesh and finest was 1 
sene 11 

166 This Troilus, that on hir gan bihold( 
Clepinge hir name, (and she lay as i< 

deed, 

With-outo answere, and felte hir lime 
colde, 

Hir eyen throweii upward to Inr heed), 
This sorwful man can now noon othe 
reed, iit 

But ofte tymo hii colde mouth he kiste 
Wher him ’was wo, god and Inm self 
wiste ’ 

167 He rist him up, and long streight h 
hir leyde , 

For faigne of lyf, for ought he can c 
ma>, 

Can he noon finde in no-thmg on Cr 
seyde, 

For w hich his song ful ofte is ‘ weylaway 
But whan he saugh that specholes sh 
lay, 

With sorwful \oys, and heite of blisse s 
hare, 

He seyde how she was fro this worl 
y-fare ’ 

168 So after that he longe hadde hi 

comideyned, 117 

His hondes wronge, and seyd that was t 
seye. 

And with his teres salte hir brest bj 
reyned, 

He gan tho teres wypen of ful dreye. 
And pitously gan for the soule preye, 
And seyde, ‘ O lord, that set art in th 
trone, 117 

Rewe eek on me, for I shal folwe hi 
sone ' ’ 
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169 She cold was and with-outen sente- 
ment, 

For aught he woot, for breeth ne felte he 
noon , 

And this was him a preignant argument 
That she was forth out of this world 
agoon , 1180 

And whan he scigh ther was non other 
woon, 

He gall hir limes dresse in swich mancre 
As men don hem that shul be leyd on bere 

170 And after this, with sterne and cruel 
herte, 

His swerd a-noon out of his shethe he 
twighte, 1185 

Him-self to sleen, how sore that him 
smerto, 

So that his sowle hir sowle folwen mighte, 
Ther-as the doom of Mynos wolde it dighte , 
Sin lo\e and cruel Fortune it ne woldc, 
That in this world he longer liven sholde 

171 Thannc styde he thus, fulfild of 

heigh desdiyn, 1191 

‘ O cruel Tove, and thou, Fortune adverse, 
Tins al and som, that falsly have ye 
slayn 

Criseyde, and sin ye ni ly do me no wersc, 
Fv on your might and werkes so tii- 
\orso’ 119^ 

Thus cowaidly ye shul me never winne , 
Ther shal no deeth me fio my lady twinne 

172 For I this w orld, sin ye han slayn hu 
thus, 

Wol lete, and f olowe hir spirit lowo or hye, 
fehal never lover seyn that Tioilus 1200 
Dar not, for fere, with his lady dye , 

For certeyn, I wol hero hir companye 
But sin ye wol not suffre 11s liven here, 
Yet suffreth that our soules ben y-fere 

173 And thou, citee, wlnche that I love 

m wo, 1205 

And thou, Pryam, and brethcren al y-fere, 
And thou, my moder, farewel ’ for I go , 
And Attropos, make ledy thou my bere * 
And thou, Cnseyde, o swete herte dere, 
Keeeyve now my spirit ’ ’ wolde he seye, 
With swerd at herte, al redy for to deye 


174 But as god wolde, of swough ther- 

with she abre> do, 1212 

And gan to sjke, and ‘ Troilus ’ she cryde , 
And he answerde, ‘ lady myn Criseyde, 
Live ye yet’’ and leet liis swerd doun 
glyde 1215 

‘ Ye, herte myn, that thanked be Cupyde I’ 
Quod she, and ther-with-al she sore sighte , 
And he bigan to glade hir as ho mighte , 

175 Took hir in armes two, and kiste hir 
ofto. 

And hir to glade he dide al his entente , 
For which hir goost, that flikered av 
on-lofte, 1221 

In-to hii wof 111 herte ein it wente 
But at the laste, as that hir eyen glente 
A-syde, anoon she gan his swerd aspye, 
As it lay bare, and gan for fere crye, 1225 

17b And asked him, why ho it hadde 
out-drawe ^ 

And Troilus anoon the cause hir tolde, 
And how himself thcr-with he wolde 
have slawe 

For which Criseyde up-on him gan bi- 
holde, 

And gan him in h II armes faste folde, 12^) 
And seyde, ‘ O mercy, god, lo, which a 
dede ’ 

Allas ' how neigh we were bothe dede ' 

177 Thanne if I ne hadde spoken, as 
grace was. 

Ye wolde han slayn your-sclf anoon’ 
quod she 

‘ Ye, doutelcbs , ’ and she answerde, ‘alias ' 
hor, by that like loid that made me, 1236 
I nolde a forlong wey on-lyve han be. 
After your deeth, to han be crowned queue 
Of al the lond the sonne on shyneth shene 

17y But with this solve swerd, winch 
that heie is, 1-40 

My-selve I wolde have slayn ’ ’ — quod she 
tho , 

‘ But ho, for we han right y-now of this, 
And late us ryse and streight to bedde go. 
And there lat vs speken of our wo 
For, by the morter which that I see 
brenne, i^45 

Knowe I ful wel that day is not fer henne,’ 
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179 Whan they were in hir hedde, m 
armes folde, 

Nought was it lyk tlio nightes here-biforn , 
For pitously ech other gan biholde, 1249 
As they that hadden al hir bhsse y lorn, 
Biwaylinge ay the day that they were born 
Til at the last this sorwful wight Criseydo 
To Troilus these like wordes seyde — 

180 ‘ Lo, heite mjn, wel wot yo this,’ 

quod she, 1254 

* That if a wight alwey Ins wo compleyne, 
And seketh nought how holpen for to be, 
It nis but folye and encrces oi peyne , 
And sin tliat he re assembled be we t we;y ne 
To finde bote of wo that we ben inno. 

It were al tyme sone to biginno 1260 

181 I am a womman, as ful wel >e woot, 
And as I am av> sod sodeynly. 

So wol I telle \ow, whyl it is hoot 
Mo thinketh thus, that neither ye nor I 
Oughte half this wo to make skilfully i26<5 
For there is ait y-now for to redresse 
That yet is mis, and slecn this hevmosse 

182 Sooth IS, the wo, the wlnche that we 
ben mno. 

For ought I woot, for no-thmg elles is 
But for the cause that wo sholden twinno 
Considered al, ther ms no-moieamis 1271 
But what IS thanno a lemede un-to this, 
But that we shape us sone for to mete ? 
This al and som, my dere herte swete 

183 Now tint I shal wel bringen it 

aboute 1275 

To come aj em, sone after that I go, 
Ther-of am I no maner thing in douto 
For drodeles, ■with mno a ■wouke or two, 

I shal ben here , and, that it may bo so 
By alle right, and maw ordes fewe, 1 280 
I shal yow wel an heep of weyes shewe 

184 For which I wol not make long 
sermoun. 

For tjme y-Iost may not recoveied be , 

But I wol gon to my conclusioun, 1284 

And to the beste, m ought that I can see 
And, for the love of god, for-yeve it me 
If I speke ought ayein your hertes reste , 
For trewely, I speke it for the beste , 


185 Makmge alwey a protestacioun. 
That now these wordes, whiohe that 1 s 

seye, 1 

Nis but to shewe yow my mocioun, 

To finde un-to our htlpo the beste wej 
And taketh it non other wyse, I proye 
For in effect what-so yo me comaunde 
That wol I doon, for that is no demaun 

186 Now herkenctli this, ye ban ■' 

understondo, i 

My going graunted is by parlemcnt 
So ferforth, that it may not be with stoi 
For al this world, as by my jugcinent 
And sm ther lielpeth noon avysemc nt 1 
To letten it, lat it passe out of mmdc , 
And lat us shape a bettre wey to finde 

187 The sotho is, that the twmninge 
us two^^ne 

Wol us discso and cruelliche anojo 
But him bihoveth som tyme han a pej 
That strveth love, if that ho ■wol li 
joyo 1 

And sm I shal no ferthere out of Tioy< 
Than I may ryde ayein on half a moiv 
It oughte lasse causen us to sorwe 

188 So as I shal not so ben hid in mm 
That day by day, myn owene herte dei 
Sm wel ye woot that it is now a truwe. 
Ye shul fill wcl al myn estat y-here i 
And er that truwe is doon, I shal ben he 
And thanne have ye bothe Antenor 

wonno 

And me also , beth glad now, if yo com 

189 And thenk right thus, “ Crisejde 

now agoon, 1 

But what ’ she shal come hastely ayeyn 
And whanno, alias ^ by god, lo, rig 
anoon, 

Er dayes ten, this dar I saufly scyn i 
And thanne at erste shul we been so faj 
So as we shullo to-gederes ever dwelle, 
That al this world ne miglite our hli‘ 
teUe 

190 I see that ofte, ther-as we ben nov 
That for the beste, our conseil for to hjc 
Ye speke not with me, nor I with y ow 1 
In fourtenight , ne see yow go ne rj- de 
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May ye not ten dayes thanne abyde, 

For myn honour, in swicli an aventnre ? 
Y-wis, ye mowen dies lyte endure ’ 1330 

191 Ye knowe eek how that al my km IS 
heie, 

But if that onliche it my fader be , 

And eek myn othei e thinges alle y-fere, 
And nameliche, my dere herte, ye, 
Whom that I nolde leven for to see i33«> 
h or al this world, as wyd as it hath space, 
Oi elles, see ich never Joves face ’ 

192 Why trowe ye my fader in tins wyso 
Coveiteth so to see mo, but for drede 1^39 
Lest in this toun that tolkes me dispyse 

-cause of him, for his unhappy dede ? 
What woot my fader what lyf that I lede? 
For if he wiste in Troye how wel I faie, 

L s neded for my wending nought to care 

193 Ye seen that every day 00k, more 

and more, i34«; 

Men trete of pees , and it supposed is, 
That men the quene Fleyne shal restore. 
And Grekes us restore that is mis 
So though ther nere comfort noon but 
this, 1349 

That men purposen pees on every sydo. 
Ye may the bettre at ese of herte abyde 

194 For if that it be pees, myn herte 
dcre. 

The nature of the pees mot nedes dryve 
That men moste entrecomunen y-fere, 
And to and fro eek rydo and gon as blyve 
Alday as thikke as been flen from an 
hyve , 1356 

And e\ ery wight han libertee to bleve 
Wher-as him list the bet, with-outen leve 

195 And though so be that pees ther may 
be noon. 

Yet liider, though ther never poos ne 
were, 1360 

I moste come , for whider sholde I goon. 
Or how misohaunce sholde I dwelle there 
Among tho men of armes ever in fere ? 
For which, as wisly god my soule rede, 

I can not seen whor-of ye sholden drede 

196 Have here another wey, if it so bo 
That al this thing ne may yow not suffyse 


My fader, as ye knowen wel, pardee, 

Is old, and elde is ful of coveityse 
And I right now have founden al the 
gyse, 1370 

With-oute net, wher-with I shal him 
hente , 

And horkeneth how if that ye wole 
assente 

197 Lo, Troilus, men seyn that hard it is 
The wolf ful, and the v ether hool to have , 
This is to seyn, that men ful ofte, y-wis, 
Mot spenden part, the remenaunt for to 

save 1376 

For ay with gold men may the herto 
giave 

Of him that set is up on coveityse , 

And how I mene, I shal it yow dcvyse 

198 The moeblo which that I have in 

this toun 1380 

Ln-to my fader shal I take, and seye. 
That right for trust and for savacioun 
It sent IS from a freend of his or tweye. 
The whiche freendes ferventliche him 
preye 

To senden after more, and that in hye, 
Wliyl that this toun stant thus in ju- 
partye 1386 

199 And that shal been an huge 
quantitee, 

Thus shal I seyn, but, lest it folk aspyde, 
Ihis may be sent by no wight but by me , 
I shal eek shewen him, if pees bityde, 1390 
AVhat frendes that ich have on every sydo 
Tovard tho court, to doon the wratho 
pace 

Of Priamus, and doon him stondo in 
grace 

200 So, what for o thing and for other, 
swete, 

I shal him so enchaunten with my sawes, 
That right in hovene his sov le is, shal he 
mete ’ 1396 

For al Appollo, or his clerkes lawes, 

Or calculmge avayleth nought three 
hawes , 

Desyr of gold shal so his sowle blende, 
That, as me lyst, I shal wel make an 
ende 140® 
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201 And if he wolde ought hy his eorfe it 
preve 

If that I lye, in certa\ n T shal fonde 
Bistorhen him, and plukke him hy the 
sieve, 

Makingo his sort, and beren him on 
honde, 

He h itli not wel the goddes imderstondo 
Hoi goddes spe ken in ampin bologyes, 1406 
And, for a sooth, they tcllcn twont\ lyes 

202 Eek drede fond first goddes, I sup- 
pose, 

Thns shal I seyn, and th it his coward 
h( ite 

M ide him amis the goddes text to glosc, 
Whan he for ferde out of his Delplios 
steite 1411 

And but I make him sonc to converte, 
And doon my reed with inne a day or 
twoye, 

I wol to yow oblige me to deyo ^ 

20s And treweliche, as wrifeen wel I finde, 
That al this thing was seyd of good en- 
tente , 1416 

And that hir herte trewe was and kindo 
Towardes him, and spuk right as she 
mente, 

And that she starf for wo noigli, whan 
she wente, 

And was in pnrpos e\ei to be trowe , 14*0 
Thus writen they that of hir werkes 
kuewe 

204 This Troilus, with herto and eres 
spradde, 

Herde al this thing devysen to and fro , 
And verraylich him semed that he hadde 
The selve wit , but yet to Icte hir go 14215 
His herte misforyaf him eve r mo 
But fynally, he gan his herto wreste 
To trusten hir, and took it tor the beste 

205 For which the grete furie of his 
penaunce 

Was queynt with hope, and ther with 
hem bitwene 1430 

Bigan for joye the amorouse daunce 
And as the bnddes, whan the sonne is 
shone, 

Delyten in hir song in leves grene, 


Right so the wordes that they spake 
y fere 

Delyted hem, and made hir hertes clerc 

206 But natlieles, the wending of Cii- 

seyde, 14^0 

For al this world, ma\ nought out of his 
minde , 

For which ful ofte hf pitously hir preyde, 
That of hir heste lie might hir trewo 
finde 1439 

And seyde hir, ‘ eertes, if \ e he unlunde, 
And but ye come at da\ S( t in to Troye, 
Ne shal I never have helo, honour, ne 
joye 

207 For al-so sooth as sonne up rist on 
morwe, 

And, god ’ so wisly thou me, woful 
wrecche, 1444 

To reste brmge out of tins cruel sorwe, 

I wol my selvt 11 sic e if that ye dreccho 
But of my deetli though litel be to recche, 
Yet, ertliat ye me cause so to smerte, 
Dwel rather here, myn owene swote herte ’ 

208 For treweU , myn owene lady dere, 
Tho slfightes yet that I have herd yow 

stere 1451 

Ful shaply been to fallen alle y fore 
For thus men seyn, ‘ that oon thenketh 
the here. 

But al another thenketh his lodere ” 
Your sire is wys, and se^ d is, out of drede, 
“ Men may the wyse at-renno, and not at- 
redc ” 1456 

209 It IS ful hard to halten unesp> ed 
Bifore a crepul, for he can tho craft , 
Your fader is m sleighte as Argus yed , 
For al be that his moeble is him biraft, 
Ills oldo sleighte is yet so with him hifb, 
Ye shal not blende him for jour woman- 

hede, 1462 

Ne feyne a-nght, and that is al my drede 

210 I noot if pees shal ever mo bityde , 
But, pees or no, for emest ne for game, 

I woot, sin Calkas on the Grekes sycle 
Hath ones been, and lost so foule his 

name, 1467 
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He dar no more come here ayein for 
shame , 

For which that weye, for ought I can 
espye, 

To trusten on, ms but a fantasye 1470 

211 Yo slial eek seen, your fader shal 
^ ow glose 

To been a w\l, and as he can wel preche. 
He shal som Greek so preyse and wel 
alose, 

That ravisshen he shal yow with his 
speche, 1474 

Or do vow doon by force as he shal tec he 
And Troilus, of whom ye nil han routhe, 
Shal causeles so sterven in his troutht ’ 

212 And o\Gi al this, \our fader shal 
desiijse 

Il's illo, and soyn tins citoe ms but lorn , 
And that th’ issLge never shal aryse, 1480 
For-why the Grekes han it alle sworn 
Til we be slayn, and doun our walles torn 
And thus he slial you with his wordes 
fere. 

That ay drede I, that \ e wol blevo there 

2 Id Ye shul eek seen so many a lustj 
knight 1485 

A-mong the Grekes, ful of worthmesso, 
Aaid eche of hem with liorte, wit, and 
might 

To plescn yow don al his besincsse, 

Tliat ye shul dullen of the rudencsse 
Of us sely Irojanes, but-if routhe 1400 

Remorde jow, or veitue of your trouthe 

214 And this to me so grevoiis is to 
thinke. 

That fro my brest it wol my soule rende , 
Ne dredeles, in me ther may not smke 
A good opinioun, if that ye wende , 140=; 
For-why youi faderes sleighte wol us 
shende 

And if ye goon, as I have told yo^v yore. 
So thenk I nam but deed, with-oute more 

216 For which, with humble, trewe, aaid 
pitous herte, 1499 

A thousand tymes mercy I yow preye , 

So reweth on myn aspre peynes smerte, 


And doth somwhat, as that I shal yow 
seye, 

And lat us stele away bitwixe us tweye , 
And thenk that folyo is, whan man may 
chese, ic:o4 

For accident his substaunce a^ to lese 

216 I mene this, that sin we mowe er 
day 

Wel stele away, and been to-gidor so, 
What wit weie it to initten in assay, 

In cas ye sh olden to >our fader go, 

If til it ye miglite come aye in or no ? isjio 
Thus mene I, that it wore a grot folye 
To putte that sikerncsse in j apart jc 

217 And vulgaily to spoken of substaunce 
Of tresour, may we botho with us lode 
Y-nough to live in honour and ph saunoo, 
Til in-to tjme that wo shul be n d( de , 
And thus wo m ij eschewen al this 

drede 

lor everich other wov e can recordt , 
Mjru herte, >-wi!>, miy not ther with 
acorde 1S19 

218 And hardily, ne dredeth no poierte, 
For I have kin and freendes elles-where 
That, though we comen in our bare sherto, 
Us sliolde neither lakke gold ne gc rc, 

But been honoured whyl we dwolten 

there 1S24 

And go we anoon, for, as m myn entente, 
This is the beste, if that je wolo assente ' 

219 Criseydo, with a s>k, right 111 this 

wyso 1^27 

Answerde, ‘ y-wis, my dere herte trewe, 
Wo may wel stele away, as ye devyse, 
And finde swiche unthrifty weyes newe , 
But afterward, ful sore it wol us rewe 
And help me god so at my moste nede 
As causeles ye suffren al this drede ’ 

220 For tliilke day that I for cherisslunge 
Or drede of fader, or of other wight, 1535 
Or for estat, delyt, or for weddinge 

Be fals to yow, my Troilus, my knight 
Saturnes doughter, Juno, thorugh hir 
might, 

As wood as Athamante do me dwelle 
Eternaly m Stix, the put of helle ’ 1540 
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221 And this on every god celestial 

I swere it yow, and eck on eehe goddesse, 
On every Nymphe and deite infernal, 

On Satiry and Fanny more and lesse, 
That halve goddes been of wildemesse , 
And Attropog my t breed of lyf to-breste 
If I be fals , now trowe me if thow leste ’ 

222 And thon, Simoyg, that as an arwo 

clere 1 *^48 

Thomgh Troye rennest ay downward to 
the sec, 

Ber witnesse of this vord that sejd is 
here, 

That thilke day that ich nnticwe be 
To Troilus, myn owene herte free, 

That thon retorne bakwarde to thy welle, 
And I with body and sonle sinke in belle ’ 

223 But that je speke, awey thus for 
to go 

And leten alle yonr freendes, god for- 
bede, 

For any womman, that yo sholden so, 
And namely, sin Troye hath now swich 
nede 

Of help , and eek of o thing taketh hede. 
If this were wist, my lif la\e m balannce, 
And your honour , god shilde ns fro mis- 
channce ’ 1561 

224 And if so be that pees her after take, 
As alday happeth, after anger, game, 

Why, lord ’ the sorwe and wo ye wolden 

make, i «)64 

That ye ne dorste come ayein for shame ’ 
And er that ye jnparten so yonr name, 
Beth nought to hasty in this hote fare , 
For hasty man ne wanteth never care 

225 Wliat trove yo the pople eek al 

abonte 1^69 

Wolde of it seye ? It is fnl light to arede 
They wolden seye, and swere it, out of 
donte. 

That love ne droof yow nought to doon 
this dede, 

But lust voluptuous and coward drede 
Thus were al lost, y-wis, myn herte dere. 
Your honour, which that nowshyneth so 
clere is/s I 


226 And also thenketh on myn honest ee, 
That floureth yet, how foule I sholde it 

shende, 

And with what filthe it spotted sholde be. 
If in thus forme I sholde with j ow wende 
Ne though I livede un to the worldes 
ende, i sSo 

My name sholde I never ayeinw ird 
winne , 

Thus were I lost, and that were routhe 
and sinne 

227 And for-thy slee with reson al this 
hete , 

Mon Boyn, “ the suffraunt overcometh,” 
pardee , 

Eck “ who-so wol han leef, he leef mot 
lete,” is 8 =? 

Thus maketh vertue of necessitee 
By pacience, and thenk that lord is he 
Of fortune ay, that nought wol of liir 
recche , 

\nd she ne daunteth no wight but a 
wrecche 

228 And trusteth this, that certes, herte 

swete, 1550 

Er Phobus suster, Lucina the shene. 

The Leoun passe out of this Ariete, 

I wol ben here, with-outen any wene 
I mene, as helpe me Juno, hevenes quene, 
The tenthe day, but-if that deeth me 
assay le, 1^95 

I wol yow seen, with-outen any fayle ’ 

229 ‘ And now, so this be sooth,’ quod 
Troilus, 

‘ I shal wel sufFre un-to the tenthe day. 
Sin that I see that nedo it moot be thus 
But, for the love of god, if it be may, 1600 
So lat us stele prively away , 

For ever in oon, as for to live in reste, 
Myn herte seyth that it wol been the 
beste ’ 

230 ‘O mercy, god, what lyf is this?’ 

quod she , 1604 

‘ Allas, ye slee me thus for verray tene ’ 

I see wel now that ye mistrusten me , 

For by your wordes it is wel y-sene 
Now, for the love of Cynthia the shene, 
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Mistrust me not thus causeles, for routhe , 
Sin to be trewe I have yow jilight my 
troutho 1610 

26 i And thonketh wel, that som t3une it 
IS wit 

To spende a tyme, a tyme foi to wmne , 
ISe, pardec, lorn am I nought fro yow yit, 
Though that ve been a day or two 
a twmne 

Dr> f out the fantasyesyow with-mne , idi'; 
And trusteth me, and Icveth eok 3 oui 
sorwe, 

Or here my trouthe, I wol not live til 
morwo 

For if je wiste how sore it doth me 
srnerte, 

\e wolde cesse ol this , loi god, thou 
wost, 

Tlu pure spirit wepeth in my nherte, 16^0 
To see j'ow wepen that I love most, 

And that I moot gon to the Orekes ost 
Yt, neie it that I wiste remedye 
To come ayem, right here I wolde e ’ 

233 But certes, I am not so nyce a wight 

That I ne can imaginen a way 1626 

To come ayein that day that I have hight 
For who may holde thing that wol a-wa^ ^ 
Mv fader nought, for al his queynto idey 
And by my thrift, my wending out of 

Tro^e i6yi 

Anothci day shal torne us alle to J03 e 

234 For-thy, with al myn herte I yow 
beseke, 

If that 3 ow list don ought for my preyere, 
And for the love which that I love yow 
(ke, 

That er that I departo fro yow here, 1635 
Th it of so good a comfort and a chere 
I mav you seen, that 30 may biinge at 
reste 

M3n herte, which that is at point to 
breste 

235 And over al this, I pray yow,’ quod 

she tho, 1639 

* Myn owene hertes soothfast suffisaunce, 
8 in I am thyn al hool, with-outen mo, 
Tliat wh3l that I am absent, no plesaunce 


Of othere do me fro your remembraunce 
For I am ever a gast, for-wh3 men rede, 
lhat “ love is thing ay ful of biS3 drede ” 

236 For in this world ther liveth lady 

noon, 1646 

If that 3 e were untrewe, as god defende * 
That so bitiaysed were or wo bigoon 
As I, th it alle trouthe in yow entende 
\.nd douteles, if that ich other wende, 

I ncro but deed , and er ye cause finde, 

I or goddes love, so beth mo not un- 
kinde ’ 

237 To this answeide Troilus and se3de, 
‘Now god, to whom ther nis no cause 

y-wr3e, 16^4 

Me glade, as wis I never un-to Crisoyde, 
Sin thilke day I saw liir first with 3 e, 
Was fals, ne nevei shal til that I d3 e 
At shorte wordt s, wcl 3 e may mo le\e , 

I can no more, it shal be fouiide at preve *■ 

238 ‘Giaunt merc3, goodc myn, y-wis,’^ 

quod she, 1660 

‘ A.nd blisful Venus lat me never sterve 
Lr I may stonde of plesaunce in degree 
To qu3 te him wel, that so wel can deserve, 
4 .nd whyl that god my wit wol mo con'* 
serve, 

I shal so doon, so trewe I ha\e yow 
founde, 1665 

That ay honour to me-ward shal rebounde- 

239 For trusteth w^el, that your estat 
loyal 

Ne vcyn delyt, nor only worthmesse 
Of yow in worre, or torney marcial, 1669 
Ne pompe, array, nobley, or eek richesse, 
Ne made mo to re we on y'^our distresse , 
But moral vertue, gi ounded upon trouthe. 
That was the cause I first hadde on yow 
routhe ’ 

240 Eek gentil herte and manhod that ye 
hadde, 

And that ye hadde, as me thoughte, in 
despy t 1675 

Every thing that souned in-to badde, 

As rudenesse and poeplish appetyd , 

And that your reson bry^dled y^our delyt. 


^ 3 



^rotfu0 ani 


[Book V 


298 


This made, abeven every creature, 

That I was your, and shal, whyl I may 
dure 1680 

241 And this may lengths of yeres not 
for do, 

remuable fortune deface , 

But J uppiter, that of Ins might may do 
The sorwlul to be glad, so yeve us grace, 
Er niglites ten, to meten 111 this place, 

So that it may your herte and myii suf- 
fyse , i686 

And faretli now wel, for tyme is that yc 
rysc " 

242 And after that they longo y-pleyned 
hadde. 

And ofte y-kist and streite in armes folde, 
The day gan ryse, and Tioilus him 
cladde, 1690 


I 

I And rewfulliche his lady gan biholde. 

As he that felte dethes cares colde 
And to liir grace he gan him recomaunde , 
Wher him was wo, this holde I no de- 
maunde 1 694 

243 Poi mannes heed imagineii nc c\n, 
Ne entendement considcie, ne tonge 
tdlo 

The cruel peyncs of this soiwful min, 
Tliat passen every tormc iit doun in 
hollc 1698 

For whan lie saiigh that she ne mighte 
dwellc. 

Which that his soulc out of his herte 
rente, 

With outen more, out of the ehaumhre 
ho wento 1701 

Explicit Liber Quartus 


BOOK V 


Incipit Liber Quintus. 

1 Aprochen gan the fatal deatmee 
That Joves hath in disposicioun, 

And to yow, angry Parcas, sustren three, 
Committeth, to don execuc loun , 

For which Ciiseydo nioste out of the 
toun, 

And Trodus sh il dw cllc forth 111 i)yno 
TilLachesib his threod no Icngci twyne — 

2 The golden ti eased Pliebus heighe 011- 

lofte 

Thryes hadde alle with his bemes shene 
The snowos molte, and Zo]>hiius as ofte 10 
Y-hrought aycin the tendie Icvcs giene, 
Sin that the sone of Ec uha the queue 
Bigan to love liir first, for whom Ins sorwo 
Was al, that she departe sholdo a-morwc 

3 Ful red> was at ]3ryme Dyomede, 15 
Criseyde un-to the Grekes ost to lede, 

For sorwo of which she felte hir heite 

hlede, 

As she that niste what was best to rede 
And trewely, as men in bokes rede, 


Men wiste never womman ban the care, 20 
Ne was so looth out of a toun to fare 

4 This Troilus, with outen reed or lore, 
As man that hath his joyes eok forlore, 
Was waytiiige on hisluly e\er-moie 
As she that was the soothfast crop and 
more 25 

Of ul his lust, or joyes hr re-tofoie 
But Troilus, now f 11 ( wel al thy joye, 

For shaltow nev( r seen hii eft in 
Troye ’ 

) Soth is, that wh>l lu' bood in this 
manerc, 

Ho gan his wo ful manl> for to In de, 
Thit wel nnnethe it seen w is 111 his 
ehere , 

But at the yato thei she sholde oute 
lydo 

With certtvn folk, he hoved hir t’abyde, 
So wo higoon, al wolde lie nought him 
pkyne. 

That on his hors unnethe he sat for 
pejme 35 
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6 for ire he qiiook, so gan his herte 

gnawe, 

Whan Diomede on horse gan him dresse, 
And sej dc im-to him-sclf this like sawe, 
‘Allas,’ quod he, ‘thus foul a wrecched- 
nesso 

Why suffre ich it, why nil ich it re- 
ditsse? 40 

Were it not bet at ones for to dye 
Than ever-more in langour thus to drye ? 

7 Why ml I m ike at ones riche and 

liore 

To have y-nough to done, er that she go ^ 
Why ml I bringe al Tri>ye upon a lore ^ 45 
Why ml I sleen this Diomede also ^ 

Why ml I rathei with a man or two 
Stele hir i-w ay ^ Why wol 1 this endure ’ 
Why ml I holpt n to myn oweno cure ^ ’ 

8 But why he nolde doon so tel a dtde, 
That shal I sejn, and why him listo it 

spare S* 

He hadde in herte alwoy a manor drede. 
Lest that Criseyde, in rumour of this tare, 
Sliolde han ben si lyn , lo, this was al his 
cm 

And cUts, ceiteyn, as I styde yore, 

He hadde it doon, with-outen wordes 
more 

9 Criseyde, whan she redy was to ryde, 
Ful sorwfully she sigliti, and seyde 

‘ alias ’ ’ 

But forth she moot, tor ought th it maj 
bityde, 

And forth she iit lul sorwfulli a pas 60 
Tin r ms non othf 1 remodie in this cas 
What wonder is though that hir sore 
smerte, 

Whan she forgoth hir owene swete herte ? 

10 This Troilus, in wrse of eurtoisye, 
Whh hauke on hond, and with an huge 

loute 6=; 

Of kmghtes, rood and dide hir comj)anye, 
Pas&inge al the \ ih y fer with-oute 
And terther wolde han ridoii, out of 
donte, 

Ful fayn, and wo was him to goon so 
sone , 

But tome he moste, and it was eek to 
done 70 


11 And right with that was Antenor 
y-eome 

Out of the Grekes ost, and every wight 
Was of it glad, and seyde he was wel- 
come 

And Troilus, al nero his herte light, 

He peyned him with al his fnlle might 71^ 
Him to with liolde of wepinge a/t the 
leste, 

And Antenor he kiste, and made feste 

12 And ther-with-al he moste his leva 
take, 

And caste his eye upon hir pitously, 

And neer ho rood, his cause for to make, 
To take hir by the honde al sobrely 8i 
And lord * so she gan wepen tondrely ' 
And he fnl softe and sleighly gan hir 
seve, 

‘ Now hold your day, and dooth me not to 
deye ’ 

13 With that his courser torned he 

a-boute 85 

With face pale, and un-to Diomede 
No word he spak, ne noon of al his routfc , 
Of which the sone of Tydeus took hede, 

As he that eoude more than the crede 
In swich a craft, and by the reyne hir 
hent( , 90 

And Troilus to Troye homwarde lie wente 

14 This Diomede, that laddc hir by the 
brydel. 

Whan that ho saw the folk of Troye 
awoye, 

Thoughte, ‘al my labour shal not been 
on ydel. 

If that I may, for somwliat shal I soj e c)5 
For at the worste it may yet shorfeo our 
weye 

I have herd seyd, eck tymos twyes twelve, 
‘ He is a fool that wol foi-yeto liim- 
selve ” ’ 

15 But nathelos this thoughte he wel 
ynough, 

‘That cortaynly I am aboute nought roo 
If that I speke of love, or make it tough , 
For douteles, if she have in hir thought 
Him that I gesse, he may not been 
y-brought 

5 
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So sone awey , but I slial finde a mono, 
That she not wite as yet shal what I 
mene ’ 105 

16 Tins Diomedo, as he that coude Ins 
good, 

Whan tins was doon, gan falltii forth in 
fcpeche 

Of this and that, and as! cd why she 
stood 

In swich disese, and gan lur eck biscflie. 
That if that he encrese miglite or eche 1 10 
With any thing hir esc, tli it she shoh’e 
Comaunde it him, and seyde he doon it 
wolde 

17 For trewely he swoor liir, as a knight, 
That thtr nas thing with whiche ho 

mighte li r ploso, 

That ho nolde doon lus pojne and al his 
might 1 1 ^ 

To doon it, for to doon hir horte an cso 
And preyede Inr, she wolde Inr soiwe 
apese. 

And seyde, ‘y wis, we Grckes con have 

joye 

To honouron yow, as wcl as folk of Tioje ’ 

1 *^ Ho seyde eck thus, ‘ T woot, yow 
thmkcth stiaunge, 1.0 

No wonder is, for it is to yow newe, 

Th aqutintaunce of these Trojan os to 
chaunge. 

For folk of Grece, that ye never knewe 
But wolde never god but-it as trew o 
A Greek ye shulde among us alle finde i2t^ 
As any Troj m is, and cck as lunde 

19 And by the cause I swoor yow right, 
lo, now, 

To been your freend, and helply, to my 
might, 

And for that more acqucintaunce eck of 
yow 

Have ich had than another straungcr 
wight, 130 

So fro this forth I pray yow, day and 
night, 

Comaundeth me, how sore that me smerte. 
To doon al that may lyke un to your 
herte , 


20 And that ye mo wolde as your brother 
trete. 

And taketh not my frcndship in despyt , 
And though your sorwes be for thingts 
grete, 1 ^6 

Noot I not why, but out of more iesp\t, 
Myn hcito hath for to amende it greet 
delyt 

And if I may your harmes not redresse, 

[ am light sorj^ for your lievinesse 1-+0 

21 And though je Trojans with us 
Giekes wiothe 

Han many a day he, alwey yet, pardee, 

0 god of love in sooth we serven hot he 
And, for the love of god, my lady fre e, 
Whom so ye hate, as beth not wuoth with 

me 14s 

For trewely, ther can no wight ;^ow 
serve, 

That half so looth your v\raththe wolde 
dcserv c 

22 And nei( it that we bei n so m gh the 
tente 

Of Calk IS, which that seen is bothe 
may, 

1 wolde of this yow telle al mjn entente , 
But this enseled til another d 

Yeve me your bond, I am, and sli il ben 
ay, 

God help me so, viliyl that my Ijf may 
duie. 

Your owene aboven every creature 

23 Thus seyde I never er now to womman 

bom , 155 

For god myn herte as wisly glade so, 

I lovede never womman heio-bifoin 
As paramours, ne never shal no mo 
And, for the love of god, beth not my fo , 
Al can I not to yow, ray lady dei e, i6a 
Compleyne aright, for I am yet to lore 

24 And wondreth not, myn owene lady 
bright. 

Though that I speke of love to you thus 
blyve , 

For I have herd or this of many a wight. 
Hath loved thing he never saugh his 
ly\e 165 

Eek I am not of power for to stryve 
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A yens the god of love, but him obeyo 
I wol alwey, and mercy I yow proj e 

2 j Thei been so worthy knightes in this 
place, 169 

And ye so fair, that everich of hem alle 
Wol poynon him to stondon in yom grace 
But mighte me so fair a grace falle. 

That ye me for your servaunt wolde callo, 

So lowlv no so tiewcly you serve 

Nil noon of hem, as I sli \ 1 , til I steive ’ i/s 

26 Criseido un to th it purpos lytc an- 
svveide. 

As she that was with sorwe oppi essed so 
That, in effect, she nought his tales horde. 
But here and theie, now heio a woid 01 
tcNO 

Hir thoughte hii soiwful lieite biast 
a-two 180 

For whan she gan lui fader for aspje, 
Wei neigh doun of Im hois she gin to 
sve 

27 But natheles she thonked Diomede 
Of al his travdile, and his goode chere. 
And that him listo Ins friendship) liir to 

bede, iSf^ 

And Siie accepteth it in good mancre, 
And wolde do f lyii that is him leef and 
deie , 

And tiusten him she volde, and wel she 
piightc, 

As s >de she, and fiom hir hois she 
alight e 

2 S Hir fader hath hir in his armes nome. 
And tweynty tyme he kiste liis doughter 
swete, 191 

And sojde, ‘ 0 doie doughter myn, wel- 
come ' ’ 

She soyde eek, she was fayn with him to 
mete, 

And s^ood forth mewet, milde, and man- 
s icte 

But heie I love hir with Inr fader dwelle, 
And forth I wol of Troilus yow telle 196 

20 To Troyo is come this woful Troilus 
In sorwe aboven alle sorwes smerte. 

With felon look, and face dispitous 


rho sodemly doun from his hors h© 
sterte, ^00 

And thorugh Ins jialeys, with a swollen 
herte. 

To cliambro he wente , of no-thing took 
he hede, 

Ne noon to him dai spieke a word for 
diede 

00 And there his soiwes that he spared 
hadde 

He an issue huge, and ‘deeth'’ he 
ei yde , 20 ^ 

And mills throwes fienetyk and niadde 
He cursed Jove, Appollo, and eek Cupyde, 
He cursed Ceres, Baeus, and Ciprvde, 

His burthe, him-self, his fate, ind eek 
nature. 

And, save his lady, eveij creatuie 210 

01 To bedde he goth, and weyleth there 
and toineth 

111 fuiie, as dootli he, Ixion, m hello, 

And in tins wyso ho neigh til day so- 
jorneth 

But tho bigan his herte a Ij to unswelle 
Thorugh teres which that gonnen up to 
Welle , 215 

And intously ho circle upi-on Criseyde, 
And to him-selt light thus ho spak, and 
seydo — 

32 ‘ Wher is 1113 n ow eiie 1 id> lief and 
dere, 

Wher IS hir whyte brest, wher is it, 
w here ? 

Wher been hir armes and hir eyen clere, 
That yesternight this tyme with me 
were ? 2 -m 

Now may I wejie allone manj a tere, 

And graspo aboute I maj, but in this 
place, 

Save a pilowe, I finde nought t’enbrace 

33 How shal I do ? YVhan shal she con 

ayeyn ? 225 

I noot, alias ' w hy loet ich hir to go ? 

As wolde god, ich hadde as tho be slej n ' 
0 herte myn, Criseyde, 0 swete fo ’ 

O lady myn, that I love and no mo ' 219 

To whom foi ever-mo myn herte I dowe. 
See how I deye, ye ml me not rescowe ’ 
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34 Who seetli yow now, my righto lodo- 
sterre ? 

Who sit right now or stant in your 
presence 

Who can conlorten now your hertes 
wcrrc ? 

Now I am gon, whom > eve ye audience ? 
Who speketh tor me right now in m-yn 
absence ? 2^6 

Allas, no wight , and that is al my care , 
For wel wot I, is >wcl as I j o faro 

35 How shuldc T thus ton dayes lul 
endure, 

Whan I the hrste night have al this 
tene ? 240 

How shal she doon eek, sorwful creature? 
For tendernesse, how shal she this sus- 
tene, 

Swich wo for me ? O jutous, pale, and 
grene 

Shal been your fresslu wommanliche face 
For langour, er ye torno un-to this 
place ’ 24^ 

36 And whan he fil in any slomeringes, 
Anoon biginno ho sholdo for to grone, 
And dremen of the dredfullesto thinges 
That mighte been , as, mete he were 

allone 

In place horrible, makinge ay his mono. 
Or meten that ho was amonges alio 251 
HiS enemys, and in liir hondes falle 

37 And ther-with al Ins body sholde 
sterte. 

And with the stert al sodemheho awake, 
And swich a tremour tele alxiute his 
herte, 2 ^;^ 

That of the feer his body sholde quake , 
And there-with-al he sholde a noyse 
make, 

And seme as though he sholdo falle dope 
From heighe a-lofte , and than he wolde 
wepe, 

88 And rewen on him-self so pitously, 260 
That wonder was to here his fantasye 
Another tyme he sholde mightily 
Conforte him-self, and seyn it was folye, 
So canseles swioh drede for to drye, 


And eft biginno his aspre sorwes newe. 
That every man inighte on his sorwes 
rewe 206 

39 Who coude telle aright or ful dis- 
cryve 

His wo, his ploynte, his langour, and his 
pync ? 

Nought al the men that han or been on- 
lyve 

Thou, rtdcie, mayst tli\ self ful wel 
(levy no *70 

That swieh a wo my wit o in not detyne 
On ydel for to wryte it sholdo I swinko. 
Whan that my wit is w ery it to thinko 

40 On hevene yet the sterres were sene, 

Al though fill pale y-waxen was the 

mono , 275 

And why ten gan the orisonte sheno 
Al estward, as it woned is to done 
And Phebus with his rosy carte sono 
Gan after that to dr esse him. up to fare, 
Wlian Troilus hath sent after Pandaie 

41 This Pandare, that of al the day 

biforn 281 

Ne mighte have oomen Troilus to see, 

Al though ho on his heed it hadde y-sworn, 
For with the king Pry am alday was he, 
So that it lay not in liis libertee 281; 

No-wher to gon, but on the morwe he 
wente 

To Troilus, whan that he for liim sente 

42 For in his herte ho coude wel dovyno, 
That Troilus al night for soiwe wook , 
And that he woldo telle him of his pyne, 
This knew he wel y-nough, with-onto 

hook 291 

For which to chaumbre strcight the wey 
he took, 

And Troilus tho sobroliehe he grette, 

And on the bed ful sone he gan him sette 

43 ' My Pandaras,’ quod Troilus, ‘ the 

sorwe 295 

Winch that I drye, I may not longe 
endure 

I trowe I shal not liven til to-morwe , 

For whiche I wolde alwey, on aventure. 
To thee devysen of my sepulture 
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Tho forme, and of my moeble tlion dis 
pono 3cx> 

Right as thee semeth best is for to done 

44 Blit of the f\r aad flaiimbe funeral 
Tn wliK ho my }K)dy brenne shal to glodc, 
And ot tho f< ste and ploycs palestral ^04 
At my vigik , I pray thoo take good bode 
That al be 'vvc 1 , and otfro Mars my stcd( , 
My sword, myn lielrn, and, lo\o brother 

dere, 

sheTd Pillas -vef, that sin noth 
dole 

4’) The poiKire in which nijn horto y- 
brond sh il torno, 

That picvc 1 thee thou tike aii<l it con 
serv( ^10 

In a \es&( 1, th'it men clepeth an nme. 

Of gold, and to my lady that I serve. 

For hno of whom thus pitonsly I stervi , 
So yeve it hir and do mo this plesaunce. 
To preye hir ke^'e it for a remembraunco 

46 For vel I h le by my malad>e, 316 
And by mv dremes now and 3 ok ago, 

A1 certeinlj, that I mot nedes dye 

The owlc c ok, a\ inch that hight Ascaphilo, 
Hath aftei me siiright alio thise iiightcs 
two 3^0 

And, god Mercuric' of me now, woful 
wrecche, 

Tho soule g\de, and, whan tlui list, it 
lecchc ’ ’ 

47 Pandaieanswordo,andso\df , ‘Troihis, 
M’v dere freond, ns I havo told thee yon , 
That it is fol\ e toi to sorwon thus, ^2:; 
And causeles, lor whiche I can no-inoro 
But who so wol not trowen reed ne loie, 

I can not seen in h im no remodye, 

But lete him worthen with his fantas’vo 

45 But Troilus, I pray thee tel me now , 
It that thou trowe, er this, that any 

wight 331 

Hath loved pai amours as wel as thou? 

Ye, god wot, and fro man} a worthy 
knight 

Hath his lady goon a fourtcnight, 

And ho not yet made halvondel the 
fare 335 

What nede is thee to maken al this care ? 


49 Sin day by day thou mayst thy-selven 
see 

That from his love, or elles from his wyf, 
A man mot twmnen of necessitee, 

Ye, though he love hir as his owene lyf , 340 
Yet nil he with him-self thus maken 
stryf 

For wcl thow wost, my levo brother dere, 
That alwey freendes may nought been 
y-fero 

50 How doon tins folk that seen hir loves 
wedded 

By freendes might, as it bi tit ful ofte, 34s 
And seen hem in h 11 spouse s bed y-bedded ? 
God woot, they take it wvsl>, laire and 
softe 

For-why good hope halt up hir herte on- 
lofte. 

And for they can i tyme of sorwe endure , 
As tyme hem hurt, a tyme doth hem 
cure 350 

51 So sholdestow endure, and late sl}de 
The tyme, and londo to ben glad and 

light 

Ten dayes ms so long not t’ abyde 
And sin she thoo to comoii hath bilught, 
Sho ml hir hestis bn ken for no wiglit 3313 
For dred thee not that she ml finden weye 
To come ayein, my lyf that dor&te I leje 

52 Tby swevenos oek and al swicli fan- 
tasye 

Di\f out, and lat bom fareii to mis- 
chaunce , 

For they precede of thy malencolye, 360 
I li it doth thee fele in sleep al this pen- 
aunce 

A straw lor alio sweyenes sigmfiaunce • 
God helpe me so, I counte hem not a 
bene, 

Ther woot no man aright what dremes 
mone 

53 For prestes of the temple tellen this, 
That dremes been the revelaciouns 366 
Of goddos, and as wel they telle, y-wis, 
That they ben infernals lUusionns , 

And leches seyn, that of complexionns 
Proceden they, or fast, or glotonye 370 
Who woot in sooth thus what they 

signifye ? 
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54 Eek othere seyn that thorugli im- 
pressioiins, 

As if a wight hath faste a thing in minde, 
That ther-of cometh swiche avisiouns , 
And othere seyn, as they in liokes finde, 
That, after tymes of tho j eor by kindo. 
Men dreme, and that th’effcct goth by the 
mone , ^77 

But leve no dreem, for it is nought to 
done 

55 Wei worth of dremes ay thise oldo 
wyves. 

And treweliche eek augmie of thise 
foules , ^80 

For fere of which men woncn lese lier 
lyves, 

As ravenes qualm, or shryking of tliise 
oules 

To trowen on it botlie fals and foul is 

Vilas, alias, so noble a creatui 0 

As IS a man, shal drede S’wicli 01 dure ’ ->8^ 

06 For which with al mj n Lerte I thee 
beseclie, 

Un-to thy self that al this thou foryive , 
And rj’^s up now with-oute more speche, 
And lat us caste how forth may best be 
drive 

This tyme, and eek how freshly we may 
live ^00 

Whan that she cometh, the which shal 
be right sone , 

God help me so, the beste is thus to done 

57 Rys, lat us speke of lusty lyf in Tioye 
That we han lad, and forth the tyme 

dryve , 

And eek of tyme cominge us rejoye, ^95 
That bringen shal our blisse now so blyve , 
And langour of these twyes dayes fyvo 
We shal ther-with so foryete or oppresse. 
That wel nnnethe it doon shal us duresse 

58 This toun is ful of lordcs al aboute, 
And trewes lasten al this mene whyle 
Go we pleye us in som lusty route 40- 
To Sarpedon, not hennes but a myle 
And thus thou shalt the tyme wel bigyle. 
And dryve it forth im-to that blisful 

morwe, 40^ 

That thou hir see, that cause is of thy 
sorwe 


59 Now rys, my dere brother Troilus , 
For certes, it noon honour is to thee 
To wepe, and in thy bed to jouken thus 
For trewoly, of o thing trust to me, 410 
If thou thus liggo a day, or two, or thiee. 
The folk vol wene that thou, lor 

cowardyse, 

Thee foynest syk, and that thou durst 
not ryse ’ 

60 This Troilus answerde, ‘O In other 
dere, 

This knowen folk that han ysuffied 
peyne, 41') 

That though he wepe and make sorwhil 
chere, 

That fcleth harm and smert in every 
\eyne, 

No wondei is , and though I t v er ple> ne, 
Or alwey wepe, I am no-thing to blame, 
Siu I have lost the cause of al my gime 

61 But sin of f>ne foire I moot aryse, 

J shal aiyse, as sone as ever I may , 422 

And god, to whom myn herte I sacrifyse, 
So sende us hast el y the tenth e day ’ 

For was ther never fowl so fayn of May, 
As I shal been, whan that she cometh m 
Troye, 4^6 

That cause is of my torment and my joye. 

62 But winder is thy reed,’ quod Troilus 
‘That \se may pleye us best in al this 

toun ? ’ 

‘ By god, my conseil is,’ quod Pandarus, 

‘ To ryde and pleye us with king Sarpe- 
doun ’ 4'»* 

So longe of this they speken up and doun, 
Til Troilus gan at the lasto assente 
To ryse, and forth to Sarpedoun they 
wente 

63 This Sarpedoun, as he that honourable 
Was ever his lyve, and ful of heigh 

prowessG, 4 

With al that mighte y served been on 
table, 

That deyntee was, al coste it greet 
nchesse, 

He fedde hem day by day, that swich 
noblesse, 
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As seyden bothe the moste and eek the | 
leste, 440 ! 

Was never er that day wist at any feste 

64 Nor in this woild ther is non instru- 
ment 

Delicious, through wind, or touche, or 
corde, 

As fer as any wight hath ever y went, 
That tonge telle or herte may recorde, 44*5 
That at that feste it nas wel herd acordc , 
Ne oi ladies eek so fayr a company 0 
On daunce, er tlio, was never y Sf yn with 
ye 

65 But what avaylcth this to Troilus, 
That for his sorwe no thing of it roughte’ 
For ever m oon his herte pic tons 451 
Fill bisily Criseyde lus lady soughte 

On hir was ever al that lus herte thoughte 
Now this, now that, so faste imagmmge. 
That glade, y-wis, can him no festeyinge 

66 Tliose 1 idles cck that at this ftste 

been, 456 

Sin that he saw lus lady was a-weye. 

It was his sorwe upon hem for to seen. 

Or for to here on instiumentz so plcje 
For she, that of lus herte berth the keje. 
Was absent, lo, this was his fantasye, 461 
That no wight sholde make melodj e 

67 Nor tlior nas homo in al tho day or 
night. 

Whan he was ther as no wight mighte 
him here. 

That he ne seyde, ‘ O lufsom lady blight. 
How have 5 e faren, sin that ye weie 
hero ? 466 

Wel come, y-wis, mj^n owene lady dere ’ 
But welaway, al this nas but a mase , 
Fortune his howve entended bet to glase 

68 The Icttres eek, that she of oldo me 
Hadde him y-sent, ho wolde allone rede. 
An hundred sythe, a-twixen noon and 

pryme , 472 

Befiguringe liir shap, hir womanhede, 
With-inno his herte, and every word and 
dede 

That passed was, and thus he droof to an 
ende 475 

Tlie ferthe day, and seyde, he wolde 
wende 


69 And seyde, ‘ Icve brother Pandarus, 
Intendestow that we shul here bleve 
Til Sarpedoun wol forth congeyen us ? 

Yet were it fairer that we toke our leva 
For goddes love, lat us now sone at eve 
Our leve take, and homward lat us tome, 
For trewely, I nil not thus sojorne ’ 483 

70 Pan dare answerde, ‘ be we comen 
hidcr 

To fecchen fyr, and rennen hoom ayeyn^ 
God helpo me so, I can not tollen winder 
We mighten goon, if I shal soothly seyn, 
Tlier any wight is of us more fayn 
Than Sarpedoun , and if wo hennes hje 
Thus sodeinly, I holde it vilanye, 490 

71 Sin that wo seyden that wo wolde 
bleve 

With him a wouke, and now, thus 
sodeinl3 , 

The ferthe day to take of him our leve. 

Ho wolde wondren on it, trewely ’ 494 

Lat us holde forth our purpos fermoly , 
And sin that ye bihighton him to byde. 
Hold forward now, and after lat us ryde ’ 

72 Thus Pandarus, with alle ptyne and 

W’^O, 

Made him to dwelle , and at the woukes 
ende, 

Of Sarpedoun they toke hir leve tho, «;oo 
And on hir wey they spedden hem to 
wende 

Quod Troilus, ‘ now god me grace sende, 
That I may finden, at myn hom-comingo 
Criseyde comcn ’ ’ and ther-witli gan lie 
singe 

73 * Ye, hasel-wode ’’ thoughte this Pan- 

dare, 505 

And to him-self ful softely he seyde, 

‘ God woot, refreyden may tins hote fare 
Er Calkas sende Troilus Ciisoyde ’’ 

But natheles, he japed thus, and seyde. 
And swor, y-wis, his herte him wol 
bihighte, t:io 

She wolde come as sone as ever she 
mighte 

74 Whan they un-to the palojs were 
j y-comen 

1 Of Troilus, they doun of hors alighte, 
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And to the ohambre liir wey than ban 
they nomen 

And in-to tyme tliat it gan to nighte, 51 
They spaJcen of Cnsbyde the bnghte 
And after this, whan that hem botho 
lesto, 

They spedde horn fro the soper nn-to 

reste 

75 On moiwe, as sone as day bigan to 
rlero, 

This Troilus gan of his sleep t’abreyde, ‘jao 
And to Pandare, his owene brother dcre, 

‘ For love of god,’ fill pitoiisly ho seyde, 

‘ As go wp seen the paleys of Criseyde , 
For sin we yet may have namore festo, 

So lat ns seen hir palej s at the leste ’ S2S 

76 And ther-v ith-al, Ins moynee for to 
blende, 

A canse he fond in tonne for to go. 

And to Criseydi s lions they gonnen wende 
But lord ’ this sely Tioilus was wo ’ 

Him thonghte his sorweful herte braste 
a-two 

For whan he sangh hir dores sperred alle, 
Wei neigh for sorwe a-doun he gan to 
falle 

77 Therwith whan lie was war and gan 
biliolde 

How shet V as evei y windowe of the place. 
As frost, him thonghte, his heito gan to 
colde , 

For winch with channged deedlich pale 
face, 

Witli-onten word, ho forth bigan to pace , 
And, as god woldo, he gan so taste ryde, 
That no wight of his contenaunce aspyde 

78 Than seyde he thus, ‘ O p ileys desolnt, 
O hous, of houses whylom best y-hight, 

O paleys empty and disconsolat, >^42 
O thou lanteme, of which queynt is the 
light, 

O paleys, whylom day, that now art night, 
Wei oughtestow to falle, and I to dye, 

Sm she is went that wont was us to gye ’ 

79 0 paleys, whylom cronne of houses alle, 
Enlumined with sonne of alle blisse ’ 


O ring, fro which the ruby is ont-falle, 

O cause of wo, that cause hast been of 
lisse ♦ 

Yet, sm I may no bet, fayn wolde I kisse 
Thy colde dores, dorste I tor this route , 
And tare-wel shryne, of which the seynt 
IS oute ’’ 

80 Tiler- with he caste on Pandarus Ins ye 
With c haunged face, and pitons to biholde , 
And whan he mighte 1 ns tyme aright 

aspye, <556 

Ay as he rood, to Pandarus he tolde 
Ills lie wo sorwe, and eok his joyes olde. 

So pitously and with so dede an hewe, 
That every wight mighte on his sorwe rewe 

81 Fro thennesfoith he rydeth np and 

doun, 1^61 

And every thing com him to remem- 
braunco 

As he rood torth by places of the toun 
In whiohe he whylom hadde al his plos- 
aunco 564 

‘ Lo, yond saugh T myn owene lady daunce , 
And in that temple, with hir eyen cl ere, 
Me caughte first my riglite lady dere 

82 And yonder have I herd ful lustily 
dere herte laugho, and yondei ple^ e 

Saugh I hir ones oek tul blis fully 570 
And yonder ones to mo g in she seye, 

“ How goode sweto, love mo wel, I pre5’'e ” 
And yond so goodly gan she me biholde, 
That to the deetli myn herte is to hir holde 

88 And at that corner, in the yonder hous, 
Herde I myn alderlevest lady dere 1,76 
So wommanly, with voys melodious, 
Singen so wel, so goodly, and so clere, 
That in my soulo yet me tlunketh I here 
The blistul soun , and, m that yonder 
place, 580 

My lady first mo took un-to hir grace ’ 

84 Thanne thonghte he thus, ‘ O blisful 
lord Cupyde, 

Whanne I the proces have in mymemorie, 
How thou me hast werreyed on every syde, 
Men mighte a book make of it, lyk a storie 
What nede is thee to seke on me viotorie, 
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Sin I am thyn, and lioolly at thy willc? 
What joye hastow thjn owcne folk to 
spille ? 588 

85 vVol hastow, lord, y-wroke on me thyn 
ire, 

Thou miglity gjod, and drodtul for to greve ’ 
Now mercy, lord, thou wost wcl I dtsire 
Thy grace most, of die lustes loyo SO- 

And live and dtyo I wol m thy bilevo , 
For which I n’axo in guerdon but a bone. 
That thou Crisc:y do ayein mo sende sone 

8b Distreynohii herte as fasto toretorne 
As thou dost myn to Ion gen hir to see , 
Than y oot T wcl, that she nil not sojorne 
Now, blisfnl loid, so cruel thou no bo 
Tin to the blood of Troye, I preye thee, 6(X) 
As Juno was un-to the blood Thcbane, 

For which the folk of Thebes caughte hir 
b me ’ 

87 And after this ho to the >0103 v/ento 
Thor-as Cr iseydo out-i ood a ful good paas. 
And up and douu flu 1 m idc ho in my 

a wento, 605 

And to him-self ful oftc ho seydo ‘ alias * 
From henries lood my blisse and my solas ’ 
As wolde blisful god now, for hisjoye, 

I mighto hir seen ayeiii come in-to Tioye 

88 And to the yonder hillo I gan hir g>do, 
Allas ' and there I took of hir my Icve ' 
And yond I saugh liir to hir fader ryde, 
For sorwe of which myn herte bhal to- 

cleve On 

And hidcr hoom I com whan it was eve , 
And hero I dwelle out-cast from alle joye. 
And shal, til I may seen hir eft 111 Troye ’ 

89 And of him-solf imagined ho ofto 
To ben defet, and pale, and waxen lesso 
Than he was wont, and that men scyde 

softe, 

^Wliat may it bo? who can the sotho 
gesse 020 

Why Tioilus hath al this hevinesse?* 
And al this nas but his malenoolye. 

That ho hadde of him-self swich fantasyo 

90 Another tyme imagmen he wolde 
That every wight that wente by the weye 
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Had of him 1 oiithe, and that they seyer 
sholdo, 62( 

‘ I am light soiy Troilus wol doyo ’ 

And thus he droof a day yet forth or tweye 
As ye have herd, swich lyf right gan helede 
As he that stood bitwixon hope and drede 

91 For which him lyked in his songei 

shewe 63 

Th’cncheson of his wo, as ho best mighto 
And make a song of wordcs but i fewe, 
Somwliat his woful herte for to hghto 
And whan he was from every mannei 
sighto, 63 

With softe \oys he, of his 1 idy dere, 

That was absent, gan singe as ye may here 

92 ‘ O sterro, of winch I lost have al thi 
light. 

With herte soor wcl oughte I to bewayle 
That ever clerk in torment, night by night 
Toward my deeth with wind in stere 
sayle , 64 

For which the tenthe night if that I fayl 
The gyding of thy hemes biighte an hourc 
My ship and mo Caribdis wol devouie ’ 

93 Tins song when ho thus songen haddt 

sone 64 

Ho fil ayem in-to his sykes olcle , 

And every night, as was his wone to done 
He stood tlio bright© mone to beholde. 
And al his soiwe ho to the mone tolde , 
And seyde, ‘ y-wis, whan thou art borne 
newe, 65 

I shal be glid, it al the world bo trewo ’ 

94 I saugh tliyn homos olde eek by th 
morwe. 

Whan hennes rood my righto lady dere. 
That cause is of my torment and my sorwe 
Forwhiche, Obnghte Lucinathe dere, 6 
For love of god, ren faste about© thy spere 
For whan thyn homes newe ginne spring* 
Than shal she come, that may my bliss 
bringo ’ ’ 

95 The day is more, and longer ever 
night, 

Than they be wont to bo, him thought 
tho , 6C 
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And that the sonne wente his course 
unnght 

By lenger wey than it was wont to go , 
And seyde, ‘ y-wis, me dredeth ever-mo, 
The sonnes sone, Pheton, be on-lyve, 

And that Ins fadres cart amis he dry\ e ’ 66s 

96 Upon the >\alles faste eek wolde he 

tike, 

And on the Grekes ost he wolde see, 

And to him self right thus he wolde talke, 
‘ Lo, yonder is myn owene lady free. 

Or elles yonder, ther tho tentes be ’ 67 <j 

And thennes comth this e\i, that is so 
Bote, 

That in my soule I fele it doth me bote 

97 And hardely this wind, that more and 
more 

Thus stoundemele encreseth in my face, 
la of my ladyes depe sy kes sore 675 

I prove it thus, for in non othere place 
Of al this toun, save onliche in this space, 
Pele 1 no wind that sounoth so lyk peync , 
It seyth, “ alias ' why twinned be v e 
tweyne’’” 

98 This longe tyme he dryvoth forth right 

thus, 6S0 

Til fully passed was the nynthe night , 
And ay bi-syde him was this Pandarus, 
That bisily dide alle his fulle might 
Him to comfoi te, and make his herte light , 
Yevinge him hope alwey, the tenthe mor>> e 
That she shal tome, and stinten al his 
sorwo 6 S 0 

99 Up-on that other syde eek was Cri- 
seyde, 

With wommen fewe, among the Grekes 
stronge , 

For which ful ofte a day ‘alias ' ’ she seyde, 

‘ That I was bom ’ Wei may myn herte 
longe 690 

After my deeth , for now live I to longe ' 
Allas ’ and I ne may it not amende , 

For now is wors than ever yet I wende 

100 My fader nil for no-thing do mo grace 
To goon ayein, for nought I can him 

queme , 695 

And if so be that I my terme passe, 


My Troilus shal in his herte deme 697 
That I am fals, and so it may wel seme 
Thus shal I have unthank on every sydt , 
That I was born, so weylawey the tyde ' 

101 And if that I me putto in jupartye, 
To stole awey by nighte, and it bifalle 
That I be caught, I shal bo holde a spj e , 
Or elles, lo, this dredo I most of alle, 

If in the hondcs of som wrecche I falle, 

I am but lost, al bo myn heite trewe , 706 
Now mighty god, thou on my sorwe rewe 

102 Ful pale y -waxen was hir brighte face, 
Hir limes lene, as she that al the day 
Stood ^\han she dorsto, and loked on tho 

place 710 

Ther she was born, and thor she dwelt 
hadde a^ 

And al the night wepinge, alias ’ she laj^ 
And thus despeired, out of alle cure. 

She ladde hir lyf, this woful creatui e 

103 Ful ofte a diy she sighte eek for 

destresse, 715 

And in hir self she wente ay portrayinge 
Of Troilus tho grtte worthinesse. 

And alle his goodly wordes recoidinge 
Sin first that day hir love bigan to springe 
And thus she sette hir woful herte a fyre 
Tliorugh remembraunce of that she gan 
desyre 721 

104 In al this world ther nis so cruel 
herte 

That hir haddo herd compleynen in hir 
sorwe, 

That nolde han wopen for liir poynes 
smerte, 

So tendrely she weep, bothe eve and morwe 
Hir nedede no teres for to borwe 7.16 

And this was yet the worste of alhir poyno, 
Thor was no wight to whom she dorsto hir 
pleyne 

105 Ful rewfully she loked up-on Troyo, 
Biheld the toures heighe and eek the 

hallos , 730 

‘ Allas ’’ quod she, ‘the plesaunce and the 
joy© 

The whiche that now al torned in-to 
galle 18, 
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Have I had ofte with-inne yonder walles ’ 

0 Troiliis, what dostow now,’ she seyde , 

‘ Lord ’ whether yet thou thenke up on 
Oriseyde ’ 7^5 

106 Allas ’ I ne hadde trowed on j our lore, 
And went with yow, as ye me radde ertlns ’ 
Thanne hadde I now not syked half so sore 
"V^ho mig’hte have seyd, that I had doon 

a-mis 

To stele awey with swich on as he is ? 740 
But al to late comoth the Ictuaiie, 

Whan men the cors un-to the grave cane 

107 To late is now to speke of this matere , 
Prudence, alias ’ oon of thj^n eyen three 
Me lakkod alv ev, er that I cam here , 7 } =>' 
On tyme y-passed, wcl remembn d me , 
And present tyme eek coude E wel y see 
But futur tj/me, or I was 111 the snare, 
Coude I not seen , that causeth now my 

care 749 

108 But natholes, hit5ale what hitjdo, 

1 shal to morwe at night, by est or weste. 
Out of this ost stole on som manor sj do, 
And go with Troilus wher as him Icste 
This puriios wol I holdo, and this is besto 
No fors of wikked tonges janglorj e, 

For ever on lo\ e han wrecehes had envj e 

109 For w ho-so wole of e\ory void take 
hede. 

Or rewlen him by every wightes wit, 

No shal he never thryven, out of dredo 
For that that som men blamen ever yit, 
Lo, other manor folk eommenden it 701 
And as for me, for al swich variaunce, 
Felieitee clepe I my suffisaunce 

110 For which, with-outen any woi des mo. 

To Troye I wol, as for conclusioun ’ 76=) 

But god it wot, er fully monthes two, 

She was ful fer fro that entencioun 

For bothe Troilus and Troj^e toun 
Shal knotteles through-out hir herto 
slydo , 

For she wol take a purpos for t’abyde 770 

111 This Diomede, of whom yow telle 
Igan, 

Goth now, with-inne him-self ay argumge 
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With al the sleighte and al that ever In 
can, 

How he may best, with shortest taryinge 
In-to his net Criseydes herte bringe 77 
To this entente he coude never fyne , 

To fisshen hir, he leyde out hook and lyno 

112 But natholes, wtl in his heite h< 
thoughte, 

That she nas nat with-outc a love in Troyo 
For never, sithen he hir thennes broughtc 
Ne coude he seen her laughe or maki 
joye 78 

He niste how best hir herte for t’acoje 
‘ But for t’assaye,’ he seyde, ‘ it nough 
ne greveth , 

For he that nought n’assayeth, nough 
n’acheveth ’ 

113 Yet seide ho to him-self upon a night 
‘ Now am I not a fool, that woot wel ho\ 
Hir wo for love is of another wight. 

And here-up on to goon assaye hii now ? 
I may wcl wite, it nil not been my prow 
For wyse folk in bokes it expresse, 79 
“ Men shal not wo wo a wight in hevinesse 

114 But who so mighte winnen swid 
a flour 

From him, for whom she morneth nigh 
and day. 

He mighte seyn, he were a conquerour ’ 
And right anoon, as he that bold was aj 
Thoughte in his herte, ‘ happe, how happ 
may, 79 

Al sholde I deye, I wole hir herte seche j 
I shal no more leson but my speche ’ 

115 This Diomede, as bokes us declare, 
Was in his nodes prest and corageous , 
With Sterne voj s and mighty limes square 
Hardy, testif, strong, and chevalroua 
Of dedos, lyk his fader Tideus 

And som men seyn, he was of tunge large 
And heir he was of Calidoine and Arge 8< 

116 Criseyde mene was of hir stature, 
Ther-to of shap, of face, and oek of clieri 
Ther mighte been no fairer creature 
And ofto tyme this was hir manere. 

To gon y-tressed with hir heres clere 81 
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Doim by Lir color at liir bak bihinde, 
Whuh with a threde of gold she wolde 
binde 

117 And, save lur biowes joyneden y-fere, 
Ther nas no lak, in ought I can espyen , 
But for to feptken of hir cyon clere, 815 
liO, trewely, they wiiten that hir syen, 
That Parades stood formed 111 hir yen 
And with liii riche beautee evei-more 
Strof love m hir, ay which of hem was 

more 

118 She sobre was, eek simple, and vjs 

with-al, 820 

The beste y-norisshcd eek that mighte be, 
And goodly of liir speche 111 gencial, 
Charitable, estatliche, lusty, and free , 

Ke neyei-mo ne lakkede hir pitee , 
Tendrc-hcrtcd, slydmgo of corago , 8^5 

But trewely, I can not telle lur igc 

1 19 And Troilus wel waxen was in highte. 
And oomplet formed by proporcioun 

So wel, that kinde it not ainendt n miglito , 
Yong, fressho, strong, and hardy as lyoun , 
Trewe as steel in ech condicioun , S31 

On of the beste enteched creature, 

That IS, or shal, whyl that the world may 
dure 

120 And certainly 111 stone it is y-founde. 
That Troilus was never un-to no wight, 835 
As in his tyme, in no degree secounde 

In durring don that longeth to a knight 
A1 mighte a ge lunt passen him of might, 
His herte ay with tlie firste and with the 
beste 839 

Stod paregal, to durre don that him leste 

121 But for to tellen foitih of Diomede — 
It fil that after, on the tenthe day, 

Sin that Criseyde out of the citoe yedt, 
This Diomede, as fresshe as brauncho in 
May, 

Com to the tente ther-as Calkas lay, 8ij «, 
And feyned him with Calkas han to done , 
But what he mente, I shal yow telle sone 

122 Cnseyde, at shorte wordes for to telle. 
Welcomed him, and doun by hir him sette , 
And he was ethe y^nough to maken dwelle 


And after this, with-outen longe lette, 831 
The spyces and the wyn men forth hem 
fette , 

And forth they speke of tlus and that 
y-fere, 

As freendos dooii, of which som shal ye 
here 

121 He gan first fallen of the werre in 
speche 835 

Bitwixe hem and the folk of Tioye toun , 
And of th’assege he gan hir eek byseche, 
To telle him what was lur opmioun 
Fro that demaunde ho so descendeth donn 
To asken lur, if that hir strannge thoughte 
The Orekes gyse, and werkes that they 
wroughte i 861 

1 24 And v hy lur fader tarieth so longe 
To wedden hir un-to som worthy wight ? 
Cnseyde, th it v as in lur peynes stronge 
For love of Tioilus, lur owene knight, 803 
As fei-forth as she conning haddo or 

might, 

Answerde him tho , but, as of his entente, 
It sf med not she wistc what he mente 

125 But natheles, this like Diomede 
Gan in him-self assure, and thus he seyde, 
‘ If i( h aright have taken of yow hedo, 871 
Me thinketh thus, O lady my n, Cnseyde, 
That sill 1 first hond on your hrydel 

leyde, 

Whan ye out come of Tioyc by the morwe, 
Ne coude I never seen yow but in sorwe 

126 Can I not seyn what may the cause 

be 876 

But if for love of som Troyan it were, 

The which right sore woldo athmkon me 
That >e, for anj wight that dwelleth 
theio, 

Sholdcn spille a quarter of a tere, 88o 
Or pitously your selven so bigylo , 

For dredeloes, it is nought worth the 
wliyle 

127 The folk of Tioye, as who seyth, alle 
and some 

In preson been, as ye your-selveu see , 

For thennes shal not oon on-ly ve come 885 
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For al tJie gold bitwixen sonne and see 
Trustetli wel, and understondetli me, 
Ther shal not oon "to mercy goon on-lyve, 
Al were lie lord of worldes twyes fyve ’ 

128 Swich wreclie on hem, for fecchmg 

of Eleyne, 890 

Ther shal be take, er that we hennes 
wend€, 

That Manes, which that goddes ben of 
peyne, 

Shal been agast that Grekes wol hem 
shende 

And men shul drede, nn-to the worldes 
ende, 894 

Prom hennes foi th to ravisshe any quene, 
So cruel sh il our m leche on hem bo sene 

129 And but-if Calkas lede us with am- 
bages, 

That is to seyn, with double wordes slye, 
Swich as men elope a “word with two 
visages,” 

Yo shul wel knowen that I nought ne 
lye, 9 o« 

And al tins thing right seen it with your 

yt, 

And tint moon, je nil not tiowe how 
sono , 

Now taketh heed, foi it is for to done 

130 What weno ye your wyse fader 
wolde 

Han y even Ant on or foi >ow moon, 

It he ne wiste that the eitee sholdo 
Destroy ed been Wliy, nay, so mote 
I goon ^ 

He knew ful wel ther shal not scapenoon 
That Troyan is , and for the greto fere. 
He dorste not, ye dwelte longer there 910 

Idl What wole ye more, lufsom lady 
dere ^ 

Lat Troje and Troyan fro your herto 
pace ' 

Dryf out that bittie hope, and make good 
chore, 

And elepo ayem the beautee of your face, 
That ye with salte teres so deface, 915 
For Troye is brought 111 swich ajuiiartyo, 
That, it to save, is now no remedye 


132 And thenkeHi wel, ye shal m Grekes 
finde 

A more parfit love, er it bo night, 

Than any Troyan is, and more kinde, 910 
And bet to sorven yow wol doon his 
might 

And if ye vouche sauf, my lady bright, 

I wol hen he to seiven yow my-selve, 

Ye, lever than be lord of Greoes twelve ’ ’ 

133 And with that word he gan to waxen 

reed, 925 

And in his speehe a litel wight he quook, 
And caste a-syde a litel wight his hoed. 
And stinte a whyle , and afterward awook, 
And sobreliche on hir he tlirew his look, 
And seyde, ‘ I am, al be it yow no joye, 

As gentil man as any wight in Troye 931 

1 34 For if my fader Tydeus,’ he seyde, 

‘ Y-lived hadde, I hadde been, ex this. 

Of Calidome and Arge a king, Crisoydo ’ 
And so hope I that I shal yet, y-wis 93 
But he was sla3ai, alias ' the more haim 

18 , 

Unhappily at Thebes al to rathe, 
Polymites and many a man to scathe 

135 But herto myn, sin that I am your 
man, 

And been the ferste of whom I seche 
grace, 940 

To serven you as hertely as I can, 

And ever shal, whyl I to live have space, 
So, er that I departe out of this place, 

Ae wol me graunto, that I mayto-morwe, 
At bettre leyser, telle yow my sorwe ’ 945 

136 What shold I telle his wordes that he 
seyde ? 

Ho spak v-now, for o day at the mcste , 

It preveth wel, ho spak so that Cnseyde 
Graunted, on the morwe, at his requeste, 
For to speken with him at the lesto, 950 

So that he noldo speke of swich matere , 
And thus to him she seyde, as ye may 
here 

137 As slie that haiddo hir herte on 
Troilus 

So foste, that ther may it noon arac c 
And straungely she spak, and sej do thus 
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‘O Diomede, I love that like place psd 
Ther I was hom, and Joves, for Ins 
grace, 

Dolivere it sone of al that doth it care * 
God, for thy might, so leve it wel to fare ’ 

138 That Grekcs wolde hir wraththe on 

Troj 0 wreke, 960 

If that they mighte, I knowe it wel, 
V-wis 

But it shal not bifallen as ye speko , 

And god to-forn, and ferther o\er this, 

I wot my fader wys and redy is , 

And tliat ho mo hath bought, as 5^e me 
toldc, 965 

So dere, 1 am the more un to him holde 

139 That Giekes been of heigh con- 
dicioun, 

1 woot eek 'wol , but certem, men shal 
findo 

As worthy folk with-inne Troye toun, 

As conning, and as parfit and as kinde, 

As been bitwixen Oi cades and Inde 971 
And that ye coude wel your lady serve, 

I trowe eek wel, hir thank for to deseive 

140 But as to speke of love, > wis,' she 
seyde, 

‘I hadde a lord, to whom I wedded was, 
The whos m3 n herte al was, til that ho 
deyde , 976 

And other love, as helpe me now Pallas, 
Thor in mvn herte ms, no never was 
And that ye been of noble and heigh 
kinredo, 

I have wel herd it tellen, out of drede 980 

141 And that doth me to han so gret a 
wonder, 

That ye wol scorneii any womman so 
Eek, god wot, love and I be fer a sonder , 
I am disposed bet, so mote I go, 

Un to my deeth, to ple3 no and maken 
wo 985 

What I shal after doon, I can not seye , 
But trexv el3 , as yet nae list not pleye 

142 Mj^n herte is now in tribulacioun, 
And ye in armes bisy, day by day 
Here-after, whan 30 wonnon han the 

toun, 990 


Paraunter, thanne so it happen may. 
That whan I see that I never er say. 
Than wole I werke that I never wroughte ' 
This word to 30W y nough suffysen 
oughto 

143 To-morwe eek wol I speke with yow 

fayn, 9gs 

So that 3 e touchen nought of this matere 
And whan yow list, ye may’- come here 
ay eyn , 

And, cr yo gon, thus muche I seye yow 
here 

As helpe me Pallas with hir heres clere, 
If that I sholde of any Greek han routhe, 
It sholde be y our-selven, by my trouthe ^ 

144 I sey not therforo thit I wol yow 

love, lotw 

No I sey not nay, but in conclusioun, 

I mene wol, by god that sit above ’ — 
And ther- with al sho casto hir eyon 
doun, 

And gan to syke, and soyde, ‘ 0 Troy 0 
toun, I oof: 

Yet biddo I god, in quiote and in roste 
I may yow seen, or do myn liorto bresto ' 

145 But in effect, and shortly for to seye, 
This Diomede al freshly no we ayeyn loic 
Gan presson on, and faste hir mercy 

lireye , lun 

And after this, tho sothe for to soyn, 

Hir glove he took, of which he was fuJ 
fayn 

And fynally, whan it was waxen eve. 
And al was wel, he loos and took his 
leve loi! 

146 The brighto Yenus folwedo and ay 
taughto 

The woy, ther brode Phebus doun alighte , 
And Cynthea hir char-hors over-raughte 
To whirl© out of the Lyon, if she mighte , 
And Signiferhis candeles shewed brighte, 
Whan that Criscydo un-to hir bedde 
wente 102 j 

In-with hir fadrea faire brighte tente 

147 Ketorning in hir soule ay up ana 
doun 

The wordes of this sodeiii Diomede, 
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His greet estat, and peril of tlie tonn, 1025 
And that she was allone and hadde nede 
Of freendes help, and thus bigan to 
hrede 

The cause why, the sothe for to telle, 
That she tok fully purpos for to dwclle 

148 The morwe com, and goostly for to 

speke, 1030 

This Diomede is come un-to Criseyde, 
And shortly, lest that my tale bieke, 
So wel he for him selve spak and scyde. 
That alle hir sjkes sore adoun he leydc 
And fj-nally, the sothe for to seyno, 10^5 
He refte hir of the grcte of al liir poyne 

149 And after this the story tclleth ns. 
That she liim yat the faire baye stedo, 

The winch he ones wan of Troilus , 

And eck a broche (and that was litel 

node) 1040 

That Troilns was, she yaf this Diomede 
And eek, the bet from sorwe him to 
leleve, 

She made him weie a poncel of hir sieve 

no I finde eek in the stones elles-where, 
Whan through tho body hint was Dio- 
mede 1045 

Of Troilns, tho weep she many a tere. 
Whan that she sangh Ins wyde woundes 
blede , 

And that she took to kepen liim good 
hedo, 

And for to hele him of liis sorwes smerte 
Men seyn, I not, that she yaf him hii 
herte 1050 

151 But trewely, the story telleth ns, 
Ther made never womman more wo 
Than she, whan that she falsed Troilns 
She seyde, ‘ alias ’ for now is dene a-go 
My name of trouthe in love, for ever-mo ’ 
For I have falsed oon, the gentileste 
That ever was, and oon the worthieste ’ 

152 Allas, of me, nn-to the woildes ende, 
Shal neither been y-writen nor j^-songe 
No good word, for thise bokes wol me 

shende, 1060 

O, rolled shal I been on many a tonge ’ 
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Throngh-ont the world my belle shal be 
ronge , 

And wommen most wol hate me of alle 
Allas, that swich a cas me sholde falle ’ 

153 They wol seyn, in as muche as 111 

me is, 1065 

I have hem doon dishonour weylawey ’ 
Al be I not tho firste that dide amis, 
What helpeth that to do my blame awey ? 
But sin I see there is no bettre way, 

And that to late is now for me to rewe, 
To Diomede algate I wol be trewe 1071 

154 But Troilns, sin I no better may, 
And sin that thus departen ye and T, 

Yet preye I god, so yeve yow right good 

day 

As for the gentileste, trewely, 1075 

That ever I say, to serven fcithfully 
And best can ay his lady honour kepe — 
And with that word she brast anon to 
wepe 

155 ‘And certes, yow ne haten shal I 
never, 

And Ireendes lo\e, that shal ye han of 
me, 1080 

And my good word, al mighte I hven e\er 
And, trewely, I wolde sory be 
For to seen yow in adversitee 
And giltelees, I woot wol, I yow le\e , 

But al shal passe , and thus take I my 
love ’ icib5 

156 But trewely, how longe it was bi- 
twene. 

That she tor-sook him for this Diomede, 
Ther is non anctor telleth it, I wene. 
Take every man now to his bokes hede , 
He shal no terme linden, Out of drede 
For though that he bigan to wowe hir 
sone, 1091 

Er he hir wan, yet was ther more to done 

157 Ne me ne list this sely womman 
chyde 

Farther than the story wol devyse 
Hir name, alias * is publisshed so wyde, 
That for hir gilt it onghte y now sutfyse 
And if I mighte excuse hir any w^se, 
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For she so sory was for hir nntrouthe, 
Y-wis, I wolde excuse liir yet for ronthe 

158 This Troilus, as I hifom have told, 
Thus dryveth foith, as wel as he hath 

mig^ht 1101 

But often was his herte hoot and cold, 
And namely, that like nynthe night, 
Winch on the moiwe she hadde him 
byhiglit 

To come ayem god wot, ful litel reste 
Hadde he that night , no-thmg to slepe 
him leste 1106 

159 Tlie lauier-crouned Phobus, with his 
hete, 

Gan, in his course ay upward as he wento. 
To warmen of f th’ est see the wawes wctc , 
And Nisus doughter song -with fresh en- 
tente, mo 

"Wlian Troilus hib Pand ire after sente* , 
And on the walles of the toun they 
pleyde. 

To loke it they can scon ought of Criseyde 

160 Til it was noon, they stoden for to 
see 

Wlio that ther come , and cver\ manor 
wight, lilt; 

That cam fro fer, they seyden it was she, 
Til that they coude knowen him a right, 
How was his herte dul, now was it light , 
And thus by japed stonden for to stare 
Aboute nought, this Troilus and Pandare 

161 To Pandarus this Troilus tho seyde, 
‘For ought I wot, bi-for noon, sikerly, 
In-to this toun ne comth nought here 

Criseyde 

She hath y-now to done, hardily, 1124 

To wmnen from hir fader, so trowc I 
Hir olde fader wol yet make hir dyne 
Er that she go , god yeve his herte p>ne ’ ^ 

162 Pandaro answerde, ‘it maj wel bo, 
certeyn , 

And for-thy lat us dyne, I thee biseche , 
And after noon than mayst thou come 
ayeyn ^ 1130 

And hoom they go, with-oute more 
speche , 


And comen ayem, but longe may they 
seche 

Er that they finde that they after cape , 
Fortune hem bothe thenketh for to jape 

163 Quod Troilus, ‘I see wel now, that 
she 

Is taried with hir olde fader so, 

That er she come, it wol neigh even be 
Com forth, I wol un-to tho yate go 
Tlnse portours been unkonninge ever-mo, 
And 1 wol doon hem holden up the yate 
As nought ne were, al-though she come 
late ’ 1141 

164 The day goth faste, and after that 
comth e \ f , 

And yet com nought to Troilus Criseyde 
He loketh forth by hegge, by tree, by 
greve. 

And fer his heed o\ ei the wal he leyde 
And at tho lastc he torned him, and 
seyde, 1 146 

‘ By god, 1 woot hirmening now, Pandare^ 
Al-most, y-v^is, al newe was my care 

165 Now douteles, this lady can hir 
good , 

I woot, she meneth ryden prively 1150 

I comende hir wysdom, by myn hood ’ 

She wol not maken peplo nycely 
Gaure on hir, whan she comth , but 
softely 

By nighte in-to the toun she thenketh 
ryde 

And, dere brother, thenk not longe t’ 
abyde 1155 

166 Wo han nought elles for to doon, 
y-wis 

And Pandarus, now woltow trowen me ? 
Have here my trouthe, I see hir ’ yond 
she IS 

Heve up thyn eyen, man ’ maystow not 
see ? ’ 

Pandare answerde, ‘ nay, so mote I thee ! 
Al wrong, by god , what seystow, man, 
whorart? n6i 

That I see yond ms but a fare-cart ’ 

167 ‘ Allas, thou seist right sooth,’ quod 
Troilus , 

‘ But hardely, it is not al for nought 1164 
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That in myn lierto I now rejoyao thtis 
It IS ayoin som good I have a tlionght 
Noot T not how, but sin that 1 was 
wrought, 

Ne feltc I swich a confort, dar I seyo , 

She comth to niglit, iny lyf that derate 
I leye ’ ’ 

168 Pand-ire answerdo, ‘ it may be wel, 

y-nough ’ , 1170 

Ana held with him of il that ever he 
seyde , 

But in his herfce ho thoughte, and softe 
lough, 

And to liim-sclf ful sobiely he seyde 
‘ From hastl-wodo, ther J oly Robin i)le\ do, 
Shal come al that that thou abydest 
heio, 1175 

Ye, fare wel al the snow of fc rne yerc ’ ’ 

169 Tlie wardein of the y ates gan to calle 
The folk which that with-oute the yates 

were. 

And bad horn dryv en in liir bestes alio, 

Or al the night they moste bleven there 
And fer with -111 the night, with many 
a tore, n 8 i 

This Troilus gan hoomward for to ryde , 
For wel he secth it heliieth nought t’a- 
byde 

170 But natheles, he gladded him in this , 
Ho thoughte he misacounted hadde his 

day, ii 8 «> 

And seyde, ‘ T understondo have al a-mis 
For thilke night 1 1 ist Crisoydo say. 

She seyde, “ I shal ben here, if that I 
may, 

Er that the mono, O dero herte swete ’ 
The Lyon passe, out of this Arieto ” 1190 

171 For which she may yet holde al Inr 
biheste ’ 

And on the morwe un-to the yato he 
wente. 

And up and down, by west and eek by 
este, 

Up-on the walles made he many a wente 
But al for nought , his hope alwey him 
blente , 1195 


For which at night, in sorwe and sykeg 
sore 

Ho wente him hoom, with-ouien any 
more 

172 This hope al clone out of his herte 
fledde. 

He Hath wher-on now longer for to honge , 
But lor the peyne him thoughte his herte 
blfddi, i 2 t)o 

So were his tlirowes shariio and wonder 
stronge 

For when he saugh that she abood so 
longe, 

Ho iiistc what he luggon of it miglite, 

Sin she hath broken that she him bi- 
highte 

173 The thiidde, fertile, fifte, sixto day 
\ttcr tho dayes ten, of which I tolde, 
Bitwixen hoxie and drede his herte lay, 
Yet som-what tmstinge on hirhestesolde 
But whan he saugh she nolde hir terme 

holde, 

He cyn now seen non other remedye, 1210 
But for to shape him sone lor to dye 

174 Thcr-with the wikked spirit, god us 
blosse, 

Winch that men elepeth wode jalousye, 
Gan in him crepe, in al this hevinesso , 
For which, by cause he woldo sone dye, 
He ne ect no dronk, for his malencolye. 
And eck lioiii every comjianyo he fledde , 
This was the lyf that al the tyme he 
Icdde 

175 He so defet was, that no maner man 
Unnethe miglite him knowe ther he 

wente , 1220 

So was he lene, and ther-to pale and wan, 
\nd feble, that ho walketh by potente , 
And with his ire he thus him-selven 
shento 

And who-so axed him wher-of him smerte. 
He seyde, his harm was al aboute his 
herte 1225 

176 Pryam ful ofte, and eek his moder 
dere, 

His bretheren and his sustren gonne him 
freyne 
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Wliy lie so sorwfnl was m al Ins cliero, 
And wlmt thing 'was the cause of al his 
poyne ? 

But al for nought , he nolde his cause 
plcyne, 1230 

But st^de, he felte a grevous maladye 
A bouto his herte, and f I'v n he wolde dj e 

ITT So on a day he Icyde him doun to 
slepe, 

And so bifel that in his sleep him 
thoughte, 

niiat in a forest fastehe w elk to wepe i23t? 
For h)\e of hir th it him these poyncs 
w loughte , 

And up and doun as he the forest soughte, 
He mette he singh a boor with tuskes 
grete, 

That sleep ayein the bright sonnes hete 

178 And by this booi, faste in his armes 

folde, 1240 

Liv kissing ay his lidy biight Ciiscvde 
Foi sorwo of which, whan ho it gan 
biholde, 

And for despyt, out of his slope hobrovde, 
And loude he cryde on Pandarus, and 
seyde, 

‘ O Pandarus, now knowe I crop and 
rote ’ 124 s 

I nam but deed, ther ms non other bote ’ 

179 My lady bright Criscyde hath me 
betrayed, 

In whom I trusted most of any wight, 
She dies where hath now hir herte 
upayed , 

The blisful goddes, through hir grete 
might, 1250 

Han in my dreem y shewed it ful right 
Thus in my dreem Ciiseyde I have 
biholde ’ — 

And al this thing to Pandarus he tolde 

130 ‘ 0 my Criseyde, alias ’ what subtil- 
tee. 

What newe lust, what boautee, what 
science, 1255 

What wratthe of juste cause have ye to 
me? 

WTiat gilt of me, what fol experience 
Hath fro me raft, alias’ thyn advertence? 


0 trust, O feyth, O dope asturaunce, 

Who hath me reft Criseyde, al my pie- 

saunco ? 1260 

131 Allas’ why leet I you from heniies 

go, 

For which wcl neigh out of my wit I 
breyde ? 

Who shal now trowe on any othes mo ’ 
Qod wot I weiide, Olady blight, Criseyde, 
That every woi d was gospel that ve seyde ’ 
But who may bet bigylen, if him liste, 1-60 
Than he on wiiom men weneth best to 
tiiste ? 

132 What shal I doon, my Pandarus, 
all IS ’ 

1 fcle now so sliaipe a newe pevne, 

Sm that ther is no rcmedie in this eas, 
That bet were it I with mj^n hondes 

tweyne 1271 

My-sdven slow, than alwev thus to pleyne 
For through mj deeth my wo sholde han 
an onde, 

Ther every day with lyf my>solf I shende ’ 

183 Pandare answerde and seyde, ‘alias 

the whyle i2y<, 

That I was born , have I not seyd er this. 
That dremes many a maner man bigyle ? 
A.nd why ? for folk expounden hem a mis 
How darstow seyn that fals thy lady is. 
For any dreem, right for thyn owene 
drede? 1280 

Lat he this thought, thou canstno dremes 
rede 

184 Paraunter, ther thou dremest of this 
boor. 

It may so he that it may signifye 
Hir fader, which that old is and eek hoor, 
Ayein the sonne lyth, on poynt to dye, 1285 
And she for sorwe ginneth wepe and crye. 
And kisseth him, ther he lyth on the 
grounde , 

Thus sliuldcstow thy dreem a light cx- 
poundc ’ 

1 S 5 ‘How miglite I thanne do?’ quod 
Troilus, 

‘ To knowe of tins, ye, were it never so 
lyte?’ 1290 
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‘ Now seystow wysly,’ quod tlusPandarus, 
‘ My reed is this sin thou canst wel 
endyte, 

That hastely a lettre thou hir wryte, 
Thorugh which thou shalt wel bringen it 
aboute, 

To hnowe a sooth of that thou art in 
doute i29'> 

186 And see now why , for this I dar wcl 
sejn, 

That if so is that she untrewe be, 

I can not trowe that she wol wryte aye3^n 
And if she wryte, thou shalt ful sone see, 
As whether she hath any libeiteo 1^00 
To come ayein, or ellcs in som clause. 

If she be let, she wol assigne a cause 

187 Thou hast not wiiten liir sin that 
she w elite. 

Nor she to thee, and this T dorste leye, 
Ther may siMch cause been in hir en- 
tente, 1 ^05 

That hardcly thou wolt thy selven seye. 
That hir a-bood the beste is foi yow tweyo 
Now wryte hir tlianne, and thou shalt 
fele sone 

A sothe of al, thcr is no more to done ’ 

188 \.ooidc dbeentothisconclusioun, 1310 
And that anoon, these like lordes two , 
And hastely sit Troilus adoun, 

And rolleth in his herte to and fro. 

How he may best discryven hir his wo 
And to Criscyde, his owenelady dere, 1315 
He wroot right thus, and seyde as ye may 
here 

189 ‘Right fresshe flour, whos I ha\e 
been and shal, 

With-outen pait of clles-where servyse. 
With herte, body, lyf, lust, thought, and 
al, 

I, woful Wight, in every humble wyse 1320 
That tonge telle or herte may devyse, 

As ofte as matere occupyeth place, 

Me recomaunde un to your noble grace 

190 Lyketh it yow to witen, swete herte. 
As ye wel knowo how longe tyme agoon 
That ye me lafte in aspre peynes smerte, 


AYhan that yo wente, of which yet bote 
noon 1327 

Have I non had, but ever wers bigoon 
Fro day to day am I, and so mot dwelle, 
While it 50W list, of wele and wo my 
wclle’ M o 

191 For winch to yow, with dredn 1 
herte trewe, 

I wryte, as he that sorwc drj fth to wryte, 
My wo, that every houro encreseth newe, 
Complcjnmge as I dar or can endyte 
And that defaced is, that may ye wyte 17^3 
The teres, which that fro mjTi eyen reyne, 
That woldo sjieke, if that they coude, and 
ple3’’ne 

192 Yow first biseche I, that j^our eyen 
clcie 

To look on tins defouled ye not holde , 
And over al this, that ye, my lidy dere, 
Wol vouche-sauf this lettre to biholde i 41 
And by the cause eek of my cares colde. 
That sleeth my wit, if ought amis me 
astei to, 

For-yeve it me, mjn owene swete heite 

193 If any servant dorste or oughte of 

right 1 ,45 

Up-on Ins lady pitously complejme, 

Than wene I, tliat ich oughte bo that 
wight. 

Considered this, that je these monthes 
tweyne 

Han tailed, ther ye sejden, sooth to 
seyne. 

But dayes ton j enolde in ost sojourne, i3''o 
But m two monthes jet ye not retourne. 

194 But for-as-muche as me mot nedes 

bko 

Al that yow list, I dar not pleyne more, 
But humblely with sorwful sykes syke , 
Yow wiyte ich myn unresty sorwes sore, 
Fro day to day dosyring e\er-more 1356 
To knowen fully, if youi wil it were, 

How ye han ferd and doon, whjl ye be 
there 

195 The whos wel-fare and hele eek god 

encresse 13=^9 

In honour swich, that upward in degiee 
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It growe alwey, so that it ne\ er cesse , 
Bight as your herte ay can, my ladj lice, 
Bevyse, I prey to god so mote it be 
And graunte it that je sone ui>-on me 
rewe 

As wisly as in al I am j^ow trewe 1365 

196 And if yow lykcth knowen of the fare 
Of mo, wlios wo ther maj no wight dis- 

cryve, 

I can no nioie but, chesto of every care, 
At wrytinge of this lettre I was on-lyve, 
Al redy out my woful gost to dryve , 1370 
Which I delaye, and holde him yet m 
honde. 

Upon the sight of matcie of youi sonde 

197 Myn eyen two, in veyn with winch 
I see, 

Of sorweful teres salte am waxen wellcs , 
My song, in pleynte of myn idversitce , 
My good in harm , myn esc eck waxen 
helle IS 1376 

My joye, in wo , I can sey 3 ow nought 
elles, 

But turned is, for which my l^f I wane, 
Everich joye or ese in his coiitrarie 

198 Winch with your commge hoom 

ayein to Troye 1 380 

Yo may redre&se, and, more a thousand 
sythe 

Than ever ich hadde, encresen in m( joy t 
For was ther ncvei herte yet so bljrthc 
To ban his lyf, as I shal been as swythe 
A.S I yow see , and, though no main r 
routhe 1385 

Commeve yow, yet thinketh on your 
trouthe 

199 And if so bo my gilt hath deoth 
deserved. 

Or if you list no more up-on me see 
In guerdon yet of that I have you served, 
Biseclio I yow, myn liertes lady free, 1390 
That liere-upon ye woldon wryte mo, 

For love of god, my riglite lode-stc 1 re, 
Ther decth may make an ende of al my 
werre 

200 If other cause aught doth 3 ow for to 

dwolle, 1 ^94 

That with your lettre ye me recomforte , 


For though to me your absence is an helle, 
With pacience I wol my wo comporte. 
And with your lettre of hope I wol 
desporte 

Now wrjdeth, swete, and lat me thus not 
pleyne , 

With hope, or deoth, delivereth me fro 
peyne i4(x> 

201 Y-wis, myn owene derc herte trewe, 
I woot that, whan ye next up-on me see. 
So lost have I myn hele and eek myn hewe, 
Criseyde shal nought conne knowe me ’ 
Y-wis, m3m hertes day, my lady free, 14x15 
So thursteth ay myn herte to biholde 
Your beauteo, that my I3 f unnethe I holda 

202 I sey no more, al have I for to seye 

To you wel more than I telle may , 1409 

But whethci that ye do me live or deye, 
Yet pray I god, so yeve yow right good day 
And fareth wel, goodly fayro fresshe may, 
As ye that lyf or dectli mo may comaunde , 
And to your trouthe ay I me recomaunde 

206 With hele swich that, but ye yeven 
me 1415 

The same hele, I shal noon hele have 
In 3 ou lytb, whan yow list that it so be, 
The day in which mo clothen shal my 
grave 

In yow my 13d, m yoNv might for to save 
Me from disese of allcpeynes smerte , 1420 
And fare now wel, myn owene swote herte ^ 

Le vostre T * 

204 This lettre forth was sent un-to 
Criseyde, 

Of which liir answore in effect was this , 
Ful pitously she wroot ayein, and seyde. 
That al so sone as that she might, y-wis, 
She woldo come, and mendo al that was 
mis 1426 

And fynally she wroot and soy do him 
thanno, 

She wolde come, ye, but she niste whanne 

205 But in liir Jettre made she swich 
festes. 

That wonder was and sworoth she loveth 
lum best, 1430 

Of which he fond but botmelees bihestes 
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tot 3b:oiliis, thon mayst now, est or west, 
ype in an ivy leef, it that thee lest , 
hns gooth the world , god shilde us fro 
mischaunce, 

nd every wight that meneth trouthe 
avaunce ’ 14 15 

56 Encresen gan the wo fro dav to night 
f Troilus, for taryinge of Criseyde , 

nd lesson gan his hope and eek his 
might, 

or which al doun he in his bed him 
leyde , 

Le ne eet, ne dronk, ne sleep, ne word he 
seyde, 1440 

magininge ay that she vas unkinde , 
or which wel neigh he wox out of his 
minde 

57 This dreem, of which I told have eek 
biforn, 

[ay never come out of Ins remembraunce , 
[e thoughte ay wel he liaddo his lady 
lorn, 1445 

nd that Joves, of Ins iiurveyaunce, 
im shewed haddo in sleep the signifi- 
aunce 

f hir untrouthe and Ins disaventure, 
nd that the booi was shewed him in 
figure 

58 For which he foi Sibille Ins suster 
sente, 

hat called was Cass indro cck al aboute , 
nd al Ins dieeni he toldc Inr er he stente, 
nd hir bisoughte asboilcn him the doute 
d the stionge boor, with tuskes stoute , 
nd fynally, with-iniie a litf 1 stoundc, 
assandi e him gan right thus Ins dreem 
expounde HSO 

09 She gan first smyle, and seyde, ‘ O 
brother dere, 

f thou a sooth of this desyrest knowe, 
hou most a fewe of oldo stones here, 

'o purpos, how that fortune over-throwe 
lath lordes olde , through winch, with- 
inne a throwe, 1461 

'hou wel this boor shalt knowe, and of 
what kinde 

Ee comeu is, as men in bokes finde. 
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210 Diane, which that wrooth was and m 
ire 

For Grekes nolde doon hir sacrifyse, 1465 
Ne encens up-on hir auter sette a-fyre, 
She, for that Grekes gonne hir so dispyse, 
Wrak hir in a wonder cruel wyse 
For with a boor as greet as oxe in staUe 
She made up f rete hir corn and vynes alle 

211 To slee this boor was al the contree 

reysed, 1471 

A-monges which ther com, this boor to see, 
A mayde, oon of this world the best 
y-preysed , 

And Meleagre, lord of that contree. 

He lovede so this fresshe maydeu free 1475 
That with Ins manhod, er he woldo stente. 
This boor he slow, and lur the heed he 
sente , 

212 Of which, as olde bokes tellen us, 
Ther roos a contek and a greet envye , 
And of this lord descended Tydeus 1480 
By ligne, or elles oldo bokes lye , 

But how this Meleagre gan to dye 
Thoiugh his moder, wol I yow not telle, 
For al to long it wore for to dweUe ’ 

[Argument of the 12 Books ojf Statius* 
Thebais ] 

Associat profugum Tidoo prinnis Polimi- 
tem , 

Tide i legatum docet insidiasque secundus , 
leicius Hemoniden canit et vates lati- 
tantes , 

Quaitus habet reges ineuntes iwrelia sep- 
tem , 4 

Mox fane Lenne qutnto narratur et anguis , 
Arclumori bustum sexto ludKiue leguntur , 
Dat Graios Thebes et % item sepUmus 
vmbris , 

Oitauo cecidit Tideus, spos, vita Polasgis; 
Ypomedon nono moiitui cum Partho- 
nopeo , 9 

Fulmme poicussus, detimo Capaneus 
superatiu , 

Vndecimo sese peiimunt per \'ulnera 
fratres , 

Argiuam fienttm narrat duodemis et 
ignem, it 
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213 Slie toldti eek how Tydeus, er she 
stente, 

Un-to the stronge citee of Thebes, 

To cleyme kingdom of the citee, wente, 
For his felawe, dann Polvmites, 

Of which the brother, diiun Etbyocles, 
Ful wrongfully of Thebes held the 
strengthe , 1490 

This tolde she by piocos, al by lengtho 

214 She tolde eek how Hemonides asterte, 
Whan Tydeus slough fifty knightes stoute 
She tolde eek al the prophesyes by herte, 
And how that sevene kinges, with hii 

route, 1495 

Bisegeden the citee al abouto , 

And of the holy serpent, and the wclle. 
And of the furies, al she gan him telle 

215 Of Arclumoris burymge and the 
pleyes, 

And how Amphiorax hi through the 
grounde, 1 s(x) 

Ho\s Tydeus was si \yn, lord of Ai ge^ es, 
And how Ypomedoun m litel stounde 
Was dreynt, and deed Parthonope of 
wounde , 

And also how Cappancus the proude 
Vs ith thonder-dint was sUj n, that cryde 
loude 1505 

216 She gan eek telle him how that 
either brother, 

Lthyocles and Polimyte also, 

At a scarmyche, eche of hem slough other, 
And of Argyves wepinge and hir wo , 

And how the town was brent she tolde 
eek tho i;;io 

And so descendeth doun from gestes olde 
To Diomede, and thus she spak and tolde 

217 ‘ This like boor bitokneth Diomede, 
Tydeus sone, that doun descended is 
Fro Meleagre, that made the boor to 

blede 1515 

And thy lady, wher-so she be, y wis, 

Tins Diomede liir herte hath, and she his 
Weep if thou wolt, or leef, for, out of 
doute. 

This Diomede is mne, and thou art oate ’ 


218 ‘Thou seyst nat sooth,’ quod he, 

‘ thou sorceresse, 

With al thy false goost of prophesye ’ n^^i 
Thou wenest been a greet devyneresse , 
Now seestow not this fool of fantasye 
Peyneth hir on ladyes for to lye ? 

Awej^’ quod he, ‘ ther Joves yeve thee 
sorwe ’ 1525 

Thou shalt be fals, paraunter, yet to- 
morwo ’ 

219 As wel thou might est lyen on Alceste, 
That was of creatines, but men lye, 

That ever weren, kindest and the beste 
For whanno hir housbonde was in ju- 

partye 1530 

To dye him-self, but-if she wolde dye, 

She chees foi him to dye and go to 
helle, 

And start anoon, as us the bokes telle ’ 

220 Cassandro goth, and he with cruel 

herte 1534 

For-yat his wo, for angre of hir speche , 
And from his bed al sodoinly he sterte. 

As though al hool him haddo y mad a 
leche 1337 

And day by day he gan enquere and soche 
A sooth of this, with al his fulle cure , 
And thus he drj^eth forth his aventure 

221 Fortune, whiche that permutacioun 
Of thinges hath, as it is hii committed 
Through purveyaunce and disposicioun 
Of heighe Jove, as regnes shal ben flitted 
Fro folk in folk, or whan they shal ben 

smitted, i34«^ 

Gan pulle awey the fetlieres brighte of 
Troye 

Fro day to day til they be 1 bare of jo^e 

222 Among al this, tho fyn of tho parodie 
Of Ector gan approchen wonder blyve , 
The fate wolde his soule sholde unbodie. 
And shapen hadde a mene it out to dryve , 
Ayeins which fate him helpeth not to 

stryve , 1552 

But on a day to tighten gan he wende. 

At which, alias ’ he caughte his lyves 
ende 
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iB For which me thmketh every xnaner 
wight 1555 

liat haunteth armes onghte to hiwayle 
tie deeth of him that was so noble 
a knight , 

or as he drough a king by th’aventayle, 
nwar of this, Achilles through the mayle 
nd through the body gan him for to 
ryve , 1560 

ud thus this worthy knight was brought 
of lyve 

*4 For whom, as olde bokes tcllen us, 
'"as maad swich wo, that tonge it may 
not telle , 

nd namely, the sorwe of Troilus, 1564 
lat next him was of worth inesse welle 
nd in this wo gan Troilus to dwolle, 
lat, what for sorwe, and love, and for 
unresto, 

ill ofto a day he bad his he rto breste 

!5 But nathcles, though he gan him 
dispe> re, 1 Sdg 

nd dradde ay that his lady was untrewe, 
et ay on liir his herto gan ropeyre 
nd as those lovcrcs doon, he soughte ay 
newe 

> gete aycin Criseyde, bright of hewe 
nd in his herte ho wento hir excusinge, 
lat Calkas causede al hir taryinge 1575 

‘6 And oftc t>mo he was m puriios 
grete 

im-selvcn lyk a pilgrim to disgvse, 

) seen hir , hut he miy not contrefete 
) been unknowen of folk tliat weren 
wyse, 1 S 79 

e finde excuse aright that ma;^ suffyse, 
he among the Grekos knowen weio , 
jr which ho weep ful ofte many a tere 

•7 To hir ho wroot yet ofte t>me al 
newe 

111 pitously, he lefte it nought for slouthe, 
isechmg hir that, sm that he was trewe, 
She wolde come ayein and holde hii 
trouthe 1580 

or which Criseyde up-on a day, for 
routhe, 

take it so, touclunge al this matere, 

Trot him ayem, and seyde as ye may 

hera 


228 ‘ Cupydes sone, ensample of goodli- 

kede, i ^go 

0 swerd of knighthod, sours of gentilesse ’ 
How mighte a wight in torment and in 

drede 

And helelees, yow sende as yet gladness© ? 

1 hertelees, I syke, I in distress© , 1 594 

Sin ye with me, nor I with yow may dele, 
Yow neither sende ich herte may nor hele 

229 Your lettres ful, the papir al y- 
pleynted, 

Conseyved hath myn hertes pittee , 

I have eek seyn with teres al depeynted 
Your lettre, and how that yo requeren me 
To como ayoin, which yot ne may not be 
But why, lest that this lettre founden 
were, 1602 

No mcncioun ne make I now, for fere 

230 Grevous to me, god woot, is your 
unreste. 

Your haste, and that, the goddos or- 
denaunco, 1605 

It someth not \e take it for the best© 

Nor other thing nis in your remem- 
braunce. 

As thmketh me, but onlj j^our plesaunce 
But both not wrooth, and that I yow 
biseche , 1609 

For that I tarie, is al for wikked speche 

231 For I have herd wel more than I 
wende, 

Touching© us two, how thmges ban y- 
stonde , 

Which I shal with dissimulmge amende 
And beth nought wrooth, I have eek 
imderstonde, 1614 

How ye ne doon but holden me m honde 
But now no fors, I can not m yow gesse 
But alle trouthe and alle gentilesse 

232 Comen I wol, but yet m swich dis- 
joynte 

I stonde as now, that what yeer or what 
day 

That this shal be, that can I not apoynte. 
But in effect, I prey yow, as I may, 1621 
Of your good word and of your frendship 
ay 


M 
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For trewely, whyl that my lyf may dure, 
As for a froend, 3 e may m me assure 

233 Yet preye I yow on yvel j^e ne take, 
That it IS short which that I to yow 
wryte , 1626 

I dar not, ther I am, wel lettres make 
Ne never yet ne coude I wel endyte 
Eek g^eet effect men wryte in place lyte 
Th’entente is al, and nought the lettres 
space , 1630 

And fareth now Avel, god have you in his 
grace ’ 

La vostre C * 

204 This Troilns this lettro thoughte al 
straunge, 

Wlian he it saugh, and sorwefully he 
sighte , 

Him thoughte it I3 k a kalendes of 
chaunge , 

But fynally, he fill ne trowen mighte 
That she ne wolde him holden that she 
highte , 

For With ful y\ cl wil hst liim to Icve 
That loveth wcl, in swich cas, though 
him greve 

235 But natheles, men seyn that, at the 

laste, 1639 

For any thmg, men shal the sothe see , 
And swich a cas hitidde, and that as faste, 
That Troilus wel understood that she 
Has not so kinde as that hir oughte be 
And fynally, he woot now, out of doute. 
That al is lost that he hath been aboute 

236 Stood on a day in Ins malencolye 1646 
This Troilus, and in suspcc loun 

Of hir for whom he wende for to dye 
And so bifel, that through out Troye toun. 
As was tho gyse, y-bore was up and doun 
A maner cote-armure, as seyth the stone, 
Biforn Deiphebe, in sigpie of his victorie, 

237 The whiche cote, as telleth Lollius, 
Beiphebe it hadde y-rent from Diomede 
The same day , and whan this Troilus 1655 
It saugh, ho gan to taken of it hede, 
Avysing of the lengths and of the brede, 
And al the werk , but as he gan biholde, 
Ful sodemly his herte gan to colde 


238 As he that on the coler fond with- 

inne 1 660 

A broche, that he Criseyde yaf that morwo 
That she from Troye moste nedes twmne, 
In remombraunce of him and of his sorwe 
And she him leyde ayem hir feyth to 
borwe 1664 

To kepe it ay , but now, ful wel he wiste. 
His lady nas no longer on to triste 

239 He gooth him hoom, and gan ful 
sone sende 

For Pandarus , and al this newe chaunce 
And of this broche, he tolde hum word 
and ende, 1669 

Compleyninge of lur hertes vanaunce. 
His longe love, his trouthe, and his pcn- 
aunce , 

And after decth, with-outen wordos more, 
Ful faste he cryde, his reste him to restore 

240 Than spak he thus, ‘ 0 lady myn 
Criseyde, 

Wher IS your feyth, and wher is your 
biheste^ 107^ 

Wher IS your love, wher is your trouthe ' 
he seyae , 

‘ Of Diomede have ye now al this feste ’ 
Allas, I wolde have trowed at the leste, 
That, sin ye nolde in trouthe to mo stonde. 
That ye thus nolde han holden me in 
honde ’ 1680 

241 Who shal now trowe on any otlies 
mo ? 

Allas, I never wolde han wend, er this. 
That ye, Criseyde, coude han chaunged so , 
Ne, but I hadde a-gilt and doon amis, 1984 
So cruel wende I not your herte, y-wis, 
To slee me thus , alias, your name of 
trouthe 

Is now for-doon, and that is al my routhe 

242 Was ther non other broche j’^ow liste 
lete 

To fcffe with your newe love,’ quod he, 1689 
‘ But thilke broche that I, with teres wete, 
Yow yaf, as for a remembraunce of me ? 
Non other cause, alias, ne hadde ye 
But for despyt, and eek for that ye menio 
Al-outrely to she wen your entente 1 
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i 48 Through which I see that dene out 
of your minde 1695 

life han me cast, and I ne can nor may, 
For al this world, with-in myn herte finde 
T’ unloven yow a quarter of a day ’ 

[n cursed tyme I born was, weylaway * 
That ye, that doon me al this wo endure, 
STet love I best of any creature 1701 

244 Now god,’ quod he, ‘ me sende yet 
the grace 

That I may meten with this Diomede * 
\nd trewely, if I have might and space, 
Sfet shal I make, I hope, his sydes blede 
3 god,’ quod he, ‘ that oughtest taken hode 
To fortheren trouthe, and wrongea to 
punyce, 1707 

l\^hy niltow doon a vengeaunce on this 
Ayce ^ 

^45 O Pandare, that in dremes for to 
tnste 

S 4 e blamed hast, and wont art ofte up- 
breyde, 1710 

S'ow maystow see thy-solvo, if that thee 
liste, 

Sow trewe is now thy nece, bright Cri- 
seyde ’ 

[n sundry formes, god it woot,’ he seyde, 
The goddes she wen bothe joyo and tene 
[n slope, and by my dremo it is now sene 

M6 And certajnlj, with-oute more 
spocho, 1716 

From hennes-forth, as forforth as I may 
Myn owene deetli in armes wol I soche , 

[ lecche not how sone be the day ’ 

But trewely, Criseyde, swete may, 1720 
iVhom I have ay with al my might y- 
served. 

That ye thus doon, I have it nought 
deserved ’ 

^47 This Pandarus, that alle these thingos 
herde, 

^nd wiste wel he se>de a sooth of this, 

He nought a word ayein to him answerde , 
For sory of his frendes sorwe he is, 1726 
A.nd shamed, for his nece hath doon a-mis , 
4 .nd stant, astoned of these causes tweye, 
A.S stdle as stoon a word ne coude ho 
seye 


248 But at the laste thus he spak, and 

seyde, 1730 

‘ My brother dere, I may thee do no-more 
What shulde I seyn? I hate, y-wis, 
Cnseyde ’ 

And god wot, I wol hate hir evermore ’ 
And that thou me bisoughtest doon of 
yore, 1734 

Havinge un-to myn honour ne my reste 
Bight no reward, I dide al that thee leste 

249 If I dide ought that mighte lyken 
thee, 

It IS me leef , and of this treson now, 

God woot, that it a sorwe is un-to me ’ 
And dredelees, for hertes ese of yow, 1740 
Bight fayn wolde I amende it, wiste I how 
And fro this world, almighty god I preye, 
DeUvere hir sone , I can no-more seye ’ 

250 Gret was the sorwe and pleynt of 
Troilus , 

But forth hir cours fortune ay gan to 
holde 1745 

Cnseyde loveth the sone of Tydeus, 

And Troilus mot wepe in cares colde 
Swich IS this world , who-so it can bi- 
holde, 

In eche estat is litel hertes reste , 1740 

God leve us for to take it for the beste ’ 

251 In many cruel batayle, out of drede, 
Of Troilus, this like noble knight, 

As men may in these olde bokes rede, 
Was sene his kmghthod and his grete 
might 

And dredelees, his ire, day and night, 

Ful cruelly the Grekes ay aboughte , 

And alwey most this Diomede he soughte 

252 And ofte tyme, I finde that they 

mette 1758 

With blody strokes and with wordes grete, 
Assayinge how hir speres weren whette , 
And god it woot, with many a cruel hete 
Gan Troilus upon his helm to-bete 
But natheles, fortune it nought ne wolde, 
Of othereshond that either deyen sholde — 

253 And if I hadde y-taken for to wryte 
The armes of this like worthy man, 1766 
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Than wolde I of his hataiUes endyte 
But for that I to wryte first higan 
Of his love, I have seyd as that I can 1769 
His worthy dedes, who-so list hem here, 
Beed Dares, he can telle hem alle y-fere 

254 Bisechinge every lady bright of hewe, 
And every gentil womman, what she be. 
That al be that Criseyde was nntrewe. 
That for that gilt she be not wrooth with 

me 1775 

Ye may hir gilt m other e bokes see , 

And gladlier I wol wryten, if yow leste, 
Penelopees trouthe and good Alceste 

255 Ne I sey not this al-only for these 
men. 

But most for wommen that bitraysed be 
Through false folk , god yeve hem sorwe, 
amen ’ 1781 

That with hir grete wit and subtiltee 
Bitrayse yow ' and this commeveth me 
To speke, and in effect yow alle I preye, 
Beth war of men, and herkeneth what 

I seye 1785 

266 Go, litel book, go litel myn tregedie, 
Ther god thy maker y et, er that he dye. 
So sende might to make in som oomedie ’ 
But litel book, no making thou n’envye. 
But subgit be to alle poesye , 1 790 

And kis the steppes, wher-as thou seest 
pace 

Virgile, Ovyde, Omer, Lucan, and Stace 

257 And for ther is so greet diversitee 
In English and in wryting of our tonge. 
So preye I god that noon miswryte thee, 
Be thee mismetre for defaute of tonge 1796 
And red wher-so thou be, or elles songe, 
That thou be understonde I god beseche ’ 
But yet to purpos of my rather speche — 

268 The wraththe, as I began yow for to 
seye, 1800 

Of Troilus, the Grekes boughten dere , 
Bor thousandes his liondes maden deye, 
As he that was with-outen any pere, 

Save Ector, in his tyme, as I can here 
Butweylaway, save only goddeswille, 1805 
Dispitously him slough the fiers AchiUe 


259 And whan that he was slayn in this 
manere, 

H35 lighte goost ful blisfoUy is went 
Up to the holownesse of the seventh spere, 
In con vers letinge every element , 1810 

And ther he saugh, with ful avysement, 
The erratik sterres, herkemnge armonye 
With sownes fuUe of hevenish melodye 

260 And doun from thennes faste he gan 

av'vse 1814 

This litel spot of ertlie, that with the see 
Enbraced is, and fully gan despyse 
This wrecched world, and held al vanitee 
To respect of the pleyn fehcitee 
That is in hevene above , and at the laste, 
Ther he was slayn, his loking doun he 
caste , 1820 

261 And in liim self he longh right at 
the wo 

Of hem that weptcn for Ins deeth so faste , 
And dampned al our werk that folweth so 
The bhnde lust, the which that may not 
laste, 18-4 

And sholdon al our herte on hovene caste 
And forth he wente, shortly for to telle, 
Ther as Mtrcurie sorted him to dwelle — 

262 Swich fyn hath, lo, this Troilus for 
love, 

Swich fyn hath al his greto worthinesso , 
Swich fyn hath his estat real above, 18^0 
Swich fyn his lust, swich fyn hath his 
noblesse , 

Swich fyn hath false worldcs brotelnesse 
And thus higan his lovingo of Criseyde, 
As I have told, and in this wyse he deyde 

263 O yonge fresshe folkes, he or she, 18^5 
In which that lo\c up growcth with your 

age, 

Repeyreth boom from worldly vanitee. 
And of your herte up-casteth the visage 
To thilke god that after his imago 
Yow made, and thinketh al ms but 
a fayre 1840 

This world, that passeth sone as floures 
fayre 

264 And loveth him, the which that 
right for love 

Upon a cros, our soules for to beye, 
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First starf, and roos, and sit in hevene 
a-bo\ e , 

For he nil falsen no wight, dar I seye, 1845 
That wol his herte al hoolly on him leye 
And sm he best to love is, and most meke, 
What nedeth feyned loves for to seke? 

265 Lo here, of Payens corsed olde rytes, 
Lo here, what alle hir goddes may availle , 
Lo here, these wrecched worldes appe- 

tytes , i8<5i 

Lo here, the fyn and gxieidon for travaillo 
Of Tove, Appollo, of Mars, of swich 
rascaille ’ 

Lo here, the forme of olde clerk es speche 
In poetrye, il ye hir bokes sec he — • 1855 

266 0 moral Gower, this book I directe 
To thee, and to the philosophical Strode, 
To vouchon sauf, ther nede is, to corecte, 


Of your benignitees and zeles gode 
And to that sothfast Crist, that starf on 
rode, i860 

With al myn herte of mercy ever I preye , 
And to the lord right thus I speke and 
seye 

267 Thou oon, and two, and three, eterne 
on-lyve, 

That regnest ay in three and two and 
oon, 

Uncircumscript, and al mayst circum- 
scryve, 1865 

Us from visible and invisible foon 
Defende , and to thy mercy, everychoon. 
So make us, Jesus, for thy grace, digne. 
For love of mayde and moder th5Ti 
bcnigno ’ Amen 

Explicit Liber Troili et Cnseydls 
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God turne ns every drecm to gode ’ 

For hit IS wonder, by the rode, 

To my wit, what canseth swcvcnes 
Either on morwes, or on ovenes , 

And why th’effect folweth of sommo, «> 
And of somme hit shal never come , 

Why that is an avisioun. 

And fthis a revelacionn , 

Why this a dreem, why that a sweven, 
And nat to every man liche even , lo 
Why this a fantom, f these oracles, 

I noot , but who-so of these miracles 
The causes knoweth bet than I, 

Devyne he , for I certemly 

Ne can hem noght, ne never thinke 15 

To besily my wit to swinke. 

To knowe of hir signifiaunce 
The gendres, neither the distaunce 
Of tymes of hem, ne the causes 
For-why this fmore than that cause is , 20 
As if folkes complexiouns 
Make hem dreme of reflexiouns , 

Or elles thus, as other sayn, 

For to greet feblenesse of -} brayn, 

By abstinence, or by seeknesse, 25 

Prison, stewe, or greet distresse , 

Or elles by disordinaunce 
Of nature! acustomaunce. 

That som man is to curious 

In studie, or melancolious, 30 

Or thus, 80 inly ful of drede, 


That no man may him bote bede , 

Or elles, that devocioun 

Of somme, and contemplacioun 

Causeth swiche dremes ofte , 35 

Or that the cruel lyt unsofte 

Which these like lovers leden 

That hopen over muche or dreden, 

That purely hir impressiouns 
Causeth hem avisiouns , 40 

Or if that spirits have the might 
To make folk to dreme a-night , 

Or if the soule, of propre kinde, 

Be so parfit, as men finde. 

That hit forwot that is to come, 45 

And that hit warneth alio and somme 
Of everiche of hir aventures 
By avisiouns, or by figures. 

But that our flesh ne hath no might 
To understonden hit aright, 50 

For hit IS warned to derkly , — 

But why the cause is, noght wot I 
Wei worthe, of this thing, grete clerkes. 
That trete of this and other werkes , 

For I of noon opinioun 55 

Nil as now make mencioun, 

But only that the holy rode 
Turne us every dreem to gode ' 

For never, sith that I was bom, 

Ne no man elles, me bifom, 60 

Mette, I trowe stedfastly. 

So wonderful a dreem as I 
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'he tonthe day [dide] of Decembre, 

'he which, as I can now remembre, 
wol yow tellen every del 65 

The Invocation 

iut at my ginning, trnsteth wel, 
wol make invocacioun, 

Vith special devocionn, 

Into the god of slepe anoon, 

'hat dwelleth in a cave of stoon 70 

Jpon a streem that comth fro Leto, 

'hat IS a flood of hello nnswete , 
lesyde a folk men elope Cimene, 

'her slepeth ay this god unmerie 
Vith his slepy thousand sones 75 

'liat alway for to slepe hir wone is— 

Lnd to this god, that I of rede, 

^reye I, that he wol me spede 
dy sweven for to telle aright, 
f every dreem stonde in his might, 80 
bid he, that mover is of al 
liat is and was, and ever shal, 

>0 yive hem joye that hit here 
)f alle that they dreme to-yere, 

Lnd for to stonden alle in grace 85 

)f hir loves, or in what jilace 
'hat hem wer levest for to stonde, 

Lnd shelde hem fro f povert and shondo, 
lind fro unhappe and ech disese, 

Ind sendo hem al that may hem plese, qo 
Chat take hit wel, and scorno h it noght, 
'J'e hit misdomen in her thoght 
['hrough malicious entencioun 
Ind who-so, through presumpcioun, 

)r hate or scorne, or through envye, 9*5 

)ispyt, or jape, or vilanye, 

liisdeme hit, preye I Jesus god 

That (dreme he barfoot, dreme he shod), 

Chat every harm that any man 

iath had, sith [that] the world began, 100 

3 efalle him therof, or he sterve, 

^nd graunte he mote hit ful deserve, 

[jo ’ with swich a conclusioun 

Vs had of his avisioun 

>esus, that was king of Lyde, 105 

Chat high upon a gebot dyde ’ 

This prayer shal he have of me , 

[ am no bet in oharite ! 

Now herkneth, as I have you seyd, 
SVhat that I motte, or I abreyd. 1 10 


The Dream 

Of Decembre the tenthe day, 

Whan hit was night, to slepe I lay 
Eight ther as I was wont to done. 

And fil on slepe wonder sone. 

As he that wery was for go 1 15 

On pilgrimage myles two 
To the corseynt Leonard, 

To make Ijdhe of that was hard 
But as I fsleep, me mette I was 
Within a temple y-mad of glas , 120 

In whiche ther were mo images 
Of gold, stondinge in sondry stages, 

And mo riche tabernacles. 

And with perree mo pmacles, 

And mo curious portreytures, 125 

And queynte maner of figures 
Of olde werke, then I saw ever 
For certeynly, I niste ne\ er 
Wher that I was, but wel wiste I, 

Hit was of Venus redely, 130 

The temple , for, in portreyture, 

I saw anoon-right hir figure 
Naked fletmge in a see 
And also on hir heed, pardoe, 

Hir rose-garlond whyt and reed, 135 

And hir comb to kembe hir heed, 

Hir dowves, and daun Cupido, 

Hir blinde sone, and Vulcano, 

That m his face was ful broun 

But as I romed up and doun, 140 

I fond that on a wal ther was 
Thus writen, on a table of bras 
‘ I wol now singe, if that I can. 

The armes, and al-so the man, 

That first cam, through his destineo, 145 
Fugitif of Troye con tree. 

In Itaile, with ful moche pyne. 

Unto the strondes of Lavyne ’ 

And tho began the story anoon. 

As I shal telle yow echoon 150 

First saw I the destruccioun 
Of Troye, through tho Greek Sinoun, 
[That] with his false forsweringe, 

And his chere and his lesinge 
Made the hors broght into Troye, i <75 
Thorgh which Troyens loste al hir joye 
And after this was grave, alias ’ 

How Ihoun assailed was 

And wonne, and king Fnam y slayn, 
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And Polites his sone, certayn, i6o 

Bispitously, of dan Pirrus 
And next that saw I how Venus, 

Whan that she saw the castel brende, 
Doun fro the hevene gan descende, 

And bad hir sone Eneas flee , 165 

And how he fledde, and how that he 
Escaped was from al the pres, 

And took his fader, Anchises, 

And bar him on his bakke away, 

Cryingo, ‘Allas, and welaway ’’ 170 

The whiche Anchises in his honde 
Bar the goddes of the londe, 

Thilke that unbrende were 

And I saw next, in alle this fere, 

How Creusa, daun Eneas wyf, i7<j 

Which that he lovede as his lyf, 

And hir yonge sone lulo. 

And eek Ascanius also, 

Fledden eek with drery chere, 

That hit was pitee for to here , 180 

And in a forest, as they wente, 

At a turninge of a wente, 

How Creusa was y-lost, alias ' 

That deed, [but] noot I how, she was , 
How he hir soughte, and liow hir gost iS*, 
Bad him to flee the Grekes ost. 

And seyde, he moste unto Itaile, 

As was his destmee, sauns taille , 

That hit was pitee for to here, 

WTian hir spirit gan appere, 190 

The wordes that she to lum seyde. 

And for to kepe hir sone him preyde 
Ther saw I graven eek how he, 

His fader eek, and his meynee, 

With his shippes gan to sayle 195 

Toward the contree of Itaile, 

As straight as that they mighte go 
Ther saw I thee, cruel Juno, 

That art daun Jupiteres wyf, 

That hast y-hated, al thy lyf, 200 

Al the Troyanisshe blood, 

Benne and crye, as thou were wood. 

On Eolus, the god of windes. 

To blowen out, of alle kindes. 

So loude, that he shulde drenche 20s 
Lord and lady, grome and wenche 
Of al the Troyan naoionn, 

Withoute any savacioun 
Ther saw I swich tempeste aryse. 

That ev&ry herte might© agryse, 210 


To see hit peynted on the wall© 

Ther saw I graven eek withalle, 

Venus, how ye, my lady dere, 

Wepinge with ful woful chere, 

Prayen Jupiter an hyo 215 

To save and kepe that navye 
Of the Troyan Eneas, 

Sith that he hir sone was 

Ther saw T Joves Venus kisse. 

And graunted of the tempest lisse 220 
Ther saw I how the tempest stente. 

And how with alle pyne he wente. 

And prevely took amvage 
In the contree of Cartage , 

And on the morwe, how that he 225 
And a knight, hight Achatee, 

Metten with Venus that day, 

Goinge in a queynt array, 

As she had ben nn hunteresse, 

With wind bloAvinge upon hir tresse, 230 
How Eneas gan him to pleync, 

Whan that he know hir, of his pcyne , 
And how his shippes dreynte were, 

Or dies lost, he nisto where , 

How she gan him comforte tho, 23(5 

And bad him to Cartage go, 

And ther he shulde his folk finde. 

That in the see were left behind© 

And, shortly of this thing to pace, 

She made Eneas so in grace 240 

Of Bido, quene of that contree. 

That, shortly for to tcllen, sho 
Becam his love, and leet him do 
That that wedding longeth to 
What shulde I speke more queynte, 245 
Or peyne me my wordes peynte. 

To speke of love ? hit wol not be , 

I can not of that facultee 

And eek to telle the manere 

How they aqueynteden in-fere, 250 

Hit were a long proces to telle. 

And over long for yow to dwelle 
Ther saw I grave, how Eneas 
Tolde Dido every cas. 

That him was tid upon the see 255 

And after grave was, how she 
Made of him, shortly, at 00 word, 

Hir lyf, hir love, hir lust, hir lord 
And dide him al the reverence. 

And leyde on him al the dispence 260 
That any woman mighte do, 
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Weninge hit had al be so, 

As he hir swoor , and her-by demed 
That he was good, for he swich seined 
Allas ’ what harm doth apparence, 26 
Whan hit is fals m existence ’ 

For he to hir a traitour was , 

Wherfor she slow hir-self, alias ’ 

Lo, how a woman doth amis, 

To love him that unknowon is ’ 270 

For, by Cnst, lo ’ thus hit fareth , 

‘ Hit IS not al gold, that glareth ’ 

For, al-so brouke I wel myn heed, 

Ther may be under goodliheed 
Kevered many a shrowed vyce , 275 

Therfor be no wight so nycc, 

To take a love only for chore, 

Foi speclie, or for Irendly mancro , 

For this slial every woman finde 
That som man, of his pure kinde, 280 
Wol shewen outward the faireste. 

Til he have caught that what him leste , 
And thanne wol he causes finde. 

And swere how that she is unkinde, 

Or fals, or prevy, or double was 28:5 

Al this seye I by Eneas 
And Dido, and hu nyce lest. 

That lovede al to sone a gest , 

Therfor T wol seye a proverbe. 

That ‘ he that fully knoweth th’erbo 290 
May saufiy leye hit to his ye ^ , 

Withouto dreed, this is no lyo 
But let us speke of Ene is. 

How he betrayed hir, alias ' 

And lefte hir ful unkindely 291^ 

So whan she saw al-utterly, 

That ho woldo hir of trouthe fade, 

And wendo fro hir to Itaile, 

She gan to wringe hii hondes two 

‘ Allas ’ ’ quod she, ‘ what me is wo ’ ^exj 
Allas ’ IS every man thus trewe. 

That every yere wolde have a newo, 

If hit so longe tyme dure. 

Or elles three, peraventure ? 

As thus of oon he wolde have fame 305 
In magnifying of his name , 

Another for frendship, seith he , 

And yet ther shal the fhriddo be, 

That shal be taken for delyt, 

Lo, or for singular profyt ’ 310 

In swiche wordes gan to pleyne 
Dido of hir grete peyne, 


As me mette redely , 

Hon other auctour alegge I 
‘ Allas ’ ’ quod she, ‘ my swete herte, ^ 15 
Have pitee on my sorwes smerte, 

And slee me not ’ go noght away ’ 

O woful Dido, wel away ' ’ 

Quod she to hir-selve tho 
‘ O Eneas ’ what wil ye do ? 320 

O, that your love, ne your bonde. 

That ye han sworn with your right honde, 
Ne my cruel deeth,’ quod she, 

‘ May holde yow still heer with me ’ 

O, haveth of my deeth pitee ’ 325 

Y-wis, my dere herte, ye 
Knowen ful wel that never yit, 

As fer-forth as I hadde wit, 

Agilte [I] yow in thoght no deed 
O, have ye men swicli goodliheed 330 
In specho, and never a deel of trouthe ? 
Allas, that ever hadde routho 
Any woman on any man ’ 

Now see I wel, and telle can. 

Wo wrccchcd wimmen conne non art , 335 
For certeyn, for the more part, 

Thus we be served everichone 
How sore that ye men conne grone, 
Anoon, as we have yow receyved, 
Certeinly we ben doceyved , 340 

For, though your love laste a sesoun, 
Wayto upon tho conclusioun. 

And eek how that ye determynen. 

And for the more part diffjmen 

‘ O, welawey that I was born 345 

For through yow is my name lorn. 

And alle myn actes red and songe 
Over al this lend, on everj’’ tonge 
O wikke Fame ’ for ther ms 
Nothing so swift, lo, as she is ’ 350 

O, sooth IS, every thing is wist. 

Though hit be kevered with the mist, 
Eek, thogh I mighte duren ever. 

That I have doon, rekever I never, 

That I ne shal be sej d, alias, 355 

Y-shamed be through Eneas, 

And that I shal thus jugod be — 

“ Lo, right as she hath doon, now she 
Wol do eftsones, hardily , ” 

Thus seyth the peple prevely ’ — ■ 360 

But that IS doon, nis not to done , 
f Al hir complejmt ne al hir mone, 
Certeyn, availeth hir not a strea. 
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And wlian she wisto sot lily ho 
Was forth unto his shippes goon, 365 
She fin hir chambre wente anoon, 

And called on hir suster Anne, 

And gan hir to compleyne thanne , 

And seyde, that she cause was 

That she fiist lovede f Eneas, 370 

And thus counseilled hir therto 

But what ’ when this was sej d and do, 

She roof hir selve to the herte. 

And deyde through the wounde smcrte 
But al the maner how she deyde, 375 
And al the wordes that she seyde, 

Wlio-so to knowo hit hath purpos, 

Eeed Virgile 111 Eneidos 
Or the Epistle of Ovydo, 

What that she wroot or that she d^ de 380 
And nere hit to long to endyte. 

By god, I wolde hit here wrj^te 

But, welaway ' the harm, the routho. 
That hath betid for swicli untrouthe. 

As men may ofte in bokes rede, 385 

And al day seen hit yet in dodo. 

That for to thenken hit, a tone is 
Lo, Demophon, duk of Athcnis, 

How he forswor him ful falsly 

And trayed Phillis wikkedlj , 390 

The kinges doghter was of Trace, 

And falsly gan his terme pace , 

And when she wiste that he was fals. 

She heng hir-self 1 ight by the hals. 

For he had do hir swicli untrouthe , 393 

Lo ’ was not this a wo and routhe 
Fek lo ’ how fals and recchclts 
Was to Briseida Achilles, 

And Pans to fOtnone , 

And J ason to Isii)hile , 400 

Amd eft J ason to Medea , 

J nd Ercules to Byaniia , 

For ho leftc hir for lole, 

Th-it mido him cacdie his deetn, pardee 
How fals eek was he, Tlicseus , 405 

That, as the story telleth us. 

How ho betrayed Adriane , 

The devel bo his soules bane ’ 

For had ho laughed, had ho loured, 
lie moste have be al devouied 410 

If Adriane ne had y-be ’ 

And, for she had of him pitee. 

She made him fro the dethe escape, 

And he mode liir a ful fals jape , 


For after this, -within a whyle 413 

He lefte hir slepinge in an yle, 

Deserte alone, right in the see. 

And stal away, and leet hir be , 

And took hir suster Phedra tho 

With him, and gan to shippe go ^ .o 

And yet he had y-sworn to here. 

On al that ever he mighte sweie. 

That, so she saved him his lyf. 

He wolde have take hir to his wyf , 

For she desired nothing ellos, 425 

In certein, as the book us telles 
But to excusen Eneas 
Fullicho of al his greet trespas. 

The book seyth, Mercurie, sauns faile. 
Bad him go into Itaile, 430 

And leve Auffrykes regioun. 

And Dido and hir faire toun 
Tho saw I grave, ho-w to Itailo 
Daun Eneas is go to saile , 

And how tho tempest al began, 435 

And how ho losto his steresman. 

Which that the stere, or ho took keep, 
Smot over bord, lo ’ as he sleep 
And also saw I how Sibylo 
And Eneas, besj de an vie, 440 

To hello -wente, for to see 
His fxder, Anchises the free 
How he ther fond Palinurus, 

And Dido, and eek Deiphebus , 

And every tourment eek in helle 445 
baw he, which is long to telle 
Which w ho so w illeth for to know 0, 

Ho moste rede many a row e 
On Virgilo or on Claudian, 

Or Daunte, that hit telle can 430 

Tho saw I grave al th’arivailo 
That Eneas had in Itaile , 

And with king Latine his tretec. 

And alio tho batailles that he 

Was at him-self, and eek his knightes, 453 

Or he had al y-wonno his 1 ightes , 

\nd how he Tuinus lefto his Ijd, 

And wan La\ yna to his wyf , 

And al tho mervclous signals 

Of the goddes celestials , 460 

How, maugre Juno, Eneas, 

For al hir sleighto and Inr comjns, 
Acheved alhis a\enturo, 

For J upiter took of him cure 

At the preyero of Venus 465 
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The -wliiclie I preye alway save us, 

And us ay of our sorwes lighte ’ 

Whan I had seyen al this sighte 
In this noble temple thus, 

‘ A, Lord ' ’ thought© I, ‘ that madest us, 
Yet saw I never swich noblesse 471 

Of images, ne swich richesse, 

As I saw graven m this chirche , 

But not woot I who dide hem wirche, 

Ne wher I am, ne in what contree 475 
But now wol I go out and see, 

Bight at the wiket, if I can 
See o-whor storing any man, 

That may me telle wher I am ’ 

Wlien I out at the dores cam, 480 
I fasto aboute me beheld 
Then saw I but a large feld, 

As fer as that I mighte see, 

Withoutcn toun, or hous, or tree. 

Or bush, or gras, or ered lond , 485 

For al the leld nas but of sond 
As smal as man may see yet lye 


In the desert of Labye , 

No I no maner creature, 

That is y-formed by nature, 490 

Ne saw, me [for] to rede or wisse 
‘ O Crist,’ thought© I, ‘ that art in blisse, 
Fro fantom and lUusioun 
Me save ' ’ and with devocioun 
Myn ySn to the heven I caste 495 

Tho was I war, lo ’ at the laste, 

That faste by the sonne, as hyd 
As kenne mighte I with myn ye. 

Me thought© I saw an ogle sore. 

But that hit semed moche more 500 

Then I had any egle seyn 

But this as sooth as deeth, certeyn. 

Hit was of golde, and shoon so brighte. 
That never saw men such a sighte, 

But-if the heven hadde y-wonne 505 
Al newe of golde another sonne , 

So shoon the egles fethres brighte, 

And somwhat dounward gan hit light© 
Explicit liber primus 
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Incipit liber secundus 

Pioem 

Now heikneth, every maner man 
That English understonde can, 510 

And listeth of my droem to loro , 

For now at erste shul yo hero 
So fselly an avisioun, 

That Isaye, ne Scipioun, 

Ne king Nabugodonosor, 515 

Pharo, Turnus, ne Eleanor, 

No mette swich a dreem as this ’ 

Now faire blisful, O Cipris, (lo) 

So be my favour at this tyme ' 

And ye, me to ondyte and ryme 520 
Helpeth, that on Parnaso dwelle 
By Elicon the clere welle 

O Thought, that wroot al that I motto. 
And in the tresorie hit shette 
Of my brayn ! now shal men see 525 
If any vertu m thee be. 

To tellen al my dreem aright , 

Now kythe thyn engyn and might • (20) 

M 


The Di earn 

This egle, of which I ha\ e yow told. 
That shoon with fethres as of gold, 530 
Which that so hyd gan to sore, 

I gan boholde more and more, 

To see hir beautee and the wonder , 

But never was ther dint of thonder, 

Ne that thing that men call© foudro, 535 
That smoot somtyme a tour to poudre. 
And in his swifte coming brende. 

That so Bwythe gan descend©, (30) 

As this foul, whan hit beheldo 
That I a-roume was in the felde , 540 

And with his grimme pawes stronge. 
Within his sharpe nayles longe. 

Me, floinge, at a swappe ho hente. 

And with his sours agayn up wente. 

Mo caryinge in his clawes starke 545 
As lightly as I were a larke. 

How high, I can not telle yow, 

For I cam up, I niste how (40) 

For so astonicd and a-sweved 

5 
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Was every vertu in my heved, *550 

What with his sours and with my drede, 
That al my feling gan to dede , 

For-why hit was to greet affray 
Thus I longe in his clawes lay, 

Til at the laste he to me spak 555 

In mannes vois, and seyde, ‘ Awak * 

And be not f so a-gast, for shame ♦ ’ 

And called me tho by my name (*;o) 
And, for I sholde the bet abreyde — 

Me mette — ‘ A wale,’ to me ho seyde, 560 
Bight in the same vois and stevene 
That useth oon I coude nevene , 

And with that vois, soth for to sayn, 

My minde cam to me agayn , 

Por hit was goodly seyd to me, 56«? 

So nas hit never wont to be 
And herwithal I gan to stere, 

And he me in his feet to here, t6o) 

Til that he felte that I had hete. 

And felte eek tho myn herte bete, 570 
And tho gan he me to disporte. 

And with wordcs to comfort e, 

And sayde twyes, ‘ Seynte Mane ’ 

Thou art noyous for to cane, 

And nothing nedeth hit, pardee ’ *>7<> 

Por al-so wis god helpe me 
As thou non harm shalt have of this , 
And this cas, that betid thee is, (70) 
Is for thy lore and for thy prow , — 

Let see ' darst thou yet loke now ? 580 

Be ful assured, boldely, 

I am thy frend ’ And therwith I 
Gan for to wondren in my minde 

* O god,’ thoughte I, ‘that madest kinde, 

Shal I non other weyes dye ? 585 

Wher Joyes wol me stellifye, 

Or what thing may this signifye ? 

I neither am Enok, ne Elyc , (80) 

Ne Komulus, ne Ganymede 
That was y-bore up, as men redo, ^90 
To hevene with dan Jupiter, 

And maad the goddes boteler ’ 

Lo ’ this was tho my fantasy 0 ’ 

But he that bar me gan espye 

That I so thoghte, and seyde this — 59*^ 

* Thou demest of thy self amis , 

For Joves is not ther-aboute — 

I dar wel putte thee out of doute — ■ (90) 

To make of thee as yet a sterre 

But or I bere thee moche ferre, 600 


I wol thee telle what I am, 

And whider thou shalt, and why I cam 
To f done this, so that thou take 
Good herte, and not for fere quake ’ 

‘ Gladly,’ quod I ‘ Now wel,’ quod he — 

‘ First I, that in my feet have thee, 606 
Of which thou hast a feer and wonder, 
Am dwelling with the god of thonder, 
Which that men callen Jupiter, (loi) 
That dooth me flee ful ofte fer 610 

To do al his comaundemont 
And for tins cause he hath me sent 
To thee now fherkne, by thy trouthe * 
Certeyn, he hath of thee routhe, 

That thou so longe trewely 615 

Hast served so ententifly 
His blinde nevew Cupido, 

And fair Venus [goddesse] also, (no) 
Withoute guerdoun ever yit. 

And neverthcles hast set thy wit — 6*0 
Although that in thy hede ful f]3d;e is — 
To make bokes, songes, dytees, 

In ryme, or elles in cadence. 

As thou best canst, in reverence 
Of Love, and of his servants eke, 6*5 
That have his servise soght, and seke , 
And peynest thee to preyse his art, 
Althogh thou haddest never part , (120) 

Wherfor, al-so god me blesse, 
loves halt hit greet humblesso 630 

And vertu eek, that thou wolt make 
A-night ful ofte thyn heed to ake, 

In thy studie so thou wrytest, 

And ever-mo of love endytest, 

In honour of him and preysinges, 635 
And in his folkes furtheringes, 

And in hir matere al devysest, (129) 

And noght him nor his folk despysest, 
Although thou ma\st go in the daunce 
Of hem that him list not avaunce 640 
‘ Wherfor, as I seyde, y-wis, 

Jupiter consideroth this, 

And also, beau sir, other thinges , 

That is, that thou hast no tydinges 
Of Loves folk, if they be glade, 645 

Ne of noght elles that god made , 

And noght only fro fer contreo 

That ther no tyding comth to thee, (140) 

But of thy verray neyghebores, 

That dwellen almost at thy dores, 650 
Thou herest neither that ne this , 
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"For whan thy la)*onr doon al is, 

And hast y-maad thy rekeninges, 

In stede of reste and newe thinges, 

Thou gost hoom to thy bous anoon , 6^=) 

And, also domb as any stoon, 

Thou sittest at another boke. 

Til fully daswed is thy loke, (150) 

And livest thus as an hermyte. 

Although thvn abstinence is lyte 660 
‘And therfor Joves, through his grace, 
Wol that I here thee to a place, 

Which that hight the Hous of Fame, 


To do thee som disport and game, 

In som recompensacioun 665 

Of labour and devocioun 

That thou hast had, lo ' causeles, 

To Cupido, the reccheles ’ (ido) 

And thus this god, thorgh his meryte, 
Wol with som manor thing thee quyte, 

So that thou wolt be of good chero 671 
Foi truste wel, that thou shalt here, 
When we be comen ther I seye, 

Mo wonder thinges, dar I loyo, 

Of Loves folke mo tydinges, 675 

Bothe soth-sawes and lesingos , 

And mo loves newe begonne, 

And longe y-served loves wonno, (170) 

And mo loves casually 

That been betid, no man wot why, 680 


But as a blind man stort an haie , 

And more joly tee and fare, 

Whvl that they finde love of stole, 

As thinketh hem, and over-al wele , 

Mo discords, and mo jelousyes, 685 

Mo murmurs, and mo novelryes, 

And mo dissimulaciouns, 

And feyned reparaciouns , (180) 

And mo berdes in two houres 
Withoute rasour or sisoures 690 

Y-maad, then greynes be of sondes , 

And eke mo holdinge in hondes, 

And also mo renovelaunces 
Of Okie forleten aqueyntaunces , 

Mo love-dayes and aoordes 695 

Then on instrumente ben cordes , 

And eke of loves mo eschaunges 
Than ever comes were in graunges , (190) 
Unethe maistow trowen this — 699 

Quod he ‘ No, helpe me god so wis ’’ — 
Quod I ‘No? why?’ quod he ‘For hit 
Were impossible, to my wit, 


Though that Fame hadde al the pyes 
In al a realme, and al the spyes. 

How that yet she shuldo here al this, 705 
Or they espye hit ’ ‘ 0 yis, yis ' ’ 

Quod he to me, ‘ that can I preve 
By resoun, worthy for to leve, (joo) 

So that thou yeve thyn advertence 
To understonde my sentence 710 

‘ First shalt thou heren wher she dwell- 
eth. 

And so th3m owne book hit telleth , \ 
Hir paleys stant, as I shal seye, 

Bight even in middes of the weve 
Betwixen hevene, erthe, and see , 715 

That, what so-evcr in al these throe 
Is spoken, in privee or aperte. 

The wey therto is so overte, (210) 

\.nd stant eek in so juste a place, 

That every soun mot to hit pace, 720 
Or what so comth fro any tonge. 

Bo hit rouned, red, or songe, 

Or spoke in seurtee or drede, 

Certein, hit moste thider nede 

‘ Now herkne wel , for- why I v lUe 725 
Tellen thee a propre sidle. 

And f worthy demonstracioun 
In myn imagynacioun (220) 

‘ Geffrey, thou wost right wel this, 

That every kindly thing that is, 7^0 

Hath a kindly stede ther he 
May best in hit conserved be , 

Unto which place every thing, 

Through his kmdly endyning, 

Moveth for to come to, 7315 

Whan that hit is awey therfro , 

As thus , lo, thou mayst al day see 
That any thing that bevy be, (230) 

As stoon or leed, or thing of wighte, 

And ber hit never so hye on highte, 740 
Lat go thyn hand, hit falleth doun 
‘ Bight so seye I by fyre or soun, 

Or smoke, or other tlunges ligbte, 

Alwey they sake upward on higbte , 
Whyl ech of hem is at his large, 745 
Light thing up, and dounward charge 
‘ And for this cause mayst thou see. 
That every nver to the see (240) 

Enclyned is to go, by kmde. 

And by these skilles, as I finde, 750 

Hath fish dwellmge in fioode and sea, 
And trees eek in erthe be. 
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Thus every thing, by this resoun, 

Hath his propre mansioun, 

To which hit seketh to repaire, 755 

As ther hit shulde not apaire 
Lo, this sentence is knowen couthe 
Of every philosophres mouthe, (250) 

As Ajristotle and dan Platon, 

And other clerkes many oon , 760 

And to confirme my resoun, 

Thou wost wel this, that speche is soun, 
Or* elles no man mighte hit here , 

Now 'f-herkne what I wol thee lere 

‘ Soun is noght but air y-broken, 765 
And every speche that is spoken, 
jLoud or privee, foul or fair, 

In his substaunce is but air , (260) 

For as flaumbe is but lighted smoke, 
Kight so soun is air y-broke 770 

But this may be in many wj se. 

Of which I wil thee two devyse. 

As soun that comth of pype or harpe 
For whan a pypo is blowen sharpe. 

The air is twist with violence, 775 

Ajid rent , lo, this is my sentence , 

Eek, whan men harpo-stringes smyte. 
Whether hit be moche or lyte, (270) 

liO, with the strook the air to-broketh , 779 
Right so hit breketh whan men speketh 
Thus wost thou wcl what thing is speche 
‘ Now hennesforth I wol thee teche. 
How every speche, or noise, or soun. 
Through his multiplicacioun, 

Thogh hit were pyped of a mouse, 785 
Moot nede come to Fames House 
I preve hit thus — tak hede now — 

By experience , for if that thou (280) 
Throwe on water now a stoon, 

Wel wost thou, hit wol make anoon 790 
A litel roundel as a cercle, 

Paraventure brood as a covercle , 

And right anoon thou shalt see weel. 
That V heel wol cause another wheel. 

And that the thndde, and so forth, 
brother, 795 

Every cercle causing other, 

Wyder than himselve was , 

And thus, fro roundel to compas, (290) 
Ech aboute other goinge, 

Caused of otheres stennge, 800 

And multipljung ever-mo, 

Til that hit be so fer y-go 


That hit at bothe brinkes be 
Al-thogh thou mowe hit not y-see 
Above, hit goth yet alway under, S05 
Although thou thenke hit a gret wonder 
And who-so seith of trouthe I vane. 

Bid him proven the contrane (300) 

And right thus every word, y-wis. 

That loude or privee spoken is, 810 

Moveth first an air aboute. 

And of this moving, out of doute, 

Another air anoon is meved. 

As I have of the water proved. 

That every cercle causeth other 815 

Right so of air, my leve brother , 

Evcrich air in other stereth (309) 

More and more, and speche up bereth. 

Or vois, or noise, or word, or soun. 

Ay through multiplicacioun, 820 

Til hit be atte House of Fame , — 

Tak hit in ernest or in game 

‘ Now have I told, if thou have minde. 
How speche or soun, of pure kinde, 
Enclyned is upward to meve , 825 

This, mayst thou fele, wel I preve 
And that j-the mansioun, y-wis. 

That every thing enclyned to is, (320) 

Hath his kindeliche stede 
•fThan sheweth hit, withouten cirede, S30 
That kindcly the mansioun 
Of every speche, of every soun. 

Be hit either foul or fair. 

Hath his kinde place in air 

And sin that every thing, that is 835 

Out of his kinde place, y-wis, 

Moveth thider for to go 

If hit a-weye bo therfro, (330; 

As I before have proved thee, 

Hit seweth, every soun, pardee, 840 

Moveth kindely to pace 
A 1 up into his kindely place 
And this place of which I telle, 

Ther as Fame list to dwelle. 

Is set amiddes of these three, 845 

Heven, erthe, and eek the see. 

As most conservatif the soun 
Than is this the conclusioun, (340) 

That every speche of every man 
As I thee telle first began, 850 

Moveth up on high to pace 
Kindely to Fames place 
‘ Telle me this feithfully, 
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Have I not preved thus simply, 
Withouten any subtiltee 8«J5 

Of speche, or gret prolixitee 
Of termes of philosophye, 

Of figures of poetrye, (350) 

Or colours of rethoryke? 

Pardee, hit oghte thee to lyke , 860 

For hard langage and hard matere 
Is encombrous for to hero 
At ones , wost thou not wel this ? ’ 

And I answorde, and seyde, ‘ Yis ’ 

‘ A ha ’ ’ quod ho, ‘ lo, so I can 865 
Lewedly to a lowed man 
Speke, and shewe him swiche skiles, 

That he may shake hem by the biles, (360) 
So palpable they shulden be 
But tel me this, now pray I thee, 870 
How tlimkth thee my conclusioun ? ’ 
[Quod he] ‘ A good persuasioun,’ 

Quod I, ‘ hit IS , and lyk to bo 
Right so as thou hast preved me ’ 

‘ By god,’ quod he, ‘ and as I leve, 875 
Thou shalt have yit, or hit be eve. 

Of every word of this sentence 

A preve, by experience , (370) 

And with thyn eres heren wel 

Top and tail, and everydol, 880 

That every word that spoken is 

Comth into Fames Hous, y-wis. 

As I have scyd , what wilt thou more ? * 
And with this word upper to sore 
He gan, and seyde, ‘ By Seynt J ame ’ 885 
Now wil we speken al of game ’ — 

‘ How farest thou ? ’ quod ho to me 
‘ Wel,’ quod I ‘ Now see,’ quod he, (380) 
‘ By thy trouthe, yond adoun, 

Wlier that thou knowest any toun, 890 
Or hous, or any other thing 
And whan thou hast of ought knowing, 
Loko that thou warne me. 

And I anoon shal telle thee 
How fer that thou art now therfro ’ 895 

And I adoun fgan loken tho, 

And beheld feldes and plaines, (389) 
And now hilles, and now mountaines, 
Now valeys, and now forestes, 

And now, unethes, grete bestes , 900 

Now nveres, now oitees. 

Now tounes, and now g^ete trees, 

Now shippes saihnge in the see. 

But thus Bone in a whyle he 


Was flowen fro the grounde so hy6, 905 
That al the world, as to myn yd, 

No more semed than a prikke , 

Or elles was the air so thikke (400) 

That I no mighte not discerne 
With that he spak to me as yerne, 910 
And seyde ‘ Seestow any toun 
Or ought thou knowest yonder doun ? ’ 

I seyde, ‘ Nay ^ ‘ No wonder nis,’ 

Quod he, ‘ for half so high as this 

Nas Alexander Macedo , 915 

Ne the king, dan Scipio, 

That saw in dreme, at point devys, 

Helle and erthe, and paradys , (410) 

Ne eek the wreccho Dedalus, 

Ne his child, nyce Icarus, 920 

That fleigh so highe that the hete 
His wmges malt, and he fel wete 
In-mid the see, and ther he dreynte. 

For whom was maked modi compleynte 
‘ Now turn upward,’ quod he, ‘ thy face. 
And behold this large place, 926 

This air , but loke thou no bo 
Adrad of hem that thou shalt see , (420) 

For in this regioun, certem, 

Dwelleth many a citezein, 930 

Of vhich that speketh dan Plato 
These ben tho oyrish bestes, lo ’ ’ 

And so saw I al that meynee 
Bothe goon and also flee 
‘ Now,’ quod he tho, ‘ cast up thyn ye, 935 
See yonder, lo, the Galaxyg, 

Winch men clepoth the Milky Wey, 

For hit is whyt and somme, parfey, (430) 
Gallon hit Watlinge Strete 
That ones was y-brent with hete, 940 
Whan the sonnes sone, the rede, 

That highte Pheton, wolde ledo 

Algate his fader cart, and g>e 

The cart-hors gonne wel espyo 

That he ne coude no governaunce, 943 

And gonne for to lepe and launce. 

And heren him now up, now doun. 

Til that he saw the Scorpioun, (440) 

Which that in heven a signe is yit 

And he, for ferde, losto his wit, 9«;o 

Of that, and leet the reynes goon 

Of his hors , and they anoon 

Gonne up to mounte, and doun descende 

Til bothe tho eyr and erthe brende , 

Til Jupiter, lo, atte loste, 955 
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Hun slow, and fro tne carte caaste 
Lo, IS it not a ^reet xmschaunce, 

To lete a foie han govemaunce (450) 
Of thing that he can not demeine ? ’ 

And with this word, soth for to seyne, 
He gan alway upper to sore, 961 

And gladded me ay more and more, 

So foithfully to me spak he 
Tho gan I loken under me. 

And beheld the eyrish bestes, 965 

Cloudes, mistes, and tempestes, 

Snowes, hades, reines, windes, 

And th’engendnng in hir kindes, (460) 
And al the wey through whiche I cam , 

‘ 0 god,’ quod I, ‘ that made Adam, 970 
Moche IS thy might and thy noblesse • ’ 
And tho thoughte I upon Bo^ce, 

That writ, ‘ a thought may flee so hyg, 
With fetheres of Phdosophye, 

To passen evench element , 975 

And whan he hath so fer y-went. 

Than may be seen, behind his bak, 

Cloud, and al that I of spak ’ (470) 

Tho gan I wexen in a were. 

And seyde, ‘ I woot wel I am here , 980 

But wher in body or in gost 
I noot, y-wis , but god, thou wost * ’ 

For more deer entendement 
Nadde he me never j it y-scnt 
And than thoughte I on Marcian, 98*) 
And eek on Anteclaudian, 

That sooth was hir descripoioun 

Of al the hevenes regioun, (480) 

As fer as that I saw the preve , 

Therfor I can hem now beleve 990 

With that this eglo gan to orye 
‘ Lat be,’ quod he, ‘ thy fantasye , 

Wilt thou lore of sterres aught ? ' 

‘ Nay, cortcinly,’ quod I, ‘right naught , 
And why ? for I am now to old ’ 995 

‘ Elies I wolde thee have told,’ 

Quod he, ‘ the sterres names, lo, 

And al the hevenes signes to, (490) 

And which they been,’ ‘ No fors,’ quod I 
‘ Yis, paxdee,’ quod he , ‘ wostow why ? 1000 
For whan thou redest poetrye, 

How goddes gonne stellifye 
Bnd, fish, beste, or him or here, 

As the Raven, or either Bere, 

Or Ariones harpe fyn, 1005 

Castor, Pollux, or Delph3m, 


Or f Atlantes doughtres sevene, 

How alle these arn set in hevene , (500) 
For though thou have hem ofte on honde, 
Yet nostow not wher that they stonde ’ 

‘ No fors,’ quod I, ‘ hit is no nede loii 
I leve as wel, so god me spede, 

Hem that wryte of this matere, 

As though I knew hir places here , 

And eek they shynen here so brighte, 

Hit sbulde shenden al my sigbte, 1016 
To loke on hem ’ ‘ That may wel be,’ 
Quod he And so forth bar he me (sio) 
A whyl, and than he gan to crye, 

Tliat never herde I thing so hye, 1020 
‘ Now up the heed , for al is wel , 

Seynt July an, lo, bon hostel ’ 

See here the House of Fame, lo ' 

Maistow not heren that I do ?’ 

‘What?’ qnod I ‘The grete soun,’ 1025 
Quod he, ‘ that rumbleth up and doiin 
In Fames Hous, ful of tydinges, 

Botbe of fair speclie and chydmges, (1520) 
And of fals and soth compouned 
Hcrkne wel , hit is not rouned 1030 

Herestow not the grete swogh ? ’ 

‘ Yis, p irdee,’ quod I, ‘ wel y-nogh ’ 

‘ And what soun is it lyk ? ’ quod he 
‘ Peter ’ lyk beting of the see,’ 

Quod I, ‘ agam the roclies holowe, 1035 
Whan tempest doth the shippes swalowe , 
And lat a man stonde, out of doute, 

A myle thens, and here hit route , (530) 

Or elles lyk the last humblinge 
After the clappe of a thundrmge, 1040 
When Toves hath the air y bete , 

But hit doth me for fere swete ’ 

‘ Nay, dred thoe not therof,’ quod he, 

‘ Hit IS nothing wil byten thee , 

Thou shalt non harm have, trewely ’ 1045 
And with this word bothe he and I 
As nigh the place arryved were 
As men may casten with a spere (',40) 
I niste how, hut in a strete 
He sette me faire on my fete, 1050 

And seyde, ‘ Walke forth a pas, 

And tak thyn aventure or cas, 

That thou shalt finde m Fames place ' 

‘ Now,’ quod I, ‘ whyl we han space 
To speke, or that I go fro thee, 1055 
For the love of god, tel me. 

In sooth that wil I of thee lere, 
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If this noise that I here («i5o) 

Be, as I have herd thee tellen, 

Of folk that doun m erthe dwellen, 1060 
And comth here in the same wyse 
As I thee herde or this devyse , 

And that ther l3rvres body nis 
In al that hous that yonder is, 

That maketh al this loude fare?* 1065 
‘ Ko,’ quod he, * by Seynte Clare, 

And also wis god rede me ♦ 

But o thinge I wil wame thee (S^o) 

Of the which thou wolt have wonder 
Lo, to the House of Fame yonder 1070 
Thou west how comcth everj speche, 

Hit nedeth noght thee oft to teche 
But understond now right wel this , 

Whan any speche y-comen is 


BOOK 


Incipit liber tercius 

Invocation 

0 god of science and of light, 

Apollo, thiough thy grete might, 

This litel laste book thou gyo ’ 

Nat that I wilne, for maistrye, 

Here art poetical be shewed , 1095 

But, for the rym is light and lewed, 

Yit make hit sumwhat agreable, 

Though som vers faile m a sillable , 

And that I do no dihgence 

To shewo craft, but o sentence (10) 1100 

And if, divyne vertu, thou 

Wilt helpe me to she we now 

That in myn hede y-marked is — 

Lo, that IS for to menon this, 

Tlio Hous of Fame to descryve — 1 105 

Thou shalt see me go, as blyve, 

Unto the nexte laure I see. 

And kisse hit, for hit is thy tree , 

Now entreth in my breste anoon • — 

The Dream 

Whan I was fro this egle goon, (20) mo 

1 gan beholde upon this plaoe 


of 

Up to the paleys, anon-right 1075 

Hit wexeth lyk the same wight 
Which that the word in erthe spak, 

Bo hit clothed reed or blak , (^70) 

And hath so verray his lyknesse 
That spak the word, that thou wilt gesse 
That hit the same body be, 1081 

Man or woman, he or she 
And IS not this a wonder thing ? ’ 

‘ Yis,’ quod I tho, ‘ by hevene kmg ’ ’ 

And with this worde, ‘ Farwel,’ quod he, 

‘ And here I wol abyden thee , 1086 

And god of hevene sende thee grace, 

Som good to lemen in this place ’ (>580) 

And I of him took leve anoon. 

And gan forth to the paleys goon 1090 
Explicit liber secnndus 


III. 

And certem, or I ferthor pace, 

I wol yow al the shap devyse 
Of hous and fsite , and al the wyse 
How I gan to this plaoe aproche 1115 
That stood upon so high a roche, 

Hyer stant ther noon in Spaine 
But up I clomb with alle paine. 

And though to climbe hit greved me, 

Yit I ententif was to see, (30) 1120 

And for to pouren wonder lowe, 

If I coude any weyes knowe 
What maner stoon this roche was , 

For hit was lyk a thing of glas, 

But that hit shoon ful more clore , 1125 

But of what congeled matere 
Hit was, I niste redely 
But at tho laste espyed I, 

And found that hit was, every deel, 

A roche of yse, and not of steel (40) 1 130 
Thoughte I, * By Seynt Thomas of Kent ' 
This were a feble fbundement 
To bilden on a place hye , 

He oughte him htel glorifye 
That her-on bilt, god so me save ’* 1135 

Tho saw I al the half y-grave 
With famous folkes names fele, 

That had y-been in mochel wele, 
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And hir fames wyde y-blowe 

But wel unethes coude I knowe (50) 1140 

Any lettres for to rede 

Hir names by , for, out of drede, 

They were almost of-thowed so, 

That of the lettres oon or two 

Was molte away of every name, 1145 

So unfamous was wexe hir fame , 

But men seyn, ‘ What may ever laste ? " 

Tho gan I in myn herte caste, 

That they were molte awey with hete. 
And not awey with stormes bete (60) 1 150 
For on that other syde I sey 
Of this hille, that northward lay, 

How hit was wnten ful of names 
Of folk that hadden grote fames 
Of olde tymc, and yit they were 1 15'5 

As fresshe as men had writon hem 
there 

The selve day right, or that home 
That I upon hem gan to poure 
But wel I wiste what hit made , 

Hit was conserved with the shade — (70) 
A 1 this wrytinge that I sy — 1161 

Of a castel, that stood on hy, 

And stood eek on so cold a place. 

That hete mighte hit not detace 
Tho gan I up the hille to goon, 1165 
And fond upon the coppe a woon. 

That alle the men that ben on lyve 
He han the cunmng to descryve 
The beautee of that like place, 

Ne coude casten no compace (80) 1170 
Swich another for to make, 

That mighte of beautee be his make. 

He [be] so wonderhche y-wrought , 

That hit astometh yit my thought. 

And maketh al my wit to swinke 1175 
On this castel to bethmke 
So that the grete f craft, beautee. 

The cast, the curiositee 
He can I not to yow devyse, 

My wit no may me not suffyse (90) 1 i8o 
But natheles al the substance 
I have yit in my remembrance , 

For-why me thoughte, by Seynt Gyle ’ 

Al was of stone of beryle, 

Bothe castel and the tour, 1185 

And eek the halle, and every hour. 
Without en peces or joinmges 
Bat many subtil compassinges. 


*|*Babewinnes and pinacles. 

Imageries and tabernacles, (100) 1190 
I saw , and ful eok of wmdowes. 

As flakes falle in grete snowos 
And eek in ech of the pinacles 
Weren sondry habitacles, 

In whiche stoden, al withoute — 1195 

Ful the castel, al aboute — 

Of alle manor of minstrales, 

And gestiours, that tellen tales 
Bothe of weping and of game. 

Of al that longeth unto Fame (no) 1200 
Ther herdo I pleyen on an liarpe 
That souned bothe wel and sharpe, 
Orpheus ful craftely, 

And on his syde, faste by, 

Sat the harper Orion, 1205 

And Eacidos Chiron, 

And other harpers many oon. 

And the Bret Glascurion , 

And smale harpers with her glets 
fSeten under hem in sees, (120) 1210 
And gonne on hem upward to gape, 

And countrefete hem as an ape. 

Or as craft countrefeteth kinde 
Tho saugh I stonden hem behindo, 
A-fer fro hem, al by hemsclve, 1215 

Many thousand tymcs twelve. 

That maden loude menstralcyes 
In cornemuse, and shalmyes. 

And many other maner pype. 

That craftely begunne pype (130) 1220 
Bothe in doucet and in rede. 

That ben at festes with the brede , 

And many flouto and hlting-horno. 

And pypes made of grene come, 

As han thise htel herde-gpromes, 1225 

That kepen bestes in the bromes 
Ther saugh I than Atiteris, 

And of Athenes dan Pseustis, 

And Marcia that lost her skin, 

Bothe in face, body, and chin, (140) 1230 
For that she wolde envyen, lo » 

To pypen bet then Apollo 

Ther saugh I famous, olde and yonge, 

Pypers of the Duche tonge. 

To lerne love-daunces, springes, 1235 

Keyes, and these straunge thingos 
Tho saugh I in another place 
Stonden in a large space. 

Of hem that maken blody soun 
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In trumpe, beme, and clanonn , (150) 1240 
For in fight and blood-shedinge 
Is used gladly clanoninge 

Ther herde I trumpen Messenus, 

Of whom that speketh Virgilms 

Ther herde I Joab trumpe also, 1245 

Theodomas, and other mo , 

And alle that used clarion 
In Cataloigne and Aragon, 

That in hir tyme famous were 
To lerne, saugh I trumpe there (160) 1250 
Ther saugh I sitte in other se6s, 
Pleyinge upon sondry glees, 

Whiche that I cannot nevene, 

Mo then sterres been in hevene, 

Of whiche I ml as now not ryme, 12^5 
For ese of yow, and losse of tyme 
For tyme y-lost, this knowen ye, 

By no way may recovered be 
Ther saugh I fpleyen jogelours, 
Magiciens and tregotours, (170) 1260 
And phitonesses, charmeresses, 

Olde wicches, sorceresses. 

That use exorsisaciouns 
And eek thise fumigaciouns , 

And clerkes eek, which conne wel 1265 
A 1 this magyke naturel, 

That craftely don hir ententes, 

To make, in certeyn ascendentes, 

Images, lo, through which magyk 
To make a man ben hool or syk (180) 1270 
Ther saugh I f thee, queen Medea, 

And Circes eke, and Cahpsa , 

Ther saugh I Hermes Ballenus, 

Lymote, and eek Simon Magus 1274 

Ther saugh I, and knew hem by name, 

That by such art don men han fame 

Ther saugh I Colie tregetour 

Upon a table of sicamour 

rieye an uncouthe thing to telle , 

I saugh him carien a wmd-melle (190) 1280 
I'^nder a walsh-note shale 
What shuld I make lenger tale 
Of al the peple that I say. 

Fro hennes in-to domosday ? 

Wlian I had al this folk beholde, 1285 
And fond me lous, and noght y-holde. 
And eft y-mused longe whyle 
Upon these walles of beryle, > 

That shoon ful lighter than a glas, 

And made wel more than hit was (200) 


To semen, every thing, y-wis, 1291 

As kinde thing of fames is , 

I gan forth romen til I fond 
The castel-yate on my right hond. 

Which that so wel corven was 1295 

That never swich another nas , 

And yit hit was by aventure 
Y-wrought, as often as by euro 

Hit nedeth noght yow for to tellen. 

To make yow to longe dwellen, (210) 1300 
Of this yates flonsshinges. 

No of compasses, ne of kervmges, 

Ne how they fhatte in masoneries, 

As, corbets fulle of imageries 

But, lord ’ so fair hit was to shewe, 1305 

For hit was al with gold behewe 

But in I wente, and that anoon , 

Thor motte I crying many oon, — 

‘ A larges, larges, hold up wel ’ 

God save the lady of this pel, (220) 1310 
Our owne gentil lady Fame, 

And hem that wilncn to have name 
Of us ” Thus herde I crjen alle, 

And fasto comen out of halle. 

And shoken nobles and sterlmges 1315 
And somme crouned wore as kinges. 

With crounes wroght ful of losenges , 
And many nban, and many frenges 
Were on hir clothes trewely 
Tho atto laste aspyed I (230) 1320 

That pursevRuntes and heraudes. 

That cryen riche folkes laudes, 

Hit weren alle , and every man 
Of hem, as I yow tellen can. 

Had on him thro wen a vesture, 1 25 

Which that men clepe a cote-armure, 
Enbrowded wonderliche riche, 

Al-though they nere nought y-liche 
But noght ml I, so mote I thryve, 

Been aboute to discryve (240) 1330 

Al these armes that ther weren. 

That they thus on hir cotes beren. 

For hit to mo wore impossible , 

Men mighte make of hem a bible 
Twenty foot thikke, as I trowo 1335 

For certeyn, who-so coude y-knowe 
Mighte ther alle tho armes seen 
Of famous folk that han y-been 
In Auffrike, Europe, and Asye, 

Sith first began the chevalrye (250) 1340 
Lo ! how shulde I now telle al this ? 
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Ne of the halle eek what nede is 
To tellen yow, that every wal 
Of hit, and floor, and roof and al 
Was plated half a fote thikke 134*) 

Of gold, and that nas no-thing wikke, 
But, for to prove in alle wyse, 

As fyn as ducat in Venyse, 

Of whiche to Ijrbe al in my pouche is ? 
And they wer set as thikke of nouchis (260) 
FuUe of the fynest stones faire, 1351 
That men rede in the Lapidaire, 

As gresos growen in a mede , 

But hit were al to longe to rede 

The names , and therfore I pace iSS*? 

But m this riche lusty place, 

That Fames halle called was, 

Ful mocho prees of folk ther nas, 

Ne crouding, for to mochil prees 

But al on hye, above a dees, (270) 1360 

f Sitte in a see imperial, 

That maad was of a rubee al. 

Which that a carbuncle is y-called, 

I saugh, perpetually y-stalled, 

A feminyne creature , 1365 

That never formed by nature 
Nas swich another thing y-seye 
For altherfirst, soth for to seye, 

Me thoughte that she was so lyte. 

That the lengthe of a cubyte (280) 1370 
Was longer than she semed be , 

But thus sone, in a whyle, she 
Hir tho so f wonderliche streighte, 

That with hir feet she th’erthe reighte, 
And with hir heed she touched hevene, 
Ther as shynen sterres sevene 1376 

And ther to eek, as to my wit, 

I saugh a gretter wonder yit, 

Upon hir eyen to beholde , 

But certeyn I hem never tolde , (290) 1380 
I F or as Me eyen hadde s he 
1 As fetkeres upon foules be, 

^ Or weren on the bestes foure, 

That goddes trone gunne honoure, 

As John wnt in th’apocalips 1385 

Hir heer, that oundy was and crips, 

As burned gold hit shoon to see 

And sooth to tellen, also she 

Had also fele up-stondmg eres 

And tonges, a s on bestes hei^s , (300) 1390 

And on hir feet wexen saugh I 

Paxtriohes winges redely 


But, lord ’ the peme and the nchesse 
I saugh sitting on this goddesse ’ 

And, lord » the hevenish melodye 1395 
Of songes, ful of armonye, 

I herde aboute her trone y-songe. 

That al the paleys-walles ronge ' 

So song the mighty Muse, she 

That cleped is Caliopee, (310) 1400 

And hir eighte sustren eke. 

That in hir face semen meke , 

And evermo, eternally, 

They songe of Fame, as tho herde I — 

‘ Honed be thou and thy name, 1405 
Goddesse of renoun and of fame 
Tho was I war, lo, atte laste, 

As I myn eyen gan up caste, 

That this like noble quene 
On hir shuldres gan sustene (320) 1410 
Botho th’armes and the name 
Of tho that hadde large fame , 

Alexander, and Hercules 
That with a sherte his lyf lees ’ 
fThus fond I sitting this goddesse, 1415 
In nobley, honour, and nchesse , 

Of which I stmte a whyle now, 

Other thing to tellen yow 

Tho saugh I stonde on either syde, 
Streight doun to the dores wyde, (330) 1420 
Fro the dees, many a pileer 
Of metal, that shoon not ful deer , 

But though they nere of no nchesse, 

Yet they were maad for greet noblesse, 
And in hem greet [and hy] sentence , 1425 
And folk of digne reverence. 

Of whiche I wol yow telle fonde. 

Upon the piler saugh I stonde 
Alderfirst, lo, ther I sigh, 

Upon a piler stonde on higii, (340) 1430 
That was of lede and yren fyn, 

Him of secte Saturnyn, 

Th’ Ebrayk Josephus, the olde, 

That of Jewes gestes tolde , 

And bar upon his shuldres hye 1435 
The fame up of the J ewerye 
And by him stoden other sevene, 

Wyse and worthy for to nevene. 

To helpen him here up the charge, 

Hit was so hevy and so large (350) 1440 
And for they wnten of batailes, 

As wel as other olde mervailes, 

Therfor was, lo, this pileer, 
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Of which that I yow telle heer, 

Of lede and yren bothe, y-wis 1445 

For 3rren Martes metal is, 

Which that god is of bataile , 

And the leed, withouten faile, 

Is, lo, the metal of Saturne, 

That hath ful large wheel to turne (360) 
Tho stoden forth, on every rowe, 1451 
Of hem which that I coude knowe, 

Thogh I hem noght by ordre telle, 

To make yow to long to dwelle 

These, of whiche I ginne rede, 1455 
Ther saugh I stonden, out of drede 
Upon an yren piler strong. 

That peynted was, al endelong. 

With tygres blodo in every place. 

The Tliolosan that highte Stace, (370) 1460 
That bar of Thebes np the fame 
Upon his shuldres, and tho name 
Also of cruel Achilles 
And by him stood, withouten lees, 

Ful wonder hyo on a luleer 1465 

Of yren, he, the gret Omeer , 

And with him Dares and Tytus 
Before, and eek he, Lollius, 

And Guido eek de Columpnis, 

And English Gaufride ec k, y-wis , (380) 1470 
And ech of these, as have I joye, 

Was besy for to here up Troye 
So hevy ther-of was the fame. 

That for to here hit was no game 
But yit I gan ful wel espye, 1475 

Betwix hem was a litel envye 
Con seyde, Omore made lyes, 

Feyninge in his poetryes. 

And was to Grekes favorable , 

Therfor held he hit but fable (390) 1480 
Tho saugh I stonde on a pileei , 

That was of tinned yren deer, 

That Latin poote, [dan] Virgyle, 

That bore hath up a longe whyle 
The fame of Pius Eneas 1485 

And next him on a piler was. 

Of coper, Venus clerk, Ovyde, 

That hath y-sowen wonder wyde 

The grete god of Loves name 

And ther he bar up wel his fame, (400) 

Upon this piler, also hye 1491 

As I might see hit with myn y6 

For-why this halle, of whiche I rede 

Was woxe on fhighte, lengthe and brede. 


Wel more, by a thousand del, 1495 

Than hit was erst, that saugh I weh 
Tho saugh I, on a piler by, 

Of yren wroght ful stemely, 

The grete poete, daun Lucan, 

And on his shuldres bar up than, (410) 
As highe as that I mighte see, 1501 

The fame of Julius and Pompee 
And by him stoden alle these clerkes, 
That writen of Komes mighty werkes, 
That, if I wolde hir names telle, 1505 
Al to longe moste I dwelle 

And next him on a piler stood 
Of boulfre, lyk as he were wood, 

Dan Claudian, the soth to telle. 

That bar up al the fame of helle, (420) 1510 
Of Pluto, and of Proserpyne, 

That quene is of the derke pyne 
What shulde I more telle of this ? 

The halle was al ful, y-wis, 

Of hem that writen olde gestes, 1515 

As ben on trees rokes nestes , 

But hit a ful confus matere 
Were al the gestes for to here, 

That they of write, and how they 
highte 

But whyl tliat I beheld this sighte, (430) 
I horde a noise aprochen blyvo, 1521 
That ferde as been don in an hyve, 

Agen her tyme of out-fleymge , 

Right swiche a maner murmunnge, 

For al the world, hit semed me 1525 
Tho gan I loke aboute and see, 

That ther com entrmg fin the halle 
A right gret company with-alle, 

And that of sondry regiouns, 

Of alleskinnes condiciouns, (440) 1530 
That dwelle m erthe under the mono, 
Pore and ryche And also sone 
As they were come into the halle. 

They gonne doun on kne§s faile 
Before this like noble quene, itf35 

And seyde, ‘ Graunto us, lady shene, 

Ech of us, of thy grace, a bone ' ’ 

And somme of hem she graunted 
sone. 

And somme she wemed wel and faire , 
And somme she graunted the contraire 
Of hir axing utterly (451) 1541 

But thus I seye yow trewely, 

What hir cause was, I niste. 
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For this folk, ful wel I wiste, 

They hadde good fame ech deserved, 1545 
Althogh they were diversly served , 

Bight as hir suster, dame Fortune, 

Is wont to serven in comune 

Now herkne how she gan to paye 
That gonne hir of hir grace praye , (460) 
And 3a t, lo, al this companye 1551 

Seyden sooth, and noght a lye 
‘ Madame,’ seyden they, ‘ we he 
Folk that heer besechen thee, 

That thou graunto us now good fame, 1555 
And lete our werkes han that name , 

In ful recompensacioun 

Of good werk, give us good renoun * 

‘ I weme yow hit,’ quod she anoon, 

‘ Ye gete of me good fame noon, (470) 1560 
By god ’ and therfor go your wey ’ 

‘ Alas,’ quod they, ‘ and welaway ’ 

Telle us, what may your cause be ?’ 

‘For me list hit noght,’ quod she , 

‘ No wight shal speke of yow, y-wis, 156*5 
Good ne harm, no that ne this ’ 

And with that word she gan to calle 
Hir messanger, that was in halle, 

And bad that he shulde faste goon, 
fUp peyne to be blind anoon, (480) 1570 
For Eolus, the god of winde , — 

‘ In Trace ther ye shul him finde, 

And bid him bringe his clarioun, 

That IS ful dyvers of his soun, 

And hit IS cleped Clere Laude, 1575 

With which he wont is to heraude 
Hem that me hst y-preised bo 
And also bid him how that he 
Bringe his other clanoun. 

That highte Sclaundre in every toun, (490) 
With which he wont is to diffame 1581 
Hem that me list, and do hem shame ’ 
This messanger gan faste goon, 

And found wher, in a cave of stoon, 

In a contree that highte Trace, 1585 
This Eolus, with harde grace. 

Held the windes in distresse, 

And gan hem under him to presse, 

That they gonne as beres rore. 

He bond and pressed hem so sore (500) 
This messanger gan faste crye, 1591 
* Bys up,’ quod he, ‘ and faste hye, 

Til that thou at my lady be , 

And tak thy clarions eek with thee, 


And speed thee forth ’ And he anon 1595 
Took to a man, that hight Triton, 

His clariouns to here tho, 

And leet a certeyn wind to go, 

That blew so hidously and hye, 

That hit ne lefte not a skye (510) 1600 
In al the welken longe and brood. 

This Eolus no-wher abood 
Til he was come at Fames feet, 

And eek the man that Triton heet , 

And ther he stood, as still as stoon 1605 
And her-withal ther com anoon 
Another huge companye 
Of gode folk, and gunne crye, 

‘ Lady, graunte us now good fame, 

And lat our werkes han that name (520) 
Now, m honour of gentilesse, 1611 

And also god your soule blesse ’ 

For we han wel deserved hit, 

Therfor is right that wo ben quit ’ 

‘As thryve I,’ quod she, ‘ye shal 
faile, 

Good weikes shal yow noght availe 1616 
To have of me good fame as now 
But wito ye what ? I graunte \ow, 

That ye shal have a shrewed fame 1619 
And wikked loos, and worse name, (>530) 
Though ye good loos have wel desei\ed 
Now go your wey, for ye bo served , 

And thou, dan Eolus, let see ’ 

Tak forth thy trumpe anon,’ quod she, 

‘ That IS y-cleped Sclaunder light, 1625 

And blow hir loos, that every wight 
Speke of hem harm and shrewednesse. 

In stede of good and worthinesse 
For thou shalt trumpe al the contraire 
Of that they han don wel or faire ’ 1630 

‘ Alas,’ thoughte I, ‘ what aventures 
Han these sory creatures ’ (542) 

For they, amonges al the pres, 

Shul thus be shamed gilteles ’ 

But what ’ hit moste nedes be ’ 1635 

What did this Eolus, but he 
Tok out his blakke trumpe of bras. 

That fouler than the devil was, 

And gan this trumpe for to blowe. 

As al the world shulde overthrowe , (550) 
That through-out every regioun 1641 

Wente this foule trumpes soun. 

As swift as pelet out of gonne, 

Whan fyr is m the poudre ronne 
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And swiche a smoke gan out-wondo 1645 
Out of his foule trumpea ende, 

Blak, bio, grenisb, swartish reed, 

As doth wher that men melte leed, 

Lo, al on high fro the tucl ’ 

And therto 00 thing saugh I wel, (560) 1650 
That, the ferther that hit ran, 

The gretter wexen hit began, 

As doth the river from a welle. 

And hit stank as the pit of helle 
Alas, thus was hir shame y ronge, i6')5 
And gilteloes, on c\ ery tongc 
Tho com the thridde companye. 

And gunne up to the dees to bye. 

And doun on knees they fille anon. 

And seyde, ‘ We ben everichon (570) 1660 
Folk that han ful trewely 
Deserved fame rightfully. 

And praye yow, hit mot be knowe, 

Right as hit IS, and forth y-blowc ’ 

‘ I graunte,’ quod she, ‘ for me list 166 ’^ 
That now your gode f werk be wist , 

And yit ye shul han better loos, 

Right in dispyt of alle your foos. 

Than worthy is , and that anoon 
Lat now,’ quod she, ‘ thy trumpe goon, (580) 
Ihou Eolus, that is so blak , 1671 

And out thyn other trumpe tak 
That highte Laudc, and blow hit so 
That through the world hir fame go 
Al esely, and not to faste, 1675 

That hit be knowen atte laste ’ 

‘ Ful gladly, lady myn,’ he seyde , 

And out his trumpe of golde ho brayde 
Anon, and sette hit to his mouthe, 

And blew hit est, and west, and southo,(' «>oo) 
And north, as loude as any thunder, i68i 
That eveiy wight hadde of hit wonder. 

So brode hit ran, or than hit stente 
And, certes, al the bieoth that wento 
Out of his trumpes mouthe smelde 1685 
As men a pot-ful fbawme helde 
Among a basket ful of roses , 

This favour dide he til hir loses 
And right with this I gan aspye, 

Thor com the fei the companye — ((xx)) 1690 
But certeyn they were wonder fewe — 
And gonne stonden in a rewe. 

And seyden, ‘ Certes, lady brightc. 

We han don wel with al our mighte , 

But we no kepen haye no fame 1695 


Hyd our werkes and our name, * 

For goddes love ' for certes we 
Han certeyn doon hit for bountee. 

And for no manor other thing ’ 

‘ I graunte yow al your asking,’ (610) 1 700 
Quod she , ‘ let your fwerk be deed ’ 

With that aboute I clow myn heed, 

And saugh anoon the fifte route 
That to this lady gonne loute. 

And doun on knees anoon to fallo , 1705 

And to hir tho besoughten alle 
To hyde hir gode werkes eek. 

And seyde, they yeven noght a leek 
For fame, ne for swich renoun , 

For they, for contemplacioun (620) 1710 
And goddes love, hadde y-wrought , 

Ne of fame wolde they nought 

‘ What ? ’ quod she, ‘ and be ye wood ? 
And wene ye for to do good, 

And for to have of that no fame ? 1715 

Have ye dispyt to have my name ’ 

Nay, ye shul liven everichoon ’ 

Blow thy trumpe and that anoon,’ 

Quod she, ‘ thou Eolus, I hote. 

And ring this folkes f werk by note, (630) 
That al the world may of hit here ’ 1721 

And he gan blowe hir loos so clere 
In his golden clarioun, 

That through the world wente the soun, 
fSo kenely, and eek so softe , 1725 

But atte laste hit was on-lofte 
Thoo com the se\te companye. 

And gonne faste on Fame cry e 
Right verraily, in this manere 
They seyden ‘ Morey, lady dere ’ (640) 1 730 
To telle certem, as hit is, 

We han don neither that ne this. 

But y'del al our lyf y-be 
But, natholes, yit preyo we. 

That we mowe han so good a fame, 1735 
And greet renoun and know eii name. 

As they that han don noble gestes. 

And acheved alle hir lestes. 

As wel of love as other thing , 

Al was us ne\ er brocho ne ring, (6s;o) 1740 
Ne elles nought, from wimmen sent, 

Ne ones in hir horte y-ment 
To make us only frendly chere, 

But mighte temen us on here , 

Yit lat us to the peple seme 1745 

Swiche as the world may of us dome, 
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That wimmen loven ns for wood 
Hit shal don ns as moche good, 

And to OUT herte as moche availe 
To conntrepeise ese and travaile, (660) 1750 
As w© had wonne hit with labour , 

For that is dere boglit honour 
At regard of our greto ©se 
And 5 it thou most us more plese , 

Let us be liolden eolc, therto, 1755 

Worthy, wyse, and gode also. 

And riche, and happy unto love 
For goddes love, that sit above. 

Though we may not the body have 
Of wimmen, yet, so god yow save ’ (670) 1760 
Let men glewe on us the name , 

Suffyceth tliat we han the fame ’ 

‘ I graunte,’ quod she, ‘ by my trouthe ’ 
Now, Eolus, with-outen slouthe, 

Tdk out thy trumpe of gold, flet see, 1765 
And blow as they han axed mo, 

That every man wene hem at ese, 

Though they gon in ful baddo lese ^ 

This Eolus gan hit so blowe, (679) 1769 
That through the woild hit was y- 
knowe 

Tho com the seventh route anoon. 

And fel on kne^s everichoon. 

And seyde, ‘ Lady, graunte us gone 
The same thing, the same bone, 

That [ye] this nexte folk han doon ’ 177*) 

‘ Fy on yow,’ quod she, ‘ everichoon ’ 

Ye masty swyn, ye ydel wrecches, 

Ful of roten slowe tecches ' 

What ? false theves ’ wher ye wolde 
Be famous good, and no-thing nolde (690) 
Deserve why, ne never roughte ? 1781 

Men rather yow to-hangen oughte ’ 

For ye be lyk the sweynte cat. 

That wolde have fish , but wostow what ? 
He wolde no-thing wete his clowes 1785 
Yvel thrift come on your jowes. 

And eek on mjm, if I hit graunte, 

Or do yow favour, yow to avaunte ’ 

Thou Eolus, thou king of Trace • 

Go, blow this folk a sory grace,’ (700) 1790 
Quod she, ‘ anoon , and wostow how ^ 

As I shal telle thee right now , 

Sey “ These ben they that wolde honour 
Have, and do noskinnes labour. 

He do no good, and yit han laude , 1795 

And that men wende that bele Isaudo 


He coude hem noght of love weme , 

And yit she that grint at a queme 
Is al to good to ese hir herte ” ’ 

This Eolus anon up sterte, (710) 1800 
And with his blakke clarioun 
He gan to blasen out a soun. 

As loude as belweth wmd m helle 
And eek therwith, [the] sooth to telle, 
This soun was [al] so ful of japes, 1805 
As ever mowes were m apes 
And that wente al the world aboute, 

That every wight gan on hem shout e. 
And for to laughe as they were wode , 
Such game fonde they in hir hode (720) 
Tho com another company©, i8ii 

That had y-doon the traiterye, 

Tho harm, the 'f'gretest wikkednesse 
That any herte couthe gosse , 

And preyed hir to han good fame, 1815 
And that she nolde hem doon no 
shame. 

But yeve hem loos and good renoun. 

And do hit blowe in clarioun 
‘ Nay, wis ' ' quod she, ‘ hit were a 
vyce , 

Al be ther in me no justyce, (730) 18-20 
Me listeth not to do hit now, 

Ne this nil I not graunte you ’ 

Tho come ther lepinge in a route, 

And gonne choppen al aboute 

Every min upon the croune, 1825 

That al the halle gan to soune, 

And sejden ‘Lady, lefe and dere. 

We ben swich folk as ye mowe here 
To tellen al the tale anght, 

We ben shrewes, every wight, (740) 1830 
And han delyt in wikkednesse. 

As gode folk han in goodnesse , 

And joy© to be knowen shrewes. 

And fulle of vyce and wikked thewes , 
Wherfor we preyen yow, a-rowe, 1835 
That our fame swich be knowe 
In alle thing right as hit is ’ 

‘ I graunte hit yow,’ quod she, ‘ y-wis 
But what art thou that seyst this tale. 
That werest on thy hose a pale, (750) 1840 
And on thy tipet swiche a belle ’ ’ 

‘ Madame,’ quod he, ‘ sooth to telle, 

I am that like shrewe, y-wis. 

That brende the temple of Isidis 
In Athenes, lo, that citee ’ 1845 
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‘And wherfor didest thou so?’ quod 
she 

‘ By my thrift,’ quod he, ‘ madame, 

I wolde fayn han had a fame. 

As other iolk hadde in the toun, 

Al-thogh they were of greet renoun {760) 
For hir vertu and ior hir thewes , i8«>i 

Thoughte I, as greet a fame han shrewes, 
Thogh hit be fbut for shrewednesse, 

As gode folk han for goodnesse , 

And sith I may not have that con, i8*;5 
That other ml I noght for-goon 
And for to gette of Fames hyre, 

The temple sette I al a-fyre 
Now do our loos be blowen swythc. 

As wisly be thou over blythe ’ (770) i860 

‘ Gladly,’ quod she , ‘ thou Eolus, 
Horestow not what they preyen us ? ’ 

‘ Madame, yis, ful wel,’ quod he, 

‘ And I wil trumpen hit, parde ’ ’ 

And tok his blakke trumpe faste, 1865 
And gan to puffen and to blast e, 

Til hit was at the worldes ende 
With that I gan about e wende , 

For oon that stood right at my bak, 

Mo thoughte, goodly to me spak, (780) 1870 
And seyde ‘ Frend, what is thy name ? 
Artow come hider to han fame ? ’ 

‘ Nay, for-sothe, frend ’ ’ quod I , 

‘ I cam noght hider, graunt mercy ’ 

For no swich cause, by my heed ’ 187s 

Suffycoth me, as I were deed, 

That no wight have my name in 
honde 

I woot my self best how I stonde , 

For what I drye or what I thinke, 

I wol my-selvon al hit drinko, (790) 1880 
Certeyn, for the more part, 

As ferforth as I can myn art ’ 

‘ But what dost thou here than ?’ quod he 
Quod I, ‘ that wol I tellen thee, 

The cause why I stondg here — 188s; 

Som newe tydmgs for to lere — 

Som newe fthinges, I not what, 

Tydinges, other this or that. 

Of love, or swiche thinges glade 

For certeynly, he that me made (800) 1890 

To comen hider, seyde me, 

I shulde bothe here and see. 

In this place, wonder thinges , 

But these be no swiche tydinges 


As I mene of ’ ‘ No ? ’ quod he 1895 

And I answerde, ‘ No, pardee ! 

For wel I f wiste, ever yit, 

Sith that first I hadde wit. 

That som folk han desyred fame 
Dyversly, and loos, and name , (Sio) 1900 
But certeynly, I niste how 
Ne wher that Fame "f-dwelte, er now , 

Ne eek of hir descripcioun, 

Ne also hir condicioun, 

Ne the ordre of hir dome, 1905 

Unto the tyme I hider come ’ 

‘ f Whiche be, lo, these tydinges. 

That thou now [thus] hider bnnges, 

That thou hast herd ? ’ quod he to me , 

‘ But now, no fors , for wel I see (820) 1910 
What thou desyrest for to here 
Com forth, and stond no longer here. 

And I wol thee, with-outen drede, 

In swich another place lede, 

Ther thou shalt here many oon ' 1915 

Tho gan I forth with him to goon 
Out of the castel, soth to seye 
Tho saugh I stonde m a valeye, 

Under the castel, faste by. 

An hous, that domu 8 Dedali^ (830) 1920 
That Labortntus cleped is, 

Nas maad so wonderhche, y-wis, 

Ne half so queynteliche y-wrought 
And evermo, so swift as thought. 

This queynte hous aboute wente, 1925 
That never-mo hit stille stente 
And ther-out com so greet a noise, 

That, had hit stonden upon Oise, 

Men mighte hit han herd esely 
To Borne, I trowe sikerly (840) 1930 

And the noyse which that I herde. 

For al the world right so hit ferde, 

As doth the routing of the stoon 
That from th’engyn is leten goon 
And al this hous, of whiche I rede, 1935 
Was made of twigges, falwe, rede. 

And grene eek, and som weren whyte, 
Swiche as men to these cages thwyte, 

Or maken of these paniers, 

Or elles f hottes or dossers , (850) 1940 

That, for tho swough and for the 
twigges. 

This hous was also ful of gigges, 

And also ful eek of chirkinges, 

And of many other werkmges . 
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And eek this hous hath of entrees 1945 
As fele as leves been on trees 
In somer, whan they grene been , 

And on the roof men may yit seen 
A thousand holes, and wel mo, 

To leten wel the soun out go (860) 1950 
And by day, m eyery tyde, 

Ben al the dores open wyde, 

And by night, echoon, unshette , 

Ne porter ther is non to lette 

No maner tydings in to pace , 1955 

Ne never reste is in that place. 

That hit nis fild ful of tydinges, 

Other loude, or of whispringes , 

And, over alle the houses angles, 
Isfulofrouningesand of jangles (870) 196a 
Of fwerre, of pees, of manages, 

Of freste, of labour of viages. 

Of abood, of deeth, of lyfe. 

Of love, of hate, acorde, of stryfe, 

Of loos, of lore, and of winninges, 1965 

Of hele, of sekenesse, of bildmges, 

Of faire windes, fof tempestes, 

Of qualme of folk, and eek of bestes , 

Of dyvers transmutaciouns 

Of estats, and eek of regiouns , (880) 1970 

Of trust, of drede, of jelousye, 

Of wit, of winnmge, of folye , 

Of plentee, and of greet famyne. 

Of ohepe, of derth, and of ruyne , 

Of good or fmis governement, 1975 

Of fyr, of dyvers accident 
And lo, this hous, of whicho I wryte, 
Siker be ye, hit nas not lyte , 

For hit was sixty myle of length e , 

Al was the timber of no strengthe, (890) 
Yet hit IS founded to endure 1981 

Whyl that it list to Aventure, 

That is the moder of tydinges. 

As the see of welles and springes, — 

And hit was shapen lyk a cage 1985 

‘ Certes,’ quod I, ‘ in al myn age, 

Ne saugh I swich a hous as this ’ 

And as I wondred me, y-wis. 

Upon this hous, tho war was I 

How that myn egle, faste by, (900) 1990 

Was perched hye upon a stoon , 

And I gan streighte to him goon 

And seyde thus ‘ I preye thee 

That thou a whyl abyde me 

For goddes love and let me seen 1995 


What wondres in this place been , 

For yit, paraventure, I may lere 
Som good ther-on, or sumwhat here 
That leef me were, or that I wente ’ 

‘ Peter » that is myn entente,’ (910) 2000 
Quod he to me , ‘ therfor I dwelle , 

But certein, oon thing I thee telle. 

That, but I brmge thee ther mne, 

Ne shalt thou never cunne ginne 
To come in-to hit, out of doute, 2005 
So faste hit whirleth, lo, aboute 
But sith that Joves, of his grace. 

As I have seyd, wol thee solace 
Fynally with f swiche thinges, 

Uncouthe sightes and tydinges, (920) 2010 
To passe with thyn hevinesse , 

Suche routhe hath he of thy distresse, 
That thou suffrest debonairly — 

And west thy-selven utterly 
Disesperat of alle blis, 2015 

Sith that Fortune hath maad a-mis 
The ffruit of al thyn hortes reste 
Languisshe and eek in point to breste — 
That he, through his mighty meryte, 

Wol do thee ese, al be hit lyte, (930) 2020 
And fyaf expres commaundement, 

To whiche I am obedient. 

To furthre thee with al my might, 

And wisse and teche thee aright 
Wher thou maist most tydinges here , 2025 
Shaltow fanoon heer many oon lere ’ 
With this worde he, right anoon, 

Hente me up bitwene his toon. 

And at a windowe in mo broghte, 2029 
That in this hous was, as me thoghte — (940) 
And ther-withal, me thoghte hit stente. 
And no-thing hit aboute wente — 

And me sette in the flore adoun 
But which a congregacioun 
Of folk, as I saugh rome aboute, 2035 
Some within and some withoute, 

Nas never seen, ne shal ben eft , 

That, certes, in the world nis left 
So many formed by Nature, 

Ne deed so many a creature , (950) 2040 

That wel unethe, in that place, 

Hadde I oon foot-brede of space , 

And every wight that I saugh there 
Kouned ech in otheres ere 
A newe tyding prevely, 2045 

Or elles tolde al openly 
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Bight thus, and seyde ‘ Nost not 
thou 

That IS betid, lo, late or now ? ’ 

‘ No,’ quod fthe other, ‘tel me what ,* — 
And than he tolde him this and that, (960) 
And swoor ther to that hit was sooth — 
‘Thus hath he seyd’ — and ‘Thus he 
dooth ’ — 20^2 

‘fThus shal hit be’ — ‘fThus herde I 
seye ’ — 

‘ That shal be found ’ — ‘ That dar I 
leye ’ — 

That al the folk that is a-lyve 2055 

Ne han the cunning to discryve 
The thinges that I herde there, 

What aloude, and what in ere 
But al the wonder-most was this — 
Whan oon had herd a thing, y-wis, (970) 
He com 'j'forth to another wight, 2061 
And gan him tellen, anoon-nght, 

The same that to him was told, 

Or hit a furlong way was old, 

But gan somwhat for to echo 2065 

To this tyding in this speche 
More than hit ever was 
And nat so sone departed nas 
That he fro him, that he no mette 
With the thridde , and, or he lette (9S0) 
Any stounde, he tolde him als , 2071 

Were the tyding sooth or fals, 

Yit wolde he telle hit natholees 
And evermo with more cncrecs 
Than hit was erst Thus north and 
southe 2075 

Went every fword fro mouth to moutlie. 
And that encresing ever mo, 

As fyr IS wont to quikke and go 
From a sparke spronge amis. 

Til al a citee brent up is (990) 2080 

And, whan that was ful y spronge. 

And woxon more on every tonge 
Than ever hit was, fliit wente anoon 
Up to a windowe, out to goon , 

Or, but hit mights out ther pace, 2085 
Hit gan out crepe at som crevace. 

And fleigh forth faste for the nones 
And somtyme saugh I tho, at ones, 

A lesing and a sad soth-sawe. 

That gonne of aventure drawe (1000) 2090 
Out at a windowe for to pace , 

And, when they metten in that place, 


They were a-chekked bothe two, 

And neither of hem moste out go , 

For other so they gonne croude, 2095 
Til eche of hem gan cryen loude, 

‘ Lat me go first ’ ’ ‘ Nay, but lat me ! 

And hero I wol ensuren thee 
With the nones that thou wolt do so. 
That I shal never fro thee go, (1010) 2100 
But be th5m owne sworen brother ’ 

We wil medle us ech with other. 

That no man, be he never so wrothe, 

Shal han f that oon of two, but bothe 
At ones, al beside his leve, 2105 

Come we a-morwe or on eve. 

Bo we cryed or stillo y-rouned ’ 

Thus saugh I fals and sooth com- 
pouned 

Togeder flee for 00 tydinge 
Thus out at holes gonne wringe (1020) 
Every tyding streight to Fame , 21 ii 

And she gan yeven eche his name. 

After hir disposicioun. 

And yaf hem eek duracioun. 

Some to wexe and wane sone, 2115 

As dooth the faire whjde mone. 

And leet hem gon Ther mighte I 
seen 

Wenged wondres faste fleen. 

Twenty thousand in a route, 

As Eolus hem blew aboute (1030) 2120 
And, lord ’ this hous, in alle tymes. 
Was ful of shipmen and pilgrymes, 

With scrippes bret-ful of lesinges, 
Entremedled with tydinges. 

And eek alone by hem-selve 2125 

O, many a thousand tymes twelve 
Saugh I eek of these pardoneres, 
Currours, and eek messangeres. 

With boistos crammed ful of lyes 
As ever vessel was with lyes. (1040) 2130 
And as I alther-fastest y. ente 
Aboute, and dide al myn entente 
Me for to pleye and for to lere, 

And eek a ding for to hero. 

That I had herd of som contree 2135 
That shal not now be told lor me , — 

For hit no nede is, redely , 

Folk can singe hit bet than I , 

For al mot out, other late or rathe, 

Alle the sheves in the lathe , — (1050) 214a 
I herde a gret noise withalle 
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In a corner of the halle, 

Tlier men of love tydmgs tolde, 

And I gan thiderward beholde , 

Por I saugh renninge every wight, 2145 
As faste as that they hadden might , 

And everich cryed, ‘ What thing is 
that?' 

And som seydo I not never what 
And whan they were alle on an hepe, 

Tho hehmde gonne np lepe, (ro6o) 2150 


And clamben np on othere faste, 

And up the fncse on hye caste, 

And tioden faste on othere heles 
And stampe, as men don after eles 
Atte laste I saugh a man, 2155 

Which that I [nevene] naught ne can , 
But he semed for to be 
A man of greet auctontee (lads'! 2158 

( Unfinished ) 



THE LEGEND OE GOOD WOMEN, 


Tfxt a {Earlier Version) 

The prologe of ix goode Wimmen 

A THOUSAND sytlies havo I herd men 
telle, 

That ther is joye in hovon, and peyne in 
helle , 

And I acorde wel that hit be so , 

But natholes, this wot I wol also, 

That ther nis noon that dwelloth in this 
contrce, 5 

That either hath in helle or heven y-be, 
Ne may of hit non other weyes witen. 

But as ho hath herd seyd, or founde hit 
writon , 

For by assay ther may no man hit preve 
But goddes forbode, but men shulde leve 
Wel more thing then men han seen with 
ye ' II 

Men shal nat wonen every-thing a lye 
For that he seigh it nat of yore ago 
God wot, a thing is never the Icsse so 

Thogh every wight ne may hit nat y-seo 
Bernard the monk no saugh nat al, parde ’ 
Than mote we to bokes that we finde. 
Through which that olde thinges been in 
mindo, 

And to the doctrine of these olde wyse, 
Yevon credence, in every skilful wyse, 20 
And trowen on these olde aproved stories 
Of holinesse, of regnes, of victories, 

Of love, of hate, of other sundry thinges. 
Of whiche I may not maken rehersinges 
And if that olde bokes were a-weye, 2? 
Y-loren were of remembraunce the keye 
Wel oghte us than on olde bokes leve, 


Text B {Later Version) 

The prologe of ix goode Wimmen 

A 1 nous AND tymes have I herd men 
telle. 

That ther is joye in heven, and peyne in 
helle , 

And I acorde wel that hit is so , 

But natheles, yit wot I wel also. 

That ther ms noon dwelling in this 
contrce, 5 

That either hath in heven or hello y-be, 
Ne may of hit non other weyes witen, 
But as he hath herd seyd, or founde hit 
wnten , 

For by assay ther may no man hit pieve 
But god forbede but men shulde leve 10 
Wol more thing then men han seen with 
ye ’ 

Men shal nat wenen every-thmg a lye 
But-if him-self hit soeth, or elles dooth , 
For, god wot, thing is never the lasse 
sooth, 14 

Thogh every wight ne may hit nat y-see. 
Bernard the monk ne saugh nat al, parde ’ 
Than mote we to bokes that we finde, 
Through which that olde thinges been in 
minde. 

And to the doctrine of these olde wyse, 
Yeve crodenoe, in every skilful wyse, 20 
That tellen of these olde approved stones, 
Of holinesse, of regnes, of victories, 

Of love, of hate, of other sundry thinges, 
Of whiche I may not maken rehersinges 
And if that olde bokes were a-weye, 25 
Y-loren were of remembraunce the keye 
Wel oghte us than honouren and bele\ e 
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Ther-as ther is non other assay by preve 
And, as for me, though that my wit be 
lyte, 

On bokes for to rede I me delyte, 

And in myn herte have hem in reverence , 

And to hem yeve swich lust and swich 
credence, 

That ther is wel unethe game noon 
That from my bokes make me to goon. 
But hit be other up-on the haly-day, 35 
Or elles in the joly tyme of May , 

Whan that I here the smale foules singe. 

And that the floures ginne for to springe, 
JFarwel my studie, as lasting that sesoun ’ 
Now have I therto this condicioun 40 
That, of alle the floures in the mede, 
Than love I most these floures whyte and 
rede, 

Swiche as men callen daysies in our toun 
To hem have I so greet affeccioun, 44 
As I seyde erst, whan comen is the May, 
That in my bed ther daweth me no day 
That I nam up, and walking in the mede 
To seen these floures agoin the sonne 
sprede. 

Whan it up-riseth by the morwe shene, 49 
The longe day, thus walking in the grene 
And whan the sonne ginneth for to weste, 
Than closeth hit, and draweth hit to reste 
So sore hit is afered of the night, 

Til on the morwe, that hit is dayes light 
This dayesye, of alle floures flour, t;5 
Fulfild of vertu and of alle honour. 

And ever y-lyke fair and fresh of hewe, 
As wel in winter as in somer newe. 


[Of 11 51-3, above ] 


These bokes, ther we han non other preve 
And as for me, thogh that I can but 
lyte. 

On bokes for to rede I me delyte, 30 
And to hem yeve I feyth and ful 
credence. 

And in myn herte have hem in reverence 

So hertely, that ther is game noon 
That fro my bokes maketh me to goon, 
But hit be seldom, on the holyday , 35 

Save, certeynly, whan that the month of 
May 

Is comen, and that I here the foules 
singe. 

And that the floures ginnen for to springe, 
Farwel my book and my devocioun ' 

Now have I than swich a condicioun. 
That, of alle the floures in the mede, 4 1 
Than love I most these floures whyte and 
rode, 

Swiche as men callen daysies in our toun 
To hem have I so greet alfoccioun, 44 
As I seyde erst, whan comen is the May, 
That in my bed ther daweth me no daj 
That I nam up, and walking in the mede 
To seen this flour agein the sonne sprede, 

Whan hit upryseth erly by the morwe , 
That blisful sighte softneth al my sorwe. 
So glad am I whan that I have presence 
Of hit, to doon al manor reverence, 52 


As she, that is of alle floures flour. 
Fulfilled of al vertu and honour, 54 

And ever y-lyke fair, and fresh of hewe , 
And I love hit, and ever y-lyke newe. 
And over shal, til that myn herte dye , 

Al swere I nat, of this I wol nat lye, 

Ther loved no wight hotter in his lyve 
And whan that hit 13 eve, I renne 
blyve, 60 

As sone as ever the sonne ginneth weste. 
To seen this flour, how it wol go to reste. 
For fere of night, so hateth she derknesse ’ 
Hit chere is pleynly sprad in the bright- 
nesse 

Of the sonne, for ther hit wol unclose 65 
Allas ' that I ne had English, ryme or 
prose, 
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Fain wolde I preisen, if I coude aright , 59 
But wo IS me, hit lyth nat in my might ’ 


For wel I wot, that folk han her-beforn 
Of making ropen, and lad a-woy the corn , 
And I come after, glening here and 
there, 

And am ful glad if I may finde an ere 
Of any goodly word that they han left 65 
And, if hit happe me rehersen eft 
That they han in her fresshe songes sayd, 
I hope that they wil nat ben evel apayd, 
Sith hit IS seid in forthering and honour 
Of hem that either serven leef or flour 70 


[Cf p col 2, 11 188-196 ] 

For trusteth wel, I no have nat under- 
take 

As of the leef, agej n the flour, to make , 
Ne of the flour to make, ageyn the leef, 
No more than of the corn ageyn the 
sheef 

Foi, as to mo, is leefer noon ne lother , 715 
I am with-holde yit with never nother 
I not who serveth leef, no who the flour , 
That nis nothing the entent of my labour 
For this work is al of another tunne, 79 
Of olde story, er swicli stryf was begunne 
But wherfor that I spak, to yeve cie- 
dence 

To bokes olde and doon hem reverence, 

Is for men shuldo autoritees boleve, 

Ther as ther lyth non other assay by 
preve 

For myn entent is, or I fro yow fare, 85 
The naked text in English to declare 
Of many a story, or elles of many a geste. 
As autours seyn , leveth hem if y ow leste 1 


Suffisant this flour to preyse aright * 

But helpeth, ye that han conning and 
might, 

Ye lovers, that can make of sentement , 
In this cas oghte ;y 0 be diligent 70 

To forthren me somwhat in my labour. 
Whether ye ben with the leef or with the 
flour 

For wel I wot, that ye han her-bifom 
Of making ropen, and lad awey the corn , 
And I come after, glening here and 
there, 7^ 

And am ful glad if I may finde an ere 
Of any goodly word that ye han left 
And thogh it happen me rehercen eft 
That ye han in your fresshe songes sayd, 
For-bereth me, and beth nat evel apayd, 
Sm that ye see I do hit in the honour 81 
Of love, and eek in service of the flour, 
Whom that I serve as I have wit or 
might 

She is the clernesse and the verray light, 
That m this deike worlde me wynt and 
ledeth, 85 

The herte in-with my sorowful brest yow 
dredeth, 

And loveth so sore, that ye ben verrayly 
The maistresse of my wit, and nothing I 
My word, my werk, is knit so m your 
bonde. 

That, as an harpe obeyeth to the honde 90 
And maketh hit soune after his finger- 
inge. 

Right so mowe ye out of myn herte 
bringe 

Swich vois, right as yow list, to laughe 
or pleyne 

Be ye my gyde and lady soaereyne , 

As to mjm erthly god, to yow I calle, 95 
Bothe in this werke and in my sorwes 
alle 

But wherfor that I spak, to give cre- 
dence 

To olde stories, and doon hem reverence, 
And that men mosten more thing bele\ e 
Then men may seen at eye or elles preve ? 

That shal I seyn, whan that I see my 
tyme , 101 

I may not al at ones speke in ryme 
My besy gost, that thrusteth alwoy newe 
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Wlian passed was almost the month of 
May, 

And I had romod, al the someres day, 90 
The grene medew, of which that I yow 
tolde, 

Upon the fresshe daysy to beholde, 

And that the sonne out of the south 
weste, 

And closed was the flour and goon to 
reste 

For derknesse of the night, of which she 
dredde, 0'> 

Hoorn to myn hous ful swiftly I me 
speddo , 

And, in a littl erber that I ha\e, 
Y-benched ncwo with turves fresshe j- 
grave, 

I had men shulde me my t ouche make , 
For deyntce of the nowe someres sake, 100 
I had hem strowe floures on my bed 
T^Tian I was layd, and had myn eyen hed, 
I fel a-slepe with-m an houre or two 
Me mette how I was in the medew tho, 
And that I romed in that same gyse, 105 
To seen that flour, as yo han herd devyse 
Fair was this medew, as thoughte me 
overal , 

With floures swote enhrowdod was it al , 

As for to spoke of gomme, or erbe, or 
tree, 

Comparisoun may noon y-maked be 110 
For hit surmounted i)leynly alle odoures. 
And eek of riche beaute alle floures 
Forgeten had the erthe his pore estat 
Of winter, that him naked made and mat, 
And with his swerd of cold so sore had 
greved ii:^ 

Now had the atempre sonne al that re- 
leved. 

And clothed him in grene al newe agayn 
The smale foules, of the seson fa3ai. 

That from the panter and the net ben 
scaped, 119 

Upon the fouler, that hem made a-whaped 
In winter, and distroyed had hir brood, 


To seen this flour so yong, so fresh of 
hewe, 

Constreynod me with so gledy desyr, 105 
That in my herte I fele yit the fyr, 

That made me to ryse er hit wer day — 
And this was now the firste morwe of 
May — 

With dredful herte and glad devocioun. 
For to ben at the resureccioun 110 

Of this flour, whan that it shuld unclose 
Agayn the sonne, that roos as rede as 
lose, 

That in the brest was of the beste that 
day. 

That Agenores doghter laddc awa-v 114 
[Cf p 354, col 2, 11 197-210 ] 


And doun on knees anon right I mo sette, 
And, as I ooude, this fresshe flour I grette , 
Kncling alwey, til hit unclosed was, 

Upon the smale softe swote gras. 

That w IS with floures swote enbrouded al, 

Of swicli swetnesse and swich odour 
over-al, 120 

Tlidt, for to siieko of gomme, or herbe, or 
tree, 

Comiiarisoun may noon y-maked be , 

For hit surmounteth pleynly alle odoures, 
And eek of riche beautee alle floures 
Forgeten had the erthe his pore estat 125 
Of winter, that him naked made and mat. 
And with his swerd of cold so sore greved , 

Now hath the atempre sonne al that re- 
leved 

That naked was, and clad hit new agayn 
The smale foules, of the seson fayn, 130 
That from the panter and the net ben 
scaped. 

Upon the fouler, that hem made a-whaped 
In winter, and distroyed had hir brood, 
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III his despyt, hem thoughte hit did hem 
good 

To singe of him, and in hir song despyse 
The foule cherl that, tor his covetyse, 124 
Had hem betrayed with his sophistrye 
This was hir song — ‘ the fouler wo dotye ’ ’ 
Somme songen [layes] on the braunches 
clere 

Of love and [May], that joye hit was to 
here, 

In woi ship and in preysing of hir make, 
And of the newe blisful someres sake, 130 


That songen, ‘ blissed be seynt Valentyn ’ 
[For] at his day I chees yow to be myn. 
With oute repenting, myn herte swete ’’ 
And therwith-al hir bekes gonnen mete 
fThey dide honour ind humble obei- 
saunces, i:^c; 

And affcei diden other obsei vaunces 

Eight [plesing] un-to love and to nature , 
So ech of hem [doth wcl] to creature 
This song to herkne I dide al myn 
entente, 13Q 

For- why I mette I wiste what they monte 


In his despyt, hem thoughte hit did hem 
good 134 

To singe of him, and in hir song despyse 
The foule cherl that, for his covetyse. 
Had hem betrayed with his sophistrye 
This was hir song — ‘ the fouler we defye, 
And al his craft ' ’ And somme songen 
clere 139 

Layes of love, that joye hit was to here. 

In worshipinge and preisinge of hir make 
And, for the ncwo blisful somers salve. 
Upon the braunches ful of blosmes softe, 
In hir delyt, they turned hem ful ofte, 144 
And songen, ‘ blessed be seynt Valentyn ’ 
For on his d ly I chees yow to be myn, 
Withouten repenting, myn herte swete ’ ’ 
And therwith-al Inr bekes gonnen mete, 
Yelding honoui and humble obeisaunces 

To love, and diden hir other obser- 
vaunces 150 

That longeth unto love and to nature , 
Constructh that as yow list, I do no cure 
And tho that hadde doon unkinde- 
nessc — 

As dooth tho tydif, for new-fangelnesso — 
Besoghte mercy of hii trespassinge, 155 
And humblely songen hir repentinge. 
And sworen on the blosmes to bo trowe, 
feo that hii makes woldo upon hem rewe, 
And at the laste madon hir acord 
Al founde they Daunger lor a tyme a 
lord, 160 

Yet Pitee, through his stronge gentil 
might, 

Forgaf, and made Mercy passen Eight, 
Through innocence and ruled curtosyo 
But I ne clepe nat innocence folye, 

Ne fals piteo, for ‘ vertu is tho mene,’ 165 
As Etik saith, in swich manere I mene 
And thus thise foules, voide of al malyce, 
Acordoden to love, and laften vyce 
Of hate, and songen alle of oon acord, 

* Welcome, somer, our governour ai d 
lord’’ 170 

And Zephirus and Flora gentilly 
Yaf to the floures, softe and tenderly, 

Hir swote breth, and made hem for to 
sprede, 

As god and goddesse of the floury mede , 
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i In 'which me thoglite I mighte, day by 

I 175 

I Dwellen al'wey, the joly month of May, 
j Withouten sleep, withouten mete or 
I drinke 

I A-doun ful softcly I gan to sinke , 
j And, lonmge on myn elbowe and my 
syde, 179 

The longe day I shoop me for to abydo 
I For nothing elles, and I shal nat lye, 

But for to loko upon the dayesye. 

That "wel by reson men hit calle may 
The ‘ dayesye ’ or elles the ‘ ye of day,’ 
Tlio emperioe and flour of floures alle 185 
! I pray to god that faire mot she falle, 
And alio that loven flouies, for hir sake ’ 
[Cf p 351, col I, 11 71-80 J But natheles, ne 'wene nat that I make 

In preysing ot the floui agayn the leef. 
No more than of the corn agayn the 
sheef 190 

For, as to me, ms lever noon ne lother , 

I nam 'with-holden yit 'with never nother 
Ne I not 'who sorveth leef, ne who the 
flour , 

Wei brouken they hir service or labour , 
For this thing is al of another tonne, ic 5 
Of olde story, or swich thing was be- 
gonne 

fCJi’ p 352, col I, 11 93-106] Wlian that the sonne out of the south 

gan weste. 

And that this flour gan close and goon to 
leste 

For derknesse of the night, the whicli she 
dredde, 

Hoorn to myn hous ful swiftly I me 
spodde 200 

To goon to reste, and erly for to ryse. 

To seen this floiii to sprede, as I devyse 
And, in a litel herber that I have, 

Tliat benched was on turves fresshe y- 
grave, 204 

I bad men sholde me my couche make , 
For deyntee of the newo someics sake, 

I bad hem strawen floures on my bed 
Whan I was leyd, and had myn ejen 


hed, 

Til at the laste a larke song above 141 I fel on slope in-with an houre or two , 

‘ I see,’ quod she, ‘ the mighty god of love ’ Me motto how I lay in the medew tho, 2 10 
Lo ’ yond ho cometh, I see his winges To seen this flour that I so love and drede 
sprede ' ’ 

Tho gan I loken endelong the mede, i And from a-fer com walking in the mede 
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And saw him come, and in his bond a 
quene, 145 

Clothed in ryal abite al of grene 
A fret of gold she hadde next hir heer, 
And Tip-on that a wliyt coroun she beer 
With many floures, and I shal nat lye , 
For al the world, right as the dayesye 150 
I-coroned is with whyte leves lyto, 

Swich were the floures of hir coroun 
whyte 

For of o perle fyn and oriental 
Hir whyte coroun was y-maked al , 

For which the whyte coroun, above the 
grene, iS5 

Made hir lyk a daysie for to sene, 
Considered eok the fret of gold above 
Y-clothed was this mighty god of love 
Of silk, y brouded ful of grene greves , 

A garlond on his hoed of rose- leves 160 
Sttked al with lilio floures newc , 

But of his face I can nat scyn the hewe 


For sekiily his face shoon so brighte, 

That with the gloem a-stoned was the 
sighte , 164 

A furlong-wey I mighte him nat beholde 
But at the laste in hande I saw him 
liolde 

Two f > ry dartes, as the gledes redo , 

And aungellich his wenges gan he spredo 

And al bo that men seyn that blind is ho, 
Al-gate mo thoughte he mighte wel y-see , 
For sternely on me he gan biholde, 171 
So that his loking doth myn herte colde 
And by the hande he held the noble 
quene, 

Corouned with whyte, and clothed al in 
grene, 

So womanly, so benigne, and so meke, 

Th it in this world, thogh that men wolde 
seko. 

Half hir beautee shulde men nat Unde 
In creature that formed is by kmde, 

Hir name was Alceste the debonayre , 

I prey to god that ever falle she fayro * 180 
For ne hadde confort been of hir iire- 
sence, 

I had be deed, withouten any defence, 


The god of love, and in his hande a 
quene , 

And she was clad in real habit grene 
A fret of gold she hadde next hir heer, 215 
And upon that a whyt coroun she beer 
With florouns smale, and I shal nat 1 /e , 
For al the world, ryght as a dayesye 
Y-corouned is with whyte leves lyte, 219 
So were the florouns of hir coroun 
whyte 

For of o perle fyne, oriental, 

Hir whyte coroun was y-maked al , 

For which the whyte coroun, above the 
grene. 

Made hir lyk a daysie for to sene, 
Considered eok hir fret of gold above 225 
Y-clothed was this mighty god of love 
In silke, enbrouded ful of grene greves, 
In-with a fret of rede rose-leves. 

The fresshest sin the world was first 
bigonne 229 

His gilte heer was corouned with a sonne, 
In-stede of gold, for hevmesse and wighte , 
Therwith me thoughte his face shoon so 
brighte 


That wel unnethes mighte I him beholde , 
And in his hande mo thoughte I saugh 
him holde 

Two fyry dartes, as the gledes rede , 23 

And aungellyko his winges saugh I 
sprede 

And al bo that men seyn that blind is he, 
Al-gate me thoughte that he mighte see , 
For sternely on me he gan biliolde. 

So that his loking doth myn herte colde 
And by the hande he held this noble 
quene, 241 

Corouned with whyte, and clothed al in 
grene. 

So womanly, so benigne, and so meke. 
That in this world, thogh that men wolde 
seko. 

Half hir beautee shulde men nat finde 245 
In creature that formed is bj kmde 
[Cf p 357, col 2, 11 276-g ] 
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For drede of Loves wordes and his ohere, 
As, whan tyme is, her-after ye shal here 
Byhmd this god of love, up-on this grene, 
I saw cominge of ladyes nyntene 186 
In ryal abite, a ful esy pas, 

And after hem com of wemen swich a tras 
That, sin that god Adam made of erthe. 
The thredde part of wemen, ne thefertho, 
Ne wende I nat by possibilitee 191 

Hadden ever in this world y-be , 

And trewe of love thise wemen were 
Gchoon 

Now whether was that a wonder thing 
or noon, 

That, right anoon as that they gonne 
espye 195 

This flour, which that I clepe the dayesye, 
Ful sodeinly they stinten alle at-ones. 
And kneled adoun, as it were for the 
nones 

And after that they wenten in compas, 
Daunsinge aboute this flour an esy pas, 200 
And songen, as it were in carole-wyse. 
This balade, which that I shal yow devyse 


Balade 

Hyd, Absolon, thy gilte tresses clere , 
Ester, ley thou thy meknesse al a-doun , 
Hyd, Jonathas, al thy frendly manere , 205 
Penalopee, and Marcia Catoun, 

Mak of your wyf hod no comparisoun , 
Hyde ye your beautes, Isoude and Eleyne, 
Alceste is here, that althat may desteyne 

Thy faire bodye, lat hit nat appere, 210 
Lavyne , and thou, Lucresse of Some 
toun, 

And Polixene, that boghte love so dere, 
Eek Cleopatre, with al thy passioun, 
Hyde ye your trouthe in love and your 
renoun , 

And thou, Tisbe, that hast for love swich 
peyne 215 

Alceste is here, that al that may desteyne 

Herro, Dido, Laudomia, alle in fere, 

Eek Phyllis, hanging for thy Demoj^houn, 
And Canace, espyed by thy chere, 
Ysiphile, betrayed with Jasoun, 220 


P 357 j coh 2, 11 280-396 ] 


And therfor may T scyn, as thmketh mo, 
This song, in preysing of this lady fre 


Balade 

Hyd, Absolon, thy gilto tresses clere , 249 
Ester, ley thou thy meknesse al a-doun , 
Hyd, Jonathas, al thy frendly manere , 
Penalopee, and Marcia Catoun, 

Mak of your wyfhod no comparisoun , 
Hyde yo your beautes, Isoude and Eleyne, 
My lady cometh, that al this may dis- 
teyno 255 

Thy faire body, lat hit nat appere, 
Lavyne, and thou, Lucresse of Home 
toun. 

And Polixene, that boghten love so dere. 
And Cleopatre, with al thy passioun, 
Hyde ye your trouthe of love and your 
renoun , 260 

And thou, Tisbe, that hast of love swich 
peyne , 

My lady cometh, that al this may dis- 
teyne 

Herro, Dido, Laudomia, alle y-fere. 

And Phyllis, hanging for thy Demophoun, 
And Canace, espyed by thy chere, 265 
Ysiphile, betraysed with Jasoun, 



^rofogue. (^we (TOtteions.) 


357 


Mak of yonr trouthe in love no host ne 
soun , 

Nor Ypermistre or Adriane, ne pleyno , 
Alceste is here, that al that may desteyne 

Whan that this balade al y-songen was, 


[Cf pp 355 - 6 , col I, 11 179-198 ] 


Upon the softe and swote grene gras, 225 
They setten hem ful softely adoun, 

By ordre alle in compas, alle enveroun 
Birst sat the god of love, and than this 
quene 

With the whyte coroim, clad in grene , 
And sithen al the remenant by and by, 
As they were of degree, ful ourteisly , 231 


Maketh of your trouthe nejdiher boost ne 
soun , 

Nor Ypermistre or Adriane, ye tweyne , 
My lady cometh, that al this may dis- 
teyne 

This balade may ful wel y-songen be, 270 
As I have seyd erst, by my lady free , 

For certeynly, alle these mow nat suffyse 
To apperon with my lady in no wyse 
For as the sonne wol the fyr disteyne. 

So passeth al my lady eovereyne, 275 
That IS so good, so fair, so debonaire , 

I prey to god that ever falle hir faire ’ 
For, nadde comfort been of hir presence, 

I had ben deed, withouten any defence, 
For drede of Loves wordes and his chere, 
As, when tyme is, her-after ye shal here 
Behind this god of love, upon the grene, 
I saugh cominge of lady^s nyntene 
In real habit, a ful esy paas , 

And after liem com of women swich a 
traas, 285 

That, sin that god Adam had maad of 
erthe. 

The thridde part of mankynd, or the 
ferthe, 

Ne wende I nat by possibilitee, 

Had ever in this wyde worlds y-be , 

And trewo of love thise women were 
echoon 290 

Now whether was that a wonder thing 
or noon, 

That, right anoon as that they gonne 
espye 

This flour, which that I clepe the dayesye, 
Ful sodeinly they stinten alle at ones. 
And kneled doun, as it were for the 
nones, 295 

And Bongen with o vois, ‘ Hele and honour 
To trouthe of womanhede, and to thisflour 
That berth our alder prys in figunnge ’ 
Hir whyte coroim berth the witnessmge ’’ 
And with that word, a-compas en- 
viroun, 300 

They setten hem ful softely adoun 
First sat the god of love, and sith his 
quene 

With the whyte coroun, clad in grene , 
And sithen al the remenant by and by, 
As they were of estaat, ful curteisly , $0$ 
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Ke nat a word was spoken in tlie place 
The mountancG of a fnrlong-wey of space 
I, lening faste by under a bente, 

Abood, to knowen what this peple mente, 
As stille as any stoon , til at the laste, 236 
The god of love on mo his eve caste, 

And soyde, ‘ who resteth ther ? ’ and I 
answerde 

Un-to his axing, whan that I him herde. 
And seyde, ‘ sir, hit am I ^ , and cam him 
neer, 240 

And sained him Qnod he, ‘ what dostow 
heer 

In my presence, and that so boldoly ? 

For it weio better worthy, treweH, 

A werm to comcn in my sight than 
thon ’ 

‘And wh’v, sir,’ qnod I, ‘and hit lyke 
yow’’ 24*5 

‘ For thon,’ qnod he, ‘ art ther-to nothing 
able 

My servaunts been alle wj so and hononi- 
able 

Thon art my mortal fo and me w arrevest, 

And of myne olde servannts thon mis- 
seyest, 

And hmderosthem, with thy translacionn, 
And lettest folk to han devocionn 2^1 
To serven me, and haldest liit tol^ e 
To troste on me Thou majst hit nat 
denyo , 

For in pleyn text hit nedeth nat to 
glose, 

Thon hast translated the Horn aims of the 
Rose, 2 ^^ 

That IS an heresye ageyns my lawe, 

And makest wyse folk fro me withdrawe 
And thinkest in thy wit, that is fnl cool, 
That he ms but a verray propre fool 
That loveth paramours, to harde and 
hote 260 

Wei wot I ther-by thon beginnest dote 
As olde foies, whan hir spirit fayleth , 
Than blame they folk, and wite nat what 
hem ayleth 

Hast thon nat mad in English eek the 
book 

How that Crisseyde Troilns forsook, 265 
In shewinge how that wemen han don 
mis? 


No nat a word was spoken in the place 
The mountance of a fnrlong-wey of spare 
I kneling by this flour, in good entente 
Abood, to knowen what this peple mente, 
As stille as any stoon , til at the laste, 310 
This god of love on mo his eyen caste. 
And seyde, ‘ who kneleth ther ? ’ and I 
answerde 

Unto his asking, whan that I hit herde. 
And seyde, ‘ sir, hit am I ’ , and com him 
neer, 

And sallied him Quod he, ‘ what dostow 
heer 315 

So nigh myn owne flour, so boldely? 
lor it were better worthy, trewely, 

A worm to noghen neer my flour than 
thon ’ 

‘And why, sir,’ qnod I, ‘and hit lyke 
yow? 

‘ For thon,’ qnod ho, ‘ art ther to nothing 
able 320 

Hit IS my relik, dignc and delytable, 

And thon my fo, and al my folk wer- 
reyest. 

And of myn olde ser\ aunts thou mis- 
Sf yest. 

And hindrest hem, with thy translacionn. 
And lettest folk fiom hii devocionn 325 
To seive me, and boldest hit folyo 
To serve Love Thon may st hit nat rleny e , 

For in pleyn text, with-onten nede of 
glose. 

Thou hast translated the Romannee of 
the Rose, 

That is an heresye ageyns my lawe, 330 
And makest wyse folk fro me withdrawe 


And of Criseyde thon hast seyd as thee 
liste, 

That maketh men to wommen lasse triste. 
That ben as trewe as over was any steel 
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Blit natheles, answero me now to this, Of thyn answere avyse thee right weel 
Why noldest thou as wol han seyd good 
nesse 

Of wemen,as thou hast seyd wikhednesso ? 

Was ther no good matoro in thy minde, 

Ne in alle thy bokes coudost thou nat 
linde 271 

Sum story of women that were goode and 
trewe ? 

Yis ’ god wot, sixty bokes olde and newe 
Hast thou thy-self, alle fullo of stones 
grete, 

That bothe Bomains and eek Grckt s 
treto 27“^ 

Of sundry women, which l^f that they 
ladde, 

And ever an hundred godo ageyn 0011 
badde 

This knoweth god, and alle olerkes eke. 

That usen swicho matercs for to soke 279 
What seilh Valerie, Titus, or Claudian ^ 

What soith Jerome ageyns Jovinian ? 

How clciio maydens, and how tiewe 
wyves, 282 

How stedfast widwes during al hir lyv cs, 

Telleth Jerome , and that nat of a fewe, 

But, I dar seyn, an hundred on a rowo , 

That hit is iiitoo for to redo, and routhc, 

The wo that they enduren for hir troutho 
For to hir love were they so trewe, 

That, rather than they wolde take a 1 
newe. 

They chosen to be dodo in sundiy wyso, 

And deyden, as the story wol dovyse , 291 
And some were biend, and some weie cut 
the hals, 

And some dreynt, for they wolden nat bo 
fals 

For alle keped they hii maydenhed, 

Or elles wedlok, 01 Inr widwehed 29^ 

And this thing was nat kept for holi 
nesse. 

But al for verray vertu and clennessc, 

Ainl for men shulde sette on hem no lak , 

And yit they weren hethen, al the pak, 

That were so sore adrad of alle shame 300 
These olde women kepte so hir name, 

That in this world I trow men shal nat 
hnde 

A man that coude be so trewe and kinde. 

As was the leste woman in that tyde 
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What seith also the epistels of Ovyde 3o*> 
Of trewe wyves, and of hir labour ? 

What Vincent, in his Storial Mirour ? 
Eek al the world of autours maystow 
here, 

Cnsten and liethen, trete of swicli matero , 
It nedeth nat alday thus for t’endjrte 310 
But yit I sey, what eyleth thee to wryte 
The draf of stories, and forgo the corn ? 
By seint Venus, ot whom that I was born, 
Although [that] thou reneyed hast my 
lay, 

As othcre olde foies many a day , 3 1 


Thou shaJt repcnte hit, that hit shal be 
sene ’ ’ 

Than spak Alceste, the worthieste 
queue, 

And seyde, ‘ god, right of your curtesye, 
Ye moten herknen it he can replye 
Ageyns these points that ye ban to him 
meved , 320 

A god ne sholde nat be thus agreved, 

But of his deitee he shal be stable, 

And therto rightful and eek merciable 
He shal nat rightfully his yre wreke 324 
Or he have herd the tother party speke 
Al ne is nat gospel that is to yow pleyned , 
The god of loye herth many a tale 
y-feyned 

For in your court is many a losengeour. 
And many a queynte tot elere acc usour. 
That tabouren in your eres many a thing 
For hate, or for jelous imagining, 331 

And for to han with yow som daliaunce 
Envye(Iprey to godyeye Inr mischaunce ’) 

Is lavender in the grete court alway 
For she ne parteth, neither night ne day. 
Out of the hous of Cesar, thus seith 
Dante , 336 

Who-so that goth, alwey she moot [nat] 
wante 

This man to yow may wrongly been 
accused, 

Ther as by right him oghte been excused 
Or elles, sir, for that this man is nyce, 340 
He may translate a thing in no malyce. 
But for he useth bokes for to make, 


For, thogh that thou reneyed hast my 
lay, 336 

As other wrecches han doon many a day. 
By seynt Venus, that my moder is, 

If that thou live, thou shalt repenten 
this 

So cruelly, that hit shal wel be sene ’ ’ 340 

Tho spak this lady, clothed al in grene, 

And seyde, ‘ god, right of your curtesye. 
Ye moten herknen if he can replye 
Agayns al this that yo han to Iiim 
meved , 

A god ne sholde nat be thus agreved, 345 
But of his deitee he shal be stable, 

And therto gracious and merciable 
And if ve nere a god, that knowen al, 
Than mighte hit he, as I yowtellen shal , 
This man to you may falsly been ac- 
cused, 31^0 

Tlier as by right him oghte been excused 
For in your court is many a losengeour, 
And many a queynte totelere accusour. 
That tabouren in your eres many a soun, 
Right after hir imaginacioun, 335 

To have your daliance, and for envye , 
These been the causes, and I shall nat 
lye 

Envye is lavender of the court alway , 
For she ne parteth, neither night ne day, 
Out of the hous of Cesar, thus seith 
Dante , 360 

Who-so that goth, algate she wol nat 
wante 

[Cf 11 350-1 above ] 

And eek, paraunter, for this man is nyce, 
He mighte doon hit, gessing no malyce, 
But for he useth thinges for to make , 
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And takth. non heed of what matere he 
take , 

Therfor he wioot the Rose and eck 
Cnsseyde 

Of innocence, and niste what he seyd© , 
Or him wasbodcn make thilke tweye 346 
Of som persone, and dnrste hit nat with- 
seye , 

For he hath writen maay a book er this 
He ne hath nat doon so grevonsly amis 
To translaten that olde clerkes wryten, 350 
As thogh that he of malice wolde endytcn 
Dcspyt of lo\ e, and hadde him self y- 
wroght 

This shulde a rightwys lord han m his 
thoght, 

And nat bo lyk tirannts of Lumbardye, 
That usen \viltulhed and tirannye, 3=?^ 
For he that king 01 lord is naturcl, 

Him oghte nat be tiraunt ne cruel, 

As IS a fermour, to doon the harm he can 
He moste thinlve hit is his lige man, 

And that him oweth, of veiray duetee, 360 
fehewen his peple pleyn benignitee, 

And wel to hero hir excusaciouns, 

And hir compleyntos and peticiouns, 

In duowe tymo, whan they shal hit profre 
This IS the sentence of the philosophre 
A king to kepe his liges in j ustyce , 366 

With outen doute, that is his offyee 
And therto is a king ful depe y-swom, 

Ful many an hundred winter heer-biforn , 
And tor to kepe his lordes hir degree, 370 
As hit IS light and skilful that they be 
Enhaunced and honoured, and most 
dere — 

For they ben half-goddes in this woild 
here — 

This shal he doon, bothe to pore [and] 
riche, 

A 1 bo that her estat be nat a-hche, 375 
And han of pore folk compassioun 
For lo, the gentil kind of the lioun ♦ 

For whan a flye offendeth him or byteth. 
He with his tayl awoy the flye smyteth 
A 1 esily , for, of his genteiye, 380 

Him deyneth nat to wreke him on a flye. 
As doth a curre or elles another beste 
In noble corage oghte been areste, 

And weyen every thing by equitoe. 

And ever han reward to his owen degree 


Hun rekketh noght of wliat matere he 
take , 365 


Or him was boden maken thilke tweye 
Of som persone, and durste hit nat with- 
seye , 

Or him repenteth utterly of this 
He ne hath nat doon so grevously amis 
To translaten that olde clerkes wryten, 370 
As thogh that he of malice wolde endyten 
Despyt of love, and had him-self hit 
wroglit 

This shulde a rightwys loid have in his 
thoght, 

And nat be lyk tiraunts of Lumbardye, 
Than han no reward but at tirannye 375 
For he that king or loid is naturel. 

Him oghte nat be tiraunt no cruel, 

As is a fermour, to doon the harm he can 
He moste thmke hit is his lige man, 


And is his tresour, and his gold in cofre 
This IS the sentence of the philosophre 381 
A king to kepe his liges in j ustyce , 
With-outen doute, that is his ofFyee 

A 1 wol ho kepe his lordos hir degree. 

As hit IS right and skilful that they be 385 
Enhaunced and honoured, and most 
dere — 

For they ben half-goddes in this world 
here — 

Yit mot he doon bothe right, to pore and 
riche, 

A 1 be that hir estat be nat y-hche. 

And han of pore folk compassioun 390 
For lo, the gentil kynd of the leoun * 

For whan a flye offendeth him or byteth, 
He with his tayl awoy the flye smyteth 
A 1 esily , for, of his genterye, 394 

Him deyneth nat to wreke him on a flye, 
As doth a curre or elles another beste 
In noble corage oghte been areste. 

And weyen every thmg by equitee, 

And ever han reward to his owen degreeii 
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For, sir^ hit is no maystrie for a lord 386 
To dampne a man witli-oiito answere 01 
word , 

And, for a lord, that is ful foul to use 
And if so be he may him nat excuse, 

[But] axeth mercy ivith a sorweful herte, 
And profreth him, right in his baie 
sherte, 391 

To been right at your owne jugement, 
Than oghte a god, by short avysement, 
Considre his owne honour and Ins trespas 
For sith no cause of deeth lyth m this 
cas, 395 

Yow oghte been the lighter merciable , 
Leteth your yre, and beth somwhat 
tretable ' 

The man hath served yow of his conning, 
And forthered your lawe with his making 
Whyl he was yong, he kepte your estat , 

I not wlier he be now a renegat 401 

But wel I wot, with that he c an endyte. 
He hath maked lewed folk delyte 
To serve you, in preysing of your name 
He made the book that hight the Hous of 
Fame, 405 

And eek the Deeth of Blaunche the 
Duchesse, 

And the Parlemcnt of Foules, as I gesse, 
And al the love of Palamon and Arcyte 
Of Thebes, thogh the story is knowen lyte , 
And many an ympne for your halyda>es, 
That highten Balades, Roundels, Vire- 
layes , 411 

And for to speke of other besinesse, 

He hath in iirose translated Botce , 

And of the Wrechcd Engendring of Man- 
kinde, 

As man may in pope Innocent y finde ,415 
And mad the Dyf also of seynt Cecyle , 

He made also, goon sitlien a greet whyl, 
Origenes upon the Maudeleyne , 

Him oghte now to have the lesse peyne , 
He hath mad many a lay and many a 
thing 420 

Now as ye been a god, and eek a king, 
I, your Alceste, whylom quene of Trace, 

I axe yow this man, right of your grace, 
That ye him never hurto in al Ins lyve , 
And he shal swcron yow, and that as 
blyve, 425 

He shal no more agilton in th^s wysc , 


For, sir, hit is no maystrie for a lord 400 
To dampne a man with-oute answere of 
word , 

And, for a lord, that is ful foul to use 
And if so be he may him nat excuse, 

But abketh mercy with a dredful herte, 
And profreth him, right in his bare 
sherte, 405 

To been right at your owne jugement, 
Than oghte a god, by short avysement, 
Considre his owne honour and his trespas 
For sith no cause of deeth Ijdh in this 
cas, 

Yow oghte been the lighter merciable ,410 
Letcth your yre, and beth somwhat tret- 
able ’ 

The man hath served yow of his conning. 
And forthred wel your lawe mhis making 


Al be hit that he can nat wel endyte. 

Yet hath he maked lewed folk delyte 415 
To serve you, in preysing of your name 
He made the book that hight the Hous of 
Fame, 

And eek the Deeth of Blaunche the 
Duchesse, 

And the Parlement of Foules, as I gesse, 
And al the love of Palamon and Arcyte 4-0 
Of Thebes, thogh the story is knowen lyte , 
And many an yrnyme for >our halydajos, 
That highten Balades, Roundclb, Vire- 
layes , 

And, for to speke of other holynesse, 

He hath in i)rose translated Boece, 423 


And mad the Lyf also of seynt Cecyle , 
He made also, goon sitlicn a greet whyl, 
Origenes upon the Maudeleyne , 

Him oghte now to have the lesse peyne , 
He hath mad many a lay and many 
a tlung 430 

‘ Now as ye been a god, and eek a king, 
I, your Alcoste, whylom quene of Trace, 

I aske yow this man, right of your grace, 
That ye him never hurte in al his Ij^ve , 
And he shal sweren yow, and that as 
klyve, 435 

He shal no more agilton in th s wyse , 
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But he shal maken, as ye wil devyse, 

Of wemon trewe m lovingo al hir ly ve, 
Wher-so ye wil, of maiden 01 of wyve, 
And forthren yow, as muclie as he mis- 
seyde 430 

Or in the Rose or elles in Cnseyde ’ 

The god of love answerde hir thus 
anoon, 

‘ Madame,’ quod he, ‘ hit is so long agoon 
Tliat I yow knew so charitable and tiewe. 
That never yit, sith that the world was 
newe, 435 

To mo ne fond I better noon than ye 
That, if that I wol save my degree, 

I may ne wol nat warno your requeste , 
Al lyth in yow, doth with him what yow 
lesto, 439 

And al forye's e, with-outen longer space , 
For who-so yeveth a yift, or doth a grace, 
Po hit by tyme, his thank is wel the 
more , 

And demeth ye what he shal do therfore 
Go thanke now my lady beer,’ quod ho 
I roos, and doun I sette Vne on my 
knee, 443 

And seyde thus ‘ Madame, the god above 
Foryelde yow, that ye the god ot love 
Han maked mo his wrathe to foryive , 
And >eve me grace so long for to live. 
That I may knowe soothly what yo be, 430 
That han me holpen, and put in swicli 
degree 

But trewcly I wendo, as in this cas. 
Naught have agilt, ne doon to love 
trespas 

Forwhy a trewe man, with outen drede. 
Hath nat to parten with a theves dede , 
Ne a trewe lover oghte me nat blame, 456 
Thogli that I speko a fals lover som shame 
They oghte rather with me for to liolde. 
For that I of Creseyde wroot or tolde. 

Or of the Rose , what-so myn auctour 
mente, 460 

Algate, god wot, hit was myn entente 
To forthren trouthe in love and hit 
chei’yce , 

And to be war fro falsnesse and fro vyce 
By swich ensample , this was my men- 
inge ’ 

And she answerde, ‘ lat be thyn argu- 
inge , 4C5 


But he shal maken, as ye wil de\’ys©, 

Of wommen trewe in lovinge al hir lyve, 
Wher-so ye wil, of maiden or of wyve. 
And forthren yow, as muche as he mis- 
seyde 44a 

Or in the Rose or elles in Creseyde ’ 

The god of love answerde hir thus 
anoon, 

‘ Madame,’ quod he, ‘ hit is so long agoon 
That I yow know so charitable and trewe. 
That never yit, sith that the world was 
newe, 445 

To me ne fond I better noon than ye 
If that I wolde save my degree, 

1 may ne wol nat werne your requeste , 

Al lyth in yow, doth with him as j^ow 
leste 

I al foryeve, with-outen lenger space , 430 
For who so yeveth a yift, or doth a grace, 
Do hit by tyme, his thank is wel the 
more , 

And demeth ye what he shal do therfore 
Go thanke now my lady heer,’ quod he 
I roos, and doun I sette me on my 
knee, 4'?«; 

And seyde thus ‘ Madame, the god above 
Foryelde yow, that ye the god of love 
Han maked mo his wrathe to foryive , 
And yeve me grace so long for to liv e. 
That I may knowe soothly wh it ye be, 460 
That han me holpe and put in this 
degree 

But trewel> I wendo, as in this cas. 
Naught have ngilt, ne doon to love 
tiespas 

Forwhy a trewe man, with-outen drede. 
Hath nat to parten with a theves dede , 
Ne a trewe lov or oghte me nat blame, 
Thogh that I speke a fals lov er som shame. 
They oghte rather with me for to holde. 
For that I of Creseyde wioot or tolde. 

Or of the Rose , what-so myn auctour 
mente, 470 

Algate, god wot, hit was myn entente 
To forthren trouthe in love and hit 
cheryce , 

And to bo war fro falsnesse and fro vyce 
By swich ensample , this was my men- 
inge * 

And she answerde, ‘ lat be thyn argu- 
ing© , 475 
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of <Boo6 d^otnon, 


For Love ne wol nat countrepleted be 
In right ne wrong , and leme this at me * 
Thou hast thy grace, and hold thee right 
ther-to 

Now wol I seyn what penance thou shalt 
do 

For thy trespas, and understond hit here 
Thou shalt, whyl that thou livest, yeer by 
yere, 47* 

The moste party of thy l5rvo spende 
In making of a glorious Legendo 
Of Gode Wemen, maidenes and wyvcs, 474 
That were trewe in lovinge al hir lyves , 
And telle of false men that hem bitrayen. 
That al hir lyf ne doon nat but assayen 
How many wemen they may doon a 
shame , 

For in your world that is now holden 
game 

And thogh thee lesteth nat a lover be, 480 
Spek wel of love , this penance yeve 
I thee 

And to the god of love I shal so preye, 
That he shal charge his servants, by any 
weye, 

To forthren thee, and wel thy labour 
quyte , 

Go now thy wey, thy penance is but lyte ’ 


The god of love gan smyle, and than he 
seyde, 486 

* Wostow,’ quod he, ‘ wher this be wyf or 
mayde, 

Or quene, or countesse, or of what degree. 
That hath so htel penance yeven thee, 
That hast deserved sorer for to smerte ? 
But pitee renneth sone in gentil herte , 
That mayst thou seen, she k5diheth what 
she IS ’ 

And I answerde, ‘ nay, sir, so have I blis. 
No more but that I see wel she is good ’ 

‘ That IS a trewe tale, by myn hood,’ 495 
Quod Love, ‘ and that thou knowest wel, 
pardee. 

If hit be so that thou avyse thee 
Hastow nat in a book, lyth in thy cheste, 
The gret goodnesse of the quene Alceste, 
That turned was into a dayesye 500 
She that for hir husbonde chees to dye. 


For Love ne wol nat countrepleted be 
In right ne wrong , and lerne that of me ’ 
Thou hast thy grace, and hold thee nght 
ther-to 

Now ■wol I seyn what penance thou shalt 
do 

For thy trespas, and understond hit here 
Thou shalt, whyl that thou livest, yeer 
by yere, 481 

The moste party of thy tyme spende 
In making of a glorious Legendo 
Of Gode Wommen, maidenes and wy\ es. 
That weren trewe in lovinge al hir lyves, 
And telle of false men that hem bitrayen. 
That al hir lyf ne doon nat but assayen 
How many wommen they may doon a 
shame , 

For in your world that is now holde a 
game 

And thogh thee lyko nat a lover be, 490 
Spek wcl of love , this penance yive I 
thee 

And to the god of love I shal so preye, 
That he shal charge his servants, by any 
weye, 

To forthren thee, and wol thy labour 
quyte , 

Go now thy wey, this penance is but lyte 
And whan this book is maad, yive hit the 
quene 496 

On my behalfe, at Kltham, or at Shone ’ 
The god of love gan sm> le, and than he 
seyde, 

‘ Wostow,’ quod he, ‘ wher this be ’wyf or 
mayde. 

Or quene, or countesse, or of what degpree. 
That hath so htel penance yiven thee, soi 
That hast deserved sorer for to smerte i* 
But pitee renneth sone in gentil herte , 
That iliaystow seen, she kytheth what 
she is ’ *?o4 

And I answerde, ‘ nay, sir, so have I blis, 
No more but that I see wel she is good ’ 

‘ That IS a trewe tale, by myn hood,’ 
Quod Love, ‘ and that thou knowest wel, 
pardee. 

If hit be so that thou avyse thee «:o9 
Hastow nat in a book, lyth in thy cheste. 
The grete goodnesse of the quene Alceste, 
That turned was into a dayesye 
She that for hir husbonde chees to dye. 
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And eek to goon to helle, rather than lie, 
And Ercules rescued hir, pardee, 

And broghte liir out of helle agayn to 
blis ? ’ '504 

And I answerde ageyn, and soyde, ‘yis, 
Now knowe I hir ’ And is this good 
Alceste, 

The dayesye, and myn owne hertes reste? 
Now fele I wel the goodnesse of this wyf, 
That bothe after hir deeth, and in hir lyf, 
Hir grete bountce doubleth hir renoun ' 
Wel hath she quit me myn affeccioun 
That I have to hir flour, the dayesye ’ 

No wonder is thogh Jove hir stellifye. 

As telleth Agaton, for hii goodnesse ' 

Hir whyte coroun berth of liit witnosse , 
For also many vertues hadde she, 516 
As smale floures in hir coroun be 
In remcmbrauncG of hir and in honour, 
Cibella made the dayesy and the flour 
Y-coroned al with whyt, as men may see , 
And Mars yaf to hir coroun reed, pardee. 
In stede of rubies, sot among the whyte ’ 
Therwith this queno wey 1 eed for shame 
a lyte, 523 

Whan she was preysed so in hir presence 
Than stjde Love, ‘ a ful gret negligence 
Was hit to thee, to write unstedfastnesse 
Of women, sith thou knowest hir good- 
nesse 

By preef, and eek by stones heer-biforn , 
Let be the chal, and wryt wel of the corn 
^Ylly noldost thou han wnten ot Alceste, 
And leten Criseide been a slope and 
reste’ >>31 

For of Alceste shulde thy wryting be, 

8in that thou wost that kalender is she 
Ot goodnesse, tor she taughto of tyn 
lovinge, 

And namely of wyf hood the livingo, i?35 
And alle the boundes that she oghte kepe , 
Tliy litel wit was thilke tyme a-slepe 
But now I charge thee, upon thy lyf. 
That in thy Legend thou make ot this 
wyf. 

Whan thou hast othere smale maad be- 
fore , 540 

And fare now wel, I charge thee no more 


And eek to goon to helle, rather than he, 
And Ercules rescowed hir, pardee, 515 
And broghte hir out of helle agayn to 
bhs?’ 

And I answerde ageyn, and seyde, ‘yis, 
Now knowe I hir * And is this good 
Alceste, 518 

The dayesye, and myn owne hertes reste ? 
Now fele I wel the goodnesse of this wyf. 
That bothe after hir deeth, and in hir lyf, 
Hir grete bountee doubleth hir renoun ’ 
Wel hath she quit me myn affeccioun 
That I have to hir flour, the dayesye ’ 

No wonder is thogh Jove hir stellifye, 525 
As telleth Agaton, for hir goodnesse ' 

Hir whyte coroun berth of hit witnesse , 
For also many vertues hadde she. 

As smale floures in hir coroun be 529 

In remembraunce of hir and in honour, 
Cibella made the dayesy and the flour 
Y coroned al with whyt, as men may see, 
And Mars yaf to hir coroun reed, pardee, 
In stede of rubies, set among the whyte ’ 
Therwith this queue wex reed for shame 
a lyte, «?35 

Wlian she was preysed so in hir presence 
Than seyde Loi e, ‘ a ful grot negligence 
Was hit to thee, that like tyme thou 

made 538 

“ Hyd, Absolon, thy tresses,” in balade. 
That thou forgete hir in thy song to sette, 
Sin that thou art so gretly in hir dette. 


And wost so wel, that kalender is she 
To any woman that wol lover be 
For she taughte al the craft of fyn 
lovinge. 

And namely of wyfhood the livinge, 545 
And alle the boundes that she oghte kepe , 
Thy litel wit was thilke tyme a-slepe 
But now I charge thee, upon thy lyf, 
That in thy Legend thou make of this 
wyf, 

Wlian thou hast other smale y-maad be- 
fore , 550 

And fare now wel, I charge thee no more 
But er I go, thus muche I wol thee 
telle, 

Ne shal no trewe lover come in helle. 
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I Thise other ladies sittinge here arowe 
, Ben in thy halade, if thou canst hem 
knowe, 5'55 

And in thy hokes alle thou shalt hem 
hnde , 

Have hem now in thy Legend alle in 
[ minde, 

I I mene of hem that been in thy knowinge 
j For heer ben twenty thousand mo sittinge 
^ Tlian thou knowest, that been good 
wommen alle 

And trewo of love, for aught that may 
befalle , 

i Make the metres of hem as the Itste 
I I motgon hoom, the sonne drawotli weste, 
To Parade s, with al this companj e , 

And servo alvvey the trosshe dayesv( <>65 
At Cleopatre I wol that thou beginne , At Cleopatre I wol that thou beginne , 
And so forth , and my love so shalt thou Vnd so forth , and my love so shalt thou 
winne ’ 543 v\ innc 

I For lat SCO now what man that lover be, 

I Wol doon so strong a pejno for love as 
she 

i I wot wel tint thou miyst nat al hit 
I 1 } me, 

That swiche lovers diden in hir t>mo , 

1 It were to long to reden and to heie , 
Sufryceth me, thou make in this man ere, 
I That thou rcherc 0 ot al hir lyt the grete, 

' After thise olde auctours listen to ti ete 
, For who so shal so many a stone telle , 

Soj sliortly, or he shal to longe dwolle ’ 

And with that word of sleep I gan a awake. And with tliat word my boke s gan I take 
And right thus on my Legend gan I make And light thus on my Legend gan I make 

Explicit pi oJiemium 


I THE LEGEND OF CLEOPATRA 

InctpitLegendaC1eopatite,llImU,u, ^“'1- Antonms was his 

_ , name 

gqj i regine Fortune him oghte a 

After the deeth of Tholomee the king, 1580 shame (10) 

That al Egipto hadde in his governing, Whin he was fallen in prosperitee, 590 
Regned Ins quene Cleopataras , Rebel unto the toun of Rome is he 

Til on a tyme befel tlior swicho a cas, And over al this, the sustor of Cesar, 

That out of Romo wis sent a senatour, Ho lafte hir falsly, er that she was war, 

For to conqneren regnes and honour «;85 And woldo algates Iran another wyf , 
Unto the toun ot Rome, as was usaunce, For whicho he took with Rome and Cesox 
To have the world unto her obeisaunce , stryt 595 
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Natheles, for-sooth, this like senatour 
Was a ful worthy gentil werreyour, 

And of his deeth hit was ful greet damage 
But love had broght this man m swiohe 
a rage, (20) 

And him so narwe bounden in his las, 

A 1 for the love of Cleopataras, 601 

That al the world he sette at no value 
Him tlioughto, nas to him no thing so 
due 

As Cleopatras for to love and serve , 604 

Him loghfo nat in armos for to ster\e 
In the defence of hir, and of hir right 
Tins noble quene eek lovede so this 
knight. 

Through Ins desert, and for Ins clnvalrve , 
As certemly, but- if that bokes lye, (^o) 
He was, of jiersone and of gentilesse, 610 
And of discrocioun and hardinesse. 
Worthy to any wight that liven mav 
And she was fftir as is the rose in May 
And, for to maken shortly is the beste. 
She wex his wyf, and haddo him as hir 
leste 615 

The V eddiiig and the feste to devyse. 
To mo, that have y-take swiclie emprj se 

Of so many a stone for to make, (^9) 

Hit were to long, lest that I sliolde slake 
Of thing that bereth more effect and 
charge , 620 

For men may o\eilade a ship or barge , 
And forthy to tli efioc t than wol X skippo, 
And al the remenant, I wol lete hit 
shppe 

Octovian, that wood was of this dedo, 
Shoop him an ost on Antony to lede 6-.=? 
Al-outerly foi his destruccioun. 

With stouto Remains, cruel as leoun 
To ship they wente, and thus I lot hem 
saile 

Antonius was war, and wol nat faile (=:o) 
To meten with thi&o Remains, if he 
may , 6^0 

Took eek his reed, and botho, upon 
a day. 

His wyf and he, and al his ost, forth 
wente 

To sliippe anoon, no longer they no stente , 
And in the see hit happed hem to mete — 
Up goth the trompe — and for to shoute 
and shete, 635 


And peynen hem to sette on with the 
sonne 

With grisly soun out goth the grete 
gonne. 

And heterly they hurtlen al at ones, 

And fro the top doun cometh the grete 
stones (60) 

In goth the grapenel so ful of crokes 640 
Among the ropes, and the shenng-hokos. 
In with the polax presseth ho and he , 
Behind the mast beginneth he to flee. 
And out agayn, and dryveth him over- 
borde , 644 

He stingeth him upon his speres orde , 
He rent the sail with liokes lyke a sythe , 
He bringeth the cuppe, and biddeth hem 
be blythe , 

Ho poureth pesen upon the hacches shder , 
With pottes ful of lym they goon to- 
gider , (70) 

And thus the longe day in fight they 
siiende 6^0 

Til, at the laste, as every thing hath ende, 
Antony is shent, and put him to the 
flighte. 

And al his folk to-go, that best go mighte 
Fleeth eek the queen, with al her 
inirpro sail. 

For strokes, which that wente as thikke 
as hail , 

Nowondei was, she mighte hit nat endure 
And whan that Antony saw that a\en- 
ture, 

‘ Allas ' ’ quod he, ‘ the day that I was 
born ’ 

My -worbliipo in this day thus have I 

lorn ’ ’ (ho) 

And for dispeyr out of his witte he storte, 
And roof him-self anoon through out the 
horte 66 1 

El that he feither wente out of the 

place 

His wyf, that coudo of Cesar have no 
grace. 

To Egipte IS fled, for drede and for dis- 
tresse , 

But herkneth, ye that speke of kinde 
nesse 66«j 

Ye men, that falsly swerenmanyan 00th 
That ye wol dye, if that your love be 
wrooth, 
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Heer may ye seen of women whiclie a 
trouthe * 

This wofal Cleopatre hath mad swich 
ronthe {90) 

That ther ms tonge noon that may hit 
telle 670 

But on the morwo she wol no longer 
dwell 0, 

But made hir subtil workmen make a 
shryne 

Of alle the rubies and the stones fyno 
In al Egipto that she coude espye , 

And putte ful the shryne of spycerye, 671? 
And leet the cors embaume , and forth 
she fette 

This dede cors, and in the shryne hit 
shette 

And next the shryne a pit than doth she 
grave , 

And alle the serpents that she mighte 
have, (100) 

She putte hem in that grave, and thus 
she seyde 680 

‘Now love, to whom my sorweful herte 
obeyde 

So ferforthly that, fro tliat bhsful houre 
That I yow swor to been al frely youre, 

I mene yow, Antonins my knight ' 684 

That never waking, in the day or night 


Ye nere out of myn hertes remembraunce 
For wele or wo^ for carole or for daunce , 
And in my-self this covenant made I 
tho, (109) 

That, right swich as ye felten, wele or wo, 
As fertorth as hit m my power lay, 690 
Unreprovable unto my wyfhood ay. 

The same wolde I felen, lyf or deeth 
And thilke covenant, whyl me lasteth 
hreeth, 

I wol fulfille, and that shal wel be sene , 
Was never unto hir love a trewer qiiene ’ 
And witb that word, naked, with ful 
good herte, 6q6 

Among tho serpents in tho pit she sterte, 
And ther she chees to han hir buryinge 
Anoon the neddros gonno bir for to 
stinge, (120) 

And she hir deeth receyveth, with good 
chore, 700 

For love of Antony, that was hir so dere — 
And this is stonal sooth, hit is no fable 
Now, er I linde a man thus trew© and 
stable. 

And wol for love his deeth so freely 
take, 

I pray god lat our hedes never ake ’ 705 

Explicit Legenda Cleopatiie Martins 


II THE LEGEND OF THISBE OF BABYLON 


Incipit Legenda Tesbe Babilonie, Martins 

At Babilome whylora fil it thus, 

The whiche toun the queen Semiramus 
Leet dichen al about, and walles malio 
Ful hye, of harde tyles wel y-bako 
Tlier weren dwellinge in this noble toun 
Two lordes, which that were of greet 
renoun, 71 1 

And woneden so nigh, upon a grene, 

That ther nas but a stoon-wal hem bi- 
twene, 

As ofte in greto tonnes is the wone 
And sooth to se3m, that o man hadde 
a sone, 715 

Of al that londe oon of the lustieste (ii) 
That other hadde a doghter, the faireste, 


That estward in the world was tho dwel- 
linge 

The name of everich gan to other springe 
By wommen, that were neighebores 
aboute 720 

For in that contreo yit, withouten doute. 
Maidens been y-kopt, for jelosye, 

Ful streite, lest they diden som folye 
This yonge man was cleped Piramus, 
And Tisbe hight the maid, Naso soith 
thus , 725 

And thus by report was hir name y-shove 
That, as they wexe in age, wex hir 
love , (22) 

And certem, as by reson of hir age, 

Ther mighte have been bitwix hem 
manage, 729 
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But that liir fadres nolde hit nat assente , 
And bothe m love y-lyko sore they brente, 
That noon of alle hir- frendes mighte hit 
lette 

But prively somtymo yit they mette 
By sloighto, and speken som of hir desyr , 
As, wry the gleed, and hotter is the fyr , 
Forbede a love, and it is ten so wood 736 
Tins wal, which that bitwix hem botho 
stood, (32) 

Was cloven a two, right fro the toppe 
adoun, 

Of olde tyme of his fundacioun , 

But yit this ditto was so narwe and 
lyte, 740 

It nas nat sene, dere y-nogh a m3de 
But what IS that, that love can nat espye? 
Ye lovers two, if that I shal nat lye, 

Ye founden first this litel narwe clifte , 
And, with a soun as softe as any shrifte, 
They lete hir .vordes through the clifte 
pace, (41) 746 

And tolden, wlijl that they stode in the 
place, 

A 1 liir compleynt of love, and al hir wo, 
At every tyme whan they dorste so 
Upon that o syde of the wal stcxid he, 
And on that other syde stood Tisbe, 

The swote soun of other to receyve, 

And thus hir wardeins woldo they de- 
ceyvo 

And every day this wal they woldo threte, 
And wissho to god, that it were doun 
y hote (50) 7 ^^ 

Thus wolde they seyn — ‘ alias * thou 
wikkod wal, 

Through thyn envye thou us lettest al ’ 
Why nilt thou cleve, or fallen al a-two ^ 
Or, at the leste, but thou woldest so, 

Yit woldestow but ones lete us mete, 760 
Or ones that we ruighte kissen sweto, 
Than were we covered of our cares colde 
But natheleSi, yit be we to thee holde 
In as muche as thou suffrest for to goon 
Our wordes through thy lyme and eek 
thy stoon (60) 765 

Yit oghte wo with thee hen wel apayd ’ 
And whan tliise ydel wordes weren sayd, 
The colde wal they wolden kisse of stoon. 
And take hir leve, and forth they wolden 
goon. 


And this was gladly in the even-tyde 770 
Or wander erly, lest men hit espyde , 

And longe tyme they wroghte in this 
manere 

Til on a day, whan Phebus gan to clere, 
Aurora with the stremes of hir hete 
Had dryed up the dew of herhes wete, 775 
Unta this clifte, as it was wont to he, (71) 
Com Pyramus, and after com Tisbe, 

And plighten trouthe fully in hix fey 
That like same night to stele awey, 

And to hegyle hir wardeins everichoon, 780 
And forth out of the citee for to goon , 
And, for the feldes been so brode and 
wyde, 

For to mete m o place at o tyde, 

They sette mark hir meting sholde be 
Ther king Nlnus was gra\en, under a 
tree , (80) 785 

For ©Ide payens that ydoles heriod 
Usoden tho in feldes to hen beried , 

And taste by this grave was a welle 
And, shortly of this tale for to telle. 

This covenant was affermed wonder 
faste , 790 

And longe hem thoughte that the sonne 
laste, 

That hit nere goon imder the see adoun 
This Tisbe hath so greet affeccioun 
And so greet lyking Piramus to see, 

Tliat, whan she soigh her tyme mighte 
be, (90) 795 

At night she stal awey ful piiiely 
With her face y-wimplcd subtilly , 

For alle her frendes — for to save her 
trouthe — 

She hath for-sake, alias’ and that is 
routhe 

That ever woman wolde be so trewe 800 
To trusten mem, but she the bet him 
knew© ’ 

And to the tree she goth a ful good pas, 
For love made her so hardy in this cas , 
And by the weUe adonn she gan her 
dresse 804 

Allas’ than comth a wilde leonesse { 100 ) 
Out of the wode, withouten more areste. 
With blody mouthe, of strangling of a 
beste, 

To drinken of the weBe, ther as she sat , 
And, whan that Tisbe had espyed that, 




370 


of <E>oo6 (P£)o»n0tt. 


She rist her up, with a ful drery herte, 810 
And in a cave with dredful foot she sterte, 
For by the mone she seigh hit wel with- 
alle 812 

And, as she ran, herwimpel leet shefalle. 
And took noon heed, so sore she was 
a-whaped (109) 

And eek so glad of that she was escaped , 
And thus she sit, and darkoth wonder 
stille 816 

“Whan that this leonesse hath dronke her 
fiUe, 

Abouto the welle gan she for to winde, 
And right anoon the wimpel gin she 
finde, 

And with her blody mouth hit al to- 
rente 820 

Whan this was doon, no lengor she ne 
stente, 

But to the wode her wey than hath she 
nome 

And, at the laste, this Piramus is come, 
But al to longc, alias * at hoom was he 
The mone shoon, men mighte wel y-see, 82s? 
And in his weyo, as that he com ful 
faste, (121) 

His eyen to the grounde adoun he caste. 
And in the sonde, as he beheld adoun, 

He seigh the steppes biode of a leoun, 
And in his herte he sodeinly agroos, 830 
And pale he wex, therwith his heer 
aroos, 

And neer he com, and fond the wimpel 
torn 

‘Allas’’ quod he, ‘the day that I was 
bom ’ 

This o night wol us lovers bothe slee ’ 
How sholde I axon mercy of Tisbe 83*? 
Whan I am ho that have yow slam, alias ’ 
My biddmg hath yow slam, as in this 
cas (132) 

Allas ’ to bidde a woman goon by nighto 
In place ther as peril fallen miglito, 

And I so slow ’ alias, I ne hadde be 840 
Here in this place a furlong-wey or ye ’ 
Now what leoun that be in this foreste, 
My body mote he f renden, or what beste 
That Wilde is, gnawen mote he now mjTi 
herte ’ ’ 

And with that worde he to the wimpel 
sterte, (140) 843 


And luste hit ofte, and weep on hit ful 
sore, 

And seide, ‘ wimpel, alias ’ ther ms no 
more 

But thou shalt fele as wel the blood 
of me 

As thou hast felt the bleding of Tisbe ' ’ 
And with that worde he smoot him to the 
herte 830 

Tlie blood out of the wounde as brodo 
sterte 

As water, whan the conduit broken is 
Now Tisbe, which that wiste nat of 
this, 

But sitting m her drede, she thoghte thus, 
‘ If hit so falle that my Piramus 855 

Be comon hider, and may me nat y-findo, 

He may me holden fals and eek unkinde ’ 
And out she comth, and after him gan 
espyen (153) 

Bothe with her herte and with her yen, 
And thoghte, ‘I wol him tellen of my 
drede 860 

Bothe of the leonesse and al my dede ’ 
And at the laste her love than hath she 
founde 

Beting with his holes on the grounde, 

Al blody, and therwith-al a-bak she sterte, 
And lyke the wawes quappe gan her 
herte, (160) 865 

And pale as box she wex, and in a throwe 
Avysed her, and gan him wel to knowe. 
That hit was Piramus, her herte dero 
Who coude wryte whiche a deedly chero 
Hath Tisbe now, and how her lieor she 
rente, 870 

And how she gan her-selve to turmente. 
And how she lyth and swowneth on the 
grounde, 

And how she weep of tores ful his wounde, 
How medeleth she his blood with her 
compleynte, 

And with his blood her solven gan she 
peynte , (170) 873 

How clippeth she the dede cors, alias ’ 
How doth this woful Tisbe m this cas ’ 

How kisseth she his frosty mouth so cold ’ 
‘Who hath doon this, and who hath 
been so bold 879 

To sleon my loef ? 0 spek, my Piramus ’ 
I am thy Tisbe, that thee calleth thus ’ ’ 
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And therwith-al she lifteth up his heed 
This woful man, that was nat fully 
deed, 

Whan that he herde the name of Tisbe 
cryen, 

On her he caste his hevy deedly yCn 88*5 
And doun again, and yeldeth up the 
gost (181 j 

Tisbe rist np, withouten noise or host. 
And seigh her wimpel and his empty 
shethe, 

And eek his swerd, that him hath doon 
to detho , 

Than spak she thus ‘ My woful hand,’ 
quod she, 890 

‘Is strong y nogh in swicho a work to 
me , 

For lo\e shal jive mo strengthe and 
hardmosso 

To make my wounde largo j -nogh, I gesse 
I wol thee folwen deed, and I wol be 
Felaw e and cause eek of thy deeth,’ quod 
slio (190) 89^ 

‘And thogh that nothing save the deeth 
only 

Mighte thee fro me departe trewcly, 

Thou shalt no more departe now fro 
me 

Than fro the deeth, for I wol go with 
thee ’ 


‘And now, ye wrecched jelous fadres 
cure, 900 

We, that weren whylom children youre. 
We prayen yow, withouten more envye, 
That in o grave y-fere we moten lye, 

Sin love hath brought us to this pitous 
ende ’ (199) 

And nghtwis god to every lover sende, 905 
That loveth trewely, more prosperitoe 
Than ever hadde Piramus and Tisbe ’ 

And lat no gentil woman her assure 
To putten her m swiche an aventure 
But god forbede but a woman can 910 
Been as trewe and loving as a man ’ 

And, for my part, I shal anoon it kythe ' ’ 
And, with that worde, his swerd she took 
as swytho, 

That warm was of her lo\es blood and 
hoot, (209) 

And to the licrte she her selven smoot 915 
And thus ar Tisbe and Piramus ago 
Of trewe men I finde but fewe mo 
In alle my bokes, save this Piramus, 

And therfor have I spoken of him thus 
For h^t IS deyntee to us men to finde 920 
A man that can in love be trewe and, 
kinde 

Ileer may yo seen, what lover so he be, 

A woman dar and can as wel as he 
ExpliLit legenda Teshe 


III THE LEGEND OF DIDO, QUEEN OP CARTHAGE 


Inctpit Lfqmda Didonm Mai tii 
Cartagtms regine 

Glory and honour, Virgil Mantuan, 

Be to thy name ’ and I shal, as I can, 92 
Folow thy lantern, as thou gost biforn. 
How Eneas to Dido was forsworn 
In thyn Eneid and Naso wol I take 
The tenour, and the grote effectcs 
make 

Whan Troye broght was to destruc- 
cioun 930 

By Grekes sleighte, and namely by 
Smoun, 

Feynmg the hors y-offred to Miner ve, 
Through which that many a Troyan 
moste starve, (10) 


And Ector had, after his deeth, appered. 
And fyr so wood, it mighte nat be 
stered, 935 

In al the noble tour of Ilioun, 

That of the citee was the cheof dungeoun , 
And al the contree was so lowe y broght, 
And Priamus the king fordoon and 
noght , 

And Eneas was charged by Venus 940 

To fleen awey, he took Ascanius, 

That was his sone, in his right hand, and 
fledde , 

And on his bakke he bar and with him 
ledde (20) 

His olde fader, cleped Anchises, 

And by the weye his vsyf Creusa he 
lees 945 
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And mochel sorwe hadde he in liis minde 
Er that he coude Ins fclawshippe finde 
But, at the laste, whan he had hem 
founde, 948 

He made him rody in a certein stounde, 
And to the see ful faste he gan him hye, 
And saileth torth with al his companye 
Toward Itaile, as wolde destmee 
But of his aventures in the see (^o) 

Kis nat to purpos for to speke of heie, 
For hit acordeth nat to my matere 
But, as I seide, oi him and of Dido 
Shal bo my tale, til that I have do 
So longe he sailed in the salte see 
Til in Libyc unnethe aryved ho. 

With shippes seven and with no more 
navye , 960 

And glad was he to londe for to hye, 

So was he with the tempest al to-shake 
And whan that he the haven had y- 
take, (40) 

He had a knight, was called Achates , 964 
And him of al his felawshippe he chees 
To goon with him, the centre for tespye , 
He took with him no more companye 
But forth they goon, and lafte his shipiies 
ryde, 

His fere and he, with-outen any gyde 969 
So longe he walketh m this wildemesse 
Til, at the laste, he mette an hunteresse 
A bowe in honde and arwes hadde she, 
Her clothes cutted were unto the knee , (50) 
But she was yit the fairest creature 
That ever was y-formed by nature , 975 

And Eneas and Achates she grette. 

And thus she to hem spak, whan she hem 
mette 

‘Sawe ye,’ quod she, ‘ as ye han walked 
wyde, 

Any of my sustren walke yow besyde, 
With any wilde boor or other besto 980 
That they han hunted to, in this foreste, 
Y-tukked up, with arwes in her cas ^ ’ (tjq) 
‘Nay, soothly, lady,’ quod this Eneas, 

‘ But, by thy beaute, as hit thinketh me, 
Thou mightest never erthely womman be, 
But Phebus suster artow, as I gesse 986 
And, if so be that thou be a goddesse. 
Have mercy on our labour and our wo ’ 

‘ I nam no goddes, soothly,’ quod she 
tho , 


‘ For maidens walken in this contree here, 
With arwes and with bowe, in this 
manere 991 

This is the regne of Libie, ther ye been. 
Of which that Dido lady is and queen ’ — ■ 
And shortlytolde him al the occasioun (71) 
Why Dido com into that regroun , 995 

Of which as now me lusteth nat to ryme , 
Hit nedcfth nat , hit nere but los of tyme 
For this IS al and som, xt was Venus, 

His owne moder, that spak with him thus , 
And to Cartage she bad he sholde him 
dighte, 1000 

And vanished anoon out of his sighte 
I coude folwe, word for word, Virgyle, 
But it wolde lasten al to longe a whylo (80) 
This noble queen, that eloped was Dido, 
That whylom was the wyf of Sitheo, i(K) 5 
That fairer was then is the brighte sonne, 
This noble toun of Cartage bath begonne , 
Tn which she regneth in so greet honour, 
That she was holdo of alle queues flour, 
Of gentilesse, of freedom, of beautee , 1010 
That wel was him that might e her ones 
see, 

Of Ivinges and of lordes so desyred, (89) 

That al the world her beaute hadde y- 
fyred , 

She stood so wol in every wightes grace 
Whan Eneas was come un-to that 
place, j()i5 

Unto the maister-temple of al the toun 
Ther Dido was in hen devocioun, 

Ful prively his wey than hath he nome 
Whan he was in the large temple come, 

I can nat seyn if that hit be possible, 1020 
But Venus hadde him maked invisible — 
Thus seith the book, with-outen any lees 
And whan this Eneas and Achates (100) 
Hadden in this temple been over-al. 

Than founde they, depeynted on a wal, 
How Troye and al the lond destroyed was 
‘Alias * that I was bom,’ quod Eneas, 1027 
‘ Through-out tho world our shame is kid 
so wyde, 

Now it IS peynted upon every syde ' 

We, that weren in prosperitee, 1030 

Be now disslaundred, and inswich degree, 
No longer for to liven I ne kepe ’ ’ 

And, with that worde, he brast out for to 
wepe (no) 
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So tendrely, that routhe hit was to 
seno 

This fresshe lady, of the citee quene, 1035 
Stood in the temple, in her estat royal, 

So richely, and eek so fair with al. 

So yong, so lusty, with her eyen glade, 
That, if that god, that heven and erthe 
made, 

Wolde han a love, for beaute and good- 
nesse, 1040 

And womanhod, and trouthe, and seemli- 
nessc. 

Whom sholde he loven but this lady 
swete ? 

There nis no womman to him half so 
mete (*20) 

Fortune, that hath the world in govern- 
aunce, 

Hath sodeinly broglit in so newo a 
chaunce, 1045 

That never was ther yit so fremd a cas 
I or al the companye of Eneas, 

Which that he wende han loren in the 
see, 

Aryved is, nat fer fro that citee , 

For which, the grettest of his lordessome 
By aventure ben to the citee come, 1051 
Unto that same temple, for to soke 
The quene, and of her socour her beseke , 
Swich renoun was ther spronge of her 
goodnesse (131) 

And, whan they hadden told al hir dis- 
tresse, 1055 

And al hir tempest and hir harde cas, 
Unto the quene appered Eneas, 

And openly boknew that hit was he 
Who hadde joye than but his meynee, 
That hadden founde hir lord, hir gover- 
nour ? 1060 

The quene saw they dide him swich 
honour. 

And had hoid ofte of Eneas, er tho. 

And in her lierte she hadde routhe and 
wo (140) 

That ever swich a noble man as he 
Shal been disherited in swich degree, 1063 
And saw the man, that he was lyk a 
knight. 

And suffisaunt of persone and of might, 
And lyk to been a veray gentil man , 
And wel his wordes he besette can. 


And had a noble visage for the nones, 1070 
And formed wel of hraunes and of bones. 
For, after Venus, hadde he swich fair- 
nesse, 

That no man might be half so fair, I 
gesse (150) 

Ami wel a lord he semed for to be 
And, for he was a straunger, somwhat 
she 1075 

Lyked him the bet, as, god do bote, 

To som folk ofte newe thmg is swote 
Anoon her herto hath pitee of his wo, 
And, with that pitee, love com m also , 
And thus, for pitee and for gentilesse, 1080 
llefresshed moste he been of his distresse 
She seide, certes, that she sory was 
That he hath had swich peril and swich 
cas, (160) 

And, in her frendly speche, m tliis manere 
She to him spak, and soide as ye may 
here 1085 

‘ Be ye nat Venus sone and Anchises ? 
Tn good foith, al the worship and encrees 
Tlmt I may goodly doon yow, ye shul 
have 

Your shippes and your meynee shal I 
save, ’ 

And many a gentil word she spak him to , 
And comaunded her messageres go 1091 
The same day, with-outen any fade. 

His shippes for to seke, and hem vitailo 
She many abeste to the shippes sente, (171) 
And with the wyn she gan horn to pre- 
sente , 1095 

And to her royal paJeys she her spedde. 
And Eneas alwey with her she ledde 
What nedeth yow the feste to descry ve ? 
He never beter at eae was his lyve 
Ful was the feste of deyntees and nch- 
esse, 11CX3 

Of instruments, of song, and of gladnesse, 
And many an amorous loking and devys 
This Eneas is come to Paradys (180) 
Out of the swolow of helle, and thus m 
joye 1104 

Remembreth him of his estat in Troye 
To dauncing-chambres ful of parements, 
Of riche beddes, and of ornaments, 

This Eneas is lad, after the mete 
And with the quene whan that he had 
sete, 
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And spyces parted, and the wyn agoon, 
Unto his chambres was he lad anoon n 1 1 
To take his ese and for to have his reste, 
With al his folk, to doon what so hem. 
leste (190) 

Ther nas coursere wel y brydled noon, 
Ne stede, for the justing wel to goon, 1115 
Ne large palfrey, esy for the nones, 

Ne juwol, fietted ful of riche stones, 

Ne sakkes ful of gold, of large wiglite, 

Ne ruby noon, that shynede by nighte, 

Ne gentil hautein faueon heronere, 1 120 
Ne hound, for hert or wilde boor 01 
dere, 

Ne coupe of gold, with florins newe y-bete, 
That in the lond of Libie may be gete, 
That Dido ne hath hit Eneas y-sent, (201) 
And al is payed, what that he hath spent 
Thus can this *1 noble queue her gestes 
calle, 1126 

As she that can in freedom passen alle 
Eneas sothly eek, with-outen lees, 

Hath sent un to his shippe, by Achates, 
After his sone, and after riche thinges, 
Both ceptre, clothes, broches, and eek 
ringes, 11^51 

Som for to were, and som for to presente 
To her, that all thise noble thinges him 
sente , (210) 

And bad his sone, how that he sholde 
make 

The presenting, and to the queue hit 
take 1135 

Repaired is this Achates again, 

And Eneas ful blisful is and fain 
To seen his yongo sone Ascanius 
But natheles, our autour telleth us, 

That Cupido, that is the god of love, 1140 
At preyere of his moder, hye above, 
Hadde the lyknes of the child y-ta>o, 
This noble queue enamoured to make (220) 
On Eneas , but, as of that scripture, 

Be as be may, I make of hit no cure H4t^ 
But sooth is this, the queue hath mad 
swich chere 

Un-to this child, that wonder is to here , 
And of the present that his fader sente 
She thanked him ful ofte, in good entente 
Thus IS this queue in plesaunce and in 
joye, 1150 

With al this newe lusty folk of Troye 


And of the dedes hath she more en- 
quered 

Of Eneas, and al the story lered (230) 
Of Troye, and al the longe day they 
tweye 

Entendeden to speken and to pleye , 1 155 

Of which ther gan to breden swich a fyr. 
That sely Dido hath now swich desyr 
With Eneas, her newe gest, to dele, 

That she hath lost her hewe, and eek her 
helo 

Now to th’effect, now to the fruit of al, 1 160 
Why I have told this story, and tellen 
shal 

Thus I beginne , hit fil, upon a night. 
When that the mone up-reysed had her 
light, (240) 

Tins noble queue un to her reste wento , 
She syketh sore, and gan her-self tur- 
mente 1165 

She waketh, walweth, maketh many a 
brayd, 

As doon thise loveres, as I have herd sayd 
And at the laste, unto her sustei Anne 
She made her moon, and right thus spak 
she thanne 

‘ Now, dere suster myn, what may hit 
be 1170 

That me agasteth in my dreme’’ quod 
she 

‘ This like Troyan is so in my thoght, 

For that me thinketh he is so wel 
y-wroght, (250) 

And eek so lykly for to be a man. 

And therwithal so mikelgoodhe can, 1175 
That al my love and lyf lyth in his cure 
Have ye not herd him telle his aventure ^ 
Now certes, Anne, if that ye rede hit me, 
I wolde fain to him y-wedded be , 1179 

This IS th’etfect , what sholde I more seye? 
In him lyth al, to do me live or deye * 

Her suster Anne, as she that coude her 
good, 

Seide as her thoughte, and somdel hit 
with-stood (260) 

But her-of was so long a sermoning, 

Hit were to long to make rehersing, 1185 
But fynaUy, hit may not been with- 
stonde , 

Love wol love — for no wight wol hit 
wonde 
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The dawening up-rist out ot the see , 
This amorous queue chargeth her meyneo 
The nettes dresse, and speres brode and 
kene , iioo 

An hunting wol this lusty fressho queue , 
So priketh her this newe joly wo 
To hors IS al her lusty folk y-go , (270) 

XJn-to the court the houndes been y-broght, 
And up-on coursers, swift as any thoght, 
Her yongo knightes hoven al aboute, 1 19O 
And of her wommen eek an huge route 
Up-on a thikkc palfrey, paper whyt. 

With sadel rede, enbrouded with delyt, 
Of gold the barros up enbossed hye, 1200 
Sit Dido, al in gold and perre wrye , 

And she is fair, as is the brighte morwe, 
That heleth seke folk of nightes sorwe (280) 
Up-on a courser, startling as the fyi , 
Men mighte turno him with a litel wj r, 
Sit Eneas, lyk Ihtebus to devyse , 1-.06 

So was he fressho arayed m his wyse 
The fomy brydcl with the bit of gold 
Governeth ho, right as him-self hath 
wold 

And forth this noble queue thus lat I 

ryde 1210 

An hunting, with tins Troyan by her syde 
The herd of liertes founden is anoon. 
With ‘ hey ’ go bet ’ link thou * lat goon, 
lat goon ' (290) 

Why ml the leoun comcn or the bore, 
That I mighte ones mete him with this 
spere?' 1215 

Thus seyn thiso yonge folk, and up they 
kiUe 

These f hertes wilde, and han hem at hir 
wiUe 

Among al this to-romblen gan the 
hoven, 

The thunder rored with a grisly steven , 
Doun com the ram, with hail and sleet 
so faste, 1220 

With hevenes fyr, that hit so sore agasto 
This noble queue, and also her meynee, 
That ech of hem was glad a-wey to flee (300) 
And shortly, fro the tempest her to save, 
She fledde her-sell into a litel cave, 12-5 
And with her wente this Eneas al-so , 

I noot. With hem if thor wente any mo , 
The autour maketh of hit no mencioun 
And heor began the dope affeccioun 


Betwix hem two , this was the firste 
morwe 1230 

Of her gladnesse, and ginmng of her 
sorwe 

For ther hath Eneas y-kneled so, (309) 
And told her al his herte, and al his wo, 
And sworn so depe, to her to be tiewe. 
For wele or wo, and chaunge for no 
newe, 1235 

And as a fals lover so wel can pleyne, 

That sely Dido rewed on his peyne. 

And took him for husband, »f*to been his 
wyf 

For ever-mo, whyl that hem laste lyf 
And after this, whan that the tempest 
stente, 124a 

With mirth out as they comen, boom 
they wente 

The wikked fame up roos, and that 
anon, (3'9) 

How Eneas hath with the quene y gon 
In-to the cave , and demed as hem liste , 
And whan the king, that Yarbas bight, 
hit wiste, 1245 

As he that had her loved over his 15^, 
And wowed her, to have her to his wyf, 
Swich sorwe as he hath maked, and swich 
chere. 

Hit IS a routhe and pitee for to here 
But, as in love, al day hit happeth so, 1250 
That oon shal laughen at anothers wo , 
Now laugheth Eneas, and is in joyo 
And more richesse than ever he was in 
Troyo (330) 

O sely womman, ful of innocence, 1254 
Ful of pitee, of trouthe, and conscience, 
What maked yow to men to trusten so ^ 
Have ye swich routhe upon hir f eined wo, 
And han swich olde ensamples yow 
beforn ? 

See ye nat alle, how they been for-sworn ? 
Wher see ye oon, that he ne hath laft his 
leef, 1260 

Or been unkmde, or doon hir som mis- 
cheef, 

Or pilled her, or hosted of his dede ? (339) 
Yo may as wel hit seen, as ye may rede , 
Tak heed now of this grete gentil-man, 
This Troyan, that so wel her plesen can, 
That feineth him so trewe and obeising, 
So gentil and so pnvy of his doing, 1267 
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And can so wel doon alle his obeisannces, 
And waiten her at festes and at daunces, 
And when she goth to temple and hoom 
ageyn, 1270 

And fasten til ho hath his lady seyn, 

And here m his devyses, for her sake, 
Koot I nat what, and songes wolde ho 
make, (3S0) 

Justen, and doon of armes many thingos, 
Sende her lettres, tokens, broches, nnges — 
Now herkneth, how he shal hia lady 
serve * 1276 

Ther as he was in peril for to stervo 
For hunger, and for mischeef in the 
see, 

And desolat, and fled from Ins contree. 
And al his folk with tempest alto-dn\en, 
&he hath her body and eek her reaine 
yiven 1^281 

In-to his bond, ther>as she mighte have 
been 

Of other lond than of Cartage a queen. 
And lived in joye y-nogh , what wolde ye 
more? (361) 

This Eneas, that hath so depo y-swoie, 
Is wery of his craft with-m a thi owe , 1 286 
The hote omest is al over-blowe 
And piivcly ho doth his shippes dighte. 
And shapcth him to stele a wey by nighte 
This Dido hath suspeoioun of this, 1290 
And thoughte wel, that hit was al a-ims , 
For in his bedde he lyth a-night and 
syketh , 

She asketh him anoon, what him m^s- 
lyketh— (370) 

‘ My dere herte, wluch that I love most ? ’ 
‘ Certes,’ quod he, ‘ this night my fadres 
gost *295 

Hath in my sleep so sore me tormented, 
And eek Mercurie his message hath pre- 
sented, 

That nedes to the conquest of Itaile 
My destinee is sone for to saile , 

For which, me thmketh, brosten is myn 
berto • ’ 1300 

Ther-with his false teres out they sterte , 
And taketh her with-in his armes two 
‘ Is that in emest,’ quod she , ‘ wil ye 

so ? (380) 

Have ye nat sworn to wyv© note to take, 
Alas ’ what womman wil ye of me make ? 


I am a gentihwoman and a queen, 1306 
Ye wil nat fro your wyf thus foule fleen ? 
That I was bom » alias ’ what shal I do? ^ 
To telle in short, this noble queen Dido, 
She seketh halwes, and doth sacrifyse , 
She kneleth, cryeth, that routhe is to 
devyse, 1311 

Conjureth him, and profreth him to be 
His thral, his servant in the loste gree , 
She falleth him to fote, and swowneth 
there (391) 

Disclievele, with her bnghte gilte here, 
And seith, ‘ have mercy ’ let me with 
yow ryde ’ 1316 

Thise lordes, which that wonen mo besyde 
Wil me destroyen only for your sake 
And, so ye wil me now to wyve take, 

As ye han sworn, than wol I yive yow 
love 1320 

To sleen mo with your swerd now sone at 
eve ’ 

For than yit shal I dyen as your wyf 
I am with childe, and yive my child his 
lyf (400) 

Mercy, lord ’ have pite in your thoght ’ ’ 
But al this thing availethher right noght , 
For on a night, slopinge, he let her lye, 
And stal a wey un-to his companye, 1327 
And, as a traitour, forth he gan to sail© 
Toward the large contree of Itaile 
Thus hath he laft Dido in wo and pyne , 
And wedded tlier a lady bight Lavj-ne 
A cloth he lafte, and eek his swerd 
stonding, (409) 1332 

Whan he fro Dido stal in her sloping, 
Bight at her beddes heed, so gan he hyo 
Whan that he stal a wey to his navyo , 
Which cloth, whan sely Dido gan awake, 
She hath hit kist ful ofte for his sake , 
And seide, ‘ O cloth, whyl Jupiter hit 
Jeste, 

Tak now my soule, unbind me of this 
unreste ' 1339, 

I have fulfild of fortune al the cours ’ 
And thus, alias ’ with-outen his socours. 
Twenty tyme y-swowned hath she thanne 
And, whan that she un-to her suster 
Anne (420) 

Oompleyned had, of which I may nat 
wryte— 1344 

So greet a routhe I have hit for t’endyte — 
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And bad her nonce and her snster goon 
To fecchen fyr and other thing anoon, 
And seide, that she wold© sacnfye 
And, whan she mighte her tyme wel 
esp5^e, 

XJp-on the fyr of sacrifys she sterte, 

And with his swerd she roof her to the 
herte 

But, as myn autour seith, right thus 
she seyde , (429) 

Or she was hurt, before that she deyde, 
She wroot a lettre anoon, that thus be- 
gan — 

‘ Right so,’ quod she, ‘ as that the whyte 
swan I ^<>5 

Ayeins his decth begmneth for to singe, 
Right so to yow make I my compleyninge 


Nat that I trowe to geten yow again, 

For wel I woot that it is al in vam, 

Sin that the goddes been contraire to me 
But sin my name is lost through yow,’ 
quod she, 1361 

‘ I may wel lese a word on yow, or letter, 
Al-be-it that I shal be never the better , 
For thilke wind that blew your ship 
a-wey, (441) 

The same wind hath blowe a-wey your 
fey ’ — 1^65 

But who wol al this letter have in 
minde, 

Rede Ovide, and in him he shal hit finde. 
Explicit Legenda Didonta Martii is^ 
Cartaginis regine 


IV THE LEGEND OF HYPSIPYLE AND MEDEA 


Tncipit Legenda Yaiphile et Medee, 
Martirum 

Part I The Legend of Hypsiptlf 

Thou rote of false lovers, duk Jasoun ^ 
Thou sly dovourer and confusioun 
Of gentil-wommen, tender creatures, 1^70 
Thou madest thy reclaiming and thy 
lures 

To ladies of thy statly apparaunce, 

And of thy wordes, farced with plesaunco. 
And of thy feyned trouthe and thy 
manere. 

With th5ni obeisaunce and thy humble 
chere, (8) 137*) 

And with thy counterfeted peyne and wo 
Ther other falsen oou, thou falsest two ’ 

O ’ ofte swore thou that thou woldest dye 
For love, whan thou ne feltest malady© 
Save foul delyt, which that thou callest 
love ’ 1380 

If that I live, thy name shal be shove 
In English, that thy sleighte shal be 
knowe I 

Have at thee, Jasoun ’ now thyn horn is 
blow© I 

But certes, hit is bothe routh© and wo 
That love with false loveres werketh so , 


For they shul have wel better love and 
chere 1 3^6 

Than he that hath aboght his love ful 
dere, (20) 

Or had in armes many a blody box 
For ever as tendre a capoun et the fox, 
Thogh ho be fals and hath the foul be- 
trayed, 1390 

As shal the good-man that ther-for hath 

payed , 

Al have ho to the capoun skiUe and 
right. 

The false fox wol have his part at night 
On Jasoun this ensample is wel y-sene 
By Isiphde and Medea the quen© 1395 

In Tessalye, as Guido telleth us, 

Ther was a king that higlite Pelleus, (30) 
That had a brother, which that highte 
Eson , 

And, whan for age he mighte unnethes 
gon, 

He yaf to Pelleus the governing i4cx> 

Of al his regne, and made him lord and 
king 

Of which Eson this Jasoun geten was, 
Tliat, in his tyme, in al that lond, ther nas 
Nat swich a famous knight of gentilesse, 
Of freedom, and of strength© and lusti- 
ness© 1405 
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After lus fader deeth, he bar him so (^9) 
That ther nas noon that liste been his fo, 
But dide him al honour and companye , 
Of which this Pelleus hath greet envye, 
Imagining that Jasoun mighte be 1410 
Enhaunsed so, and put in swich degree 
With lo^e of lordes of his regioun, 

That from his regne he may be put adoun 
And m his wit, a-mght, compassed ho 
How Jasoun mighte best destroyed be 14 1*; 
Withoiite slaunder of his compasment 
And at the laste he took avisemeiit (50) 
To senden him in-to som fer contreo 
Thor as this J asoun may destroyed bo 
This was his "wit , al made he to Jasoun 
Gret choie of love and ot affoccioiin, 1421 
For dredo lest his lordes hit espyde 
So fil hit so, as fame rennoth Avyde, 

Ther was swich tyding over al and swich 
los, 

That in an yle that called was Colcos, i42'> 
Boyonde Tio>e, estward in the see. 

That ther-in was a ram, that men mighte 
see, (60) 

That had a flees of gold, that shoon so 
brighto, 

That no-wher was ther swich an-other 
sighto , 1429 

But hit was kept alway with a dragoun. 
And many othere morveils, up and doun. 
And with two boles, maked al of bras, 

Th it spitten fyr, and nioche thing ther 
was 

But this was eek the tale, nathelees, 

That who so wolde wmne thilke flees, 1435 
He moste bothe, or he hit winne mighte, 
Whlh the boles and the dragoun fighte , 
And king 06 tos lord was ot that yle (71) 
This Pelleus bethoghte upon this wyle , 
That he lus nevew Jasoun wolde onhorte 
To sailen to that lond, him to disporte. 
And seide, ‘ Nevew, if hit mighte be 
That swich a worship mighte fallen thee, 
That thou this famous tresor mightest 
wmne, 1444 

And brmgen hit my regioun with-mnc, 
Hit were to me gret plesaunce and honour , 
Than weie I holde to quyte thy labour (80) 
And al the cost I wol my-selven make , 
And cheos what foUc that thou wilt with 
thee take , 144^ 


Lat see now, darstow taken this viage ? ’ 
Tasoun was yong, and lusty of corage. 
And under-took to doon this like em- 
pryse 

Anoon Argus his shippes gan devyse , 
With Tasoun wente the stronge Ercules, 
And many an-other that he with him 
chees i4'>5 

But who-so axoth who is with him gon, 
Lat him go rcden Argonauticon, (90) 

For he wol telle a tale long y-now 
Philotetes anoon the sail uji drew , 

Whan that the wind w is good, and gan 
him bye 1460 

Out of lus contieo called Tessal>e 
So long ho sailed in the salte see 
Til in the yle 'j Lemnoun aryved ho — 

Al be this nat rehersed of Guido, 

Yet seith Ovjde in lus Epistles so — 1465; 
And of this yle lady was and queue 
The faire yonge Isiphilee, the shene, (100) 
That whylom Thoas doghter was, the 
king 

Isiphilee was goon in her playing , 1469 
And, roming on the clyves by the see, 
Under a banke anoon ospyod she 
Wher that the ship of Jasoun gan aiy\e 
Of her goodnosse adoun she sendeth blyve 
To witen yif that any straungo wight 1474 
With tempest thider were y-blowe a-night, 
To doon him socour , as was her usaunco 
To foithren every wight, and doon plo- 
saunce (no) 

Of veray bountee and of curtesye 
This messAgere adoun him gan to hye. 
And fond Jasoun, and Ercules also, 1480 
That in a cogge to londe were y-go 
Hem to 1 efresshen and to t iko the eyi 
The morwening atempre was and fair , 
And in his wey the messagere hem mette 
Ful cunningly tliise lordes two ho giette, 
And dido his message, axing hem anoon 
Yif they were broken, or oght wo begoon, 
Or haddo nede of lodesmen or vitaile , (121) 
For of socour they shulde no-thing faile. 
For hit was utterly the queues wille 1490 
Jasoun answerde, mokelyand stiUe, 

‘ My lady,’ quod ho, ‘ thanke I hertely 
Of hir goodnesse , us nodeth, trewely, 
No-thing as now, but that we wery be. 
And come for to pleye, out of the see, 1495 
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il that the wind be better in onr weye ’ 
This lady rometh by the clif to pleye, ( 130) 
^ith her meynee, endelong the stronde, 
nd fynt this Jasonn and this other 
stonde, 1499 

L spekinge of this thing as I yow tolde 
This Ercules and Jasoun gan beliolde 
ow that the queno hit was, and faire 
her giette 

non right as they with this lady mette , 
nd she took heed, and knew, by hir 
manere, 

y hir aray, by woides and bychere, i5o‘> 
lat hit were gentil-men, of greet degree 
nd to the castel with her ledeth she 
hiise straunge folk, and doth hem gieet 
honour, (141) 

nd axeth hem of tra\ ail and labour 
liat they han suffred in the saltc see , 1510 
) that, within a day, or two, or three, 
le knew, by folk that in his shippes be, 
tiat hit was Jasoun, ful of renomce, 
nd Ercules, that had the grete los, 1514 
^lat soghten the avontures of Colcos , 
nd dide hem honour more then betoie, 
nd with hem deled ever lenger tho 
more, (i^o) 

DT they bon worthy folk, with-outen Ices 
nd namely, most she spak with Ercules , 
y him her herte bar, he sholde bo 1520 
id, wys, and trewo, of wordes aviseo, 

I itli-outen any other affeccioun 
f love, or evil imaginacioum 
This Ercules hath so tins J asoun pi oysed, 
aat to tho sonno ho hath him up 
oreysod, 1525 

aat half so trewe a man ther nas of lovo 
ndor the cope ot hevon that is above , 
nd he was w>s, hardy, socree, and 
riche — (ibi) 

f thise three pointes ther nas noon him 
liche , 

f freedom passed he, and lustihede, 1 530 
lie tho that liven or ben dede , 
lier-to so greet a gentil-man was he, 
nd of Tessahe lykly king to be 
ber nas no lak, but that he was agast 
a love, and tor to speke shamefast 153 «) 
e hadde lever him-self to mordre, and 
dye (169) 

han that men shuldealover him espye • — 


‘ As wolde almighty god that I had yive 
My blood and flesh, so that I mighte live, 
With the nones that he hadde o-wher 
a wyf 1540 

For his estat , for swich a lusty lyf 
She sholde lede with this lusty knight ’ ’ 
And al this was compassed on the 
night 

Betwixe him Tasoun and this Ercules 
Of this© two heer was mad a shrewcd lees 
To como to hous upon an innocent , 1546 

For to be-dote this queen was hir assent 
And Jasoun is as coy as is a maide, (18 1) 
He loketh pitously, but noght he saide, 
But frely yaf he to her conseileres i SC50 
Yiftes grete, and to her offlceres 
As wolde god I leiser hadde, and tyme. 
By proces al his wowing for to r>me 
But in this hous if any fals lover be. 
Right as him-self now doth, right so dido 
ho, 1335 

With foyning and with every sotil dede 
Y© gete no more of me, but ye wil rede 
Th ’original, that telleth al tho cas (191) 
Tho somme is this, that Jasoun wedded 
was 

Unto this queue, and took ol her sub- 
staunco 1560 

What-so him hste, unto his purveyaunce , 
And upon her begat ho children two. 

And drow his sail, and saw her never-mo 
A lettre sente she to him certein. 
Which were to long to -viryten and to 
soin, 1 365 

And him reproveth of his grete untrouthe. 
And preyoth him on her to ha\© som 
routhe (2(X)) 

And of his children two, she seido him 
this. 

That they be lyke, of alle thing, y-wis, 

To Jasoun, save they coude nat begyle , 
And preyed god, or hit were longewhyle, 
That she, that had his herte y-raft her fro. 
Most© finden him to her iintrewe al-so. 
And that she moste bothe her children 
spille, 1S74 

And alle tho that suffreth him his w lUe 
And trew to Jasoun was she al her lyf, 
And ever kept© her chost, as for his wyT, 
No never had she joye at her herte, (211) 
But dyed, for his love, of sorwes smerte 
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Part IL The Lfqend of Medea 

To Ooloos oomen is this duk Jasoun, 
That IS of love devourer and dragoun i<i8i 
As matere appetyteth forme al-wey, 

And from forme in-to forme hit passen 
may, 

Or as a welle that were botomlees, 

Pight BO can fals Jasoun have no pees 
For, to desyren, through his appctyt, 

To doon with gentil wommen his delyt, 
This IS his lust and his fehcitee (221) 

Jasoun IS romed forth to the citee. 
That whylom eloped was Jacomtos, i«;9o 
That was the mai&ter-toun of al Colcos, 
And hath y-told the cause of his coming 
Un-to Oetes, of that contre king, 

Proving him that he moste doon his 
assay i«)94 

To gete the flees of gold, if that ho may , 
Of which the king assenteth to his hone. 
And doth him honour, as hit is to done. 
So ferforth, that his doghter and his eyr, 
Medea, which that was so wys and fair 
That fairer saw ther never man with ye, 
He made her doon to Jasoun companye 
At mete, and sitte hy him in the halle 
How was Jasoun a semely man with- 
alle, (236) 

And lyk a lord, and had a greet renoun, 
And of his loke as real as looun, 1605 
And goodly of his speche, and famulere. 
And coude of love al craft and art plenere 
With-oute hoke, with eve rich observaunce 
And, as fortune her oghte a foul mes- 
chaunce, 

She wex enamoured upon this man, 1610 
‘Jasoun,’ quod she, ‘ for ought I see or 
can. 

As of this thing the which ye been aboute, 
Ye han your-self y-pui in moche doute 
For, who-so wol this aventure acheve, 

He may nat wel asterten, as I leve, 1615 
With-outen deeth, but I his helpe be (249) 
But natheles, hit is my wille,’ quod she, 

‘ To forthren yow, so that ye shal nat dye. 
But tumen, sound, hoom to your Tessalye ’ 
‘ Myrighte lady,’ quod this Jasoun tho, 
* That ye han of my dethe or of my wo 
Any reward, and doon me this honour, 

I wot wel that my might ne my labour 


May nat deserve hit in my lyves day , 1624 
Q-od thanke yow, ther I ne can ne may 
Your man am I, and lowly you beseche. 
To been my help, with-oute more speche , 
But certes, for my deeth shal I nat 
spare ’ (261) 

Tho gan this Medea to him declare 
The peril of this cas, fro point to point, 
And of his batail, and in what disjoint 
He mote stande, of winch no creature. 
Save only she, ne mighto his lyf assure 
And shortly, to tho point right for to go, 
They been accorded ful, betwix hem two, 
That Jasoun shal her wedde, as trewe 
knight , ^ 1636 

And term y-set, to come sone at night (270) 
Unto her chamhre, and make ther his 
00th, 

Upon the gnddes, that he, for leef ne 
looth, 1639 

Ne sholde her never falsen, night ne day, 
To been her husbond, whyl he liven may, 
As she that from his deeth him saved 
here 

And her-upon, at night they mette y-fere, 
And doth his 00th, and goth with her to 
bedde 1644 

And on the morwe, upward he him spedde, 
For she hath taught him how he shal 
nat faile (279) 

The flees to winne, and stinten his bataile , 
And saved him his lyf and his honour , 
And gat him greet name as a ooiiquerour 
Right through the sleight of her en- 
ohantement 1650 

Now hath J asoun the floes, and hoom 
IS went 

With Medea, and tresor ful gret woon 
But unwist of her fader is she goon 
To Tessaly, with duk Jasoun her leef. 
That afterward hath broght her to mes- 
cheef 1655 

For as a traitour he is from her go, 

And with her lafte his yonge children 
two, (290) 

And falsly hath betrayed her, alias ’ 

And ever in love a cheef traitonr he was , 
And wedded yit the thndde wyf anon, 1660 
That was the doghter of the king Creon 
Tins IS the meed of loving and gnerdoun 
IThat Medea received of Jasoun 
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ight for her trouthe aikL for her kinde- 
nesse, 

hat loved him better than her self, I 
gesse, 1665 

nd lafte her fader and her heritage 
nd of Jasoun this is the vassalage, (300) 
hat, m his dayes, nas ther noon y-founde 
0 fals a lover going on the grounde 
nd thcrfor m her lettre thus she 
seyde 1670 

irst, whan she of his falsnesse him um- 
breyde. 

Why lyked me thy yelow heer to see 
[ore then the boundes of myn honestee, 


Why lyked me thy youthe and thy fair- 
nesse, 

And of thy tonge the infinit gracious- 
nesse ? 1675 

O, haddest thou in thy conquest deed 
y-be, 

Ful mikel untrouthe had ther dyed with 
thee’’ (310) 

Wcl can Ovyde her lettre in vers endyte, 
Which were as now to long for me to 
wryte 

Explicit Legenda Ysiphile et Medee^ 
Martii um 


V. THE LEGEND OF LUCRETIA 


^ncipit Legenda Lncrecie Rome, Mai tins 

Tow moot I seyn the exiling of kinges 
f Rome, for liir horrible doinges, 1081 
nd of the laste king Tarquinius, 
s saith Ovyde and Titus Livius 
•ut for that cause telle I nat this stone, 
!ut for to preise and drawen to memorie 
he verray wyf , the verray trewe Lucresse, 
hat, for her wyfhood and her stedfast- 
nesse, 1687 

fat only that thise payens her comende, 
lut he, that cleped is in our legende (10) 
he grete Austin, hath greet compas- 
sioun 1690 

If this Lucresse, that starf at Rome toun , 
nd in what wyse, I wol but shortly trete, 
Lnd of this thing I touche but the grete 
Whan Ardca beseged was aboute 
Vith Remains, that ful sterne were and 
stoute, 1695 

h-l longe lay the sege, and litel wroghto, 
o that they were halt ydel, as hem 
thoghte , (18) 

ind in Ins pley Tarquinius the yonge 
Ian for to jape, for he was light of tonge, 
Lnd seyde, that ‘ it was an ydel lyf , 1700 
J^o man did thor no more than his wyt , 
Lnd lat us spoke of wyves, that is best , 
*raise every man his owne, as him lest, 
Lnd with our speche lat us ese our herte ’ 
A knight, that highte Colatyne, up 
sterte, 1705 


And seyde thus, ‘ nay, for hit is no nede 
To trowen on the woid, but on the 
dede 

I have a wyf,’ quod he, ‘ that, as I trowe, 
Ib holden good of alle that ever her 
knowe , (30) 

Go we to-night to Rome, and we shul 
see’ 1710 

Tarquinius answerde, ‘ that lyketh me ’ 
To Rome be they come, and faste hem 
dighte 

To Colatynes hous, and doun they lighte, 
Tarquinius, and eek this Colatyne 
The husbond knew the estres wel and 
fyne, 1715 

And prively into the hous they goon , 

Nor at the gate porter was ther noon , 
And at the chambre dore they abyde (39) 
This noble wyf sat by her beddes syde 
Dischevele, for no malice she ne thoghte, 
And softe wolle our book seith that she 
wroghte 1721 

To kepen her fro slouthe and ydelnesse , 
And bad her servants doon hir businesse, 
And axeth hem, ‘ what tj dings heren ye? 
How seith men of the sege, how shal hit 
be? 1725 

God wolde the wallos weren falle adoun , 
Myn husbond is so longe out of this toun, 
For which the dreed doth me so sore 
smerte. 

Right as a swerd hit stingeth to myn 
herte (50) 
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Whan I think on the sege or of that place , 
God save my lord, I preye him for his 
grace ’ — 1731 

And ther-with-al ful tenderly she weep, 
And of her werk she took no more keep, 
But mekely she leet her eyen falle , 
Andthilke semblant sat her wel with-alle 
And eek her teres, ful of honestee, 1736 
Embelisshed her wyfly chastitee , 

Her countenaunce is to her herte digne, 
For they acordeden in dede and signe (60) 
And with that word her husbond Colatyn, 
Or she of him was war, com starting m, 
And seide, ‘dreed thee noght, for I am 
here ’ ’ 1 742 

And she anoon up roos, with blisful chere. 
And kiste him, as of wyves is the wone 
Tarqumius, this proude kinges sone, 
Conceived hath her beauteo and her 
chere, 1746 

Heryelow heer, her shap, and her manere, 
Her hew, her wordes that she hath com- 
pleyned. 

And by no crafte her beauteo nas nat 
foyned , (70) 

And caughte to this lady swich desyr. 
That in his herte brende as any fyr 17:51 
So woodly, that his wit was al forgeten 
For wel, thoghte he, she sholde nat be 
geten , 

And ay the more that he was in dispair, 
The more he coveteth and thoghte her 
fair 1755 

His blinde lust was al his covetinge 
A-morwe, whan the brid began to singe. 
Unto the sege he comth ful privily. 

And by himself he walketh sobrely, (80) 
Th’image of her recording alwey newe , 

‘ Thus lay her lieer, and thus fresh was 
her hewe , 1761 

Thus sat, thus spak, thus span , this was 
her chere, 

Thus fair she was, and this was her 
manere ’ 

Al this conceit his herte hath now y take 
And, as the see, with tempest al to-shake. 
That, after whan the storm is al ago, 1766 
Yet wol the water quappe a day or two, 
Eight so, thogh that her forme wer 
absent, (8q) 

The plesaunce of her forme was present , 


But natheles, nat plesaunce, but del3rt, 

Or an unrightful talent with despyt ,1771 
‘ For, maugre her, she shal my lemman 
be , 

Hap helpeth hardy man alday,’ quod he , 

‘ What ende that I make, hit shal be so , ’ 
And girt him with his swerde, and gan 
to go , 1775 

And forth he rit til he to Eome is come, 
And al aloon his wey than hath he nomo 
Unto the house of Colatyn ful right 
Doun was the sonne, and day hath lost 
his light , (100) 

And in he com un-to a privy halke, 1 780 
And m the night ful theefly gan he stalke. 
Whan every night was to his reste broght, 
Ne no wight had of tresoun swich a 
thoght 

Were hit by window or by other gin, 1784 
With swerde y-drawe, shortly he comth in 
Ther as she lay, this noble wyf Lucresse 
And, as she wook, her bed she felte presse 
‘Wliat beste is that,’ quod she, ‘that 
weyoth thus ? ’ 

‘ I am the kinges sone, Tarqumius,’ (no) 
Quod he, ‘but and thou crye, or noise 
make, 1790 

Or if thou any creature awake. 

By thilke god that formed man on lyve. 
This swerd through-out thyn herte shal 
I ryve ’ 

And ther-withal unto her throte he storte. 
And sette the point al sharp upon her 
herte 179:5 

No word she spak, she hath no might 
therto 

What shal she sayn ’ her wit is al ago 
Eight as a wolf that fynt a lomb aloon, 
To whom shal she compleyne, or make 
moon? (i2o) 

What ’ shal she fighte with an hardy 
knight ’ i8(X) 

Wel wot men that a woman hath no 
might 

What ’ shal she crye, or how shal she 
asterte 

That hath her by the throte, with swerde 
at herte ? 

She axeth grace, and seith al that she can 
‘ Ne wolt thou nat,’ quod he, this cruel 
man, 1805 



of BuctHia, 


383 


‘ As Mvisly Jupiter my soulo save, 

As I shal in the stable slee thy knave, 
And leyo him in thy bed, and loude crye. 
That I thee finde in suche avouterye , (130) 
And thus tliou shalt be deed, and also 
less 1810 

Thy name, tor thou shalt non other chese ’ 
Thise Remain wyves loveden so hir 
name 

Atthilke tyme, and dredden so the shame. 
That, v hat for fere of slaundre and drede 
of deeth, 1814 

She loste bothe at-ones wit and breeth. 
And in a swough she lay and wex so 
deed, 

Men miglite smyten of her arm or heed , 
She feleth no-thing, neither foul ne fair 
Tarqumius, that art a kinges eyr, (140) 
And sholdest, as by linage and by right, 
Boon as a lord and as a verray knight. 
Why hastow doon dispyt to chivalrye ? 
Why hastow doon this lady vilanye ? 
Allas ’ of thee this was a vileins dede * 
But now to purpos , in the story I rede. 
Whan he was goon, al this mischaunce is 
falle 18-.6 

This lady sente after her frendes alle. 
Fader, moder, husbond, al y-fere , (149) 

And al dischevele, with her heres clere. 
In habit swich as women used tho 1830 
Unto the burying of her frendes go. 

She sit in halle with a sorweful sighte 
Her frendes axen what her aylen mighte. 
And who was deed? And she sit ay 
wepinge, 

A word for shame ne may she forth out- 
brmge, 1835 

No upon hem she dorste nat beholde 
But atte laste of Tarquiny she hem tolde. 
This rewful cas, and al this thing horrible 
The wo to tellon hit were impossible, (ifKi) 
That she and alle her frendes made 
atones 1840 

Al hadde folkes hertes been of stones. 

Hit mighte have maked hem upon her 
rewe. 

Her herte was so wyfly and so trewe 
She seide, that, for her gilt ne for her 
blame. 

Her husbond sholde nat have tho foule 
name, 1843 


That wolde she nat suffre, by no wey 
And they answerden alle, upon hir fey. 
That they foryeve hit her, for hit was 
right , (1C9) 

Hit was no gilt, hit lay nat in her might , 
And seiden her ensamples many oon 18 so 
But al for noght, for thus she seide 
anoon, 

‘ Be as be may,’ quod she, ‘ of forgiving, 

I wol nat have no forgift for no-thing ’ 
But prively she caughte forth a knyf, 1834 
And therwith-al she rafte her-self her lyf , 
And as she fel adoun, she caste her look, 
And of her clothes yit she hede took , 

For in her falling yit she hadde care 
Lest that her feet or swiche thing lay 
bare , (180) 

So welshe loved clennesse and eek trouthe 
Of her had al the toun of Rome routhe. 
And Brutus by her chaste blode hath 
swore 1862 

That Tarquin sholde y-banisht be ther-fore, 
And al his kin , and let the peple calle, 
And openly the tale he tolde hem alle. 
And openly let cane her on a here 1866 
Through al the toun, that men may see 
and here 

Tho horrible deed of her oppressioun 
Ne never was ther king in Rome toun (190) 
Sm thilke day , and she was holden there 
A seint, and ever her day y halwed dere 
As in hir la we and thus endeth Lucresse, 
The noble wyf, as Titus bereth witnesse 
I tell hit, for si e was of love so trewe, 
Ne in her wille she chaunged for no newe 
And for the stable herte, sad and kmde. 
That in these women men may alday 
finde , 1877 

Ther as they caste hir herte, ther hit 
dwelleth 

For wel I wot, that Crist ■flnm-selve 
telleth, (200) 

That in Israel, as wi d as is tho lond, 1880 
That so gret feith in al tho lond he ne 
fond 

As in a woman , and this is no lye 
And as of men, loketh which tirannye 
Tliey doon alday , assay hem who so liste. 
The trewest is ful biotel for to triste 1S85 

Explicit Legenda Lucrecie Home^ Marin ts. 
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VI THE LEGEND OF ARIADNE 


Inciint Legenda Adrtane de Athenes 

JuGE infernal, Minos, of Crete king. 

Now cometh thy lot, now comestow on 
the ring , 

Nat for thy sake only wryte I this stone, 
But for to clepe agein unto memorie 1889 
Of Theseus the grote untrouthe of love , 
For which the goddes of the heven above 
Ben wrothe, and wreche han take lor thy 
sinne 

Be reed for shame ’ now I thy Ivf beginno 
Minos, that was the mighty king of 
Crete, 

Tliat hadde an hundred citees stronge 
and grete, (10) 1895 

To scole hath sent hia sone Androgens, 

To Athenes , of the whiche hit happed 
thus, 

That he was slayn, lerning philosophye, 
Bight in that citee, nat but for envye 
The grete Minos, of the whicho I speke, 
His sones deeth is comcn for to wreke , 
Alcathoe he bisegeth harde and longe 
But natheles the walles be so stronge, 
And Nisus, that was king of that citee, 

So chivalrous, that litel dredeth he , 1905 
Of Minos or his ost took he no cure, (21) 
Til on a day befel an aventure. 

That Nisus doghter stood upon the wal, 
And of the sego saw the maner al 1909 
So happed hit, that, at a scarmishing, 

She caste her herte upon Minos the king, 
For his beautee and for Ins chivalrye. 

So sore, that she wcnde for to dye 
And, shortly of this procos for to pace. 
She made Minos winnen tliilke place, 1915 
So that the citee was al at his wille, (31) 
To saven whom him list, or dies spille , 
But wikkedly he quitte her kindenesse. 
And let her drenche in sorowe and dis- 
tresse, ^919 

Nere that the goddes hadde of her pite , 
But that tale were to long as now for me 
Athenes wan this king Minos also, 

And Alcathoe and other tounes mo , 


And this th’effect, that Minos hath s 
dnven 

Hem of Athenes, that they mote hin 
yiven (40) 192 

Fro yere to yere her owne children dere 
For to be slayn, as ye shul after hero 
This Minos hath a monstre, a wikke< 
besto. 

That was so oruol that, without areste. 
Whan that a man was broght in hi 
piesence, iq^ 

He volde him ete, ther helpoth no de 
fence 

And oyery thridde yeer, with-outen doute 
They casten lot, and, as hit com aboute 
On nche, on pore, he moste his son 
take, (4 q) 19^ 

And of his child he moste present make 
Unto Mmos, to save him or to spiUe, 

Or lete his besto devoure him at hi 
willo 

And this hath Mmos don, right in despyt 
To wreke his sono was set al his delyt, 
And maken hem of Athenes his thral 194 
Fro yere to yere, whyl that he liven shal 
And boom he sailoth whan this toun i 
wonne 

This wikked custom is so longe y-ronne 
Til that of Athenes king Egeus 
Mot sende his owne sone, Theseus, 104 
Sith that the lot is fallen him upon, (fS: 
To be devoured, for grace is ther non 
And forth is lad this woful yonge knighl 
Unto the court of king Mmos ful right, 
And in a prison, fetered, cast is he 195 
Til thilke tyme he sholde y-freten be 
Wei maystow wepo, O woful Theseus, 
ThaA art a kmgos sono, and dampne( 
thus 

Me thinkcth this, that thou were dep 
y-holde 19:; 

To whom that saved tlieo fro cares colde 
And now, if any woman helpe thee, (71 
Wei oughtestow her servant for to be, 
And been her trewe lover yeer by yere ’ 
But now to come ageyn to my matere 
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The tour, ther as this Theseus is throwe 
Doun m the botom derke and wonder 
lowo, 1961 

Was joynmg in the walle to a foreyne , 
And hit was longing to the doghtren 
tweyiie 

01 king Minos, that in hir chambres grete 
Bwolton above, toward the maistor- 
strete, (J^o) 1961^ 

In mochel mirthe, in joye and in solas 
Not I nat how, hit happed ther, per cas. 
As Theseus comploj nod him by niglite. 
The kinges doghter, Adrian that highte. 
And eek hei suster Phedra, herden al 1970 
His compleynmg, as they stode on the wal 
And lokeden ui^on the biighte mone , 
Hem leste nat to go to bedde sone 
And ol his wo they had compassioun , 

A kinges sone to ben in swich prisoun 
And bo de\oured, thoughto hem gret 
pitee (91) 1976 

Than Adrian spak to her suster fiee. 
And seyde, ‘ Phedra, levo suster dere, 

This woful lordes sone may ye nat here, 
How pitously compleynetli he his km. 
And eek Ins pore estat that ho is in, 1981 
And giltcless ? now ceitcs, hit is routhe ’ 
And it ye wol assenten, by my trouthe, 

He sh il be lioljien, how so that we do ’’ 
Pliedia answerde, * y-Vis, mo is as wo 
lor him as ever I was lor any man , i()S6 
And, to his help, the besto reed I can (102) 
Is that we doon the gayler pnvely 
To come, and speke with us hastily, 

And doon this woful man with him to 
come 1990 

For if he may tins monstre overcome. 
Than were he quit , ther is noon other 
bote 

Lat us wel taste him at his herte-rote, 
That, if so be that he a wopen have, 

Wher that he dar, his lyf to kepo and 
save, (110) jQ9‘i 

Pighten with this fend, and him defende 
For, in the prison, ther he shal descende, 
Ye wite wel, that the beste is in a place 
That nis nat derk, and hath roum eek 
and space 

To welde an ax or swerd or staf or knyf, 
So that, me thinketh, he sholde save his 
lyf , 2001 


If that he be a man, ho shal do so 
And wo shul make him balles eek also 
Of wexe and towe, that, whan he gapeth 
faste, 2004 

Into the bcstes tlirote lie shal hem caste 
To slake his hunger and encombre his 
teeth , (i^i) 

And right anon, whan that Theseus seeth 
The besto achoked, he shal on him lex)0 
To sleen him, or they comon more to-hepe 
This wepen shal the gayler, or that tyde, 
Ful privily within the prison hyde , 2011 
And, for the hous is crmkled to and fro, 
And hath so queinte weyes for to go — 

For hit IS shapon as the mase is wroght — > 
Therto have I a remodie in my thoght. 
That, by a clewe of twyne, as he hath 
goon, (i^i) 2016 

The same wey he may returno anoon, 
Folw mg alwey the threed, as he hath 
come 

And, whan that ho this beste hath over- 
come, 

Then may he fleen awey out of this drede, 
And eek the gaoler may ho with him 
lede, 2021 

And him avaunce at hoom m his contree, 
Sin that so greet a lordes sone is he 
This is my reed, if that ho dar hit take ’ 
What sholde I longer sermoun of hit 
make ? 2025 

The gayler cometh, and with him Theseus 
And whan thise thinges been acorded 
thus, (142) 

Adoun sit Theseus upon his knee — 

‘ The nghte lady of my lyf,’ quod he, 

‘I, sorweful man, y-dampned to the deeth, 
Fro yow, wlijl that me lasteth lyf or 
breeth, 203 1 

I wol nat twmne, after this aventure, 

But in your servise thus I wol endure. 
That, as a wrcccho unknowe, I wol yow 
serve 20H 

For ovei-mo, til that m^n herte sterve 
Forsake I wol at hoom myn heritage, (151) 
And, as I seide, ben of your court a page. 
If that ye vouche sauf that, m this place, 
Ye graunte me to han so gret a grace 
That I may han nat but my mete and 
drmke , 2040 

And for my sustenance yit wol I swinko, 
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Right as yow list, that Minos ne no 
wight — 

Sin that he saw me never with eyen 
Bight — 

Ne no man elles, dial me conne espye , 

So slyly and bo wel I shal me gye, 2045 
And me so wel disfigure and so lowe, (161) 
That in this world ther shal no man me 
knowe, 

To han my lyf, and for to ban presence 
Of yow, that doon to me this exc ellence 
And to my fader shal I senden here 
This worthy man, tloat is now your gay- 
lere, 

And, him to guerdon, that he shal wel be 
Oon of the grettest men of my contree 
And yif I dorste seyn, my lady bright, 

I am a kinges sone, and eek a knight , 

As wolde god, yif that hit mighte be (171) 
Ye weren m my contree, alle three. 

And I with yow, to here yow companye, 
Than shuide ye seen yif that I ther-of lye ’ 
And, if I profre yow in low manere 2060 
To ben your page and serven yow right 
here, 

But I yow serve as lowly in that place, 

I prey to Mars to yive me swiche a grace 
That shames dceth on me tlier mote 
falle. 

And deeth and povert to my frendes 
alle , 2 o6«; 

And thatmy €^irit by mghte mote go 
After my deeth, and walke to and fro , 
That I mote of a traitour have a name, 
For which my spirit go, to do me shame ’ 
And yif I ever claime other degree, 2070 
But-if ye vouche-sauf to yive hit me, 

As I have seid, of shames deeth I deye ’ 
And mercy, lady ’ I can nat elles seye ’ ’ 
A seemly knight was Theseus to see, 
And yong, but gf a twenty yeer and 
three , 2075 

But who-so hadde y-se5ui his counten- 
aunce, (ipi) 

JBe wolde have wept, for routhe of ius 
penaunce , 

For which this Adriane in this manere 
Answerde to his profre and to his chere 
‘A kmges sone, and eek a knight,’ 
quod she, 2080 

‘To been any servant m so low degree, 


Gk>d shilde hit, for the shame of women 
aUe» 

And leve me never swicli a cas befalle ’ 
But sende yow grace and sleight© of 
herte also, 

Yow to defende and knightly sleen your 
fo, 2085 

And lewe herafter that I may yow finde 
To me and to my suster here so kinde, 
That I repent© nat to grve yow lyf ’ (203) 
Yit were hit better that I were your 

wyf, 

Sin that ye been as gentil born as I, 2090 
And have a rfiaume, nat but faste by, 
Then that I suffired giltles yow to sterve. 
Or that I let yow as a page serve , 

Hit is not profit, as unto your kmrede , 
But what is that that man ml do for 
drodo ? 2095 

And to my suster, sm that hit is so (21 1) 
That she mot goon with me, if that I go, 
Or elles suffre deeth as wel as I, 

That ye unto your sone as trewely 2099 
Doon her be wedded at your hoom-coming 
This is the fynal ende of al this thing , 

Ye swere hit beer, on al that may he 
sworn ’ 

‘ Ye, lady mym,’ quod he, ‘ or elles tom 
Mote I be with the Mmotaur to-morwe ’ 
And haveth her-of my herte»blood to 
borwe, (220) 2105 

Yif that ye wile , if I had knyf or spere, 

I wolde hit leten out, and ther-on swere, 
For than at erst I wKxfc ye wil me leve 
By Mars, that is the cheef of my hileve, 
So that I mighte liven and nat fade 2110 
To-morwe for t’acheve my batade, 

I nolde never fro this plaoe flee, 

Td that ye shuld the verray preve stee 
For now, if that the sooth I shal yow say, 
I have y-loved yow ful many a day, 2115 
Thogh ye ne wiste hit nat, m mveentree 
And aldermost desyred yow to see (232) 
Of any erthly living creature , 2118 

Upon my trouthe I swere, and yow assure, 
Thise seven yeer I have your servant be , 
Now have I yow, and also have ye me, 

My dere herte, of Athenes duchessei’ 

This lady smyleth at his stedfastnesse, 
And at his hextly wordes, and his chei©, 
And to her suster seide in this manere, 
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A 1 softely, ‘ now, suster myn,’ quod she, 

‘ Now be we duchesses, bothe I and ye, 
And sikered to the regals of Athenes, (^43) 
And both© her-after lykly to bo queues, 
And saved fio Ins deoth a kmges sone. 

As ever of gentil women is the won© 2131 
To save a gentil man, emfoith hir might, 
In honest cause, and namely in his right 
Me thinketh no wight oghte her-of us 
blame, 

Ne beren us ther for an evel name ’ 2135 
And shortly of this matere for to make, 
This Theseus of her hath leve y-take, (232) 
And every point fperformed was in dede 
As ye have in this covenant herd me redo 
His wepen, his clew, his thing that I have 
said, 2140 

Was by the gayler in the hous y-laid 
The r as this Minotaur hath his dwelling. 
Right faste by the dore, at his entiing 
And Theseus is lad unto his deeth, 2144 
And forth un-to this Minotaur he geeth. 
And by the teching of this Adriano (261) 
He overcom this beste, and was his bane , 
And out he cometh by the clewe again 
Ful prevely, whan he this beste hath 
slain , 2149 

And by the gayler geten hath a barge, 
And of his wyves tresor gan hit charge, 
And took his wyf, and eek her suster free. 
And eck the gayler, and with hem alio 
three 

Is stole awey out of the lond by nighto, 
And to the centre of Ennopye him 
dighte 215') 

Ther as ho had a frend of his knowinge 
Ther festen they, ther dauncen they and 
singe , (272) 

And in his armes hath this Adriane, 

That of the beste hath kept him fiom his 
bane , 2159 

And gat him ther a newe barge anoon. 
And of his contree-foUs a ful gret woon. 
And taketh his love, and hoomward sail- 
eth he 

And in an yle, amid the wilde see, 

Ther as ther dwelte creature noon 
Save Wilde bostes, and that ful many 
oon, 2165 

He made his ship a-londe for to sett© , 
And in that yle half a day he lette, (282) 


And seide, that on the lond he moste him 
reste 

His mariners han doon right as him 
leste , 

And, for to tellen shortly in this cas, 217^3 
Whan Adnane his wyf a-slepe was. 

For that her suster fairer was than she 
He taketh her in his hond, and forth 
goth lie 

To shippe, and as a traitour stal his way 
Whyl that this Adnane a-slepe lay, 2175 
And to his contree-ward he saileth 
blyve — (291) 

A twenty devil way the wind him 
drjrve ’ — 

And fond his fader drenched in the see 
Me list no more to speke of him, parde , 
Thise false lovers, jicison be hir bane ’ 

But I wol turne again to Adriane 2181 
That is with slope for werinesse atake 
Ful sorwefully her herte may awake 
Allas ’ for thee my herte hath now 
pite ’ 

Right in the dawemng awake th she, 2i8<? 
And giopeth in the bedde, and fond right 
noght (301) 

‘Allas*’ quod she, ‘that ever I was 
wroght * 

I am betrayed *’ and her hoer to-rente, 
And to the stronde bar-fot faste she 
wento, 

And cryed, ‘ Theseus ' myn herte swete ’ 
Wher bo yo, that I may nat with yow 
mete, 2191 

And mighte thus with bestes been y- 
slain ? ’ 

The holwe rokkes answerde her again , 
No man she saw, and yit shyned the 
mone, 2194 

And hye upon a rokke she wente sone, 
And saw Ins barge sailing in the see (311) 
Cold wex her herte, and light thus seid© 
she 

‘ Meker than yo finde I the bestes wilde * ’ 
Hadde he nat sinne, that her thus be- 
gylde? 

She cryed, ‘ O turne again, for ronthe and 
sinne » 2200 

Thy barge hath nat al his memy inne ' ’ 
Her kerchef on a pole up stikked she, 

I Aseaunce that he sholde hit wel j^see, 
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And liim remembre that she was behinde, 
And tnrne again, and on tbe stronde her 
finde , (320) 2205 

Bnt al for noght , Ins wey ho is y-goon 
And doun she fil a-swown upon a stoon , 
And np she rist, and kiste, in al her care, 
The steppes of his feet, ther he hath fare. 
And to her bedde right thus she speketh 
tho — 2210 

‘ Thou bed,’ quod she, ‘ that hast recejrved 
two. 

Thou shalt answere of two, and nat of 
oon ’ 

Wher IS thy gretter part away y-goon ? 
Allas ’ wher shal I, wrecched wight, be- 
come * 

Tor, thogh so be that ship or boot heer 
come, 2215 


Hoom to my contree dar I nat for 
drede , (331) 

I can my-selven m this cas nat rede ' ’ 
What shal I telle more her complcin- 
ing9 

Hit IS so long, hit were an hevy thing 
In her epistle Naso telleth al , 2220 

But shortly to the ende I teUe shal 
The goddes have her holpen, for piteo , 
And, in the signe of Taurus, men may 
see 

The stones of her coroun shyne clere — • 

I wol no more Speke of this matere , 
But thus this false lover can begyle 2226 

His trewe love Tlie devil f him quyte 
his whyle ’ (342) 

Explicit Legenda Adriane de Athenes 


VII THE LEGEND OF PHILOMELA 


Incipit Legenda Philomene 
Deus dator formarum 
Thou juver of the tormes, that hast 
•wroght 

The faire world, and bare hit in thy 
thoght 

Eternally, or thou thy werk began, 2230 
Why madest thou, unto the slaundre of 
man, 

Or — al be that hit was not thy doing. 

As for that fyn to make swiche a 
thing — 

Why suffrest thou that Tereus was bore. 
That IS in love so fals and so lorswore. 
That, fro this world up to the firsto 
hevene, 2236 

Corrumpeth, whan that folk his name 
nevene? (10) 

And, as to me, so grisly was his dede. 
That, whan that I his foule story rede, 
Myn eyen wexen foule and sore also , 2240 
Yit last the venim of so longe ago. 

That hit enfecteth him that wol beholde 
The story of Toreus, of winch I tolde 
Of Trace was he lord, and kin to Marte, 
The cruel god that stant with blody 
darte , 2245 


And wedded had he, with a blisful chore. 
King Pandiones faire doghter dere, (20) 
That highte Progne, flour of her contree, 
Thogh Juno hst nat at tho feste be, 

Ne Ymeneus, that god of wedding is , 

But at the feste redy been, y-wis, 2231 
The furies three, with alle hir mortel 
brond 

The owle al night aboute the balkes wond, 
That prophet is of wo and of mischaunce 
This revel, ful of songe and ful of daunce, 
Lasteth a fourtemght, or htel lasse 2256 
But, shortly of this story for to passe, {30) 
For I am wery of him for to teUe, 

Five yeer his wyf and he togeder dwelle, 
Til on a day she gan so sore longe 2260 

To seen her suster, that she saw nat longe, 
That for desyr she mste what to seye 
But to her husband gan she for to preye, 
For goddes love, that she moste ones 
&uon 2264 

Her suster for to seen, and come anoon, 
Or ellcs, but she moste to her wende. 

She preydo him, that he wolde after her 
sende , (40) 

And this was, day by day, al her prayere 
With al humblesse of wyfhood, word, and 
chere 226^ 
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This Tereus let make his shippes yare, 
And into Grece him-self is forth y-faro 
Unto his fader in lawe, and gan him 
preye 

To vouche-sauf that, for a month or 
tweyo, 

That Philomene, his wyves snster, miglite 
On Progne his wyf hut ones have a 
sighte — 227^ 

‘ And she shal come to yow again anoon 
Myself 'With her 'wol bothe come and 
goon, (50) 

And as myn hertes lyf I wol her kepe ’ 
This olde Pandion, this king, gin 
wepe 

For tcndernesse of lierte, for to leve 2280 
His dogliter goon, and for to yiye lioi 
lo\e , 

Of al this woild he lovede no-thmg so , 
But at the laste leye hath she to go 
For Philomene, with salte teres eko, 

Gan of hei fader grace to besoke 2285 

To seen her suster, that her longeth so , 
And him embracoth with her armes two 
And tlierwith-al so yong and fair was she 
That, whan that Tereus saw her beautee, 
And of array that ther was noon hei 
liche, (63) 2290 

And yit of bountee was she two so riche, 
He caste his fyry herte upon her so 
That he wol have her, how so that hit go. 
And with Ins v ylos knoled and so preyde. 
Til at the laste Pandion thus seydo — 
‘Now, sone,’ quod he, ‘that art tome 
so dcre, 2296 

I thee betake my yonge doghter here, (70) 
That bereth the key of al my hertes lyf 
And grete wel my doghter and thy -wyf, 
And yive her leve somtyme for to pleye. 
That she may seen me ones er I deye ’ 
And soothly, he hath mad him ncho 
feste, 2^02 

And to his folk, the moste and eek the 
leste. 

That with him com , and yaf him yiftes 
grete. 

And him conveyeth through the maister- 
strete 2305 

Of Athenes, and to the see him broghte. 
And turneth hoom, no malice he ne 
thoghte (80) 


The ores pulleth forth the vessel faste, 
And into Trace arriveth at the laste. 

And up into a forest he her ledde, 2310 
And to a cave privily him spedde , 

And, in this dorke cave, yif her leste, 

Or leste noght, he bad her for to reste , 

Of whiche her herte agroos, and seyde 
thus, 

‘ Wlier IS my suster, brother Tereus?’ 23 r5 
And therwith-al she wepte tenderly. 

And quook for feie, pale and pitously. 
Right as the lamb that of the wolf 13 
biten , 

Or as the col\er, that of the egle is 
smiten. 

And IS out of his clawes forth escaped, 2320 
Yet hit IS afered and awhapod 
Lest hit be hent eft-soncs, so sat she 
But utterly hit may non other be 
By force hath he, this traitour, doon that 
dede, 

That he hath reft her of her mayden- 
hede, 2325 

Maugree her heed, by strengthe and by 
his might (99) 

Lo » hero a dede of men, and that a right ♦ 
She cryeth ‘ suster ’ ’ with ful loud 
stevene. 

And ‘ fader dere ’ ’ and ‘ help me, god in 
hevene ’ ’ 2329 

Al holpeth nat , and yet this false theef 
Hath doon this lady yet a more mischeef. 
For fere lest she sholde his shame erj'-e, 
And doon him openly a vilanye, 

And with hiS swerd her tong of kerveth 
he. 

And in a castel made her for to be 2335 
Ful privily in prison e\ ermore. 

And kepte her to his usage and his 
store, (no) 

So that she mighte him nevermore asterte 
O sely Philomene ' wo is tliyn herte , 

God wreke thee, and sende thee thy 
bone ’ 2340 

Now IS hit tyme I make an ende sone 
This Tereus is to his wyf y-come, 

And m his armes hath his wyf y-nome. 
And pitously he weep, and shook Ins 
heed, 

And swor her that he fond her suster 
deed , 2345 
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For which this sely Progne hath swich 
wo, (119) 234.6 

That ny her sorweful herte brak a-two, 
And thus in teres lete I Progne dwelle, 
And of her suster forth I wol yow telle 
This woful lady lerned had in youthe 
So that she werken and enbrouden couthe, 
And weven in her stole the radevore 
As hit of women hath be woned yore 
And, shortly for to seyn, she hath her 
fille 

Of mete and dnnk, and clothing at her 
wille, 

And coude eek rede, and wel y-nogh 
endyte, 

But with a penne ooude she nat wryte , 
But lettres can she weven to and fro, (13 1 ) 
So that, by that the yeer was al a-go, 

She had y- woven in a stamin large 2360 
How she was broght from Athones in a 
baige, 

And in a cave how that she was broght , 
And al the thing that Terous hath wroght. 
She waf hit wel, and wroot the story 
above, 

How she was served for her suster love , 
And to a knave a ring she yaf anoon, 2366 
And prayed him, by sigiies, for to goon (140) 
Unto the queue, and beren her that clooth. 
And by signes swor him m iny an 00th, 
She sholde him yeve what she geten 
mighte 2370 

This knave anoon unto the queue him 
diglite, 


And took hit her, and al the maner tolde 
And, whan that Progne hath this things 
beholde, 

No word she spak, for sorwe and eek for 
rage , 

But fcyned her to goon on pilgrimage 2373 
To Bachus temple , and, in a litel 
stounde. 

Her dombe suster sitting hath she founde, 
Weping in the castel her aloon (151) 
Allas ’ the wo, the compleint, and the 
moon 

That Progne upon her dombe suster 
maketh > 2380 

In armos evench of hem other taketh, 
And thus I lete hem in hir sorwe dwelle 
The remenant is no charge for to 
telle, 

For this is al and som, thus was she 
served, 

Tliat never harm a-gilte ne deserved 2385 
Unto tins cruel man, that she of wiste 
Ye may be war of men, yif that yow 
liste (160) 

For, al be that he wol nat, for his shame, 
Boon so as Terous, to lose his name, 

Ne serve yow as a mordrour or a knave, 
Ful litel whylo shul yo trewe him liave, 
That wol I seyn, al were he now my 
brother, 2392 

But hit so be that he may have non 
other (166) 

Explicit Legenda PJnlomene, 


VIII THE LEGEND OF PHYLLIS 

Inctpit Leqenda Phillis ‘ God, for his grace, fro swicli oon kepo 

By preve as wel as by auctoritee, us ’ ’ 

That wikked fruit cometh of a wikked Thus may thise women prayen that hit 
tree, 2395 here, (9) 

That may ye finde, if that it lyketh Now to th’effect tume I of my matere 
yow Destroyed is of Troye the citee , 2404 

But for this ende I speke this as now. This Demophon com sailing in the see 
To telle you of false Demophon Toward Athones, to his paleys large , 

In love a falser herde I never non, With him com many a riiip and many a 

But-if hit were his fader Theseus. 2400 barge 
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Ful of liig folk, of which fnl manjr ©on 
Is wonnded sore, and seek, and wo be- 
goon 2409 

And they han at the sege longo y-lain 
Behmde him com a wind and eek a ram 
That slioof so sore, his sail ne mighte 
stonde, (19) 

Him were lever than al the world a-londe, 
So huntoth him the tempest to and fro 
So derk hit was, hecoude nowher go , 2415 
And with a wawe brosten was his stera 
His ship was rent so lowe, m swich 
manere, 

That carpenter ne conde hit nat amende 
The see, by nighte, as any toiche brende 
For wood, and posseth him now up now 
doun, 2420 

Til Neptune hath of him compassioun, 
And Thetis, Chorus, Tnton, and they 
alle, 

And maden him upon a lond to falle, (50) 
Wlier-of that Phillis lady was and queue, 
Lignrgua doghter, fairer on to sene 2425 
Than is the flour again the hnghto sonne 
Unnethe is Bemophon to londe y-wonne, 
Wayk and eek wery, and his folk for- 
pyned 

Of wermosse, and also enfamyned , 2429 

And to the deeth he almost was y-driven 
His wyse folk to conseil han him yiven 
To seken help and socour of the queen, 
And lokon what his grace mighte been, (40) 
And maken in that lond som chevisaunce, 
To kepen him fro wo and fio mischaunce 
For seek was he, and almost at the deeth , 
Unnethe mighte he speke 01 drawe his 
breeth, 2437 

And lyth in Kodopeya him for to reste 
Wlian he may wallve, him thoughte hit 
was the beste 

Unto the court to seken for socour 2440 
Men knewG him wel, and diden him 
honour , 

For at Athenes duk and lord was he, 

As Theseus his fader hadde y-be, (30) 

That in his tyme was of greet renoun, 

No man so greet in al his regioun , 2443 

And lyk his fader of face and of stature, 
And f als of love , hit com him of nature , 
As doth the fox Renard, the foxes sone, 
Of kinde he coude Ins olde faders wone 


Withoute lore, as can a drake swimme 
Whan hit is caught and caned to the 
bnmme 2451 

This honourable Phillis doth him cliere, 
Her lyketh wel his port and liis manere 
But for I am agroted heer-biforn ( 91 ) 

To wryte of hem that been in love for- 
sworn, 2435 

And eek to haste me in my legende, 
Which to performe god me grace sende, 
Therfor I passe shortly in this wyse , 

Ye han wel herd of Theseus deryse 
In the betraising of fair Adriane, 2460 

That of her pite kepte him from his 
bone 

At shorte wordes, right so Demophon 
The same wey, the same path hath gon (70) 
That dido his false fader Theseus 
For unto Phillis hath he sworon thus, 2465 
To wedden her, and her his trouthe 
plighte, 

And piked of her al the good he mighte, 
Whan he was liool and sound and hadde 
his reste , 

And doth with PhiUis what so that him 
leste 

And wel coude I, j if that me leste so, 2470 
Tollen al his doing to and fro 

He seide, unto his contree moste he 
saile, 

For ther he wolde her wedding apparaile 
As fil to her honour and his also (81) 
And openly he took his leve tho, 2475 
And hath her sworn, he wolde nat sojorne, 
But in a month he wolde again retorne 
And in that lond let make his ordinaunce 
As vorray lord, and took tho oheisaunce 
Wel and hoomly, and let his shippes 
dighte, 2480 

And hoom he goth the ne\to wey he 
mighte , 

For unto PhiUis yit ne com he noght 
And that hath she so harde and sore 
ahoght, (90) 

Allas ’ that, as the stones us recorde, 

She was her owne deeth right with a 
corde, 248? 

\Wian that she saw that Demophon her 
trayed 

But to him first she wroot and faste 
him prayed 
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He wolcle come, and her deliver of peyne, 
As I reherse shal a word or tweyne 
Me list nat vouclie-sauf on him to swinke, 
He spende on him a penne ful of inke, 2491 
For fals in love was he, right as his syre, 
The devil setto hir soiiles botho a-fyre ’ 
But of the Icttre of Philhs v ol I wryte 
A word or tweyne, al-thogh hit be but 
lyto (102) 2495 

‘ Thynhostcsse,’ quod she, ‘ 0 Dcmophon, 
Thy Phillis, which that is so wo bogon. 

Of Kodopeye, upon yow moot compleync, 
Over the terme set betwix us tweyne, 
That ye no holden iorward, as ye seyde , 
Your anker which ye in our haven 
leyde, 2^01 

Plighte us, that ye wolde comen, out of 
doute. 

Or "that the mone ones wente aboute (110) 
But tymes foure the mone hath hid her 
face 

Sin thilke day y e wente fro this place, 2^05; 
And foure tymes light the world again 
But for al that, yif I shal soothly sain, 

Yit hath the streem of Sitho nat y broght 
From Athenes the ship, yit comtli hit 
noght 

And, yif that ye the teime lekne wolde. 
As I or other trewo lovers sholde, 2511 

I pleyne not, god wot, beforn my day ’ — 
But al her lettre wryten I ne may (120) 
By ordre, for hit were to mo a charge , 
Her lettre was riglit long and ther-to 
large , 2^1 «) 

But here and there in ryme I have hit 
laid, 

Ther as me thoughto that she wel hath 
said — 

She seide, ‘ thy sailes comcn nat again, 
Ne to thy word ther nis no icy certein , 
But I wot why ye come nat,’ quod she , 

‘ For I was of my love to you so f i ee 252 1 

And of the goddes that ye han forswore, 
Yif that hir vengeance falle on yow ther- 
fore, (130) 

Ye be nat suffisaunt to bere the peyne 
To moche trusted I, wel may I pleyne, 2525 


I Upon your linage and your faire tonge, 
And on your teres falsly out y-wronge 
How coude ye wepe so by craft?’ quod 
she , 

‘ May ther swiche teres feyncd be ? 

Now certes, yit ye wolde hay e in memorie, 
Hit oghte be to yow but litcl glorie 2531 
To have a sely mayde thus betrayed ’ 

To god,’ quod she, ‘ preye I, and ofte have 
prayed, (140) 

That hit be now the grottest prys of alle. 
And moste honour that ever yow shal 
befalle ’ 23^:^ 

And whan thyn oldo auncestres peyntcd 
be, 

In which men may hir worthincsse see, 
Than, preye I god, thou peynted be also, 
That folk may reden, for-by as they go, 

“ Lo ’ this IS ho, that with his flaterye 2^40 
Betrayed hath and doon her vilanyo 
That was his trev 0 love in thoghte and 
dedo ’ ” 

But sothly, of 00 point yit may they redo, 
That ye ben lyk your fader as m this , (131) 
For he begyled Adriane, y-wis, 2«^45 
With swiche an art and swiche sotelto 
As thou thy-selven hast begyled me 
As in that point, al-thogh hit bo nat fayr, 
Thoufolwest him, certein, and art his eyr 
But sin thus sinfully ye mo begyle, 2Stjo 
My body mote ye seen, within a whyle, 
Right in the haven of Athenes fletinge, 
With-outen sepulture and buryinge , (160) 
Thogh ye ben harder then is any stoon ’ 
And, whan this lettre was forth sent 
anoon, 2335 

And knew how brotel and how fals he 
was. 

She for dispeyr for-dido herself, alias ’ 
Swich sorwo hath she, for she besettc her 
so 

Be war, ye women, of your sotil fo, 2359 
Sin yit this day men may ensample see , 
And trusteth, as in love, no man but 
me (168) 

JSirplictt Legenda Phillis 
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IX THE LEGEND OF HYPEEMNESTRA 


Inctpit Legenda Ypemus^e 

In Grrece wliylom weren brethren two, 

Of whiche that oon was called Danao, 
That many a sone hath of his body wonne, 
As swiche false lovers ofte conne 2565 
Among his sones^^e ther was oon 
That aldormost hWlovede of ovciichoon 
And whan this child was born, this Danao 
fehooj him a name, and called him 
Lino 

Tliat other brother called was Egiste, 2s,’jo 
That was ot lo e as fals as ever him 
li&to, (10) 

And many a doghter gat he in his lyvc , 
Of which he gat upon his righte wyve 
A doghter dere, and dide her for to calle 
Ypormistra, yongest of hem alle , 2$^% 

The whicho child, of her nativitec. 

To alio godo tliewes born was she, 

As lyked to tho goddos, or she was born. 
That of the shefe she sliolde be the 

coin , (18) 

The Wirdes, that we clepen Destmee, 2580 
Hath shapen her that she mot nedes be 
Pitouse, saddc, wyse, and tiewo as steel, 
And to this woman liit accoidctli weU 
Eor, though that Venus yaf her greet 
beauteo, 

■With Jupiter compouned so was she 258®; 
That conscience, trouthe, and dreed of 
shame. 

And of her wyf hood for to kepe her name, 
This, thoughte her, was felicitee as here 
And redo Mars was, that tyme of the 
yere. 

So feble, that his malice is him raft, 2590 
Repressed hath Venus his cruel craft , (:?o) 
fWhat with Venus and other oppressioun 
Of houses. Mars his venim is adoun. 

That Ypermistra dar nat handle a knyf 
In malice, thogh she sholde lese her lyf 
But natheles, as heven gan tho turne, 2596 
To badde aspectes hath she of Saturne, 


I That made her for to deyen in prisoun. 
As I shal after make mencioun 

To Danao and Egistes also — 2600 

Al-thogh so bo that they wore brethren 
two, (40; 

For thilke tyme nas spared no Image — 
Hit lyked hem to maken manage 
Betwix Ypermistra and him Lino, 

And casten swiche a day hit shal be so , 2605 
And ful acorded was hit witteily, 

Tho array is wroght, the tyme is faste by 
And thus Lino hath of his fadres bi other 
The doghter wedded, and echo of hem 
hath other 

The torches brennen and the lampes 
brighte, 2610 

The sacrifices been ful redy dighte , (50) 

Th’encens out of the fyre reketh sote. 

The flour, the leef is rent up by the 
lote 

To maken garlands and corounes hye , 
Ful IS tho place of soun of minstralcye, 

Of songes amorous of manage, 2616 

As thiUco tyme was the pleyn usage 
And this was in the paleys of Egiste, 

That in his hous as lord, right as him 
liste , 

And thus tho day they dryvon to an 
,ende , 2620 

The frendes taken leve, and hoom they 
wende (^60) 

The night is come, tho bryd shal go to 
bodde , 

Egiste to his chambre faste him speddo, 
And privily he lot his doghter calle 
VThan that the hous was voided of hem 
alle, 2625 

He loked on his doghter with glad 
chere. 

And to her spak, as ye shul after here 
‘My righte doghter, tresor of myn 
herte ' 

day that shapen was my 


0 3 


Sin first that 
sherte, 
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Or by the fatal sustren had my dom, 2630 
So ny myn herte never thing me com (70) 
As thou, myn Ypermistra, doghter 
dere ’ 

Tak heed what I thy fader sey thee 
here, 

And werk after thy wyser evcr-mo 
For alderfirste, dogliter, I love thee so 2635 
That al the world to me nis half so ieef , 
Ne I nolde rede thee to thy mischeef 
For al the gode under the colde mone , 
And what I mene, hit shal be seid right 
sone, 

With protestacioun, as in this wyse, 2640 
That, but thou do as I shal thee devyse, 
Thou shalt be deed, by him that al hath 
wroght * (81) 

At shorte wordes, thou n’escapest noght 
Out of my paleys, or that thou be deed, 
But thou conaente and werke after my 
reed , 2645 

Tak this to thee for ful conclusioun ’ 

This Ypermistia caste her eyen doun, 
And quook as dooth the leef of aspe 
grene, 

l>eed wex her hewe, and lyk as ash to 
sene, 2649 

And seyde, ‘ lord and fader, al your wille, 
After my might, got! wot, I shal fulfille. 
So hit to me be no confusioun ' (91) 

‘ I nil,’quodhe, ‘ have noon excepcioun ’ , 
And out he eaughte a knyf, as rasourkene , 
‘ Hyd this,’ quod he, ‘ that hit be nat y- 
sene , 26‘;5 

And, whan thyn husbond is to bedde y-go, 
Whyl that he slepeth, cut lustlirotea^two 
For in my dremes hit is warned me 
How that my uovcw shal my bane be. 
But whiche I noot, wherfor I wol be 
siker 2660 

Yif thou «ey nay, we two shul have a 
biker (100) 

As I have «eyd, ly him that I have 
sworn ’ 

This Ypermistra hath ny her wit ibrlon , 
And, for to passen harmles of that place, 
She gmunted him , ther was non other 
grace 2665 

And therwith-al a costrel taketh lie, 

And oeyde, ‘ herof a draught, or two or 
three , 


Yif him to drinke, whan he goth to 
reste. 

And he shal slepe as longe as ever thee 
leste, 

The narcotiks and opies been so stronge 
And go thy wey, lest that him thmke 
longc ’ (no) 2671 

Out comth the bryd, and with ful sober 
chere, 

As is of maidens ofte the manere. 

To chambre is broght with revel and with 
songe. 

And shortly, lest this tale be to longe, 2675 
This Lino and she ben sone broght to 
beddo , 

And every wight out at the dore him 
spedde 

The night is wasted, and he ful a-slepe , 
Ful tenderly beginneth she to wepe 
She rist her up, and dredfully she 
quakoth, 2680 

As doth the braunche that Zcphirus 
shaketh, (120) 

And husht were alle in Argon that citee 
As cold as any frost now wexeth she , 

For pite by the herte her streyneth so 
And dreed of deeth doth her so moche wo, 
That thryes doun she lil in swiche a 
were 2686 

She rist her up, and stakereth hcer and 
there. 

And on her handes faste loketh she 
‘Allas * and shul my handes blody be ? 

I am a maid, and, as by my nature, 2690 
And by my semblant and by my vesture 
Myn handes been nat shapen for a knyf, 
As for to reve no man fro his lyf (132) 
What devil have I with the knyf to do ? 
And shal I have my throte corve a-two ? 
Then shal I blede, alias’ and me be- 
shende , 2696 

And nedes cost tins thing mot have an 
ende , 

Or he or I mot nedes lese our lyf 
Now certes,’ quod she, ‘sm I am his wyf, 
And hath my feith, yit is rt bet for me 
For to be deed m wyfly honestee (140) 2701 
Than be a trartour liring in my shame. 
Be as be may, for emest or for game, 

He shal awake, and ryse and go his way 
Omt at this goter, or that hit be day? ’ — 
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And weep ful tenderly upon his face, 2706 
And in her armes gan him to embrace, 
And him she roggeth and awaketh softe , 
And at the window leep he fro the 
lofte 

Whan she hath warned him, and doon 
him bote 2710 

This Lino swifte was, and light of fote. 
And from his wyf he ran a ful good pas 
This sely woman is so wayk, alias ’ (1^2) 

And helples so, that, or that she fer 
wente, 

Her cruel fader dide her for to hente 2715 


Allas ' Lino ’ why art thou so unkinde ? 
WThy ne haddest thou remembred in thy 
minde 

To taken her, and lad her forth with 
thee ? 

For, whan she saw that goon awey was he, 
And that she mighte nat so faste go, 2720 
Ne folwen him, she sette her doun right 
tho, (*bo) 

Til she was caught and fetered m prisoun 
This tale is seid for this conclusioun 

{Unfimshed ) 



A TREATISE ON THE 
ASTROLABE. 


PKOLOGUS 


Litel Lewis my sone, I have perceived 
wel by certeyne evidences thyn abilite to 
leme sciencez tonchinge noumbres and 
proporciouns , and as wel considere I thy 
bisy preyere in special to lerne the Tretis 
of the Astrolabie Than, for as mechel 
as a philosofre seith, ‘ he wrappeth him in 
his frend, that condescendeth to the 
nghtfol preyors of his frend,’ ther-for 
have I geven thee a suffisaunt Astrolabie 
as for onre orizonte, compowned after the 
latitude of Oxenford, up-on which, by 
mediacion of this litel tretis, I purpose to 
teche thee a certein nombre of conclu- 
sions apertening to the same instrument 
I seye a certein of conclusiouns, for three 
causes The furste cause is this trustewel 
that alle the conclusiouns that han ben 
founde, or elles possibly mighten be 
founde in so noble an instrument as an 
Astrolabie, ben un-knowe perfitly to any 
mortal man in this regioun, as I suppose 
A-nother cause is this , that sothly, m any 
tretis of the Astrolabie that I have seyn, 
, there ben some conclusions that wole nat 
m alle thmges performen hir bihestes, 
and some of hem ben to harde to thy 
tendre age of ten ycer to conseyve This 
tretis, di\T.ded in fyve parties, wole I shewe 
> thee under ful lighte rewles and naked 
wordes in English , for Latin ne canstow 


yit but smal, my lyte sone But natheles, 
suffyse to thee thise trewe conclusiouns m 
English, as wel as suffyseth to thise noble 
clerkes Grekes thise same conclusiouns m sg 
Greek, and to Arabiens in Arabik, and to 
Jewes in Ebrew, and to the Latin folk in 
Latin , whiche Latin folk han hem furst 
out of othre diverse langages, and writon 
m hir owne tonge, that is to sein, in 40 
Latin And god wot, that in alle thise 
langages, and m many mo, han thise 
conclusiouns ben suffisantly lerned and 
taught, and yit by diverse rewlos, light as 
diverse pathes leden diverse folk the 45 
righte wey to Borne Now wol I prey 
meekly every discreet persone that rodeth 
or hereth this litel tretis, to have my 
rewde endytmg for excused, and my 
superfluite of wordes, for two causes The 50 
lirste cause is, for that curious endytmg 
and hard sentence is ful hevy atones for 
swich a child to lerne And the seconde 
cause IS this, that sothly me someth betre 
to wryten un-to a child twyes a good 55 
sentence, than he forgete it ones And 
Lowis, yif so be that I shewe thee in my 
lighte English as trewe conclusiouns 
touching this matere, and naught only as 
trewe but as many and as subtil con- 60 
clusiouns as ben shewed in Latin in any 
commune tretis of the Astrolabie, con me 
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the more thank , and preye god save the 
king, that is lord of this langage, and alle 
65 that him feyth bereth and obeyeth, ever- 
ech in his degree, the more and the lasse 
But considere wel, that I ne usurpe nat to 
ha\e founde this werk of my labour or of 
myn engyn I nam but a lewd com- 
70 pdatour of the labour of olde Astro- 
logiens, and have hit translated in myn 
English only lor thy doctrine , and with 
this swerd shal I sleen envye 

I The firste partie of this tretis shal 
75 reherse the figures and the membres of 

thvn Astrolabie, hi cause that thou shalt 
han the grettre knowing of thyn owne 
instrument 

II Tlie second partie shal techo thee 
80 werken the verrey practik of the forseide 

conclusiouns, as ferforth and as narwe 
as may be shewed in so smal an instru- 
ment portatif aboute For wel wot every 
astrologien that smalest fraccions ne wol 
85 nat bon shewed in so smal an instrument, 
as in subtil tables calculed for a cause 

III The thiidde partie shal contienen 
diverse tables of longitudes and latitudes 
of sterres fixe for the Astrolabie, and 

90 tables of dechnacions of the sonne, and 
tables of longitudes of citeez and of 
townes , and as wel for the governance 


of a clokke as for to findo the altitude 
meridian , and many another notable 
conclusioun, after the kalendres of the 95 
reverent clerkes, frere I Somer and frero 
N Lenne 

IV The ferthe partie shal ben a theorik 
to declare the moevmge of the celestial 
bodies with the causes The whiche 100 
ferthe partie in special shal shewen a 
table of the verray moeving of the mone 
from houre to houro, every day and in 
every signe, after thyn almenak , upon 
which table ther folwith a canon, suffi- 105 
sant to teche as wel the maner of the 
wyrking of that same conclusioun, as to 
knowe in oure orizonte with which de- 
gree of the zodiac that the mone ariseth 
in any latitude , and the arismg of any no 
planete after his latitude fro the echptik 
lyne 

Y The fifte partie shal bon an intro- 
ductone after thestatutz of oure doctours, 
in which thou maist lerne a gret part of 115 
the general rewles of theorik in astrologie 
In which fifte partie shaltow finde tables 
of equacions of houses aftur the latitude 
of Oxenford , and tables of dignetes of 
planetes, and other noteful thinges, yif no 
god wol vouche-sauf and his modur the 
mayde mo than I behete &c 


PAET I 


Here biginnetii the descripcion of the 
Astrolabie 

1 Thyn Astrolabie hath a rmg to 
putten on the thoumbe of thy right 
hand in taking the heighte of thinges 
And tak keep, for from hennes-forthward, 

5 I wol clepe the heighte of any thing that 
IS taken by thy rewle, the altitude, with- 
oute mo wordes 

2 This ring renneth in a maner turet, 
fast to the moder of thyn Astrolabie, in 
so rowm a space that hit desturbeth nat 
the instrument to hangen after his righte 

5 centre 


3 The Moder of thyn Astrolabie is the 
thikkeste plate, perced with a large hole, 
that ressejweth in hir wombe the thinne 
plates compowned for diverse clymatz, 
and thy net shapen m manere of a net or 5 
of a webbe of a loppe , and for the more 
declaracioun, lo here the figure 

4 This moder is devyded on the bak- 
haJf with a lyne, that cometh dessend- 
inge fro the ring down to the nethereste 
bordure The whiche lyne, fro the for- 
seide nng un-to the centre of the largje 5 
hole amidde, is cleped the south lyne, or 
elles the lyne meridional And the 
remenant of this lyne downe to the bor- 
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Lure IS cleped the north l>ne, or ellesthe 
jme of midnight And for the more 
Leclamcioun, lo here the figure 

6 Over-thwart this for-scide longe 
yne, ther crosseth him another lyne of 
he same lengthe from est to west Of 
he whiche lyne, from a litel croys -|- in 
he hordure un to the c entre of the large 
lole, IS eleped the Est lyne, or elles the 
yne Orientale , and the remenant of this 
yne fro the forseide + un-to the bordure, 
s 'cleped the West lyne, or the lyne Occi- 
lentale Now hastow here the foure 
quarters of thin astiolabie, devyded after 
he foure principals plages or quarters of 
he firmament And for the more declar- 
kCioun, lo here thy figure 

6, The est side of thyn Astrolabie is 
leped the right side, and the west side 
s eloped the left side Forget nat this, 
itel Lewis Put tlve ring of thyn Astro- 
ahie upon the thoumbe of thy right 
land, and thunne v'ole his right syde bo 
oward thy left syde, and his left syde 
toI be toward thy right syde, tak this 
ewle general, as wel on the bak as on 
he wombe-sido. Upon the ende of this 
ist lyne, as I first seide, is marked a litel 
f , wher<is evere mo generaly is oon- 
idered the entring of the first degree in 
vhich the sonne ar^seth And for the 
nore declaracioun, lo here the figure 

7 Fro this litel + up to the ende of 
he lyne meridional, under the ring, 
haltow finden the bordure devyded with 
)0 degrees , and by that same proporcioun 
S every quarter of thin Astrolabie de- 
ryded Over the whiche degrees ther 
len noumbres of augrim, that devyden 
hilke same degrees fro fyve to fyve, as 
ihewoth by longe strykes by-twene Of 
vhiche longe strykes the space by-twene 
ontienith a miie-wey And every degree 
)f the bordure Qontieneth foure minutes, 
hat IS to seyn, imnutes of an houre 
ind for more declaracioun, lo here the 
ignre 

8 Under the compas of thilke degrees 
i>eii wrifcen the names of the Twelve 
digues, as Anes, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, 
boo, Vixgo, Libra, Scorpio, SagrttariuSv 


Capricomus, Aquarius, Pisces , and the 5 
nombres of the degrees of tho signes ben 
writen m augrim above, and with longe 
devisiouns, fio fyve to fyve , devyded fro 
tyme that tlie signe entreth un-to the 
laste ende But nnderstond wel, that lo 
thise degrees of signes ben everich of hem 
considered of 6o minutes, and every 
mmute of 6o secondes, and so forth in-to 
smaie fraccions infinit, as seith Alka- 
hucius And ther-for, know wel, that 15 
a degree of the bordure contieneth foure 
minutes, and a degree of a signe oon- 
tieneth 60 minutes, and have this in 
minde And for the more declaracioun, 
lo here thy figure 20 

9 Next this folweth the Cercle of tho 
Dayes, that ben figured in maner of 
degrees, tliat contienen in noumbre ^6^; , 
divyded also with longe strykes fro fyve 
i>o fyve, and the nombres in augrim 5 
wnten under that cercle And for more 
■declaracioun, io here thy figure 

10 Next the Cercle of the Dayes, fol- 

weth the Cercle of the names of the 
Monthes , that is to seyen, Januare, 
Febmare, Marems, Apnle, Mayus, Juin, 
Julius, Augustus, Septembre, October, 5 
Novembre, Deoembre Tlie names of 
thise monthes were cleped in Arabiens, 
somme for hir propretees, and some by 
statutz of lordes, some by other lordes of 
Rome Eek of thise monthes, as lylced 10 
to Julius Cesar and to Cesar Augustus, 
some were compowned of diverse nom- 
bres of dayes, as Juil and August Thanne 
hath Januare 31 dayes, Februare 28, 
March 31, ApriUe 30, May 31, Junius 30, 15 
Julius 31, Augustus 31, September 30, 
Octobre 31, Novembre 30, December 31 
Natheles, ol-though that Juhus Cesar 
took 2 dayes out of Feverer and put hem 
in his moneth of Juille, and Augustus 20 
Cesar cleped the moneth of August after 
his name, and ordesuied it of 31 dayes, 
yit truste wel, that the sonne dwelleth 
ther-for nevere the more ne lesse in oon 
sjgne than in another 25 

11 Than folwen the names of the 
Haliday-es m the Calender, and next 
hem the lettres of the Abe on which 
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they fiillen And for the more deelara- 
5 cioun, lo here thy figiire 

12. Next the forseide Cerole of the 
Abe , under the cros-fyne, is marked the 
scale, m maner of two squyres> or elks in 
manere of laddres, that serveth by hise 
5 12 poyntes and his devisiouns of ful 
many a subtil conclusionn Of this for- 
seide scale, fro the croogdyne un4o the 
verre angle, is cleped -fumbra versa^ and 
the nether partio is oleped the fwmbra 
[o recta, or elles umhra exiema And for 
the more declaracioun, lo here the ligure 

13 Thanne hastow a brood Rewle, 
that hath on either ende a square plate 
perced with a certein holes, some mcKre 
and some lesse, to resse5rven the stremes 

5 of the sonne by day, and eek by media- 
cioun of thyn eye» to kno-w© the altitude 
of sterres by mghte And for the more 
declaracioun, lo here thy figure 

14 Thanne is ther a large Pyn, in 
maner of an extree, that goth thorow 
the hole, that halt the tables of the 
cfymates and the net in the wombe of 

i; the Moder, thorw which Pyn ther goth 
a litel wegge which that is cleped ‘ the 
hors,’ that streyneth alle thise parties to- 
hepe , tlus forseide grete Pyn, in maner 
of an extree, is imagined to be the Pbl 
lo Artik in thyn Astrolabie And for the 
more declaracioun, lo here the figupe» 

15 The wombe-side of thyn Astrolabie 
IS also devyded with a longe croys in 
fbure quarters from est to west, fro south 
to north, fro right syde to left syde, as is 

5 the bak-syde And) for the more deolara- 
cioun, lo here thy figure 

16 The bordure of which wombe sido 
IS devyded fro the poynt of the est lyne 
un-to the poynt of the south lyne under 
the ring, in 90 degres , and by that same 

5 proporcioun is every quarter devyded as 
13 the bak-syde, that amonteth ^60 de- 
grees And understond wel, that degrees 
of tills bordure ben answering and con- 
sentrik to the degrees of the Equinoxial, 
10 that 18 devyded in the same nombre as 
every othere cercle is m the heye hevene 
This same bordhire is devyded also with 
23 lettres capitals and a smal eroys + 


above the south lyne, that showeth the 
24 houres equals of the clokke , and, as 15 
I have said, 5 of thise degrees maken 
a mile-wey, and 3 mile-wey maken an 
houre And every degree of this bordure 
conteneth 4 minutes, and every mmut 
6o- secoundes , now have I told thee- twye 20 
And for the more declaracioun, lo here 
the figure 

17 The plate under thy net is des- 
oryved with 3 principal eercles , of whiche 
the leste is cleped the cercle of Cancer, 
by-cause thut the hoved of Cancer tumeth 
evermor consentrik U2>on the same 5 
cerole In this heved of Cancer is the 
grettest declinacioun nortliward of the 
sonne And ther-for is he cleped the 
Solstieioun of Somer, wlnche dechna- 
oioun, aftur Ptholome, is 23 degrees to 
and 50 minutes, as wel in Cancer as m 
Capricorne This signe of Cancer is 
cleped the Tropik of Somer, of tropos, 
that is to soyn ‘ agaynward , ’ for thanne 
by-gmneth the sonne to passe fro- ns- 15 
ward And for the more declaracioun, 
h) here the figure 

The middel cercle in wydnesse, of thise 
3, IS cleped the Cercle Equinoxial , up-on 
whiche turnetb erermo the hedes of 20 
Aries and Libra And understond wel^ 
that evermo this Cercle Equinoxial tum- 
eth justly fro verrey est to verrey west , 
as I have shewed thee in the spere solide 
Tins same cercle is cleped also the Weyere^ 25 
equator, of the day , for whan the sonne 
18 in the hevedes of Aries and Libra, 
than hen the dayes and the nightes ilyke 
of lengthe in al the world And ther- 
fore ben thise two signcs called the 30 
Bquinoxies And alle that mooveth with- 
in the hevedes of thise Aries and Libra, 
his moeving is eloped north-ward , and 
alle that moeveth with-oute thise hevedes, 
hts moevmg is cleped south-ward as fro 35 
the equinoxial Tak keep of thise lati- 
tudes north and sowth, and forget it nat 
By this Cercle Equinoxial ben considered 
the 24 houres of the clokke , for everemo 
the arysing of le; degrees of the equinoxial 40 
maketh an houre equal of the clokke 
, This eqmnoxial is cleped the girdel of 
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the iirste moeving, or elles of the angulua 
przirn motus vel prtmt mohilia And noto, 
45 that firste moeving is cleped ‘ moeving ’ 
of the iirsto moevable of the 8 spere, 
•whiche moeving is fro est to west, and 
eft agayn in-to est , also it is clepid 
‘girdel’ of the first moeving, for it 
50 departeth the firste moevable, that is to 
seyn, the spere, in two ilyke parties, 
evene-distantz fro the poles of this world 

The wydeste of thise three principal 
cercles is cleped the Cerclo of Capricorne, 
55 by-cause that the heved of Capricorne 
tumeth evermo consentiik up-on the 
same cercle In the heved of this for- 
seide Capricorne is the grettest declina- 
cioun southward of the sonne, and ther- 
60 for IS it cleped the Solsticioun of Winter 
This signe of Capricorne is also cleped 
the Tropik of Winter, for thanne bygpn- 
neth the sonne to come agayn to us-waid 
And for the more declaracioun, lo here 
65 thy figure 

18 Upon tins forseido plate ben com- 
passed certein cercles that highten Al- 
mioanteras, of which som of hem semen 
perfit cercles, and somme semen inperfit 

5 The centre that standith a-middes the 
narwest cercle is cleped the Senith , and 
the netherest cercle, or the firste cercle, 
is clepid the Onsonte, that is to seyn, 
the cercle that devydeth the two emi- 
10 spenes, that is, the partie of the hevene 
a-bov6 the erthe and the partie be-nethe 
Thise Almicanteras ben compowned by 
t'wo and two, al-be-it so that on divers 
Astrolabies some Almicanteras ben de- 
15 vyded by oon, and some by two, and 
somme by three, after the quantite of the 
Astrolabie This forseide senith is im- 
agened to ben the verrey point over the 
crowne of thyn heved , and also this 
jeo senith is the verrey pool of the orisonte 
in every regioun And for the more 
declaracioun, lo here thy figure 

19 From this senith, as it semeth, ther 
come a maner crokede strykes lyke to 
the clawes of a loppe, or elles like to the 
werk of a womanes calle, in kerving over- 

5 thwart the Almikanteras And thise 
same strykes or divisiouns ben cleped 


Azimuthz And they devyden the ori- 
sonte of thyn Astrolabie in four and 
twenty devisiouns And thise Azimutz 
serven to knowe the costes of the firma- 10 
mont, and to othre conclusiouns, as for 
to knowe the cenith of the sonne and of 
every sterre And for more declaracioun, 
lo here thy figure 

20 Next thise azimutz, under the 
Cercle of Cancer, ben ther twelve de- 
visiouns embelif, moche like to the shap 
of the azimutes, that shewen the spaces 
of the houres of planetes , and for more 5 
declaracioun, lo here thy figure 

21 The Riet of thyn Astrolabie with 
thy zodiak, shapen in maner of a net 
or of a loppe-webbo after the olde des- 
cripcioun, which thow mayst tornen up 
and doiin as thy-self lyketh, conteneth 5 
certein nombre of sterres fixes, with hir 
longitudes and latitudes doterminat , yif 
so be that the makere have nat erred 
The names of the sterres ben writen in 
the margin of the net ther as they sitte , 10 
of whiche sterres the smale poynt is 
cleped the Centre And understond also 
that alle sterres sittings with-in the 
zodiak of thyn Astrolabie ben cleped 

‘ sterres of the north,’ for they arysen 15 
by northe the est lyne And alle the 
remenant fixed, out of the zodiak, ben 
cleped ‘ sterres of the south , ’ but I sey 
nat that they arysen alle by souths the 
est lyne , witnesse on Aldeberan and 20 
Algomeysa Generally understond this 
rewle, that thilke sterres that ben cleped 
sterres of the north arysen rather than 
the degree of hir longitude, and alle the 
sterres of the south arysen after the 25 
degree of hir longitude , this is to seyn, 
sterres fixed in thyn Astrolabie The 
mesure of this longitude of sterres is 
taken in the lyne echptik of hevene, 
under which lyne, whan that the sonne 30 
and the mone ben lyne-nght or elles in 
the superfice of this lyne, than is the 
ecbps of the sonne or of the mone , as 
I shal declare, and eek the cause why 
But sothly the Echptik Lyne of thy 35 
zodiak IS the outtereste bordure of thy 
zodiak, ther the degrees ben marked. 
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ThyZodiak ofthyn Astrolabie is shapen 
as a compas which that conteneth a large 
40 brede, as after the quautite of thyn 
p Astrolabie , in ensample that the zodiak 
in hevone is imagened to ben a snperfice 
contening a latitude of twelve degrees, 
wheras al the remenant of cercles in the 
45 hevene hen imagined verrey lynes with- 
oute eny latitude Amiddes this celestial 
zodiak vs imagined a lyne, which that is 
cleped the Ecliptik Lyno, under which 
lyne is overmo the wey of the sonne 
50 Thus ben thor six degrees of tlie zodiak 
on that oon side of the lyne, and six 
degrees on that other Tins zodiak is 
devidcd in twelve principal dcvisiouns, 
that departen the twelve signes And, 
55 for the streitnes of thin Astrolabie, than 
j, is every smal devisioun in a signe de- 
partid by two degrees and two , I mene 
degrees contening sixty minutes And 
tins forseide hevenissh zodiak is cleped 
60 the Cercle of the Signes, or the Cerclo 
of the Bestes , for sodia m langage of 
Greek sowneth ‘ bestes ’ in Latin tonge , 
and in the zodiak ben the twelve signes 
that ban names of bestes , or elles, for 
65 whan the sonne entreth in any of the 
signes, he taketh the propretee of swich 
bestes , or elles, lor that the sterres that 
ben there fixed ben disposed in signes of 
bestes, or shape like bestes, or elles, 
70 whan the planetes ben under tliilke 
♦ signes, they causen us by hir influence 
operaciouns and eflectes lyk to the opera- 
ciouns of bestes And understonde also, 
that whan an hot planete cometh in-to 
75 an hot signe, than encresseth his hete , 


and yif a planete be cold, thanne amen- 
useth his coldnesso, by-cause of the hote 
signe And by this conclusioun maystow 
take ensample in alle the signes, be they 
moist or drye, or moeble or fix , rekening 80 
the qualiteo of the planete as I first 
seide And everich of thise twelve signes 
hath respecte to a certein parcelle of the 
body of a man and hath it in governance , 
as Aries hath thyn heved, and Taurus thy 
nekke and thy throte, Gemmi thyn 
armholes and thyn armes, and so forth , 
as shal bo shewed more pleyn in the fifte 
partie of this tretis This zodiak, which 
that is part of the eighte spere, over- 90 
kerveth the equinoxial , and ho over- 
kerveth him again in evene parties , and 
that on half declineth southward, and 
that other northward, as pleynly de- 
clareth the tretis of the spere And for 95 
more decloracioun, lo here thy figure 
22 Thanne hastow a label, that is 
schapen lyk a rewle, save that it is streit 
and hath no plates on either ende with 
holes , but, with the smale point of the 
forseide label, shaltow calcule thyne 5 
equaciouns in the bordure of thin Astro- 
labie, as by thyn almury And for the 
more declaracioun, lo here thy figure 
2 ^ Thyn Almury is cleped the Denticle 
of Capricorne, or elles the Calculer This 
same Almury sit fix in the heed of Capn- 
come, and it serveth of many a neces- 
sane conclusioun in equaciouns of thinges, 5 
as shal bo shewed, and for the more 
declaracioun, lo here thy figure 

JIe 7 e endeth the desenpeton of the 
Astrolabie 


PAKT II. 


Here bioinnen the Conclusions op 
THE Astrolabie 

1 To fynde the degree in which the sonne ts 
day by day, after hir cours ad)outo 
Bekene and knowe which is the day 
of thy monthe , and ley thy rewle up 
that same day , and thanne wol the 
verray point of thy rewle sitten in the 


bordure, up-on the degree of thy sonne 5 
Ensample as thus , the yeer of cure lord 
1391, the 12 day of March at midday, 

I wolde knowe the degree of the sonne 
I soughte in the bak-half of myn Astro- 
labie, and fond the cercle of the dayes, 10 
the which I knowe by the names of the 
monthes writen under the same cercle. 
Tho leide I my rewle over this forseide 
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day, fwid foncl tlie point of niy rewle m 
15 the bordnre np-on the firste degree of 
Artes, a litel -with-in the degree, and 
thns knowe I this conclnsioun Another 
day, I wolde knowe the degree ©f my 
sonne, and this was at midday in the 
20 113 day of Decembre , I fond the day of 
the monthe in maner as I seide , tho 
leide I my rewle np-on this forseide 13 
day, and fond the point of my rewle in 
the bordure np-on the first degree of 
25 Capnoorne, a lite with-in the degree , 
and than hadde I of this conclnsioun the 
ful experience And for the more decHr- 
acioun, lo here thy figure 

2 To knowe the altitude of the sonne, 0? 

ofothre celestial bodies 
Put tho ring of thyn Astrolabie up-on 
thy right thoumbo^ and turne thy lift 
syde agayn the light of the sonne And 
romeve thy rowle up and doun, til that 
5 the stremes of the sonne shyne thorgh 
hothe holes of thy rewle Loke thanne 
how mainy degrees thy rewle is areised 
fro the htel crois up-on thyn est line, and 
tak ther the altitude of thy sonne And 
10 m this same wyse maastow knowe by 
nighte tho altitudle of the mone, or of 
bnghte sterres Tim chapitre is so general 
ever in 0011, tliat ther nedith no more 
declaracion , but forget it nat And for 
15 the more declaricioun, lo here tho figure 

3 To knowe eveiy tyme of the day by light 
of the sonne, and every tyme of the night 
by the sterres fixe, and eke to knowe by 
night or by day the degree of any signe 
that assendeth on the Est Orisonte, which 
that is cleped (ommunly the Assendcnt, 
0? dies Oruscupum 

Tak the altitude of the sonne whan 
thee list, as I have said , and set the 
degree ot the sonne, in cas that it ho 
by-forn the middel of the day, among 
5 thyn almikanteras on the est side of thyn 
Astrolabie , and yif it be after the middel 
of tho day, set the degree of thy sonne 
up-on the west side , tak this manere of 
setting: for a general rewle, ones for 
10 evere And whan thou hast set the 


degree of thy sonne up as many almi- 
kanteras of heyg^te as was the altitude 
of the sonne taken by thy rewle, ley Ofver 
thy label, up-on the degree of the sonne , 
and thanne wol the point of thy label 15 
sitten in the hordmre, up on the verrey 
tyd of the day Ensample as thus the 
yeer of oure lord 1301, the 12 day of 
March, I wold knowe the tyd of the day 
I took the altitude of my sonne, and 20 
fond that it was 23 degrees and 30 of 
minutes of heyghte m tho bordure on the 
bak-syde Tho tumede I myn Astrola- 
bie, and by-cause that it was by-fom 
madday, I turnede my not, and sette the 25 
degree of the sonne, that is to seyn, the 
I degree of Aiios, on the right sydo of 
myn Astrolabie, up on that 25 degrees 
and 30 of nunutos of heyghte among myn 
almilsanteras , tho leido I my label np-on 
the degree of mv some, and fond the 
poynte of my label in the bordure, up*-on 
a capital lettre that is cleped an X , tho 
rekened I alio the capitallos lettres fro 
the lyne of midnight un-to this forseide 35 
lettre X, and fond tluit it was 9 ©f the 
clokke of the day Tho loked I down 
up-on the est orisonte, and fond there 
the 20 degree of Greminis assendmg, 
which that I tok for myn assendent 4c 
And in this wyse hadde I the experienco 
for ever-mo in which manor I sholda 
knowe the tyd of the day, and eek myn. 
assendent Tho wolde I wite the same 
night folwing the hour of the night, and 45 
wroughto in this wyse Among an heep 
of sterns fixe, it lyked mo for to take tho 
altitude of the feire white sterre that 
cleped Alhaboi , and fond hir sitting on 
the west side of the lyno of midday, 50 
"fiS degres of heighte taken by my rewle 
on tho bak-syde Tho sette I the centie 
of this Alhabor up on fiS degrees among 
myn almikanteras, up on the west syde , 
by cause that she was founden on the 55 
west syde Tho leido I my label over 
the degree of the sonne that was de- 
scended under the weste orisonte, and 
nkemed alle the lettres capitals fro the ^ 
lyne of midday un to the point osf my 60 
label in the bordure and fond that ifc 
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was passed f 8 of the c lokke the space of 
-f-a degrees Tho loked I doun tip-on myn 
est orisonte, and fond ther f 23 degrees of 
Libra assending, whom I tok for myn 
assendent , and thus lerned I to knowe 
ones for ever in which manere I shuld 
come to the houre of tlie night and to 
myn assendent , as verreyly as may be 
70 taken by so smal an instrument But 
natheles, in general, wolde I warne thee 
for evere, ne mak thee nevore bold to 
have take a just ascendent by thyn 
Astrolabie, or elles to have set justly 
75 a clokke, whan any celestial body by 
which that thow wencst goveme thilke 
thinges ben noy the south Ivne , for trust 
wel, whan that the soniie is ney the 
meridional lyne, the degree of tho sonne 
ilo renneth so longe con sent rik up-on the 
almikanteras, that sothly thou shalt erre 
fro the just assendent The same con- 
clusioun sey I b-v tho centre of any steire 
fix by night , and more over, by expen- 
85 ence, I wot wel that in oure orisonte, 
from II of the clokke un-to oon of the 
clokke, m taking of a just assendent m 
a portatif Astrolabie, hit is to hard to 
knowe I mene, from ii of the clokke 
bifom the houre of noon til oon of tho 
clokke next folwmg And lor the more 
declaracion, lo here thy figure 

4 Specml declai acton of tlve ascendent 

The assendent sothly, as wel in alle 
nativitez as in questiouns and clecciouns 
of tymes, 13 a thing which that thise 
astrologiens gretly obser\ en , wher fore 
1; me semeth convenient, sm that I speko 
of the assendent, to make of it special 
declaracioun The assendent sothly, to 
take it at the largeste, is thilke degree 
that assendeth at any of thise forseide 
10 tymes upon the est orisonte , and there 
for, yif that any planet assende at that 
same tyme in tlnlke toi-seide •f-degree of 
his longitude, men seyn that thilke 
planete is in lioroscopo But sothly, the 
hous of the assendent, that la to sejm, 
the firsto hous or the est angle, is a thing 
more brood and large P«r after the 
statutz of astrologiens, what celestial body 


that IS t; dtgres above thilk degree that 
assendeth, or with-in that noumbre, that ao 
IS to seyn, nere tlie degree that assendeth, 
yit rikne they thilke planet m the as- 
sendent And what planete that is under 
thilke degree that assendith the space 
of f 23 degrees, >it seyn they that thilke 25 
planete is lyk to him that is in the hous 
ot the assendent , but sothly, yif he passe 
the bondes of thise forseide spaces, above 
or bynethe, they seyn that the planete is 
failling fro the assendent Yit sein thise 30 
astrologiens, that tho assendent, and eke 
the loid of tho assendent, may be shapen 
for to be fortunat or mfortunat, as thus 
a fortunat assendent clepen they whan 
that no wikkid planete, as Saturn e or 35 
Mars, or elles the Tail of tho Dragoun, 
is in the hous of tho assendent, ne that 
no wikked planete have non aspecte of 
enemite up on the assendent , but they 
wol caste that they have a fortunat 40 
planete in hir assendent and yit m his 
felicitee, and than sey they that it is wel 
Foi*ther-over, they seyn that the infor 
tuning of an assendent is the contrarie 
of thise forseide thinges The lord ot 45 
tho assendent, soy they, that he is for- 
tunat whan he is in good place fro tho 
assendent as in angle , or in a succedent, 
where as he is in his dignitee and con- 
torted -with frendly aspeetes of planetes 50 
and wel reseeived, and eek that he may 
seen tho assendent, and that he be nat 
retrogiad no combust, ne joigned with 
no shrewo m the same signe , ne that he 
be nat m his descencioun ne joigned with 55 
no planete in his disoencioun, ne have 
up on him non aspecte mfortunat , and 
than sey they that he is wek Natheles, 
thise ben observauncez of judicial matiere 
and rytos of payens, m which my spirit 6c 
ne hath no feith, ne no knowing of hir 
horoscopum , for they seyn that every 
Bigne 13 departed in 3 evene parties by 
10 degrees, and thilke porcioun they clepe 
a Face And al thogh that a planete 65 
have a latitude fro the ecUptik, yit sey 
some folk, so that the planete aryse m 
that same signe with any degree of the 
forseide face in which his longitude is 
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70 rekned, that yit is the iilanete zn horo- 
scopo^ he it in nativito or in eloccioun, &c 
And for the more declaracionn, lo here 
the figure 

5 To knows ths verrsy equactoun of the 
degree of the sonzie, yif so he that it falls 
hy-tw^xe tliyn Almikanteras 

For as moche as the almikanteras in 
thyn Astrolahie been compouned by two 
and two, where as some almikanteras in 
sondry Astrolibies ben compouned by 
5 oon and oon, or ellcs by two and two, 
it IS necessaiie to thj lerning to teche 
thee fiist to knowe and Moike with thyn 
owne instrument Wher for, whan that 
the degree of thy sonne falletli by-twixe 
10 two almikanteras, or elles \if thyn almi- 
kanteras ben graven with over gret 
a point of a compas, (tor bothe thise 
tlungos may causon errour as wel in 
knowing of the tyd of the day as of the 
15 verrey assendent), thou most weiken 
m this wyse Set the degree of thy 
sonne up-on the heyer almikanteras 
of bothe, and waite wol wher as thin 
almury touch etli the bordure, and set 
so ther a pnkke of inko vSet doun 
agayn the degree of thy sonne up on 
the nethere almikanteras of bothe, and 
set ther another pnkke Remewe thanne 
thyn almury in the borduie cvene amid- 
25 des bothe prikkes, and this wol lede 
justly the degree of thy sonne to sitto 
by-twixo bothe almikanteras in his right 
place Ley thanne thy label over the 
degree of thy sonne , and find in the 
30 bordure the verrey tj de of the day or of 
the night And as verreyly shaltow 
finde up'On thyn est orisonte thyn assen- 
dent And for more declaracioun, lo 
here thy figure 

6 To knowe the spring of the dawing and 
the ends of the evening, the which ben 
called the two crepusculis 

Set the nadir of thy sonne up-on 18 
degrees of heighte among thyn almikan- 
teras on the west syde, and ley thy label 
on the degree of thy sonne, and thanne 
5 shal the poynt of thy label schewe the 
spring of day Also set the nadir of thy 


sonne up on 18 degrees of heighte a mong 
thyn almikanteras on the est side, and 
ley over thy label up on the degree of the 
sonne, and with the point of thy label 10 
find m the bordure the ende of the 
evening, that is, veri ey night The nadir 
of the sonne is thilke degree that is 
opposit to the degree of the sonne, in the 
seventhe signe, as thus every degree 15 
of Aries by 01 dre is nadir to every degree 
of Libra by ordre , and Taurus to Scor- 
pion , Gemini to Sagittare , Cancer to 
Oapiicorne , Leo to Aquarie , Virgo to 
Pisces , and yif anv degree in thy zodiak 20 
be diik, his nadir shal declare him And 
for the more declaracioun, lo here thy 
figure 

7 To Inowe the arch of the day, that so/ue 

folk callen the day artificial, from the 

sonne ai ysing til hit go to nste 

Set the degree of thy sonne up on thyn 
est onsonto, and ley thy label on the 
degree of the sonne, and at the poynt 
of thy label in the bordure set a pnkke 
Turn thanne thy net alwute til the 5 
degree of the sonne sit up on the west 
oiisonte, and ley thy label up-on the 
same degree of the sonne, and at the 
X)oint of thy label set a nother pnkke 
Ilekno thanne the quantitoe of tyme in 10 
the bordure by-twixe bothe pnkkes, and 
tak ther thyn ark of the day The reme- 
nant of the bordure under the orisonte 13 
the ark of the night Thus maistow 
rekne bothe arches, or every porcion, 15 
of whether that thee lyketh And by 
this manere of wyrking maistow see how 
longe that any sterre fix dwelleth a-bove 
tho erthe, fro tyme that he ryseth til he 
go to reste But the day natural, that 20 
IS to seyn 24 houres, is the rovolucioun of 
the equinoxjal with as moche partie of 
the zodiak as the sonne of his propre 
moevinge passeth in the mene whyle 
And for the more declaracioun, lo here 25 
thy figure 

8 To turn the houres in~equales in houres 

equates 

Knowe the nombre of the degrees in 
the houres in-equales, and departe hem 
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by 15, and tak ther thyn honrcs equales 
And for tho more declaracionn, lo hero 
5 thy fi^re 

9 To knowe the quantdee of the dm/ vul- 
gare, that ts to seyen^ from spring of the 
day un to vet rey night 
Know the qnantitee of thy crepnscnlis, 
as I have taught in the chapitre bi-forn, 
and adde hem to the arch of thy day 
artificial , and tak ther the space of alle 
5 the hole day vulgar, un-to vcrrey night 
The same manere maystow -worke, to 
knowe the quantitce of the vulgar night 
And for the more declaracioun, lo here 
the figure 

10 To knowe the quantite of homes 
tnequales by day 

; Understond wel, that thise houres in- 
equales ben cleped houres of planetcs, 
and understond wcl that som-tyme ben 
they lengere by day than by night, and 
5 som-tyme the contrarie But understond 
wel, that evermo, generaly, the hour in- 
equal of the day with tho home in-equal 
of the night contcnen 30 degrees of the 
bordure, whiche bordure is ever mo 
10 answermg to the degrees of the equi- 
noxial , wher-for departe the arch of the 
day artificial in 12, and tak ther the 
quantitee of the home in-equal by day 
And yif thow abate the quantitee of tho 
15 houre m-equal by daye out of 30, than 
r shal the remenant that leveth performe 
the houre inequal by night And for 
the more declaracioun, lo hero the figme 

11 To knowe the quantite of houres equates 
Tho quantitee of houres equates, that 
IS to seyn, the houres of the clokke, ben 
departed by 15 degrees al-redy in the 
bordure of thyn Astrolabie, as wel by 
5 night as by day, generaly for evere 
What nedeth more declaracioun ? Whei- 
for, whan thee list to know how manye 
houres of the clokke ben passed, or any 
part of any of thise homes that ben 
10 passed, or elles how many houres or 
> partie of houres ben to come, fro swich 
a tyme to swich a tyme, by day 01 by 
nighte, knowe the degree of thy sonne, 


and ley thy label on it , turne thy net 
aboute joyntly with thy label, and with 15 
the pomt of it rekne in the boidure fro 
the sonne aryse un-to the same place 
ther thou desirest, by day as by nighte 
This conclusioun wol I declare in the 
laste chapitre of the 4 partie of this tretis 20 
so openly, that ther shal lakke no worde 
that nedeth to the declaracioun And 
for the more declaracioun, lo here the 
figme 

12 Special declaracioun of the houres 
oj^ planetes 

Understond wel, that evere mo, fro the 
ary sing of the sonne til it go to reste, the 
nadir of the sonne shal shewe tho houre 
of the planete, and fro that tyme forward 
al tho night til the sonne aryse , than 5 
shal the verrey degree of the sonne shewe 
tho houre of tho pi mete Ensample as 
thus The 13 day of March fil up-on a 
Saterday per aventure, and, at the aris- 
ing of the sonne, I fond the secounde 10 
degree of Aries sittmg up on myn est 
orisonte, al-bc it that it was but hte , 
than fond I the 2 degree of Libra, nadir 
of my sonne, dessendmg on my west 
oiisonte, up-on which west onsonte every 15 
day generally, at the sonne ariste, entreth 
the houre of any planete, after which 
planete the day bereth his name , and 
endeth in tho nexte stryk of the plate 
under the forscide west onsonte , and 20 
evere, as the sonne climbcth uppere and 
nppere, so goth his nadir dounero and 
dounere, teching by swich strykes the 
houres of planetes by ordre as they sitten 
in the hevene The first home inequal 25 
of every Satterday is to Saturne , and 
the secounde, to J upiter , tho 3, to Mars , 
tho 4, to the Sonne , the 5, to Venus , the 
6 , to Mercurius , the 7, to tho Mono , and 
thanne agayn, the 8 is to Saturne , the 9, 30 
to Jupiter, the 10, to Mars, the 11, to 
the Sonne, the 12, to Venus, and now 
IS my sonne gon to reste as for that 
Sotterday Thanne sheweth the verrey 
degree of the sonne the houre of Mcrcune 35 
entring under my west orisonte at eve , 
and next him succedeth the Mone , and so 
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forth by ordre, planete after planete, in 
honre after houre, al the night longe til the 
40 sonne aryse. Now ryseth the sonne that 
Sonday by the morwe , and the nadir of 
the sonne, up on the west orizonte, 
sheweth me the entrmg of the honro of 
the forseide sonne And in this maner 
45 succedeth planete nnder planete, fro 
Saturne un-to the Mone, and fro the 
Mone up a-gayn to Saturno, houre after 
houre generaly And thus knowe I this 
conclusioun And for the more declara- 
50 cioun, lo here the figure 

13 To knom the altitude of the sonne %n 
mtddea of the day^ that ts cleped the 
altitude meridian 

Set the degree of the sonne up-on the 
lyne meridional, and rikene how many 
degrees of almikanteras ben by-twixe 
thyn est onsonte and the degree of the 
5 sonne And tak thcr thyn altitude 
meridian , this is to seyno, the heyest of 
the sonne as for that day So majrstow 
knowe in the same lyne, the heyest 
cours that any sterre fix climbeth by 
10 night , this IS to seyn, that whan any 
sterre fix is passed the lyne meridional, 
than by-gmneth it to descendo, and so 
doth the sonne And for the more 
declaracioun, lo here thy figure 

14 To knowe the degree of the sonne hy 
thy 7 let, for a maner cunoaitee, dc 

Sek bysdy with thy rewle the heyest 
of the sonne in midde of the day , turne 
thanne thyn Astrolabie, and with a 
prikke of mk maike the nombre of that 
5 same altitude in the lyne meridional 
Turne thanne thy net aboute til thou 
fynde a degree of thy zodiak acording 
with the prikke, this is to seyn, sittings 
on the prikke , and in sooth, thou shalt 
10 finde but two degrees in al the zodiak 
of that condicioun , and yit thilke two 
degrees ben in diverse signes , than 
maistow lightly by the sesoun of the yere 
knowe the signe in whiche that is the 
15 sonne And for the more declaracioun, 
lo here thy figure 


15 To know which day is lyk to which day 

as of lengths, &c 

Loke whiche degrees ben y-lyke fer fro 
the hevedes of Cancer and Capricorn , 
and lok, whan the sonne is in any of 
thilke degrees, than ben the dayes y-lyke 
of lengthe This is to seyn, that as long 5 
13 that day m that monthe, as was swich 
a day in swich a month , ther \arieth 
hut hte Also, yit thou take two dayes 
natnraly in the yeer y-lyke fer fro eyther 
pointe of the equmoxial m the opposit 10 
parties, than as long is the day artificial 
of that on day as is the night of that 
othere, and the contrane And for the 
more declaracioun, lo here thy figure 

16 This chapitre is a maner declai acioun 

to conclustouns that folwen 
Understond wel that thy zodiak is 
departid m two halfe cercles, as fro the 
heved of Capricorne un to the hevod of 
Cancer , and agaynward fro the he-ved of 
Cancer unto the hevod of Capricorne 5 
The heved of Capricorne is the lowest 
point, wher-as the sonne goth in winter , 
and the heved of Cancer is the heyest 
point, in whiche the sonne goth in somer 
And ther for understond wol, that any 10 
two degrees that ben y-lyke fer fro any 
of thise two hevedes, trust© wel that 
thilke two degrees ben of y lyke decli- 
nacioun, b© it southward or northward , 
and the dayes of hem ben y-lyke of 15 
lengthe, and the nightes also , and the 
shadwes y-lyke, and the altitudes y-lyke 
at midday for evere And for more 
declaracioun, lo here thj figure 

17 To knowe the verrey degree of any 
maner sterre siraunge or unstraunge after 
hi 3 longitude, though he he indetenmnat 
m thyn Astrolabie , sothly to the trowthe, 
thus he shal he knowe 

Tak the altitude of this sterre whan ho 
IS on the est side of the l3me meridional, 
as ney as thou mayst gesse, and tak 
an assendent a-non right by som maner 
sterre fix which that thou knowest , and 5 
for-get nat the altitude of the firste sterre, t ‘ 
ne thyn assendent And whan that this 
IS don, espye diligently whan this same 
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iirste «terre passeth any-thiaig the south 
lo westward, and hath him a non right in 
the same noumhsre of altitude on the 
west side of this lyne meridional as he 
' was oaught on the est side , and tak 
a newe assendent a-non right by som 
15 maner sterre fixe wlmch that thou know- 
est, and for-get nat this seeonnde as- 
sendent And whan that tliis is don, 
lokne thanne how manye degrees ben 
by-twixe the firste assendent and the 
20 seconde assendent, and rikne wel the 
middel degree by twenebothe assendentes, 
and set thilke middel degree up on thin 
est orisonte, and waite thanne what 
degree that sit up-on the lyne meri- 
2') chofnal, and tak ther the verrey degree 
of the echptik in which the sterre stond- 
eth for the tyme For m the eckptik 
IS the longitude of a celestial body 
rekened, evene fro the heved of Aries 
30 un-to the ende of Pisces And his latitude 
18 nkned aiter the quantitee of Ins dech- 
nacion, north or south to-warde the 
poles of this world , as thus Yif it be 
of the sonne or of any fix sterre, rekene 
35 hiS latitude ■or his declmacicmn fro the 
eqmnnxiiaJ eercle , and yif it be of a 
planete, rekne than the quantitee of his 
latitude fro the ecliptik lyne Al-he-it 
so that fro the equmoxial may the dech- 
40 nacion or the latitude of any body celes- 
tial be nkned, after the site north or 
^ south, and after the quantitee of his de- 
chnacion And right so may the latitude 
or the declinacion of any body celestial, 
45 fiave only of the sonne, after his site 
north or south, and after the quantitee 
of his declinacioun, be rekned fro the 
ecliptik lyne , fro which lyne alle planetes 
som iyme declynen north 01 south, gave 
50 only the for-seide sonne. And for the 
more declaracioun, lo here thy figure 

18 To knoioe the degrees of the longitudes 
of fixe sterres after that they hen deter- 
minat in thin Astroldbie, yif so be that 
they ben trewly set 

'S Set the centre of the sterre np*<m the 
lyne meridional, and tak keep of thy 
jsodiak, and loke what degree of any s^gne 
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that sit on the same lyne meridiouai »t 
that same tyme, and tak the degree m 5 
which the sterre standeth , and with 
that same degree comih that same sterre 
un to that same lyne fro the orisonte 
And for more declaracioun, lo here thy 
figure 10 

19 To knom with which degree of the zodiak 

any sterre fixe in thyn Astrolaibm aryseth 

up-on the est onsonte, al thogh his dwell- 
ing be in ornother stgne. 

Set the centre of the sterre up-on the 
est orisonte, and loke what degree of any 
signe that sit up-on the same orisonte at 
that same tjune And understond wel, 
that with that same degree aryseth that 5 
same sterre , and this merveyllous arysing 
with a strange degree in another signe 
IS hy-cause that the laktuile of the sterre 
fix IS either north or south fro the equi- 
noxial But sothly, the latitudes of 10 
planetes ben comunly rekned fro the 
echptik, bi-catise that non of hem de- 
chneth but fewe degrees out fro the bred© 
of the Jsodiak And tak good keep of 
this chapitre of arysing of the celestial 15 
bodies , for truste wel, that neyther mono 
ne sterre as in oure embelif orisonte 
aryseth with that same degree of his 
longitude, save in 00 cas, and that is, 
whan they have no latitude fro the 20 
echptik lyne But natheles, som tyme 
IS evenche of thise planetes under the 
same lyne And for more declaracioun, 
lo here thy figure 

20 To knowe the dechnactounof any degree 
in the zodtak fro the equinoxial cerde, dec. 

Set the degree of any sign© up-on the 
lyne meridional, and rikne hffl altitude 
in almikanteras fro the est orizonie up 
to the same degree set in the forseide 
lyne, and set ther a prikke. Tume up 5 
thanne thy net, and set the heved of 
Aries or Libra in the same meridiooial 
lyne, and set ther a-nother pnkke And 
vdian that this is don, considere the 
altitudes of hem bothe , for sothly the 10 
chfference of thilke altitudes is the dech- 
nocion of thilko degree fro the equmoxial 
And yif so be that thilke degree he north- 
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ward fro tlie equinoxial, than is his 
15 declinaciou north , yif it be southward, 
than IS it soutli. And lor the more 
declaracioun, lo here thy figure 

21 To knom for what latitude in any 
regioun the almikanteras of any table 
hen compouned 

Kikne how man>e degrees of almikan- 
teras, in the meridional lyne, be fro the 
cercle equinoxial un-to the scnith , or 
elles fro the pool artik un to the north 
5 orisonte , and for so gret a latitude or lor 
so smal a latitude is the table compouned 
And for more doclaracion, lo here thy 
figure 

22 To knowe in special the latitude of 
oure countray, I inene after the latitude 
ofOxtnford, and the heighte ofourepol 
Understond wel, that as fer is the heved 

of Aries or Libra in the equinoxial from 
oure orisonte as is the senith from the polo 
artik , and as hey is the pol artik fro the 
5 orisonte, as the equinoxial is fer fro the 
senith I prove it thus by the latitude 
of Oxenford Understond wel, that the 
heyghte ot oure pool artik fro oure north 
orisonte is 51 degrees and 50 minutes , 
xo than is the senith from ouro pool aitik 
38 degrees and 10 minutes , than is the 
equinoxial from ouro senith 51 degrees 
and «jo minutes , than is ouro south 
orisonte from oure equinoxial 38 degrees 
15 and 10 minutes Understond wel this 
rekning Also for-get nat that the senith 
IS 90 degrees of heyghte fro the orisonte, 
and oure equinoxial is 90 degrees from 
oure pool artik. Also this shorte rowle 
so IS soth, that the latitude of any place in 
a regioun is the distance fro the senith 
unto the equinoxial And for more 
declaracioun, lo here thy figure 

23 To prove evidently the latitude of any 
place in a regioun, by the preve of the 
heyqhte of the pol artik in that same 
place 

In some winters night, whan the fir- 
mament isclere and thikke-sterred, waite 
a tyme til that any sterre fix sit lyne-right 
perpendiculer over the pol artik, and 
5 clepe that sterre A, And wayte a-nother 


sterre ti at sit lyne right under A, and 
under the pol, and clepe that sterre F 
And understond wel, that F is nat con- 
sidered but only to declare that A sit 
ovene overe the pool Tak thanne a-non 10 
right the altitude of A from the orisonte, 
and forget it nat Lat A and F go f irwel 
til agayns the daw ening a gret vhyle , 
and come thanne agayn, and abya til 
that A IS evene under the pol and undei 15 
F , for sothly, than wol F sitte over the 
pool, and A wol sitte under the pool 
Tak than eft sones the altitude of A from 
the orisonte, and note as wel his socounde 
altitude as his firste altitude , and whan 20 
that this IS don, rikne how manye degrees 
that the firste altitude of A excedeth 
his seconde altitude, and tak half thilke ^ 
porcioun that is exceded, and adde it to ^ 
his scconde altitude , and tak ther the 25 
olevacioun of thy pool, and eke the 
latitude of thy regioun For thise two 
ben of a nombro , this is to seyn, as 
many degrees as thy pool is ele^ it, so 
michel IS the latitude of the regioun 30 
Ensample as thus par aventure, the 
altitude of A in the evening is 56 degrees 
of heyghte Than wol his seconde altitude 
or the dawing be 48 , that is 8 lasso than 
•>6, that was his firste altitude at even 35 
Take thanne the half of 8, and adde it to 
48, that was his seconde altitude, and 
than hastow 32 Now hastow the heyghte 
of thy pol, and the latitude of the regioun 
But understond wol, that to prove tins 4^ 
conclusioun and many a nother fan con- 
clusioun, thou most have a plomet hang- 
ing on a lyne heyer than thin heved 
on a perche , and thilke lyne mot 
hango evene iierpendiculer by-twixo the 45 
pool and thyn eye , and thanne shaltow 
seen yif A sitte evene over the pool and 
over F at evene , and also yif F sitte 
evene over the pool and over A or day 
And for more declaracion, lo here thy 50 
figure 

24 Another conclusioun to prove the heyghte 
of the pool artik fro the onsonte * 

Tak any sterre fixe that nevere dis- 
sendeth under the orisonte in thilke 
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regioun, and consuloro Ins heyest altitude 
and his lowest altitude fro the orisonte , 
5 and make a nombre of botho thise alti- 
tudes Tak thanno and abate half that 
* nombre, and tak thor the clovacioun of 
the pol artik in that same regioun And 
for more declaracioun, lo here thy figure 

25 A nother conclumun to prove the 
latitude of the regioun^ dc 

Understond wel that the latitude of 
any place in a regioun is verre>ly the 
space by twixo the senith of hem that 
dwellen there and tlio equmoxial cerkle, 
t; north or southe, taking the mesure in 
the meridional lyne, as sheweth in the 
almikanteras of thyn Astrolabie And 
thilke space is as mocho as the pool artik 
18 hey in the same place fro the orisonte 
10 And than is the depressioun of the pol 
antartik, that is to seyn, than is the pol 
antartik by-nethe the orisonte, the same 
quantite of space, neither more ne lasse 
Thanne, yif thow desire to knowo this 
15 latitude of the regioun, tak the altitude 
of the sonno in the middel of the day, 
whan the sonne is in the hevedes of 
Aries 01 of Libr i , (for thanne moeveth 
tho sonne in the lyne equmoxial), and 
20 abate the nombre of that same sonnes 
altitude out of 90, and thanne is the 
remenaunt of the noumbro that le\eth 
the latitude of the legioun As thus 
I suppose thtt tho sonne is tliilko day 
25 at noon ^8 degrees and 10 minutes of 
heyghte Abate thanne thise degrees and 
minutes out of 90, so leveth there i;i 
degrees and 50 minutes, the latitude 
I sey nat this but for ensample , for wel 
30 I wot the latitude of Oxenforde is certein 
minutes lasso, as I mighte prove Now 
yif so be that thee semeth to long a tary- 
mge, to abyde til that tho sonne be in 
the hevedes of Aries or of Libra, thanne 
waite whan the sonne is in any othei 
degree of the zodiak, and considere the 
degree of his deolinacion fro the equi- 
noxial lyne , and yif it so bo that the 
sonnes declinacion be northward fro the 
40 equmoxial, abate thanne fro the sonnes 
altitude at noon the nombre of his de- 


clinacion, and thanne hastow the heyghte 
of the hevedes of Aries and Libra As 
thus my sonne is, par aventure, in tho 
f firste degree of Leoun, -f 158 degrees and 45 
10 minutes of heyghte at noon and his 
declinacion is almost f 20 degrees north- 
ward fro tho equmoxial , abate thanne 
thilke ■fio degrees of declinacion out 
of the altitude at noon, than leveth thee 50 
38 degrees and odde minutes , lo ther the 
heved of Aries or Libra, and thyn equi- 
noxial in that regioun Also yif so be 
that the sonnes deelinacioun be south- 
ward fro the equmoxial, adde thanne 55 
thilke declinacion to the altitude of the 
sonne at noon , and tak ther the hevedes 
of Aries and Libra, and thyn equmoxial 
Abate thanne the heyghte of the equi- 
noxial out of 90 degrees, and thanne 6c 
leveth there the distans of the pole, 51 
degrees and e;o minutes, of that regioun 
fro tho equmoxial Or elles, yif thee 
lest, take the heyest altitude fro the 
equmoxial of any sterre fix that thou 65 
knowest, and tak his nethere elongacioun 
longthing fro the same equmoxial lyne, 
and Wilke m the manor forseid And 
for more declaracion, lo hero thy figure 

26 Beclai acioun of the assemioun of 
signes, dc 

The excellence of tho spere solido, 
amonges other noble conclusiouns, shew- 
eth manifeste the diverse assenciouns 
of signcs in diverse places, as wel in tho 
righto cercle as in the embelif cercle 5 
Thise auctours wryten that thilke signo 
is cleped of right ascensioun, with which 
more part of the cercle equmoxial and 
lasse part of tho zodiak ascendeth , and 
thilke signo assendeth embelif, with ic 
whiche lasse part of the equmoxial and 
more part of the zodiak assendeth 
Perther over they seyn, that in thillie 
cuntrey where as tho senith of hem that 
dwellen there is in the equmoxial lyne, is 
and her orisonte passing by the poles 
of this worlde, thilke folke han this right 
cercle and the right orisonte , and evere- 
mo the arch of the day and the arch of the 
night is ther y like long, and the sonne 20 
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twyes every yeer passing thorow the 
senith of her heved , and two aomeres 
and two winteres in a yeer han this 
forseide poeple And the almikanteras 
25 in her Astrolabies hen streighte as a lyne, 
so as sheweth m this figure The iitilite 
to knowe the assencionns in the righte 
cercle is this truste wel that by media- 
cioun of thilke assencionns thise astro- 
30 logiens, by hir tables and hir instm- 
mentz, laiowen verreyly the assencionn 
of every degree and minut in al the zodiak, 
8 S shal be shewed And nota, that this 
forseid nghte orisonte, that is cleped 
35 onaon rectum, divydeth the equinoxial 
in-to Tight angles, and the embelif ori- 
sonte, wher as the pol is enhaused up-on 
the orisonte, overkerveth the equmoxial 
in embelif ajngles, as sheweth in the figure 
40 And for the more declaracioun, lo here 
the figure; 

27 This ts the concluatoun to knowe the 
cbssenctouna of atgnea in the right cercle, 
that 18, circulua directua, dc 

Set the hered of what signe thee hste 
to knowe his assonding in the right cercle 
up-on the lyne meridional , and waite 
wher thyn almuiy toucheth the bordure, 
5 and set ther a prikke Turno thanne thy 
net westward til that the ende of the 
forseide signe sitte up-on the meridional 
lyne , and eft-sones waite whor thyn 
almury toucheth the bordure, and set 
10 tiler another prikke Rikne thanne the 
nombre of degrees in the bordure by- 
twixe bothe prikkes, and tak the assen- 
ctoun of the signe in the right cercle 
And thus maystow w5Tke with every 
15 porcioun of thy zodiak, &c And for the 
more declaracioun, lo here thy figure 

28 Jo knowe the asaencions of signea in the 
embelif cercle tn every regioun, I mene, 
in cticulo dbliquo 

Set the heved of the Signe which as 
thee list to knowe his aacensioun up-on 
the est orisonte, and waite wher thyn 
almury touiheth the bordure, and set 
5 ther a prikke Turne thanne thy net 
upward til that the ende of the same 


signe sitte up-on the est orisonte, and 
waite eft sones wher as thyn almury 
toucheth the bordure, and set ther 
a-nother prikke Rikne thanne the 10 
noumbre of degrees in the bordure by- 
twixe bothe prikkes, and tak ther the 
assencioun of the signe in the embelif 
cercle And understond wcl, that alio 
signes in thy zodiik, fro the heved of 15 
Aries unto the ende of Virgo, ben cleped 
signes of the north fro the equinoxial , 
and these signes arysen by-twixe the 
verreyest and the verrey north in oure 
orisonte generaly for evere And alle 20 
signes fro the heved of Libra un-to the 
ende of Pisces ben cleped signes of the 
south fro the equmoxial , and thise signes 
arysen ever mo bv twixe the verrey est 
and the verrey south in oure orisonte 25 
Also every signe bv-twixe the heved of 
Capncomo un-to the ende of Gemmis 
axyseth on oure onsonte in lasse than two 
houres equales , and thise same signes, 
fro the heved of Capncorne un-to the 
ende of G-eminis, ben cleped ‘tortuos 
signes ’ or ‘ croked signes/ for they arisen 
embelif on oure orisonte , and thise cro- 
kede signes ben obedient to the signes 
that ben of right assencioun The signes 35 
of right assencioun ben fro the he\ed of 
Cancer to the fende of Sagittare , and 
thise signes arysen more upright, and they 
ben called eke sovereyn signes , and 
e\erich of hem aryseth in more space 40 
than in two houres Of which signes, 
Gemini obeyeth to Cancer , and Taurus 
to Leo, Aries to Virgo , Pisces to Libra , 
Aquarius to Scorjuoun, and Capncorne 
to Sagittare And thus ever mo two 45 
Signes, that ben y lyke fer fro the heved 
of Capncorne, obeyen evencli of hem til 
other And for more declaracioun, lo 
here the figure 

29 To knowe omilg the fouie quaiteia of 
the woild, aa eat, lofst, north, and sowth 

Take the altitude of thy sonne whan 
thee list, and note wel the quarter of the 
world in which the sonne is for the tyme 
by the azimutz. Tume thanne thyn 
Astrolabie, and set the degree of the 5 
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Bonne m the almikanteras of his altitude, 
on thilke side that the sonne stant, as is 
the manere in taking of houres , and ley 
thy label on the degree of the sonne, and 
lo rikene how many degrees of the bordure 
ben by twixe the lyne meridional and the 
point of thy label , and note wel that 
noumbre Turne thanne a gayn th>n 
Astrolabie, and set the pomt ol thy gret 
15 rewle, ther thou takest thyne altitudes, 
up-on as many degrees in his bordure fro 
his meridional as wrs the point of thy 
label fro the lyne meridional on the 
wombe byde Tak thanne thyn Astro- 
20 labie with bothe handes sadly and slely, 
and lat the sonne sh-yne thorow bothe 
holes of thy rewle , and slcyly, in thilke 
shyninge, lat thyn Astrolabie couch adoun 
evene up-on a smothe grond, and thanne 
25 yol the verrey lyne meridional of thyn 
Astrolabie l>e evene south, and the est 
lyne wole lye est, and the west lyne west, 
and north lyne north, so that thou werke 
softly and avisely in the couching , and 
30 thus hastow the 4 quarters of the firma- 
ment And for the more declaracioun, 
lo here the figure 

30 To knotte the altitude of planetes f»o 
the tiey of the sonne, whether so they he 
north 01 south J 10 theforseide wey 
Lok whan that a phinete is in the lyne 
meridional, yif that hir altitude be of the 
same heyghte that is the degree of the 
sonne for that day, and than is the planete 
5 in the \eriey wey of the sonne, and hath 
no latitude And yif the altitude of the 
planete be heyere than the degree of the 
sonne, than is the planete north fro the 
wey of the sonne swich a quantite of lati- 
10 tttde as sheweth by thyn almikanteras 
And yif the altitude of the planete be losse 
than the degree of the sonne, thanne is 
the planete south fro the wey of the sonne 
swich a quantite of latitude as sheweth 
15 by thyn almikanteras This m to seyn, 
fro the wey wher-as the sonne wente 
thilke day, but nat from the wey of the 
sonne in every place of the zodiak And 
for the more declaracioun, lo here the 
20 figure 
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31 To knowe the sernih of the ai'ysmg of 

the sonne, this ts to seyn, the jycirtte of the 

onsonte tn which that the sonne aryseth 

Thou most first considere that the 
sonne aryseth nat al wey verrey est, but 
some tyme by north the est, and som 
tyme by southe the est Sothly, the sonne 
aryseth never mo verrey est in oure on- 5 
sonte, but he bo m the hevod of Aries or 
Libra Now is thyn onsonte departed in 
24 parties by thy azimutz, in significacion 
of 24 partiez of the world , al be it so 
that shipmen rikne thilke partiez m ^2 10 
Thanne is ther no more but waite in 
which azimut that thy sonne entretli at 
his ary sing , and take ther the senith of 
the arysing of the sonne The manere of 
the devisioun of thyn Astrolabie is this , 15 
I mene, as in this cas First is it devided 
in 4 plages principals with the lyne that 
goth from est to west, and than with 
a-nother lyne that gotli fro south to north 
Than is it devidod in smale partiez of 20 
azimutz, as est, and est by southe, whereas 
isthefirste azimut above the est lyne , and 
so forth, fro partio to partie, til that thou 
come agayn un-to the est lyne Thus 
maistow understond also the senith of 25 
any sterre, in which partie he ryseth, 

&c And for the more deelaracion, lo 
here the figure 

32 To knoioe in which partie of the frma- 

ment is the conjunccioun 

Considere the tyme of the conjnnccion 
by thy kalendei, as thus , lok how many 
houres thilke conjnnccion is fro the mid- 
day of the day precedent, as sheweth by 
the canoun of thy kalender Rikne 5 
thanne thilke nombre of houres m the 
bordure of thyn Astrolabie, as thou art 
wont to do in knowing of the houres of 
the day or of the night , and ley thy label 
oyer the degree of the sonne , and thanne 10 
wol the point of thy label sitte up-on the 
hour of the conjunccion Loke thanne in 
which azimut the degree of thy sonne 
sitteth, and in that partie of the firma- 
ment is the conjunccioun And for the 15 
more declaracioun, lo here thy figure 
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33 To knowe the smith of the altitude of 

the sonne, c 

This IS no more to scyn hut any tyme 
of the day tak the altitude of the sonne , 
and by the azimut m which he stondith, 
maystou seen in which partie of the fir- 
mament he is And in the same wyso 
maystou seen, by the night, of any sterre, 
whether the sterre sitte est or west or 
north, or any partie by twene, after the 
name of the azimut in which is the sterie 
lo And for the more declaracioun, lo here 
the figure 

34 To knowp sothly the dcyiee of the 
longitude of the mone^ or of any planete 
that hath no latitude for the tyme f to the 
ecliptik lyne 

Tdk the altitude of the mono, and 
rikne thyn altitude up among thyne al- 
mikanteras on which sjde that the mone 
stando , and set there a prikke Tik 
5 thenno anon right, up on the monos syde, 
the altitude of any sterre fix which that 
thou knowest, and set his centre up on 
his altitude among thyn almikantiras 
ther the sterre is founde Waite thanne 
lo which degree of the zodiak toucheth tin 
prikke of the altitude of the mone, and 
tak ther the degree in which the mone 
standeth This conclusioun is yerrey 
sooth, yif the stcrres in thyn Astrolabie 
je? stonden after the trowthe, of comune, 
tretis of Astiolabie ne make non excep- 
cioun whether the mone haye latitude, or 
non , ne on whether syde of the mone the 
altitude of the sterre fix be taken And 
20 nota^ that yif the mone shewo himself by 
light of daj, than maystow wyrke this 
same conclusioun by the sonne, as wel as 
by the fix sterre And for the more de- 
claracioun, lo here thy figure 

35 This 18 the workings of the conclusioun^ 
to knowe yif that any planete be directe 
or retiograde 

Tak the altitude of any sterre that is 
cleped a planete, and note it wel And 
tak eek anon the altitude of any sterre 
fix that thou knowest, and note it wel 
5 also Como thanne agayn the thridde or 


the fertile night next folwing , for thanne 
shaltow aperoeyve wel the moeying of 
a planete, whethf r so he moeye foitl ward 
or bakward Awaite wel hanno whan 
that thy sterre fix is in the same altitude lo 
that she was'uhan thou toke hir firste 
altitude , and tik than eftsonos the alti- 
tude of the forseide planete, and note it 
wel For trust wel, yif so be that the 
planete be on the right syde of the men 
(lion il lyne, so that his secoiide altitude 
bo lasse than his firsto altitude was, 
thanne is the jilanete directe And yif 
ho be on the west syde in that condicion, 
thanne is he retrograd And jif so be 2c 
that this planete be up on the f st syd( 
whan his altitude is taken, so that his 
secoundc altitude bo more th in his firsto 
altitude, thanne is he retrogr ido, and yif 
he bo on the west syde, than is he direct© 25 
But the contrail© of thise parties is of the 
cours of the mone , for sothlv, the mone 
moeyt th the contrai le from othere pi m- 
etes as in hir opisiflo, but in non other 
manore And for the more declaracioun, 3^ 
lo here thy figure 

)b The condusiouns of equaciouns of 
houses, after the Astiolabie, &c 

Set the by -ginning of the degree that 
assendeth up on the ende of the 8 houre 
inequal, thanne wol tho by-ginnmg of 
the 2 hous sitte up on the lyne of mid- 
night Eemcye thanne tho degree that 5 
assondeth, and set him on the ende of the 
10 hour inequal , and thanne wol the 
byginmng of the 7, hous sitte up on the 
midnight l;^Tie Bring up agayn tho same 
degree that assendeth first, and set him i< 
up-on the orisonte , and thanne wol tho 
beginning of the 4 hous sitte up on the 
lyne of midnight Tak thanne the nadir 
of the degree that fiist assendeth, and 
set him on the ende of the 2 houre 1 
inequal , and thanne wol the beginning 
of the 5 hous sitte up-on tho lyne of mid- 
night , set thanne the nadir of the assen- 
dent on the ende of the 4 houre, than wol 
the beginning of tho 6 house sitte on the 2^ 
midnight lyne The beginning of the 
7 hous IS nadir of the assendent, and 
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the heginmng of the 8 hous is nadir of 
the 2 , and the beginning of the 9 hous is 
nadir of the 3 , and the beginning of the 
10 hons IS the nadir of the 4 , and the be- 
ginning of the II hons is nadir of the ^ , 
and the beginning of the 12 hous is nadir 
of the 6 And for the more declaracion, 
[O lo here the figure 

37 A nother taantre of eq^tanouns of 
houses hy the Asti olabic 

Tak thyn assendent, and thanne hastow 
thy 4 angles , for wel thou wost that the 
opposit of thyn assendent, that is to seym, 
thy beginning of the 7 hous, sit up-on the 
5 west orizonte , and the beginning of the 
10 hous sit up-on the lyne meridional , 
and his opposit up-on the lyne of mid- 
night Thanne ley thy label over the 
degree that assendeth, and rekne fro the 
o point of thy label alle the degrees in the 
bordure, til thou come to the meridional 
lyne , and departe alio tliilke degrees in 

3 eveno parties, and take the evene 
equacion of 3 , for ley thy label over 

5 evench of 3 parties, and than maistow 
see by thy label in which degree of the 
zodiak [is] the beginning of evench of 
thise same houses fro the assendent 
that IS to seyn, the beginning of the 
0 12 house next above thyn assendent , and 
thanne the beginning of the 1 1 house , 
and thanne the 10, up on the mdidional 
lyne , as I first seide The same vi vse 
wirke thou fro the assendent doun to the 
5 lyne of midnight , and thanne thus 
hastow other 3 houses, that is to seyn, 
the beginning of the 2, and the 3, and the 

4 houses , thanne is the nadir of thise 
3 houses the beginning of the 3 houses 

o that folwen And for the more declara- 
cioun, lo here thy figure 

38 To finde the lyne merydtonal to dtoelle 
fix in any certein place 

Tak a rond plate of metal , for warping, 
the brodere the bettre , and make ther- 
upon a just compas, a Lite with in the 
bordure , and ley this rondo plate up-on 
5 an evene grond, or on an evene ston, or 
on an evene stok fix in the gronde , and 


ley it even by a level And in centre of 
the compas stike an evene pin or a wyr 
upright , the smallere the betere Set 
thy pm by a plom-rewle evene upright , 10 
and let this pm be no lengere than 
a quarter of the diametre of thy compas, 
fro the centre And waite bisily aboute 
10 or II of the clokke , and whan the 
sonne shyneth, whan the shadwe of the 15 
pm entreth any-thing with-m the cercle 
of thy plate an heer-mele, and mark ther 
a prikke with inko Abyde thanne stille 
waiting on the sonne after i of the clokke, 
til that the schadwe of the wyr or of the 20 
pm passe ony-thing out of the cercle of 
the compas, be it never so lyte , and sot 
ther a nother prikke of inke Take than 
a compas, and mesure evene the mid del 
by-twixo bothe prikkes , and set ther a 25 
prikke Take thanne a rewle, and draw 
a stryke, evene a-lyne fro the pm un-to 
the middel prikke , and tak ther thy lyne 
meridional for overe mo, as in that same 
vlace And yif thow drawe a cros-lyne 30 
over-thwart the compas, justly over the 
lyne meridional, than hastow est and 
west and south , and, par consequence, 
than the nadir of the south lyne is the 
north lyne And for more declaracioun, 35 
lo here thy figure 

39 Descnpcion of the mendional lyne^ of 
longitudes^ and latitudes of citees and 
townes f) om on to a nother of clymatz 
This lyne meridional is but a manor 
descnpcion of lyne imagined, that passeth 
upon the poles of this world and by the 
senith of oure heved And hit isy-cleped 
the lyne meridional , for in what place 5 
that any maner man is at any tyme of 
the yeer, whan that the sonne by moeving 
of the firmament cometh to his verrey 
meridian place, than is hit verrey midday, 
that we clepen oure noon, as to thilke 10 
man , and therfore is it cleped the lyne 
of midday And nofa, for evermo, of 
2 citees or of 2 tounes, of whiche that 0 
toun aprocheth more toward the est than 
doth that other toun, trust e wel that 15 
thilke tounes han diverse meridians 
Nota also, that the arch of the equinoxial, 





that IS conteyned or bounded by-fewixe the 
2 meridians, is cleped the longitude of 
20 the toun. And yif so be that two tounes 
have y-lyke meridian, or oon meridian, 
than 18 the distance of hem bothe y-lyke 
ler fro the est , and the contrane And 
in this manere they ohaunge nat her 
25 meridian, but sothly they chaungen her 
almikanteras , for the enhausmg of the 
pool and the distance of the sonne The 
longitude of a cljunat is a lyne imagined 
fro est to west, y-lyke distant by-twene 
30 them alle The latitude of a clymat is a 
lyne imagined from north to south the 
space of the orthe, fro the byginning of 
the firste clymat unto the verrey ende of 
the same climat, evene directe agayns 
35 the pole artik Thus seyn some auctours, 
and Somme of hem seyn that yif men 
clepen the latitude, thay mene the arch 
meridian that is contiened or intercept 
by-twixe the senith and the equinoxial 
40 Thanne sey they that the distaunce fro 
the equmoxial unto the ende of a clymat, 
evene agayns the pole artyk, is the lati- 
tude of a clymat for sothe And for 
more declaracioun, lo here thy figure 

40 To knotoe with which degree of the 
zodiaJc that any planete assendith on the 
oiisonte, whether so that his latitude he 
roith 01 south 

Knowe by tliyn almenak the dcgiee of 
the ecliptik of any signe in which that 
the planete is rekned for to bo, and that 
IS cleped the degree of his longitude , and 
5 knowe also the degi ee of Ins latitude fro 
the ecliptik, north 01 south And by 
tliise samples folwmge in special, may- 
stow wirke f for sothe in every sign© of 
the zodiak The degree of the longitude, 
10 par a venture, of Venus or of another 
planete, was 6 of Capricorne, and the 
latitude of him was northward 2 degrees 
fro the echptik lyne. I tok a subtil com- 
pas, and cleped that oon poynt of my 
15 compas A and that other poynt F Than 
tok I the point of A, and set it in the 
eohptxk lyne evene m my zodiak, in the 
degree of the longitude of Venus, that is 
to seyn, in the 6 degree of Capricorne 


and thanne sette I the point of F upward 20 
in the same signe, bycause that the lati- 
tude was north, up on the latitude of 
Venus, that is to seyn, in the 6 degree fro 
the heved of Capricorne , and thus have 
I 2 degrees by-twixe my two prikkes 25 
Than leide I doun softely my compas, 
and sette the degree of the longitude 
up-on the onsonte , tho tok I and wexede 
my label in maner of a jieyre tables to 
resceyve distinctly the prikkes of my 30 
compas Tho tok I tins forseide label, 
and leide it fix oyer the degree of my 
longitude , tho tok I up my compas, and 
sette the point of A m tho vex on my 
label, as evene as I coude gesse over the 35 
ecliptik lyne, in the ende of the longi- 
tude , and sette tho point of F endlang 
m my label up-on the space of the lati- 
tude, inwarde and over the zodiak, that 
IS to seyn, north-ward fro the ecliptik 40 
Than leide I doun my compas, andlokodo 
wel in the wey upon the prikke of A and 
of F , tho turned I my net til that the 
piikke of F sat up on the onsonte , than 
saw I wel that the body of Venus, m hir 45 
latitude of 2 degrees septentnonahs, 
assonded, in the ende of the 6 degree, 

111 the heved of Capricorne And nota, 
that in the same maner maistow wirko 
with any latitude septentiional m aUi 50 
s gnes but sothly the latitude meridional 
of a planete m Cipricoine may not be 
take, by cause of the litel space by-twixe 
the ecliptik and the boidure of the Astro- 
labie , but sothly, 111 alle other signes it 55 
may 

Also the degree, par aventure, of Jupi- 
ter or of a-nother planete, was in the 
first degree of Pisces in longitude, and 
his latitude was 3 degrees meridional , 60 
tho tok I the point of A, and sette it in 
tho firste degree of Pisces on tho echptik, 
and thanne sette I the point of F doun- 
ward in the same signe, by cause that the 
latitude was south 3 degrees, that is to 65 
seyn, fro the heved of Pisces , and thus 
have I 3 degrees by-twixe bothe prikkes , 
thanne sette I the degree of the longitude 
up-on the onsonte Tho tok I my label, 
and leide it fix upon the degree of the 70 



JiettoMe- ii 


4*5 


longatwde , tho sette I the point of A on 
my label, evene over the ecliptik lyno, in 
the ende evene of the degree of the longi- 
tnde, and sette the point of F endlang in 
75 my label the space •f’of 3 degrees of the 
latitude fro the zodiak, this is to seyn, 
southward fro the ecliptik, toward tho 
bordure , and turned my net til the 
prikke of F sat up-on the onsonte , 
80 thanne saw I wel that the body of 
Jupiter, in his latitude of 3 degrees 
meridional, ascended with 14 degrees of 
Pisces tn horoBcopo And in this manor 
maistow wirke with any latitude meri- 
85 dional, as I first seide, save in Capricorne 
And yif thou wolt pleye this craft with 


the axysuig of the mone, loke thou rekii« 
wel hir cours houre by houre , for she ne 
dwelleth nat in a degree of hir longitude 
but a ktel whyle, as thou wel knowest , 90 
but natheles, yif thou rekue hir verreye 
moeving by thy tables houre after houre, 
fthou shalt do wel y-now 

Expliczt iractatuB de Conchmonihus Astro- 
labtt, compilatuB per Oalfrtdum Chau- 
aers ad Filtum suum Lodemcum, 
Bcolarem tunc temporis Oxonie, ac sub 
tutela ilUuB nobiltBSzmt phtlosopht Ma- 
giatri N Strode^ etc 
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SUPPLEMENTAKY PROPOSITIONS 


41 Umbra Recta 

Yif it so be that thou wilt werke by 
umbra 7 ecta, and thou may come to the 
has of tlie toure, in this maner thou 
schtilt werkQ Tak the altitude of the 
5 tour by bothe holes, so that thy rewle 
ligge even in a poynt Ensample as 
thus I see him thorw at tlie poynt of 4 , 
than mete I the space he tween me and 
the tour, and I finde it 20 feet , than 
10 be holde I how 4 is to 12, right so is the 
space betwix-e thee and tho tour to the 
altitude of the tour For 4 is the thriddo 
part of 12, so is tho space be-tween the© 
and the tour the thridde part of the 
15 altitude of the tour , than thryes 20 feet 
is the heyghte of the tour, with adding of 
thyu owne persone to thyn eye And 
this rewle is so general m umbra recta^ 
fro the poynt of oon to 12 And yif thy 
20 rewle falle upon 5, than is 5 12-partyfis of 
the heyght the spac e be-tween thee and 
the toure, with adding of thyn owne 
heyght, 

42 Umbra Versa 

Another maner of werJunge, by mibra 
versa Yif so be that thou may nat come 


to the has of the tour, I see him thorw 
the n ombre of i , I sette ther a prikko at 
my fote , than go I neer to the tour, and 5 
I see him thorw at the poynt of 2, and 
there I sebte a-nother prikke, and I 
bcholde how i hath him to 12, and ther 
finde I that it hath him twelfe sythes, 
than behold© I how 2 hath him to 12, and 10 
thou shalt finde it sexe sythes , than thou 
shalt finde that as 12 above 6 is the 
numbre of 6, right so is the space 
between thy two prikkes the space of 6 
tvmes thyn altitude. And note, that at 15 
the ferst© altitude of 1, thou settest a 
pnkke , and afterward, whan thou eeest 
him at 2, ther thou settest an-other 
prikke , than thou findest between two 
prakkys 60 feet, than thou shalt finde 20 
that 10 IB the 6-party of 6a And then is 
10 feet the altitude of the tcfur For 
other poyntis, yif it fill© m umbra toersa^ 
as thus I sette caas it fill upon fi, and 
at the secunde upon f3 , than schaltthou 25 
finde that 2 is 6 partyes of 12 , and 3 is 4 
pairtyes of 12, than passeth 6 4, by 
nombre of 2 , so is the space between two 
prikkes twyes tho heyghte of the tour 
And yif the dififerens were thiyes, than 30 
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sliulclo it be three tymes , and thus mayst 
thou werke fro 2 to u , and yif it be 4, 4 
tymes , or 5 , 5 tymes , et sic de ceteris 

43 Umbra Recta 

An-other manor of wyrking be umhia 
recta Yif it so bo that thou mayst nat 
come to the baas of the tour, in this 
maner thou schalt werko Sette thy rowlo 
5 upon I till thou see the altitude, and 
sette at thy toot a prikko Than sette 
thy rewle upon 2, and beholde what is 
the ditferense be tween i and 2, and thou 
shalt tinde that it is i Than mete the 
10 space be tween two pnkkes, and that is 
the 12 partie of the altitude of the tour 
And yif ther were 2, it were the 6 partye , 
and vif ther wore the 4 partye , et sic 
demceps And note, yif it were «>, it were 
15 the 5 party of 12 , and 7, 7 paity of 12 , 
and note, at the altitude of thy conolu 
sioun, adde the stature of thyn heyghte 
to thyn e'vc 

Stc (. ♦ * * 51: 

44 Anuthei maner conclusion, to knoiee the 
Tnene mote and the argumentis of any 
planete To Imm the mene mote and 
the argumentis of every planete f) 0 yei e 
to yere, fiom day to day, fiom home 
to Tome, and fiom sinale fracctonis 
infinit 

In this manor shalt thou worchc 
consider thy rote first, the whicho is 
made the beginning of the tables fro the 
yere of oure lord 1397, entere hit in-to 
5 thy slate for the laste moridie of Decem- 
ber , and than consider the yere of oure 
lord, what is the date, and be-hold 
whether thy date be more or lasso than 
the yere 1397 And yf hit so be that hit 
10 be more, loke how many yeres hit passeth, 
and with so many entere into thy tables 
in the first lyne ther as is writen anm 
collecti et expanst And loke where the 
same planet is writen in the hede of thy 
15 table, and than loke what thou findest in 
directe of the same yere of oure lord 
whiche 13 passid, be hit 8, or 9, or 10, or 


what nombre that evere it be, til the 
tyme that thou come to 20, or 40, or 60 
And that thou findest in directe fwryte 2 
in thy slate under thy T'ote, and adde hit 
to gedoi, and that is thy mene mote, tor 
the laste meridian of the December, for 
the same yere whiche that thou hast 
purj osed And if hit so be that hit x)asse 25 
20, consider wel that fro i to 20 ben anm 
expanst, and fro 20 to 3000 bon anm collecti , 
and if thy nombere passe 20, than take 
that thou findest in directe of 20, and it 
hit be more, as 6 or 18, than take that 30 
thou findest in directe therc-of, that is to 
sayen, signes, degrees, minutes, and sc- 
coundes, and adde to-gedere iin to thy 
rote , and thus to make rotes And note, 
that if hit so bo that the yere of oure loi d 
bo 'j-lasso than the rote, which is the yero 
of oure lord 1397, than shalt thou wr\te 
in the same wysc turst thy rote 111 thy 
slate, and after entere in to thy table 111 
the same yere that be lasse, as T taught 40 
be-tore , and than consider how many 
signos, degrees, minutes, and secoundes 
thyn entringo conteynoth And so be 
that ther be 2 entrees, than adde hem 
togeder, and after yith-drawe hem from 45 
the lote, the yere of oure loid 1397, and 
the residue that leyeth is thy mono mote 
fio the laste meiidio of December, the 
wliiche thou hast purposed , and if hit so 
bo that thou wolt weten thj mene mote 50 
for any day, or for any fraccioun of day, 
in this maner thou shalt worche M iLe 
thy rote fro the laste day of Decembere in 
the maner as I liaye taught, and after- 
ward behold bow many monethes, dayi s, rr 
and boures ben passid from the meiidn 
of Decembere, and with that entere with 
the laste mon^Wi that is ful passed, and 
take that thou findest in directe of him, 
and wryte hit in thy slate , and entere 6 
with as mony dayes as ho more, and wryte 
that thou findest in directe of the same 
planete that thou wordiest for, and in 
the same wyse in the table of houres, for 
houres that ben passed, and adde alle 6^ 
these to thy rote , and the residue is the 
mene mote for the same day and the 
same houre. 
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, Another manere to knowe the mene 
Lat 

. motes 

An 

Wlian thou wolt make the meno mote 
of eny planete to be by Arsechieles tables, 
take thy rote, the which e is for the yere 
of oure lord 1397 , and if so be that thy 
5 yere be passid the date, wryte that date, 
and than wryte the nombere of the yeres 


rote, with-drawe the nombere of so many 
yeres as hit is lasse than the yere of oure 
lord a 1397, and kepe the residue , and so 50 
many yeres, monethes, and dayes entere 
in to thy tabelis of thy mene mote And 
take alle the signes, degrees, and minutes, 
and secoundes, that thou findest in 
directe of alle the yeres, monethes, and 55 
dayes, and wryte hem in thy slate , and 


Than with-drawe the yeres out ot the 
yeres that ben passed that rote En- 
sampul as thus the yere of oure lord 
o 1400, fl wolde witen, precise, my rote , 
than wroot I furst 1400 And under that 
nombeie I wrote a 1397 , than withdrew 
I the laste nombere out of that, and than 
fond I the residue was 3 yere , I wiste 
5 that 3 yere was jiassed fro the rote, the 
whiche was writen in my tables Than 
after-ward soghto I in mv tables the anms 
collectis et expansis, and amonge myn 
expanse yeres fond I 3 yeer Than tok 
0 I alio the signes, degrees, and minutes, 
that I fond directe under the same 
planete that I wroghte for, and wroot so 
many signes, degrees, and minutes in my 
slate, and atter-ward added I to signes, 
5 degrees, minutes, and secoundes, the 
whiche I lond in my rote the yere of oure 
lord 1397, and kepte the residue, and 
than had I the mene mote for the laste 
day of Decembore And if thou woldcst 
o weto the mene mote of any planete in 
March, Aprilo, or May, other in any other 
tyme or moneth of the yere, loke how 
many monethes and dayes ben passed 
from the laste day of Decembere, the yere 
15 of oure lord 1400 , and so with monethes 
and dayes enteue in-to thy table ther 
thou findest thy mene mote y-writen m 
monethes and dayes, and take alle the 
signes, degrees, minutes, and secoundes 
p that thou findest y-write in directe of thy 
monethes, and adde to signes, degrees, 
minutes, and secoundes that thou findest 
with thy rote the yere of oure loid 1400, 
and the residue that leveth is the mene 
^5 mote for that same day And note, if hit 
so be that thou woldest wete the mene 
mote m any yere that is lasse than thy 


above thilke nombere wryte the signes, 
degrees, minutes, and secoundes, the 
whiche tliou findest with thy rote the 
yere of oure lord a 1397 , and with drawe 60 
alle the nothere signes and degrees fro 
the signes and degrees, minutes, and 
secoundes of other signes with thy rote , 
and thy residue that leveth is thy mene 
mote for that day 65 

46 For to knoiie at what houte of the day, 
or of the night, shal he Jlode or ehhe^ 

First wite thou certeinly, how that 
haven stondeth, that thou list to werke 
for , that is to say in whiche place of the 
fiimament the mone being, maketh fulle 
see Than awayte thou redily in what 5 
degree of the zodiak that the mone at 
that tyme is inne Bringe furth than 
the labelle, and set the point therof in 
that same cost that the mone maketh 
flode, and set thou there the degree of 10 
the mone according with the egge of the 
label Than afterward awayte where is 
than the degree of the sonne, at that 
tyme Remeve thou than the label fio 
the mone, and bringe and sette it justly 15 
ui)on the degree of the sonne And the 
point of the label shal than declare to 
thee, at what houre of the day or of the 
night shal be flode And there also 
maist thou wite by the same point of the 20 
label, whether it be, at that same tyme, 
flode or ebbe, or half flode, or quarter 
flode, or ebbe, or half or quarter ebbe , or 
ellis at what houre it was last, or shal 
be next by night or by day, thou than 25 
shalt esely knowe, &c Furthermore, if 
it so be that thou happe to worke for this 
matere aboute the tyme of the conjunc- 
cioun, bringe furthe the degree of tho 
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50 mone witTi the lahelle to that coste as it 
29 hefore seyd But than thou shalt 
tmderertonde that thou may not hnnge 
fhrthe the label fro the degree of the 
mono as thou dide before, for- why the 
35 sonne is than in the same degree with 
the mone And so thou may at that 
tyme by the point of the labelle un- 
remeved knowe the houre of the flode or 
of the ebbe, as it is before seyd, &c And 
40 evermore as thou findest the mone passe 


fro the sonne, so remeve thou the lah^the 
than fro the degiee of the mone, t 60 
bringe it to the degree of the son^yte 2 
And worke thou than as thou dide before, 

&c Or elles knowe thou what houre it 45 
IS that thou art inne, by thyn instru- 
ment Than brmge thou furth fro 
thennes the labelle and ley it upon the 
degree of the mone, and therby may 
thou wite also whan it was flode, or whan 50 
it wol be next, be it night or day , &c 
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I wol nat letten eek nooH of this route , 
Lat every felawe telle his tale aboute, 8qo 
And lat see now who shal the sopor 
winne , (33) 

And ther I Icfte, I wol ageyn biginne 
This duk, of whom I make mencioun, 
"When he was come almost unto the 
toun, 

n al his wcle and in his moste pryde, 8915 
te was war, as he caste his eye asyde, 
Vher that ther kneled m the hye woye 
? companye of ladies, tweye and tweye, 

I ch after other, clad in clothes blake , (41) 
But swich a cry and swich a wo they 
make, 900 

That in this world ms creature livinge, 
That herde swich another woymentingo , 
And of this cry they noldo never stenten. 
Til they the reynes of his brydel henten 
‘ What folk ben ye, that at myn hooni- 
commge qos 

Perturben so my feste with cryinge ? ’ 
Quod Theseus, ‘ have ye so greet en\ ye 
Of myn honour, that thus compleyne and 
cryo ^ (50) 

Or who hath yow misboden, or offended ? 
And telleth me if it may been amended , 
And why that ye ben clothed thus in 
blak?’ 91 1 

The eldest lady of hem alle spak, 

W hen she hadde swowned with a deedly 
cheie. 

That it was routhe for to seen and here, 
And seyde ‘ Lord, to whom Fortune hath 

yiven 915 

Victorie, and as a conquerour to liven, 
Noglit gre\eth us your glorie and your 
honour, 

P»ut we bisokon mercy and socour (60) 

Have mercy on our wo and our distresse 
bom drope of piteo, thurgh thy gentil- 
esse, 920 

Up-on us wrecched wommen lat thou falle 
i or certes, lord, ther ms noon of us alle. 
That she nath been a duchesse or a queue , 
Now be we caitifs, as it is wel sene 
Thanked be Fortune, and hir false wheel. 
That noon estat assureth to be weel 926 
And certes, lord, t’abyden your presence, 
Here in the temple of the goddesse 
Clemence (70) 


We han lien waytinge al tins fourtenight , 
Now help us, lord, sith it is in thy might. 
I wrecche, which that wepe and waille 
thus, 931 

Was whylom wyf to king Capaneus, 

That staif at Thebes, cursed be that day \ 
And alle we, that been 111 tins array. 

And makon al this lamentacioun, 93^ 
We lostcn alle our housbondes at that 
toun, 

Whyl that the sege ther aboute lav 
And yet now th’olde Creon, wtylaway ' 
The lord is now of Thebes the citee, (81) 
Fulfild of ire and of iniquitoe, 940 

He, for despyt, and for his tirannye, 
lo do the dede bodyes vilemye, 

Of alle our loides, whicho that ben slawe. 
Hath alle the bodyes on an heep y drawe. 
And wol nat suffren hero, by noon assent. 
Neither to been y-buried nor y-brent, 946 
But maketh lioundcs ete hem in despyt ’ 
And with that word, with outen more 
respyt, (90) 

They fillen gruf, and cryden pitously, 

‘ Have on us wrecched wommen som 
mercy, 91J0 

And 1 it our sorwe smken in tliyn herte ’ 
This gentil duk doun from his courser 
sterte 

With herte pitous, whan he herde hem 
siieke 

Him thoughto that his herte wolde breke, 
Whan he saugh hem so pitous and so 
mat, 955 

That whylom weren of so greet estat 
And m his armes he hem alle up hente, 
And hem conforteth m ful good entente , 
And swoor his ooth, as he was trewe 
knight, (loi) 

He wolde doon so ferforthlv his might 96a 
Up-on the tyraunt Creon hem to wreke, 
That al tlie peple of Glrece sholde speke 
How Creon was of Theseus y-served. 

As he that hadde his deeth ful wel de- 
served, 964 

And right anoon, with-outen more abood, 
His baner he desplayeth, and forth rood 
To Thebes-ward, and al his host bisyde , 
No noer Athents wolde he go ne ryde, 

Ne take his ese fully half a day, (in) 

But onward on his wey that night he lay, 
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And sente anoon Ipolita the quene, 971 
And Emelye Inr yonge suster shene, 
Un-to the toun of Athen^ 5 s to dwolle , 

And forth he rit , ther nia namore to 
telle 

The rede statue of Mars, with spere 
and targe, ^ 7 ^ 

So shynetli in his whyto baner large, 
That alle the fteldes gliteren up and doun , 
And by his baner born is his pcnoun (120) 
Of gold fill riche, in which ther was 
y-bete 

The Minotaur, which th it he slough in 
Crete 9S0 

Thus Tit this duk, thus rit this conquerour, 
And in his host of chivalrye the flour, 

Til that he cam to Thebes, and alighte 
Eaire in a feeld, ther as he thoghte hghte 
But shortly for to speken of this thing, 985 
With Creon, which that was of Thebes 
king, 

He faught, and slough him manly as 
a knight 

In pleyn bataille, and putte the folk to 
flight, (130) 

And by assaut he wan the citee after, 
And rente adoun bothe wal, and sparre, 
and rafter , 990 

And to the hidyes he restored agayn 
The bones of hir housbondes that were 
slayn, 

To doon obsequies, as was tho the gyse 
But it were al to long for to devyse 994 
The grete clamour and the waymentinge 
That the ladyes made at the brcnninge 
Of tho bodyes, and the grete honour 
That Tlieseus, the noble conquerour, (140) 
Both to the ladyes, whan they from him 
wente , 999 

But shortly for to telle is myn entente 
Whan that this worthy duk, this Tlieseus, 
Hath Croon slayn, and wonno Thebes 
thus, 

Stille in that feeld he took al night liis 
resto. 

And dide with al the contree as him 


To ransake in tho tas of bodyes dede. 
Hem for to strepe of harneys and of wede, 
The pilours diden bismesso and cure, 
After the bataille and disconfiture (150) 


And so bifel, that in the tas they founde, 
Thurgh-girt with many a grevous blody 
wounde, 1010 

Two 5 onge knight es hggmg by and bj , 
Bothe in oon armes, wi oght ful richely, 
Of whiche two, Aicita hight that oon, 
And that other knight hight Palamon 
Nat fully quike, ne fully dede they were, 
But by hir cote-armures, and by hir gere 
The heraudes knewe hem best in speciaj 1 
As they that weren of the blood royal (16c 
Of Thebes, and of sustren two y-bom 
Out of the tas the pilours han hem torn, j 
And lian hem caned softe un-to the 
tento 1021 

Of Tlieseus, and ho ful sone hem sente 
To Athenes, to dwollen in prisoun 
Perpetuellj , he nolde no raunsoun 
And whan this worthy duk hath thus 
y don, J025 

He took his host, and hoom he rood anon 
With laurer crowmed as a conquerour , 
And there he liveth, in joye and in 
honour, (170) 

Terme of his lyf , what nedeth wordes 
mo? 

And m a tour, in angwish and in wo, 1030 
Dwellen this Palamoun and etk Ar( ite, 
For evermore, ther may no gold hem 
quyte 

This passeth yeer by ycer, and da> by 
day, 

Til it fil ones, in a morwe of May, 

That Emelye, that fairer was to sene 10:^5 
Than is the lilio upon Ins stalke greno. 
And fressher than the May with floures 
newe — ■ (179) 

For with the rose colour stroof hir hew e, 

I noot which was the fairer of hem two — 
Er it wore day, as was hir wonc to do, 

She was arisen, and al redy dight , 1041 

For May wol have no slogardyo a-night 
The sesoun priketh every gentil herte. 
And maketh him out of his sleep to sterte. 
And seith, ‘Arys, and do thyn obser- 
vaunce’ (1S7) 1045 

This maked Emelye have remembraunce 
To doon honour to May, and for to ryse 
Y-clothed was she fresh, for to devise , 
Hir yelow heer was broyded in a tresse, 
Bihinde hir hak, a yerde long, I gesse 
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And in the gardin, at the sonne up-riete, 
She walketh up and doun, and as hir 
liste 

She gadereth flour es, party whyte and 
rede, 

To make a sotil gerland for hir hede, 

And as an aungel hevenly she song 
The giete tour, that was so thikke and 
strong, 

Which of the castel was the chief don- 
geoun, (199) 

(Thor-as the knightcs weren in pnsoun, 
Of whiche I tolde yow, and tellen shal) 
Was evene joynant to the gardm-wal, 1060 
Thcr as this Emelye hadde hir plcyinge 
Bright ^as the sonne, and deer that 
morw eninge, 

And Palamon, this woful prisoner. 

As was his wono, hv leve of his gayler. 
Was risen, and romed in a chambre on 
heigh, lobS 

In which he al the noble citee seigh, 

And eek the gardin, ful of braunches 
grene, (209) 

Ther-as this fresshe Emelye the shene 
Was in hir walk, and romed up and 
doun 1069 

This sorweful prisoner, this Palamoun, 
Ooth in the chambre, roming to and Iro, 
And to him-self compleyning of his wo , 
That he was born, ful ofte he seyde, ‘ alas’’ 
And so bifel, by aventure or cas. 

That thurgh a window, thikke of many 
a barre 1075 

Of yren greet, and square as any sparie. 
He caste his eye upon Emelya, 

And ther-with al he bleynte, and cryde 
‘a’’ (220) 

As though he stongen were un-to the 
herte 1079 

And with that cry Arc ito anon up-sterto. 
And scyde, ‘Cosin myn, what eyletli 
thee. 

That art so pale and deedly on to see ? 
Why c ydostow? who hath thee doon 
offence ? 

Eor Gk)ddes love, tak al in pacience 1084 
Our pnsoun, for it may non other be , 
Eortune hath yeven us this adversitee 
Som wikke aspect or disposicioun 
Of Saturne, by sum constellacioun, (230) 


Hath yeven us this, al-though we hadde 
it sworn , 

So stood the heven whan that we were 
born , 1090 

We moste endure it this is the short and 
pleyn ’ 

This Palamon answerde, and seyde 
ageyn, 

‘ Cosyn, for sothe, of this opimoun 
Thou hast a vcyn imaginacioun 
This prison caused me nat for to crye 1095 
But I was hurt right now thurgh-out 
myn ye 

In-to myn herte, that wol my bane be 
The fairnesse of that lady that I see (240) 
Yoiid in the gardin romen to and fro. 

Is cause of al my ciying and my wo 1 100 
I noot wher she be womman or goddesse , 
But Venus is it, sootlily, as I gesse ’ 

And ther-with-al on kne6s doun he fil, 
And seyde ‘ Venus, it it be thy wil 
Yow in this gardin thus to transfigure 1105 
Bifore me, sorweful wrecche creature. 
Out of this pnsoun help that we may 
scapen 

And if so be my destinee be shapen (250) 
By eteme word to dyen in pnsoun, 

Of our linage have som compassioun, 1110 
That IS so lowe y-broght by tirannye ’ 
And with that word Arcite gan espye 
Wher-as this lady romed to and fro 
And with that sighte hir beautee hurte 
him so, 1114 

That, it that Palamon was wounded sore, 
Arcite is hurt as muche as he, or more 
And with a sigh he seyde pitously (259) 
‘ The fresshe beautee sleeth me sodeynly 
Of hir that rometh in the yonder place , 
And, but I have hir mercy and hir grace, 
That I may seen hir atte loesto weye, 1121 
I nam but deed , tlier ms namore to seye ’ 
This Palamon, whan he tho wordes 
herde, 

Dispitously he loked, and answerde 
‘ Whether seistow this in ernest or in 
pley?’ 112:5 

‘Nay,’ quod Arcite, ‘in ernest, by my 
fey’ 

God help me so, me list ful yvele pleye ’ 
This Palamon gan knitte his browes 
tweye (270) 
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*It nere,’ quod ke, ‘to thee no greet 
honour 

For to be fals, ne for to be tra\donr 11^0 
To me, that am thy cosiii and thy brother 
Y-swom ful dope, and och of us til other, 
That never, for to dyon in the pcyne, 

Til that the deeth doparte shal us tweyno, 
Neither of us in love to hindren other, i 
Ne in non other cas, my leve brother , 
But that thou sholdesttrewelyforthrenme 
In every cas, and I shal forthren thee (2S0) 
This was thyn 00th, and myn also, corteyn , 
I wot right wel, thou darst it nat withseyn 
Thus artow of my oounseil, out of doute 
And now thou woldest falsly been abouto 
To lo\e my lady, whom I love and serve, 
And e\ er shal, til that myn herte sterve 
Now certes, fals Arcite, thou shalt nat so 
I loved hir first, and tolde thee my wo 1146 
As to my counseil, and my brother sworn 
To forthre me, as T have told bifom (290) 
For which thou art y-bounden as a knight 
To helpen me, if it lay in thy might, 1150 
Or elles artow fals, I darwel seyn ’ 

This Arcite ful proudly spak ageyn, 
‘Tliou shalt,’ quod he, ‘be rather fals 
than I , 

But thou art fals, I telle thee utterly , 

For joar amour 1 loved hir first er thow 1 1 
What wiltow seyn ? thou wistest nat yet 
now 

Wliether she be a womman or goddosse ’ 
Tliyn IS atfeccioun of holinesse, (300) 
And myn is love, as to a creature , 

For which I tolde thee myn aventure n6o 
As to my cosm, and my brother sworn 
I pose, that thou lovedest hir bifom , 
Wostow nat wel the olde cleikes sawe. 
That “ who shal yeve a lover any lawe^ ” 
Love IS a gretter lawe, by my pan, ii6<5 
Than may be yeve to any erthly man 
And therefore positif lawe and swich 
decree 

Is broke al-day for love, m ech degree (310) 
A man moot nodes love, maiigree Ins heed 
He may nat fleon it, thogh he sholdo be 
deed, 1170 

A 1 be she mayde, or widwo, or elles wyf 
And eek it is nat lykly, al thy lyf, 

To stonden in hir grace , namore shal I , 
For wel thou woost thy-selven verraily. 


That thou and 1 be dampned to pnsoun 
Perpetuelly , us gayneth no raunsoun 
Wo stryve as dido the houndes for the 
boon, 1177 

Theyfoughte al day, and yet hir part was 
noon , (320) 

Hier cam a kyte, whyl that they wore 
WTothe, 

And bar awey the boon bitwixe hem 
bothe 1180 

And therfore, at the kinges court, my 
brother, 

Ech man for him-self, ther is non other 
Love if thee list , for I love and ay shal , 
And soothly, leve brother, this is al 
Here in this pnsoun mote we endure, 1185 
And everich of us take his aventure ’ 
Greet was the stryf and long bitwixe 
hem tweye. 

If that I hadde leyser for to seye , (330) 

But to th’effect It happed on a day, 

(To telle it yow as shortly as I may) 1 190 
A worthy duk that highte Perotheus, 
That felawe was un-to duk Theseus 
Sin thilke day that they were children 
lyte. 

Was come to Atlienes, his felawe to visyte. 
And for to pleye, as he was wont to do. 
For in this world he loved no man so i iq6 
And he loved him as tend rely ageyn 
So wel they loved, as olde bokes seyn, (340) 
That whan that oon was deed, sothly to 
telle. 

His felawe wente and soghte him doun in 
helle , 1200 

But of that story list me nat to wryte 
Duk Perotheus loved wel Arcite, 

And hadde him knowe at Thebes yeer by 
yere , 

And fyn illy, at request© and preyere 1204 
Of Perotheus, with-oute any raunsoun, 
Duk Theseus him leet out of pnsoun. 
Freely to goon , wher that him liste over-al, 
In swich a gyse, as I youtellen shal (3«)0) 
This was the forward, pleynly for t’en- 
dyto, 

Bitwixen Tlieseus and him Arcite 1210 
TTiat if so w ere, that Arcite were y-founde 
Ever in his lyf, by day or night or stoundo 
In any controe of tins Theseus, 

And he were caught, it was acorded thus, 
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That with a swerd he sholclo lese his 
heed , 1-515 

Ther nas non other remodye ne reed, 

But taketh Ins leve, and horn ward he him 
speddo , (^59) 

Let him be war, his nekke lyth to wedde ’ 
How greet a sorwe suftreth now Arcite ’ 
The deeth he feleth thurgh his herte 
smyto , 1220 

He wepoth, wayleth, cryotli pitously , 

To sleen hnn self he waytetli i)rivcl> 

He seydo, ‘ Allas that day that I was born ’ 
Now IS my prison worse than bifoin , 

Now IS me shape eternally to dwelle 1225 
Noght in purgatono, but in helle 
Allas ’ that ever knew I Perotheus ’ 

Por eUes hadde I dwelled with Theseus 
Y-fetered in his prisoun ever-mo (]7i) 
Than hadde I been in blisso, and nat m wo 
Only the sighte of hir, whom that I servo, 
Though that I never hir grace may deserve, 
Wolde han suffisod right y-nough for me 
O dcre cosin Palamon,’ quod he, 

‘ Thyn is the victorie of this aventure, 123', 
Ful bhsfully in prison maistow dure , 

In prison? certes nay, but m paradys ’ 
Wol hath fortune y-luined thee the dys. 
That hast the sighte of liu, and I tlPaK 
sence (381) 12^9 

For possible is, sm thou hast hir presence. 
And art a knight, a worthy and an able, 
That by som cas, sin foitune is chaunge- 
able, 

Thou mayst to thy desyr som tyme atteyne 
But I, that am exylc d, and b 11 03^10 
Of alle grace, and in so greet dospcir, 1245 
Th it ther ms orthe, water, fyr, ne cir, 

Ne creature, that of hem maktd is. 

That may mo helpo or doon confort in this 
Wol oughte I sterve in wanliope and dis- 
tiesse , (391) 

Farwel my lyf, my lust, and my gladnesso ’ 
Allas, why ple5men folk so m commune 
Of purveyaunco of God, or of fortune. 
That yeveth hem ful ofte in many a gyse 
Wol bettre than they can hem-selt dev3rse ? 
Som man desyreth for to han richcsse, i2«;'> 
That cause is of Ins mordie or greet sik- 
nesse 

And som man wolde out of his prison fayn. 
That in his hous is of his mc3mce slayn 


Infinite harmes been in this matore , (401) 
We witen nat what thing wo preyen here 
We faien as he that dronke is as a 
mous , 1261 

A dronke man wot wel he hath an hous, 
But he noot which the righte woy is thider , 
And to a dronke man the wey is slidei 
And certes, m tins woild so faien we , 

We seken faste after felicitee, 1260 

But we goon wrong ful often, trewoly 
Tlmsmay wescyen alio, and namely I, (410) 
That wende and hadde a gieet opinioun, 
That, if I mighto escapen from prisoun, 
Than hadde I been in joye and pei-fit 
hele, 1271 

Ther now I am cxyled fro my wele 
Sin that I may nat seen yow, Emelye, 

I nam but deed , ther ms no remedyi ’ 
Up on that other syde Palamon, 1275 
Whan that he wiste Arcite wis agon, 
Swich sorwe he maketh, that the grete 
tour 

Besouueth of his youling and clamour 
The pure lettres on liis shines grete (421) 
Weren of his bittro salte teres wete. 1280 
‘ Allas ’ ’ quod he, ‘ Arcita, cosin myn, 

Of al our stryf, God woot, the fruyt is thyn 
Thow walkcst now in Thel)cs at thy large, 
And of my wo thou yovest litel charge 
Thou mayst, sm tliou hast wisdom and 
maiihcde, 1-S5 

Assemblcu alio the foUc of our kinrede, 
And make a worre so sharp on this citeo, 
That by som aventure, or som tretee, 
Thou mayst have hir to lady and to W3rf, 
For whom that I fmot nodes leso my lyf 
For, as by wey of possibilitoe, (433) 1-91 
Sith thou art at thy largo, of prison free, 
And art a lord, greet 13 thyn avauntage, 
More than is myn, that stervo here in a 
cage 1294 

For I mot wepe and wayle, whyl I live. 
With al the wo that prison may me yi\ e, 
And eck with pe3no that love me yneth 
also, (4 ,q) 

That doubleth al ray torment and my wo * 
Ther-with the fyr of jelousyo up-sterte 
With-inne his brest, and hente him by 
the herto 1300 

So woodly, that he lyk was to biholde 
The box-tree, or the asshen dede and colde, 
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Tho seyde lie , ‘0 cruel goddes, that 

governe 

This world with binding of your word 
eterne, 

And wryten in the table of atliamaunt 
Your parlemeiit, and your eterne graunt, 
What IS mankinde more un-to yow liolde 
Than is the sheep, that rouketh in the 
folde ^ (450) 

For slayn is man right as another besto, 
And dwelleth eek in prison and areste, 
And hath siknesse, and greet adversitee, 
And ofte tymes giltelees, pardee ’ 1312 

What governaunce is in this prescience, 
That giltelees tormenteth innocence ? 
And yet oncreseth this al my ponaunce, 
That man is bounden to his observaunco, 
For Goddes sake, to letten of his wiUe, 
Thor as a beest may al his lust fulfille (460) 
And whan a beest is deed, he hath no 
peyne , 

But man after his dt cth moot wepe ind 
l)leyne, 13-^ 

Though in this world he have care and wo 
With-outen doute it may stondon so 
Th’ answere of this I lete to divyms, 

But wel I woot, that lu this world gret 
pyne is 

Allas ’ I see a serpent or a tlieef, i3^'> 
That many a trowe man hath doon mes- 
cheef. 

Goon at his large, and wher him list may 
turne (4^9) 

But I mot been in prison thurgh Saturn e, 
And eek thurgh J uno, jalous and eek wood, 
That hath destroyed wel ny al tho blood 
Of Thebes, with his waste walles wyde 
And Venus sleeth me on that other syde 
For jelousye, and fere of him Arcite ’ 

Now wol I stinte of Palamon a lyte, 
And lete him in his iirison stille dwelle. 
And of Arcita forth I wol yow telle 1336 
The somer passeth, and the nightes 
longe (479) 

Encresen double wyse the peynes stronge 
Bothe of the lovere and the inisoner 
I noot which hath the wofullere mester 
For shortly for to seyn, this Palamoun 
Perpetuelly is dampned to prisouu, 134a 
In cheynes and in fettres to ben deed , 
And Arcite is exyled upon lus heed 


For evor-mo as out of that contree, i34y 
Ne never-mo he slial his lady see 

Yow loveres axe I now this questioun, 
Who hath the worse, Arcite or Palamoun ? 
That oon may seen his lady day by daj , 
But in prison he moot dwelle alway i3'?o 
That other whor him list may rydo or go, 
But seen his lady shal he nevor-mo (494) 
Now demeth as yow liste, ye that can. 

For I wol telle forth as I bigan 
Explicit pnma Pars 
Sequitur pars secunda 
Whan that Arcite to Tliebes comen was, 
Ful ofte a day he swelte and seyde ‘ alias, ^ 
For seen his lady shal he never-mo 1357 
And shoitly to cone luden al his wo, (500) 
So miicho soiave had ne\cr cieaturo 
Th it IS, or shal, whj 1 that the w oild may 
dine 1360 

His sleep, his mete, his drink is him biraft, 
That lene he wex, and dryo as is a shaft 
His eyen liolwo, and giisly to biholde , 
His howe falwe, and pale as asshen colde, 
And solitarie ho was, and ever allono, 1365^ 
And wailling al tho night, making his 
mone 

And if he heide song or instrument. 

Then wolde he wepe, he mighte nat be 
stent , (t)io) 

So feblo eek were his spirits, and so 
lowe, 1369 

And chaungod so, that no man coude knowe 
His speche nor his vois, though men it 
herde 

And in his gore, for al the world ho ferde 
Nat oonly lyk the loveres maladye 
Of Heroos, but rather lyk manye 
Engendred of humour malencolyk, 1375 
Biforen, in his celle fantastyk 
And shortly, turned was al up-so-doun 
Bothe habit and eek disposicioun (520) 

Of him, this woful lovere daun Aicite 
What sholde I al-day of his wo endyte ^ 
Whan he endured haddo a yeer or two 
This cruel torment, and this peyne and wo, 
At Thebes, in his contree, as I seyde. 
Up-on a night, in sleep as ho him leydo. 
Him thoughte how that the winged god 
Mercurie 1385 

Biforn him stood and bad lum to be murye. 
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His slepy yerde in liond he bar npriglite , 
An hat ho werede np-on Ins heres bnghte 
Arrayed was this god (as he took keep) 

As he was whan that Argus took his sleep , 
And seyde him thus ‘ T’ Ath^nts shaltou 
wende, (^^3) 1391 

Ther is thee shapen of thy wo an ende ’ 
And with that word Arcite wook and sterte 
* Now trewely, how sore that me smerte,’ 
Quod he, ‘ t’ Ath^nes right now wol I fare , 
Ne for the drede of deeth shal I nat spare 
To see my lady, that I love and serve , 

In hir presence I recche nat to sterve ’ (540) 
And with that word he caughte a greet 
miroui, 1399 

And saugh that chaunged was al his colour, 
And saugh his visage al m another kinde 
And right anoon it ran him in his minde, 
That, sith Ins f ice was so disfigured 
Of maladje, the which he hadde endured. 
He mighto wel, if that he bar him lowe, 
Live in Ath^nes e\ er more unknowe, 1406 
And seen his lady wel ny day ])y day 
And right anon he chaunged his array, 
And cladde him as a povre laborer, (551) 
And al allone, save oonly a squyer, 1410 
That knew his privetee and al Ins cas, 
Which was disgysed povrely, as he was, 

T’ Ath6n6s is he goon the nexte way 
And to the court he wente up-on a day, 
And at the gate he profreth his servyse, 
To druggo and drawe, what so men wol 
devyse 1416 

And shortly of this matere for to seyn, 

He 111 in office with a chamberleyn, (360) 
The which that dwelling was with Emelye , 
Eor he was wys, and coude soon aspye 1420 
Of every ser\aunt, which that serve tli 
here 

Wel coude he hewen wode, and water here, 
Eor he was yong and mighty for the nones. 
And ther-to ho was strong and big of bones 
To doon that any wight can him devyse 
A yeer or two he was in this servyse, 
Page of the chambre of Emelye the bnghte , 
And ‘ Philostrate ’ he seide that he highte 
But half so wel bilovod a man as he (571) 
Ne was ther never in court, of his degree , 
He was so gentil of condicioun, 1431 
That thurghout al tlie court was his re- 
noun. 


They seyden, that it were a chantee 
That Theseus wolde enhauncen his degree. 
And putten liim in worshipful servyse, 
Ther as he mighte his vertti excercyse 
And thus, with-inne a whyle, his name is 
spronge 1437 

Bothe of his dedes, and his goodo tongc, 
That Theseus hath taken him so neer (581) 
That of his chambre he made him a squyer, 
And yaf him gold to mayntene his degree , 
And eek men broghte him out of his 
contree 

From yeer to yeer, ful prively, his rente , 
But honestly and slyly ho it spente, 

That no man wondred how that he it 
hadde 1443 

And three yeer in this wyso his lyf he 
ladde, 

And bar him so in pees and eek in werre, 
Ther nas no man that Theseus hath derre 
And m this blisse lete I now Arcite, (391) 
And Speke I wol of Palamon a lyte 1450 
In derknesse and horrible and strong 
pnsoun 

This seven yeer hath seten Palamoun, 
Forpyned, what for wo and for distresse , 
Who feleth double soor and hevinesse 
But Palamon ? that love destreyneth so, 
That wood out of his wit he gooth for wo , 
And eek therto he is a prisoner 1437 
Perpetuelly, noght oonly for a yeer (600) 
Who coude ryme in Enghsh proprely 
His martirdom ? for sothe, it am nat I , 
Therefore I passe as lightly as I may 
It fel that in the seventho yeer, in May, 
The thridde night, (as olde bokes seyn. 
That al this stone tellen more pleyn,) 
Were it by aventure or destinee, 1405 
(As, whan a thing is shapen, it shal be,) 
That, sone after the midnight, Palamoun, 
By helping of a freend, brak his pnsoun. 
And fleeth the citce, faste as he may go , 
For he had yive Ins gayler dnnke so 1470 
Of a clarree, maad of a certeyn wyn, (613) 
With norcotikes and opie of Thebes fyn, 
That al that night, thogb that men wolde 
him shake, 

The gayler sleep, ho mighte nat awake , 
And thus he fleeth as faste as ever he 
may 1475 

The night was short, and faste by the day, 
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Tliat ned©s-ooStliGmostehim-selven hyde, 
And til a grove, faste ther besyde, (6-0) 
With dredful foot than stalketh Pala- 
monn 

For shortly, this was his opinioun, 1480 
That in that grovo he wolde him hyde al 
day, 

And in the night than wolde he take Ins 
way 

To Thebes-ward, his freendos for to preye 
On Thcsens to helpo him to werreve , 

And shortly, outher he wolde lese his lyf, 
Or winnen Emelye nn-to lus wyf , 14S6 

This IS th’effect and his entente pleyn 
Now wol I tome un-to Arcite ageyii, (6^0) 
That litel wiste how ny that was his 
care, 

Til that fortune had broght him in the 
snare 1490 

The bisy larke, messager of day, 
Salinith in hir song the morwe gray , 

And fyry Phebus ryseth up so bnghte, 
That al the orient laugheth of the lighte. 
And with his stremcs dryeth in the greves 
The silver dropes, hanging on the leves 
And Arcite, that is in the court roval 
With Theseus, his squyer principal, {640) 
Is risen, and loketh on the myrie day 
And, for to doon his observ lunce to May, 
Kemembiing on the poynt ot his desyr, 
He on a courser, sterting as the fyr, 1502 
Is ridcn in-to the feeldes, him to ploye. 
Out of the court, were it a myle or tweye , 
And to the grove, ot which that I yow 
tolde, 1505 

By aventure, his wey ho gan to holde, 

To maken him a gerland of the greves, 
Weie it of wodebinde or hawethorn-leves. 
And loude he song ageyn the sonne shene 
‘ May, with alle thy flouros and thy grene, 
Wel-oome be thou, faire frosshe May, 1511 
I hope that I som grene gote may ^ (654) 
And from his courser, with a lusty herte, 
In-to the grove ful hastily he sterte, 

And in a path he rometh up and doun, 
Ther-as, by aventure, this Palamoun 11516 
Was m a bush, that no man mighte him 
see, 

For sore afered of his deetli was he (660) 
No-thing ne knew he that it was Arcite 
Ood wot he wolde have trowed it ful lyte 


But sooth is sey 1 , gon sithen many yeres, 
That ‘ feeld hath oyen, and the wode hath 
eres ’ 1522 

It is ful fair a man to here him evene, 
For al-day meteth men at unset stevone 
Pul litel woot Aicite of lus felawe, 15-5 
That was so ny to herknen al his sawe, 
For m the hush he sitteth now ful stille 
Whan that Arcite had romed al his fille, 
And songen al the roundel lustily, (671) 
In-to a studie he fil sodeynly, i«530 

As doon thise lovores in hir queynte geres, 
Now in the croppo, now doun in the breres, 
Now np, now doun, as boket in a welle. 
Eight as the Friday, soothly for to telle, 
Now it shyneth, now it reyneth faste, i <535 
Eight so can gery Venus overcaste 
The hertes of hir folk , right as hir day 
Is gerful, right so chaungeth she array 
Soldo 18 the Friday al the wyko y-lyke 
Whan that Arcite had songe, ho gan to 
syke, (6S2) i«;4o 

And sette him doun with-outen any more 
‘ Alas ' ’ quod he, ‘ that day that I was bore ' 
How longe, J uno, thurgh thv rueltee, 
Woltow werrcyen Thebes ti e citee ? 

Allas ’ y-bioght is to confusioun 1*545 

The blood royal of Cadme and Ami)hioun , 
Of Cadmus, which that was the lirste 
man (^>89) 

That Thebes bulte, or first the toun higan, 
And of the citoe first was crouned king, 
Of lus linage am I, and his of-spring 1*550 
By vcrray ligne, is of the stok rojal 
And now I am so caitif and so thral. 

That he, that is my mortal enemy, 

I serve him as his squyer povrely 1^*54 
And yet doth J uno me wel more shame, 
For I dar noght biknowe myii owne name , 
But ther-as I was wont to highte Arcite, 
Now highte I Philostrate, noght worth a 
myte (jixi) 

Allas ’ thou felle Mars, alias ’ Juno, 1559 
Thus hath your ire our kmrede al fordo, 
Save only me, and wreoched Palamoun, 
That Theseus martyreth in prisoun 
And over al this, to sleen me utterly, 

Love hath his fyry dart so brennmgly 
Y-stiked thurgh my trewe careful herte, 
That shapen was my deeth erst than my 
sherte 1566 



T 1569-1646 ] 


A %ni^^U6 Zak, 


439 


And I wol love hir, mangre al thy might * 
But, for as muche thou art a worthy knight, 
And wilnest to darreyne hir by hatayle. 
Have hcer my trouthe, to-morwe I wol 
nat fayle, 1610 

With-outen witing of any other wight, 
That here I wol be founden as a knight, 
And brmgen harneys right y-nough for 
thee , 

And chees the beste, and leve the worste 
for me 

And mete and drmke this night wol I 
bringe 1615 

Y-nough for thee, and clothes for thy 
beddmge (758) 

And, if so be that thou my lady winne, 
And slee me in this wodc ther I am mne. 
Thou mayst wel have thy lady, as for me * 
This Palamon answerdo ‘I grannte it 
thee ’ 1620 

And thus they been departed til Eu-morwc, 
When ech of hem had leyd his feith to 
borwe 

O Cupide, out of alio charitec ’ 

O regne, that wolt no felawe liave with 
thee ’ 

Fill sooth IS seyd, that love ne lordshipo 
Wol noght, his thankes, have no felawc- 
shipe , 1626 

Wel finden that Arcito and Palamoun 


Ye sleen me with youi eyen, Emelye , 

Ye been the cause wherfor that I dye (710) 
Of al the remenant of myn other care 
Ne aetto I nat the mountaunce of a tare, 
feo that I coudo don aught to your ple- 
saunce ’ ’ 1^71 

And with that word he fil doun in a, 
traunce 

A longe tyme , and after he up-sterte 
This Palamoun, that thoughte that 
thurgh Ins herte (716) 1574 

He felto a cold swerd sodeynliche glyde. 
For ire he quook, no longer wolde he hyde 
And whan that he had l\erd Arcites tale, 
As ho were wood, with face deed and paJe, 
He sterte him up out of the huskea thikke. 
And seyde ‘ Arcite, false traxtour wikke, 
Now artow hent, that lovest my lady so. 
For whom that I have al this peyne and 
wo, 1582 

And art my blood, and to my counseil 
sworn, 

As I ful ofte have told thee liecr-bifom. 
And hast by-japed here duk Theseus, 1585 
And falsly chaunged hast thy name thus , 
I wol be deed, or elles thou shalt dye 
Thou shalt nat love my lady Emelye, (730) 
But I wol love liir only, and namo , 

For I am Palamoun, tliy mortal fo isqo 
And though that I no wepne have in this 
place, 

But out of prison am asfcert hy grace, 

I drede noght tliat outlier thou shalt dye, 
Or thou ne shalt nat loven Emelye 
Cliees which thou wilt, for thou shalt nat 
asterte ’ 1595 

This Arcito, with ful despitous herte. 
Whan he him knew, and hadde his tale 
herd, 

As fiers as leoun, pulled out a sfwerd, (740) 
And seyde thus ‘ by God that sit above, 
N ore it that thou art sik, and wood for love, 
And eek that thou no wepne hast in this 
place, 1601 

Thou sholdest never out of this grove pace. 
That thou ne sholdest dyen of myn bond. 
For I defye the seurteo and the bond 
Which that thou seyst that I have mond 
to thee 1605 

What, verray fool, think wel that love is 

free, (,48) 


Arcite IS riden anon un-to the toun, (770) 
And on the morwe, er it were dayes 
light, 

Ful pnvely two harneys hath he dight, 1630 
Bothe suffisaunt and mete to darreyne 
The bataiUe in the feeld bitwix hem 
tweyne 

And on his hors, allono as ho was born. 
Ho carieth al this harneys him bifom , 
And in the grove, at tyme and place y-set. 
This Arcite and this Palamon ben met 
Tho chaungen gan the colour m hir face , 
Right as the hunter in the regne of Trace, 
That stondeth at the gappo with a spere, 
"Whan hunted is the leoun or the here, 
And hereth him come russiung in the 
greves, (783) 1641 

And hreketh bothe bowes and tho loves, 
And thinketh, ‘beer cometh my mortel 
enemy, 

With-oute fade, he moot be deed, or I , 



A Zatt 


[r 1647-1732. 


HO 


B’or outher I mot sleen liim at tli0 gappe, 
)r he mot sleen me, if that me misliappo ’ 
>0 ferden they, in chaungmg of hir 
hewe, 1047 

Is fer as evench of hem other knewe (790) 
Cher nas no good day, ne no saluing , 

But streight, with-outon word orrehersing, 
Sverich of hem halp for to armen other, 
freendly as he were his owno brother , 
Lnd after that, with sharpe speres strongt 
[liey foj nen ech at other wonder longe 
[hou mightest wene that this Palamoun 
n his fighting were a wood leoun, i 6<^6 
^nd as a cruel tygre was Arcite 
Is Wilde bores gonne they to smyto, (8ooj 
riiat frothen \\hyte as foom tor 11c 
wood 

Jp to the ancle foghte they in hir blood 
Lnd in this wyse I lete hem fighting d welle, 
bid forth I wol of Theseus yow telle 
The dostmee, ministre general, 

"’hat oxecuteth in the world o^ er-al 
^he pur\eyaunce, that God hath seyn 
biforn, 16615 

10 strong it IS, that, though the i\oild 

had sworn 

lio contrarie of a thxiig, by ye or nay, 

(Tot somtymo it shal tallen on a day (810) 
Tiat falleth iiat eft with-iniie a thous tnd 
>ere 

i’or certemly, our appetyfes here, 1670 
3 e it of werre, or pees, or hate, or love, 

11 is this reuled by the sighto above 
Tns mene I now by mighty Theseus, 

'hat for to honten is so desirous, 

Lnd namely at the greto hert in May, 1675 
'hat in his bed ther dawoth him no 
day, 

Tiat ho nis clad, and rody for to ryde 
Vith hunte and horn, and houndes him 
bisyde (820) 

•'or in his huntmg hath he swieh delyt, 
'hat it IS al his joye and appetyt 1680 

'o been him-self the grete hertes bane 
''or after Mars he serveth now Diane 
Cleer was the day, as I have told er this, 
Lnd Theseus, with alle joye and bhs, 

Vith his Ipohta, the fayre queue, 1685 
Lnd Emelye, clothed al in grene, 

)n hunting be they riden royally 
Lnd to the grove that stood ful faste by, 


In which ther was an hert, as men hinj 
tolde, (831) 

Duk Theseus the streighte wey hath 
holde 169a 

And to the laiinde he rydeth him ful right. 
For thidci was the hert wont have his 
flight. 

And over a brook, and so forth on his weye 
This duk wol han a cours at him, or tweye. 
With houndes, swiche as that him list 
comaunde 1695 

And whan this duk was come un-to the 
launde. 

Under the sonno he loketh, and anon 
He was war of Arcito and Palamon, (840) 
That foughten breme, as it were bores two , 
Thebrighteswerdeswenten to and fro 1700 
So hidously, that with the leeste strook 
It seemed as it wolde felle an ook , 

But what they were, no-thmg ho no woot 
This duk his courser with Ins spores 
smoot. 

And at a stert he was bitwix hem two, 1705 
And pulled out a swerd and cryed, ‘ ho ' 
Namoro, up peyne of losing of your heed 
By mighty Mars, he bh il anon be deed, (850) 
That smyteth any stiook, that I may seen^ 
But telloth me what mister men ye been, 
That been so hardy for to fighten here 1711 
With-outen jugo or other officere. 

As it were in a listes royally '* ’ 

This Palamon answerde hastily 
And seyde ‘sire, what nedeth wordes 
mo? 1715 

Wo have the deeth deserved botho two 
Two woful wrecches been we, two cay- 
twes, (859) 

That been encombred of our owne lyves , 
And as thou art a rightful lord and jugc, 
Ne yeve us neither mercy ne refuge, 1720 
But slee mo first, for seynte charitee , 

But slee my felawe eek as wel as me 
Or slee him first , for, though thou knowo 
it lyte. 

This IS thy mortal fo, this is Arcite, 1724 
That fro thy lond is banished on his heed, 
For which he hath deserved to be deed 
For this IS he that cam un-to thy gate. 
And seyde, that he highte Philostrate (870) 
Thus hath he japed thee ful many a yeer, 
And thou has makedhim thy chiejfsquyer 
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And tins IS he that loveth Emelye 1731 
Eor sith the day is come that I shal dye, 

I make pleynly my confessioun, 

That I am thilke woful Palamonn, 

That hath thy prison brolcen wikkedly 
I am thy mortal fo, and it am I 1736 
That loveth so hote Emelye the brighte, 
That I wol dye present in hir sighte (880) 
Therfore I axe deeth and my jnwyse , 

But slee my felawe in the same wyse, 1740 
For bothe han we deserved to be slayn ’ 
This worthy duk answerde anon agayn, 
And seyde, ‘ This is a short conclusioun 
Youre owne month, by your confessioun, 
Hath dampned you, and I wol it recordo. 
It nedeth noght to pyne yow with the 
corde 1746 

Ye shul be deed, by mighty Mars the 
rede ’ ’ 

The quene anon, for verray womman- 
hede, (890) 

Gan for to wepe, and so dido Emelye, 

And alle the ladies in the companye 1750 
Oret pitee was it, as it thoughte hem alle. 
That ever swich a chaunce sholde falle , 
For gentil men they were, of greet estat, 
And no-thing but for love was this debat , 

\ And sawe hir blody woundes wyde and 
sore , 1755 

And alle cryden, bothe lasse and more, 
‘Have merc3, lord, up-on us wommen 
alle ’ ’ 

And on hir bare knees adoun they falle. 
And wolde have kist his feet tlicr-as he 
stood, (901) 

Til at the laste aslakcd was his mood , jy6o 
For pitee renneth sone in gentil herte 
And though he first for ire quook and 
sterte, 

Ho hath considered shortly, in a clause, 
The trespas ot hem bothe, and eek the 
cause 

And al-though that his ire hir gilt 
accused, (907) 1765 

Yet in his reson ho hem bothe excused , 
As thus he thoghte wel, that every man 
Wol helpe him-self in love, if that he can, 
And eek dolivere him-self out of prisoun , 
And eek his herte had compassioun 1770 
Ot wommen, for they wepen ever m oon, 
And in his gentil herte he thoghte anoon. 


And sotte un-to himself he seyde ‘ fy 
Up-on a lord that wol have no mercy, 

But been a leoun, bothe in word and 
dede, i77«? 

To hem that been in repentaunce and 
dredo 

As wel as to a proud despitous man (919) 
That wol maynteyne that he first bigan ' 
That lord hath lit el of discrecioun. 

That in swich cas can no divisioun, 1780 
But wejeth pryde and htimblcsse after 
oon ’ 

And shortly, whan his ire is thus agoon. 
He gan to loken up with eyen lighte. 

And spak thiso same wordes al on 
higlite — 

‘ The god of love, a ’ henedicite^ 1785 

How mighty and how greet a lord is he ' 
Ayeins his might ther ga^neth none 
obstacles. 

He may be doped a god for his miracles , 
For he can maken at his owne gyse (931) 
Of eveiich herte, as that him list devyse 
Lo heer, this Arcite and this Palamoun, 
That quitly weren out of my prisoun, 1792 
And mighte han lived in Thebes royally, 
And witen I am hir mortal enemy, 

And that hir deeth lyth in my might 
also , 1795 

\nd yet hath love, maugree hir eyen two, 
Y-broght hem hider bothe for to dye ’ 
Now loketh, is nat that an heigh folye? 
Who may been a fool, but-if he love ? (941) 
Bihold, tor Goddes sake that sit above, 1800 
Se how they blcde ’ be they noght wel 
arrayed ? 

Thus hath liir lord, the god of love, 
y-paytd 

Hir wages and hir fees for liir seivyse ’ 
And yet they wenen for to been tul wyse 
That serven lo\e, for aught that may 
bifalle ’ 1805 

But this IS yet the besto game of alle. 
That she, for whom they han this jolitee, 
Can hem ther-for as muebe thank as me , 
She woot namore of al this hote fare, (951) 
By God, than woot a cokkow or an hare • 
But al mot been assayed, hoot and cold , 
A man mot been a fool, or yong or old , 

I woot it by my-self ful yore agoon 1813 
For in my tyme a servant was I oon 
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And t/herfore, sin I knowe of loves peyne, 
And woot how sore it can a man distreyne, 
As he that hath hen caught ofte in his las, 
I yow foryeve al hoolly this trespas, (960) 
Atrequesteof the queue that kneleth here, 
And eek of Emelye, my suster dore 1S20 
And ye shul liothe anon un-to me swero, 
That never-mo ye shul my contree deie, 
ISTe make worre np-on me night ne day, 
But been my freendes in al that ye may , 
I yow foryeve this trespas every del ’ 1825 
And they him swore his axing fayre and 
wel, 

Andhimofloidshipeand of mercj prcyde. 
And he hem grauntcth giace, and thus lit 
seyde (^970) 

‘ To speke of royal linage and richesse. 
Though that she were a queue or a prin- 
cesse, 1830 

Ech of yow bothe is worthy, doutelees, 

To wedden whan tyme is, but nathelees 
I speke as for my suster Emelye, 

Eor whom ye have this stiyf and jclousye, 
Ye woot your-self, she may not wedden two 
At ones, though ye fightcn ever-mo 1836 
That oon of yow, al be him looth or leef, 
He moot go pypen in an ivy-leef , (980) 

This is to seyn, she may nat now han 
bothe, 

Al be yo never so jelous, ne so wrotho 1840 
And for-thy I yow putte in this degree, 
That ech of yow shal have his destinee 
As hmi IS shape , and herknoth in what 
wyse, 

Lo, hoer your ende of that I shal devyse 
My wil IS this, for plat conclusioun, 184', 
Witli-outen any replicac loun, 

If that yow lyketli, tak it foi the boste. 
That evench of y ow shal gon wher him 
leste (990) 

Erely, witli-outen raunson or daungei , 
And this day fifty wykes, fcr no ner, i8«?o 
Evench of yow shal bringc an hundred 
knightes, 

Armed for hstes np at alle riglites, 

Al redy to darreyne hir by bataille 
And this bihote I yow, witli-outen faille, 
Up-on my troutho, and as I am a knight. 
That whether of yow bothe that hath 

(998) i 8«^6 

This IS to seyn, that whether he or thou 


May with his hundred, as I spak of now, 
Sleen Ins oontrarie, or out of listes dryve, 
Him shal I yeve Emelya to wyve, i860 
To whom that fortune yeveth so fair a 
grace 

The listes shal I maken in tins place, 

And God so wisly on my soule rewe, 

As I shal even jnge been and trewo 1864 
Ye shul non other ende with me maken. 
That oon of yow ne shal be deed or taken, 
And if yow thmketh this is wel y-sayd, 
Seyeth your avys, and holdeth yow apaj d 
This IS your ende and your conclusionn ’ 
Who loketh lightly now but Palamoun 
Whospringetli upforjoye but Arcite? 1871 
Who couthe telle, or who coutho it endyte, 
The joye that is maked in the place 
Whan Theseus hath doon so fair a grace’ 
But doun on knees wcnto e\ery maner 
wight, i87«; 

And thanked him with al her herto and 
might, 

And namely the Thebans ofte sythe 
And thus with good hope and with herte 
blytliG (1020) 

They take hir le\e, and horn- ward gonno 
they ryde 

To Thebes, with his olde wolles wydo 1880 
Explicit secunda pars 
Sequitur pars tercia 
I trowo men woldo deme it necligence, 
If I foiyete to tellon the dispenco 
Of Theseus, that goth so bisily 
To maken up the listes royally , 

That swicli a noble theatre as it was, 

I dar vel seyn that m this world thor 
lias 

The ciicuit a myle was aboute, (1029; 
Walled of stoon, and dieliod al with-oute 
Hound was the shap, in maner of comj) is, 
Ful of degrees, the heigh to of sixty pas, 1890 
That, whan a man was sot on o degree, 

He letted nat his fclawo for to see 

Est-ward thor stood a gite of marbol 
whyt, 

West ward, right swich another in the 
opposit 1894 

And shortly to concluden, swich a place 
Was noon in erthe, as in so htel spaoe , 
For m the lond ther nas no crafty man, 
That geometrie or ars-metrik can, (1040^ 
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Ne purtreyour, no ker\er of images, 

That Theseus no yaf Inm mete and wages 
The theatre for to makon and devyse 1901 
And for to doon his ryte and sacrifyse, 
He est-ward hath, uj) on the gate above, 
In worship of Venus, goddesse of love, 
Don make in auter and an oratorio , 1901? 
And west-ward, in the minde and in 
memorie 

Of Mars, ho maked hath right swich 
another. 

That costo largely of gold a f other (loiio) 
And north-ward, in a touret on the wal, 
Of alahastre whyt and ried coial 1910 
An oratorie riche for to see, 

In worship of Dyanc of chastitee, 

Hath Tlicseus don wroght in noble wyse 
But yet had do I foiToten to devyse 
The noble kerving, and the poitreiturts. 
The shap, the countcnaunce, and the 
figures, 191b 

That weren in thiso oratories three 
lirst in the temple of Venus maystow 
see (loOo) 

Wroght on the wal, ful pitous to biholde. 
The broken slopes, and the sykes colde , 
The sacred teres, and the waymenting , 
The fyry strokes of the desiiing, 1922 

That loves sei vaunts in this lyf enduren , 
The othos, that hir covenants assuren , 
Plesaunco and hope, desjr, fool-h irdi- 
nesse, 19*25 

Beautee and youthe, bauderie, nchesse, 
Charmes and foice, lesinges, flaterye, 
Dispense, bisynesso, and jelousye, (1070) 
That wered ot yelwe goldes a gerland, 
And a cokkow sitting on hir hand , 19^0 

Festes, instruments, caroles, daunces. 
Lust and array, and alle the circum- 
staunces 

Of love, whiche that I roluio and rckne 
shal. 

By oidre weren peynted on the wal, 19H 
And mo than I can make of mencioun 
For soothly, al the mount of Citheroun, 
Ther Venus hath hir principal dwelling. 
Was shewed on the wal in portreying, 
With al the gardm, and the lustinesse 
Nat was foryeten the porter Ydelnesse, 
No Narcisus the faire of yore agon, 1941 
No vet the folve of kiner Salamon 


No yet the greto strengthe of Hercules — 
Th’cnchauntemonts of Medea and Circes — ■ 
Ne of Turnus, with the hardy hers corage, 
The riche Cresus, caytif m sorvage 1946 
Thus may ye seen that wisdom ne 
nchesse, 

Beautee ne sleighto, strengthe, ne hardi- 
nesse, (1090) 

Ne may with Venus holde champartye , 
For as hir list the world than may she 
gye 1950 

Lo, alio thise folk so caught were in 
hir las. 

Til they for wo ful ofte seyde ‘ alias ’ ’ 
Suffyecth heer ensamples oon 01 two, 

And though I coiide rt kne a thousand mo 
The statue of Venus, glorious for to see, 
Was naked fleting in the large see, 19^6 
And fro the navclo doun all covered 
was 

With wawes grene, and brighte as any 
glas (iioid 

A citolo in hir right hand hadde she. 
And on hir hoed, ful semely for to see, i960 
A rose gerland, fresh and wel smcllinge , 
Above hir heed Inr dowv es flikeringe 
Biforn hir stood hir sone Cupido, 

ITp-on his shuldres winges hadde ho two , 
And blind he was, as it is ofte sene , 196^ 
A bowo he bar and arwes brighte and 
kf no 

Why sholde I noght as wel eek telle 
yow al 

The portreituro, that was up-on the wal 
With-inno the temple ot mighty Mars the 
redo'* (nil) 

Al peynted w as the w il, in Icngthe and 
brede, 1970 

Lyk to the estros of the giisly place. 

That highte the greto temple of Mars in 
Trace, 

In thilke colde frosty regioun, 

Ther-as Mars hath his severe jm mansioun 
First on the wal was peynted a foreste. 
In which ther dwelleth neither man ne 
beste, 1976 

With knotty knarry bareyn trees olde 
Of stubbes sharpo and hidous to biliolde , 
In which ther ran a rumbel and a swough, 
As though a storm sholde bresten every 
boucrh iq8o 
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And downward from an liille, tinder a 
bente, (1123) 1981 

Tlier stood the temple of Mars armi- 
potente, 

Wroght al of burned stoil, of winch 
thentree 

Was long and streit, and gastly for to sec 
And ther-out cam a rage and such a \ eso, 
That it made al the gates for to rese 1986 
The northren light in at the doies shoon, 
For window e on the wal ne was ther noon, 
Thurgh which men mighten any light 
discerne (113O 

Tlie dores were alle of adamant cterne, 
Y-clenched overthwart and endelong 1991 
With iren tough , and, for to make it 
strong. 

Every p ler, the temple to sustene. 

Was tonne greet, of iron bright and shene 
Ther saugh I first the dcrke imagining 
Of felonyo, and al the compassing , 1996 

The cruel ire, reed as any glede , (1139) 

The pykepurs, and eek the pale drede , 
The smyler with the knyf under the cloke , 
The fahepne brenning with the blake 
smoke , 2000 

Tlie treson of the mordnng in the bedde , 
The open werre, with wound es al bi- 
bledde , 

Contok, with blody knyf and sharp 
manace , 

Al ful of chirking was that sory place 
Tlie sleere of him self yet saugh I ther, 200^ 
His herte-blood hath bathed al his hcer , 
The nayl y-dnven in the shode a-night , 
The coldo deeth, with mouth gaping up- 
right (1150) 

Amiddes of the temjile sat meschaunce, 
With disponfort and sory contenaunce 
Yet saugh I woodnesse laughing in his 
rage , 201 i 

Armed compleint, out-hees, and tiers 
outrage 

The careyne in the bush, with throto 
y-corve 

A thousand sla3m, and nat of qualm 
y-storve , 2014 

The tiraunt, with the prey by force y raft, 
Thetoun destroyed, ther was no-thinglaft 
Yet saugh I brent the shippes hoppesteres, 
The hunte strangled with the wilde beres 


The sowo fretcn the child right in the 
cradel , (1161 

The cook y-scalded, for al Ins longe ladel 
Noght was foryeten by th’infortune oi 
Marto , 202] 

The carter over-riden with his carte, 
Under the wheel ful lowe he lay adoun 
Thor were also, of Martes divisioun, 

Tlie harbour, and the bocher, and the 
smith 202 1 

Tliat forgeth sharpe swerdes on Ins stith 
And al above, dcpeyiited in a tour, (1169 
Saw I conquest sittinge in greet honour. 
With the sharpe swordo o\ er his heed 
Hangiiige by a sotil twynes threed 2031 
Dcpeynted w as the slaughtre of J ulius, 
Of greto Nero, and of Antonius , 

Al bo that tliilke tyme they were unborn 
Yet was hir deeth dojieynted ther-biforn 
By manasingo of Mars, right by figure , 
So was it shewed in th it portreiture 
As isdopeyntcd in the sterres above, (1179 
Who shal be slayn or elles deed for lo\ e 
SiifFyceth oon ensamplo 111 stories olde, 

I may not rekno hem alle, thogh I wolde 
The statue of Mars up-on a carte stood 
Armed, and loked grim as he were wood 
And over his heed ther shynen two figure 
Of sterres, that been cleped in scriptures 
Tliat oon Puella, that other Rubous 2041 
This god of armes was arrayed thus — 

A wolf ther stood biforn him at his feet 
With eyen rede, and of a man he eet ,(1190 
With sotil pencel was depeynt this stone 
In redoutinge of Mars and of his glorie 
Now to the temple of Diane the chaste 
As shortly as I can I wol me haste, 205 
To telle yow al the descripcioun 
Depeynted been the walles up and doun 
Of hunting and of shamfast chastitee 203 
Ther saugh I how woful Calistopee, (1198 
Whan that Diane agreved was with here 
Was turned from a womman til a here. 
And after was she maad the lode-sterre , 
Thus was it peynt^ I can say yow n« 
ferre , 206 

Hit sone is eek a sterre, as men may see 
Ther saugh I Dane, y-turned til a tree, 

I mene nat the goddesse Diane, 

But Penneus doughter, which that hight 
Dane 206 
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Ther saugh I Attheon an hert y-maked, 
For vengeaunce that he sangh Diane al 
naked , 

I saugh how that his honndes have him 
canght, 

And froten him, for that they knewe him 
naught (1210) 

Yet peynted was a litel forther-moor, 
How Atthalante hunted the wilde boor, 
And Meleagre, and many another mo, 2071 
For which Diane wroghte him care and wo 
Ther saugh I many another wonder stone, 
The whiche me list nat drawcn to 
memorie 2074 

Tins goddesse on an hert tul hye seet. 
With smale houndes al aboute hir teet , 
And undernethe hir feet she hadde a 
mone, (1219) 

Wexing it was, and sholde wanie sone 
In gaude grone hir statue clothed was. 
With bowe in honde, and arwes m a cas 
Hir eyen caste she ful lowe adoun, 2081 
Ther Pluto hath his derke regioun 
A womman travailinge was hir bifom. 
But, for hir child so longe was unborn, 
Ful pitously Lucyna gan she calle, 2o8'5 
And seyde, ‘ help, for thou mayst best ot 
alle ’ 

Wei couth e ho pevnten lyfly that it 
wroghte, (1229) 

With many a florin he the hewes boghte 
Now been thise listes maad, and 
Theseus, 

That at his grete cost arrayed thus 2090 
The temples and the theatre every del, 
Whan it was doon, him lyked wonder 
wel 

But stinte I wol of Theseus a lyte. 

And speke of Palamon and of Arcite 
The day approcheth of hir retourmnge, 
That everich sholde an hundred knightes 
bringe, 2096 

The bataille to darreyne, as I yow toldo , 
And til Ath^nes, hir covenant for to holde. 
Hath everich of hem broght an hundred 
knightes (1241) 

Wel armed for the werre at alle rightes 
And sikerly, ther trowed many a man 2101 
That never, srthen that the world bigan. 
As for to speke of knighthod of hir hond, 
As fer as God hath maked see or lond, 


Nas, of so fewe, so noble a companye 2105 
For every wight that lovedo chivalrye. 
And volde, his thankes, han a passant 
name. 

Hath preyed that he mighte ben of that 
game, (1250) 

And wel was him, that ther to chosen was 
For if ther fillo to-morwo swicli a cas, 2110 
Ye knowen -wel, that every lusty knight. 
That loveth paramours, and hath his 
might. 

Were it in Engelond, or elles-vhere. 

They wolde, hir thankes, wilnen to be 
there 

To fighte for a ladj, hen'' cite t 2115 

It were a lusty sight© for to see 

And right so ferden they with Palamon 
With him ther wenten knightes many 
oon , (1260) 

Som wol ben armed in an habergeoun. 

In a brest-plat and in a light gipoun , 2120 
And sommo woln have a peyre plates 
large , 

And somme woln have a Pruce sheld, or a 
targe , 

Somme woln ben armed on hirleggos weel, 
And have an ax, and somme a mace of 
steel 2124 

Ther nis no newe gyse, that it nas old 
Armed were they, as I have you told, 
Everich after his opmioun 

Ther maistow seen coming with Pala- 
moun (1270) 

Ligurge him-self, the grete king of Trace , 
Blak was his herd, and manly was his 
face 

The cercles of his eyen in his heed, 2131 
They gloweden bitwixe yelow and reed 
And lyk a griffon loked he aboute. 

With kempe heies on his browes stoute , 
His limes grete, his braunes hard© and 
strongs, 2135 

His shuldres brode, his armes roundo and 
longe 

And as the gyse was in his contree, 

Ful hye up-on a char of gold stood he, 
With foure whyte boles in the trays (1281) 
In stede of cote-armure over his hamays, 
With nayles yelwe and bright© as any 
gold, 2141 

He hadde a beres skm, col-blak, for-old. 




446 


A Untgjtw ZAk. 


[t 2145-2232 


Hxs longe lieerwaskembd bilunde liis bak, 
As any ravenos fetlier it slioon foi-blak 
A wretlie of gold arm-greet, of liuge 
wigbite, 2145 

Upon his heed, set fnl of stones brighto, 
Of fyne rubies and of dyamaunts 
Aboute his char tlier wonten whyte 
alaunts, (i2Q<^>) 

Twenty and mo, as grete as any steer, 

To Iiunten at tlic Icoun or the deer, 21 ‘jo 
And folw t d him, with mosel faste 
y-bounde, 

Colers of gold, and torets fyled lounde 
An hundi ed lordcs liadde he in his route 
Aimed fill wel, with hertes steme and 
stoute 

With Arcita, in stones as men finde, 211,5 
The grete Emetreus, the king of Inde, 
Up-on a stede ba^ , tr vpped in steel. 
Covered in cloth of gold diaprod woel, ( 1 300) 
Cam rj^ding lyk the god of armes, Mars 
His cote armure was of cloth of Tars, -160 
Couched with pciles wh^te and roundo 
and grete 

His sadol was of brend gold newo 5-l)ete , 
A mantelet upon his shuldre hangingo 
liret-ful of rubies lede, is fjr sxmrklmge 
His crisiie lieer ly k ringf s was y-ronne, - 16^ 
And that was yelow, and gliteied as the 
sonne 

His nose was heigh, his eyen bright citryn, 
Hisliiipes rounde, his colour was sangwyn, 
A fewe fraknes in his f ice y-spreynd, (1311) 
Betwixen yelow and somdel blak y-meynd. 
And as a leoun ho Ins lokmg caste 2171 
Of fyve and twt nty 3 o( r Ins age I caste 
His herd was wel bigoniie for to spnnge , 
His voys was as a tiompe fhundeiinge 
Up-on his heed he weied of laurer grene 
A gerland fresh and lusty for to sene 2176 
Up-on his hand he bar, for his deduyt. 

An ogle tame, as eny lilie whyt (i 320) 
An hundred lordes haddc he with hmi 
there, 

A 1 armed, sauf hir heddes, m al hir gore, 
Eul richely in alle maner thingcs 2181 
Eor trusteth wel, that dukes, erles, kmges. 
Were gadered in tins noble companye, 
For love and for encrees of chivalrye 
Aboute this king ther ran on every part 
Fill many a tame leoun and lepart 2186 


And in this wyse thise lordes, alle and 
some, 

Ben on the Sonday to the citee come (1330) 
Aboute pryme, and in the toun alight 
This Theseus, this duk, this worthy 
knight, 2190 

Whan he had broght hem in-to his citee. 
And inned hem, eveiich in his degree. 

He festeth hem, and dooth so greet labour 
To esen hem, and doon hem al honour. 
That yet men weneth that no mannes wit 
Of noon estat ne coude amenden it 2196 
Tlie minstralcye, the service at the feste. 
The grete yiftes to the moste and leste, 
The riche arra^ of Theseus paleys, (1341) 
Ne who sat first ne last up-on the deys, 
What ladies fairest lieen or best daunsmge, 
Or which of hem can dauiicen best and 
singe, 2202 

No who most felingly speketh of love 
What haukos sittin on the peiche above, 
Wliat lioundes liggtn on the floor adoun 
Of al this make 1 now no mencioun , 2206 
But al th’eficct, that thmketh, me the 
beste , 

Now (omth the x>oynt, and herlmeth if 
jow lostc (1350) 

The Sond ly night, ei day bigan to 
springe, 

WheiiPalamon the larke horde singe, 2210 
Although it nere nat day by houres two, 
Yet song the larke, and Palamon also 
With holy liertc, and with an heigh coiage 
He roos, to wenden on his pilgrimage 
Un-to the blisful Citherea benigne, 2215 
I mene Venus, honurablo and digne 
And in hir Iiouk ho walketh forth a pas 
Un to the listcs, thcr hir temple was, (1360) 
And doun he kneleth, and with humble 
chere 2219 

And herte soor, ho seyde as ye shul here 
Faircsto of fairo, o ladv myn, Venus, 
Doughter to Jove and spouse of Vulcanus, 
Thou glader of the mount of Citheroun, 
For thilke love thou haddest to Adoun, 
Have pitee of my bittro teres smerte, 2225 
And tak myn humble preycr at thyn herte 
Allas ’ I ne ha\e no langage to telle (1369) 
Th’efifectes ne the torments of myn helle , 
Myn herte may myne harmes nat biwreye, 
I am so confus, that I can noght seye 2230 
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But mercy, lady briglit, that kno'westweel 
My thought, and seest what harmes that 
I feel, 

Considere al this, and rowe np-on my 
sore. 

As wisly as I shal for evermore, 2234 
Emforth my might, thy trewe servant be. 
And holden werre alwey with chastitee , 
That make I myn avow, so ye me helpe 
I kepe noght of armes for to yelpe, (1380) 
Ne I ne axe nat to-morwe to have victorie, 
Ne renonn in this cas, no veyne glorio 2240 
Of pris of armes blowen up and doun, 

But I wolde have fully possessionn 
Of Emolye, and dve in thy servyse , 

Find thou the maner how, and m what 
wyse 

I reoche nat, but it may bettre be, 2245 
To have victorie of hem, or they of me. 

So that 1 have my lady in myne armes 
For though so be that Mars is god of 
armes, (*39o) 

Your vortu is so greet in hevene above, 
That, if yow list, I shal wel have my love 
Thy temple wol I worshipe evermo, 2251 
And on thyn auter, wher I ryde or go, 

I wol don sacrifice, and fyres bete 
And if ye wol nat so, my lady swete, 2234 
Than preye I thee, to-morwe with a spere 
That Arcifca me thurgh the herte here 
Thanne rekke I nogiit, whan I have lost 

wiylyf, (*399) 

Though that Arcita winne hir to his wyf 
This is th’effect and ende of my preyere, 
Yif me my love, thou blisful lady dere ’ 
Whan th’orisoun was doon of Palamon, 
His sacrifice he dide, and that anon 2262 
Ful pitously, with alle circumstaunces, 

Al telle I noght as now his observaunces 
But atte laste the statue of Venus shook. 
And made a signe wher-by that he took 
That his preyere accepted was that day 
For thogh the signe shewed a delay, (1410) 
Yet wiste he wel that graunted was his 
bone , 

And With glad herte he wente him hoom 
ful sone 2270 

The thriddehoure inequal that Palamon 
Bigan to Venus temple for to goon, 

Up rooB the sonne, and up roos Emelye, 
And to the temple of Diane gan hyo 


Hir maydens, that she thider with hir 
ladde, 2275 

Fill redily with hem the fyr they hadde, 
Th’enccns, the clothes, and the remenant 
al 

That to the sacrifyce longen shal , (1420) 
The homes fulle of meth, as was the gyse , 
Ther lakked noght to doon hir saenfyse 
Smoking the temple, ful of clothes faire, 
This Emelye, with herte debonaire, 2282 
Hir body wessh with water of a welle , 
But how she dide hir ryte I dar nat telle. 
But lb be any thing in general , 2285 

And yet it were a game to heren al , 

To him that meneth wel, it were no 
cliarge 

But it is good a man hen at his large (1430) 
Hir brighte heer was kempt, nntressed al , 
A coroune of a grene ook cenal 2200 
Up-on hir heed was set ful fair and mete 
Two fyres on the auter gan she bete, 

And dide hir thinges, as men may biholde 
In Staco of Thebes, and thise bokes olde 
Whan kindled was the fyr, with pitous 
chere 2295 

Un-to Diane she spak, as ye may here 
‘ O chaste goddesso of the wodes grene, 
To whom bothe heven and erthe and see 
is sone, ( 1440) 

Quene of the regne of Pluto derk and 
lowe, 

Goddesse of maydens, that myn herte hast 
knowe 2300 

Ful many a yeer and woost what I desire, 
As keep me fro tliy vengeaunce and thyn 
ire, 

That Attlieon aboughte cruelly 
Chaste goddesse, wel wostow that I 
Desire to been a mayden al my lyf, 2305 
Ne never wol I be no love ne wyf 
I am, thou woost, yet of thy companye, 

A mayde, and love hunting and venerye, 
And for to walken m the wodes wilde. 
And noght to been a wyf, and be with 
childe (1452) 2310 

Noght wol I knowe companye of man. 
Now help me, lady, sith ye may and can, 
For tho thre formes that thou hast m thee 
And Palamon, that hath swich love to me, 
And eek Aroite, that loveth me so sore, 
This grace I preye thee with-out© More, 
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As sende love and pees bitwixe hem two , 
And 1 ro me tnme awey liir hertes so, (1460) 
That al hir hote love, and hir desyr, 

And al hir bisy torment, and hir lyr 2320 
Be queynt, or turned m another place , 
And if so be thou wolt not do me grace, 
Or if my destineo be shapen so, 

That I shal nedes have oon of hem two, 
As sende me him that most desiieth me 
Bihold, goddesse of dene chastitee, 2326 
The bittre teres that on my chekes falle 
Sm thou are mayde, and keper of us alle, 
My maydenhede thou kepe and wel 
conserve, (1471) 

And whyl I hve a mayde, I wol thee 
sen e ’ 2330 

The fyres brenne up-on the auter clere, 
Whyl Emelye was thus in hir preyere , 
But sodeinly she saugh a sighte queynte, 
Eor right anon oon of the fyres queynte, 
And quiked agayn, and after that anon 
That other fyr was queynt, and al agon , 
And as it queynte, it made a whistelmge, 
As doon thise woto brondes in hir bren- 
ninge, (1480) 

And at the brondes ende out-ran anoon 
As it were blody dropes many oon , 2340 

For which so sore agast was Emelye, 

That she was wel ny mad, and gan to crye. 
For she ne wiste what it signifyed , 

But only for the fere thus hath she cryed. 
And weep, that it was pitee for to here 
And ther-with al Diane gan appere, 2346 
With bowe in hond, right as an hunter- 
esso, 

And seyde ‘Doghter, stint thyn hevi- 
nessc (1490) 

Among the goddes hye it is affermed. 

And by eterne word write and conformed. 
Thou shalt ben wedded un-to oon of tho 
That han for thee so muchel care and wo , 
But un-to which of hem I may nat telle 
Farwol, for I ne may no longer dwelle 
The fyres which that on myn auter 
brenne 2^555 

Shul thee declaren, er that thou go henne, 
Thyn aventure of love, as in this cas ’ 

And with that word, the arwes in the cas 
Of the goddesse clateren faste and ringe, 
And forth she wente, and made a vanissh- 
infiTQ, (1502) 2360 


For which this Emelye astoned was, 

And seyde, ‘ Wliat amounts th this, alias ’ 
I putte me in thy proteccioun, 

Diane, and in thy disposicioun ’ 

And hoom she gooth anon the nexte 
weye 2365 

This IS th’effect, ther is namore to seye 
The nexte houre of Mars folwinge this, 
Arcite un-to the temple walked is (1510) 
Of fierse Mars, to doon his sacrifyse. 
With alle the rytes ot his payen w^se 2370 
With pitous herte and heigh devocioun, 
Right thus to Mars he seyde his orisoun 
‘ O stronge god, that in tho regnes colde 
Of Trace honoured art, and lord y-holde, 
And hast in every regne and every lond 
Of armes al the brydel in thyn hond, 2376 
And hem fortunest as thee list devyse, 
Accept of me my pitous sacrifyse (1520) 
If so bo that my youthe may deserve, 

And that my might be worthy for to 
serve 2380 

Thy godhede, that I may been oon of 
thyne, 

Than preye I thee to rewe up-on my pyne 
For thilke peyne, and thilke hote fyr. 

In which thou whylom brendest for desyr, 
Whan that thou usedest the grete beautee 
Of fayre yongo ficsshe Venus free, 2386 
And haddest hir m armes at thy wille, 
Al-though thee ones on a tyme misfille 
Whan Vulcanus had caught thee m his 

(1531) 

And fond thee hgging by his wyf, alias » 
For thilke sorwe that was in thyn herte, 
Have routhe as wel up-on my peynes 
smerte 239. 

I am yong and unkonning, as thou wost. 
And, as I trowe, with love offended 
most, 

That ever was any lyves creature , 2395 

For she, that dooth mo al this wo endure, 
Ne reccheth never wher I sinke or flete 
And wol I woot, er she me mercy hete, 

I moot with strengths winne hir m the 
place , (1541) 

And wel I woot, withouten help or grace 
Of thee, ne may my strengths noght 
availle 2401 

Than help mo, lord, to-morwe m mjr 
bataiUe, 
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For tliilke fyr that whylom brente thee, 
As wel as thilke fyr now brenneth me , 
And do that I to-morw e have victorie 240*; 
Myn be the travaille, and thyn be the 
glone ’ 

1 'hy soverem temple wol I most hononren 
Of any place, and alwey most labouren 
In thy plesaunce and in thy craftes 
stronge, (iSSO 

And in thy temple I wol my baner honge. 
And alle the armes of my oompanye ,2411 
And evere-mo, nn-to that day I dye, 
Eterne fyr I wol biforn thee finde 
And eek to this avow I wol me binde 
My herd, m3m. heer that hongeth long 
adoun, 2415 

That never yet ne felte offensionn 
Of rasour nor of shero, I wol thee yive. 
And been thy trewe servant whyl I live 
Now lord, have ronthe up-on my sorwes 
sore, (1561) 

Yif me f victone, I aske thee namore ’ 2420 
The preyere stinte of Arcita the stronge. 
The ringes on the temx>le-dore that honge. 
And eek the dores, clatereden ful faste, 
Of which Arcita som-what him agasto 
The fyres brende up-on the auter brighte. 
That it gan al the temple for to lighte , 
And swete smel the ground anon up-yaf, 
And Arcita anon his hand up-haf, (1570) 
And more encens in-to the fyr he caste. 
With othero lytes mo , and atte laste 2430 
The statue of Mars bigan his hauberk 
ringe 

And with that soun ho herde a munuur- 
inge 

Pul lowe and dim, that sayde thus, 
‘ Victorie ’ 

For which ho yaf to Mars honour and 
glone 

And thus with joye, and hope wel to fare, 
Arcite anon un-to his inne is fare, 2436 
As fayn as fowel is of the brighte sonne 
And right anon swich stryf ther is bi- 
gonne (1580) 

For thilke graunting, in the hevene above, 
Bitwixe Venus, the goddesse of love, 2440 
And Mars, the sterne god armipotente. 
That Jupiter was bisy it to stente , 

Til that the pole Saturnus the colde. 
That knew so manye of aventures olde, 


Fond in his olde experience an art, 2445 
That he ful sone hath plesed every part 
As sooth 18 sayd, elde hath greet avantage , 
In elde is botho wisdom and usage , (1590) 
Men may the olde at-renne, and noght 
at-iede 

Satume anon, to stinten stryf and drede, 
Al be it that it is agayn his kyiide, 2451 
Of al this stryf ho gan remedie fynde 
‘ My dere doghter Venns,’ quod Saturne, 

‘ My cours, that hath so wydo for to turne, 
Hath more power than wot any man 24153 
Myn is the drenching in the see so wan 
Myn is the prison in the derke cote , 

Myn is the strangling and hanging by the 
throte, (1600) 

The murmnre, and the cherles rebelling, 
The groyning, and the pryvee empoyson- 
ing 2460 

I do vengeance and pleyn correccioun 
Whyl I dwelle m the signe of the Leoun. 
Myn is the mine of the hye halles, 

The falling of the toures and of the walles 
Up-on the mynour or the carpenter 2465 
I slow Sampsoun in shaking the piler , 
And myne be the maladyes colde, 

The derke tresons, and the castes olde , 
My lokmg is the fader of pestilence ( i6i 1) 
Now weep namore, I shal doon diligence 
That Palamon, that is thyn owne knight, 
Shal have his lady, as thou hast him hight 
Though Mars shal helpe his knight, yet 
natholees 

Bitwixe yow thor moot be som tyme pees, 
Al be ye noght of o comploxioun, 2475 
That causoth al day swich divisioun 
I am thin ayel, redy at thy wiUe , 

Weep thou namore, I wol thy lust ful- 
fille ’ (1620) 

Now wol I stinten of the goddes above, 
Of Mars, and of Venus, goddesse of love, 
And telle yow, as ploynly as I can, 2481 
The grete effect, for Inch that I bigan 
Explicit tercia pars 
Sequitur pars quarta 
Greet was the feste in Athenes that day, 
And eek the lusty seson of that May 
Made every wight to been in swich 
plesaunce, 2483 

That al that Monday justen they and 
daunce, 
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And spenden it in Venus heigli servyse 
But by the cause that they sholde ryse 
Erly, for to seen the greto fight, (1631) 
Unto hir reste wento they at night 2490 
And on the morwe, whan that day gan 
springe, 

Of hors and barneys, noyse and clateringe 
Ther was in hostelryes al aboute , 

And to the paleys rood ther many a 
route 

Of lordes, up-on stedes and palfreys 2495 
Ther maystow seen devysing of herneys 
feo uncouth and so riche, and wroght so 
woel 

Of goldsmithrie, of biowding, and of 
steel, (*640) 

The sheeldes brighte, testers, and trap- 
I)ures , 

Gold-hewcn helmes, hauberks, cote-ar- 
mures , 2500 

Lordes in paraments on hir courseres, 
Knightes of retenue, and eek squyeres 
Nailinge the speres, and helmes bokelinge, 
Qigginge of sheeldes, with layneres la- 
cinge , 

Ther as need is, they weren no-thing ydel , 
The fomy stedes on the golden brydel 2506 
Gnawinge, and faste the armurers also 
With fyle and hamer prikinge to and 
fro , (i 05 «) 

Yemen on fote, and communes many oon 
With short e staves, thikke as they may 
goon , 2510 

Pypes, trompes, nakers, clariounes. 

That in the bataillo blowen blody sounes , 
The paleys ful of peples up and doun, 
Heer three, ther ten, holding hir ques- 
tioun, 

Bivyningo of thise Theban knightes two 
Somme seyden thus, somme seyde it shal 
be so , 2516 

Somme helden with him with the blake 
herd, 

Somme with the balled, somme with the 
thikke-herd , (1660) 

Somme sayde, he loked grim and he 
wolde fighto , 

He hath a sparth of twenty pound of 
wighte 2520 

Thus was the halle ful of divyninge, 
Longe after that the sonne gan to springe 


The greto Theseus, that of his sleep 
awaked 

With minstraicye and noyse that was 
maked. 

Held yet the chambre of his paleys riche. 
Til that the Thebane knightes, bothe v- 
liche 2^26 

Honoured, were into the paleys let 
Duk Theseus was at a window set, (1670) 
Arrayed right as he were a god in trone 
The peple preesseth thidei-ward ful sone 
Him for to seen, and doon heigh reverence. 
And eek to herkne his best and his 
sentence 

An heraud on a scaffold made an ho. 
Til al the noyse of peple was y-do , 

And whan he saugh the peple of noyse al 
stille, 2';^^ 

Tho showed he the mighty dukes wille 
‘ The lord hath of his heigh discrecioun 
Considered, that it were destruccioun (1680) 
To gentil blood, to fighten m the gyse 
Of mortal bataille now in this empryse , 
Wherfore, to shapen that they shul not 
dye, 2541 

He wol his firste purpos modifye 
No man therfor, up peyne of los of lyf. 

No maner shot, ne pollax, ne short knyf 
Into the listes sende, or thider brmge , 2545 
Ne short swerd for to stoke, with poynt 
bytinge, 

No man no drawe, ne here it by his syde 
Ne no man shal un-to his felawe ryde (1690) 
But o cours, with a sharp y-grounde spere , 
Foyne, if him hst, on fote, him-self to 
were 2550 

And he that is at meschief, shal be take. 
And noght slayn, but be broght un-to the 
stake 

That shal ben ordeyned on either syde , 
But thider he shal by force, and ther 
abyde 

And if so falle, the chieftayn be take 2555 
On either syde, or elles slee his make. 

No longer shal the turneyinge laste 
God spede yow , goth forth, and ley on 
faste (1700) 

With long swerd and with maces fight 
your fille 

Goth now your wey, this la the lordes 
wiUe,' 2560 
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The voys of peple touchede the hevene, 
So loude cryden they with mery stevene 
‘ God save swich a lord, that is so good, 
He wilneth no destruccioun of blood ’ ’ 

Up goon the trompes and the melodye 2565 
And to the listes rit the companj-e 
By ordinaunce, thnrgh-ont the citeo large. 
Hanged with cloth of gold, and nat with 
sarge (i7»«) 

Ful lyk a lord this noble duk gan ryde, 
Thise two Thebanes up-on either syde , 2 <>70 
And after rood the quene, and Emelye, 
And after that another companye 
Ot oon and other, after hir degree 
And thus they jiassen thurgh-out the 
citee, 

And to the listes come they by tyme 257'? 
It nas not of the day yet fully pryme, 
Wlian set was Theseus ful riche and hye, 
Ipolita the quene and Emelye, (1720) 
And other ladies in degrees aboute 
Un-to the sectes preesseth al the route 2580 
And west-ward, thurgh the gates under 
Marte, 

Arcite, and eek the hundred of his parte, 
With baner iced is entred right anon , 
And in that selvo moment Palamon 
Is undei Venus, est-ward in the place, 2585 
With baner whyt, and hardy chere and 
face 

In al the woild, to soken up and doun, 

So even with-outen variacioun, (1730) 
Thor neie swiche companyes tweye 
For ther nis noon so wys that coude 
seye, 2590 

Tliat any hadde of other avauntage 
Of worthmesse, ne of estaat, ne age. 

So even were they chosen, for to gesse 
And in two renges laire they hem dresse 
Whan that hir names rad were everi- 
choon, 2595 

That in hir nombre gyle were ther noon, 
Tho were the gates shet, and cryed was 
loude 

‘Do now your devoir, yonge knightes 
proude ' ’ (1740) 

The heraudes lefte hir priking up and 
doun , 3599 

Now ringen trompes loude and clarioun , 
Ther is namore to soyn, but west and est 
In goon the speres ful sadly in arest , 


In goth the sharpe spore in-to tho syde 
Ther seen men who can juste, and who 
can ryde , 

Ther shivoren shaftes up-on sheeldes 
thikke , 260^ 

He feleth thurgh the horte-spoon the 
prikke 

Up springen speres twenty loot on highte , 
Out goon the swerdes as the silver 
brighte (1750) 

The holmes they to-hewen and to-shrede , 
Out brest the blood, with steme stremes 
rede 2610 

With mighty maces the bones they to- 
breste 

He thurgh tho thikkeste of the throng 
gan thresto 

Ther stomblen stedos stronge, and doun 
goth al 

He rolleth under foot as dooth a bal 2614 
He foyneth on his feet with his tronchoun, 
And he him hurtleth with his hors adoun 
He thurgh the body is hurt, and sithen 
y-take, 

Maugree his heed, and broght un-to the 
stake, (1760) 

As forward was, right ther he moste 
abyde , 

Another lad is on that other syde 2620 
And som tyme dooth hem Theseus to reste, 
Hem to refresshe, and drinken if hem 
leste 

Ful ofte a day han thise Thebanes two 
Togidre y-met, and wroght his felawe wo , 
Unhorsed hath ech other of hem tweye 
Ther nas no tygre in the vale of Galgo- 
pheye, 2626 

Whan that hir whelp is stole, w han it 13 
lyte, 

So cruel on the hunte, as is Arcite (1770) 
For jelous herte upon this Palamoun 
Ne in Belmarye ther nis so fel leoun, 2630 
That hunted is, or for his hunger wood, 
Ne of his praye desiroth so the blood, 

As Palamon to sleen his fo Arcite 
The jelous strokes on hir helmes byte , 
Out renneth blood on both hir sydes 
rede 2635 

Som tyme an ende ther is of every dede , 
For er the sonne un-to the reste wente, 
The stronge king Emetreus gan hente 
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This Palamon, as he fanght with Arcito, 
And made his swerd depe m his flesh to 
byte , (178a) 2640 

And by the force of twenty is he take 
Unyolden, and y-drawe unto the stake 
And in the rescous of this Palamonn 
The stronge king Lignrge is born adonn , 
And king Emotrens, for al his strengthc, 
Is born out of his sadel a swerdes lengthe, 
So hitte him Pal imon er he were take , 
But al for noght, he was broght to the 
stake (1790) 

His hardy herte mighte him holpe naught , 
He moste abyde, whan that he was caught 
By force, and eek by composicioim 2651 
Who sorweth now but woful Palamoun, 
That moot namore goon agayn to fighte 
And whan that Theseus had seyn this 
sighte, 2654 

Un-to the folk that foghten thus echoon 
He cryde, ‘ Ho ’ namore, for it is doon ’ 

I wol be trewe juge, and no partye 
Arcite of Thebes shal have Emelyo, (1800) 
That by his fortune hath hir faire y- 
wonne ’ 

Anon ther is a noy&e of peplo bigonne 2660 
For joye of this, so loude and heigh with- 
alle, 

It semed that the listes sholde falle 
What can now faire Yenus doon above ? 
What seith she now? what dooth this 
quene of love ^ 

But wepeth so, for wanting of hir wille. 
Til that hir tores in the listes fille , 2666 

She seyde ‘ I am ashamed, doutelees ’ 
Satumus seyde ‘ Doghter, hold thy pees 
Mars hath his wille, his knight hath al 
his bone, (1811) 

And, by myn heed, thou shalt ben esed 
sone,' 2670 

The trompes, with the loude minstral- 
cye. 

The heraudes, that ful loude yoUe and 
crye. 

Been in hir wele for joye of daun Arcite 
But herkneth me, and stinteth now a 
lyte, 

Which a miracle ther bifel anon 2675 
This flerse Arcite hath of his helm y-don, 
And on a courser, for to shewe his face, 
He pnketh endelong the large place, (1820) 


Iioking upward up-on this Emelye , 2679 
And she agayn him caste a freendlioh y6, 
fPor wommen, as to speken in oomune, 
They f olwen al the favour of fortune) , 
And she was al liis chore, as in his herte 
Out of the ground a furie infernal sterte. 
From Pluto sent, at requeste of Saturne, 
For which his hors for fere gan to turne, 
And leep asyde, and fonndred as he leep , 
And, er that Arcite may taken keep, (18^0) 
He pighte him on the pomel of his heed, 
That in the place he lay as he were 
deed, 2690 

His brest to-brosten with his sadel-bowe 
As blak ho lay as any cole or crowe, 

So was the blood y ronncn in his face 
Anon he was y-born out of the place 
With herte soor, to Theseus paleys 2695 
Tho was he corven out of liis harneys. 
And in a bed y-bronglit ful faire and 
blyve, 

For he was yet m memoi le and alyve, (1840) 
And alway crying after Emelye 

Duk Theseus, with al liis companye, 2700 
Is comen hoom to Athenes his citoe, 

With alle blisse and greet solompnitce 
Al be it that this aventure was falle. 

He nolde noght disconforten hem alio 
Men seyde cck, that Arcite shal nat dye , 
He shal ben helod of liis maladye 2706 
And of another thing they were as fayn, 
That of hem alle was ther noon y-slayn, 
Al were they sore y hurt, and namely oon, 
That with a spere was thirled his brest- 
boon (1852) 2710 

To othere wonndes, and to broken armes, 
Some hadden salves, and some hadden 
charmos , 

Fermacies of herbes, and eek save 
They dronken, for they wolde hir limes 
have 

For which this noble duk, as he wel can, 
Conforteth and honoureth every man, 2716 
And made revel al the longe night, 

Un-to tho straunge lordes, as was right 
Ne ther was holden no disconfitinge, (1861) 
But as a justes or a tourneyinge , 2720 

For soothly ther was no disconfituro. 

For falling nis nat but an aventure , 

Ne to- be lad with fors un-to the stake 
Unyolden, and with twenty knightes take. 
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O persone allone, witli-onten mo, 2725 

And haried forth by armo, foot, and to, 
And eek his stede driven forth with staves. 
With footmen, bothe yemen and eok 

knaves, (1870) 

It nas aretted him no vileinye, 2729 

Ther may no man clepen it cowardyo 
For which anon duk Theseus leet crye. 
To stmten alle rancour and envye. 

The gree as wel of o syde as of other, 

And either syde y-lyk, as otheres brother , 
And yaf hem yiftes after hir degree, 27^5 
And fully heeld a feste dayes three , 

And conveyed the kinges worthily 
Out of his toun a journee largely (i88o) 
And hoom wente every man the righte 
way 

Ther was namore, but ‘ far wel, have good 
day ’ ’ 2740 

Of this bataille I wol namore endyte, 

But spoke of Palamon and of Aroite 
Swelleth the brest of Arcito, and the 
sore 

Encreesseth at his herte more and more 
The clothered blood, for any lechecraft, 
Corrupteth, and is in his bouk y-laft, 2746 
That neither veyne-blood, ne ventusinge, 
Ne drinke of herbes may ben his helpinge 
The vertu expulsif, or animal, (1891) 
Fro thilke vertu cleped natural 27*^ 
Ne may the venim voydon, ne expello 
The pypes of his longes gonne to swelle. 
And every lacerte in his brest adoun 
la shent with venim and corrupcioun 
Him gayneth neither, for to gete his lyf, 
Vomyt upward, ne dounward laxatif , 2756 
A 1 IS to-brosten thilke regioun, 

Nature hath now no dominacioun (1900) 
And certeinly, ther nature wol nat wire he, 
Far-wel, phisyk • go her the man to 
chirche ' 2760 

This al and som, that Arcita mot dye. 
For which he sendeth after Emelye, 

And Palamon, that was his cosm dere , 
Than seyde he thus, as ye shul after 
here 

‘ Naught may the wof ul spirit in myn 
herte 

Declare o poynt of alio my sorwes smerte 
To yow, my lady, that I love most , 

But I biquethe the service of my gost (1910) 


To yow aboven every creature, 

Sin that my lyf may no lenger dure 2770 
Allas, the wo ’ alias, the peynes stronge, 
That I for yow have suffrod, and so longe ^ 
Allas, the deeth » alias, myn Emelye ’ 
Allas, departing of our companye ’ 2774 

Allas, myn hertes quene ’ alias, my wyf ' 
Myn hertes lady, endero of my lyf » 

What is this world ? what asketh men to 
have ? 

Now with his love, now in his colde grave 
Allone, with-onten any companye (1921) 
Far-wol my swete fo ’ myn Emelye ’ 2780 
And softe tak me in your armes tweye. 
For love of God, and herkneth what I sevo. 

I have heer with my cosm Palamon 
Had stryf and rancour, many a day a gon, 
For love of yow, and for my jelousye 2785 
And Jupiter so wis my soule gye, 

To speken of a servant proprely, 

With alio circumstaunces trewelj , (1930) 
That IS to seyn, trouthe, honour, and 
knighthede. 

Wisdom, humblesse, estaat, and heigh 
kinrede, 2790 

Fredom, and al that longeth to that art, 
So Jupiter have of my soule part, 

As in this world right now ne knowe I non 
So worthy to ben loved as Palamon, 2794 
That servoth yow, and wol don al his 13d 
And if that ever ye shul been a wyf, 
Foryot nat Palamon, the gentil man ’(1939) 
And with that word his speche faille gan, 
For from his feet up to Ins brest was come 
The cold of deeth, that hadde him over- 
come 2800 

And yet more-over, in Ins armes two 
The vital strengthe is lost, and al ago 
Only the intellect, with-outen more. 

That dwelled in his herte syk and sore, 
Gan faillen, when the herte felte deeth, 
Dusked his eyen two, and failled breeth 
But on his lady yet caste he Ins y6 (1949) 
His lasto word was, ‘ mercy, Emelye ’ ’ 
His spirit chaiinged hous, and wente ther, 
As I cam never, I can nat tellen wher 2810 
Therfor I stinte, I nam no divinistre , 

Of soules finde I nat in this registre, 

Ne me ne list thilke opmiouns to telle 
Of hem, though that they wryten wher 
they dwelle 
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Arcite IS cold, ther Mars his soule gye , 
Now wol I speken forth of Emelye 2816 
Shrighte Emelye, and howleth PaJamon, 
And Theseus his suster took anon (i960) 
Swowninge, and bar hir fro the corps away 
What helpeth it to tarien forth the day, 
To tellen how she weep, bothe eve and 
morwe? 2821 

For in swioh cas woironen have swich 
sorwe, 

Whan that hir housbonds been from hem 

ago, 

That for the more part they sorwen so, 
Or elles fallen in swich maladye, 2S25 

That at the laste certeinly they dye 
Infinite been the sorwes and the teres 
Of olde folk, and folk of tendre yeres, (1970) 
In al the tonn, for deeth of this Theban , 
For him ther wepeth bothe child and 
man , 2830 

So greet a weping was ther noon, certayn, 
Whan Ector was y-broght, al fresh y-slayn, 
To Troye , alias ’ the pitee that was ther, 
Cracching of chekes, rending eek of heer 

* Why woldestow be deed,’ thise wommen 

crye, 283 s 

* And haddest gold y-nough, and Emelye? ’ 
No man mighte gladen Theseus, 

Savings his olde fader Egeus, (1980) 

That knew this worldes transmutacioun, 
As he had seyn it chaungen up and doun, 
Joye after wo, and wo after gladnesse 
And shewed hem ensamples and lyknesse 

‘ Eight as ther deyed never man,’ quod 
he, 2843 

* That he ne hvede in erthe in som degree. 
Eight so ther livede never man,’ he seyde, 

* In al this woild, that som tyme he ne 

doyde (i9^^8) 2846 

This world ms but a thurghfare ful of wo. 
And we ben pilgrimes, passings to and fro , 
Deeth is an ende of every worldly sore ’ 
And over al this yet seyde he muchel more 
To this effect, ful wysly to enhorte 2851 
The peple, that they sholde hem reconforte 
Duk Theseus, with al his bisy cure, 
Caste now whor that the sepulture 
Of good Arcite may best y-maked be, 28 55 
And eek most honurable in his degree 
And at the laste he took conclusioun, ( 1999) 
That ther as first Arcite and Palamoun 


Hadden for love the bataillo hem bitwene, 
That in that selve grove, swote and grene, 
Ther ashe hadd e his amorous desires, 2861 
His compleynt, and for love his hote fires, 
He wolde make a fyr, in which th ’office 
Funeral he mighte al accomplice , 

And lect comaun de anon to hakke and 
hewe (2007) 2865 

The okes olde, and leye hem on a rewo 
In colpons wel arrayed for to brenne , 

His officers with swifte feet they renne 
And lyde anon at his comaundement 
And after this, Tlieseus hath y-scnt 2870 
After a here, and it al ovcr-spradde 
With cloth of gold, the richest that he 
liadde 

And of the same suyte ho cladde Arcite , 
Upon his hondes hadde he gloves whyte , 
Eek on his heed a cionne of lanrer 
grene, 287^ 

And in his hond a swerd ful bright and 
kene (2018) 

He leyde him bare tbe visage on the here, 
Therwith he weep that pitee was to here 
And for the peple sholde seen him alle, 
Whan it was day, he broghte him to the 
halle, 2880 

That roreth of the crying and the Bonn 
Tho cam this woful Theban Palamoun, 
With flotery herd, and ruggy asshy heres. 
In clothes blake, y-dropped al with teres , 
And, passing othere of weping, Emelye, 
The rewfulleste of al the companye 2886 
In as muche as the service sholde be 
The more noble and riche in his degree, 
Duk Theseus leet forth three stedes bringe. 
That trapped were in steel al gliteringe, 
And covered with the armes of daun 
Arcite (2033) 2891 

Up-on tliise stedes, that weren grete and 
whyte, 

Ther seten folk, of which oon bar his sheeld, 
Another his spere up m his hondes heeld , 
Tho thridde bar with him his bowe Tur- 
keys, 2895 

Of brend gold was the cas, and eek the 
barneys , (2038) 

And nden forth a pas with sorweful chore 
Toward the grove, as yo shul after here 
The nobleste of the Grekes that ther were 
Upon hir shuldres carieden the here, 2900 
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With slakke pas, and eyen redo and wete, 
Thnrgh-out the citee, by the maister-strete, 
That sprad was al with blak, and wonder 
bye 

Right of the same is al the strete y-wrye 
U p-on the right hond wente old Egeus, 3905 
And on that other syde duk Theseus, 
With vessels in hir hand of gold ful fyn, 
Al ful of hony, milk, and blood, and wyn , 
Eek Palamon, with ful greet companye , 
And after that cam woful Emelye, 3910 
With fyr in honde, as was that tjune the 
gyse, (2o«^3) 

To do th office of funeral servyse 

Heigh labour, and ful greet apparaiUmge 
Was at the service and the fjnr-makinge, 
That with his grene top the heven raughte. 
And twenty fadme of brede the armes 
straughte , 2916 

This IS to se’vn, the bowes wore so brode 
Of stree first ther was leyd ful many a 
lode (2060) 

But how the fyr was malted up on highte. 
And eek the names how the tre^s highte. 
As ook, firre, birch, asp, alder, holm, 
popler, 2921 

Wilow, elm, plane, ash, box, chasteyn, 
Imd, laurer, 

Mapul, thorn, beech, hasel, ew, whippel- 
tree, 

How they weren fold, shal nat be told for 
mo , 

Ne how the goddes ronnen up and doun. 
Disherited of hir habitacioun, 2926 

In which they woneden in reste and pees, 
Nymphes, Faunes, and Amadndes , (2070) 
Ne how the bestes and the bnddes alle 
Fleddon for fere, whan the wode was falle , 
Ne how the ground agast was of the light. 
That was nat wont to seen the sonnebright , 
Ne how the fyr was couched first with stree, 
And than with drye stokkes cloven a three. 
And than with grene wode and spyceryo. 
And than with cloth of gold and with 
perrye, 2936 

And gerlandes hanging with ful many 
a flour. 

The mirre, th’oncens, with al so greet 
odour , 

Ne how Arcite lay among al this, (ao8i'» 
Ne what richesse aboute his body is , 2940 


Ne how that Emelye, as was the gyse, 
Putte in the fyr of funeral servyse , 

Ne how she swowned whan men made the 

fyr, 

Ne what she spak, ne what was hir desyr , 
Ne what jeweles men in the fyr tho caste. 
Whan that tho fyr was greet and brente 
faste , 2046 

No how som caste hir shecld, and som hir 
spere. 

And of hir vestiments, whicho that they 
were, (2090) 

And cnppes ful of wyn, and milk, and 
blood. 

Into the fyr, that brente as it were wood , 
Ne how tho Grekes with an huge route 
Thrj ts riden al the fyr aboute 291^2 

Up-on theleft hand, with a loud shoutmge. 
And thryfes with hir speres clateringe , 
And thry^s how the ladies gonne cryo , 29^;^ 
Ne how that lad was hom-ward Emelye , 
Ne how Arcite is brent to asshen colde , 
Ne how that licho- wake was y-holde (2100) 
Al thilke night, ne how the Grekes pleye 
Tho wake pi eyes, ne kope I nat to seye , 2960 
Wlio wrastloth best naked, with oiUe 
enoynt, 

Ne who that bar Inm best, in no disjoynt 
I wol nat tellen eek how that they goon 
Hoorn til Athenes, whan the pley is doon , 
But shortly to the poynt than wol I wonde. 
And maken of my longe tale an ende 2966 
By processe and by lengthe of certeyn 
yeres 

Al stinted is the moorning and the teres 
Of Grekes, by oon general assent, (2111) 
Than semed me ther was a parlement 2970 
At Athenes, up-on certeyn poynts and cas. 
Among the whiche poynts y-spoken was 
To have with certeyn contrees oUiaunce, 
And have fully of Thebans obeisaunce 
For which this noble Theseus anon sqyi; 
Leet senden after gentil Palamon, 

Unwist of him what was the cause and 
why , 

But in his blake clothes sorwefully (2120) 
He cam at his comaundemente in hye 
Tho sente Theseus for Emelye 2980 

■\Vhan they wore set, and hust was al the 
place, 

And Theseus abiden hadde a space 
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Er any word cam from liis wyse brest, 

His eyen sette he ther as was his lest, 
And with a sad visage he syked stille, 2985 
And after that right thus he sey de his wille 
‘ The firste moevere of tlie cause above, 
Whan he first made the faire cheyne of 
love, (2130) 

Greet was th effect, and heigh was his 
entente , 

Wei wiste he why, and what ther-of he 
mente , 2990 

For with that faire cheyne of love he bond 
The fyr, the eyr, the water, and the 
lond 

In certeyn boundes, that they may nat flee , 
That same prince and that moevere,’ quod 
he, 

‘ Hath stablissed, in this wrecchod world 
adoun, 2995 

Certeyne dayes and duracioun 
To al that is engendred in this place, (2139) 
Over the whiche day they may nat pace, 
Al mowe they yet tho dayes wel abregge , 
Ther needeth non auctoritee allegge, 3000 
For it is proved by experience. 

But that me list declaren my sentence 
Than may men by this ordro wel disc erne, 
That thilke moevere stable is and eterne 
Wel may men knowe, but it bo a fool, 3005 
That every part deryveth fiom his hooL 
For nature hath nat take his beginning 
Of no party ne cantel of a thing, (2150) 
But of a thing that parfit is and stable. 
Descending so, til it be corrumpable 3010 
And therfoie, of his wyse purveyaunce. 
He hath so wel biset his ordinaunce. 

That speces of thmges and progressiouns 
ShuUen enduren by successiouns. 

And nat eteme be, with-oute ly6 3015 
This maistow understonde and seen at y6 
‘ Lo the 00k, that hath so long a noris- 
shinge 

From tyme that it first biginneth springe. 
And hath so long a lyf, as we may see, (2161) 
Yet at the laste wasted is the tree 3020 
‘ Considereth eek, how that the harde 
stoon 

Under our feet, on which we trede and 
goon, 

Yit wasteth it, as it lyth by the weye 
The brode river somtyme wexeth dreye 


The grete tounes see we wane and wende. 
Than may ye see tnat al this thing hath 
ende 3026 

‘ Of man and womman seen we wel also, 
That nedeth, in oon of thise termes two. 
This is to seyn, in youthe or elles age, (2171) 
He moot ben deed, the king as shal a 
page , 30 ?o 

Som in his bed, som in the depe see, 

Som in the large feeld, as men may se , 
Ther helpeth noght, al goth that like weye 
Thanne may I seyn that al this thing moot 
deye 3034 

What maketh this but Jupiter the king? 
The which is prince and cause of alle thing, 
Converting al un-to his propre welle. 
From which it is deryved, sooth to telle 
And here-agayns no creature on lyve (2181) 
Of no degree availleth for to stryve 3040 
‘ Thanne is it wisdom, as it thinkcth mo. 
To maken vertu of necessitee. 

And take it wel, that we may nat eschue, 
And namely that to us alle is due 
And who-so gruccheth ought, he dooth 
folye, 3045 

And rebel is to him that al may gye 
And certemly a man hath most honour 
To dyen in his excellence and flour, (2190) 
Whan he is siker of his godo name , 

Than hath ho doon his fieend, ne him, no 
shame 3030 

And gladdei oghte his freend ben of his 
deeth. 

Whan with honour up-yolden is his breeth, 
Than whan his name apalled is for age , 
For al forgeten is his vasselage 
Than is it liest, as for a worthy fame, 3055 
To dyen whan that he is best of name 
The contrarie of al this is wilfulnesse 
Why grucchen we? why have we hevi- 
nesse, (2200) 

That good Arcite, of chivalrye flour 
Departed is, with duetee and honour, 3060 
Out of this foule prison of this lyf? 

Why grucchen heer his cosin and his wyf 
Of his wel-fare that loved hem so weel ’ 
Can he hem thank ’ nay, God wot, never 
a deel. 

That bothe his soule and eek hem-self 
offende, 3065 

And yet they mowe hir lustes nat amende 
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* What may I conclude oftluslonge sene, 
But, after wo, I rode us to be merie, (2210) 
And thanken J upiter of al his grace ? 
And, er that we departen from this 
place, 3070 

I rede that we make, of sorwes two, 

O parfyt joye, lasting ever-mo , 

And loketh now, wher most sorwe is her- 
inne, 

Ther wol we first amend en and biginne 
‘Suster, quodhe, ‘thisismyfulleassent, 
With alth’avysheerof myparlement, 3076 
That gentil Palamon, your owne knight. 
That serveth yow with wille, herte, and 
might, (2220) 

And ever hath doon, sin that ye first him 
knewe, 3079 

That ye shul, of your grace, up-on him re we. 
And taken him for housbonde and for 
lord 

Leen me your hond, for this is our acord 
lAt see now ot your wommanly pitee 
He is a kinges brother sone, pardoe , 

And, though he were a povre bachelor, 3085 
Sin he hath served yow so many a yeer. 


And had for yow so greet adversitee, 

It moste been considered, levethme, (2230) 
For gentil mercy oghte to passen right * 
Than seyde he thus to Palamon ful right , 
k ‘ I trowo ther nedeth litel sermoning 3091 
To make yow assente to this thing 
''Com neer, and tak your lady by the hond.* 
Bitwixen hem was maad anon the bond, 
That highte matrimoine or manage, 3095 
By al the counseil and the baronage 
And thus with alle blisse and melodye 
Hath Palamon y-wedded Emelye (2240) 
And God, that al this wyde world hath 

WTOght, 

Sendo him his love, that hath it dere 
a-boght 3100 

For now is Palamon in alle wele. 

Living in blisse, in richesse, and in hele , *• 
And Emelye him loveth so tendrely, 

And he hir serveth al-so gentiUy, 

That never was ther no word hem bitwene 
Ot jelousye, or any other tene 3106 

Thus endeth Palamon and Emelye , 

And God save al this faire companye * — 
Amen (2250) 


Here is ended the Knightes Tale 


THE MILLER’S PROLOGUE. 

Here folwen the wordes bitwene the Host and the Millere 


Whan that the Knight had thus his tale 
V told. 

In al the route nas ther yong ne old 3110 
That he ne seyde it was a noble stone. 
And worthy tor to drawen to memorie , 
And namely the gentils everichoon 
Our Hoste lough and swoor, ‘ so moot I goon. 
This gooth aright , unbokelodisthemale , 
Lat see now who shal telle another tale 
For trewely, the game is welbigonne 3117 
Now telleth ye, sir Monk, if that ye conne. 


Sumwhat, to quyte with the Kmghtes 
tale* (ii) 

The Miller, that for-dronken was al 
pale, 3120 

So that unnethe up-on his hors he sat, 

He nolde avalen neither hood ne hat, 

Ne abyde no man for his curteisye. 

But in Pilates vois he gan to crye. 

And swoor by armes and by blood and 
bones, 31 23 

‘ I can a noble tale for the nones. 
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With which I wol now qnyte the Knightes 
tale ’ 

Our Hoste sangh that he was dronke of 
ale, (20) 

And sey de ‘ aby d , Robin , my le ve brother, 
Som bettre man shal telle ns first another 
Abyd, and lat ns werken thriftily ’ 3131 

* By goddes soul,’ quod he, ‘that wol 
nat I , 

For I wol speke, or elles go my wey ’ 

Our Hoste answerde ‘ tel on, a devel 
wey ' 

Thou art a fool, thy wit is overcome ’3135 

‘ Now herkneth,’ qnod the Miller, ‘ alle 
and some * 

But first I make a protestacioun 
That I am dronke, I knowe it by my 
sonn , (30) 

And therfore, if that I misspeke or seye, 
Wyte it the ale of Sonthwerk, I yow 
preye, 3140 

For I wol telle a legendo and a lyf 
Bothe of a Carpenter, and of his wyf, 

How that a clerk hath set the wrightos 
cappe ’ 

The Eeve answerde and seyde, ‘ stmt thy 
clappe, 

Lat be thy lewed dronken harlotrye 3145 
It is a sinne and eek a greet folye 
To apeuen any man, or him diffame. 

And eek to bringen wyves in swich 
fame (40) 

Thon mayst y-nogh of othere thmges 
seyn ’ 

This dronken Miller spak ful sone ageyn. 
And seyde, ‘ leve brother Osewold, 3151 
Who hath no wyf, he is no cokewold 
But I sey nat therfore that thou art oon , 
Ther been ful gode wyves many oon. 


f And ever a thousand gode ayeyns oon 
badde, 3^55 

fThat knowestow wel thy-self, bnt-if thou 
madde 

Why artow angry with my tale now ? 

I have a wyf, pardee, as well as thon, (50) 
Yet nolde I, for the oxen in my plogh. 
Taken np-on me more than y-nogh, 3160 
As demen of my-self that I were oon , 

I wol beleve wel that I am noon 
An honsbond shal nat been mqnisitif 
Of goddes |)rivetee, nor of his wyf 
So he may finde goddes foyson there, 3165 
Of the remenant nedeth nat enqnere ’ 
What sholde I more seyn, but this 
Millere 

He nolde his wordes for no man forbere, (60) 
But tolde his cherles tale in his manere , 
Me thmketh that I shal reherce it here 3 1 70 
And ther-foro every gentil wight I 
preye. 

For goddes love, demeth nat that I seye 
Of evel entente, but that I moot reherce 
Hir tales alle, be they bettre or werse. 

Or elles falsen som of my matere 3175 

And therfore, who-so list it nat y-here, 
Tume over the leef, and chese another 
tale , (69) 

For he shal finde y-nowe, grete and smale. 
Of stonal thing that toucheth gentillesse. 
And eek moralitee and holinesse , 3180 

Blameth nat me if that ye chese anus 
The Miller is a cherl, ye knowe wel 
this , 

So was the Reve, and othere many mo. 
And harlotrye they tolden bothe two 
Avyseth yow and putte me out of blame , 
And eek men shal nat make emest of 
game (78) 3186 


Here endeth the prologe. 
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THE MILLERES TALE. 

Here biginneth the Millere his tale 

Whilom tlier was dwellinge at Oxenford I For slie was wilde and vong, and he was 


A riche gnof, that gestes heeld to bord, 
And of his craft he was a Carpenter 
With him ther was dwellinge a povre 
scoler, 3190 

Had lemed art, but al his fantasye 
Was turned for to leme astrologye, 

And coudo a certeyn of conclusiouns 
To demen by interrogaciouns, 

It that men axed him in certein houres, 319*) 
Whan that men sholde have droghte or 
ellts shoures, (10) 

Or if men axed him what sholde bifalle 
Of every thing, I may nat rekene hem alle 
This clerk was cleped hende Nicholas , 
Of demo love he coude and of solas , 3200 
And ther-to he was sleigh and ful privee, 
And lyk a mayden meko for to see 
A chambre hadde ho in that hostolrye 
Allone, with-outen any companye, 
Fulfetisly y-diglit with herbes swote , 3205 
And he him-self as swete as is the rote (20) 
Of licorys, or any cctewale 
His Almageste and bokes grete and smale, 
His astrelabie, longinge for his art, 

His augrim-stones layen faire a-part 3210 
On shelves couched at his beddes heed 
His presse y-covered with a falding reed. 
And al above ther lay a gay sautrye, 

On which he made a nightes melody© 

So swetely, that al the chambre rong , 3215 
And Angelm ad vtrgtnem he song , (30) 

And after that he song the kinges note , 
Ful often blessed was his mery throte 
And thus this swete clerk his tym© spent© 
After his freendes finding and his rente 
This Carpenter had wedded new© a wvf 
Which that he loved© more than his lyf , 
Of eightetene yeer she was of age 
J alous he was, and heeld hir narwe in cage, 

O 


(39) ^225 

And domed him-self ben lyk a cokewold. 
He knew nat Catoun, for his wit was rude, 
That bad man sholde weddo his similitude 
Men sholde wedden affcei hir estaat, 

For youthe and elde is often at debaat 3230 
But sith that he was fallen in the snare, 
He moste endure, as other folk, his care 
Fair was this yonge wyf, and ther-with-al 
As any wesele hir body gent and smal 
A ceynt she werede barred al of silk, 3235 
A barmclooth eek as whyi; as mome milk 
Up-on hir lendes, ful of many a gore (51) 
Whyt was hir smok and broudedalbifor© 
And eek bihinde, on hir coler aboute, 

Of col-blak silk, with-inne and eek with- 
out© 3240 

The tapes of hir whyt© voluper 
Were of the same suyt© of hir coler , 

Hir filet brood of silk, and set ful hye 
And sikerly she hadde a likerous y 6 3244 
Ful smale y-puUed were hir browes two, 
And tho were bent, and blake as any 
sloo (60) 

She was ful more blisful on to see 
Than is the new© pere-jonette tree , 3248 
And softer than the woll© is of a wether 
And by hir girdel heeng a purs of lether 
Tasseld with silk, and perled with latoun 
In al this world, to seken up and doun. 
There ms no man so wys, that coud© 
thench© 

So gay a popelote, or swich a wench© 3254 
Ful brighter was the shynmg of hir hew© 
Than in the tour the noble y-forged new©. 
But of hir song, it was as loud© and yem© 
As any swalw© sitting© on a borne (72) 
Ther-to she coude skippe and make game, 
Asanykideorcalffolwmgehisdame 3260 
(5 
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Hit mouth was swete as bragot or the 
meeth, 

Or hord of apples leyd in hey or heeth 
Wmsinge she was, as is a joly colt, 

Long as a mast, and upright as a bolt 
A brooch she baar up-on hir lowe coler, 3265 
As brood as is the bos of a bocler (80) 
Hir shoes were laced on hir legges hye , 
She was a prymerole, a pigges-nye 
For any lord to leggen in his bedde, 

Or yet for any good yeman to wedde 3270 
Now sire, and eft sire, so bifel the cas. 
That on a day this hende Nicholas 
Fil with this yonge wyf to rage and pleye, 
Whyl that hir housbond was at Oseneye, 
As clerkes ben ful subtile and ful queynte , 
Andpnvely he caughte hir by the queynte, 
And seyde, ‘y-wis, but if ich have my 
wille, (91) 3277 

For derne love of thee, lemman, I spille ’ 
And heeld hir harde by the haunche-bones, 
And seyde, ‘ lemman, love me al at-ones. 
Or I wol dyen, also god me save ’ ’ 3281 

And she sprong as a colt doth in the trave. 
And with hir heed she wryed faste awey. 
And seyde, ‘ I wol nat kisse thee, by my fey, 
Why, lat be,’ quod she, ‘ lat be, Nicholas, 
Or I wol crye out “harrow” and “alias ” 
Do wey your handes lor your curteisye ’ ’ 
This Nicholas gan mercy for to crye. 
And spak so laire, and profred hir so faste. 
That she hir love Inm graunted atte 
last©, (104) 3290 

And swoor lur 00th, by seint Thomas of 
Kent, 

That she wol been at his comandement. 
Whan that she may hir leyser wel espye 
‘ Myn housbond is so ful of jalousye. 

That but ye wayte wel and been privee, 3295 
I woot right wel I nam but deed,’ quod she 
‘ Ye moste been ful deme, as in this cas ’ 
‘ Nay ther-of care the© noght,’ quod 
Nicholas, (112) 

‘ A clerk had htherly biset hiS whyle, 
But-if he coude a carpenter bigyle ’ 3300 
And thus they been acorded and y-swom 
To wayte a t3me, as I have told bifom 
Whan Nicholas had doon thus everydeel, 
And thakked hir about© the lendes weel, 
He kist hir swete, and taketh his sautrye, 
And pleyeth faste, and maketh melody©. 


Than fil it thus, that to the parish- 
chirche, (121) 

Cristes owne werkes for to wirche. 

This god© wyf wente on an hahday , 

Hir forheedshoon as bright as any day, 33 10 
So was it wasshen whan she leet hir werk 
Now was ther of that chirche a parish- 
clerk, 

The which that was y-cleped Absolon 
Crul was his heer, and as the gold it shoon. 
And strouted as a fanne large and brode , 
Ful streight and even lay his joly shod© 
His rode was reed, his eyen greye as goos , 
With Powles window corven on hia shoos, 
In hoses rede he wente fetisly (133) 

Y-clad he was ful smal and proprely, 3320 
Al in a kirtel of a light wachet , 

Ful faire and thikke been the poyntes set 
And ther-up-on he hadde a gay surplys 
As whyt as is the blosme up-on the rys 
A mery child he was, so god me save, 3325 
Wel coude he laten blood and clippe and 
shave, (140) 

And make a chartre of lend or acquit aunce 
In twenty manere coude he trippo and 
daunce 

After the scole of Oxenforde tho. 

And with his legges casten to and fro, 3330 
And pleyen songes on a small rubible , 
Ther-to he song som-tyme a loud qumible , 
And as wel coude he pleye on his giterne 
In al tho toun nas brewhous ne taveme 
That he ne visited with his solas, 3333 
Ther any gaylard tappestere was (150) 
But sooth to seyn,he was somdel squaymous 
Of farting, and of spoche daungerous 
This Absolon, that jolif was and gay, 
Gooth with a sencer on the haliday, 3340 
Sensinge tho wyves of tho parish faste , 
And many a lovely look on hem he caste. 
And namely on this carpenteres wyf 
To loke on hir him thought© a mery lyf, 
She was so propre and swete and likerous 
I dar wel seyn, if she had beenamous, (160) 
And he a cat, he wolde hir hento anon 
This parish-clerk, this joly Absolon, 
Hath in his herte swich a love-longmge. 
That of no wyf ne took he noon offringe , 
For curteisye, he seyde, he wolde noon 
The mono, whan it was night, ful bright© 
shoon, 3352 
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And Absolon his giteme hath y-take, 

For paramours, he thoghte for to wake 
And forth he gooth,jolit and amorous, <^355 
Til he cam to the carpenteres hous (170) 
A litel alter cokkes hadde y-crowe , 

And dressed him up by a shot*windowe 
That was up-on the carpenteres wal 
He singeth in his vois gentil and smal, 

‘ Now, dere lady, if thy wille be, 3361 
I i)reye yow that ye wed rewe on me,’ 

Ful wel acordaunt to his giterninge 
This carpenter awook, and herde him 
singe, 

And spak un to his wyf, and seyde 
anon, 33^5 

‘ What ’ Alison ' herestow nat Absolon 
Tiiat chaunteth thus under our boures 
wal?’ (i8i) 

And she answerde hir housbond ther- 
with-al, 

‘ Yis, god wot, John, I here it every-dtl ’ 
This passeth forth , what wol ye bet 
than wel? 3370 

Fro day to day tins joly Absolon 
So woweth hir, that him is wo bigon 
He wakoth al the night and al the day , 
He kempte hise lokkes brode, and made 
him gay , 3374 

He woweth hir by menes and brocage, 
And swoor he wolde been hir owne 
page , {190) 

He singeth, hrokkmge as a nightingale , 
He sente hii piment, meeth, and spyced 
ale, 

And wafres, pypmg hote out of the glede , 
And for she was of tonne, he profred 
mede 3380 

For som folk wol hen wonnen for nchesse. 
And som for strokes, and som for gentil- 
lesse 

Somtyme, to she we Ins lightnesse and 
maistrye, 

He pleyeth Herodes on a scaffold hye 
But what availleth him as in this cas? 3383 
She loveth so this hendo Nicholas, (200) 
That Absolon may blowe the biikkes horn , 
He ne hadde for his labour but a scorn 4 
And thus she maketh Absolon hir ape. 
And al his emest tumeth til a jape 3390 
Ful sooth is this proverbe, it is no lye, 
Men seyn right thus, ‘ alwey the nye slye 


Maketh the ferre leve to be looth ’ 

For though that Absolon be wood or 
wrooth, 3394 

By-cause that he fer was from hir sighte. 
This nye Nicholas stood in his hghte (210) 
Now here thee wel, thou hende Nicho- 
las^ 

For Absolon may waille and singe ‘ alias ’ 
And so bifel it on a Saterday, 

This carpenter was goon til Osenay , 3400 
And hende Nicholas and Ahsoun 
Acorded been to this conclusionn. 

That Nicholas shal shapen him a wyle 
This sely jalons housbond to bigyle , 

And if so be the game wente aright, 3405 
She shokle slepen in his arm al night, 

For this was his desyr and hir aiso (221) 
And right anon, with-outen wordes mo, 
This Nicholas no lenger wolde tarie, 

But doth ful softe un-to his chambre 
dane 34ii> 

Bothe mete and drinke for » day or 
twey«, 

And to hir housbonde bad hir for to «eye, 
If that he axed after Nicholas, 

She sholde seye she niste where he wae, 
Of al that day she saughhim nat with yS , 
She trowed that he was in maladye, (ajo) 
For, for no cry, hir mayde oonde hmi 
calle , 3417 

He nolde answers, for no-thmg that 
mighte falle 

This passeth forth al thilke Saterday, 
That Nicholas stiUe m his chambre lay, 
And eet and sleep, or dide what him. 

leste, 34*1 

Til Sonday, that the sonne gooth to reste 
This sely carpenter hath greet merveyie 
Of Nicholas, or what thing mighte him 
eyle, 3424 

And seyde, ‘ I am adrad, by semt lliomas, 
It stondeth nat aright with Nicholas (240) 
Ood shilde that he deyde sodeynly ’ 

This world is now ful tikel, sikwly , 

I saugh to-day a cors y-bom to chirche 
That now, on Monday last, I saugh him 
wirche 3430 

Oo up,’ quod he un-to his knave anoon, 
Clepe at his dore, or knokke with a stoon, 
Loke how it is, and tel me boldely * 

This knave gooth him up ful sturdily, 
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And at the chambre-dore, whyl that he 
stood, 3435 

He Clyde and knokked as that he were 
wood — (250) 

‘What’ how! what do ye, maister 
Nicholay ? 

How may ye slepen al the longe day? * 
But al for noght, he herde nat a word , 
An hole he fond, ful lowe up-on a bord, 
Ther as the cat was wont in for to 
crepe, 3441 

And at that hole he looked in ful depe, 
And at the laste he hadde of him a sighte 
This Nicholas sat gaping ever up-nghte, 
As he had kyked on the newe mone 3445 
Adoun he gooth, and tolde his maister 
Bone (260) 

In what array he saugh this like man 
This carpenter to blessen him bigan, 
And seyde, ‘ help us, seinte Frideswyde ’ 
A man woot litel what him shal bityde 
This man is falle, with his astromye, 3451 
In som woodnesse or in som agonye , 

I thoghte ay wel how that it sholde be ’ 
Men sholde nat knowe of goddes privetee 
Ye, blessed be alwey a lewed man, 34155 
That noght but only his bileve can ' (270) 
So ferde another clerk with astromye , 

He walked in the feeldes for to prye 
Up-on the sterres, what ther sholde bifalle. 
Til he was in a marle-pit y-falle , 3460 

He saugh nat that But yet, by seint 
Thomas, 

Me reweth sore of hende Nicholas 
He shal be rated of his studying, 

If that I may, by J esus, hevene king ’ 

Get me a staf, that I may underspore, 
Whyl that thou, Rohm, hevest up the 
dore. (280) 3466 

He shal out of his studying, as I gesse ’ — 
And to the chambre-dore he gan him 
dresse 

His knave was a strong carl for the nones. 
And by the haspe he haf it up atones , 
In-to the floor the dore fil anon 3471 
This Nicholas sat ay as stille as stoon, 
And ever gaped upward in-to the eir 
This carpenter wende he were in despeir. 
And hente him by the sholdres mightily. 
And shook him harde, and cryde spit- 
ously, (290) 3476 


‘ What ’ Nicholay ’ what, how ’ what ! 

I loke adoun ’ 

Awake, and thenk on Cristes passioun , 

I crouche thee from elves and fi o wightes ’ ’ 
Ther- with the night-spel seyde he anon- 
rightes 3480 

On foure halves of the hous aboute. 

And on the threshfold of the dore with- 
oute — 

‘ Jesu Crist, and sPynt Benedight, 
Blesse this hous from every wikked 
wight, 

For nightes verye, the white pater- 
noster f — 3485 

"Where wentestow, seynt Petres soster?* 
And atte laste this hende Nicholas (301) 
Gan for to syke sore, and seyde, ‘ alias ’ 
Shal al the world be lost eftsones now 
This carpenter answerde, ‘what 
seystow ? 3490 

"What ’ thenk on god, as we don, men 
that swinke ’ 

This Nicholas answerde, ‘ fecche me 
drmke , 

And after wol I speke in privetee 
Of certeyn thmg that toucheth me and 
thee , 3494 

I wol telle it non other man, certeyn ’ 
This carpenter goth doun, and comth 
ftgeyii, (310) 

And broghte of mighty ale a large quart , 
And whan that ech of hem had dronke 
his part. 

This Nicholas his dore faste shette, 3499 
And doun the carpenter by him he sette 
He seyde, ‘John, myn hoste lief and 
dere. 

Thou shalt up-on thy trouthe swere me 
here. 

That to no wight thou shalt this conseil 
wreye , 

For it IS Cnstes conseil that I seye, 3504 
And if thou telle it man, thou are forlore , 
For this vengaunce thou shalt han ther- 
fore, (320) 

That if thou wreye me, thou shalt be 
wood ’ ’ 

‘ Nay, Crist forbede it, for his holy blood 
Quod tho this sely man, ‘ I nam no labbe, 
Ne, though I seye, I nam nat hef to 
gabbe 3510 
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Sey what thou wolt, I shal it never telle 
To child ne wyf, by him that harwed 
helle ” 

‘ Now John,’ quod Nicholas, ‘ I wol nat 

lyo, 

I have y-founde in myn astrologve, 

As I have loked in the mone bright, 3515 
That now, a Monday next, at quarter- 
night, (^30) 

Shal falle a reyn and that so wilde and 
wood, 

That half so greet was never No6s flood 
This world,’ he seyde, ‘in lasse than in 
an hour 

Shal al be dreynt, so hidous is the shour, 
Thus shal mankynde drenche and lese 
hirlyf’ 3521 

This carpenter answerde, ‘ alias, my wyf’ 
And shal she drenche ? alias ’ myn Ali- 
soun ’ ’ 

For sorwe of this he fll almost adoun. 
And seyde, ‘is ther no remedie in this 
cas?’ 3525 

* Why, yi% for gode,’ quod hende 

Nicholas, (340) 

* If thou wolt werken after lore and reed , 
Thou mayst nat werken after thyn owene 
heed 

For thus seith Salomon, that was ful 
trewe, 

“ Werk al by conseil, and thou shalt nat 
rewe ” 3530 

And if thou werken wolt by good conseil, 
I undertake, with-outen mast and seyl. 
Yet shal I saven hir and thee and me 
Hastow nat herd how saved was Nofe, 
Whan that our lord had warned him 
biforn 3535 

That al the world with water sholde be 
lorn ? ’ (350) 

‘Yis,’ quod this carpenter, ‘ful yore 
ago’ 

‘ Hastow nat herd,’ quod Nicholas, ‘also 
The sorwe of N06 with his felawshipe, 3339 
Er that he mighte gete his wyf to shipe ? 
Him had be lever, I dar wel undertake, 
At thilke tyme, than alle hise wetheres 
blake. 

That she hadde had a ship hir-self allone 
And ther-fore wostou what is best to 
done ? 3544 
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This asketh haste, and of an hastif thing 
Men may nat preche or maken tarying 
Anon go gete us faste in-to this in (361) 
A kneding-trogh, or elles a kimelin. 

For ech of us, but loke that they be 
large. 

In whiche we mowo swimme as in a barge, 
And han ther-inne vitaille sufflsant 3551 
But for a day , fy on the remenant ’ 

The water shal aslake and goon away 
Aboute pryme up on the nexte day 
But Robin may nat wite of this, thy 
knave, (369) 3535 

Ne eek thy mayde Gille I may nat save , 
Axe nat why, for though thou aske me, 

I wol nat tellen goddes privetee 
Suffiseth thee, but if thy wittes madde. 

To han as greet a grace as Nofe hadde 3560 
Thy wyf shal I wel saven, out of doute. 
Go now thy wey, and speed thee heer- 
aboute 

But whan thou hast, for hir and thee 
and me, 

Y-geten us thise knedmg-tubbes three, 
Than shaltow hange hem in the roof ful 

3565 

That no man of our purveyaunce spye 
And whan thou thus hast doon as I have 
seyd, (381) 

And hast our vitaille faire in hem y-leyd, 
And eek an ax, to smyte the corde atwo 
When that the water comth, that we 
may go, 3370 

And broke an hole an heigh, up-on the 
gable. 

Unto the gardin-ward, over the stable, 
That we may frely passen forth our way 
Whan that the grete shour is goon away — 
Than shaltow swimme as myrie, I under- 
take, 3575 

As doth the whyte doke after hir drake 
Than wol I clepe, “ how ' Alison ’ how ’ 
John ’ (391) 

Be myrie, for the flood wol passe anon ” 

And thou wolt seyn, “ hayl, maister 
Nicholay ’ 

Good morwe, I se thee wel, for it is day ” 
And than shul we be lordes al our lyf 3581 
Of al the world, as Noa and his wyf 
But of o thyng I warne thee ful right. 
Be wel avysed, on that like night 3584 
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That wo ben entred in-to shippes bord, 
That noon of us ne speke nat a word, (400) 
Ne dope, ne oiye, but been in his preyere , 
Por it IS goddes owno hesto dere 

Thy wyf and thou mote hinge fer 
a-twiune, 

Por that bitwixe yow shal be no sinne 
Ko more in looking than ther shal in 
dede , 3«;9i 

This ordinance is seyd, go, god the© sped©’ 
Tomorwe at night, whan men ben alle 
aslepe, 

In-to our kneding-tubbes wol we crepe. 
And sitten ther, abyding goddes grace 
Go now thy wey, I have no lenger space 
To make of this no lenger sermomng (411) 
Men seyn thus, “ send the wyse, and sey 
no-thmg,” :^598 

Thou art so wys, it nedeth thee nat teche , 
Gko, save our lyf, and that I thee biseche ’ 
This sely carpenter goth forth his wey 
Pul ofte he seith ‘ alias ’ and * weylawey,’ 
And to his wyf he tolde his privetee , 

And she was war, and knew it bet than 
he, (418) 3604 

What al this queynto cast was for to seye 
But nathelees she ferde as she wolde deyo. 
And seyde, ‘ alias ’ go forth thy wey anon. 
Help us to scape, or we ben lost ochon , 

I am thy trewe verray wedded wyf , 

Go, dere spouse, and help to save our 
lyf ’ 3610 

Lo ’ which a g^reet thyng is afieccioun ’ 
Men may dye of imaginacioun, 

So dope may impressioun be take 
This sely carpenter biginneth quake , 3614 
Him thmketh verraily that he may see 
Ho^s flood com© walwmg as the see (430) 
To drenchen Alisoun, his hony dere 
He wepeth, weyleth, maketh sory chero, 
He syketh with ful many a sory swogh 
He gooth and geteth him a kneding-trogh. 
And after that a tubbe and a kimelin, 3621 
And pnvely he sente hem to his in, 

And heng hem in the roof in pnvete© 

His owne hand he made laddres three. 

To climben by the rouges and the stalkes 
Uar-to the tubbes hanginge in the balkes. 
And hem vitailled, bothe trogh and tubbe, 
With breed and chese, and good ale in 
Ajubbe, (442)3628 


Suffysmge right y-nogh as for a day 
But er tliat he had maad al this array, 
He sente his knave, and eek his wenche 
also, 3631 

Up-on his nede to London for to go 
And on the Monday, whan it drow to 
night. 

He ghetto his dore with-oute oandel-light, 
And dressed al thing as it shold© be 3635 
And shortly, up they clomben alle three , 
Tliey sitten still e wel a furlong way (431) 
* Now, Pater-noBter^ clom ’ ’ seyde Nicho- 

lay, 

And ‘ clom,’ quod John, and ‘ clom,’ seyde 
Alisoun 

This carpenter seyde his devocioun, 3640 
And stille he sit, and biddeth his preyere, 
Awaytmge on the reyn, if he it here 
The dede sleep, for wery bisinesse, 

Pil on this carpenter right, as I gesse, 
About© corfew-tyme, or litel more , 3645 

For travail of his goost he groneth 
sore, (460) 

And eft he routeth, for his heed mislay 
Bonn of the laddre stalkcth Nicholay, 
And Alisoun, ful sofbe adoun she spedde, 
With-outen wordes mo, they goon to 
bedde 3650 

Ther-as the carpenter is wont to ly© 

Ther was the revel and the melodye , 
And thus lyth Alison and Nicholas, 

In hismesso of mirthe and of solas, 3654 
Til that the belle of laudes gan to ringe. 
And freres in the chaunoel gonne singe 
This parish-clerk, this amorous Alv 
scion, (471) 

Tliat IS for love alwey so wo bigon. 

Up-on the Monday was at Oseneye 
With companye, him to disporte and 
pleye, 3660 

And axed up-on cas a cloisterer 
Pul pnvely after John the carpenter , 
And he drough him a-part out of the 
ohirche. 

And seyde, ‘ I noot, I saugh him here nat 
wirche 

Sm Saterday , I trow that he bo went 3665 
For timber, ther our abbot hath him 
sent , (480) 

For he is wont for timber for to go, 

And dwellen at the grange a day or two, 
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Or elles he is at his hous, certeyn , 3669 

Wher that he he, I can nat sothly seyn ’ 
This Absolon ful joly was and light, 
^nd thoghto, ‘ now is tyme wake al night , 
For sikirly I saugh him nat stirmge 3673 
\.boute his dore sin day bigan to springe 
3 o moot I thryve, I shal, at cokkes crowe, 
Ful prively knokken at his windowe (490) 
That stant ful lo’w e up-on his boures wal 
To Alison now wol I tellen al 
My love-longing, for yet I shal nat 
misse 

That at the leste wey I shal hir kisse 3680 
lom maner confort shal I ha\e, parlay, 
My mouth hath icched al this longe 
day , 

That IS a signe of kissing atte leste 
11 night me mette eek, I was at a feste 
rheifor I wol gon slepe an houre or 
tweyc, 368 «) 

Ind al the night than wol I wake and 
pleye ’ ( W) 

Whan that the firste cok hath crowe, 
anon 

[Jp rist this joly lover Absolon, 

Ind him arrayoth gay, at point-devys 
But first he cheweth greyn and lycorys, 
To smellen swcto, cr he had kembd his 
heer 3691 

[Jnder his tonge a trewe love he beer, 

For thci-by wende ho to ben gracious 
[lo romcth to the carpenteres hous, 

Ind stiUe he stant under the shot- 
windowe , (509; 

Un to his brest it raughte, it was so lowe , 
Ind softo ho coghetli with a semi-soun — 
What do ye, hony-comb, swete Alisoun ? 
My faire bri<l, my swete cinamome, 
Iwaketh, lemman myn, and speketh to 
me * 3700 

Wei litel thcnkcn ye up on my wo. 

That for your love 1 swete ther I go 
ISTo wonder is thogh that I swelte and 
swete , 

L moome as doth a lamb after the tete 
Y-wis, lemman, I have swich love-long- 
uige, 3705 

That lyk a turtel trewe is my moorninge , 
I may nat ete na more than a mayde ’ (521) 
‘Go fro the window, Jakke fool,’ she 
sayde, 


465 


‘ As help me god, it wol nat be “ com ba 
me,” 3709 

I love another, and elles I were to blame, 
Wei bet than thee, by Jesu, Absolon ’ 

Go forth thy wey, or I wol caste a ston. 
And lat me slepe, a twenty devel wey ’ ’ 

‘ Allas,’ quod Absolon, ‘ and weylawoy ’ 
That trewe love was ever so yvel biset ’ 
Than kisse me, sin it may be no bet, (530) 
For J esus love and for the love of me ’ 

‘ Wiltow than go thy wey ther-with ? ’ 
quod she 

‘Ye, certes, lemman,’ quod this Ab- 
solon 

‘Thanne make thee redy,’ quod she, 

‘ I come anon , ’ 3720 

j-And un-to Nicholas she seyde stille, 
■f‘Now hust, and thou shalt laughen al 
thy fille ’ 

This Absolon doun sette him on his 
knees. 

And seyde, ‘ I am a lord at alle degrees , 
For after this I hope ther oometh more ^ 
Lemman, thy grace, and suete brid, thyn 
ore’’ (540)3726 

The window she undoth, and that in 
haste, 

‘ Have do,’ quod she, ‘ com of, and speed 
thee faste. 

Lest that our neighebores thee espye ’ 
This Absolon gan wype his mouth ful 
drye , 3730 

Berk was the night as pich, or as the cole. 
And at the window out she putte hir hole. 
And Absolon, him fil no bet no wers. 

But with his mouth he kiste hir naked 
ers 

Ful savourly, er he was war of this 3735 
Abak he sterte, and thoghte it was 
amis, («J5o) 

For wel ho wiste a womman hath no 
herd , 

He felte a thing al rough and long y-herd. 
And seyde, ‘ fy ’ alias ’ what have I do ^ ’ 
‘ Tehee ’ ’ quod she, and clapte the 
window to , 3740 

And Absolon goth forth a sory pas 

‘A herd, a herd ’ ’ quod hende Nicholas, 
‘■By goddes corpus, this goth faire and 
weel ’ ’ 

This sely Absolon herde every deel, 3744 
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And on Ins lippe ho gan for anger byte , 
And to him-self he sejde, ‘I shal thee 
quyte * ’ (560) 

Wlio rnbbeth now, who froteth now his 
lippes 

With dust, with sond, with straw, with 
clooth, with chippes. 

But Absolon, that seith ful ofte, ‘ alias ' 
My soule Intake I un-to Sat lianas, 3750 

But me wor lever than al this toun,’ 
quod he, 

* Of this despvt awrokon for to be ' 

Allas ’ ’ quod he, ‘ alias ' I ne hadde y- 
ble j nt ’ ’ 

His hote love was cold and al y-queynt , 
For fro that tyme that he had kiste hir 
ers, a;*?*; 

Of paramours he sette nat a kers, (570) 
For he was heled of his maladye , 

Ful ofte paramours he gan defFye, 

And weep as dooth a child that is y-bete 
A softe paas he wente over the strete 3760 
Un-til a smith men cleped daun Gerveys, 
That in his forge smithed plough-harneys , 
He sharpoth shaar and culter bisily 
This Absolon knokketh al esily. 

And seyde, ‘undo, Gerveys, and that 
anon ’ 3763 

‘What, "who artow?’ ‘It am I, Ab- 
solon ' (580) 

‘ What, Absolon ' for Cristes swete tree, 
Why ryse ye so rathe, ey, hen'' cite ' 

What eyleth yow ? som gay gerl, god it 
woot, 3669 

Hath broght yow thus up-on the vintoot , 
By sgynt Note, ye woot wel what I mene ’ 
Tins Absolon ne roghte nat a bene 
Of al his pley, no word agayn he yaf , 

He hadde more tow on his distaf 
Than Gerveys know, and seyde, ‘freend 
so dere, (589) 3775 

That hote culter in the chimenee here, 

As lene it me, I have ther-with to done. 
And I wol bnnge it thee agayn ful sone ' 
Gerveys answerde, ‘ certes, were it gold. 
Or in a poke nobles alle untold, 3780 
Thou sholdest have, as I am trewe smith , 
Ey, Cristes foo' what wol ye do ther- 
with ? ’ 

‘ Ther-of,’ quod Absolon, ‘ be as be may, 
I shal wel telle it thee to-morwe day ’ — 


And caughte the culter by the cold< 
stele 3781 

Ful softe out at the dore he gan to stele, 
And wen^^e un-to the carpenteres waL (601 
He cogheth first, and knokketh ther 
with-al 

Upon the windowe, right as he dido er 
This Alison answerde, ‘ Who is ther 379c 
That knokketh so ? I waranto it a theef ’ 
‘Wliy, nay,’ quod he, ‘god woot, mj 
swete leof, 

I am thyn Absolon, my dereling ’ 

Of gold,’ quod he, ‘ I have thoe broghj 
a ring , 

My moder jaf it me, so god me save, 379* 
Ful fyn it IS, and ther-to woly-gravo , (610 
This wol I yeve thee, if thou me kisse ' ’ 
This Nicholas was risen for to pisse. 
And thoghte he wolde amenden al th€ 
jape, 37Qt 

He sholde kisse his ers er that he scape 
And up the windowe dido he hastily, 
And out his ers he putteth pnvely 
Over the buttok, to the haunch e-bon , 
And ther-with spak this cleik, thi= 
Absolon, 

‘ Spek, swete brid, I noot nat wher thou 
art ’ 380 

This Nicholas anon leet flee a fart, (620 
As greet as it had been a thonder-dent, 
That with the strook he was almost 
y-blent , 

And he was redy with his iren hoot, 

And Nicholas amidde the ers he smoot 
Of gooth the skin an hande-brede 
aboute, 3811 

The hote culter brende so his toute. 

And for the smert he wende for to dye 
As he were wood, for wo he g^an to crye — 
‘ Help ’ water ’ water ’ help, for goddea 
herte ’ ’ 3815 

This carpenter out of his slomber sterte, 
And herde oon cryen ‘ water ’ as he were 
wood, (631) 

And thoghte, ‘ Allas ' now comth Now41ia 
flood ’ ’ 

He sit him up with-outen wordes mo, 3819 
And with his ax he smoot the corde a-two. 
And doun goth al , he fond neither to 
solle, 

Ne breed ne ale, til he cam to the selle 
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tJp-on the floor , and ther aswowne he lay 
Up sterte hir Alison, and Nioholiy, 
And cryden ‘ out ’ and ‘ harrow ’ in the 
strete (639) 3825 

The neighehores, bothe smale and grete, 
In ronnen, for to ganren on this man, 
That yet aswowne he lay, bothe pale and 
wan , 

For with the fal he brosten hadde his 
arm , 

But stonde he moste iin-to his owne 
harm 3830 

For whan he spak, he was anon bore 
doun 

With hende Nicholas and Alisoun 
They tolden every man that he was 
wood, 

He was agast so of ‘ Nowclis flood ’ 
Thurgh fantasye, that of his vanitee 383*; 
He hadde y-boght him kneding-tubbes 
three (650) 


And hadde hem hanged in the roof above , 
And that he preyed hem, for goddes love, 
To sitten in the roof, ^ar company e 3839 
The folk gan laughen at his fantasye , 
In-to the roof they kyken and they gape, 

I And turned al his harm un-to a jape 
For what so that this carpenter answerde, 
It was for noght, no man his reson herde , 
With othes grete he was so sworn adoun, 
That he was holden wood in al the toun ; 
For every clerk anon-nght heeld with 
other (661) 3847 

They seyde, ‘the man is wood, my leve 
brother , ’ 

And every wight gan laughen of this stryf 
Thus swyved v as the carpenteres wyf, 
For al his keping and his jalousye , 3851 
And Absolon hath kist hir nether ye , 
And Nicholas is scalded in the toute 
This tale is doon, and god save al the 
route ’ (668) 3854 


Here endeth the Millere his tale 


THE REEVE’S PROLOGUE 


The prologe of 

Whan folk had laughen at this nyce cas 
Of Absolon and hende Nicholas, 3856 

Diverse folk diversely they seyde , 

But, for the more part, they loughe and 
pleyde, 

Ne at this tale I saugh no man him greve, 
But it were only Osewold the Reve, 3860 
By-cause he was of carpenteres craft 
A litel ire is in his herte y-laft. 

He gan to grucche and blamed it a lyte 
‘So thee’k,’ quod he, ‘ful wel coude 
I yow quyte (10) 

With blering of a proud miUeres y6, 3865 
If that me liste speke of ribaudye 
But ik am old, me list not pley for age , 
Gras-tyme is doon, my fodder is now 
forage, 


the Reves tale 

This whyte top wryteth myne olde yeres, 
Myn herte is al-so mowled as myne heres, 
But-if I fare as dooth an open-ers , 3871 

That like fruit is ever long the wers, 

Til it be roten in mullok or in stree 
We olde men, I drede, so fare we , (20) 

Til we be roten, can we nat be rype , 3875 
We hoppen ay, whyl that the world wol 
pype 

For in oure wil ther stiketh ever a nayl, 
To have an hoor heed and a grene tayl, 
As hath a leek , for thogh our might be 
goon, 

Our wil desireth folie ever in oon 3880 
For whan we may nat doon, than wol we 
speke , 

Yet in our asshen olde is fyr y-reke. 
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Foure gledes han yve, wliiche I slial 
devyse, 

Avauntmg, lying, anger, coveityse , {30) 

Tkise foure sparkles longen nn-to elde 
Our olde lemes mowe wel been nnwelde, 
But wd. ne shal nat faiUen, that is sooth 
And yet ik have alwey a coltcs tooth, 38S8 
As many a yeer as it is passed henne 
Sin that my tappe of lyf bigan to renno 
For sikerly, whan I was boro, anon 3801 
Deeth drogh the tappe of lyf and leot it 
eron, 

And ever sith hath so the tappe y-ronno, 
Til that almost al empty is the tonne (40) 
The streem of lyf now droppeth on the 
chimbe , 3893 

The sely tonge may wel nnge and chimbe 
Of wrecchednesse that passed is ful yore , 
With olde folk, save dotage, is namore ’ 
Whan that our host hadde herd this 
sermomng, 

He gan to speke as lordly as a king , 3900 


He seide, ‘ what amounteth al this wit ? 
What shul we speke alday of holy wnt ? 
The devel made a reve for to preche, 

And of a '■outer a shipman or a loche (f^o) 
Sey forth thy tale, and tane nat the tyme, 
Lo, Dei)eford ’ and it is half-way pryme 
Lo, Grenewich, ther many a shrewe is 
inne , 3907 

It were al tyme tliv tale to bigmno ’ 

‘ Now, sires,’ quod tliih OsowoldtheKeve, 
‘ I pray yow alle that ye nat yow grove, 
Thogh I answere and somdel sette hiS 
howve , 39H 

For le\ of ul is with force force of-showve 
This dronke miUere hath y-told us heer, 

1 How that bigyled was a carpontoer, (60) 
Pera venture in scorn, for I am oon. 3913 
And, by your leve, I shal him quyte anoon , 
Kight in Ins chcrlcs termes wol I speke 
I pray to god his nekke mote breke , 

He can wel in myn ye seen a stalke, 3919 
But in his owne he can nat seen a balke 


THE REVES TALE. 


Here biginneth 

At Trumpington, nat fer fro Cantebrigge, 
Ther goth a brook and over that a brigge. 
Up-on the whiche brook therstant a melle , 
And this IS verray soth that I yow telle 
A Miller was ther dwelling many a day , 
As eny pecok he was proud and gay 3926 
Pypen he coude and fissho, and nettes 
bete, 

And turne coppes, and wel wrastle and 
shete , 

And by his belt he baar a long panade, 
And of a sword ful trenchant was the 
blade 3930 

A joly popper baar he m his pouche , (ii) 
Ther was no man for peril dorste him 
touche 


the Reves tale 

A Sheffeld thwitel baar he in his hose , 
Round was his face, and camuse was his 
nose 

As lulled as an aiie was lus sknlle 3935 
He was a maiket-betor atte folle 
Ther domto no wight hand up-on him 
legge, 

That he no swoor ho sholde anon abegge 
A theef he was for sothe of corn and mele, 
And that a sly, and usaunt for to stele 
His name was hoteii dtynous Simkin (21) 
A wyf he hadde, y-comen of noble kin , 
The person of the toun hir fader was 
With hir he yaf ful many a panne of bras, 
For that Simkin sholde in his blood allya. 
Sho was y-fostred in a nonnerye , 3946 
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For Simkin wolde no wyf, as he sayde, 
But she wore wel y-norisscd and a mayde, 
To saven his est xat of yoraanrye 3949 
And she was proud, and pert as is a pye 
A ful fair sighte was it on hem two , (31) 
On haly-dayes biforn hir wolde he go 
With his tipet bounden about his heed, 
And she cam after in a gyte of reed , 

And Simkin hadde hosen of the same 
Ther dorste no wight clepen hir but 
‘ dame ’ 30*>6 

Was noon so hardy that wente by the 
weye 

That with hir dorste rage or ones pleye, 
But if he wolde be slayn of Simkin 3959 
With panade, or with kiiyf, or boydekm 
For jalous folk ben perilous evermo, (41) 
Algate they wolde hir wenden so 

And eclv, for she was somdel smoterlich, 
She was as digne as water in a dich , 

And ful of hoker and of bisemare 3963 
Hir thoughte that a lady sholde hir 
spare, 

What for hir kinrede and hir nortelrye 
That she had lei ned in the nonnerye 
A doghter hadde they bitwixe hem two 
Of twenty yeer, with-outen any mo, 3970 
Savinge a child that was of half-yeer age , 
In oradel it lay and was a propre page 
This wenche thikko and wel y-growen 
was, (';3) 

With camuse nose and ytn gieye as glas , 
With but tokos brodo and brestes rounde 
and hye, 3975 

But right fair was hir heer, I wol nat lye 
The person of the toun, for she was feir, 
In purpos was to maken hir his heir 
Bothe of his catel and his messuage, 3979 
And straunge he made it of hir manage 
His purpos was for to bistowo hir hye (61) 
In-to som worthy blood of auncetrye , 

For holy chirchts good moot been de- 
sponded 

On holy chirches blood, that is descended 
Therfore he wolde his holy blood honoure, 
Though that he holy chirche sholde de- 
voure 3986 

Gret soken hath this miller, out of doute. 
With whete and malt of al the land aboute , 
And nameliche ther was a greet collegge, 
Men clepen the Soler-halle at Cantebregge, 


Ther was hir whete and eek hir malt 
y-grounde (71) 3991 

And on a day it happed, m a stounde, 

Sik lay the maunciplo on a maladye , 

Men wenden wisly that he sholde dye 
For which this miller stal bothe mele and 
corn 3995 

An hundred tjnne more than biforn , 

For ther-biforn he stal but curteisly. 

But now he was a thcef outrageously, 

For which the wardeyn chidde and made 
fare (79) 

But ther-of sette the miller nat a tare , 4000 
He craketh boost, and swoor it was nat so 
Than were ther yongepovreclerkes two, 
That dwelten in this halle, of which I seye 
Testif they were, and lusty for to pleye, 
And, only for hir mirthe and revelrye. 
Up-on the wardeyn bisily they crye, 4006 
To yeve hem leve but a litel stounde 
To goon to mille and seen hir corn y- 
grounde , 

And hardily, they dorste leye hir nekke, 
The miller shold nat stele hem half a 
pekko (90) 4010 

Of corn by sleighte, no by force hem reve , 
And at the laste the wardeyn yaf hem leve 
John hight that oon, and Aleyn hight 
that other , 

Of o toun were they born, that highte 
Strother, 4014 

Fer in the north, I can nat telle where 
This Aleyn maketh redy al his gere, 
And on an hors the sak he caste anon 
Forth goth Aleyn the clerk, and also John, 
With good swerd and with bokeler by hir 
syde (99) 4019 

John knew the wey, hem nedede no gyde, 
And at the mille the sak adoun he layth 
Aleyn spak first, ‘ alhayl, Symond,y-fayth, 
How fares thy faire doghter and thy wjrf ? ’ 
‘ Aleyn ’ welcome,’ quod Sunkm, ‘ by my 

W 

And John also, how now, what do ye heer?’ 
‘Symond,’ quod John, ‘by god, nede 
has na peer , 4026 

Him bofis serve him-selve that has na 
Bwasm, 

Or elles he is a fool, as clerkes sayn 
Our manciple, I hope he wil be deed, 4029 
Swa werkes ay the wanges in his heed. 
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And forthy is I come, and eek Alayn, (in) 
To grinde our corn and cane it ham agnyn, 
I pray yow spede us hethen that ye 
may’ 

‘ It shal be doon,’ quod Simkin, ‘ by my 
fay , 4034 

What wol y e doon hyl that it is in hande ? ’ 
‘ By god, right by the hoper wil I stande,’ 
Quod John, ‘and se how that the corn 
gas in , 

Yet saugh I never, by my fader kin, 4038 
How that the hoper ^vagges til and fra ’ 
AJeyn answerde, ‘ John, and wiltow swa. 
Than wil I be bynethe, by my croun, (lai) 
And se how that the mele falles doun 
In-to the trough , that sal be my disport 
For John, in faith, I may been of your 
sort , 

I is as ille a miller as are ye ’ 4045 

This miller smyled of hir nycetee. 

And thoghte, ‘ al this ms doon but for a 
■wyle , 

They wene that no man may hem bigyle , 
But, by my thrift, yet shal I blere hir ye 
For al the sleiglite in hir philosophye 4050 
The more queynte crekes that they make. 
The more wol I stele whan I take (132) 
In stede of flour, yet wol I yeve hem 
bren 

“Tlie gretteste clerkes been noght the 
wysest men,” 

As whylom to the wolf thus spak the 
mare , 4055 

Of al hir art I counte noght a tare ’ 

Out at the dore he gooth ful pnvoly, 
Whan that he saugh his tyme, softely , 
He loketh up and doun til he hath founde 
The clerkes hors, ther as it stood y-bounde 
Bihmde the miUe, under a levesel , 4061 
And to the hors he gooth him faire and 
wel , (142) 

He strepeth of the brydel right anon 
And whan the hors was loos, he ginnoth 
gon 

Toward the fen, ther wilde mares renne. 
Forth with wehee, thurgh thikke and 
thurgh thenne 4066 

This miller gooth agayn, no word he 
seyde. 

But dooth his note, and with the clerkes 
pleyde, 


Til that hir corn was faire and wel y- 
groundo 

And whan the mele is sakkod and y- 
bounde, (150) 4070 

This John goth out and fynt his hors away. 
And gan to crye ‘ harrow ’ and ‘ weylaway ’ 
Our hors is lorn ’ Alayn, for goddes banes. 
Stop on thy feet, com out, man, al at anes ’ 
Allas, oui wardoyn has his palfrey lorn ’ 
This Aleyn al forgat, bothe mele and corn, 
Al was out of Ins mynde his housbondrye 
‘ What ? whilk way is he geen ? ’ he gan 
to cryo 

The wyf cam leping inward -vv ith a ren, 
She seyde, ‘ alias ’ your hors goth to the 
fen (160) 4080 

With Wilde mares, as fasto as he may go 
Unthank come on his hand that bond 
him so. 

And ho that bottre sholdo haii knit the 
reyne ’ 

‘Allas,’ quod John, ‘Alejn, for Cristes 
poyne, 

Lay doun thy swcrd, and I wil mynalswa , 
I is ful Wight, god waat, as is a raa , 4086 
By goddes herte he sal nat scape us bathe 
Wliy nadstow pit the capul in the lathe ? 
Il-hayl, by god, Alejn, thou is a fonne ’ ’ 
This sely clerkes han ful faste y-ronne 
To-ward the fen, botho Aleyn and eek 
John (171) 4091 

And whan the miller saugh that they 
were gon. 

He half a busshel of hir flour hath take. 
And bad his wyf go knedo it in a cake 
He seyde, ‘ I trowe the clerkes were aferd , 
Yet can a miller make a clerkes herd 4096 
For al his art , now lat hem goon hir weye 
Lo wher they goon, ye, lat the children 
pleye , 

They gete him nat so lightly, by my croun ” 
Thise sely clerkes rennen up and doun 
With ‘keep, keep, stand, stand, jossa, 
warderere, (181) 4101 

Ga whistle thou, and I shal kepe him 
here ’ ’ 

But shortly, td that it was verray night. 
They ooude nat, though they do al hir 
might, 4104 

Bhr capul cacohe, he ran alwey so faste. 
Til in a dich they caught© him atte laste. 
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Weiy and weet, as beste is in the reyn, 
Comth sely John, and with him comth 
Aleyn 

‘Allas,’ qnod John, ‘the day that I was 
born ’ 

Now are we drive til hething and til 
scorn {190) 4110 

Our corn is stole, men wil us foies calle, 
Bathe the wardeyn and our felawes alle, 
And namely the miller , weylaway ’ ’ 

Thus pleyneth John as he goth by the 
way 

Toward the mille, and Bayard in his hond 
The miller sitting by the fyr he fond, 4116 
For it was night, and forther mighto they 
noght , 

But, for the love of god, they him bisoght 
Of herberwe and of ese, as for hir peny 
The miller seyde agayn, ‘ if ther be eny, 
Swich as it is, yet shal ye have your part 
Myn hous is streit, but ye han lerned art , 
Ye conne by argumentes make a place 
A myle brood of twenty foot of space (204) 
Lat see now if this place may sufFyse, 4125 
Or make it roum with speche, as is youre 
gyse ’ 

‘Now, Symond,’ seyde John, ‘byseint 
Cutberd, 

Ay IS thou mery, and this is faire answerd 
I have herd seyd, man sal taa of twa 
thinges 4129 

Slyk as he fyndes, or taa slyk as he brmges 
But specially, I pray thee, hoste dere, (211) 
Get us som mete and drmke, and make 
us chere. 

And we wil payen trewely atte fulle 
With empty hand men may na haukes 
tulle , 

Lo here our silver, redy for to spende ’413*) 
This miller in-to toun his doghtor sende 
For ale and breed, and rested hem a goos. 
And bond hir hors, it sholde nat gon loos , 
And in his owne chambre hem made a 
bed (219) 4139 

W ith shetes and with chalons faire y-spred , 
Noght from his owne bed ten foot or twelve 
His doghter hadde a bed, al by hir-selve. 
Eight in the same chambre, by and by , 
It mighte be no bet, and cause why, 4144 
Ther was no roumer herberwe in the place 
They soupen and they speke, hem to solace, 


And drinken ever strong ale atte beste 
Aboute midnight went© they to rest© 

Wei hath this miller vernisshed his 
heed, 

Ful pale he was for-dronken, and nat 
reed 4150 

Ho yexeth, and he speketh thurgh the 
nose (231) 

As he were on the quakke, or on the 

pose 

To bcdde he gooth, and with h^m goth 
his wyf 

As any jay she light was and jolyf. 

So was hir joly whistle wel y-wet 4 1 35 

The cradel at hir beddes feet is set. 

To rokken, and to yeve the child to souke 
And whan that dronken al was in the 
crouke. 

To bedde went the doghter right anon , 
Tobeddo gooth Aleyn and also John , 4160 
Ther nas na more, hem nedede no dwale 
This miller hath so wisly bibbed ale, (242) 
That as an hors he snorteth in his sleep, 
Ne of his tayl bihmde he took no keep 
His wyf bar him a burdon, a ful strong, 
Men mighte hir routmghere two furlong , 
The wenche routeth eek par companye 
Aleyn the clerk, that herd this melodye, 
He poked John, and seyde, ‘slepestow? 
Herdestow ever slyk a sang er now ? 4170 
Lo, whilk a compline is y-mel hem alle ’ 
A Wilde fyr up-on thair bodyes falle ’ (252) 
Wha herkned ever slyk a ferly thing ? 

Ye, they sal have the flour of il ending 
This lange night ther tydes me na rest© , 
But yet, na fors , al sal be for the beste 
For John,’ seyde he, ‘als ever moot I 
thryve. 

If that I may, yon wenche wil I swyve 
Som esement has law© y-shapen us , 4179 
For John, ther is a law© that says thus. 
That gif a man in a point be y-greved, (261) 
That in another he sal be releved. 

Our corn is stoln, shortly, it is na nay. 
And we han had an il flt al this day 
And sm I sal have neen amendement, 4185 
Agayn my los I wil have esement 
By goddes saule, it sal neen other be ' ’ 
This John answerde, ‘ Alayn, avyse thee, 
The miller is a perilous man,’ he seyde, 

‘ And gif that he out of his sleep abreyde 
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He nuglite doon ns bathe a vileinye ’ (271) 
Aleyn answerde, ‘I count him nat a 
flye , ’ 419-* 

And up he rist, and by the wencho he 
crepte 

This wenche lay upright, and faste slepte, 
Til he so ny was, er she mighte espye, 4105 
That it had been to late for to crve. 

And shortly for to seyn, they were at on , 
Now pley, Aleyn ’ for I wol speke of John 
This John lyth stille a furlong- wey or 
two, 

And to him-self he maketh routhe and 
wo (280) 4200 

* Allas ♦ ’ quod he, ‘ this is a wikked jape , 
Now may I seyn that I is but an ape 
Yet has my felawe som-what for his harm , 
He has the millens dogliter in his arm 
He auntred him, and lias his nedes sped. 
And I lye as a draf-sek in my bed , 4206 

And when this jape is tald another day, 

I sal been halde a daf, a cokenay * 

1 wil aryse, and auntre it, by my fayth » 

“ Unhardy is unsely,” thus men sayth ’ 
And up he roos and sofboly he wente (291) 
Un-to the cradel, and in his hand it hente, 
And baar it softe un-to his beddos feet 
Sone after this the wyf hir routmg leet, 
And gan awake, and wente hir out to 
pisse, 4215 

And cam agayn, and gan hir cradel misse, 
And groped heer and ther, but she fond 
noon. 

‘ Allas ’ ’ quod she, ‘ I hadde almost mis- 
goon , 

I hadde almost gon to the clerkes bed 
Fy, hen' cite ' thanne hadde I foule y-sped ’ 
And forth she gooth til she the cradel 
fond (301) 4221 

She gropeth alwey forther with hir bond, 
And fond the bed, and thoghte noght but 
good, 

By-cause that the cradel by it stood, 4224 
And niste wher she was, for it was derk , 
But faire and wel she creep in to the clerk. 
And lyth ful stille, and woldo han caught 
a sleep 

With-inno a whyl this J ohn the clerk up 
leep, 4228 

And on this gode wyf he leyth on sore j 
00 mexy a ht ne hadde she nat ful yore, 


He priketh haide and depe as he were 
mad (31 1) 

This joly lyf han thise two clerkes lad 
Til that the thridde cok bigan to singe 
Aleyn wo^ wery in the daweninge, 4234 
For he had swonken al the longe night , 
And seyde, ‘ far wel. Malm, swete wight ’ 
The day is come, I may no longer byde , 
But evermo, wher so I go or ryde, 

I IS thyn awen clerk, swa lia\ e I seel ^ ’ 

‘ Now dere lemman,’ quod she, ‘ go, far 
wecl ’ (320) 4240 

But er thou go, o thing I wol thee telle. 
Whan that thou wendest homward by 
the melle, 

Right at the entree of the dore bihinde. 
Thou shalt a cake of half a busshel findo 
That was y-maked of thyn owne mele. 
Which that I heelp my fader for to stele. 
And, gode lemman, god thee save and 
kepe ’ ’ 4247 

And with that word almost she gan to 
wope 

Aleyn up rist, and thoughte, ‘ er tht^ 
it dawe, 

I wol go crepen in by my felawe , 4250 

And fond the cradel with his hand anon, 
‘By god,’ thoghte ho, ‘al wrang I have 
misgon , (332) 

Myn heed is toty of my swink to-night, 
That maketh me that I go nat aright 4254 
I woot wel by the cradel, I have misgo, 
Heer lyth the miller and his wyf also ’ 
And forth he goth, a twenty devel way, 
Un-to the bed ther-as the miller lay 
He wende have cropen by his felawe John , 
And by the miller in he creep anon, 4260 
And caught e hym by the nekke, and softe 
he spak (341) 

He seyde, ‘ thou, John, thou swyues-heed, 
awak 

For Cristes saule, and heer a noble game 
For by that lord that called is seint 
Jame, 

As I have thryes, in this shorte night, 4265 
Swyved the milleres doghter bolt-upnght, 
Whyl thow hast as a coward been agast * 
‘Ye, false harlot,’ quod the miller, 
‘hast? 

A ’ false traitour ’ false clerk ’ ’ quod he, 

‘ Tliou shalt be deed, by goddes diguitee ^ 
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Who dorste be so bold to disparage (3«>i) 
My doghter, that is come of swich linage? ’ 
And by the throte-bolle he caughte Alayn 
And he hente hym despitonsly agayn, 
And on the nose he smoot him with his 
itjst 4275 

Bonn ran the blody streem up-on hisbrest , 
And in the floor, with nose and mouth 
to-bioke, 

They walwe as doon two pigges in a poke 
And up they goon, and doun agayn anon, 
Til that the miller sporned at a stoon, 4280 
And doun he fil bakward up-on his wyf, 
That wiste no-thing of this nyce stryt , 
For she was falle aslepe a lyte wight (363) 
With John the clerk, that waked hadde 
al night 

And with the fal, out of hir sleep she 
brcy de — 4285 

‘Help, lioly croys of Bromeholm,’ she 
seyde, 

‘ In manus tuas ^ lord, to thee I calle ’ 
Awak, Symond ’ the feend is on us falle, 
Myn herte is broken, help, I nam but 
deed , 

There lyth oon up my wombe and up 
myn heed , 4290 

Help, Simkin, for the false clerkcs fighto ’ 
This John sterte up as faste as ever he 
mighte, (372) 

And graspetli by the walles to and fro, 

To finde a staf , and she steite ui) also. 
And knew the estres bet than dide this 
John, 4295 

And by the w il a staf she fond anon. 


And saugh a litel shimering of a light, 
For at an hole in shoon the mone bright , 
And liy that light she saugh hem bothe 
two, 

But sikerly she nisto who was who, 43(X) 
But as she saugh a whyt thing in hir ye 
And whan she gan the whyte thing espye, 
She wende the clerk hadde wered a volu- 
peer (383) 

And with the staf she drough ay neer and 
neer, 4304 

And wende han hit this Aleyn at the fullo, 
And smoot the miller on the pyled skullo. 
That doun he gooth and cryde, ‘ harrow ♦ 
I dye ' ’ 

Thise clerkes bete him weel and lete him 
lye, 

And greythen hem, and toke hir hors anon, 
And eek hir mele, and on hir wey they 
gon (390) 4310 

And at the mille yet they toke hir cake 
Of half a busshel flour, ful v, el y-bake 
Thus is the proude miller wel y-bete, 
And hath y-lost the grinding of the whete, 
And payed for the soper every-deel 4313 
Of Aleyn and of John, that bette him weel 
His wvf is swyved, and his doghter als , 
Jjo, swich it IS a miller to bo fals * 

And therfore this proverbe is seyd ful 
sooth, 4319 

‘ Him thar nat wone wel that y vel dooth , 
A gylour shal him self higylcd be ’ (401) 

And God, that sitteth heighe m magestee, 
Save al this companye grete and smale ’ 
Tlius have I quit the miller in my tale. 


Here is ended the Reves tale 
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THE COOK’S PROLOGUE 


The prologe of the Cokes tale 


The Cook of London, wliyl the Reve spak, 
For joye, him thonghte, he clawed him 
on the bak, 4326 

‘ Ha ’ ha ’ ’ quod he, ‘ for Cristes passioun, 
This miller hadde a sharp conclusioun 
Upon his argument of herbergage * 

Wei seyde Salomon in his langage, 4330 
“Ne bnnge nat every man in-to thyn 
hous,” 

For herberwing by nighte is perilous 
Wei oghte a man avysed for to be (q) 
Whom that he broghte in to his privetee 
I pray to god, so yeve me sorwe and care, 
If ever, sith I highte Hogge of Ware, 4336 
Herde I a miller bettre y-set a-werk 
He hadde a jape of mabce in the derk 
But god forbede that we stinten here , 
And therfore, if ye vouche-sauf to here 
A tale of me, that am a povre man, 4341 
I wol yow telle as wel as ever I can 
A litel jape that fil in our citee ’ 

Our host answerde, and seide, ‘ I graunte 
it thee , (20) 4344 


Now telle on, Roger, loke that it be good , 
For many a pastee hastow laten blood. 
And many a Jakke of Dover hastow sold 
That hath been twyes hoot and twyes cold 
Of many a pilgrim hastow Cristes curs. 
For of thy pcrsly vet they fare the wors. 
That they han eten with thy stubbel-goos , 
For in thy shoppe is many a flye loos (28) 
Now telle on, gentil Roger, by thy name. 
But yet I pray thee, be nat wrooth for game, 
A man may seye ful sooth in game and 
pley ’ 4355 

‘ Thou seist ful sooth,’ quod Roger, ‘ by 
my fey, 

But “sooth pley, quaad pley,” as the Flem- 
ing seith , (33) 

And ther-fore, Herry Bailly, by thyfeith. 
Be thou nat wrooth, or we depart en heer, 
Though th it my tale be of an hostileer 
But nathelees I wol nat telle it yit, 4361 
But er we parte, y-wis, thou shalt be quit * 
And ther-with-al he lough and made chere^ 
And seyde his tile, as ye shul after here 


Thus endeth the Prologe of the Cokes tale 


THE COKES TALE 


Heer bigynneth 

A pRENTis whylom dwelled in our citeo, 
And of a craft of vitaillers was he , 4366 
Gaillard he was as goldfinch in the shawe, 
Broun as a bene, a propre short felawe. 
With lokkes blake, y-kempt ful fetisly 
Dauncen he coude so wel and jolily, 4370 
That he was cleped Perkin Rovelour 
He was as ful of love and paramour 


the Cokes tale 

As IS the hyve ful of hony swete , 

Wel was the wenche with him might© 
mete (10) 

At every brydale wolde he singe and 
hoppe, 437:^ 

He loved bet the tavern than the shoppe 
For whan ther any lyding was in Chepe,^ 
1 Out of the shoppe thider wolde ho lepe 
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Til that he hadde al the sighte y-seyn, 
And dannced 'wel, he wolde nat come 
ageyn 4^80 

And gadered him a meinee of his sort 
To hoppe and singe, and maken swich 
disport 

And ther they setten stcven for to mete 
To pleyen at the dys m swich a strete (jo) 
For in the toune nas ther no prentys, 4385 
That fairer conde caste a paire of dys 
Than Perkin conde, and ther-to he was free 
Of his dispense, in place of privetee 
That fond his maister wel in his chaffare , 
For often tyme ho fond his box fnl bare 
For sikerly a prentis reveloiir, 4391 

That haunteth <13,8, not, orpaiamonr, 

His maister shal it in his shoppe abye, 

Al have he no part of the minstralcye , (30) 
For thefte and not, they ben convertible, 
Al conne he pleye on giterne or ribible 
Revel and trouthe, as in a low degree, 
They been fill wrothe al day, as men may 
see 

This joly prentis with his maister bood. 
Til he were ny out of his prentishood, 4400 
Al were he snibbed bothe erly and late, 
And somtyme lad with revel to Newgate , 
But atte laste his maister him bithoghte, 


Up-on a day, whan he his paper soghte, (40) 
Of a proverbo that seith this same worn, 

‘ Wel bet IS roten appel out of hord 4406 
Than that it rotie al the remenaunt ’ 

So fareth it by a riotous servaunt , 

It IS wel lasse harm to lete him pace. 
Than he shendo alle the servants in the 
place 4410 

Therfore his maister yaf him acquitance, 
And bad him go with sorwe and with 
meschance , 

And thus this joly prentis hadde hiS 
leve 

Now lat him note al the night or leve (50) 
And for ther is no theef with-oute a 
louke, 4415 

That helpeth him to wasten and to souke 
Of that he brybe can or borwe may, 

Anon he sente his bed and his array 
Un-to a compeer of his owne sort, 

That lovede dys and revel and disport, 4420 
And hadde a wyf that heeld for count- 
enance (57) 

A shoppe, and swyved for hir sustenance 

* ¥ ♦ * J|C * 

Of this Cokes tale maked Chaucer 
na more 


GKOUP B 

INTRODUCTION TO THE MAN OF 
LAW’S PROLOGUE 


The wordes of the Hoost to the companye 


Our Host© sey wel that the brighto sonne 
Th’ark of his artificial day had ronne 
The fourthe part, and half an houre, and 
more , 

And though he were not depe expert in 
lore, 

He wiste it was the eightetetho day 5 
Of April, that is messager to May , 


And sey wel that the shad we of every tree 
Was as in lengthe the same quantitee 
That was the body erect that caused it 
And therfor by the shad we he took his wit 
That Phebus, which that shoon so clere 
and bnghte, 1 1 

Degrees was fyve and fourty clombe on 
highte , 
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And for that day, as in that latitude, 

It was ten of the clokke, ho gan conclude, 
And sodeynly ho plighte his hors aboute 
‘ Lordinges,’ quod he, ‘ I warne yow, al 
this route, 16 

The fourthe party ot this day is goon , 
Now, for the love of god and of semt 
John, 

Leseth no tyme, as ferforth as ye may , 
Lordinges, tho tyme wasteth night and 
day, 20 

Andstoleth from ns, whatprivi lyslepmge, 
And what thnrgh nocligenco in our 
wakinge, 

As dooth the streem, that turneth never 
agayn, 

Descending fro the montaigne m-to playn 
Wei can Senek, and many a philosophre 25 
Biwailon tyme, more than gold in cofre 
“ For los of catel may recoyered be, 

But los of tyme shendeth us,” quod he 
It wol nat come agayn, with-outon drcde, 
Na more than wol Malkins maydenhcde, 
Whan she hath lost it in hir wantoy nesse , 
Lat us nat moulen thus in ydelnesse ^2 
Sir man of lawe,’ quod he, ‘so haye 10 

hi IS, 

Tel us a tale anon, as forward is , 

Ye been submitted thurgh your free 
assent 35 

To stonde in tins cas at my jngement 
Acquiteth yow, and holdeth your bihcste, 
Than have yo doon your devoir atte leste ’ 

‘ Hoste,’ quod ho, ‘ depardieux ich as- 
sento, 

To broke forward is not myn entente 40 
Biheste is dette, and I wol holde favn 
Al my biheste , I can no better seyn 
For swicli lawe as man yeveth another 
wight. 

He sliolde him solven usen it by right , 44 
Thus wol our text , but nathcles certcyn 
I can right now no thrifty tale seyn, 

•j-But Chaucer, though he can but lewedly 
On metros and on ryming craftily, 

Hath seyd hem in swich English as he can 
Of olde tyme, as knoweth many a man 50 
And if he have not seyd hem, leve brother, 
In o book, he hath seyd hem in another 
For he hath told of loveres up and doun 
Mo than Ovyde made of mencioun 


In his Epistelles, that been ful olde 
W^'hat sholde I tellcn hem, sin they ben 
tolde ? 

In youthe he made of Ceys and Alcion, 
And sithen hath ho spolie of ovenchon, 
Thise noble wyves and tliise loveres eke 
Who so that wol his large \ olume seko 60 
Cleped tho Seintes Legende of Cupyde, 
Ther may he seen the large woundes wyde 
Of Lncresse, and of Babilan Tisbco , 

The swerd of Dido for the false Enee , 
Tho tree of Phillis for hir Demophon , 65 
Tlie pleinte of Dianire and Hormion, 

Of Adnane and of Isiphilee , 

The bareyne yle stonding in the soe , 

The drcynte Loander for his Frro , 

The teres of Eleyne, and eek the wo 70 
Of Brixseydo, and of thee, Ladomi^a , 

The cruoltoe of thee, queen Medea, 

Thy litel children hanging by tho hals 
For thy Jason, that was of love so fals ’ 

0 Ypormistra, Penelopee, Alceste, 75 
Your wyfliod he comendcth with the beste ’ 

But certeinly no word ne wiyteth he 
Of thilke wikke ensample of Canacee, 
That lovede hir owmo brother sinfully , 

Of swiche cursed stories I soy “ fy ” , 80 

Or ellos of Tyro Apollonius, 

How that the cursed king Antiochus 
Birafte his dogliter of hir maydenhede. 
That IS so horrible a tale for to rede. 
Whan he hir threw up-on tho pa\ement 
And therfor he, of ful avyscment, 86 
Noldo never wryte in none of his sermouns 
Of swiche unkindc abhommaeiouns, 

Ne I wol noon rehorse, if that I may 

But of my tale how shal I doon this day ^ 
Me were looth be lykned, doutelces, 91 
To Muses that men clepe Pierides — 
Metamorphoscos w ot what I meno — • 

But nathelees, I reecho noght a bene 94 
Though I come after him with hawe bake , 

1 speke in prose, and lat him ryincs make ’ 
And with that word he, with a sobre chero, 
Bigan his tale, as >e shal after hero 

The Prologe of the Mannes Tale 
of Lawe 

O hateful harm ’ condif ion f)f povcrto * 
With thurst, with cold, with hunger so 
confounded ' loo- 
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To asken help thee shameth m thjm 
herte , 

If thou noon aske, with nede artow so 
wounded, 

That verray nede unwrappeth al thy 
woiindo hid * 

Maumee thyn heed, thou most for indi- 
gt nee 104 

Or stele, or begge, 01 borwe thy despence ’ 

Thou blamost Crist, and scyst ful bitterly, 
H( misdepartcth richesse temporal , 

Thy neighcbour thou wytest sinfully, (10) 
Andseyst thou hast to lyte, and ho hath al 
‘ Parfay,’seistow, ‘ somtyme he rckiio sh il, 
Whan that Ins t lyl shal brennen in the 
glode, 1 1 1 

For ho noght lielpeth needfiille in hir 
nede ’ 

Herkne 'what is the sent(neo of the 
wyae — 

‘ Bet IS to dytn than h ive indigence ,’114 
‘Tliy solve neighebonr wol thee despyse,’ 


If thou be povre, farwel thy reverence * 
Yet of the wyse man tak this sentence — 
‘Alle the dayes of povre men ben wikke , ’ 
Be 'war therfor, er thou come m that 
prikke ’ (21) 

‘If thou be povre, thy brother hateth 
thee, 120 

And alle thy freendes fleen fro thee, alas ’ ’ 
O riche marchaunts, ful of wele ben ye, 

0 noble, o prudent folk, as in this cas ’ 
Your bagges been nat filled with ambrs 
But with 8 ts ctnk^ that renneth for your 

chaunco , 125 

At Cristemasse merie may ye daunce ’ 

Ye seken lond and see for your winninges, 
As 'wyse folk ye knowen al th’estaat (30) 
Of rognes , yo bon fadres of tvdinges 
And tales, bothe of pees and of debat i p 

1 were right now of tales desolat, 

Nere that a marchaunt, goon is many a 
yore, 

Me taughte a tale, which that ye shal here. 


THE TALE OF THE MAN OF LAWE 

Here beginneth the Man of Lawe his Tale 


I\ Sume whylom dwelte a companye 
Of ( hapmen riche, and therto sadde and 
trew 0, 1 35 

That wyde-wher senten her spyceiye. 
Clothes of gold, and satins riche of hewe , 
Hcrchaffar was so thrifty and so newe, (40) 
That every wight hath deyntee to chaffare 
With hem, and eek to sellen hem hir 
ware 140 

Now fel it, that the niaistres of that sort 
Han shapen hem to Rome for to wende , 
Were it for chapmanhode or for disport, 
Non other message wolde they thider 
sende, 


But comen hem self to Rome, this is the 
endo , 143 

And in swicli place, as thoughte hem 
avantage 

For her entente, they take her herbergage 

Sojourned han thise marchants in that 
toun (c;o) 

A certein tyme, as fel to hir plesance 
And so bifel, that th’excellent renoun i^o 
Of th’emporoures doghter, dame Custance, 
Reported was, with every circumstance, 
XJn-to thise Surrien marchants in swich 
wyse, 

Fro day to day, as I shal yow devyse 
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This was the commune vois of every 
man — i 55 

• Our Emperour of Kome, god him see, 

A doghter hath that, sin the world bigan. 
To rekne as wel liir goodnesse as heautee, 
Nas never svvich another as is she , (61) 

I prey to god in honour hir sustene, 160 
And wolde she were of al Europe the 
quene 

In hir IS heigh beautee, with-oute pryde, 
Yowthe, with-oute grenehede or folye , 

To alle hir werkes \ ertu is hir gyde, 
Humblesse hath slayn in hir al tirannye 
She is mirour of alio curtoisye , (68) 166 

Hir herte is veiray chambre of holinesse, 
Hir hand, mmistre of fredom for almesse ’ 

And al this vois was soth, as god is trewe. 
But now to purpos lat us turne agayn , 170 
Thise marchants ban doon fraught hir 
shippes newe. 

And, whan they han this blisful mayden 
seyn, 

Hoorn to Surrye been they went ful fayn. 
And doon her nodes as they han don yoie, 
And liven in wele , I can sey yow no more 

Now fel it, that thise marchants stode in 
grace 176 

Of him, that was the sowdan of Surrye , 
For whan they came from any strange 
place, (80) 

He wolde, of his benigne curteisj e. 

Make hem good chere, and bisily ospye 180 
Tydings of sondry regnes, for to lere 
The wondres that they mighte seen or here 

Amonges othere thinges, specially 
Thise marchants han him told of dame 
Custance, 

So gret noblesse in erncst, ceriously, i8'^ 
That this sowdan hath caught so gret 
plesance 

To han hir figure in his remembrance, 
That al his lust and al his bisy cure (90) 
Was for to love hir whyl his lyf may dure 

Paraventure in thilke large book 190 
Which that men clepe the heven,y-wTiten 
was 


With sterres, whan that he his birthe took, 
That he for love shulde han his deeth, alias ’ 
For in the sterres, clerer than is glas. 

Is writen, god wot, who-so coude it rede, 195 
The deeth of every man, withouten drede 

In sterres, many a winter ther-biforn, 
Was writon the deeth of Ector, Achilles, 
Of Pompey, Julius, er they were bom , (101) 
The stryt of Thebes , and ot Ercules, 200 
Of Sampson, Turnus, and of Socrates 
The deeth , but mennes wittes been so 
dulle, 

Tliat no wight can wel rede it atte fulle 

This sowdan for his priv ee conseil sente. 
And, shortly of this mater for to pace, 205 
He hath to hem declared Ins entente. 
And seyde hem certein, ‘ but he mighte 
have gr ice (109) 

To han Gust nice with-inne a litel space, 
He nas but deed , ’ and charged hem, in 
liye, 

To shapen for liis lyf som rtmedye 210 

Diverse men diverse thinges seyden , 
Tliey argumonten, casten up and doun 
Many a subtil resoun forth they leyden, 
They speken of magik and abusioun , 

But finally, as in conclusioun, 215 

They can not seen in that non avantage, 
Ne in non other wey, save manage (119) 

Than sawe tliej ther-in swicli difficultee 
By wey of resoun, for to speke al playn, 
By-cause that ther was swich diversitee 220 
Bitwene hir bothe lawes, that they sayn. 
They tiowe ‘that no cristen prince wolde 
fayn 

Wedden his child under oure lawes swete 
That us were taught by Mahoun our 
prophete ’ 

And he answerde, rather than I lese 225 
Custance, I wol be cristned douteleos , 

I mot ben hires, I may non other chese 
I prey yow holde your arguments in 
pees , (130) 

Sayeth my lyf, and beeth noght recchelees 
To geten hir that hath my lyf in cure , 23a 
For in this wo I may not longe endure ’ 
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What nedeth gretter dilatacioun ? 

I seye, by tretis and embassadrye, 

And by the popes mediacioun, 

And al the chirche, and al the chivalrye, 
That, in destmccionn of Maumetrye, 236 
And in encrees of Cristcs la we dero, 

They ben acorded, so as ye shal here , (140) 

How that the sowdan and his baronage 
And alle his liges shnlde y-cristned be, 240 
And he shal han Custance in manage, 
And certein gold, I noot what qnantitee, 
And her-to tounden suffisant seurtee , 
This same acord was sworn on eyther syde , 
Now, faire Custance, almighty god thee 
gyde ' 245 

Now wolde som men waiten, as I gesse, 
That I shnlde tellen al the purveyance 
That th’emperour, of his grete noblesse, 
Hath shapen for his doghter dame Cus- 
tance (i«;i) 

Wei may men knowe that so gret ordin- 
ance 250 

May no man tellen in a litel clause 
As was arrayed for so heigh a cause 

Bisshopes ben shapen with hir for to 
wende, 

Lordes, ladyes, knightes of renoun, 

And other folk y-nowe, this is the ende , 
And notifyed is thurgh-out the toun 256 
That every wight, with gret devocioun, 
Shulde preyen Crist that he this manage 
Receyve in gree, and spode this viage (lOi) 

The day is comen of hir departinge, 260 
I sey, the woful day fatal is come, 

That ther may be no lenger taryinge, 

But forth ward they hem dressen, alle and 
some , 

Custance, that was with sorwe al over- 
come, 264 

Ful pale arist, and dresseth hir to wende , 
For wel she seeth ther is non other ende 

Allas ’ what wonder is it though she wepte, 
That shal be sent to strange nacioun(i7o) 
Fro freendes, that so tendrely hir kepte, 
And to be bounden under subieccioun 270 
Of oon, she knoweth not his condicioun 


Housbondes been alle gode, and han ben 
yore, 

That knowen wy ves, I dar say yow no more 

‘ Fader,’ she sayde, ‘ thy wrecched child 
Custance, 

Thy yonge doghter, fostred up so softe, 275 
And ye, my moder, my sovera3ai plesance 
Over alle thing, out taken Cnst on-lofte, 
Custance, your child, hir recomandeth 
ofte (180) 

Un-to your grace, for I shal to Surrye, 

Ne shal T never seen yow more with y6 280 

Allas ’ un-to the Barbre nacioun 
I moste anon, sin that it is your wille , 
But Crist, that starf for our redempcioun. 
So yeve me grace, his hestes to fulfille , 

I, wrecche womman, no fors though I 
spille 285 

Wommen are born to thraldom and 
penance. 

And to ben under mannes governance ’ 

I trowe, at Troye, whan Purus brak the 

wal (190) 

Or Ylion brende, at Thebes the citee, 289 
N’at Rome, for the harm thurgh Hanibal 
That Romayns hath venquisshed tymes 
three, 

Nas herd swich tendre weping for pitee 
As in the chambre was for hir departinge , 
Bot forth she moot, wher-so she wepe or 
singe 

O lirste moeving cruel firmament, 295 

With thy diurnal sweigh that crowdest ay 
And hurlest al from Est til Occident, (199) 
That naturally wolde holde another way, 
Thy crowding set the heven in swich array 
At the begmning of this fiers viage, 300 
That cruel Mars hath slayn this manage 

Infortunat ascendent tortuous. 

Of which the lord is helples falle, alias ’ 
Out of his angle in-to the derkest hous. 

O Mars, O Atazir, as in this cas ♦ 305 

O feble mone, unhappy been thy pas * 
Thou knittest thee ther thou art nat 
receyved, 

Ther thou were weel, fro thennes artow 
weyved, (*io) 
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Imprudent emperour of Rome, alias ’ ^09 
Was tlier no philosopliro in al thy toun ? 
Is no tyme bet than other in swich cas ^ 
Of viage IS ther noon eleccioun, • 

Namely to folk of heigh condicioun, 

Nat whan a rote is ot a hirthe y-knowe ? 
Allas ’ we ben to lowed or to slowe 315 

To shippe IS brought this woful faire mayde 
Solempnely, with every circumstance 
‘Now Jesu Ciisfc be with yow alle,’ she 
saj de , (220) 

Ther ms namore but ‘ farewel ' faire 
Custance ' ’ ^^19 

She peynoth hir to make good countenance, 
And forth I lete hir sayle in this manere, 
And turne I wol agayn to my matere 

The moder of the sowdan, welle of vyces, 
Espycd hath hir sones pleyn entente, 
How he wol lete his olde sacnfyces, 325 
And right anon she lor hir conseil sente , 
And they ben come, to knowe what she 
mente 

And when assembled was this folk m-fere, 
She sette hir doun, and sayde as ye shal 
here (231) 

‘ Lordes,’ quod she, ‘ye knowen everiohon, 
How that my sone in point is for to lete 331 
The holy lawes of our Alkaron, 

Yeven by goddes message Makomete 
But oon avow to grete god I hcte, 334 
The lyf shal rather out of my body sterto 
Than Makometes lawe out of myn herte ‘ 

What shulde us tyden of this newe lawe 
But thraldom to our bodies and penance ? 
And afterward m heUe to be drawe {241) 
For we reneyed Mahoun our creanoe ? 340 
But, lordes, wol ye maken assurance, 

As I shal seyn, assenting to my lore. 

And I shall make us sauf for evermore ? ' 

They sworen and assenten, every man, 344 
To live with hir and dye, and by hir stonde , 
And evench, in the beste wyse he can, 

To strengthen hir shal alle his freendes 
fonde , 

JLnd she hath this empryse y-take on 
honde, (250) 


WThich yo shal heren that I shal devyse. 
And to hem alle she spak right m this 
wyse 330 

‘ We shul first feyne us cnstendom to take, 
Cold water shal not grcve us but a lyte , 
And I shal swich a feste and revel make, 
That, as I trowe, I shal the sowdan quyte 
For though his wyf be ciistned never so 
Whyte, 333 

She shal have nede to wasshe awey the 
rede, 

Thogh she a font-ful water with hir lede ’ 

O sowdanesse, rote of imquitee, (260) 

Virago, thou Semyram the secounde, 

O serpent under feminimtee, 360 

Lyk to the serpent depe in helle y-bounde, 
O feyned womman, al that may confounde 
Vertu and innocence, thurgh thy malyce, 
Is bred m thee, as nest ot every vyce ‘ 

O Satan, envious sin thilke day 363 

That thou were chased from our heritage, 
Wei knowestow to wommen the olde way ’ 
Thou madest Eva bringe us in servage (270) 
Thou wolt fordoon this cristen manage 
Thyn instrument so, weylawey the whyle ’ 
Makestow of wommen, whan thou wolt 
begyle 371 

This sowdanesse, whom I thus blame and 
wane, 

Loet prively hir conseil goon hir way 
W’hat sholde I in this tale longer tane ^ 
She rydeth to the sowdan on a day, 373 
And seyde him, that she wolde reneyo 
lur lay. 

And t ristendom of preestes handes fonge. 
Repenting hir she hethen was so longe,(28o) 

Biseching him to doon hii that honour. 
That she moste han the ensten men to 
feste , 3 So 

‘ To plesen hem I wol do my labour ’ 

The sowdan seith, ‘ I wol don at your heste,' 
And kneling thanketh hir of that requeste 
So glad he was, he niste what to seye , 
She kiste hir sone, and hoom she gooth 
hir weye 385 

Explicit prima pars Sequitur 
pars secunda 
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Arryved ben this Cristen folk to londe, 

In Surrie, with a greet solempne route, 
And hastily tins sowdan sonto his sonde, 
JFirst to his moder, and al the regne 
aboute, (291) 

And seyde, his wyt was comen, out of 
doute, ^90 

And ijreydo hir for to rydo agayn the 
queno, 

The honoui of his regne to sustene 

(riet was the prees,and riche wis th’array 
Of Surriens and Romayns mot y-lere , 
The model of the sowdan, riche and gay, 
Recey\eth hir with al-so glad a cheie 396 
As anj moder inighte hir doghter dere, 
And to the ncxte citee ther bisyde (300) 
A softe i)as solempnely they ijde 

Noght trowe I the trmmphe of Julius, 4fx) 
Of winch that Lucan makcth swich a host, 
Was royallcr, ne more curious 
Than was th’assemblot of this blisful host 
But this scorpioun, this wikked gost, 

The sowdanosse, for al hir flateringe, 405 
Caste under this ful mortally to stinge 

The sowdan comth him-self sone after this 
feo royally, that wonder is to telle, (310) 
And welconieth hir with alle joye and blis 
And thus in merthe and joyc 1 letc hem 
dwollo 410 

The fruyt of this matere is that I telle 
Whan tyme cam, men thoughte it foi the 
beste 

Thit revel stinte, and men goon to hii 
reste 

The tyme cam, this olde sowdanesse 414 
Ordeyned hath this fcste of which I tolde, 
And to the teste Cristen folk hem dresse 
In general, ye ’ botheyongo and olde (319) 
Here may men feste and royaltoe biliolde, 
And d( vntees mo than I can yow devyse. 
But al to dere they bough te it ei they ryso 

O sodeyn wo ’ that over art successour 421 
To worldly bhsse, spreynd with bitter- 
nesse , 

Th’ ende ot the joye of our worldly labour , 
Wo occupieth the fyn of our gladnesse 
Herke this conseil for thy sikernesse, 425 


Up-on thy glade diy have in thy mmde 
The unwar wo or harm that comth bi- 
hinde 

For shortly for to tcllen at o word, (330) 
The sowdan and the Cristen eveiiclione 
Ben al to hewe and stiked at the bord, 430 
But it were only dame Custance allone 
This olde sowdanesse, cuisf d crone. 

Hath with hii freiides doon this cursed 
dede. 

For she hir-self woldo al the contree lede 

Ne ther was Surrien noon th it was con- 
verted 435 

That of the conseil of the sowdan woot, 
That he nas al to-hewe cr he asterted 
And Custance han they take anon, foot- 
hoot, (340) 

And in a shippe al sterclccs, god woot. 
They han liii set, and bidde hii Itrne 
sayle 440 

Out of Surrj e aga3 nward to Itayle 

A certein tresor that she thider ladde, 
And, sooth to sajn, vitaille gict plentee 
They han hir yeven, and clothes etk she 
haddo, 

And forth she sayleth in the salte see 445 
O my Custance, ful of benign itee, 

O emperouros yonge doghter dere, { 349) 
He that is lord of fortune bo thy stere ' 

She blesseth hir, and with ful pitous voys 
Un-to the croys of Crist thus seyde she, 

‘ O dere, o wdtul auter, holy croys, 451 
Reed of the lambes blood full of pitee, 
That wesh the world fro the olde iniquitee, 
Mo fro the feend, and fro his clawes kepo, 
That day that I shal drcnchen in the 
depe 455 

Victorious tree, proteccioun of trewe, 

That only worthy were for to here (339) 
The king of heven with his woundes newe, 
The whyte lamb, that hurt was with the 
spore, 459 

Flemer of foondes out of him and here 
On which thv limes foithfully extenden, 
Me keep, and j^if me might my lyf t’amen- 
den ’ 
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Yeres and dayes fleet this creature 
Thurghout the see of Grece un to the 
Btrayte 

Of Marrok, as it was hir aventure , 465 

On many a soiy meel now may she bayte , 
After her deeth ful often may she wayte, 
Er that the wilde wawes wol hir dryve 
Un-to the place, ther she shal arryve (371) 

Men mighten asken why she was not 
slayn ? 470 

Eek at the feste who mighte hir body save ? 
And I answeie to that demaunde agayn, 
Who saved Daniel in the horrible cave, 
Ther every wight sa\e he, maister and 
kna\ e, 474 

Was with the looun frete er he astorte ^ 
No wight but god, that he bar in his herte 

God liste to shewe his wonderful miracle 
In hir, for we sholde seen his mighty 

werkes , (380) 

Cnst, which that is to eve ry harm triaclc, 
By certein mt nes ofto, as knowen clerkes. 
Doth thing for certein ende that ful 
derk is 481 

To mannes wit, that for our ignorance 
Ne conne not knowe his prudent pur- 
veyance 

Now, sith she was not at the feste y-slawe. 
Who kepte hir fro the drenching in the 
see ? 485 

Who kepte Jonas in the fisshes mawe 
Til he was spouted up at Ninivee ? 

Wei may men knowe it was no wight 
but he (390) 

That kepte peple Ebraik fro hir drench- 
inge. 

With diye feet thurgh-out the see pass- 
fnge. 490 

Who bad the foure spirits of tempest, 
That power han t’anoyen land and see, 
‘Bothe north and south, and also west 
and est, 

Anoyeth neither see, ne land, ne tree ?* 
Sothly, the comaundour of that was he. 
That fro the tempest ay this vomman 
kepte 496 

As wel whan [that] she wook as whan she 
Blepte. 


Wher mighto this womman mete and 
drinke have ? (400) 

Three yeer and more how lasteth hir 
vitaiUe ? 499 

Who fedde the Egipcien Mane in the cave, 
Or in desert? no wight but Crist, sans 
faille 

Fyve thousand folk it was as gret mer- 
vaille 

With loves fyve and fisshes two to fede 
God sente Ins foison at hir grete nede 

She dryveth forth in to our occean ^05 
Tliurgh-out our wilde see, til, atte lastc. 
Under an hold that nempnen I ne can, 
Fer in Northumberlond the wawe hir 
caste, (410) 

And in the sond hir ship stikcd so faste, 
That thennes wolde it noght of al a tyde, 
The wille of Crist was that she shulde 
abyde ^1 1 

The constable of the castol doun is fare 
To seen this wrak, and al the ship he 
soghte. 

And fond this wery womman ful of care , 
He fond also the tresor that she broghte 
In hir langage mercy she bisoghte «^i6 
The lyf out of hir body for to twinne, (419) 
Hit to delivere of wo that she was inne 

A maner Latin corrupt was hir speche, 
But algates ther-by was she understonde , 
The constable, whan him list no lenger 
seche, ^21 

This woful womman broghte he to the 
londe , 

She kneleth doun, and thanketh goddes 
sonde 

But what she was, she wolde no man seye, 
For foul ne fair, thogh that she shulde 
deyo 525 

She seyde, she was so inased in the see 
That she forgat hir minde, by hir trouthe , 
The constable hath of hir so greet pitee, 
And eek his wyf, that they wepen for 
louthe, (431) 529 

She was so dihgent, with-outen slouthe, 
To serve and pleson everich in that place, 
That aUe hir I03 en that loken on hir face 
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Tins constable and dame Hermengild bis 
wyf 

Were pavens, and that contree every- 
where , 

But Hermengild lovede hir right as hir 

lyf, 

And Custance hath so longe sojourned 
there, 

In orisons, with many a bitter tere, 

Til Jesu hath convei*ted thurgh his grace 
Dame Hermengild, constablesse of that 
place (441) 5^9 

In al that lond no Cristen durste route, 
Alle Cristen folk ben fled fro that contree 
Thurgh payens, that conquereden al 
aboute 

The plages of the North, by land and see , 
To Walls fled the Cristianitee 
Of olde Britons, dwellinge in this yle , 545 
Ther was hir refut for the mene whyle 

But yet nere Cristen Britons so exyled(449) 
That ther nere sommo that in hir pnvetee 
Honoured Crist, and hothen folk bigyled , 
And ny the castol swiche ther dwelten 
three 5So 

That oon of hem was blind, and mighte 
nat see 

But it were with thilke yfen of his minde. 
With whiclie men seen, after that they 
ben blinde 

Bright was the sonne as in that someres 
day, 5‘;4 

For which the constable and his wyf also 
And Custance han y take the righte way 
Toward the see, a furlong wey or two. 

To pleyen and to romen to and fro , (460) 
And in hir walk tins blinde man they 
mette SSq 

Croked and old, with yen faste y-shette 

‘In name of Crist,’ cryde this blmdo 
Britoun, 

‘ Dame Hermengild, yif me my sighte 
agayn ’ 

This lady wex aff rayed of the soun, 

Lest that hir housbond, shortly for to 
sayn, 

Wolde hir for Jesu Cnstes love han slayn. 


Til Custance made hir bold, and bad hir 
worche 566 

The wil of Crist, as doghter of his chirche 

The constable wex abasshed of that sight, 
And soyde, ‘ what amounteth al this faro ? ’ 
Custance answer de, ‘sire, it is Cnstes 
might, (47^) 570 

That heljieth folk out of the feondes snare ’ 
And so ferforth she gan our 1 ly declare, 
That she the constable, er that it were eve, 
Converted, and on Crist made him bileve 

This constable was no-thmg lord of this 
place (477) 575 

Of which I speke, ther he Custance fond, 
But kepte it strongly, many wmtres space. 
Under Alla, king of al Northumberlond, 
That was ful wys, and worthy of his bond 
Agayn the Sc ottes, as men may wel here, 
But turne I wol agayn to my matere 581 

Sathan, that ever us waitoth to bigyle, 
Saugh of Custance al hir perfeccioun. 
And caste anon how he mighte (piyte hir 
whyle. 

And made a yong knight, that dwelte in 
that toun, 585 

Love hir so hoto, of foul affeccioun. 

That verraily him thoughte he shulde 
spille (489) 

But he of liir mighte ones have his wille 

Ho ivoweth hir, but it availleth noght. 
She wolde do no sinne, by no weye , 590 

And, for despyt, he compassed in hia 
thoght 

To maken hir on shamful de^h to deye 
He wayteth whan the constable was aweye, 
And prively, up-on a night, he crepte spq 
In Hermongildes chambre whyl she slepte 

Wery, foi -waked m her orisouns, 

Slepeth Custance, and Hermengild also 
This knight, thurgh Sathanas tempt a- 
ciouns, ($ 00 ) 

Al softoly is to the bed y-go. 

And kitte the throte of Hermengild a-two. 
And leyde the blody knyf by dame 
Custance, 601 

And wente his wey, ther god yeve him 
meschance ’ 



484 


B ^$4 of (Wrtn of MawO. [t 5033-5095, 


gone after comth this constable boom 
agayn, 

And eek Alla, that king was of that lond, 
And saugh his wyt despitonsly y-slayn, 605 
For whic h lul otto he weep and wrong his 
hond, 

And in the bed the blody kiiyf he fond 
By dame Ciistance , alias ’ what mighte 
she seye i* (510) 

For verray wo hir wit was al aweye 

To king Alla w as told al this meschance, 
And eek the tyme, and where, and in 
whatwyse 61 1 

That in a ship was foundcn dame Custanc e. 
As heer-bitorn that ye han heid devyse 
The kinges herte of pitee gan agryse, 

Wli in he saugh so benigne a cieatmebi'; 
Falle 111 disese and in misaventuie 

For as the lomb towaid liis deeth is broght, 
go stant this innocent bifore the king , 
Tins false knight that hath this tresoun 
wioght (1521) 

Berth hir on hond that she hath doon 
this thing 620 

^But natlielecs, ther was [ful] gieet 
mooining 

Among the peple, and seyn, ‘ they can not 
gesse 

That she hath doon so greet a wikked- 
nesse 62^ 

For they han seyn hir ever so vertuous. 
And loving Hermengild right as her lyi ’ 
Ot this bar witnesso e\erich in that hous 
fea\e he that Heimengild slow with his 
knyf 

Tins gentil king hath caught a gi et motyf 
Ot this witnesse, uid thoghte he wolde 
enquero 

Depper in this, a trouthe loi to Icre 630 

Allas ’ Custance ' thou hast no champioun. 
No fighte canstow nought, so wcylawey ’ 
But he, that start for our redemjicioun 
And bond Sathan (and yit lyth ther he 

i^y) 

So be thy stronge champioun this day ’ 635 
For, but-if Crist open miracle kythe, 
Withouten gilt thou shalt be slayn as 
swythe 


^he sette her doun on knees, and thus 
she sayde, (540) 

‘ Immortal god, that savedest Susanne 
Fro false blame, and thou, merciful 
mayde, 640 

Mary I mene, doghter to Seint Anne, 
Bifore whos child aungeles singe Osanne, 
If I be giltlees of this telonye. 

My soGoui be, for elles I shal dye ’ ’ 644 

Have ye nat sevn som tyme a pale face. 
Among a prees, of him that hath be lad 
Toward his deeth, wher-as him gat no 
grace. 

And swich a colour in his face hath had. 
Men mighte knowe his face, tliat was 
bistad, 

Amonges alle the fact s m that route o^o 
feo stant Custance, and loketh hir aboute 

O queues, livinge in piosperitee. 
Duchesses, and ye ladies evcrichonc, 
Haveth som rout he on hir adversitec , 

An empcrouris doghter stant allone , 0^5 
Slie hath no wight to whom to make hii 
mone 

0 blood ro>al, that stondest in this drede, 
Fer ben thy treendes at thy greto nedc ’ 

Tins All\ king hath swich compassioun, 
As gcntil heite is tultild of pitee, (1562) 060 
That from his yen ran the water doun 
‘ Now hastily do fcccho a book,’ quod ho, 

‘ And if this knight wol sweren how that 
she 

This womman slow, jet wolo we us avjso 
Wliom that we wolo that shal ben our 
justysc ’ O65 

A Briton book, writen with Evangyles, 
Was fet, and on this book he swoor anoon 
She gilty was, and m the mene whylcs 
A hand him smoot upon the nekko-boon. 
That doun he fil atones as a stoon, (^72) 670 
And bothe his yen broste out of his face 
In sight of every body in that place 

A vois was herd in general audience, 

And seydo, ‘ thou hast dosciaundred 
gilteleos 

The doghter of holy chirche in hey 
presence , 67^5 
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Thus hastou doon, and yet holde I my 
poes ’ 

Of this mervaille agast was al the prees , 
As mased folk they stoden overichone, (580) 
For drede of wreche, save Custance allone 

Greet was the drede and eok the repent- 
ance 680 

Of hem that hadden wrong suspcccioun 
Upon this sely innocent Custance , 

And, for this miracle, m conclusioun, 
And by Custances mediacioun, 

The king, and many another in that 
place, 685 

Coiwertod was, thanked be Cnstes grace' 

This false knight was slayn for his un- 
trouthe 

By jugement of Alla hastifly , (^9<>) 

And yet Custance hadde of his det th gret 
routhe 

And after this Jesus, of his mercy, 690 

Made Alla wedden ful solemi)nely 
This holy mayden, th it is so bright and 
shone. 

And thus hath Crist y-maad Custance 
a queue 

But who was woful, if I shal nat lye, 

Of this wedding but Donegild, and n \ mo, 
The kinges moder, ful of tirannye ? 696 

Hir thoughto hir cursed herte brast a-two , 
She wolde noght hir sone had do so , (600) 
Hir thoughto a despit, that he sholde take 
So stiange a creature un-to his make 700 

Me list nat of the chaf nor of the stree 
Maken so long a tale, as of the com 
What sholde I tellen of the royaltee 
At manage, or which cours gooth bifora, 
Who bloweth in a trompe or in an horn 
The fmit of o\ cry tale is for to seye , 706 
They cte, and dnnke, and daunce, and 
singe, and pleyo 

Tliev goon to bedde, as it was skile and 
right , (bio) 

ior, thogh that wyves been ful holy 
thinges. 

They moste take in pacience at night 710 
Swich manor nocessaiies as been plesingcs 
To folk that han y-wodded hem with 
ringes, 
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And leye a lyte hir holinesse asyde 
As loi the tymo , it may no bet bityde 

On hir ho gat a knave-child anoon, 715 
And to a bishop and his constable eke 
He took his w yf to kepe, whan he is goon 
To Scotland-ward, his fo men for to seke , 
Now fairo Custance, that is so humble 
and meke, (621) 

So longe IS goon with childe, til that stille 
She halt hir chambre, abyding Cristes 
wille 7_ I 

Tlie tyme is come, a knave-child she her , 
Mauncius at the font stoon they him calle 
This constable dooth forth come a mcs- 
sager. 

And 'wroot un-to his king, that cleped 
'vi IS Alle, 725 

How that this blisful tyding is bifalle. 
And otlicre tydings speedful for to seye , 
He tak’th the lettre, and forth he gooth 
his wcye (630) 

This messager, to doon his a\antage, 729 
Un-to the kinges moder rydeth swythe, 
And salueth hir ful faire in his langage, 

‘ Mad ime,’ quod he, ‘ ye may be glad and 
blytho. 

And thanke god an hundred thousand 
sythe , 

My lady queue hath child, with-outen 
douto, 734 

To joye and bhsso of al this regne aboute 

Lo, lieer the lettres seled of this thing, 
That I mot here with al the haste I mav 
If ye wol aught un-to your sone the king, 
I am your servant, bothe night and day ’ 
Donegild answerdo, ‘ as now at this tyme, 
nay , (042) 740 

But heer al night I wol thou take tliy 
leste, 

Tomorw o av ol I sej e thee what me leste ’ 

This messager drank sadly ale and wyn, 
And stolen were his lettres prively 
Out of his box, whyl he sleep as a swyn 
And countrefeted was ful subtilly 740 
Another lettre, wioght ful sinfully, 

Un-to the king direct of this matere (630) 
Fro his constable, as ve shul alter here 
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The lettre spak, ‘ the queen dehvered was 
Of so horrible a feendly creature, 751 
That in the castel noon so hardy was 
That any whyle dorste thor endure 
The moder was an elf, by aventure 
Y-come, by charmes or by sorcerye, 7^5 
And every wight hatoth hir companye ’ 

Wo was this king whan he this lettre 
had seyn, ( 6 «;g) 

But to no wighte he tolde his sorwes sore, 
But of his owene honde he wroot ageyn, 

‘ Welcome the sonde of Ciist for evermore 
To me, that am now lerned in his lore , 761 
Iiord, welcome be thy lust and thy 
plesaunce. 

My lust I putte al in thyn ordmannce ’ 

Kepeth this child, al be it foul or fair, 
And eek my wyf, un-to mjm hoom- 
cominge , 765 

Crist, whan him List, may sende me an 
heir 

More agreable than this to my lykinge ’ 
This lettre he seleth, prively wepinge, (670) 
Which to the messager was take sone, 
And forth he gooth , ther is na more to 
done 770 

O messager, fulfild of dronkenesse, 

Strong IS thy breeth, thy limes faltren ay, 
And thou biwreyest alle secreenesse 
Thy mind is lorn, thou janglest as a jay. 
Thy face is turned m a newo array ' 775 

Ther dronkenesse regneth in any route, 
Ther is no consoil hid, with-outcn doute 

O Donegild, I ne have noon English digne 
Un-to thy malice and thy tirannye ’ (681) 
And therfor to the feend I thee resigne, 
Let him endyten of thy traitorye » 781 

IV, mannish, fy » o nay, by god, I lye, 

Fy, feendly spirit, for I dar wel telle, 
Though thou heer walke, thy spirit is in 
helle ' 784 

This messager comth fro the king agayn. 
And at the kinges modres court he lighte. 
And she was of this messager ful fayn, 
And plesed him in al that over she 
irnghte (690) 

He drank, and wel his girdel under- 

pighte 


He slepeth, and he snoreth in his gyse 790 
Al night, f un-til the sonne gan aryse 

Eft were his lettres stolen everichon 
And countrefeted lettres m this wyse , 

‘ The king comandeth his constable anon, 
Up peyne of hanging, and on heigh juyse, 
That he ne sholde sufFren in no wyse 796 
Custance in-with Ins regno for t’abyde 
Thre dayes and a quarter of a tyde , (700) 

But in the same ship as he hir fond, 

Hir and hir yonge sone, and al hir gere. 
He sholde putte, and croude hir fro the 
lond, 801 

And charge hir that she never eft come 
there ’ 

O my Custance, wel may thy goost have 
fere 

And sloping in thy dreem been in penance. 
When Donegild caste al this ordinance ’ 

This messager on morwe, whan he wook, 
Un-to the castel halt the nexto wey, (709) 
And to the constable ho the lettre took , 
And whan that he this pi tons lettre sey, 
Ful ofte ho seyde ‘ alias ’ ’ and ‘ wcy- 
lawey » ’ 8io 

‘ Lord Crist,’ quod he, ‘ how may this 
world endure ? 

So ful of sinne is many a creature ’ 

O mighty god, if that it be thy wdle, 

Sith thou art rightful juge, how may it be 
That thou wolt sufFren innocents to spille. 
And wikked folk regne in prospentee? 816 
O good Custance, alias ' so wo is me 
That I mot be thy tormentour, or deye 
On shames deeth , ther is noon other 
weye” (pi) 

Wepen bothe yonge and olde in al that 
place, 820 

Whan that the kmg this cursed lettre 
sente, 

And Custance, with a deedly pale face. 
The ferthe day toward hir ship she wento 
But natheles she taketh m good entente 
The wille of Crist, and, kneling on the 
stronde, 825 

She seyde, ‘lord* ay wel-com be thy 
sonde ! 
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He that me kepte fro the false blame 
Whyl I was on the londe amonges yow, 

He can me kepo from harme and eek fro 
shame (731) 

In salte see, al thogh I see nat how 830 j 
As strong as ever he was, he is yet now I 
In him triste I, and in his moder dere, 
That IS to me my seyl and eek my store ’ ' 

Hir litel child lay wepmg in hir arm, 834 
And kneling, pitously to him she seyde> 
‘Pees, litel sone, I wol do thee non 
harm ’ 

With that hir kerehcf of hir heed she 
bre-y de, 

And over his litel yen she it leyde , (740) 
And in hir arm she lulleth it tul taste, 
And in-to hoven hir ytin np she caste 840 

‘Moder,’ quod she, ‘and majdo bright, 
Marj 0, 

Sooth is that thurgh wommannes cgge- 
mcnt 

Mankind was lorn and damned ay to dye, 1 
For which thy child was on a cro^s j- I 
rent , | 

Thy blisful y6n sawo al his torment , 845 
Than is ther no comparisoun bitweno 
Thj^ wo and an;y wo man may sustene 

Tliou sawe thy child y-slayn bifor thyn 
yen, (750) 

And yet now liveth my litel child, parfay ’ 
Now, lady bright, to whom alle woful 
cryen, 850 

Thou glorio of wommanhede, thou faire 
may, 

Thou haven of refut, brighte sterre of day, 
Kewe on my child, that of thy gontiUesse 
Kewest on every rewful in distresse ’ 

0 litel child, alias ’ what is thy gilt, 833 
That never wroughtest sinne as yet, 
pardee, 

Wliy wil thyn harde fader han thee spilt? 

0 mercy, dere constable ’ ’ quod she , (760) 
‘As lat my litel child dwelle heer with 
thee , 

And if thou darst not saven him, for 
blame, 860 

So kis him ones in his fadres name ’ ’ 


Ther-with she loketh bakward to the 
londe. 

And seyde, ‘far-wel, housbond routhe- 
lees ’ ’ 

And up she rist, and walkcth doun the 
stronde 

Toward the ship , hir folweth al the prees, 
And ever she preyetli hir child to holde 
his pees , 866 

And taketh hir leve, and with an holy 
entente 

She blesseth hir , and in to ship she 
wente (770) 

Vitailled was the ship, it is no drede, 
Habundantl^ for hir, ful longe space, 870 
And other necessaries that sholde nede 
She hadde v-nogh, hened be goddes grace ’ 
For wind and weder almighty god pur- 
chace. 

And biinge hir boom ’ I can no bottre 
seye , 874 

But in the see she drjrv eth forth hir weye 

Explicit secunda pars 
Sequitur pars tercia 

Alla the king comth hoom, sone after this, 
Unto his castol of the which I tolde, (779) 
And axeth wher his wj f and his child is 
The constable gan aboute his herte colde. 
And pleynly al the maner he him tolde 880 
As ve ban herd, I can telle it no bettre. 
And sheweth the king his seel and [eek] 
his lettre. 

And seyde, ‘ lord, as ve comaunded me 
Up peyne of deeth, so have I doon, certein ’ 
This messager tormented was til he 885 
Moste biknowe and tellen, plat and plein. 
Fro night to night, in what place he had 
leyn 

And thus, by wit and subtil enquermge, 
Ymagined was by whom this harm gan 
springe (791) 

The hand was knowe that the lettre wroot. 
And al the venim of this cursed dede, 891 
But in what wyse, certeinly I noot 
Th’effect is this, that Alla, out of drede, 
His moder slow, that men may pleinly 
rede. 
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For that she traitonr was to hir hgeatince 
Thus endeth olde Doncgild with mes- 
chatmce 896 

The sorwe that this Alla, night and day, 
Maketh foi liis wyf and for his child also, 
Ther is no tonge that it telle may (801) 
But now wol I un-to Custance go, 900 
That fleteth in the see, in peyne and wo, 
Fy\e yeer and more, as lyked Cristts 
sonde, 

Er tliat hir ship approched un-to londe 

Vnder an hethen castel, attc laste, 

Of -vs Inch the name in my text noglit 
I linde, 905 

Cnstance and eek hir child the see up- 
caste 

\lmight j god, that sa^ oth al mankmde, 
Have on Custance and on hir child som 
minde, (810) 

That f illen is in hethen la id c ft sone, 909 
In point to spille, as I sliol telle j ow sone 

Doun from the cast el comth ther mxny 
a wight 

To gauren on this ship and on Custance 
But shortly, from the custel, on a night, 
The lordes st-s^waid — god yeve him mes- 
chaunce * — 914 

A theef, that had reneyed our creaunce, 
Com in-to ship allone, and seyde he sholde 
Hir Icmman he, wher-so she wolde or 
nolde (819) 

Wo was this wrecched -womman tho higon, 
Hir child cr\dc, and she cryde pitously , 
But bhsful Mai le heelp Inr right anon , 
For with hir stnighng wel and mightily 
The theef ill over bord al socloinly, 922 
And m the see he dreynte for vengeance , 
And thus hath Crist unwemmed kept 
Custance 

Auctor 

O foule lust of luxui le ’ lo, tli> n ende ’ 
Nat only that thou feyntest mannes 
minde, 926 

But verraily thou wolt his body shende , 
Th’ende of thy werk or of thy lustes 
blinde (830) 

Is compleymng, how many oon may men 
finde 


That noght for werk som-tyme, but for 
th ^entente 930 

To doon this smne, ben outher sleyn or 
shento ’ 

How may this wayke womman han this 
strengthe 

Hir to defende agayn this renegat ? 

0 Gohas, unmesurablo of lengthe. 

How mighte David make thee so mat, 935 
So yong and of armure so desolat ? 

How dorste he loke up-on thy dredf ul face ? 
Wcl may men seen, it nas but goddes 
grace ’ (840) 

Who yaf Tudith corage or hardinesso 
To sleen him, Olofernus, in his tente, 940 
And to deliveren out of wiecchednesse 
The peple of god ? I seye, for this entente, 
That, right as god spirit of vigour sente 
To hem, and saved hem out of meschance, 
So sente he might and vigour to Custance 

Forth goth hii ship thurgh-out the narwe 
mouth 946 

Of Tubaltir and Septe, dryvmg ay, 
Som-tyme West, som-tymo North and 
South, (850) 

And som tymo Est, ful many a wery 
d ty , 

Til Cristes moder (blessed be she ay ’) 930 
Hath shapen, thurgli hir endolees good 
nesse. 

To make an ende of al hir hevinesse 

Now lat us stinte of Custance but a th rowe. 
And speke we of the Romain Fmperour, 
That out of Surrie hath by lettres knowo 
The slaughtre of Cristen folk, and dis- 
honour 956 

Don to his cloghtor by a fals traitour, 

1 mene the cursed wilcked sowdanesse. 
That at the feste leet sleen both more and 

lease (861) 

For which this emperour hath sent anoon 
His senatour, with royal ordinance, 961 
And othere lordes, got wot, many oon, 

On Surrions to taken heigh vengeance 
They brennen, sleen, and bnnge hem to 
meschance 
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Ful many a day, but shortly, this is 
the ende, 96«) 

Homward to Home they shapcn hem to 
wciidc 

This senatour repaireth with victorie 
To Rome-ward, sayhng ful royally, (870) 
And mctte the ship dryving, xs seith the 
stone, 

In which Custaiice sit ful pitously 070 
Ro-thing ne knew he whit she was, nc 
why 

She w IS m swich arrxy , no she nil scye 
Of hir cbtaat, xlthogh she sholdc deye 

He bringeth liir to Rome, and to his wyf 
He yaf hir, and hir yongc sonc also , 

And with the senatour she 1 iddc her lyf 
Thus can our lady biingen out of wo (870) 
Woful Custance, xnd many another mo 
And longe tyme dwclU d she in th xt ixlaci , 
In holy werkes e\ ei , as \n as hir grace 980 

The sonatoures w\ f hii aunte was, 

But for al th it she knew hir never the 
moie , 

I wol no lengor tarion in this c is, 

But to king Alla, which I spak of yore. 
That for his wyf 'wepeth and syketh 
son , 

I wol letourno, and hto I wol Custance 
Under the senxtourcs governance 

King Alla, which that hadde his modei 
si ij- n, (S90) 

Upon a day fil in swich repent mce. 

That, if I shortly tollon sh il ind plain, 990 
To Rome he comth, to rcceyven his 
penance , 

And putte him 111 the i)opes oidinance 
In heigh and low, and Jesu Crist bisoghte 
Foryeve his wikked werkes that he 
wroghto 994 

The f xme anon thurgh Romo toun is born. 
How Alla king shal come in inlgrimage, 
By hcrbeigeours that wenten him biforn , 
For which the senatour, as was usage, (900) 
Rood him age3Ui, and many of his linage, 
As wol to shewen his heighe magnificence 
As to don any king a reverence 1001 


Greet cheie dooth this noble senatour 
To king Alla, and he to him ilso , 

Evorich of hem doth other greet honour , 
And so bifel that, in a day or tv o, 1005 
This senatour is to king Alla go 
To feste, and sliortR, if I shal nat lye, 
Custances sone wente in Ins comi) inye 

&om men wolde seyn, at requeste of 
Custance, (911) 

This senatour hath lad this child to feste , 
I may nat tellcn every circumstance, ion 
Be as be may, ther was he at the leste 
But soth IS this, that, at his modres lieste, 
Bifom Alla, during the metes space, 

The child stood, loking in the kiiiges face 

Tins Alla king hath of this child greet 
wonder, 1016 

And to the senatour ho seyde anon, 

‘ Wlios IS that fan e child that stoiidcth 
j^onder ’ ’ (9^0) 

‘ I noot,’ quod he, ‘ by god, and by seint 
John ’ 1019 

A moder he hath, but fader hxth he non 
That I of woot ’ — but shortly, 111 i stounde, 
He tolde Alla how that this child was 
founde 

‘ But god wot,’ quod this senatour also, 

‘ So yertuous a livere in my lyf, 1024 

No siugh I never as she, no herdo of mo 
Of worldly wommt n, mayden, nor of wyf, 
I dar wcl sevn hir hadde lover a knyf 
Thurgh out her breste, than been a worn- 
man wikke , (930) 

Ther is no man coude brmge hir to that 
prikkc ’ 

Now was this child ns l>k uii to Custance 
As iiossible IS a creature to be 103 1 

This Alla hath the face 111 remembrani e 
Of dame Custance, and ther-on mused he 
If that the clnldes moder were aught she 
That was his wyf, and prively he sighte, 
And spedde him fro the table that he 
mighte 1036 

‘ Parfaj ,’ thoglite he, ‘ fantome is in myn 
heed ’ 

I oghte deme, of skilful jugement, (94^) 
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That in the salte see my yvyf is deed ’ 

And afterward he made his argument — 
‘What woot I, if that Crist have hidor 
y-sent 1041 

My wyf by sec, as wel as ho hir sente 
To my contrce iro thennes that she 
•\\ ente ^ ’ 

And, after noon, hoom with the senatour 
Goth Alla, for to seen this wonder chaunce 
This senatonr dooth Alla gieet honour. 
And hastiflv he sente after Custaunce 
But trustetli weel, hir liste nat to daunce 
Whan that she wiste wherefor was that 
sonde (951) 1049 

Unnethe np-on hir feet she mighte stonde 

Wlicn Alla saugh Ins \vyf, faire he hir 
grette. 

And weep, that it was routlie for to sec 
For at the firste look lie on hii sette 
He know wel verraily that it was she 
And she for sorwo as domb stant as a tree , 
So was hir herte shot in hii distresse 1056 
Whan she 1 emembred his unkmdenesse 

Twyes she swow ned in Ins o-svne sightc , 
He weep, and him excuseth pitously — 

‘ Now god,’ quod he, ‘ and alle his halwes 
brighte (9^2) 1060 

So wisly on my soule as have mercy. 

That of your liarm as gdtelees am I 
As IS Maurice my gone so lyk your face , 
Elies the fecnd me feccho out of this place ’ ’ 

Long was the sobbing and the bitter peyne 
Er that Inr woful liertes mighte cesse , 
Greet was the pitee for to here hem pleyne, 
Thurgh -uhiche pleintes gan hir wo en- 
cresse (970) 

I prey yo'u al my labour to rclesse , 

1 may nat telle Inr wo un-til tomorwe, 1070 
I am so wery for to speke of sorwe 

But fy nally, when that the sooth is wist 
That Alla giltelces was of hir wo, 

I trowe an hundred tymes been they kist, 
And swich a blisse is ther bitwix hem two 
That, save the joye that lasteth evermo, 
Ther is non lyk, that any creature 1077 
Hath seyn or shal, whyl that the world 
may dure (980) 


Tho preyde she hir housbond mekely. 

In relief of hir longe pitous pyne, 1080 
That he wold preye hir fader specially 
That, of his magcstee, he wolde enclyne 
To vouch e-sauf som day with him to djme , 
She preyde him eeK, he sholde by no weye 
Ln-to hir fadei no word of hii seye 1085 

Som men wold seyn, how th it the child 
Maui ice 

Doth this message un-to this cmporour , 
But, as I gesse, Alla was nat so nyce (990) 
To him, that was of so soveieyn honour 
As he that is of Cristen folk tho flour, 1090 
Sente any child, but it is bet to demo 
He wente him-self, and so it may wel seme 

Tins emperoui hath gi aunted gentilly 
To come to diner, as ho him bisoghto , 
And wel rede I, ho loked bisily 1095 

Up-on this child, and on his doghter 
thoghte 

Alla goth to his in, and, as linn oghtc, 
Arrayed for tins festo in every wy&o (1000) 
As ferforth as his conning may suffyse 

The morwe cam, and Alla gan him dresse, 
4 nd eek Ins wyf, this empeiour to mete , 
And forth they ryde in joye and in glad- 
nesbo 1 102 

\nd whan she saugh hir fader in the strete, 
She lighte doun, and falleth him to fete 
‘ Fader,’ quod she, ‘ your yonge child 
Custance 1 105 

Is now ful clene out of your remembrance 

I am your doghter Custance,’ quod she, 

‘ That whylom ye han sent un-to Surry e 
It am I, fader, that m the salte see (loii) 
Was put allone and dampned for to dye 
Now, godo fader, mercy I yow crye, ini 
Send me namoro un-to non hethencsse. 
But thonketh my lord heer of his kinde- 
nesse ’ 

Who can the pitous joye tellen al 
Bitwix hem three, sin they ben thus 
y-mette? 1115 

But of my tale make an ende I shal , 

The day goth faste, I wol no longer lette 
This glade folk to diner they hem sette , 
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In joye and blisse at mete I lete hem 
d Welle 1119 

A thousand fold wel more than I can telle 

This child Maurice was sithcn emperour 
Maad hy the pope, and lived Cristenlv 
To Cnstos chirche he dide greet honour , 
But I lete al his stone passon by, 

Of Custance is my tale specially 1125 
In olde Romayn gestes may men findo 
Maurices lyf , I bero it noght in minde 

This king Alla, whan ho his tymesey, (10^0) 
With his Custance, his holy wyf so swete. 
To Engelond been the;y come the righte 
■wey, 1130 

Wlier-as they li\o in joye and in quieto 
But litel whyl it lasteth, I yow hete, 

Joye of this world, for tyme wol nat 
ab\ do , 

Fro daj to night it changeth as the tyde 

Who li\ed ever in swicli delyt o day 1135 
That him ne moeved outhor conscience. 
Or ire, or talent, or som km afiray, (loy)) 
Envye, or piyde, or passion, or offence ? 

I ne seye but for this ende this sentence, 
That litel whyl m joye or in plesanco 1 140 
Lasteth the blisse of Alla with Custance 


For deeth, that taketh of heigh and low 
his rente, 

When passed was a yeer, even as I gesse, 
Out of this world this king All'^ he honte, 
hor whom Custance hath ful gret he\i- 
nesse 1145 

Now lat us preyen god his soule blesse ' 
And dame Custance, fynally to seye. 
Towards the toun of Rome gooth hir weye 

To Rome is come this holy creature, (1051) 
And fyndeth ther hir frendes hole and 
sounde iiso 

Now IS she scaped al hir aventure , 

And whan that she hir fader hath y-founde, 
Bonn on hir knees falleth she to grounde , 
Weping for tendrenesse in herte blythe, 
She ho noth god an hundred thousand 
sythe 1155 

In vertu and in holy almos-dede (1038) 
They liven alle, and never a-sonder wende , 
Til deeth departed hem, this lyf they lede 
Andfareth now weel, my tale is at an ende 
Now Jesu Crist, that of his might may 
sende 1160 

Toye after wo, governe us in his grace. 
And kope us alle that ben in this place ’ 
Amen 


Here endeth the Tale of the Man of Lawe , and next folweth the 
Shipmannes Prolog 


For 1 55S3 in Tyrwhitt s Te\t, see Group D, L i 
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THE SHIPMAN’S PROLOGUE 


Here biginneth the Shipmannes Prolog 
Tn Tyrwhitt’s text, ll 12903-12924 


Our lioste iip-on his stiropes stood 
anon, 

And seydc, ‘good men, herltnttli eveiich 
on , 

This was a thrifty tale for the nones * 1163 
Sir parish prest,’ quod he, ‘lor goddes 
bones, 

Tel ns a tale, as was thy forward yore 
I see wel that ye lerned men in loro 
Can mocho good, by goddes digniteo ' ’ 
ThoPersonehimanswerde, ‘ hen'etfe^ 1170 
What eyleth the man, so sinfully to 
swere’’ 

Our hoste answerde, ‘ O J uikin, be 3 e 
there ? (10) 

I smelle a loUor in the wind,’ quod he 
‘How’ good men,’ quod our hoste, ‘htrk- 
ncth me , 


Abydeth, for goddes digne passioun, 1175 
For we slial han a predicacioun , 

This loller heer wil prochen us som-what ’ 
‘ Nay, by my fader soule ’ that shal be 
nat,’ 

Seyde the Shipman , ‘ heer he shal nat 
preche. 

He sh ll no gospel gloson heer ne teche 1 180 
We leve alle in the grote god,’ quod he , 

‘ He wolde sowen som difficultee, (-0) 
Oi springcn cokkcl in our c leno corn , 
And therfor, hoste, I w xrne thcc biforn, 
My joly body shal a talc telle, 1185 

And I slial clinken yow so mery a beUe, 
That I shal waken al this companyo , 

But it shal nat ben of philosophye, 

Ne \phynce 8 , no termes queinte of lawe , 
Ther is but litel Latin in my mawe ’ 1190 


Here endeth the Shipman his Prolog 


TPIE SHIPMANNES TALE 


Here biginneth the 

A March ANT whylom dwelled at Semt 
Denys, 

That riche was, for which men holde him 
wys , 

A wyf he hadde of excellent beautec. 

And compaignable and revclous was she , 
Which IS a thing that causeth more 
dispenco 1195 

Than worth is al the chere and reverence 
That men hem doon at festes and at 
daunces , 

Swiche salutaciouns and oontenaunces 
Fassen as dooth a shadwe up on the wal 


Shipmannes Tale 

But wo is him that payen moot for al , i2(x) 
The scly liousbond, algate he mot payc , 
He moot us clothe, and he moot us 
arraye, (12) 

Al for his oweno worship richely. 

In which array wo daunce jolily 1.04 
And if that he noght may, par-aventure. 
Or elles, list no swich dispence endure, 
But thmketh it is wasted and y-lost. 
Than moot another payen for our cost, 

Or lene us gold, and that is perilous 
This noble M archant heeld a wortliy 
hous, (20) 1210 
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For which he hadde alday so greet repair 
For his largesse, and for his wyf was fair, 
That wonder is , but herkncth to my tale 
Amongcs alle his gestos, greto and smalo, 
Ther was a monk, a fair man and a bold, 
I trowe of thritty winter ho was old, i 16 
That ever in oon was drawing to that place 
Tins yonge monk, that was so fair of face, 
Aqueinted was so with the godo man, 

Sith that hir firste knoweliche bigan, 1220 
That in his hous as famulier was he (31) 
As it possible IS any freend to bo 
And for as muchel as this gode man 
And eek this monk, of which that I bigan. 
Were bothe two y-born in o village, 1223 
The monk him claimoth as for cosinage , 
And ho again, he seith nat ones n iv, 

But was as glad ther-of as fowcl of day , 
For to his herte it was a greet plesaunce 
Thus been tho5^ kmt with cterne alliaunce, 
And ech of hem gan other for t’assure 1231 
Of bretherhede, whyl that hir lyf may 
dure (42) 

Free was daun John, and namely of 
dispence, 

As in that hous , and ful of diligence 1234 
To doon plesaunce, and also greet costage 
He noght forgat to yeve the leeste page 
In al that hous , but, after hir degree, 

He yaf the lord, and sitthe al his meynee, 
When that he cam, som manor honest 
thmg , 1239 

For which they were as glad of Ins coming 
As fowel IS fayn, whan that the sonne 
up-ryseth (51') 

Na more of this as now, for it suffvsetlc 
But so bifel, this marchant on a day 
Shoop him to make rody his array 
Toward the toun of Brugges for to fare, 1245 
To byen ther a porcioun of ware , 

For which he hath to Pans sent anon 
A messager, and preyed hath daun John 
That he sholde come to Seint Denjs to 
pleye 1249 

With him and with his wyf a day or tweye, 
Fr he to Brugges wente, in alle wyse (61) 
This noble monk, of which I yow devyse. 
Hath of his abbot, as him list, licence. 
By-cause he was a man of heigh prudence. 
And eek an officer, out for to ryde, 1255 
To seen hir graunges and hir bernes wyde 


And un to Semt Denys he comth anon 
Who was so welcome as my lord daun 
John, 

Our dere cosin, ful of curteisye ^ 1259 

With him broghtehe a jubbe of Malvesve, 
And eek another, ful ot fyn Vernage, (71) 
And volatyl, as ay was his usage 
And thus I lete hem ote and drinke and 
pleye, 

This marchant and this monk, a day or 
tweye 

The thridde day, this marchant up 
aryseth, 1265 

And on his nedes sadly him avyseth, 

And up in-to his countour-hons goth he 
To rekene with him -self, as wel may be, 
Of tliilke yeer, how that it with him stood. 
And how that he despended hadde his 
good , 1270 

And if that he encressed were or noon (81) 
His bokes and his bagges many oon 
He leith bifom him on his countmg-bord , 
Ful riche was his tresor and his hord. 

For which ful faste his countour-dore he 
shette , 1275 

And eek he nolde that no man sholde him 
lette 

Of his accountes, for the mene tyme , 

And thus he sit til it was passed pryine 
Daun J ohn was risen in the morwe also, 
And in the gardin walketh to and fro, 1280 
And hath his thinges seyd ful curteisly 
This gode wrf cam walking jinvely (92) 
In-to the gardin, ther he walketh softe, 
And him saleweth, as she hath don ofte 
A mayde child cam in hir companye, 1283 
Which as hir list she maygoverneand gye. 
For yet under the yerde was the mayde 
‘ 0 dere cosin myn, daun John,’ she sayde, 
‘ What eyleth yow so rathe for to ryse ? ’ 

‘ Nece,’ quod he, ‘ it oghte y-nough suffyse 
Fyve houres for toslope up-on a night, (loi) 
But it were for an old appalled wight, 

As been tliise wedded men, that lye and 
dare 

As m a forme sit a weiy hare, 

Weie al for-straught with houndes grete 
and smale 1295 

But dere nece, why be ye so pale ® 

I trowe certes that our gode man (107) 
Hath yow laboured sith the night bigan 
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That yow were nede to resten hastily ? ’ 1 2 >9 
And with that word he lough ful merily, 
And of his owene thought he wex al reed 
This faire wyf gan for to shake hir heed, 
And seyde thus, ‘ ye, god wot al,’ quod she , 
* Nay, cosin myn, it stant nat so with me 
For, by that god that yaf me soule and lyf. 
In al the reme of France is ther no wyf 1306 
That lasse lust hath to that sory pley 
For I may singe “ alias ” and “ weylawey, 
That I was born,” but to no wight,’ quod she, 
‘ Dar I nat telle how that it stant with me 
Wherfore I thinke out of this land to 
wende, (121) 1311 

Or elles of my-self to make an ende. 

So ful am I of drede and eek of care ’ 
This monk bigan up-on this wyf to stare. 
And seyde, ‘ alias, my nece, god forbede 
That ye, for any sorwe or any drede, 1316 
Fordo your-self , but telloth me your grief , 
Paraventure I may, in your meschief, 
Conseille or helpe, and therfore telleth me 
Al your anoy , for it shal been secree , 1 320 
For on my porthors here I make an ooth. 
That never in my lyf, for lief nelooth, (132) 
Ne shal I of no consoil yow biwreye ’ 

‘The same agayn to yow,’ quod she, 

‘ I seye , 1324 

By god and by this porthois, I yow swere. 
Though men me wolde al in-to peces tere, 
Ne shal I never, for to goon to helle, 
Biwreye a word of thing that ye me telle, 
Nat for no cosinage ne alliance, 

But verraily, for love and affiance ’ 1330 

Thus been they sworn, andheer-upon they 
kiste, (141) 

And ech of hem tolde other what hem liste 
‘Cosin,’ quod she, ‘if that I hadde 
a space, 

As I have noon, and namely in this place. 
Than wolde I telle a legende of my lyf, 1335 
What I have suffred sith I was a wyf 
With mynhousbonde, al beheyour cosyn ’ 

‘ Nay,’ quod this monk, ‘ by god and seint 
Martyn, 

He is na more cosin un-to me 1339 

Than is this leef that hangeth on the tree ’ 
I clepe him so, by Seint Denys of Fraunce, 
To have the more cause of aqueintaunce 
Of yow, which I have loved specially (153) 
Aboven alle wommen sikerly , 


This swere I yow on my professioun 1345 
Telleth your grief, lest that he comeadoun, 
And hasteth yow, and gooth your wey 
anon ’ 

‘ My dere love,’ quod she, ‘ o my daun 
John, (138) 

Ful lief were me this conseil for to hyde. 
But out it moot, I may namoro abyde 1330 
Myn housbond is to me the worste man 
That ever was, sith that the world bigan 
But sith I am a wyf, it sit nat me 
To tellen no wight of our privetee, 1 354 
Neither a-bedde, ne in non other place , 
God shilde I sholde it tellen, for his grace * 
A wyf ne shal nat sejm of hir housbonde 
But al honour, as I can under stonde , 
Save un-to yow thus muche I tellen 
shal , 

Ashelp me god , he is noght worth at al 1 3()o 
In no degree the value of a flye (171) 
But yet me greveth most his nigardye , 
And wel ye woot that wommen naturelly 
Desyren thinges sixe, as wel as I 1364 
They woldo that hir housbondes sholde be 
Hardy, and wyse, and riche, and ther-to 
free. 

And buxom to his wyf, and fresh a-bedde 
But, by that like lord that for us bledde. 
For his honour, my-self for to arraye, 

A Sonday next, I moste nedes paye 1370 
An hundred frankes, or elles am I lorn 
Yet were me lever that I were unborn (18^) 
Than me were doon a sclaundre or vil- 
einye , 

And if myn housbond eek it mighte espyo, 
I nere but lost, and therfore I yow preye 
Lene me this somme, or elles moot I 
deye 1376 

Daun John, I seye, lene me thise hundred 
frankes , 

Pardee, I wol nat faille yow my thankes. 
If that yow list to doon that I yow praye 
For at a certein day I wol yow paye, 1380 
And doon to yow what plesance and 
servyce (191) 

That I may doon, right as yow list devyse 
And but I do, god take on me vengeance 
As foul as over had Geniloun of France ’ ’ 
This gentil monk answerde m this 
manere, 1385 

‘ Now, trewely, myn owene lady dere, 
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I have,’ quod he, ‘ on yow so greet a rotithe, 
That I yow swere and plighte jow my 
trouthe. 

That whan your housbond is to Flaundres 
fare, 

I wol delivcre yow out of this caro , 1390 

For I wol brmge yow an hundi^ed frankes ’ 
And with that word he caugnte hir by the 
flankes, (202) 

And hir embraceth harde, and kiste hir 
ofte 

‘ Gotli now j our wey,’ quod he, ‘ al stille 
and softe. 

And lat us dyne as sone as that yo may , 
For by mj chilindre it isprymeof day 1396 
Goth now, and beeth as trewe as I shal be ’ 

‘ Now, dies god forbede, sire,’ quod she, 
And forth she gooth, as jolif as a pye. 
And bad the cokes that thcj sholdo hem 
113 e, 1400 

So that men mighte dyne, and that anon 
Up to hir housbonde is this wyf y-gon, (212) 
And knokketh at his countour boldely 
‘ Qrn la ? ’ quod ho ‘ Peter ’ it am I,’ 
Quod she, ‘ what, sire, how longe wol ye 
faste? 1405 

How longe tyme wol yo rckene and caste 
Your sommes, and your bokes, and jour 
thinges ? 

The devel have part of alio swiche reken- 
inges ’ 

Ye have y nough, pardee, of goddes sonde , 
Com doun to-day, and lat your bagges 
stondo 1410 

Ne be ye nat ashamed that daun John (221) 
Shal fasting al this day elenge goon ? 
Wliat ’ lat us here a messe, and go we 
dyne 

‘ Wyf,’ quod this man, ‘ litel canstow 
devjme 

The curious bisinesse that we have 1415 
For of us chapmen, al-so god me save, 
And by that lord that eloped is Semt 
Y\e, 

Scarsly amonges twelve ten shul thryve, 
Contmuelly, lastinge un-to our age 1419 
We may wel make chere and good visage, 
And dryve forth the world as it may be. 
And kepen our estaat in privetee, (232) 
Til we be deed, or elles that wo pleye 
A pilgrimage, or goon out of the woyo 


And therfor have I greet necessitee 1425 
Up-on this queinte world t’a\"yse me , 

For evermore we mote stondo m drede 
Of hap and fortune in our chapmanhede 
To Flaundres wol I go to-morwe at day, 
And come agayn, as sone as e\ er I maj 
For which, my doro wyf, I thee biseke, (241) 
As be to every wight buxom and meke. 
And for to kepo our good bo curious. 

And honestly governe wel our hous 1434 
Thou hast y-nough, in every manor wyse, 
That to a thrifty houshold may sutfyse 
Thee lakketh noon arraj ne no vitaiUe, 
Of silver in thy purs shaltow nat faille ’ 
And w ith th it word his countour-dore ho 
shette. 

And doun he gooth, no longer wolde he 
lette, 1440 

But hastilj a messe was ther seyd, {251) 
And spedilj the tables were y-lejd. 

And to the diner faste they hem spcddi , 
And nchely this monk the chapman fedde 
At-after diner daun Tohn sobrely 1445 
This chapman took a-part, and pii\oly 
He seyde him thus, ‘ cosjm, it standeth so, 
That wel I see to Brugges wol ye go 
God and semt Austin spodo j ow and gydo ♦ 
I prey yow, cosin, wyslj thatyeryde, 1430 
Govemeth jow also of jour diete (261) 
Atemprelj , and namely m this hete 
Bitwix us two nedeth no strange fare , 
Fare- wel, cosyn , god shilde yow fro 
care 

If any thmg ther be by day or night, 1435 
If it lye in my power and my might, 

Tliat ye mo wol comande in any wyse. 

It shal be doon, right as ye wol deiyse 
O thmg, er that ye goon, if it may be, 

I wolde prey yow , for to lene me 1460 
An hundred frankes, for a wyko or tweye, 
For oertein beestes that I moste beye, (27a) 
To store with a place that is oures 
God help me so, I wolde it were youres ’ 
I shal nat faille surely of my day, 1465 
Nat for a thousand franlces, a mylo-wav 
But lat this thing be secree, I yow preye, 
For yet to-night thise beestes moot I beye , 
And fare-now wel, myn owene cosm 
dere, 

Graunt mercy of your cost and of your 
chere ’ (280) 1470 
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Tins noble marciant gentilly anon 
Answerde, and scydo, ‘ o cosin myn, daun 
John, 

Now sikerly tins is a smal requeste , 

My gold is yoiires, whan that it yow lesto 
And nat only my gold, but my chaffare , 
Take what yow list, god slnlde that ye 
spare 1476 

But o thing IS, ye knowe it wel y-nogh, 
Of chapmen, that hir moneye is hir plogh 
Wo may creannce whyl wo have a name, 
But goldlees for to be, it is no gimo 1480 
Paye it agayn whan it lyth in yom ese , 
After my might fnl fajn wolde I yow 
plese ’ (2Q2) 

Thise hundred frankes ho fette forth 
anon, 

And iiruely he took hem to daun John 
No wight in al tins world wiste of this 
lone, 148*^ 

Savinge this marchant and daim John 
allone 

They drmko, and speke, and romc a whylo 
and pltye, 

Til that daun John rydcth to his abheye 
The morwe cam, and forth tins mar- 
chant rydeth 

To Flaiindres-ward , his prentis wcl him 
gydeth, 1400 

Til he cam in-to Brugges merily (^>0 
Now gooth this march int faste and bisily 
Aboute his nede, and byeth and creaun- 
ceth 

He neither pleyeth at the dees no daun- 
ceth , 

But as a marchant, shortly for to telle, i49t) 
He let his lyf, and there I lete him dwelle 
The Sonday next this Marchant was 
agon, 

To Semt Denys y-comen is daun John, 
With crowno and herd all fresh and nowe 
y-shavc 

In althe housther nas so litel a knave, i soo 
Ne no wight elles, that he nas ful fayn, (3 1 1 ) 
For that my lord daun John was come 
agayn 

And shortly to the point right for to gon. 
This faire wyf accorded with daun John, 
That for thiso hundred frankes he sholde 
al night 1505 

Have hir m his armes bolt-upright , 


And this acord parfourned was in dede 
In mirth e al night a bisy lyf they lede 
Til it was day, that daun John wente his 
way, 

And bad the meynee ‘ f \re-wel, have good 
day’’ (320)1^10 

For noon of horn, ne no wight m the toun, 
Hath of daun John right no suspecioun 
And forth he rydcth hoom to his abheye, 
Or where him list , namore of liim I seye 
This m irchant, wh in that ended was 
the faire, 1515 

To Scint Denys he gan for to ropaire, 
And with his wyf he maketh feste and 
chere. 

And telleth hir that chaffare is so dere. 
That nedes moste ho make a chevisaunce 
For he was hounde in a reconissaunce 1 320 
To paye twenty thousand shocld anon (331) 
For which this marchant is to Pans gon, 
To horwo of certoin frendes that ho hadde 
A certein frankes , and somme with him 
ho ladde 

\nd whan that he was come in-to the toun, 
For greet cherti e and greet affecc loun , 1526 
Un-to daun John he gooth him first, to 
pleye , 

N it for to axe or horwo of him moneye, 
But for to wito and sec n of his welfaie, 
And for to tcllcn him of his chaffare, 1330 
As freendes doon whan they ben met 
y-fere (341) 

Diun John him maketh feste and mory 
chere , 

And he him tolde agayn ful specially, 
How he hadde wel y-boght and graciouslj , 
Thanked ho god, al hool his marchandyso 
Save that he moste, in alle maner wyse, 1 336 
Maken a chevisaunce, as for liis beste. 
And th inno ho sholdo been in joye and 
rcste 

Daun John answerde, ‘certes, I am fayn 
That ye in hele ar comen hoom agayn 1 340 
And if that I were riche, as have I hlisse. 
Of twenty thousand sheeld sholcl ye nat 
misse, (352) 

For yo so kmdely this other day 
Lento me gold , and as I can and may, 

I thanke yow, by god and by seint Jame » 
But nathelees I took un-to our dame, 1546 
Your wyf at hoom, the same gold ageyn 
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Upon yonr bench , she woot it wol, certeyn, 
By cortoin tokenes that I can hir telle 
Now, by your love, I may no longer dwello, 
Onr abbot wol out of this toun anon , (361) 
And in Ins companye moot I gon 1 ‘;52 

Grete wel onr dame, niyn oweno necc 
sweto. 

And fare-wel, dere cosm, til we mete 
This Marchant, which that was ful war 
and wys, I'JSS 

Creaunced hath, and payd eek in Parye, 
To certeyn Lumbardes, redy in hir hond, 
The somme of gold, and gat of hem his 
bond , 

And hoom ho gooth, mery as a papojay 
For wel he knew he stood in swich array, 
That nedes moste he wmne in that 
viago (371) 

A thousand frankes above al his costagc 
His wyf ful redy mette him atto gate, 
As she was wont of old usage algato, 1564 
And al that night in mirihe they bisette , 
For he was richo and c Icerly out of dette 
Whan it was day, this marchant gan 
embrace 

His wyf al newc, and kiste hir on hir face. 
And up ho gooth iiid maketh it ful 
tough 

‘Namore,’ quod she, ‘by god, ye hive 
y-nough’’ iS/o 

And wantounly agayn with him sho 
pleyde , (^81) 

Til, atto lasto, that this Marchant scydc, 

‘ By god,’ quod he, ‘ 1 am a litel wrooth 
With yow, my wyt, al-thogh it be me 
looth 

And woot ye why? by god, as that I 
gesse, IS75 

That ye dan maad a manei straungoncsso 
Bitwixon mo and my cosyn daun John 
Yo sholdo han warned me, er I had gon. 
That he yow hadde an hundred fiankes 
payed 

By ledy tokene , and hceld him yrol 
apayed, 1580 

For that I to him spak of chevisaunce, 

Mo semod so, as by his contenaunce (392) 
But nathelees, by god our hevene king, 

I thoghto nat to axe of him no-thing 


I prey thee, wyf, ne do namoro so , 1585 

Tc 1 mo alwey, er that I fro thee go, 

If any dettour hath in myn absence 
Y payed thee , lest, thurgh thy necligence, 
I mighte him axe a thing that he hath 
payed’ (^919) 1^89 

This wyf was nat afered nor affrayed, 
But boldely she seyde, and that anon 
‘ Marie, I defye the falsemonk, daun John ' 
I kepe nat of hise tokenes never a deel , 
He took me certein gold, that woot I weel ’ 
What ’ yvol thedomonhis monkessnoute * 
For, god it woot, I wende, withouten donte, 
That he had yove it me bycause of yow, 
To doon thcr-with myn honour and my 
prow, 

For cosinage, and eek for bele chore 
That he hath had ful oftc tymes here i6(x> 
But sith I see I stonde in this disjoint, (41 1) 
I wol answero yow shortly, to the point 
Ye han mo slakker det tours than am I ' 
For I wol paye yow wel and redily 
Fro day to day , and, if so be I faille, 1605 
I am your wyf, score it up-on my t<ullG, 
And I sh il paye, as sono as e\ cr I may 
For, by my trouthe, I have on myn array, 
And nat on wast, bistowod every deel 
And lor I have bistowed it so weel 1610 
For your honour, for goddes sake, I seye, 
As be nat wrooth, but lat us laughe and 
pleye (422) 

Ye shal my joly body have to wedde , 

By god, I wol nat p lye yow but a-bedde 
Forgive it me, myn oweno spoubC' dere , 
Tuine hiderward and maketh bettro 
chere ’ i6i6 

This marchant saugh thcr was no 
remedye. 

And, for to chyde, it ncro but greet folye, 
Sith that the thing may nat amended be 
‘ Now, wyf,’ ho seyde, ‘ and I foryeve it 
thee , 1620 

But, by thy lyf, no bo namoro so large , 
Keep bet our good, this yevo I thee m 
charge ’ (432) 

Thus endoth now my tale, and god us 
sende 

Taling y-nough, un-to our lyvos ende 
Amen 


Here endeth the Shipmannes Tale 
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THE PRIORESS’S PROLOGUE. 

Bihold the mery wordes of the Host to the Shipman and to the 
lady Pnoresse 


‘ WEii seyd, by corpus domtnus,^ quod our 
hoste 1 6.. <5 

‘ Now longe moot thou sayle by the coste, 
Sir gentil maister, gentil manneer » 

God yeve this monk a thousand last quad 
yeer ’ 

A ha ’ felawes ’ beth ware of swiche a 
jape ’ 

The monk putte in the mannos hood an 
ape, 1630 

And in his wyves eek, by seint Austin ’ 
Draweth no monkes more un-to your in 
But now passe o\er, and lat us scko 
aboute, 


Who shal now telle first, of al this 
route, (10) 

Another tale , ’ and with that word ho 
sayde, 1635 

As curteisly as it had been a mayde, 

‘ My lady Pnoresse, by your le^ e, 

So that I wiste I sholde \ow nat gre^o, 

I wolde demon that ye tellen sholde 
A tale next, if so were that ye wolde 1640 
Now wol ye vouche-sauf, my lady dere ’ ’ 
‘Gladly,' quod she, and seyde as ye 
shal hero (18) 

Explicit 


THE PRIORESSES TALE 


The Prologe of the Prioresses Tale 


Dominc^ dominus noster 

0 Lord our lord, thy name how mer- 
yeillous 

Is in this large worldo y-sprad — quod 
she — 

For noght only thy laude precious 1645 
Parfoumed is by men of dignitee. 

But by the mouth of children thy bountee 
Parfoumed is, for on the brest soukinge 
Som tyme shewen they thyn heryinge 

Wherfor in laude, as I best can or may. 
Of thee, and of the whjdie lily flour 1651 
Which that thee bar, and is a mayde 
alway, (10) 


To telle a stone I wol do my labour , 

Not that I may encresen hir honour , 

For she hir-self is honour, and the rote 
Of bountee, next hir sone, and soules 
bote — 1656 

O moder mayde ’ o mayde moder free ’ 

O bush unbrent, brenninge in Moyses 
sighte, 

Tliat ravisedest doun fro the deitee, 
Thurgh thyn humblesse, the goost that in 
th’alighte, 1660 

Of whos vertu, whan ho thyn herte 
lighte, 

Conceiyed was the fadres sapience, (20) 
Help me to telle it in thy reyerence ' 
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Lady ' thy bountee, thy magnilicence, 

Thy vertu, and thy grete humilitee 1665 
Ther may no tonge expresse in no science , 
For som-tyme, lady, er men prayo to thee, 
Thou goost biforn of thy benignitee, 

And gotest usthe light, thurghthy prcyere. 
To gydtn us un-to thy sone so dere 1670 

My conning is so wayk, o blisful quene. 
For to declare thy grete worthmesse, (30) 
That I ne may the "weighte nat sustene. 
But as a cliild of twolf monthe old, or 
lesse, 1674 

That can unnethes any word expresse. 
Right so fare I, and therfor I yow preye, 
Gydeth my song that I shal of yow seye 
Explicit 

Here biginneth the Prioresses Tale 

Ther was m Asie, m a greet citoe, 
Amonges Cristcn folk, a feweryc, 
feustened by a lord of that contree 1680 
For foule usuie and lucre of vilanye, 
Hateful to Crist and to his companye , 
And thurgh the strete men mighte ryde 
or wende, (41) 

For it was free, and open at cither ende 

A litel scole of Cri&ten folk ther stood 
Houn at the ferther ende, in which ther 
were 1686 

Children an heep, y-comcn of Cristcn 
blood, 

That lerned in that scole yecr by yere 
bwich maner doctrine as men used there. 
This IS to sejn, to singen and to rede, i6qo 
As smale children doon in hir childhede 

Among thise children was a widwes sone, 
A litel clergeon, seven yecr of ago, («^i) 
That day by day to scole was his wone. 
And eek also, wher-as he saugh th’ image 
Of Cristes moder, hadde he in usage. 

As him was taught, to knele ndoun and 
seye 

His Aze Marie^ as he goth by the weyo 

Thus hath this widwe hir litol sone y- 
taught 

Our blisful lady, Cristes moder dere, 1700 
To worshipe aj , and he forgat it naught, 


For sely child wol alday sone lere , (60) 

But ay, whan I remembre on this matere, 
Seint Nicholas stant ever in my presence, 
For he so yong to Crist did reverence 1705 

This litel child, his litel book leminge. 

As he sat in the scole at his prymer, 

He Alma redemptoris herde singe. 

As children lerned hir antiphoncr , 

And, as he dorste, ho drough him ner and 
nor, 1710 

And herkned ay the wordes and the note. 
Til he the firsto vers coude al by rote (70) 

Noght wiste he what this Latin was to 
seye, 

hor ho so yong and tendre was of age , 
But on a day his felaw gan he preye 1715 
T’expounden him this song in his langage, 
Or telle him why this song was in usage , 
This lueydo he him to construe and de- 
clare 

Fill ofte tyme upon his knowes bare 

His felaw, which that elder was than he, 
Answerde him thus ‘ this song, I have 
herd stye. 

Was maked of our blisful lady free, (80) 
Hir to salue, and eek hir for to preye 
To been our help and socour whan we 
deye 1724 

I can no more expounds m this matere , 

I lerne song, I can but smal grammere ’ 

‘ And IS this song maked in reverence 
Of Cristes moder ? ’ seyde this innocent , 

‘ Now certes, I wol do my diligence 1729 
To conne it al, er Cristemasse is went , 
Though that I for my prymer shal be 
shent, 

And shal be beten thryfes in an houre, (90) 
I wol it conne, oui lady for to honoure ’ 

His felaw taughte him homward prively, 
Fro day to day, til he coude it by rote, 
And than ho song it wel and boldeJy 
Fro word to word, acordmg with the note , 
Twyfis a day it passed thurgh his throte, 
To scoleward and homward whan ho 
wente , 1739 

On Cristes moder set was his entente 
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As I have seyd, thurgh-out the Jeweiye 
Thislitel child, as he cim toandfio, (icx>) 
Ful merily than woldo he singe, and crye 

0 Alma redemptoTis ever mo 

The swetnes hath his herte perced so 1745 
Of Cristes moder, that, to hir to preye, 

He can nat stinte of singing by the weye 

Our firste fo, the serpent Sathanas, 

That hath in Jewes horte his waspes nest. 
Up swal, and seide, ‘O Hebraik jieple, 
alias * 1750 

Is this to vow a thing that is honest. 
That swich a boy shal walken as him lest 
In your despyt, and singe of swich sen- 
tence, (ui) 

Which IS agayn your lawes reverence ? ’ 

Fro thennes forth the Jewes han con- 
spyred 1755 

This innocent out of this world to chace , 
An homicyde ther-to han they hyred, 
That in an aley hadde a privee place , 
And as the child gan for-by for to pace. 
This cursed Jew him hente and heeld 
him faste, 1760 

And kitte his throto, and in a pit him 
caste 

1 seye that in a wardrobe they him threwe 
Wher-as these Jewes purgen hir entraille 
O cursed folk of Herodes al newe, (122) 
What may your yvel entente yow availle ? 
Mordre wol out, certem, it wol nat faille, 
And namely ther th’onour of god shal 

sprede, 

The blood out cryeth on your cursed dede 

‘ 0 martir, souded to virginitee, 1769 

Now maystou smgen, folwiiig ever in oon 
The whyte lamb celestial,’ quod she, 

‘ Of which the grete evangelist, seint John, 
In Pathmos wroot, which seith that they 
that goon (131) 

Biforn this lamb, and singe a song al newe, 
Tliat never, fleshly, wommen they ne 
knewe ’ 1775 

This povre widwe awaiteth al that night 
After hir litel child, but he cam noght , 
For which, as sone as it was dayes light, 


With face pale of drede and bisy thoght, 
Shehath at scole and elles-wher himsoght, 
Til finally she gan so fer espye 1781 

That he last seyn was m the Jewerye (140) 

With modres pitee in liir brest enclosed, 
She gooth, as she were half out of hir 
minde. 

To every place wher she hath supposed 
By lykhhede hir litel child to finde , 1786 
And ever on Cristes moder meke and 
kmde 

Shecryde, and atte laste thus she wroghte, 
Among the cursed Jewes she him soghto 

She frayneth and she preyeth pitously 
To every Jew that dwelte in thilke place, 
To telle hir, if hir child wente oght for-by 
They seyde, ‘ nay ’ , but Jesu, of his grace, 
Yaf in hir thought, in with a litel space, 
That in that place after hir sone she cryde, 
Wher he was casten m a pit bisyde 1796 

O grete god, that parfoumest thy laude 
By mouth of innocents, lo heer thy might ^ 
This gemme of chastitee, this emeraude. 
And cek of martirdom the ruby bright, 
Ther he with throte y corven lay upright. 
He ^ Alma redemptons' gan to singe (160) 
So loude, that al the place gan to nnge 

The Cristen folk, that thurgh the strete 
wente, 1804 

In coomen, for to wondre up-on this thing. 
And hastily they for the provost sente , 
He cam anon with-outen tarying, 

And heneth Crist that is of heven kmg. 
And eek his moder, honour of mankinde, 
And after that, the Jewes leet he bmde 

This cliild with pitous lamentacioun 1811 
Up-taken was, singing his song alway , 
And with honour of greet processioun 
They carien him un-to the nexte abbay 
His moder swowning by the here lay , 
Unnethe might the peple that was there 
This newe Rachel bringe fro Ins beie 

With torment and with shamful deth 
echon (176) 

This provost dooth tluse Jewes for to 
sterve 1819 
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That of this mordre wiste, and that anon , 
He nolde no swich cursednesso observe 
Yvel shal have, that yvcl wol deserve 
Therfor with wilde hors ho dido hem 
drawe, (18 1) 

And after that he heng hem by the lawe 

Up-on Ins boro ay lyth tins innocent 1825 
Biforn the chief auter, whyl masse lasto, 
And after that, the abbot with his covent 
Han sped hem for to burien him ful faste , 
And whan they holy water on him 
caste, 

Yet spak this child, whan sjireynd was 
holy water, 1830 

And song — ‘‘ 0 Alma redemptona mater f ’ 

This abbot, winch that was an holy m in 
As monkes been, or ellcs oghten be, (191) 
This yongo child to conjure ho big in, 
And seydo, ‘ o dere child, I halse thee. 

In vertu of the holy Trmitee, 1836 

Tel me what is thy cause for to singe, 
Sitli that thy throte is cut, to my sem- 
ingc i * 

‘ My throte is cut un-to my nekke-boon,’ 
Seyde this child, ‘ and, as by wey of kindo, 
I sholde have deyed, ye, longe tyme agoon. 
But Jesu Crist, as ye m bokes finde, (200) 
Wil that his glorie laste and be in minde , 
And, for the worship of his inodcr dere. 
Yet miyl singe “O Alrna^* loudo and 
cleie 184 

This Welle of merej, Ciistes moder swetc, 
I lovedo alwoy, as after my conninge , 
And whan that I my lyf sholde forlete. 
To me she cam, and bad mo for to singe 
This antom yerraily in my deyinge, 1850 


As ye han herd, and, whan that I had 
songe. 

Mo thoughte, she leyde a greyn up-on my 
tonge (210) 

Wherfor T singe, and singe I moot certeyn 
In honour of that blisful mayden free, 

Til fro my tonge of-taken is the greyn , 
And afterwai d thus seyde she to me, 

“ My litel child, now wol I fecche thee 
Whan that the greyn is fro thy tonge 
y-take , 1858 

Be nat agast, I wol thee nat forsake ” ’ 

This holy monk, this abbot, him mene T, 
Him tonge out-caughte, and took a-wey 
the gi eyn. 

And he yaf up the goost ful softely (220) 
And whan this abbot had this wonder 
seyn, 

His salte teres trikled doun as reyn, 1864 
And gruf ho fil il plat up on the grounde, 
And stillo he lay as he had been y-bounde 

The covent eek lay on the pavement 
Weping, and herien Ciistcs moder dere, 
And after that they ryse, and forth bin 
went, 1869 

And toko awoy this martir fro his here, 
And in a tombe of marbul-stones clcre 
Bnclosen they his litel body swete , (230) 
Thei he is now, god Icvc us for to mete 

O yonge Hugh of Lincoln, slay 11 also 
With cursed Tewes, as it is notible, 1875 
For it nis but a litel 'whyle ago , 

Pi eye eek for us, wo sinful folk unstable. 
That, of his mercy, god so mcrciable 
On us his gi ete mere y multiplye, (2^7) 

For reverence of his moder Maryo, Amen* 


Here is ended the Prioresses Tale 
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PROLOGUE TO SIR THOPAS 

Bihold the murye wordes of the Host to Chaucer 


Whan seyd was al this miracle, every man 
As sobre was, that wonder was to see. 

Til that our hosto japen tho higan, 

And than at erst he loked up-on me. 

And seyde thus, ‘ what man artow ? ' quod 
he , 1885 

‘Thou lokest as thou woldost finde an 
hare, 

For ever up-on the g-round I see thee stare 

Approche neer, and loke up merily 
Now war yow, sirs, and lat this man have 
place , 

He in the waast is shape as wel as 1 , 1890 
This were a popet in an arm t’enbrace (11) 


For any womman, smal and fair of face 
He semeth elvish by his contenaunce. 

For un-to no wight dooth he daliaunce 

Sey now somwhafc, sin other folk han 
sayd , 1805 

Telus a tale of mirthe, and that anoon , ’ — • 
‘ Hoste,’ quod I, ‘ ne both nat ywel apayd, 
For other tale ceites can I noon, 

But of a ryme I lerned longo agoon ’ 

‘ Ye, that is good,’ quod ho , ‘ now shul 
weheie iqoo 

Som deyntee thing, me thinketh by his 
chere ’ (21) 

Explicit 


SIR THOPAS. 


Here biginneth Chaucers Tale of Thopas 


Listkth, lordes, in good entent. 

And I wol telle verrayment 
Of mirthe and of solas , 

Al of a knyght was fair and gent 1905 
In bataille and in tourneyment. 

His name was sir Thopas 

Y-bom he was in fer contree. 

In Flaundres, al biyondo the see, 

At Popering, in the place , 1910 | 

His fader was a man ful free, (10) 

And lord he was of that contree, 

As it was goddes grace 

Sir Thopas wex a doghty swayn, 

Whyt was his face as payndemayn, 1911; 
His lippes rede as rose , 


His rode is lyk scarlet in gprayn, 

And I yow telle in good certayn, 

He hadde a semely nose 

His heer, his herd was lyk saffroun, 1920 
That to his girdel rauglite adoun , (20) 

His shoon of Cordewane 
Of Brugges were his hosen broun. 

His robe was of ciclatoun, 

I That coste many a jane 1925 

He coude hunte at wilde deer. 

And ryde an banking for riveer, 

With grey goshauk on honde , 

Ther-to he was a good archeer, 

Of wrastlmg was ther noon his peer, 1930 
Ther any ram shal stonde ^o) 
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Fill many a mayde, bright in hour, 

They moorne for him, paramour, 

Whan hem were bet to slepe , 

But he was chast and no lechour, 1935 
And sweet as is the bremble flour 
That bereth the rode hepe 

And so bifel up-on a day, 

For sothe, as I yow telle may, 

Sir Thopas woldo out ryde , 1940 

He worth upon his stedc gray, (40) 

And in his honde a launce gay, 

A long swerd by his syde 

He priketh thurgh a fair forest, 

Ther-inne is many a wildo best, 1945 
Ye, bothe bukke and hare , 

And, as he priketh north and est, 

I telle it yow, him hadde almost 

Bitid a sory care 1949 

Ther spiingcn herbes grete and smale. 
The Ivcorys and cetewale, (50) 

And many a clowe gilofre , 

And notemuge to iiutto in ale, 

Whether it be moyste or stale. 

Or for to leye ill cofie 1955 

The briddes singe, it is no nay. 

The sparhauk and the pai)ejay, 

Tliat joye it was to hero , 

The thrustelcok made eek his lay. 

The wodedowve uiion the spiay i960 

bhe sang ful loude and clere (60) 

Sii Thopas fil in love-longinge 
A1 whan he horde the thrustel singe, 

And priked as he were wood 
His faire stede in his prikinge 1965 

So swatte that men mighte him wringe, 
His sydes were al blood 

Sir Thopas eek so wery was 
For prikmge on the softe gras, 

So fiers was his corage, 1970 

That doun he leyde him in that plus (70) 
To make his stede som solas. 

And yaf him good forage 

‘ O seinte Mane, hen' cite t 
What eyleth this love at mo 1975 

To bmde me so sore ? 


Me dremed al this night, pardee, 

An elf-queen shal my lemman be. 

And slepe under my gore 

An elf-queen wol I love, y-wiS, 1980 

For in this world no womman is (80) 
Worthy to be my make [T 13722 

In toune , [T 13722 

Alle othere wommen I forsake, [T 13723 
And to an elf-queen I me take 1985 

By dale and eek by doune ’ * 

In-to his sadel he clamb anoon. 

And priketh over style and stoon 
An elf-queen for t’espye. 

Til he so longe had riden and goon 1990 
That he fond, in a privce woon, (90) 
The con tree of Fan ye [T 13731 

So Wilde , [T 13734 

For in that contreo was ther noon 
'I'That to him dorste rydo or goon, 1995 
Neither wyf ne childe 

Til that ther cam a greet geaunt. 

His name was sir Oldaunt, 

A perilous man of dede , 

He seyde, ‘ child, by Termagaunt, 2000 
But-if thou prike out of myn haunt, (100) 
Anon I slee thy stede [T 13743 

With mace [T 13743 

Heer is the queen of Fayerye, 

With harpe and pype and simphonye 2005 
Dwelling in this place ’ 

The child seyde, ‘ al so mote I thee, 
Tomorwe wol I mete thee 
Whan I have myn armoure , 

\nd yet I hope, par ma fay, 2010 

That thou shaft with this launcegay (no) 
Abyen it ful soure , [T 13752 

Thy mawe [T 13752 

Shal I percen, if I may, 

Er it be fully pryme of day, 2015 

For heer thou shalt be slawe,’ 

Sir Thopas drow abak ful faste , 

This geaunt at him stones caste 
Out of a fel staf shnge , 

But faire escapeth child Thopas, 2020 
And al it was thurgh goddes gras, (120) 
And thurgh his fair bermge 
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Yet listeth, lorded, to my t Jo 
Merier than the nightingale, 

For now I wol yow roune 2025 

How sir Tliopas with sydes smale, 

Pnking over hil and dale. 

Is come agayn to tonne 

His mene men comandod he 
To make him bothe game and glee, 20^0 
For nodes mosto ho tight e (1 ^o) 

With a geaunt with lie voders three, 

For paramour and jolitoe 

01 oon that shoem lul brighte 

‘ Do come,’ he seyde, ‘ my minstr Jes, 

And gestoui s, for to tollen t lies 
Anon m m’vn armmge , 

Of 10m inces that boon royales, 

Of popes and of cardinalos, 

And eek of love-lykinge ’ 2040 

They fette him fiist the swete wyn, (140) 
And mede eek in a maselyn. 

And royal spie erye 
Of gingebroed that was fed fyn, 
Andlycorys, iiid eek comyii, 204 e; 

With sugre that is so trye. 

He dide next his whjde lore 
Of clooth of lake fyn and elcre 
A breech and eek a sherte , 

And next his sherte an aketoun, 

And over that an haborgeoun (150) 

For percinge of Ins herto , 

And over that a fyn hauberk. 

Was al y-wroght of Jewes werk, 

Ful strong it was of plate , 2()<;^ 

And over that his cote-armour 
As whyt as is a lily-flour, 

In which he wol debate 

His sheeld was al of gold so reed. 

And ther-in was a bores heed, 2060 

A charbocle bisyde , (160) 

And there he swoor, on ale and breed, 
How that ‘ the geaunt shal bo deed, 
Bityde what bityde • ’ 

His jambeux were of quirboilly, 2065 

His swerdes sliethe of yvory, 

Hi"' helm of laton bright , 


His sadel was of rewel-boon. 

His brydol as the sonne shoon. 

Or as the mono light 2070 

His spere was of fyn ciprees, (170) 

Th it bodeth werre, and no-thmg pees. 
The heed ful sliarpe y gi oundc , 

His stede was al dappel-gray. 

It gooth an ambel in the way 207'> 

Ful softely and rounde [F nSis 

In londe [T 13815 

Lo, lordcs inyne, hoor is a fit ' 

If ye wol any more of it, 

To telle it wol I londe 20S0 


[ The Second Fit ] 

Now hold your mouth, par char dee ^ 

Bothe knight and lady fioe, 

And herkneth to my spelle , 

Of bataille and of chivaliy. 

And of 1 idyos love-drury 2085 

Anon 1 -wol yow telle 

Men speke of romances of prys, 

Of Horn child and of Ypotys, 

Of Bevis and sir Gy, 

Of sir Libeux and Pleyn-damour , 2090 

But sir Thopas, he bereth the flour (190) 
Of royal chnalry 

His gode stede al he bistrood. 

And forth upon his wey he glood 

As siiirkle out of the bronde , 2095 

Up-on his crest ho bar a tour, 

And ther in stiked a lily-flour, 

God shilde his cors fro shonde ’ 

And for he was a knight auntrous, 

He nolde slepen in non hous, 2ux> 

But liggen in his hodo , (200) 

His brighte helm was his wonger, 

And by him baiteth his dextrer 
Of herbes fj ne and gode 

Him-self drank water of the wcl, 2105 
As did the knight sir Percivel, 

So worthy under wede. 

Til on a day (207) 


Here the Host stinteth Chaucer of his Tale of Thopas 
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PROLOGUE TO MELIBEUS. 


‘ No more of tins, for goddcs dignitoo,’ 
Quod oure liosto, ‘ for thou makest me 21 10 
So wery of thy vorray lewednesse 
That, also wisly god my soule blesse, 

M\ n ores aken of thy drasty spcche , 

Now swiche a rym the dc vcl I bitochc ’ 
Thjs may wel be r’vm dogerel,’ quod he 
‘ Why so ? ’ quod I, ‘ why wiltow h tte mo 
More of my taU than another man, 

Sm that it is the besto rym I c in r” (10) 

‘ By god,’ quod he, ‘ for plej nU , at 
a word. 

Thy drasty ryming is uat worth a tord , 
Thou doost nought elles but despendest 
tyme, 2121 

Sir, at 0 woid, thou shalt no longer 
r-yme 

Lat see wher thou canst tellen aught in 
gesie, 

Or telle in prose somwhat at the leste 
In whioh ther be sorn mirthe or som 
doctrjaic ’ 212:; 

‘ Gladly,’ quod I, ‘bj goddcs swite pyne, 
I wol yow telle a litcl thing in prose, 

That oghte lyken yow, as I sui>pose, (20) 
Or elles, certcs, ye been to daungerous 
It is a moral tale vertuous, 21^0 

A 1 be it told soin-tyme in sondiy w\so 
Of sondiy folk, as I shal yow dt\jse 


[ As thus , ye woot tnat every evangelist, 
That telleth us the peyno of Jesu Onst, 

' Ne saith nat al thing as his felaw dooth. 
But natheles, hir sentence is al sooth, 2136 
And alle acorden as in hir sentence, 

Al be ther in hir telling difference (30) 
For somme of hem scj-n more, and sommo 
lesse, 

Whan they his pitous passioun cvpresse , 
I mene of Mark [and] Mathew, Luk and 
John , 2141 

But doutelecs hir sentence is al oon 
Thorfor, lordinges alle, I yow biseche. 

If that ye thinke I vane as in my speche, 
As thus, thogh that I telle som-what more 
Of proverbes, than ye ban herd biforo, 
Comprehended in this litel tretis here, 

To enforce with the th effect of my matere, 
And thogh I nat the same wordes seye (41) 
As ye han herd, yet to yow alle I prtyc, 
Blameth me nat , for, as in my sentence, 
Ye shul not fjnden moche diffeienco 
Fro the sentence of this tretis lyte 
After the which this mery tale I wryte 
And therfor herkneth vhat that I shal 
save, 2133 

And lat me tc lien al my tale, I preye ’ (48) 

hjL plttif 


THE TALE OF MELIBEUS 

Here biginneth Chaucers Tale of Mehbee 

§ 1 A yong man called Mehbeus, hath he left inwith his lions, of which the 
mighty and riche, bigat up on his wyf dores weron fast y-shette / Three of his 
that called was Prudence, a doghtei olde foos han it espyed, and setten laddres 
which that called was Sophie / to the walles of his hous, and by the 

§ 2 Upon a day bifol, that he for his windowes been entred, / and hetten his si 6 o 
desport is went in-to the feeldes him to wyf, and wounded his doghter with fyve 
pleye / His wyf and eek his doghtei mortal woundes m fyve sondry places , / 
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this IS to seyn, in liir feet, in hir 1 andes, 
in hir ercs, in liir nose, and in hir mouth , 
and leften hir for deed, and wenten 
awey / 

§ 3 Whan Mehbeus retourned was in- 
to his hous, and saugh al this meschief, 
he, lyk a mad man, rendingo his clothes, 
gan to wepe and crye / 

§ 4 Prudence his wyf, as ferforth as 
she dorste, hisoghte him of his weping for 
to stinte , / but nat for-thy he gan to 
^^5 crye and wepcn ever longer the more / 

§ 5 This noble wyf Prudence remem- 
bered hir upon the sentence of Ovide, in 
his book that cleped is The Remedio of 
Love, wher as he seith , / ‘ he is a fool 
that destourbeth the moder to wepon in 
the deoth of hir child, til she have wept 
hir fiUe, as for a certein tyme , / and 
thanne shal man doon his diligence with 
amiable wordes hir to reconforte, and 
preyon hir of hir weping for to stinte ’ / 
For which rosoun this noble wyf Prudence 
suffred hir housbond for to wepe and crye 
as for a certein space , / and whan she 
saugh hir tyme, she seyde him in this 
wyse ‘ Allas, my lord,’ quod she, ‘ why 
I/O make ye your self for to be lyk a fool? / 
For sothe, it aperteneth nat to a wys 
man, to maken swiche a sorwe / Your 
doghter, with the grace of god, shal j 
warisshe and escape / And al were it so i 
that she right now wore deed, ye ne oghte 
nat as for hir deeth your-solf to destroye / 
Senek seith “the wise man shal nat 
take to greet disconfort for the deeth of 
his children, / but certes he sholde suffren 
it in pacience, as wel as he abydeth the 
1/5 deeth of his oweno propre persono ” ’ / 

§ 6 This Mehbeus answerde anon and 
seyde, ‘ What man,’ quod he, ‘ sholde of 
his weping stinte, that hath so greet 
a cause for to wepe ? / J esu Crist, our 
lord, him-self wepto for the deeth of 
Lazarus his freend ’/ Prudence answerde, 

‘ Certes, wel I woot, attempree weping is 
no-thing defended to him that sorweful 
IS, amonges folk in sorwe, but it is rather 
graunted him to wepe / The Apostle 
Paul un-to the Eomayns wryteth, “ man 
shal rejoyse with hem that maken joye, 


and wepen with swich folk as wepen ” / 
But thogh attempree weping be y- 
graunted, outrageous wepmg certes is 
defended / Mesure of weping sholde be 
considered, after the loro that techeth us 
Senek / “Whan that thy freend is 
deed,” quod ho, “ lat nat thyne eyen to 
moyste been of teres, no to muche drye , 
althogh the teres come to thyne eyen, lat 
hem nat falle ” / And whan thou hast 
for-goon thy Ireond, do diligence to geto 
another freend , and this is more wysdom 
than for to wepe for thy freend which 
that thou hast lorn , for ther-inne is no 
bote / And therfore, if ye governe yow 
by sapience, put awoy sorw e out of your 
herto / Tlomenibre yow that Tcsus Syrak 
seith “ a man that is joyous and glad in 
herte, it him conserveth florisshmg in his 
age , but soothlj sorweful herte maketh 
his bones dryo ” / He seith eek thus 
“that sorwe in herte slceth ful many 
a man ” / Salomon seith “ that, right 
as motthes in the shepes floes anoyeth to 
the clothes, and the smalo wormes to the 
tree, right so anoyeth sorwe to the 
herte”/ Wherfore us oghte, as ^vel in 
the deeth of our childien as in the losse 
of our goodes temporels, have pacience / 
§ 7 Eemembre yow up-on the pacient 
Job, whan he hadde lost his children and 
his temporel substance, and in his body 
endured and receyvod ful many a grevous 
tnbulacioun , yet seyde he thus / “our 
lord hath yoven it me, our lord hath 
biraft it me , right as our lord hath wold, 
right so it IS doon , blessed be the name 
of our lord ” ’ / To thise foreseide thinges 
answerde Mehbeus un-to his wyf Pru- 
dence ‘ Alla thy wordes,’ quod he, ‘been 
sothe, and ther to profitable , but trewely 
myn herte is troubled with this sorwe so 
grevously, that I noot what to done ’ / 

‘ Lat calle,’ quod Prudence, ‘ thy trewe 
freendes alle, and thy Image whiche that 
been wyse , telleth your cas, and herkneth 
what they seye in conseiling, and yow 
governe after hir sentence / Salomon 
seith “ werk alle thy thinges by conseil, 
and thou shalt never repente ’ ’ / 

§ 8 Thanne, by the conseil of his wyf 
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Prudence, this Melibeus leet callen a greet 
congregacioun of folk, / as surgiens, 
phisiciens, olde folk and yonge, and 
somme of hise olde enemys recon siled as 
by liir semblaunt to his love and in to his 
95 grace , / and ther-with-al thor comen 
somme of hise neighebores that diden 
him reverence more for drede than for 
love, as it happeth ofte / Ther comen 
also ful many subtile flatereres, and -wyse 
advocats lerned in the lawo / 

§ 9 And whan this folk togidre as- 
sembled weren, this Mehbeus in sorweful 
wyse shewed horn his cas , / and by the 
manere of his speche it semed that in 
herte he bar a cruel ire, redy to doon 
yengeaunce up on hise foos, and sodeynly 
desired that the werre sholde biginne , / 
but nathclees yet axed he hir conseil upon 
00 this matere / A surgien, by licence and 
assent of swiche as v eren wyse, up roos 
and un-to Melibeus scyde as 30 may 
here / 

§ 10 ‘ Sir,’ quod he, ‘ as to us sarglens 
aperteneth, that we do to eveiy wight the 
beste that we can, wher-as we been with- 
holde, and to our pacients that we do no 
damage, / wherfoie it happeth, many 
tyme and ofte, that whan twey men han 
everich wounded other, oon same surgien 
heleth hem bothe , / wherefore un to our 
art it is nat pertinent to nonce werre, ne 
parties to supporte / But certes, as to 
the warisshinge of your doghter, al be-it 
so that she peiilously be wounded, we 
shullen do so ententif bisinesse fro day 
to night, that with the grace of god she 
shal be hool and sound as sone as is 
05 possible ’ / Almost right in the same 
wyse the phisiciens answerden, save that 
they seyden a fewe wordes more / ‘ That, 
right as maladyes been cured by hir 
contraries, right so shul men warisshe 
werre by vengeaunce ’ / His neighebores, 
ful of envye, his feyned freendes that 
semeden reconsiled, and his flatereres, / 
maden semblant of weping, and em- 
peireden and agreggeden muchel of this 
matere, in preismg greetly Melibee of 
might, of power, of richesse, and of 
freendes, despysinge the power of his 


adversaries, / and seiden outroly that he 
anon sholde wreken him on his foos and 
biginne werre / 22 

§ 11 Up roos thanne an advocat that 
was wys, by levo and by conseil of othere 
that were wyse, and sejde / ‘ Lordiiiges, 
the nede for which we been assembled in 
this place is a ful hevy thing and an 
heigh matere, / by-cause of the wrong 
and of the wikkednesse that hath be 
doon, and eek by resoun of the grete 
damages that in tyme cominge been 
possible to fallen for this same cause , / 
and eek by resoun of the grete richesse 
and power of the parties bothe , / for the 
wliiche resouns it were a ful greet peril 
to erren in this matere / Wherfore, 22 
Melibeus, tins is our sentence we con- 
seille yow aboven alio thing, that right 
anon thou do thy diligence in kepinge of 
thy propre persone, in swich a wyse that 
thou no wante noon espye ne wacche, thy 
body for to save / And after that we 
conseille, that in thyn hous thou sette 
sufhsant gai nisoun, so that they may as 
wel thy body as th}^! hous defende / 
But certes, for to moeve werre, or so- 
deynly for to doon vengeaunce, we may 
nat demen in so litel tyme that it were 
profitable / Wherfore we axen leyser 
and espace to have deliberacioun in this 
cas to dome / For the commune proverbe 
seith thus “he that sone demeth, sone 
shal repente ” / And eek men seyn that aa 
thilke juge is wys, that sone under- 
stondeth a matere and juggeth by leyser / 
For al-be-it so that alle tarying be 
anoyful, algates it is nat to repreve in 
yevinge of jugement, ne in vengeance- 
taking, whan it is suffisant and reson- 
able / And that showed our lord Jesu 
Crist by ensample, for whan that the 
womman that was taken in avoutne was 
broght in his presence, to knowen what 
sholde be doon with hir persone, al-be-it 
so that he wiste wel him-self what that 
he wolde answere, yet ne wolde he nat 
answere sodeynly, but he wolde have 
deliberacioun, and in the ground he 
wroot twyes / And by thise causes we 
axen dehberacioun, and we shal thanne, 
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by the grace of god, conseille thee thing 
that shal be profitable ’/ 

§ 12 Up stuten thanne the vonge folk 
at-ones, and the inoste partie of that 
companye lian scorned the olde wyse 
men, and bigonnen to make noyso, and 
*225 seyden that, / right so as wh;^! that iron 
IS hoot, men sholden smyte, right so, men 
sholde wreken hir wronges whyle that 
they been fresshe and newo , and with 
loud voys they cryden, ‘ werro » werre ’ ’/ 
Up roos tho oon of thise olde wyse, and 
with his hand made contenaunce that 
men sholde holden hem stille and yoven 
him audience / ‘Lordinges,’ quod he, 
‘ ther 18 ful many a man that cryeth 
“ werre ’ werre ’ ” that woot ful litel what 
werre amounteth / Werre at his bi- 
ginning hath so greet an entree and so 
large, that every wight may entre whan 
him lyketh, and lightly finde werre / 
But, certes, what ende that shal ther-of 
•230 bifalle, it IS nat light to knowe / For 
sothly, whan that werre is ones bigonne, 
ther IS ful many a child unborn ot his 
moder, that shal sterve yong by-causo of 
that like werre, or elles live in sorwe and 
dye in wrecchednesse / And ther-fore, 
er that any werre biginne, men moste 
have greet conseil and greet delibera- 
cioun y And whan this olde man wende 
to enforcen liis tale by resons, wel ny 
nlle at-ones bigonne they to ryse for to 
breken his tale, and boden him ful ofte 
his wordes for to abregge / For soothly, 
he that precheth to hem that listen nat 
heren his wordes, his sermon hem 
anoyeth / For Jesus Syrak seith that 
‘ musik in wepinge is anoyous thing ’ , 
this IS to seyn as muche availleth 
to speken bifore folk to whiche his 
speche anoyeth, as dooth to singe 
'235 bifom him that wepeth / And whan 
this wyse man saugh that him wanted 
audience, al shamefast he sette him doun 
agayn / For Salomon seith ‘ther-as 
thou ne mayst have noon audience, 
enforce thee nat to speke ’/ ‘I see wcl,’ 
quod this wyse man, ‘ that the commune 
proverbe is sooth , that “ good conseil 
•wanteth whan it is most nede ” ’/ 


§ 13 Yet hadde this Molibeus in hig 
conseil many folk, that prively in his ere 
conseilled him certeyn thing, and con 
seilled him the contrarie in general 
audience / 

Whan Melibeus hadde herd that the 
gretteste paitie of lus conseil weren 
accorded that he sholde maken werre, 
anoon he consented to hir conseiUing, 
and fully affeimedliir sentence / Thanne 
dame Prudence, whan that she saugh how 
that hir housbonde shoop him for to 
wreken him on his foos, and to higinne 
werre, she in ful humble wyse, when she 
saugh hir tymo, seide him thise wordes / 
‘ My lord,’ quod she, ‘ I yow biseche as 
hertely as I dar and can, ne haste yow 
nat to faste, and for nlle guerdons as 
yeveth me audience / Foi Piers Alfonce 
seith “ wlio-so that dooth to that other 
good or harm, haste thee nat to quyten 
it , for m this wyse thy freend wol abyde, 
and thyn enemy shal the longer live in 
drode ” / The pro\ erbo seith “he hasteth 
wel that wysely can abyde”, and in 
wikked haste is no profit ’/ 

§ 14 Tins Mehbee answerde un-to his 
wyf Prudence ‘ I purpose nat,’ quod he, 
‘ to werke by thy conseil, for many causes 
and resouns For certes every wight 
wolde holde me thanne a fool , / this is 
to seyn, if I, for thy consciUing, wolde 
chaungen thinges that been ordeyned 
and affermed by so manye wyse / 
Secoundly I seyo, tliat alle wommen been 
wikke and noon good of hem alle For 
“of a thousand men,” seith Salomon, 
“ I fond a good man hut certes, of alio 
wommen, good womman fond I never ”/ 
And also certes, if I governed me by thy 
conseil, it sholde seme that I hadde yeve 
to thee over me the maistrie , and god 
forbede that it so were / For Jesus 
Syrak seith, “that if the wyf have 
maistrie, she is contrarious to hir hous- 
bonde ” / And Salomon seith “ never 
in thy lyf, to thy wyf, ne to thy child, ne 
to thy freond, ne yeve no power over thy- 
self For bottre it were that thy children 
aske of thy persone thinges that hem 
nedeth, than thou see thy self in the 
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I wolde werlvo by thy conseilling, certes 
my conseilling moste som tyme be secree, 
til it were tyme that it moste bo knowe , 
and this ne may noght be / [fFor it is 
writen, that “ the janglene of wommen 
can hyden thinges that they witen 
noght ” / Furthermore, the philosophre 
soith, “m wikked consexl wommen ven- 
quisshe men ” , and for thise resouns I ne 
ow nat uson thy conseil ’] / 

§ 16 Whanne dame Prudence, ful 
debonairly and with greet pacienco, 
hadde herd al that hir housbonde lyked 
for to seye, thanne axed she of him 
licence for to speko, and seyde in this 
wyse / ‘ My loi d,’ quod she, ‘ as to your 
firste resoun, certes it may lightly lieen 
answered For I seyt , that it is no folie 
to chaunge conseil whan the thing is 
chaunged , or dies wh in the thing 

>55 someth otherTveyes than it was biforn / 
And more over I seye, th it though ye han 
sworn and bihiglit to perfourne -your 
emprise, and nathelees yo weyvo to pci- 
fourne thilke same empiise by juste 
cause, men sholde nat seyn therefore that 
ye were a Iyer ne forsworn / For the 
book seith, that “the wyse man maketh 
no lesing whan he turneth his oorage to 
the bettre ” / And al-bc-it so that >our 
emprise he cstiblisstd and ordeyiied by 
greet multitude ol folk, yet thar je nat 
accomphee thilke same oidinaume but 
yow lyke / For the trouthe ot thingcs 
and the piofit been rather founden in 
fewe folk that been wy&o and ful ot 
resoun, than by greet multitude ot folk, 
ther every man cryetli and clateroth what 
that him lyketh Sootlily swich multi- 
tude is nat honeste / As to the seconde 
resoun, whero-as ye seyn that “ alle 
wommen been wikke,” save youi grace, 
certes ye despy sen alle wommen in this 
wyse, and “he that alio despyseth alle 

60 displeseth,” as seith the book / And 1 
Senek seith that “who-so wole have 
sapience, shal no man dispreise , hut ho 
shal gladly techen the science that he 
can, with-outen presumpcioun or prydo / 
And swiche thinges as he nought ne can, 
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he shal nat been ashamed to leme hem 
and onquere of lasse folk than him-self ”/ 
And sir, that ther hath been many 
a good womman, may lightly be proved / 
For certes, sir, our lord Jesu Crist wolde 
never have descended to he born of 
a womman, if alle wommen hadden ben 
wikko / And after that, for the grete 
bounteo that is in wommen, our lord Jesu 
Crist, whan he was iisen fro deeth to 
lyve, appeered rather to a womman than 
to his apostles / And though that 22 
S<ilomon seith, that “he ne fond never 
womman good,” it folweth nat therfore 
that alle wommen hen wikke / For 
though that he ne foud no good womman, 
certes, ful many another man hath 
founden many a womman ful good and 
trewo / Or elks per-a\enturo the en- 
tente of Salomon was this , that, as in 
soveieyn boimtee, he fond no womman , / 
this IS to sc vn, that ther is no wight that 
liath sovercyn bounteo save god allone , 
as ho him-selt recordeth m his Evaun- 
gelie / t or ther nis no creature so good 
that him ne wanteth som whit of the 
peifecdoun of god, that is his maker / 22 
Your thridde resoun is this ye sejm that 
“if ye govemo yow by my conseil, it 
sholde seme that ye hadde yeve me the 
maistiie and the lordshipo over your 
pcisone ”/ Sir, save your grace, it is nat 
bo For il it were so, that no man sholde 
bo conseilled hut only of hem that hadden 
lordshipe and maistiie of his persone, men 
woklen nat be conseilled so ofte / For 
soothly, thilke man that asketh conseil of 
a purpos, yet hath ho free chois, wheither 
he wole werko by that conseil or noon / 
And as to your fourthe resoun, ther ye 
seyn that “ the janglene of wommen hath 
hid thinges that they woot noght,” as 
who seith, that “ a womman can nat hyde 
that she woot ” , / sir, thise wordes been 
understonde of wommen that been jan- 
gleresses and wikked , / of whiche worn- 22 
men, men seyn that “three thinges 
dryven a man out of his hous , that is to 
seyn, smoke, dropping of reyii, and 
wikked wy ves ” , / and ot swicho wommen 
seith Salomon, that “ it were bettre 
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dwolle 111 desert, than with. womman 
that IS riotous ” / And sir, by your leve, 
that am nat I , / for ye han ful ofte 
assayed my grete silence and my gret 
pacience, and eck how wel that I can 
hyde and hele thinges that men oghte 
secreolv to hyde / And soothly, as to 
your fifthe resoun, wher-as ye seyn, that 
“ in wikked conseil wommen vcnquisshe 
men ” , god woot, thiUce resoun stant 
5 o here in no stedo / For understond now, 
ye asken conseil to do wikkodnesse , / and 
if ye wolo worken wikkodnesse, and your 
wyf restreyneth thilke wikked purpos, 
and overcometh yow by resoun and by 
good conseil , / ccrtes, your wyf oghte 
rather to bo proised than y-blamed / 
Thus sholde ye understonde the philo- 
sophre that seith, “ in wikked conseil 
wommen yenquisshen hir housbondes ” / 
And ther-as ye blamen alle wommen and 
hir resouns, I shal shewe yow by manye 
ensamples that many a womman hath 
ben ful good, and yet been , and hir 
85 oonseils ful hoolsome and profitable / 
Eek som men han seyd, that “ the con- 
seillinge of wommen is outher to dere, or 
elles to htel of prys ” / But al-be-it so, 
that ful many a womman is badde, and 
hir conseil vile and noght worth, yet han 
men founde ful many a good womman, 
and ful discrete and wise in conseillinge / 
Lo, Jacob, by good conseil of his moder 
Eebekka, wan the benisoun of Ysaak his 
fader, and the lordshipe over alle his 
bretheren / Judith, by hir good conseil, 
delivered the citee of Bethuhe, m which 
she dwelled, out of the handes of Olo- 
fernus, that hadde it biseged and wolde 
have al destroyed it / Abigail dehvered 
Nabal hir housbonde fro David the kmg, 
that wolde have slayn him, and apaysed 
the ire of the king by hir wit and by hir 
t90 good conseilling / Hester by hir good 
conseil enhaunced greetly the peple ot 
god in the regne of Assuerus the king / 
And the same boimtee in good conseilling 
of many a good womman may men telle / 
And moreover, whan our lord hadde creat 
Adam our forme-fader, he seyde in this 
wyse / “ it IS nat good to been a man 


allone , make we to him an help semb- 
lable to himself ” / Here may ye se that, 
if that wommen were nat goode, and hir 
conseils goode and profitable, / our lord 
god of hevene wolde never han wroght 
hem, no called hem help of man, but 
rather confusioun of man / And ther 
seyde ones a clerk in two vers “ what is 
bettre than gold^ Jaspre What is bettre 
than laspre? Wisdom / And what is 
bettre than wisdom? Womman And 
what IS bettre than a good womman? 
No thing ” / And sir, by manye ot othre 
resons may ye seen, that manye wommen 
been goode, and hir conseils goode and 
profitable J And therfore sir, if ye wol 
triste to mv conseil, I shal restore yow 
your doghter hool and sound / And eek 
I wol do to yow so muche, that ye shul 
have honour in this cause ’ / 

§ 16 Whan Melibee hadde herd the 
wordes of his wyf Prudence, he seyde 
thus / ‘I see vel that the word of 
Salomon is sooth , ho seith, that “wordes 
that been spoken discreetly by ordinaunce, 
been honycombos , for they yeven swet- 
iiesse to the soule, and hoolsomnesse to 
the body / And wyf, by-cause of thy 
swete woi des, and eek for I have assayed 
and proved thy grete sapience and thy 
grete trouthe, I wol goveme me by thy 
conseil in alle thing ’ / 

§ 17 ‘Now sir,’ quod dame Prudence, 
‘ and sm ye voucho-sauf to been governed 
by my conseil, I wol enforme yow how ye 
shul govorne your self in chesinge of your 
conseillours / Ye shul first, in alle your 
werkes, mekely biseken to the heighe god 
that he wol be your conseillour , / and 
shapeth yow to swich entente, that he 
yeve yow conseil and confort, as taughte 
Thobio his sone / “at alle tymes thou 
shalt blesse god, and praye him to dresse 
thy weyes”, and looke that alle thy 
conseils been m him for evermore / Seint 
Jame eek seith “if any of yow have 
nede of sapience, axe it of god ” / And 
afterward thanne shul ye taken conseil 
in your-self, and examine wel your 
thoghtes, of swich thing as yow thinketh 
that IS best for your profit / And thanne 
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shul ye dryve fro your herte three thmges 
that been contranouse to good ronseil, / 
that IS to seyn, ire, coveitise, and hastif- 
nesse / 

§ 18 First, he that axeth conseil of 
him self, certes he moste been with onten 
ire, for manye causes / The firste is 
this he that hath greet ire and wratthe 
in him-self, he weneth alwey that he 
may do thing that he may nat do / And 
secoundely, he that is irons and wroth, 
5 he ne may nat wel deme , / and he that 
may nat wel deme, may nat wel con- 
seiUe / The thndde is this, that “he 
that is irons and wrooth,” as seith Senek, 
“ ne may nat speke but he blame thmges ”,/ 
and with his viciouse wordes he stireth 
other folk to angre and to ire / And 
eek sir, ye moste dryre coveitise out of 
your lierte / For the apostle seith, that 
D “ coveitise is rote of alle harmes ” / And 
trust wel that a coveitous man ne can 
noght deme ne thmke, but only to fnlfille 
the ende of his coveitise , / and certes, 
that ne may never been accompliced , 
for ever the more habundannce that ho 
hath of nchesse, the more he desjueth / 
And sir, ye moste also di y ve out of your 
herte hastifnesse , for certes, / ye ne may 
nat demo for the beste a sodeyn thought 
that fallcth in youre herte, but ye moste 
avyse yow on it ful ofte / For as ye 
herde biforn, the commune pro^erbo is 
tins, that “ he that sono demeth, sone 
5 repentetli ” / 

§ 19 Sir, ye ne bo nat alwey in lyke 
disposicioun , / for certes, som thing 

that somtyme semeth to yow that it is 
good for to do, another tymo it semeth 
to yow the contrarie / 

§ 20 Whan ye han taken conseil m 
your self, and han domed by good delib- 
eracion swich thmg as you semeth best, / 
thanne rede I yow, that ye kepe it 
secree / Biwrey nat your conseil to no 
persone, but-if so be that ye wenen sik- 
erly that, thurgh jour biwreymg, your 
condicioun shal be to yow the more 
□ profitable / For Jesus Syrak seith 
“neither to thy foo ne to thy freend 
discovere nat thy secree ne thy fohe , / 
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for they wol yeve yow audience and 
lokingand supportacioun in thy presence, 
and scorne thee in thyn absence ” / 
Another clerk seith, that “ scarsly shaltou 
linden any persone that may kepe con- 
seil secreely ” / The book seith “ whyl 
that thou kepest thy conseil in thyn 
herte, thou kepest it in thy prisoun / 
and whan thou biwreyest thy conseil to 
any wight, he holdeth thee in his 
snare ” / And therefore yow is bettre 2^3 
to hyde your conseil in your heite, than 
praye him, to whom ye han biwreyed 
your conseil, that he wole kepen it cloos 
and stille / For Seneca seith “ if so be 
that thou ne mayst nat thyn owene con- 
seil hyde, how darstou prayen any other 
wight thy conseil secreely to kepe?”/ 

But nathelees, if thou wene sikerly that 
the biwreymg of thy conseil to a persone 
wol make thy condicioun to stonden in 
the bettre plyt, thanne shaltou tellen 
him thy conseil m this wyse / First, 
thou shalt make no semblant whether 
thee were lever pees or werre, or this or 
that, ne shewe him nat thy wille and 
thyn entente , / for trust wel, that 
comunly thise conseillours been flater- 
eres, / namely the conseillours of grete 234 
lordes , / for they enforcen hem alwey 
rather to speken plesante wordes, enclyn- 
mge to the lordes lust, than wordes that 
been trewe or profitable / And therfore 
men seyn, that “ the riche man hath seld 
good conseil but-if he have it of him- 
self”/ And after that, thou shalt con- 
sidere thy freendes and thyne enemys / 
And as touch mge thy freendes, thou shalt 
considers whiche of hem been most 
feithful and most wyse, and eldest and 
most approved in consoillmg / And of 234 
hem shalt thou aske thy conseil, as the 
caas requireth / 

§ 21 I seye that first ye shul clepe to 
your conseil your freendes that been 
trewe / For Salomon seith that “right 
as the herte of a man delyteth in savour 
that is sote, right so the conseil of trewe 
freendes yeveth swetenesse to the soule ”/ 

He seith also “ther may no-thing be 
lykned to the trewe freend ”/ For 
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certes, gold ne silver beth * at so muche 
»35o worth os the gode wil of a trowe fieenih / 
And eek he seith, that “ a trewe freend 
IS a strong deifense , who-so that it 
findetli, certes he findeth a gieet trc- 
sour / Thanne sliul yo tek considere, 
if that your trewe freendes been dis- 
crete and wyso For the book seith 
“ axe alwey thy conseil ot hem that been 
wyse ” / And by this same lesoun shul j 
ye clepen to your conseil, of y our freendes I 
that been of age, swiche as ban seyn and j 
been export in manye thing( s, and been 
approved in const ilhnges / For the 
book seith, that “in olde men is the 
saiuonce and in longe tyme the pru- 
dence”/ And Tullius seith that“grete 
thinges ne been nat ay accompheed by 
strengthe, ne by delivernesse of body, 
but by good conseil, by auctoritee of per- 
sones, and by science, the ’whiche three j 
thinges ne been nat feble by age, but j 
certes they enforceii and encicesen day 
2355 by day”/ And thanne shul ye kci)o 
this for a generil reule First shul ye 
clepen to your conseil a fewe of your 
freendes that been especiale , / for Salo- 
mon seith “ manye freendes have thou , 
but among a thousand chese thee oon to 
be thy conseiUour ” / For al-be-it so 
that thou first ne telle thy conseil but 
to a fewe, thou mayst afterward telle it 
to mo folk, if it be nede / But loLe 
alwey that thy conseillours have thillve 
three condiciouns that I have sey d bifore , 
that IS to seyn, that they be trewe, wyse, 
and of old experience / And werke nat 
alwey in every nede by oon counseillour 
allone , for somtyme bihoveth it to been 
'360 conseilled by manye / For Salomon 
seith “salvacioun of thinges is wher-as 
ther been manye conseillouis ’ / 

§ 22 Now sitli that I have told yow 
of which folk ye sholde been counseilled, 
now wol I teche yow which conseil ye 
oghte to eschewe / First ye shul eschewe j 
the conseillmg of foies , foi Salomon seith 
“ taak no conseil of a fool, for he ne can 
noght conseiUe but after his owene lust 
and his affeccioun ”/ The book seith 
that ‘ the propretee of a fool is tins , he 


troweth lightly harm of every wight, 
and lightly troweth alle bountoe in him- 
self ” / Thou shalt eek eschewe the con- 
seillmg of dlle fiateieres, swiche as en- 
forcen hem rather to preisc your persone 
by flaterye than for to telle yow the 
sotlifastnesse of tlunges / 

§ 2o Wbei fore Tullius seith “amonges 
alle the pestilences that been in fieend- 
shipc, the grettobte is flaterye ” And thei- 
fore lb it more nede that thon eschewe and 
drede flaterercs than anj other peple / 
The book seith “ thou shalt rathei drede 
and flee fro the svvote wordes of flatt ringe 
prcibcres, than fio the egre wordes of thy 
freend that seith thee thy sothes ” / 
Salomon seith, that “the wordes of a 
flatcrcre ib a snare to cacche with inno- 
cents”/ He seith also, that “he that 
si)ckcth to his fieend wordes of swetnesse 
and of x>lesaunce, settetli a net biforn 
his feet to c icche him ” / And therfore 
scitli Tullius “ enclyno nat thyne eres to 
flatercres, nc taketh no conseil of wordes 
of flaterye ” / And C iton seith “ avyso 
thee wel, and eschewe the wordes ot 
swetnesse and of plesaunce ” / And eck 
thou shalt eschewe the conseillmg of 
thyne olde enemys that been reconsiled / 
The book seith that “no wight re- 
tourneth saufly in-to the giace of his 
olde enemy”/ And Isope seith “no 
trust nat to hem to whiche thou hast 
had som tyme werre or enmitee, ne telle 
hem nat thy conseil”/ And Seneca 
telleth the cause why “ It may nat be,” 
seith lie, “that, where greet fyr hath 
longe tyme endured, that thei ne dwell- 
eth bom vapour of warmnesse ” / And 
therfore seith Salomon “m thyn olde 
foo trust never”/ For sikerly, though 
thyn enemy be leconsiled and maketh 
thee chere of humxlitee, and louteth to 
thee with Ins hoed, ne trust him never / 
For certes, he maketh thilke feyned hu- 
militee more for Ins profit than for any 
love of thy persone , by-cause that he 
demeth to have victorie over thy persone 
by swich feyned contonance, the which 
victorie he mighte nat have by stryf or 
werre / And Peter Alf once seith “maka 
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no felawsliipo witli thyne olde enemys, 
for if thou do hem bountee, they wol per- 
Verten it in-to wikkednesae ” / And eek 
thou most cschewo the conseillmg of hem 
that been thy servants, and heron thee 
greet reverence , for peraventure they 
(380 seyn it more for dredo than for love / 
And therfore seith a philosophre in this 
wjse “ther is no wight parhtly trewe 
to him that ho to sore dredeth ” / And 
Tullius seitli “ther ms no might so 
greet of any emperour, that longe may 
endure, but if he have more love of the 
pople than dredc ” / Thou slialt also 
eschew e the conseiling of folk that been 
dionkelewe, for they ne can no conseil 
hyde / Fcr Salomon seith “ther is 
no piivetee ther as regnoth dionke 
nesso ” / \ e slinl also han in suspect 

the conseillmg of swich folk as conseillo 
■yow a thing privelj, and conseille yow 
2385 the contrarie openlj / For Cossidorie 
seith that “it is a maner sleighte to 
hindro, whin he sheweth to doon a thing 
openly and worketh prively the con- 
trarie ” / Thou shalt also have in suspect 
the consoillmg of wikked folk For the 
book seith “the conseillmg of wikked 
folk IS alwey ful of fiaudo ” / And David 
seith “bhsful is that man that hath 
nat folwed the conseillmg of shrewes”/ 
Thou shalt also eschewe the conseillmg 
of \ ong folk , for hir conseil is nat rype / 
§ 24 Now sir, sitli I have showed yow 
of which folk JO shul take jour conseil, 
and of which folk ye shul folwe the 
2390 conseil, / now wol I techa j ow how ye 
shal examine your conseil, alter the doc- 
trine of Tullius / In the exammmge 
thanne of j our conseillour, ye shul con- 
sidere manje thinges / Alderfirst thou 
shalt considere, that in thilke thing that 
thou purposes!, and uiion what thing 
thou wolt have conseil, that verray 
troutho be seyd and conserved, this is 
to seyn, telle trewely thy tale / For he 
that seith fals may nat wel be conseiUed, 
in that cas of which he lyeth / And 
after this, thou shalt considere the thinges 
that acorden to that thou purposest for 
to do by thy conseillours, if resoun 


accorde therto , / and eek, if thy liiight J395 
may atteme ther-to, and if the more 
part and the bettre part of thy con- 
seillours acorde ther to, or no / Thanne 
shaltou considers what thmg shal folwe 
of that conseillmg , as hate, pees, werre, 
grace, profit, or damage, and manje 
othere thinges / And mallethise thinges 
thou shalt chesG the beste, and weyve 
alle otliero thinges / Thanne shaltow 
considere of what rote is engendred the 
matere of thy conseil, and what fruit 
it may conceyve and ongendie / Thou 
shalt eek considere alls thise causes, fio 
whennes they been sprongen / And 2400 
whan ve han examined your conseil as 
I have sejd, and which partio is the 
bettre an<l more profitable, and hast 
approved it by manyo wyse folk and 
olde , / thanne shaltou considere, if thou 
majst parfourne it and maken of it a 
good ende / For certes, resoun wol nat 
that any man sholdo biginne a thmg, 
but if he mighte parfourne it as him 
oghte / No no wight sholdo take up on 
hym so hevy a cliaige that he mighto 
nat hero it / For the proverbe seith 
“ho that to mufho ombraceth, distrcj- 
ncth litel “ / And Catoun seith “ assay 2405 
to do swich thmg as thou hast power to 
doon, lest that the charge oppresse thee 
so sore, that thee bihoveth to wejwe 
thmg that thou hast bigonno ” / And 
if so be that thou be in doute, whether 
thou mayst paifourno a thing or noon, 
chese rather to suffre than bigmne / 

And Piers Alphonco seith “ if thou hast 
might to doon a thmg of which thou 
most repen to thee, it is bettre ‘nay’ 
than ‘ye’,”/ this is to seyn, that thee 
is bettre holde thy tonge stille, than for 
to speke / Thanne may ye understonde 
by stronger resons, that if thou hast 
power to parfourne a work of which thou 
shalt repente, thanne is it bettre that 
thou suffre than bigmne / Wel seyn 2410 
they, that defenden every wight to assaye 
any thmg of which he is in doute, 
whether he may parfourne it or no / 

And after, whan ye han examined yoar 
conseil as I hav e seyd biforn, and knowen 
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■wel that ye may parfonme youre eir- 
prise, conferme it thanne sadly til it be 
at an ende / 

§ 26 Now IS it resoun and t^me that 
I shewe yow, whanne, and wlierfore, that 
ye may chaunge your conseil with outen 
your repreve / Soothly, a man may 
chaungen his purpos and his conseil if 
the cause cesseth, or whan a newe caas 
bitydeth / For the lawe seith that 
“upon thinges that newely bityden 
241'! bihoveth newe conseil”/ And Stnek 
seith “if thy conseil is comen to the 
eres of thyn enemy, chaunge thy con 
sell”/ Thou maj^st also chaunge thy 
conseil if so be that thou findo that, by 
errour or by other cause, harm or damage 
may bityde / Also, if thy conseil be 
dishonest, or elles comcth of dishoneste 
cause, chaunge thy conseil / For the 
lawes seyn that “ alle bihestes that been 
dishoneste been of no value”/ And 
eek, if it so be that it be inpossible, or 
2420 may nat goodly be parfourned or kept / 

§ 26 And take this tor a general reule, 
that every conseil that is atfermed so 
strongly that it may nat be chaunged, 
for no condicioun that may bityde, I 
seye that thilke conseil is wikked ’ / 

§ 27 This Melibeus, whanne he hadde 
herd the doctrine of his wyf dame Pru 
uence, answerde in this wyse / ‘ Dame,’ 
f uod he, ‘ as yet in to this tyme ye han 
wel and covenably tiuglit me as in 
general, how I shal governo mo m the 
chesinge and in the withholdmge of 
my conseillouis / But now wolde I 
fayn that ye woldo condeseende in 
especial, / and telle me how lykoth 
yow, or what semeth vow, by our 
conseiUours that we han chosen in our 
2425 present nede ’ / 

§ 28 My lord,’ quod she, ‘ I biseke 
yow in al humblesse, that ye wol nat 
wilfully replye agayn my resouns, ne 
distempre your herte thogh I speke 
thmg that yow displeso / Foi god wot 
that, as in myn entente, I speke it for 
your beste, for your honour and for your 
profite eke / And soothly, I hope that 
your bemgnitee wol taken it in pacience / 


Trusteth me wel,’ quod she, ‘that your 
conseil as in this caas ne sholde nat, 
as to speke properly, be called a con- 
seilhng, but a mocioun or a moevyng of 
folye , / in which conseil ye han erred in 
many a sondry wyse / 2430 

^ 29 First and forward, ye han erred 
m th’assemblinge of your conseiUours / 

For ye sholde first have cleped a fewe 
folk to your conseil, and after ye mighte 
han shewed it to mo folk, if it hadde 
been nede / But certes, ye han sodeynly 
cleped to your conseil a greet multitude 
of peple, ful chargoant and ful anoyous 
for to here / Also ye han erred, for 
there-as ye sholden only have cleped to 
your conseil your trewe treendes olde and 
'"’yse, / ye han y-cleped straunge folk, 
andyong folk, false flatorcres, and enemys 
reconsiled, and folk that doon yow 
reverence withonten love / And eek 2435 
also yo have erwd, for ye han broght 
with yow to your conseil 11 e, covetise, 
and hastifnesse , / the whiche three 
thinges been contranouse to every conseil 
honeste and profitable , / the whiche 
three thinges ye han nat anicntissed or 
destroyed hem, neither in your self ne 
in your conseiUours, as yow oghte / Ye 
han erred also, for ye han shewed to 
jour fonseillours your tilent, and your 
jilfeccioun to make worro anon and lor 
to do vengeance , / they ban espyed by 
your wordcs to what thing ye been 
enclyned / And thcriore ban they 2440 
rather conseiUed yow to your talent than 
to your profit / Ye han erred also, for 
it semeth that yow sutfyseth to ban boon 
conseiUed by thiso conseiUours only, and 
with litel avys , / wher as, in so greet 
and so heigh a nede, it htdde been 
necessano mo conseiUours, and more 
deliboracioun to parfourne your emprise / 

Ye han erred also, for ve han nat 
exammed yonr conseil in the forseyde 
manere, ne in due manere as the caas 
requireth / Ye han erred also, for ye 
han maked no divisioun bitwixe your 
conseiUours, this is to seyn, bitwixen 
your trewe freendes and your feyned 
conseiUours , / ne ye han nat knowe 2445 
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the wlI of your trewe freendes olde and 
wyse , / but ye ban cast alle hir wordes 
m an hochepot, and enclyned your herto 
to the more part and to the gretter 
nombre , and ther been ye condescended / 
And sith ye wot wel that men shal 
alwey findo a gretter nombre of foies 
than of wyse men,/ and therfore the 
conseils that been at congregaciouns and 
multitudes of folk, ther-as men take 
more reward to the nombre than to the 
sapience of porsones, / ye see wel that in 
swiche conseillinges foies han the mais- 
450 trio ’ / Melibeus answerde agayn, and 
seyde ‘ I graunte wel that I have erred , / 
but thei>as thou hast told me heer-biforn, 
that he ms nat to blame that chaungeth 
luse conseillours in certein caas, and for 
certeine juste causes, / I am al redy to 
chaunge my conseillours, right as thou 
wolt devyse / The proverbe seith that 
“ for to do sinne is mannish, but certes 
for to persevere longe in sinne is werk of 
the deveL” ’ / 

§ 30 To this sentence answerde anon 
45'i dame Prudence, and seyde / ‘Exammeth,’ 
quod she, ‘your conseil, and lat ns see 
the whiche of horn han spoken most 
resonably, and taught yow best consciL / 
And for as-muchc us that the examin 
acioun IS necessarie, lat us biginne at the 
surgiens and at the phisiciens, that first 
speken in this matoro / I sey yow, that 
the surgiens and phisiciens han scyd 
yow in your conseil discreetly, as hem 
oughto , / and in hir speche seyden ful 
wysly, that to the office of hem apor- 
teneth to doon to every wight honour 
and profit, and no wight for to anoyo , / 
and, after hir craft, to doon greet dili- 
gence un-to the cure of hem whiche that 
46(1 they han in hir govemaunce / And 
sir, right as they han answered wysly 
and discreetly,/ right so rede I that 
they been heighly and sovereynly guer- 
doned for hir noble speche , / and eek 
for they sholde do the more ententif 
bismesse in the curacioun of your doghter 
dere / For al be it so that they been 
your freendes, therfore shal ye nat 
suffren that they serve yow for noght , / 
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but ye oghte the rather guerdone hem 
and shewe hem your largesse / And as 2465 
touchinge the proposicioun which that 
the phisiciens entretedeu in this caas, this 
IS to seyn, / that, in maladyes, that oon 
contrarie is warisshed by another con- 
trarie, / 1 wolde fayn knowe how ve 
understonde thilke text, and what is 
your sentence ’ / ‘ Certes,’ quod Melibeus, 

‘ I understonde it m this wyse / that, 
right as they han doon me a contararie, 
right so sholde I doon hem another / 2470 
For right as they han venged hem on me 
and doon mo wrong, right so shal I 
venge me upon hem and doon hem 
wrong , / and thanne have I cured oon 
contrarie by another ’ / 

§ 31 ‘ Lo, lo ' ’ quod dame Prudence, 

‘how lightly 13 every mxii enclyned to 
his owene desyr and to his owene ple- 
saunce ’ / Certes,’ quod she, ‘ the wordes 
of the phisiciens ne sholde nat han been 
nnderston den in this wyse / For certes, 
wikkodnossG is nat contrarie to wikked- 
nesse, ne vongeaunce to vengeaunce, ne 
wrong to wrong , but they been sembla- 
hlo / And therfore, 0 vengeaunce is nat 2475 
wansshed by another vengeaunce, ne 

0 wrong by another wrong , / but everich 
of hem encreesoeth and aggreggeth 
other / But certes, the wordes of the 
phisiciens sholde been understonden in 
this wyse / for good and wikkednesse 
been two contraries, and pees and werre, 
vengeaunce and suffraunce, discord and 
accord, and monye otbere thinges / But 
certes, wikkednesse shal be warisshed by 
goodness©, discord by accord, werre by 
pees, and so forth of othere thinges / 2480 
And hecr-to aocordeth Seint Paul the 
apostle in maiiyo places / He seith 

“ne yeldeth nat harm for harm, ne 
wikked speche for wikked speche , / but 
do wel to him that dootli thee harm, and 
blesse him that seith to thee harm ” / 

And in manye othere places he amones- 
teth pees and accord / But now wol 

1 speke to yow of the conseil which that 
was yeven to yow by the men of lawe and 
the wyse folk, / that seyden alle by oon 2485 
accord as ye han herd bifore , / that, over 


2 
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alle thynges, ye sliolde doon your dili- 
gence to kepen your persone and to 
wamestore your lious / And seyden 
also, that in this caas ye oghten tor to 
werken ful avysely and with greet deli- 
heracioun / And sir, as to the firste 
point, that toucheth to the keping of 
your persone , / ye shul understonde that 
he that hath werre shal evermore mekely 
2490 and devoutly preyen biforn alio thinges, / 
that Jesus Crist of his greto mercy wol 
han him in his proteccioun, and been lug 
sovereyn helping at Ins nede / For 
certes, in this world ther is no v ight that 
may bo conseilled no kept suffisantly 
withouten the keping of our lord Jesu 
Crist / To this sentence accordeth the 
prophete David, that soith / “ if god ne 
kepe the citee, in ydel waketh he that it 
kepeth ” / Now sir, thanne si ul ye com- 
mitte the keping of your persone to your 
trewe froendes that boon approved and 
2495 y knowe , / and of hem shul 1 e axen help 
vour persone for to kcpe For Catoun 
scith “ if thou hast nede of help, axe it 
of thy freendes , / for ther ms noon so 
good a phisicion as thy trewe freend ” / 
And after this, thanne shul ye kepe yow 
fro alle straunge folk, and fro lyeres, and 
have alwey in suspect hir companye / 
For Piers Alfonce seith “ne tak no 
companye by the wcye of a straunge man, 
but-if so be that thou have knowe him of 
a longer tyme / And if so be that he 
falle in-to thy companje paraventuro 
2500 withouten tli> n assent, / enquere thanne, 
as subtiUy as tliou mayst, of his conversa- 
cioun and of his lyf bifore, and feyne thy 
wey , seye that thou goost tinder as thou 
wolt nat go , / and if he bereth a spere, 
hold thee on the right syde, and if he 
here a swerd, hold thee on the lift syde ” / 
And aftei this, thanne shul ye kepe yow 
wysely from alle swich manere peple as I 
have seyd bifore, and hem and hir conseil 
eschewe / And after this, thanne shul 
ye kepe yow in sw;ch manere, / that for 
any presumpcioun of your strengthe, that 
ye ne dispyse nat ne acounte nat the might 
of your adversarie so Ltel, that ye lete 
the keping of your persone for your pre- 


sumpcioun , / for every wys man dredeth 2505 
Ins enemy / And Salomon seith “weleful 
IS he that of alle hath drede , / for certes, 
he that thurgh the hardmesse of his herte 
and thurgh the hardmesse of him self 
hath to greet presumpcioun, him shol 
yvel bit\de ” / Thanne shul ye evermore 
countrewayte embusshements and alle 
espiaille J For Senek seith that “ the 
wyse man that dredeth liarmcs escheweth 
harmes , / ne he ne falleth m-to perils, 
that penis escheweth ” / And al be it so 2510 
that it seme that thou art in siker place, 
yet shaltow alwey do thy diligence in 
kcpinge of thy persone , / this is to seyn, 
ne be nat necligent to kepe thy persone, 
nat only fro thy gretteste enemj^s but fro 
thy leeste enemy / benek seith “a 
man that is wel avysed, he dredeth his 
leste enemy ” / Ovide seith that “ the 
litel wesele wol slee the grete bole and the 
Wilde liert ” / And the book seith “ a 2515 
litel thorn maj' prikke a greet king ful 
soie, and an hound wol holde the wilde 
boor ” / But n ithelees, I sev nat thou 
shalt be so cowaid tint thou doute 
ther wher as is no drede / The book 
seith that “ somme folk han gieet 
lust to deceyve, but yet they dreden 
hem to be deceyved ” / Yet shaltou 
drede to been empoisoned, and kepe 
yow from the companye of scorneres / 

I or the book seith “with scorneres 
make no companye, but flee hir wordes 
as venim ” / 2520 

§ 32 Now as to the secondo point, 
whei as your wyse conseillours conseilled 
yow to wamestore your hous with gret 
diligence, / I wolde fayn knowe, how that 
ye understonde thilke wordes, and what 
IS your sentence ’ / 

§ 33 Melibeus answerde and seyde, 
‘Certes I undeistande it m this wise, 
that I shal wamestore ni\n hous with 
toures, swiche as han castelles and 
otheie manere edifices, and armure 
and artelleries, / by wliiche thinges I 
may my peisono and m>n hous so 
kepen and defenden, that myne enemy s ^ 

shul been in drede myn hous for to 
approohe ’ / 
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§ 34 To this sentence answerdo anon 
Prudence, ‘warnestonng,’ quod she, ‘ot 
heiglie toures and of grete edifices apper 
2525 teneth «?om tyme to pryde , / and eek men 
make heiglie toures and grete edifices 
with grete costages and with greet tra 
vaille , and whan that they been accom 
pliced, yet be they nat worth a stree, but if 
they be defended by trewe freendes that 
been olde and wjse / And understond 
wel, that the grettcste and strongesto 
garnison tint a riche man may have, as 
wel to kepen his persone as liise goodes, 
13 / that he be biloved amonges his sub 
gets and with hise neighebores / For 
thus seitli Tullius tint “ ther is a maner 
garnison that no nnn may venquisse no 
disconfite, and that is, / a lord to be 
biloved of hiso citezeins and of his 
2^30 peple ” / 

^ 35 Now 811 , as to the thridde point , 
wher as your oldo and wise conseillours 
soy den, that yow ne oghte nat sodeynly 
no hastily procedeii 111 this nede, / but 
that yow oghte purveyen and apparaillen 
yow in this caas with greet diligence and 
greet deliberacioun , / trewclj, I trowo 
that they seydon right wysly and right 
sooth / For Tullius seith, “in every 
nede, er thou biginne it, apparaille thee 
with greet diligence ” / Thanne seye I, 
that in vengeance taking, in worre, in 
253*) bataillo, and in warnestormg, / er thow 
biginne, I redo that thou apparaille thee 
tlier-to, and do it with greet delibera- 
cioun / For Tullius seith that “long 
apparailling biforn the bataiUe maketh 
short Yiotone ” / And Cassidorus seith 
“ the garnison is stionger whan it is 
longe tyme avysed ” / 

§ 36 But now lat us speken of the 
conseil that was accorded by your neighe 
bores, swiclie as doon yow reverence 
withouten love, / your olde enemys recon- 
2540 siled, your flatereres / that conseilledyow 
certeyne thinges prively, and openly con- 
seilleden yow the contrarie,/ theyonge 
folk also, that conseilleden yow to venge 
yow and make werre anon / And certes, 
sir, as I have seyd biforn, ye han greetly 
erred to han cleped swich maner folk to 


your conseil , / which conseillours been 
ynogh repreved by the resouns afore- 
seyd / But nathelees, lat us now de- 
scend© to the special Ye shuln first 
procede after the doctrine of Tullius / 2545 
Certes, the trouthe of this matero or of 
this conseil nedeth nat diligently en- 
quere,/ for it is wel wist whicho they 
been that han doon to yow this trespas 
and vileinyo, / and how manye trespas 
sours, and 111 what manere they han to 
yow doon al this wrong and al this 
vileinyo / And after this, thanne shul 
j-e examine the seconde condicioun, which 
that the same lullius addeth 111 this 
matere / For Tullius put a thing, which 
that he clcpeth “ consentinge,” this is to 
sejn , / who been they and how nianje, 2550 
and whirhe been they, that consenteden 
to thy conseil, in thy wilfulnesse to doon 
hastit vengeance / And lat us considere 
also who been they, and how manye been 
they, and whicho been thoj, that con 
senteden to your adversaries / Ard 
certes, as to the firste poynt, it is wel 
knowen wliiche folk been they that con- 
sonteden to your hastif wiliulnesse , / 
for trewely, alio tlio that conseilleden 
yow to maken sodej n werre no been nat 
>our freendes / Lat us now considere 
whiche been they, that ye holde so greetly 
your freendes as to jour persone / For 2555 
al be it so that ye be mighty and nche, 
certes ye ne been nat but allone / For 
certes, ye ne han no child but a doghter , / 
n© ye ne han bretheren ne cosins ger- 
mayns, no noon other neigh kinrede, / 
wherfore that your enemys, for drede, 
sholde stinte to pledo with jow or to 
destroy© jour persone / Ye knowen 
also, that your richesses moten been dis- 
pended in diverse parties , / and whan 2560 
that every wight hath his part, they ne 
wollen taken but litel reward to venge 
thy deeth / But thyne enemys been 
three, and they han mame children, 
bretheren, cosins, and other ny kmrede ,/ 
and, though so were that thou haddest 
slayn of hem two or three, yet dwellen 
I ther y-nowe to wreken hir deeth and to 
I slee thy persone / And though so be 
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that your kinrede he more siker tiid 
sted^fast than the kin of your adver- 
sane, / yet nathelees your kinrede ms 
hut a fer kinrede , they been hut litel sib 
^565 to yow, / and the km of your cnemys 
been ny sib to hem And certes, as in 
that, liir condicioun is het than youres / 
Thanno lat us considere also if the con- 
seiUing of hem that conseilleden yow to 
talcen sodoyn vengeaunco, whether it 
accorde to resoun ? / And certes, ye 
knowe wel ” / For as by light and 
resoun, thcr may no man taken vengeance 
on no wight, but the jugo that hath the 
jurisdiccioun of it, / whan it is graunted 
him to take tlulke vengeance, hastily or 
8570 attemprely, as the lawe reqmreth / And 
yet more-over, of thilke word that Tullius 
clepeth “ consentinge,” / thou shalt con 
sidere if thy might and thy power may 
consenton and suffyse to thy wilfulnesse 
and to thy conseillours / And certes, 
thou mayst wel seyn that “ nay ” / For 
sikerly, as for to speke proprely, we may 
do no-thing but only swich thing as we 
may doon rightfully / And certes, right- 
fully ne mowe ye take no vengeance as of 
2575 your propre auctoritee / Thanne mowe 
ye seen, that your power ne consenteth 
nat ne aocordeth nat with your wilful- 
nesse / Lat us now examine the thridde 
point that Tullius clepeth “consequent ” / 
Thou shalt understonde that the ven- 
geance that thou purposest for to take 
IS the consequent / And ther-of folweth 
another vengeaunce, peril, and werre, 
and othere damages with oute nombre, of 
whiche we be nat war as at this tyme / 
And as touchinge the fourthe point, that 
2580 Tullius clepeth “ engondrmge,” / thou 
shalt considere, that this wrong which 
that is doon to thee is tngendred of the 
hate of thyne enemys , / and of the 
vengeance-takinge upon that wolde en- 
gendre another vengeance, and muchel 
Borwe and wastmge of nchessos, as I 
seyde / 

§ 37 Now sir, as to the point that 
Ti^us clepeth “causes,” which that is 
the laste point, / thou shalt understonde 
that the wrong that thou hast receyved 


hath certeino causes, / whiche that 
clerkes clepen Ortem and FjfficienSt and 
Causa lonqinqua and Causa pi optnqua , 
this 18 to seyn, the for cause and the ny 
cause / The fer cause is almighty god, 2585 
that IS cause of aUe thinges / The ncer 
cause IS thy three enemys / The cause 
accidental was hate / The cause material 
been the fyve woundes of thy doghter / 

The cause formil is the mancre of hir 
werkinge, that broghten laddres and 
cloumben in at thy windowos j The 
cause final was for to slee thy doghter , 
it letted nat in as muche as in hem was / 

But for to speken of the fer cause, as to 
what ende they shul come, or what shal 
finally bityde of hem in this caas, ne can 
I nat deme but by conjectinge and by 
supposinge / For we shul suppose that 
they shul come to a wikked ende, / by- 
cause that the Book of Decrees seith 
“selden or with greet peyne been causes 
y-broght to good ende whanne they been 
baddely bigonne ” / 

§ 38 Now sir, if men wolde axe me, 
why that god suffred men to do yow this 
vileinye, certes, I can nat wel answere as 
for no sothfastnesse / For th’apostle 259*1 
seith, that “the sciences and the jugge- 
mentz of our lord god almighty been tul 
depe , / ther may no man comprehende 
ne serchen hem suffisantly ’’ / Nathe- 
lees, by certeyne presumpcions and con- 
jectinges, I holde and bileve / that god, 
which that is ful of justice and of right- 
wisnesse, hath suffred this bityde by 
juste cause resonable / 

§ 39 Thy name is Melibee, this is to 
seyn, “ a man that drinketh hony ” / 26o( 
Thou hast y-dronke so muchel hony ol 
swete temporel richesses and delices 
and honours of this world, / that thou 
art dronken , and hast forgeten Tesu 
Crist thy creatour , / thou ne hast nat 
doon to him swich honour and reverence 
as thee oughte / Ne thou ne hast nat 
wel y taken kepe to the wordes of Ovide, 
that seith / “under the hony of the 
godes of the body is hid the venim that ^ 
sleeth the soule ” / And Salomon seith, 260' 
“ if thou hast founden hony, ete of it that 
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suffyseth , / for if thou ete of it out of 
mesure, thou shalt spewe,” and be nedy 
and povre / And peraventure Cnst hath 
thee in despit, and hath turned awey fro 
thee his face and hise eres of miseri- 
corde , / and also he hath sutfred that 
thou hast been punisshed in the manere 
that thow hast y trespassed / Thou hast 
610 doon smne agayn our lord Ciist , / for 
certes, the three eneni\s of mankinde, 
that is to seyn, the flessh, the feend, and 
the world, / thou hast suffred hem entre 
111-to thyn herte wilfully by the windowes 
of thy body, / and hast nat defended thy- 
self suffisantly agayns hir assautes and 
hir temptaciouns, so that they ban 
wounded thy soule in fyve places , / this 
IS to seyn, the deedly sinnes that been 
entred in to thyn herte by thy fyve 
Wittes / And in the same manere our 
lord Crist hath wold and suffred, that thy 
three enemys been entred in to thyn hous 
*615 by the windowes, / and han y-wounded 
thy doghter in the fore seyde manere ’ / 

§ 40 ‘ Cortes,’ quod Melibee, ‘ I see wel 
that ye enforce yow muchel by wordes to 
overcome me in swich manere, that I shal 
nat venge me of myne enomys , / shew- 
inge me the perils and the yveles that 
mighten falle of this vengeance / But 
who so wolde considere in alle vengeances 
the perils and jveles that mighte sewe of 
vengeance takinge, / a man wolde never 
2620 take vengeance, and that were harm , / 
for by the vengeanco-takingo been the 
wikked men dissevered fro the gode 
men / And they that han wil to do 
wiltkednesse restreyne hir wikked purpos, 
whan they seen the punissinge and chas 
tysinge of the trespassours ’ / [f And to 
this answerde dame Piudence ‘ Certes,’ 
seyde she, ‘I graunte wol that of ven 
geaunoe cometh muchel yvel and muchel 
good , / but vengeaunce-taking aperteneth 
nat unto everichoon, but only unto juges 
and unto hem that han jurisdiccioun 
upon the trespassours ] / And yet seye I 
more, that right as a smguler persone 
sinneth in takinge vengeance of anotlier 
8625 man, / right so sinneth the juge if he do 
no vengeance of hem that it han de 


served / For Senek seith thus “ that 
maister,” he seith, “ is good that proveth 
shrewes ” / And as Cassidore seith “ A 
man dredeth to do outrages, whan he 
woot and knoweth that it displeseth to 
the juges and sovereyns ” / And another 
seith “ the juge that dredeth to do right, 
maketh men shrewes ” / And Seint Paule 
the apostle seith in his epistle, whan he 
wryteth un to the Komayns that “ the 
juges beren nat the spere with outen 
cause,”/ but they beren it to punisse 26^0 
the shrewes and misdoeres, and for to 
defende the gode men / If ye wol thanne 
take vengeance of your enemys, ye shut 
retoume or have your recours to the juge 
that hath the junsdiccion up-on hem , j 
and he shal punisse hem as the lawe 
axeth and requyreth ’ / 

§ 41 ‘ A ’ ’ quod Melibee, ‘ this ven- 
geance lyketh me no thing / I bithenke 
me now and take hede, how fortune hath 
norissed me fro my childhede, and hath 
holpen me to passe many a strong pas / 2635 
Now wol I assayen hii, trowinge, with 
goddes help, that she shal helpe me mj 
shame for to venge ’ / 

§42 ‘Certes,’ quod Prudence, ‘if ye 
wol werke by my consoil, ye shul nat 
assaye fortune by no wey , / ne ye shul 
nat lene or bowe unto hir, after the word 
of Senek / for “ thinges that been folily 
doon, and that been in hope of fortune, 
shullen never come to good endo ” / And 
as the same Senek seith “ the more clecr 
and the more shyning that fortune is, the 
more brotil and the sonner broken she 
IS ” / Trusteth nat m hir, for she nis 2640 
nat stidefast ne stable , / for whan tho\v 
trowest to be most seur or siker of hir 
help, she wol faille thee and deceyvo 
thee / And wheras ye se>n that fortune 
hath norissed yow fro jour childhede, / 

I seye, that in so muchel shul ye the 
lasse truste in hir and in hir wit / For 
Senek seith “ what man that is norissed 
by fortune, she maketh him a greet 
fool ” / Now thanne, sin ye desyre and 2645 
axe vengeance, and the vengeance that is 
doon after the lawe and bifore the juge 
ne lyketh yow nat, / and the \engeance 
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that 13 doon in hope of fortune is peril- 
ous and imcertein, / thanne have ye 
noon other remeclie hut for to have your 
recours unto the soverevn juge that 
vengeth alle \ileinjes and wronges,/ 
and he shal \ enge yow after that him self 
witnesseth, wher as lie seith / “ levetli 
2650 the 1 cngeance to me, and I shal do it ” ’ / 

^ 4 d Molibeo answerde, ‘if I no venge 
me nat of the Mleinyo that men han 
doon to me, / I sompno or warne hem 
that han doon to me that \ilein>e and 
alle othero, to do me another vileinj e / 
For it IS writen “if thou take no ven- 
geance of an old \ilemye, thou sompnest 
thyne adversaries to do thee a newe 
V ilemye ” / And also, for my sufFrance, 
men wolden do to me so muchel v ileinj e, 
that I mighte neither here it ne sustene , / 
and so sholde I been put and holden over 
2655 lowe / For men sejn “in muchel 
suffringe shul manye thinges falle un to 
thee vvhiche thou shalt nat mowe 
suffre ” ’ / 

§ 44 ‘Certes,’ quod Prudence, ‘I 
graunte yowthat over muchel suffiaunce 
ms nat good , / but yet ne folweth it nat 
ther-of, that every persone to whom men 
doon viloinye take of it vengeance , / for 
that aperteneth and longeth al only to 
the juges, for they shul venge the vileinyes 
and iniuries / And ther fore tho two 
auctoritees that j e han seyd above, been 
2660 only understondcn in the juges , / for 
whan they suffren over muchel the 
wronges and tho vileinyes to be doon 
withouten punisshinge, / they sompne 
nat a man al only for to do newe wronges, 
but they comanden it / Also a wys man 
seith that “ the juge that correcteth nat 
the sinnere comandeth and biddeth him 
do smne ” / And the juges and sovereyns 
mighten 111 hir land so muchel suffie of 
the shrewes and misdoeres, / that they 
sholden by swich suffrance, by proces of 
tyme, wexen of swich power and might, 
that they sholden putte out the juges 
2665 and the sovereyns from hir places, / and 
atte laste maken hem lesen hir lord- 
shipes / 

§ 46 But lat us now putte, that ye 


have love to \ enge 5 ow / I seye j e been 
nat of might and power as now to venge 
yow / For if ye wole maken comparisoun 
un to the might of jour adversaiies, je 
shul fnde in manye thmges, that I have 
shewed yow er this, that liir condicioun 
IS bettre than youres / And therfore 
sej^e I, that it is good as now that je 
suffre and be pacicnt / 267c 

§ 46 Forther more, v e know en wel that, 
after the comune sawe, ‘ it is a woodnesse 
a man to stryve with a stronger or a more 
mighty man than he is him self, / and 
for to stryve with a man of ovene strengtho, 
that 18 to seyn, with as strong a man as 
he, it is peril , / and for to stryve with a 
wej'’ker man, it is folie ” / And therfore 
sholde a man flee stryv inge as muchel as 
ho mightc / For Sxlomon seith “it is 
a greet woiship to a man to kepen him 
fro nojso and strjf”/ And if it 80267* 
bifalle or happe that a man of gretter 
might and strengthe than thou art do 
thee grevaunce, / studie and bisie thee 
rather to stille the same grevaunce, tlian 
for to venge thee / For Senok seith 
that “ he putteth him in greet peril that 
strjveth with a gretter man than he is 
himself”/ And Catoun seith “if a 
man of hjer cstaat or degree, or more 
mighty than thou, do thee anoy or gre- 
vaunce, suffre him , / for he that ones 
hath greved thee may another tyme 
releve thee and helpe ” / Yet sette I 268* 
caas, ye have bothe might and licence for 
to venge yow / I seye, that ther be ful 
manye thinges that shul restreyne jow 
of vengeance-takinge, / and make yow 
for to enclyne to suffre, and for to han 
pacience in the thinges that han been 
doon to yow / First and foreward, if ye 
wole considere the defautes that been in 
your owene persone, / for whiche defautes 
god hath suffred yow have this tribula- 
cioun, as I have seyd yow heer-bifom / 268 
For the poete seith, that “we oghte 
paciently taken the tnbulacions that 
comen to us, whan we thinken and con- 
sideren that we han deserved to have 
hem ” / And Seint Gregone seith that 
“whan a man considereth wel the nombre 



T §5 4?. 48] 


B of QUefiBotto. 


521 


of hise dofautes and of Ins smnes, / the 
peyncs and the tnbnlaciouns that he 
suifreth semen the lesse nn to hym , / 
and in as muche as him thinketh liise 
smnes more he\y and grevous, / in so 
muche semeth his peyne the lighter and 
2690 the esier un to him ” / Also je owen to 
cnclyne and bowe jour heite to take the 
pacienco of our loid Tesu Ciist, as seith 
seiiit Peter in hise epistles / “ Jesu 
Crist,” he seitli, “hath suifrod for us, 
and yeven ensample to e\eiy man to 
folwo and sewe him , j i4)r ho dide nci er 
sinno, no never cam tliei a vilemous 
■word out of his mouth / whan men 
cuised him, he cuised hem noght ; and 
whan men betten him, he manaced hem 
noght ” J Also the grete pac lence, which 
the seintes that been in paiadjs han hid 
in tiibulaciouns that they han j suffitd, 
2695 with outen hir deceit or gilt, / oghte 
inuchel btiien yow to pacienco / Foidher 
more, je sholde eniorce jow to have 
pacienoc , / consideringo th it the tribu- 
laciouns ot this woild but litel whjle 
endure, and sore pissed been and 
goon / And the joj e that a man 
seketh to ha\o by pacicnce in tiibu 
laciouns is peiduiable, alter that the 
apostle seith in his epistle / “the joye 
ot god,” he seith, “ is perdurable, ’ that is. 
2700 to seyn, everlistinge / Also troweth 
and bilevetli stc de^stly, tl at he nis nat 
wel y norissed ne vcl j taught, that can 
nat have pacicnce or wol nat recey\e 
pacience / i or Salomon seith that “the 
doctime and the wit ot a man is knowen 
by pacience ” / And in another place he 
seith that “ ho that is p icicnt goi erneth 
him by greet prudence ” / And the same 
Salomon seith “ the angry and wrathful 
man maketh noyses, and the imcient man 
atemproth hem and stillcth ” / Ho soitli 
also “it IS more worth to bo pacicnt 
2705 than for to be right strong , / and he that 
may have the lordshipe of his owene 
herte is more to preyse, than he tiiat 
by his force or stiengthe taketli grete 
citees ” / And therfore seith seint Jame 
in his epistle that “pacience is a greet 
Tertu of per^occioun ” ’ / 


§ 47 ‘ Certes,’ quod Mehbee, ‘ I graunte 
yow, dame Prudence, that pacience is 
a greet vertu of perfcccioun / hut every 
m in may nat have the perfeccioun that 
ye seken , / ne I nam nat of the nombro 
oi right parfite men, / for mjn herte may 2710 
never been 111 pecs nn to the tyme it bo 
vengod / And al bc-it so that it was 
greet peril to injne enemys, to do me 
a vilemyo in takingo \engeanco up-on 
mo,/ jet token they noon hede of the 
peril, but fulfilleden liir wikked wil and 
hir corago / And therfore, me thinketh 
men oghten nat reprevo me, though I 
putte mo in a litel peril for to venge me, / 
and though I do a greet cxcesse, that is 
to seyn, th it I vengo oon outrage by 
another ’ / 2715 

^48 ‘A’’ quod dame Prudence, ‘ye 
seyn your wil and as jow Ijketh , / but 
in no caas ot the woild a man sholde nat 
doon outrage ne cxcesse lor to vengon 
him J loi Cassidore seith that “as 
yvcl doth he that vengeth him by outrage, 
as he that doth the outrage ” J And 
theifore ye shul venge yo>Y alter the 
ordre of right, that is to seyn by the lawe, 
and noght by excesso ne by outrage, j 
And also, it ye wol icnge jow ot the out- 
rage of your ait\eij>arics in other maner 
than right comandeth, \o smnen,/ and 272c 
therfore seith Senek that “ a man shal 
never vengen shrew ednesse by slircwed- 
nesso ” / And if ye se j e, that right axeth, 
a man to defend en violence by Molence, 
and fighting by fighting, / certts j 0 seye 
sooth, whan the defense is doon anon 
with outen mteivalle 01 with outen tary- 
ing or delay, J for to defenden him and 
nat for to vengen him / And it hihoveth. 
that a man putto SAvich attempcrance 
in his defence, J that men have no 272* 
cause ne matere to repieicn him that 
defendeth him of excesse and outrage, 
for ellos were it agayii resoun / Pardee, 
ye knowen wel, that ye maken no de- 
fence as now for to defende yow, but for 
to vengo yow , / and so seweth it that ye 
han no wil to do your dodo attemprely / 
And therfore, me thinketh that pacienco 
13 good For Salomon seith that “ha 
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that IS nat pacient shal have greet 
harm ” ’ / 

§ 49 ‘ Certes,’ quod Meliboc, ‘ I graunte 
yow, that wlian a man is inpacient and 
wroth, of that that toucheth him noght 
and that aperteneth nat un to him, though 
2730 it harme him, it is no wonder / For the 
lawe seith that “he is coupable that 
entremotteth ormedleth with swich thyng 
as aperteneth nat un to him ” / And 
Salomon seith that “he that entre 
metteth him of the novse or stryf of 
another man, is lyh to him that taketh 
an hound by the eres ” / For right as ho 
that taketh a straunge hound by the eres 
IS outherwhyle biten with the hound,/ 
right in the same wyse is it resoun that he 
have harm, that by Ins inpacionce med 
leth him of the noyse of another man, 
wher as it aperteneth nat un to him / 
But ye knowen wcl that this dede, that is 
to soyn, m> griet and my disese, toucheth 
273^ me right ny / And therfore, though I 
be vrolh and inpacient, it is no mei- 
veiUe / And sa\inge your grace, I can 
nat seen that it miglito greetly harme 
me though 1 toke \ engeaunce , / for I am 
richer and more mighty than myne ene 
mys been / And wel knowen ye, that 
by moneye and by havinge grete posses 
sions been all the tliinges of tins world 
governed / And Salomon seith that 
740 “alle thinges oboyon to moiieye ’ ’ / 

§ 50 Whan Pnidence haddo herd hir 
housbonde avanttn him of his nchesse 
and of his moneye, dispreisingo the 
power of hise adversaries, she spak, and 
seyde in tins wyse / ‘ certes, dere sir, I 
graunte yow that yo been rich and 
mighty, / and that the nchesses been 
goode to hem that han wol y-geten hem 
and wel conne usen hem / For right as 
the body of a man may nat liven with 
oute the soule, namore may it live with 
outen tomporelgoodes / And by nchesses 
may a man gete him grete freendes / 
And therfore seith Pamphilles “ if a net 
herdes doghter,'’ seith he, “ be riche, she 
may chesen of a thousand men which she 
wol take to hir housbonde, / for, of 
a thousand men, oon wol nat forsaken 


hir ne refusen hir ” / And this Pam- 
philles seith also “ if thou be right 
happy, that is to seyn, if thou be right 
nche, thou shalt find a greet nombre of 
felawes and freendes / And if thy for- 
tune change that thou wexe povre, fare- 
wel freendsliipe and felaweshipe , / for 
thon shalt be allone witli-onten any com- 
panye, but-if it be the companye of povre 
folk ” / And yet seith this Pamphilles 2750 
moreover that “they that been thralle 
and bonde of linage shullen been maad 
worthy and noble by the nchesses ’ / 

And right so as by 1 ichesses ther comen 
manyo goodes, right so by poverte come 
ther manye harmes and jveles / For 
greet poverte constreyneth a man to do 
manye yveles / And theitore clepeth 
Cossidoro poverte “the moderof rume,”/ 
that is to seyn, the moder of over- 
tlirowinge or falhnge doun / And ther- 2755 
fore seith Piers Alienee “oon of the 
gretteste adversitees of this world is / 
whan a free man, by kinde 01 by burthe, 

IS constreyned by poverte to eten the 
almesse of Ins enemy ” / And the same 
seith Innocent in oon of hise bokes , 
he seith that “ sorv etui and mishappy 
IS the condicioun of a povre begger , / 
for if he axe nat his mete, he dyeth for 
hunger, / and if he axe, he djeth for 
shame, and algatcs neccssitee constrejn- 
eth him to axe ” / And therfore seitli 2760 
Salomon that “ b( t it is to dj e than for * 
to have swicli poverte ” / And as the 
same Salomon seith “ bettre it is to dye 
of bitter deetli than for to liven in swicli 
wyse”/ By thise resons that I have 
seid un to yow, and by m inye othero 
resons that I coude seye, / I graunte yow 
that nchesses been goode to hem that 
geten hem wel, and to horn that wel nsen 
tho nchesses / Andtheifore wollshewe 
yow how ye shul have yow, and how ye 
shul here yow in gaderinge of nchesses, 
and in what manore ye shul usen hem / 2765 
§ 51 First, ye shul geten hem with- 
outen greet desyr, by good leyser sokingly, 
and nat over hastily / For a man that f 
IS to desyringe to gete nchesses abann- 
doneth him first to thefte and to alle 
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other yveles / And therfore seith Salo- 
mon “ he that hasteth him to bisily to 
wexe riche shal be noon innocent ” / He 
seith also that ‘ ‘ the nchesse that hastily 
cometh to a man, sone and lightly gooth 
and passeth fro a man , / but that nchesse 
that cometh htel and litel woxeth alwey 
2770 and multiplyeth ” / And sir, ye shul 
goten richesses by your wit and by your 
travaiUe un-to your profit , / and that 
with-outen wrong 01 harm-doinge to any 
other persone / For the la we seith that 
“thermakoth no man himselven riche, 
if he do harm to another wight ” , / this 
is to seyn, that nature defendeth and for- 
bedeth by right, that no man make him- 
self riche un-to the harm of another 
persone / And Tullius seith that “ no 
sorwe ne no drede of deeth, ne no thing 
2775 that may faUe un to a man / issomuchel 
agayns nature, as a man to encressen his 
owene profit to the harm of another man / 
And though the grete men and the mighty 
men geten richesses more lightly than 
thou, / yet shaltou nat been ydel ne slow 
to do thy profit, for thou shalt in alle 
w vse flee ydelnesse ’ / For Salomon 
seith that “ydelnesse techeth a man to 
do manye yveles ” / And the same Salo 
mon seith that “ he that travailleth and 
bisieth him to tilien his land, shal eten 
2780 breed , / but he that is ydel and castoth 
him to no bisinesse ne occupacioun, shal 
falle in to poverte and dye for hunger ” / 
And he that is ydel and slow can never 
flnde covenablo tyme for to doou his 
profit / For ther is a versifiour seith 
that “the ydel man excuseth hym in 
winter, by cause of the grete cold , and in 
somer, by enchesoun of the hete ” / For 
thise causes seith Caton “ waketh and 
enclyneth nat yow over muchel for to 
slepe , for over muchel reste norisseth 
and causeth manye vices ” / And ther 
fore seith semt Jerome “doth somme 
gode dedes, that the devel which is our 
#785 enemy ne finde yow nat unoccupied ” / 
For the devel ne taketh nat hghtly un to 
his werkmge swiche as he flndeth occu- 
pied in gode werkes ” / 

§ 52 Thanne thus, in getmge nchesses, 


ye mosten flee ydelnesse / And after- 
ward, ye shul use the richesses, whiche ye 
have geten by your wit and by your 
travaille, / in swich a manere, that men 
holde nat yow to scars, ne to spannge, ne 
to fool large, that is to seyn, over-large 
a spender / For right as men blamen 
an avaricious man by cause of his scarsetee 
and chincherye, / in the same wyse is he 2790 
to blame that spendeth over largely / 

And therfore seith Caton ‘ ‘ use, ” he seith, 

“ thy richesses that thou hast geten / m 
swich a manere, that men have no matere 
ne cause to calle thee neither wrecche ne 
chinche , for it is a greet shame to a man 
to have a povere herte and a riche purs ” / 

He seith also “ the goodes that thou hast 
y geton, use hem by mesure,” that is to 
seyn, spende hem mesurably , / for they 2795 
that folily wisten and despenden the 
goodes that they han, / whan they han 
namore propre of hir owene, they shapen 
hem to take the goodes of another man / 

I seye thanne, that ye shul fleen avarice , / 
usinge your richesses in swich manere, 
that men seye nat that your richesses 
been y-buried, / but that ye have hem in 
your might ancl in your weeldinge / For 2800 
a wys man repreveth the avaricious man, 
and seith thus, m two vers / “wherto 
and why burieth a man liise goodes by hia 
grete avarice, and knoweth wel that nedes 
moste he dj'^e , / for deeth is the ende of 
every man as in this present 13d’ ” / And 
for what cause or enchesoun joyneth he 
him or knitteth he him so faste un-to- 
hise goodes, / that alio his wittes mowen 
nat disseveren him or departen him from 
hise goodes , / and knoweth wel, or oghte 2805 
knowe, that whan he is deed, he shal no- 
thing here with him out of this world? / 

And ther-fore seith semt Augustin that 
“the avaricious man is likned un-to 
helle , / that the more it swelweth, the 
more desyr it hath to swelwe and de- 
voure / And as wel as ye wolde esohewe 
to be called an avaricious man or chinche, / 
as wel sholde ye kepe yow and govemo 
yow in swich a wyse that men calle yow 
nat fool large j Therfore seith Tullius 2810 
“ the goodes,” he seith, “ of thyn hous ne 
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sholde nat been liid, ne kept bo cloos but 
tliat they mighte been opened by pitee 
and debonairetee ” ,/ that is to seyn, to 
^ even part to hem that han greet node , / 
“ ne thy goodes shullen nat been bo 
opene, to been every mannes goodes ” / 
Afterward, in getinge of your richesses 
and in nsinge hem, ye shiil alwey have 
three thmges in your herte , / that is to 
seyn, our lord god, conscience, and good 
h5 name / First, ye shul have god in your 
herte , / and for no richesse ye shullen do 
no thing, which may in any manore dis 
plesegod, that isyourcreatour and maker / 
For after the word of Salomon “it is 
bettre to have a litel good with the love of 
god, / than to have muchel good and 
tresour, and lese the love of his lord god ”/ 
And the prophete seith that “ bettre it 
IS to been a good man and have litel good 
i2o and tresour, / than to been holdon a shrewe 
and have grote richesses ” / And yet 
seye I ferthermore, that ye sholde alwty 
doon youi bismesse to gete y ow richesses,/ 
so that ye gete hem with good consci 
ence / And th’apostle seith that“ther 
ms thing in this woild, of which >\e 
sholden have so greet joye as whan our 
conscience bereth us good witnesse ” / 
And the wyse man seith “ the substance 
of a man is ful good, whan sinno is nat 
525 in mannes conscience ”/ Afterward, in 
getinge of your richesses, and in usinge 
of hem, / yow moste have greet bisinesso 
and greet diligence, that your goode name 
be alwey kept and conserved / For 
Salomon seith that “ bettre it is and 
more it avaiUeth a man to have a good 
name, than for to have grete richesses ” / 
And therfore ho seith in another place 
“ do greet dihgence,” seith Salomon, “ in 
keping of thy freencl and of thy gode 
name , / for it shal lenger abide with thee 
^30 than any tresour, be it never so precious ” / 
And certes he sholde nat be called a gcntil 
man, that after god and good conscience, 
alle thmges left, ne dooth his diligence 
and bismesse to kepen his good name / 
And Cassidore seith that “it is signe of 
a gentil herte, whan a man loveth and 
desyreth to han a good name ” / And 


therfore seith seint Augustin that “ ther 
been two thmges that arn necessarie and 
nedefulle, / and that is good conscience 
and good loos , / that is to seyn, good 
consc*mco to thyn owene persone inward, 
and gcx)d loos for thy neighobore out* 
ward ” / And he that trusteth him so 2835 
muchel m his gode conscience, / that he 
displeseth and setteth at noght his gode 
name or loos, and rekketh noght though 
he kepe nat his gode name, nis but a cruel 
cherl / 

§ 53 Sire, now have I shewed vow how 
ye shul do in getinge richesses, and how 
ye shullen usen hem , / and I see wel, 
that for the trust that yo han in \oure 
richesses, ye wole moeve werre and 
bataille j I conseiUe vow, that je bi- 
ginne no werre in trust of y our richesses , 
for they ne suffysen noght werres to mayn- 
tene / And therfore seith a philosophre 2840 
“ that man that desyreth and wole algates 
han werre, shal never have suffisaunce , / 
for the richer that he is, the gretter 
despenses moste he make, if he wole have 
worship and victone ” / And Salomon 
seith that “the gretter richesses that 
a man hath, the mo despendours ho 
hath ” / And dere sire, al be it so that 
for your richesses ye mo we have muchel 
folk, / yet bihoveth it nat, ne it is n it 
good, to bigmne werre, whoie-as ye mo wo 
in other manere have pees, un to j our 
woiship and profit / For the yictoiies 2845 
of batailles that been in this world, Ij^on 
nat in greet nombre or multitude of the 
peplo ne in the vertu of man , / but it 
lyth in the wil and in the hand of our 
lord god almighty / And therfore Judas 
Machabous, which was goddes knight, / 
whan he sholde fighto agayn his adver- 
saiie that hadde a greet nombre, and 
a gretter multitude of folk and strengcr 
than was this peple of Machabee, / yet 
he reconforted his litel companye, and 
seyde right in this wyse / “ als lightly,” 2850 
quod lie, “may our lord god almighty 
yeve victone to a fewe folk as to many 
folk , / for the victone of bataile cometh 
nat by the grete nombre of peple, / but it 
cometh from our lord god of hevene ” j 
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And dere sir, for as muchel as there is 
no man certein, if he ho worthy that god 
yeve him victorie, [f namore than he is 
certein whether he be worthy of the love 
of god] or naught, after that Salomon 
seith, / therforo every man sholde greetly 
281^5 drede werres to bigmne / And by cause 
that in batailles fallen manyo perils, / and 
happeth outher while, that as sone is the 
greto man sleyn as the litol man , / and, 
as it 13 written in the seconde book of 
Kinges, “the dedes of batailles been 
aventurouso and nothing certeyne , / for 
as lightly 13 oon hurt with a spere as 
another ” / And for ther is gret peril in 
werre, therforo sholde a man flee and 
escliewe werre, in as muchel as a 
2860 man may goodly / For Salomon seith 
“ho that lo\eth peril shal falle in 
peril ” ’ f 

§ 54 After that Dame Prudence haddo 
spoken in this manere, Melibee answerde 
and sej de, / ‘ I see wel, dame Prudence, 
that by your fairo wordes and by your 
resons that jo han shewed mo, that the 
w erro lykoth yow no thing , / but I have 
nat jet herd jour conseil, how I shal do 
in this node ’ / 

§55 ‘Certes,’ quod she, ‘I consoillo 
aow that jo accorde with youro adver- 
2865 sarios, and that yo have pees with hem / 
I or seint J ame seith in hise epistles that 
“ by concord and pees the smale nchosses 
wexen groto, / and by debaat and discord 
the grete iichesses fallen doun ”/ And 
JO knowen wel that oon of the gretteste 
and most sovereyn thing, that is in this 
world, IS unitee and poos / And thor- 
fore seyde oure lord Jesu Crist to hise 
apostles in this wyse / “ wel happy and 
blessed been they that loven and pur- 
chacen pees , for they been called children 
2870 of god ” ’ / ‘ A ’ ’ quod Melibee, ‘ now see 
I wel that ye loven nat myn honour 
ne my worshipe / Ye knowen wel that 
myne adversaries han bigonnen this 
debaat and brige by hir outrage , / and 
ye see wel that they ne requeren ne 
preyen me nat of pees, ne they asken nat 
to be reconsiled / Wol ye tlianne that 
I go and meke mo and obeye me to hem, 


and crye hem mercy ? / For sothe, that 
were nat my worship / For right as men 2875 
seyn, that “over-greet homlinesse en- 
gendreth dispreysinge,” so fareth it by to 
greet humybtee or mekenesse ’ / 

§ 56 Thanne bigan dame Prudence to 
maken semblant of wratthe, and seyde, / 

‘ certes, sir, sauf your grace, I love your 
honour and your profit as I do myn 
owene, and ever have doon , / ne ye ne 
noon other syen never the contrane / 

And yit, if I hadde seyd that yo sholde 
han purchaced the pees and the recon- 
siliacioun, I ne hadde nat muchel mis- 
taken me, ne seyd amis / For the wyse 2880 
man seith ‘ ‘ the dissensioun bigiimeth by 
another man, and the reconsilmg bi- 
ginneth by thy self ” / And the propheto 
seith “ flee shrewednesse and do good- 
nesse , / seko pees and folwe it, as muchel 
as in thee is ” / Yet seye I nat that ye 
shul rather pursue to your adversaries for 
pees than they shuln to yow , / for I 
knowe wel that ye been so hard-herted, 
that ye wol do no thing for mo / And 2885 
Salomon seith “he that hath over hard 
an herte, atte laste ho shal mishappo and 
mistyde ” ’ / 

§ 57 Whanne Melibee hadde herd dame 
Prudence maken semblant of wratthe, he 
seyde 111 this wjse, / ‘ dame, I prey yow 
that ye be nat displesed of thinges that I 
seye , / for yo knowe wel that I am angry 
and wrooth, and that is no wonder , / 
and they that been wrothe witen nat wel 
what they doon, no what they sejm / 2890 
Therfore the prophete seith that “trou 
bled eyen han no deer sighte ” / But 
seyeth and conseileth me as yow lykoth , 
for I am redy to do right as jo wol 
desyre,/ and if yo reprove me of my 
folye, I am the more holden to love yow 
and to preyse yow / For Salomon seith 
that “ he that reprevetli him that doth 
folye, / he shal finde gretter grace than 
he that deceyveth him by swete wordes ” ’ / 2S95 

§ 68 Thanne seide dame Prudence, ‘ I 
make no semblant of wratthe ne anger 
but for your groto profit / For Salomon 
seith “ he is more worth, that reprevetli 
or chydeth a fool for his folye, shewinge 
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him semblant of wratthe, / than he that 
supporteth him and preysoth him in his 
misdomge, and laugheth at his ” / 
And this same Salomon seith afterward 
that “hy the sorwelul visage of a man,” 
that IS to seyn, by the soiy and hevy 
conntenaunce of a man, / “ the fool cor 
2900 recteth and amendeth him self ” ’ / 

§ 69 Thanne seyde Melibee, ‘I shal 
nat conne answere to so manye fane 
resouns as ye pntten to mo and shewen / 
Seyeth shortly your wil and jour conseil, 
and I am al roidy to fuliille and par- 
foume it ’ / 

§ 60 Thanne dame Prudence discovered 
al hir wil to him, and sej de, / ‘ I conseille 
yow,’ quod she, ‘ abovon alle thinges, that 
ye make pees bitwene god and yow , / 
and beth reconsiled un to him and to Ins 
2905 grace / For as I have seyd yow heer- 
bifom, god hath suffrod yow to have this 
tnbulaoioun and disese lor your smnes / 
And if ye do as I sey yow, god wol sende 
your adversaries un to yow, / and maken 
hem fallen at your feet, rody to do your 
wil and your comandements / For 
Salomon seith “ whan the condicioun 
of man is plesaunt and likinge to god, / he 
chaungeth the hertes of the mannes adver 
saries, and constreyneth hem to biseken 
2910 him of pees and of grace ”/ And I prey 
yow, lat me speke with your adversaries 
in privee place , / for they shul nat knowe 
that it be of your wil or your assent / 
And thanne, whan I knowe hir wil and 
hir entente, I m ly conseille yow the more 
seurly ’ / 

§ 61 ‘ Dame,’ quod Melibee, ‘ dooth 
your wil and your lykmge, / for I putte 
me hoolly in your disposicioun and or 
2915 dinaunce ’ / 

§ 62 Thanne Dame Prudence, whan 
she saugh the gode wil of her housbonde, 
dehbered and took av^s in hir-self, / 
thmkinge how she mighte brmge this 
nede un-to a good conclusioun and to 
a good ende / And whan she saugh hir 
tyme, she sente for thise adversaries to 
come nn-to hir in-to a privee place, / and 
shewed wysly un-to hem the gxete goodes 
that comen of pees,/ and the grete 


harmes and perils that been in werre , / 292 
and seyde to hem in a goodly manere, 
how that hem oughte ha\ e greet repent- 
aunee / of the injune and wrong that 
they hadden doon to Melibee hir lord, and 
to hir, and to hir doghter / 

§ 63 And whan they herden the good- 
liche wordes of dame Prudence, / thej 
weren so sui prised and ravisshed, and 
hadden so greet joje of hir, that wonder 
was to telle / ‘ A ’ lady ' ’ quod the> , 

‘ye han shewed un to us “the blossingo 
of swetnesse,” after the sawe of David the 
prophete,/ for the rcconsilmge which 29 
we been nat worthy to have in no manere, / 
but we oghte requeren it with greet con- 
tncioun and humihteo, / ye of your greto 
goodnesse have presented unto us / Now 
see we wel that the science and the con 
ninge of Salomon is ful trewe , / for he 
seith that “sweto wordes multiplyen 
andencresenfreendes, and maken shrowes 
to be debonaire and mcke ” / 293 

§64 Certes,’ quod they, ‘wo putten 
our dede and al our matere and cause al 
hoolly in your goode wil , / and been redy 
to obeye to the speche and comandement 
of my lord Melibee / And therfore, dero 
and benigno lauy, we preyen yow and 
biseko yow as mekely as wo conne and 
mowen, / that it lyke un to your greto 
goodnesse to fulfillen in dede your good- 
liche wordes , / for we consideren and 
knowlichen that we han offended and 
greved my lord Melibee out of mesure , / 20 
so ferforth, that we be nat of power to 
maken hise amendes / And therfore 
we obbge and binden us and our freendes 
to doon al his wil and hise comande- 
ments / But peraventure he hath bwich 
hevinesse and swich wratthe to us ward, 
by-cause of our offence, / that he wolo 
enjoyne us swich a peyne as we mowe nat 
here ne sustene / And therfore, noble 
lady, we biseke to your wommanly pitee, / 29^ 
to taken swich avysement in this nede, 
that we, ne our freendes, be nat desherited 
ne destroyed thurgh our folye ’ / 

§ 66 ‘ Certes,’ quod Prudence, ‘it is an 
hard thing and nght perilous, / that 
a man putte him al outrely in the arbi- 
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tracioun and jnggement, and in the might 
and power of hise enemys / For Salomon 
seith “leveth me, and yeveth credence 
to that I shal seyn , I seye,” quod he, 

“ ye peple, folk, and govern ours of holy 
chirche, / to thy gone, to thy wyf, to thy 
?945 fieend, ne to thy brother / ne yeve thou 
never might ne maistne of thy body, whjl 
thou livest ” / Now sithen he defendeth, 
that man shal nat yeven to Ins brother ne 
to his fieend the might of his body, / by 
astrongei resoun he defendeth and for 
bedeth a man to \oven him self to his 
enemy / And nathelees I conseille j^ou, 
that ye mistruste nat my lord / For 
I woot Wbl and knowe verrailj , that he is 
2050 debonaire and meke, large, curtevs, / and 
nothing desyrous ne coveitous of good ne 
richosse / For ther nis no thing in this 
world that ho desyieth, save only worship 
and honour / Foither more I knowe 
vel, and am light seur, that he shal 
no-thmg doon in tins nede withouten 
my conseil / And I shal so werken in 
tins cause, that, by grace ot our lord 
god, ye shul been reconsiled un-to us ’ / 

§ 66 Thanne seyden they with 0 vois, 
‘worshipful lady, we putten us and our 
goodes al fully in your wil and disposi 
2955 cioiin , / and been redy to comen, what 
day that it lyko un to youi noblesse to 
hmite us or assigne ns, / lor to maken our 
obligacioun and bond as strong as it 
lyketli un to your goodnesse , / that w e 
mowe fulfillo tho wiile of yow and of my 
lord Melibee ’ / 

§ 67 Whan dame Prudence hadde herd 
the answeres of tlnso men, she bad 
hem goon agayn prively , / and she re 
tourned to hir lord Melibee, and tolde 
him how she fond hise adversaries ful 
2960 repentant, / knowlechmge ful lowely hir 
sinnes and trospas, and how they were 
redy to suffren al peyne, / requiimgo 
and preyinge him of mercy and pitee / 

§ 68 Thanne soyde Melibee, ‘ he is wel 
worthy to have pardoun and foryifnesse 
of his sinne, that excuseth nat hissinne, / 
but knowlecheth it and repenteth him, 
axinge indulgence / For Senek seith 
“ ther IS the remissioun and foryifnesse, 
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whereas confessioun is ” , / for confession 2965 
IS neighobore to innocence / And he 
seith in another place “he that hath 
shame for his sinne and knowlecheth it, 
is worthy remissioun ” And therfore I 
assents and conlerme me to have pees , / 
but it IS good that we do it nat with-outen 
the assent and wil of our freendes ’ / 

^ 69 Thanne was Prudence right glad 
and joyeful, and seyde, / ‘ Certes, sir,’ 
quod she, ‘\e han wtl and goodly an- 
swered / For right as by the conseil, 2970 
assent, and help of your freendes, ye han 
been stired to veiige yow and maken 
werre, / right so with-outer hir conseil 
shul ye nat accorden yow, ne have pees 
with your adversaries / For the lawe 
seith “ ther ms no-thing so good by wey 
of kindo, as a thing to been unbounde by 
him that it was y bounde ’” / 

§ 70 And thanne dame Prudence, 
with outcn delay 01 taryinge, sente anon 
hir messages for hii kin, and for hir olde 
freendes whidio that were trewe and 
wyse, / and tolde hem by ordre, in the 
presence of Melibee, al this matere as it 
IS aboven expressed and declared , / and 2975 
Iireyden hem that they woldo yeven hir 
avys and conseil, what best were to doon 
ill this node / And whan Melibees 
freendes hadde taken hir avys and de- 
liberacioun of the forsoido matere, / and 
liadden examined it by greet bismesse 
and greet dihgence, / they yave ful conseil 
for to have pees and resto, / and that 
Melibee sholde receyve with good herte 
hise adversaries to foryifnesse and mercy / 2980 
§ 71 And whan dame Prudence hadde 
herd tho assent of hir lord Mehbee, and 
the conseil of hise freendes, / accorde 
with hir wiile and hir eiitencioun, / she 
was wondeily glad m hir herte, and 
seyde / ‘ther is an old proverbe,’ quod 
she, ‘seith that “the goodnesse that 
thou mayst do this day, do it , / and 
abyde nat ne dolaye it nat til to-morwe ” / 2985 
And therfore 1 conseille that ye sende 
your messages, swiche as been discrete 
and wyse, / un to your adversaries , tel- 
lingo hem, on your bihalve, / that if they 
wole trete of pees and of accord, / that 
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they shape hem, witli outen delay or 
taiying, to comon iin to ns ’ / Which 
*990 thing parfoTimed was in dede / And 
whanne thise trespassonrs and repentinge 
fo'lk of hir folies, that is to seyn, the ad- 
versaries of Melibee, / hadden herd what 
thiso messagers soyden iin to hem, / they 
weren right glad and jovoful, and an- 
sworeden ful mekelv and benignely, / 
jeldinge graces and thankmges to hir 
lord Melibee and to al his companve , / 
and shopen hem, with-onten delay, to go 
with the messagers, and oboye to the 
2995 comandement of liir lord Mchbee / 

^ 72 And right anon they token hir 
wey to the couit of Melibee, / and token 
yith hem somme of hir trewo frecndes, 
to maken feith for hem and for to been 
hir borwes / And vhan they were 
comen to the presence of Melibee, he seydo 
hem thise wordes / ‘ it standeth thus,’ 
quod Melibee, ‘and sooth it is, that 
ye, / causeless, and with outen skile and 
3000 resoun, / han doon grete injuries and 
wronges to me and to mj wj f Prudence, 
and to my doghter also / For ye han 
entred in-to myn hous by \ lolence, / and 
have doon swich outrage, that alle men 
knowen wcl that ye ha\e deserved the 
deeth , f and therfore wol I knowe and 
wite of yow, / whether ye wol putte the 
punissement and the chastysinge and the 
vengeance of this outrage m the wil of 
me and of my wyf Prudence , or ye wol 
3005 nat ? ’ / 

§ 73 Thanne the wyseste of horn three 
answerde for hem alle, and seyde / 
‘ sire,’ quod he, ‘ wo knowen wel, that we 
been unworthy to comen un to the court 
of so greet a lord and so worthy as ye 
been / For we han so greotly mistaken 
us, and han offended and agilt m swich 
a wyse agayn your heigh lordshipe, / 
that trewely we han deserved the deeth / 
But yet, for the grete goodnesse and 
debonairetee that all the world witnesseth 
3010 yotir persons, / we suhmitten us to the 
excellence and benignitee of your gracious 
lordshipe, / and been redy to obeie to alle 
your comandements , / bisekinge yow, 
that of your merciable pitee ye wol con- 
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sidere our grete repentaimce and lowe 
submissioun, / and graunten us foryeve- 
nesse of our outrageous trespas and of- 
fence / For wel we knowe, that your 
liberal grace and mercy strecchen hem 
ferther in to goodnesse, than doon our 
outrageouse giltes and trespas in to wik- 
kednesse , / al he it that cursedly and 30 
dampnablv we Inn agilt agayn jour 
heigh lordshipe ’ / 

§ 74 Thanne Melibee took horn up fro 
the ground ful benignely, / and leceyved 
hir obligaciouns and hir bondes by hii 
othes upon liir pleggts and borwes,/ 
and assigned hem a certejn day to le- 
tourne un to his court, / for to accepte 
and receyve the sentence and jugement 
that Melibee wolde comande to be doon 
on hem bj the causes afore sejd , / whicho 30 
thinges ordeyned, e\ ei v man retourned to 
his hous / 

§ 75 And whan that dame Prudence 
saugh hir tyme, she freynod and axed 
hir lord Melibee, / what \engeance he 
thoughte to taken of liiso adversaries ? / 

§ 76 To which Melibee answerde and 
seyde, ‘certes,’ quod he, ‘I thinke and 
purpose me fully / to desherite hem of al 
that ever they han, and for to putte hem 
in exil for ever ’ / 

§ 77 ‘Certes,’ quod dame Pruaence, 

‘ tins were a cruel sentence, and muchel 
agayn resoun / For ye been riche y- 
nough, and han no nede of other mennes 
good , / and ye mighte lightly in this 
wyse gete yow a co\ eitous name, / which 
IS a vicious thing, and oghte been 
eschewed of every good man / For after 
the sawe of the word of the apostle 
“ coveitise is rote of alle harmes ” / And 30 
therfore, it were bettre for vow to lose so 
muchel good of your owene, than for to 
taken of hir good in this manere / For 
bettre it is to lesen good with worshipe, 
than it IS to winne good with vilemye 
and shame / And every man oghte to 
doon his diligence and his hismesse to 
geten him a good name / And yet shal 
he nat only bisie him in kepinge of his 
good name, / but he shal also enforceu 
him alwey to do som-thmg by which ho 
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!5035 may renovelle Ins good name , / for it is 
■writen, that “the oldo good loos or good 
name of a man is sone goon and passed, 
■whan it IS nat nerved ne renovelled ” / 
And as touclimge that ye seyn, je wole 
exile your adversaries, / that thmketh 
mo muchei agayn resoun and out of 
rnesuie, / considered thepowei that they 
Imn -yeve yow up-on hem-self / And it 
IS writen, that “ he is worthy to lesen his 
piivilege tliat misuseth tlie might and 
3040 the power that is yoven him ’ / And I 
sette cas je inighto onjoyne hem that 
peyno hy light and by lawe, / which I 
trowe 3 0 mowe nat do, / I seyo, yc mighte 
nat putten it to execucioun jici aven- 
ture, / and thanne were it lykly to re- 
toirne to the werre as it was bifom / 
^ And theiforo, if \e wole that men do yow 
obeisance, ye moste demon more cur- 
304'; teisly , / this is to seyn, ve moste yeven 
more esy sentences and jugoments / 
For it IS writen, that “ he that most 
curteisly comandeth, to him men most 
obeyen ” / And therfore, I prey yow 
that in this necessitee and in this nede, 
ye caste yow to oyercomo your heiie / 
For Senek seith that “ho that over- 
cometh lus heite, ovcrcometh twyes ’ / 
And Tullius seith “ ther is no-thing 
3050 so comendable in a greet lord / as whan 
he IS delionaire and meke, and appeseth 
him lightly ” / And I picj yow that ye 
» wole lorboie now to do yengoance, / in 
swich a manero, that your goodo name 
may be kept and conserved , / and that 
men mowe have cause and matore to 
proyse yow of pitee and of mercy , / and 
that ye have no cause to repento yow of 
3055 thing that ye doon / For Senek seith 
“ he overcometh in an yvel manere, that 
lepenteth him of his yictone ”/ Wher- 
fore I pray yow, lat mercy been in your 
nnnde and in your herte, / to th effect 


and entente that god almighty have 
mercy on yow in his laste jugement / 

For semt Tame seith in his epistle 
“jugement withouten mercy shal be 
doon to him, that hath no mercy of 
another wight ” ’ / 

§ 78 'Whanne Melibee hadde herd the 
gicte skiles and rcsouns of dame Pru- 
dence, and hir yvise informaciouns and 
techmges, / his herte gan enclyme to the 3o6<i 
wil of his wyf, consider! nge hir trewe 
entente , / and conformed him anon, 
and assented fully to y\eiken after hir 
conseil , / and thonked god, of yvhom 
procedeth al yeitu and alle goodntsse, 
that him sente a wy f of so greet discre- 
cioun / And whan the day cam that 
hise adversanes sholde apperen in his 
presence, / he spak unto hern ful goodly, 
and seyde i n this wyse / ‘ al-be-it so that 3065 
of your pryde and piesumpcioun and 
folio, and of your neoligence and un- 
conninge, /ye ha-v e misborn y ow and 
trespassed un-to me , / y et, for as much 
ns I see and biholde y our grete humihtee, / 
and that ye been sory and repentant of 
your giltes, / it constreyneth me to doon 
yow grace and mercy / Therfore I re- 3070 
coyve yow to my grace, / and foryeve 
yow outrely alle the offences, injuries, 
and wronges, that ve have doon agaym 
me and myne , / to this effect and to this 
ende, that god of his endelees mercy / 
wole at the tyme of our dyinge foryeven 
us our giltes that yve han trespassed to 
him in this wrecched woild / For doute- 
lees, if we be sory and repentant of the 
smnes and giltes whiche we han tres- 
passed m the sighte of our lord god, / he 3075 
is so free and so merciable, / that he 
yvole foryeven us our giltes, / andbringen 
us to his blisse that never hath ende 
Amen ’ / 3078 


Here is ended Chaucers Tale of Melibee and of Dame Prudence 



THE MONK’S PROLOGUE. 
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The mery wordes of the Host to the Monk 


Whan ended was mv tale of Melibee, 

And of Prudence and hii benignitoe, ^080 
Our hoste seyde, ‘ as I am faithful man, 
And by the precious corpus Madinan^ 

I haddo lever than a barel ale 
That goode lief my wyf hadde herd this 
tale ’ 

For she nis no-thing of swich pacience 
As was this Melibeus wyf Prudence 3086 
By goddes bones ’ whan I bete my knave s, 
She bnngth me forth the grete clobbed 
staves, (to; 

And cryeth, “slee the dogges everichoon, 
And brek hem, bothe bak and every boon ’ 
And if that any neighebor of mvne 3oqi 

Wol nat in chirche to my wyf enc]3nie. 
Or be so hardy to hir to trespaco, 

Whan she comth hoom, she rarapeth in 
my face, 3004 

And cryeth, “ false coward, wreek thy wyf ’ 
By corpus bones ’ I wol have thy knyf, 
And thou shalt have my distaf and go 
spmne ’ ” 

Fro day to night right thus she wol bi- 
ginne , — (20) 

“ Allas ’ ” she seith, “ that ever I was shape 
To wedde a milksop or a coward ape, 3100 
That wol be overlad with every wight ’ 
Thou darst nat stonden by thy wyves 
right ’ ” 

This is my lyf, but-if that I wol fighte , 
And out at dore anon I moot me dighte. 
Or elles I am but lost, but-if that I 3105 
Be lyk a wilde leoun fool-hardy 
I woot wel she wol do me slee som day 
l^m neighebor, and thanne go my wey (30) 


For I am peiilous with knyf in honde, 

A 1 bo it that I dar nat hir withstonde, 3110 
For she is big in armes, by my feith, 

That shal ho finde, that hir misdooth or 
seith 

But lat us passe awey fro this matere 
My lord the Monk,’ quod ho, ‘ bo merj 
of chero , 

For ye shul telle a tale trewelv 3113 

Lo ’ Bouchestre stant beer fa&te by ’ 

Jlyd forth, myn owene lord, brek nat our 
game, (39) 

But, by my trouthe,Iknowe nat your name, 
Wher shal I callo >ow my lord dan John, 
Or dan Thomas, or elles dan Albon? 3120 
Of "what hous bo ye, by your fader kin ? 

I vow to god, thou hast a ful fair skin, 

Tt IS a gentil pasture ther thoii goost , 
Thou art nat lyk a pen aunt or a goost 
Upon my feith, thou art som officer, 31^5 
Some worthy sextevn, or som celcrer. 

For by my fader soulo, as to my doom, 
Thou art a maister whan thou art at hoom, 
No povre cloisterer, ne no novys, (31) 

But a governour, wyly and wys 31 10 

And therwithal of brawn es and of bones 
A wel-fanng persone for the nones 
I pray to god, yeve him confusioun 
That first thee broghte un-to rehgioun , 
Thou woldest han been a trede-foul aright 
Haddostow as greet a leve, as thou hast 
might 3136 

To parfourne al thy lust in engendruro, 
Thou haddost bigeten many a creature 
Alas » why werestow so wyd a cope ? (61) 

Godyevemesorwe ’ but, and I were a pope, 
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Not only thou, but every mighty man, 3141 
Thogh he were shorn ful hye upon his pan, 
Sholde have a wyf , for al the world is lorn * 
Beligioun hath take up al the corn ^5144 
Of treding,and we borel men hen shnmpes ' 
Of feble trees thei comen wrecched impcs 
This maketh that our heires been so 
sclondre (69) 

And feble, that they may nat wel engendre 
This maketh that our wyves wol assaye 
Kcligious folk, for ye may bettro paye 3150 
Of Venus payements than mowe we , 

God woot, no lussheburghes payen ye ’ 
But be nat wrooth, my lord, for that I 
pleye , 

Ful ofte in game a sooth I have herd seye ’ 
This worthy monk took al in pacienco, 
And seyde, ‘ I wol doon al my diligence, 
As fer as sounoth in-to honestee, 31S7 
To telle yow a tale, or two, or three (80) 
And if yow list to hcikne hiderward, 

I wol yow seyn the lyf of seint Edward , 


Or elles first Tragedies wol I telle 3161 
Of whiche I have an hundred in my celle 
Tragedio is to seyn a certeyn stone. 

As olde bokes maken us memorie, 

Of him that stood in greet prosperitce 3165 
And is y fallen out of heigh degree 
Into miseno, and endeth wrecchedly 
And they ben vcrsifyed comunly (90) 
Of SIX feet, which men clepe exametron 
In prose cck been endyted many oon, 3170 
And eek 111 metre, m many a sondry wyse 
Lo ’ this declaring oughte y-nough suffise 
Now herkneth, if yowlykethfor to here , 
But first I yow biseke m this matere, 3 1 74 
Though I by ordro telle nat thise thinges, 
Be it of popes, emperours, or kinges, 
After hir ages, as men writen finde, (99) 
But telle hem som bifore and som bihmde, 
As it now comth un-to my remembraunce , 
Have me excused of mynignoraunce ’3180 

Expltctt 


THE MONKES TALE 


Here bigiimeth the Monkes Tale, 

I wor biwayle in maner of Tragcdie 
The harm of hem that stode m heigh de- 
gree, 

And fillcn so that thor nas no remedie 
To bnnge hem out of hrr adversitee , 3184 
For certein, whan that fortune list to flee, 
Ther may no man the cours of hir with- 
holde , 

Lat no man truste on blind prosperitee , 
Be war by thise ensamples trewe and olde 

Lucifer 

At Lucifer, though he an angel were, 

And nat a man, at him I wol biginne , 3190 
For, thogh fortune may non angel dere, (i i ) 


, de Casibus Virorum Illustrmni. 

From heigh degree yet fel he for his smne 
Doun m-to helle, wher he yet is inne. 

O Lucifer ’ brightest of angels alle, 

Now artow Sathanas, that maist nat 
twmne 3195 

Out of miserie, in which that thou art falle, 

Ad\m 

Lo Adam, in the fold of Lamassene, 

With goddes oweno finger wroght was he, 
And nat bigeten of mannes sperme un- 
clene. 

And welte al Paradys, saving o tree 3200 
Had never worldly man so heigh degree 
As Adam, til he for misgovemau&oe (22) 
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Was drive out of his hye prosperitee 
To labour, and to helle, and to meschaunce 

Sampson 

Lo Sampson, ■which that -was annunciat 
By th’angel, longe er his nativitee, 3^06 
And was to god almighty consecrat, 

And stood in noblesse, whyl ho mighte see 
Was never swich another as was he. 

To speke of strengthe, and therwith hardi- 
nesso, 3210 

But to his W5rves tolde he his secree, (31) 
Through which he slow him self, for 
wreochednesse 

Sampson, this noble almighty champioun, 
Witliouten wepen save his hondes tweye, 
He slow and al to-rente the leoun, 3215 
Toward his wedding walking by the weye 
His false wyf coude him so pleso and 
preye 

Til she his con soil knew, and she untrewo 
Un-to liisfooshis conseilganbnvreye, 3219 
And him forsook, and took another newe 

Three hundred foxes took Sampson for ire, 
And alle hir tayles he togidcr bond, (42) 
And setto the foxes tayles alle on fire, 

For he on every tayl had knit a brond , 
And they brende alle the comes in that 
lond, 3223 

And alle hir oliveres and vynes eek 
A thousand men he slow eek with his hond, 
And had no wepen but an asses cheek 

Whan they yere slayn, so thursted him 
that he 3229 

Was wel ny lom, for which ho gan to preye 
That god wolde on his peyne han som 
pitee, (31) 

And sende him drinke, or elles moste ho 
deye, 

And of this asses cheke, that was dreye, 
Out of a wang-tooth sprang anon a welle, 
Of which he drank y-nogh, shortly to seyo, 
Thus heelp him god, as Judtcum can telle 

By verray force, at Gazan, on a night, 3237 
Kaugree Philistiens of that citeo, 

The gates of the toun he hath up-plight, 
And on his bak y>caried hem hath he 3240 


Hye on an hille, that men mighte hem 
see (6i) 

O noble almighty Sampson, leef and dere. 
Had thou nat told to wommcn thy secree. 
In al this worlde no hadde been thy pere ’ 

This Sampson never sicer drank no "wyn, 
Ne on his heed cam rasour noon no shere. 
By precept of the messager divyn, 3247 
For alle his strengthes in Ins heros were , 
And fully twenty winter, veer by yere. 
Ho hadde of Israel the govemaunce 3250 
But sone shal ho wepen many a tere, (71) 
For wommcn shal him bringen to mes- 
chaunce ' 

T^n-to Ins lemman Dalida he tolde 
That in Ins hores al his strengthe lay. 
And falsly to his fo-men she him soldo 
Andslopingm Inr barmo up-on aday 3256 
She made to clippo or shere his heer aA\ey, 
And made his fo men al his craft espyen , 
And whan that they him fonde in tins 
array. 

They bounde him faste, and putten out Ins 
yen 3260 

But er his heer were clipped or y-shave, (8i) 
Ihcr was no bond with winch men might 
him bindo , 

But now IS ho in pnsoun in a cave, 
Wher-as they made him at the querno 
grindo 3264 

O noble Sampson, strongest of mankinde, 
O whylom jugo in glone and in richesse. 
Now maystow wepen with thyn ydnblinde, 
Sith thou fro wole art fallo in wrocched- 
ncsse 

Th’ende of tins caytif was as I shal seye , 
His fo-men made a festo upon a day, 3270 
And made himashir foolbiforo hempleye. 
And this was in a temple of greet array (92) 
But atte last he made a foul affiay , 

For ho two pliers shook, and made hem 
faUe, 3274 

And dounfil temple and al, and therit lay, 
And slow him-self, and eek his fo-men alle 

This is to seyn, the princes everiohoon, 
And eek three thousand bodies wer ther 
slayn (98) 
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With falhng of the grete temple of stoon 
Of Sampson now wol I na-more seyn 3280 
Beth war by this ensample old and playn 
That no men telle hir conseil til hir wy\ es 
Of swich thing as they wolde han secree 
fayn, 

If that it toncho hir limmes or hir ly \es 
Herculfs 

Of Hercules the soveroyn conquerour 3285 
Singen his workes laude and heigh renoun , 
For in his tyme of strengthe he was the 
flour 

He slow, and rafte the skin of the leoun , 
He of Centauros leyde the boost adoun , 
Ho Arpics slow, the cruel briddes felle , 3290 
He golden ap j)lcs rafte of the dragoun , ( 1 1 1 ) 
He drow out Cerberus, the hound of helle 

Ho slow tho cruel tyrant Busirus, 

And made his hors to frete him, flesh and 
boon , 

He slow tho firy serpent venimous , 3295 

Of Achelois two homes, he brak oon , 
And he slow Cacus in a cave of stoon , 

He slow tho geaunt Antheus the stronge , 
He slow the grisly boor, and that anoon. 
And bar the heven on his nekke longe 3^00 

Was never wight, sitli that the world 
big in, (121) 

That slow so many monstres as dide he 
Thurgh-out this wyde world his name lan, 
Wliat for his stiengthe, and lor liis heigh 
bountco, ^304 

And every reaumo wento he for to see 
He was so strong that no man niighte him 
lette , 

At bothe tho worldcs cndcs, seitli Iropheo, 
In stede of boundes, ho a juler sette 

A lemman h idde this noble champioun. 
That highte Dianna, fresh as May , 3310 
And, as thiso cleikes maken mcncioun, (i 3 1) 
She hath him sent a shorte fresh and gaj’^ 
Allas ’ this short e, alias and weylaway ' 
Envenimed was so subtilly with-alle, 3314 
That, or that he had wored it half a day. 
It made his flesh al fiom his bones falle 

But nathelees somme clerkes hir excusen 
By oon that highte Nessus, that it maked , 


Be as be may, I wol hir noght acensen , 
But on his bak this sherte he wered al 
naked, 3320 

Til that his flesh was for the venim blaked 
And whan he sey noon other romedye, (142) 
In hote coles he hath him-selven raked. 
For with no venim deyned him to dye 

Thus starf this worthy mighty Hercules , 
Lo, who may truste on fortune any 
throwo ? 3326 

For him that folweth al this world of prees, 
Er he be war, is ofte y-leyd ful lowe 
Pul wy s is he that can him seh en knowe 
Both war, for whan that fortune list to 
glosc, 3330 

Than wayteth she hir man to overthrows 
By swich a wey as ho wolde leest sup- 
pose (152) 

NaBUGODONOSOR (NFnLCnADNfFZ7AR) 

The mighty trone, the precious tresor. 
The glorious ceptre and royal magestee 
That hadde the king Nabugodonosor, 3335 
With tonge unnethe may discryved be. 
He twyes wan Jerusalem the citee , 

The vessel of the temple he w ith him ladde. 
At Babiloyne was his sovere^n see, 3339 
In which his glorie and his delyt he hadde 

The fairest children of the blood roj al (161) 
Of Israel ho leet do gelde anoon. 

And maked ech of hem to been his thral 
Amonges othere Daniel was oon, 3344 
That was the wysest child of e\ erichoon , 
For he the dremes of the king oxpouned, 
Wlier-as in Chaldey clerk ne was ther noon 
That wiste to what fy n his dremes souned 

This proudo king leet make a statue of 
golde, 3349 

Sixty cubytes long, and se\en in brede. 

To which image bothe yonge and olde (171) 
Comaunded ho to loute, and have in drede , 
Or in a fourneys ful of flambes rede 
He shal be brent, that wolde noght obeye 
But never wolde assente to that dede 3355 
Daniel, ne his yonge felawes tweve 

This kmg of kmges proud w as and elaat. 
He wende that god, that sit in magestee, 
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Ne miglite him nat bireve of hia estaat 
But sodeynly he lost© his dignitee, 3360 
And lyk a best© him semed for to be, {181) 
And eet hay as an oxe, and lay ther-oute , 
In reyn with wild© best©s walked he, 

Til certein tymo was y-com© aboute 

And lyk an egles fetheres wexe his h©res, 
His nayles lyk a briddes clawes were , 3366 
Til god released him a certem yeres, 

And yaf him wit , and than with many a 
tere 

He thanked god, and ever his lyf in fere 
Was he todoon amis, or more trespace, 3370 
And, til that tyme he leyd was on his 
here, 

He knew that god was ful of might and 
grace (192) 

Balthasar (Belshazzar) 

His sone, which that highte Balthasar, 
That heeld the regne after his fader day. 
He by his fader coude nought bo war, 3375 
Por proud he was of herte and of array , 
And eek an ydolastre was he ay 
His hye estaat assured him in pryde 
But fortune caste him doun, and ther he 
lay, 

And sodeynly his regne gan divyde 3380 

A feste he made un-to his lordes alle (201) 
Up-on a tyme, and bad hem blythe be. 
And than his officeres gan he calle — 
‘Goth, bnngeth forth the vessels,^ [tho] 
quod ho, 3384 

‘Which that my fader, m his prospenteo. 
Out of the temple of J erusalem biraite. 
And to our hye goddes thanko we 
Of honour, that our eldres with us lafte ’ 

His wyf, his lordes, and his concubynes 
Ay dronken, whyl hir appetytes laste, 3390 
Out of this© noble vessels sundry wynes , 
And on a wal this king his y^n caste, (212) 
And sey an hond armlees, that wroot ful 
faste, 

Por fere of which he quook and syked 
sore 3394 

This hond, that Balthasar so sore agaste, 
Wroot ManSt techel^ pharea, and na-more 


In al that lond magicien was noon 
That coude expoune what this lettre 
mente , 

But Daniel expouned it anoon, 3399 
And seyde, ‘ king, god to thy fader lente 
Glorie and honour, regne, trosour, rente 
And he was proud, and no-thing god no 
dradde, (222) 

And therfor god gret wroche up-on him 
sente, 

And him birafte the regne that he hadde. 

He was out cast of mannes company©, 
With asses was his habitacioun, 3406 
And eet hey as a beste in weet and drye, 
Til that he knew, by grace and by resoun, 
That god of heven hath dominacioun 
Over every regne and ©very creature , 3410 
And thanne had god of him compassioun, 
And him restored his regno and his 
figure (232) 

Eek thou, that art his sono, art proud also. 
And knowest alle thise thinges verraily. 
And art rebel to god, and art his fo 3415 
Thou drank eek of his vessels boldely , 
Thy wyf eek and thy wenches sinfullj 
Dronke of the same vessels sondry wynes, 
And heriest false goddes cursedly , 3419 

Therfor to thee y shapen ful gret pyne is 

This hand was sent from god, that on the 
wallo (-41) 

Wroot mane, techel, xyharea, trusto me , 
Thy regne is doon, thou weyest noght at 
alle , 

Divyded is thy regne, and it shal be 3424 
To Medes and to Perses yeven,’ quod he 
And thilke same night this king was 
slawe. 

And Darius occupyeth his degree, 

Thogh he therto had neither right no 
lawe 

Lordin^fes, ensample heer-by may ye take 
How that in lordshipe is no siker- 
nesse , 3430 

Por whan fortune wol a man forsake, (251) 
Sheberethawey his regno and his richesse, 
And eek his freendes, bothe more and 
lesse , 
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For what man that hath freendes thnrgh 
fortune, ^434 

Mishap wol make hem enemys, I gease 
Tins proverbe is ful sooth and ful com- 
mune 

Cenobia (Zenobia) 

Cenobia, of Palimerie queue, 

As writen Persiens of hir noblesse, 

So worthy was in armes and so kene, 3439 
That no wight passed hir in hardinosse, 
Ne in hnage, ne in other gentiUesse (261) 
Of kinges blode of Perse is she descended , 
1 seye nat that she hadde most fairnesse. 
But of hir shape she mighte nat been 
amended 3444 

From hir childhcde I finde that she fledde 
Office of wommen, and to wode she wente , 
And many a wilde hei tes blood she sheddo 
With arwes brode that she to hem sente 
She was so swift that she anon hem hente, 
And whan that she was elder, she w olde 
killo 34 ‘>0 

Leouns, lepardes, and beres alto-rente, (271) 
And m hir armts welde hem at hir wille 

She dorste wilde boostes dennes seke, 

And lennen in the montaignes al the 
night, 

\nd sUpen nndci a bush, and she coude 
eke 34 

Wrastlen by -v eri a\ foi c e and verrav might 
With any jong min, wore ho neim so 
wight , 

Tlier niighte no-thing in hir armes stonde 
She kepte hir maydenhod fiom every 
wight. 

To no man deigned hii for to be bondo 3460 

But atte lasto hir frondcs han hir maned 
To Odenake, a pi nice of that con tree, (2S2) 
Al wore it so that she hem longo taricd , 
And ye shul understonde how that he 
H addo swicho fantasyes as hadde she 3403 
But nathelees, whan they were knit 111- 
fere, 

They lived in joye and in felicitee , 

For ech of hem hadde other loef and dere 

Save o thing, that she never woldo assente 
By no wey, that he sholde by hir lye 3470 


But ones, for it was hir pleyn entente (291) 
To have a child, the world to multiplye , 
And al-so sone as that she mighte espye 
That she was nat with childe with that 
dede, 

Than woldo she suffre him doon his fan- 
tasye 3475 

Eft-sono, and nat but ones, out of drede 

And if she were with childo at thilke cast, 
Na-more sholde he plejen thilke game 
Til fully fourty dayes weren i)ast , 

Than wolde she ones suflre him do the 
same 3480 

Al were this Odenake wilde or tame, (301) 
He gat na-more of hir, for thus she seyde, 

‘ It was to wyves lecherye and shame 
In other cas, if that men with hem 
pleyde ’ 3484 

Two sones by this Odenake hadde she, 

The whiclie she kepte in veitu and let- 
truie , 

But now un-to our tale turne we 
I seye, so worshipful a creatuie. 

And wys therwith, and large with mesure, 
So penible in the werre, and curteis 
eke, 3490 

Ne moie labour mighte m werre endure. 
Was noon, thogh al this world men sholde 
seke (312) 

Hu riche an ay ne mighte nat be told 
As el 111 vessel as m liii clothmg , 

She was al clad in perree and in gold, 3495 
And eek she lafto noght, for noon hunting, 
To have of sondrj'^ tonges ful knowing, 
Whan that she leysei hadde, and for to 
entende 

To lernen bokes was al hir 1 \ king, 3499 
How she m vertu mighte hir lyf dispende 

And, shortly of thib stone for to trete, (321) 
So doughty was hii housbonde and eek 
she. 

That they conquered many regnes grete 
In th’ orient, with many a fair citee, 
Apertenaunt un-to the magestee 3305 
Of Rome, and with strong bond helde 
hem ful faste , 

Ne never mighte hir fo-men doon hem flee, 
Ay whyl that Odenakes dajes laste. 
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Hir batailes, who-so list hem for to redo, 
Agayn Sapor the king and othere mo, 

And how that al this proces fil in dede, (^31) 
Why she conquered and what title had 
therto, 

And after of hir meschiof and hir wo, 
How that she ’was biseged and y take, 

Let him un-to my maister Petrark go, 
That writ j -nougli of this, I undertake 

When Odenake ^\as deed, she mightily 
The regnes heeld, and Avitli hir propre 
honde 

Agayn hir foos she faught so cruelly, 

That ther nas king ne prince in al that 
londe (340) 3S-0 

That he nas glad, if that he grace fonde, 
That she ne wolde up-on Ins lond werrej e , 
With hir they made alliaunce by bonde 
To been m pees, and leto hir ryde and 
pleye 

The emperour of Pome, Claudius, 352^ 
Ne him bifoio, the Ponia3n Gahen, 

Ne dorste nc\or been so corageous. 

No noon Lrniyn, ne noon Egipcien, 

Ne Sumen, ne noon Arabien, 

Within the feld that doisto with hir fighte 
Lest that she woldo hem with hir hondcs 
slen (3tji) 3:^31 

Or with hir mej nee putten hem to flightc 

In kinges habit wente hir sones ti\o, 

As heires of hir fadres regnes alle, 

And Heimanno, and Thymalab 3535 
Her names were, as Persiens hem calle 
But ay fortune hath in hir hony galle , 
This mighty queue may no whyl endure 
Fortune out ot hir regne made hir falle 
To wrecchednesse and to misaventuro 3540 

Aurelian, whan that the govemaunce (361) 
Of Pome cam in to his honaes twoj 0, 

He shoop up-on this queen to do ven- 
geaunce, 

And with his legiouns he took liis weye 
Toward Cenobie, and, shortly for to seye. 
He made hir flee, and atte lasto hir 
hen^'e, 3546 

And fettred hir, and eek hir children 
tweye. 

And wan the lond, and hoom to Rome he 
wente 


Amonges othere thmges that he wan, 

Hir char, that was with gold wrought and 
pcrree, (370) 3530 

This greto Romaj n, tins Aurelian, 

Hath with him lad, lor that men sholde 
it see 

Biforen his triumphe walketh she 
With gilte cheynes on hir nekke hanging , 
Corounedwas she, as alter hir degree, 3335 
And lul of perree charged liir clothing 

Allas, fortune ’ she that whylom was 
Dredful to kinges and to empeiourcs, 
Now gaureth al the peple on hir, alias ' 
And she that helmed was in starke 
stoures, (380) 3360 

And wan by force tonnes stronge and 
toures, 

Shal on hir heed now were a vitromyto , 
And she that bai the ceptre ful of 
floui es 

Shal bore a d staf, hir cost for to quyto 

[T 14380 

(NEitoJbllo 7 LS tn T , p 337 ) 

Be PriRo ProE IsrANNir 
O noble, o worthy Petro, glorie of 
Spa^ne, [T 146S5 

Wliom fortune hcild so by in magestee, 
Wei oughten men tliy deoth corn- 

play ne » 3367 

Out ol thy lond thy brother made thco floe , 
And alter, at a sego, by subtilteo. 

Thou were bitra^cd, and lid unto his 
tente, (390) 3'^7o 

Wlier as ho with hit> ow one hond slow tliff, 
Succeding in thy legne and in thy rente 

The feeld of snow, with th’cgle of blak 
ther inne, [T 1469^ 

Caught with the Ijmrod, coloured as tho 
glede, 357+ 

He brew this cursednos and al this sinne 
The ‘ wikked nest ’ was werker ol this node , 
Noght Charles Oliver, that ay took hede 
Of tiouthe and honour, but of Armorike 
Genilon Oliver, corrupt for mede, 3379 

Broghto this worthy king in swich a briko 

Be Peteo Regb db Cipro, 

O worthy Petro, king of Cypre, also, (401) 
That Alisaundre wan by heigh maistryo, 
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Fill many a hethen wroghtestow ful wo, 
Of which thyn ov> ene liges hadcle envye, 
And, for no thing hut for thy chivalrye, 
They in thy bedde han Bla5m. thee by the 
morwe ^5^6 

Thns can fortune hir wheel governe and 
gje, [T 14707 

And out of joye bringo men to sorwe 

Df BA^^A«o DE Lumbardta 

Of Melan grete Barnabo Viscounte, 3';89 
Ood of delyt, and scourge of Lumbaidje, 
Why sliolde I nat thyn infortune aeounte, 
Sith m estaat thou clombe were so hye ? 
Thy brother sone, that was thy double 
alive, (413) 

For he thy nevew was, and sone-in-lawe, 
With-mne his piisoiin made thee to dye , 
But wliy, ne how, noot I that thou Mere 
slaM e 3S96 

I)f Hitoflino, Comitf de Pi7r 

Of the erl Hugelyn of P>se the langoiir 
Ther may no tonge telle for pitee , 

But htel out ot P> se stant a tour. 

In which 0 tour in prisoun put m as he, 3600 
And with him been his litel children 
three (421) 

The eldeste scarsly fyfyeer was of age 
Allas, fortune ’ it was greet crueltee 
Swiehe briddes for to putte in swiche a 
cage ’ 3604 

Bampned was he to deve in that prisoun, 
For Iloger, which that bisshop was of Pyse, 
Hadde on him maad a fals suggestioun, 
Thurgh which the peple gan upon him 
ryse, (428) 

And putten him to prisoun in swich wyse 
As ve han herd, and mete and dunk he 
hadde 3610 

So smal, that wel unnethe it may suffyse, 
And therwith al it was ful povre and 
badde 

And on a day bifil that, in that hour, 
Whan that his mete wont was to be broght. 
The gayler shette the dores of the tour 
Ho herde it wel, — but he spak right noght. 
And in his herte anon ther 111 a thoght. 
That they for hunger wolde doon him dyen 


‘ Allas ’ ’ quod he, ‘ alias ’ that I was 
wroght” (439)3619 

Therwith the teres fillen from his y^n 

His yonge sone, that three yeer was of age, 
Un-to him sej de, ‘ fader, why do ye wepe ? 
Whan wol the gayler bringen our potage, 
Is ther no morsel breed that ye do kepe ? 
I am so hungry that I may nat slope 3625 
Now wolde god that I might e slepen ever ’ 
Than sholde nat hunger in my wombe 
ciepe , 

Tlier IS no thing, save breed, that me 
were lever ’ 

Thus dav by day this child bigan to crye. 
Til in his fadres barme adoun it lay, 3630 
And seyde, ‘ far-wel, fader, I moot dj e,’ 
And kiste his fader, and dej de the same 
d ly (452) 

And whan the woful fader deed it sey, 
For wo his armes two he gan to byte, 

And sej de, ‘ alias, fortune ’ and we> laway ♦ 
Th> false wheel my wo al may I wyte ’ ’ 

His children wende that it for hunger was 
That he his armes gnow, and nat lor wo. 
And sej de, ‘ fader, do nat so, alias ’ 

But rather eet the flesh upon us two , 3640 
Our flesh thou yaf us, tak our flesh us fro 
And eet y-nough ’ right thus they to liim 
seyde, (462) 

And after that, with-in a day or two. 
They leyde hem in his lappe adoun, and 
deyde 3644 

Him-self, despeired, eek for hunger starf , 
Thus ended is this mighty Erl of Pyse , 
From heigh estaat fortune awey him carf 
Of this Tragedie it oghte y-nough suSyse 
Who-so wol here it in a lenger wyse, (469) 
Redeth the grete poete of Itaille, 3650 
That highte Dant, for he can al devyse 
Fro point to point, nat o word wol he faille 

[T 14772 

{Foi T 14773, see p «(42 , for T 14380, 
see TP 33^) 

Nero 

[T 14381. 

Al-though that Nero were as vicious 
As any feend that lyth ful lowe adoun, 
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Yet he, as telleth us Swetonius, 3651 ^ 
This wyde world hadde in subjeccioun, 
Both Est and West, f South and Septem- 
trioun , 

Of rubies, saphires, and of perles whvte 
Were alle his clothes brouded up and doun 
For he in gemmes greetly gan delyte 3660 

More delicat, more pompous of array, (481) 
More proud was never emperour than he , 
That like cloth, that he had wered o da\ , 
After that tyme ho nolde it never sec 
Nettes of gold-thred hadde he gret plentee 
To fisshe in Tybro, whan him liste pleye 
His lustes were al lawo in his decree. 

For fortune as his freond him wolde obey e 

He Borne brende for his delicacy e , 

The senatours he slow up-on a day, 3670 
To here how men wolde wepe and cryc , 
And slow his brother, and by his sister 
lay (492) 

His moder made he in pitous array , 

For he hir wombe slitte, to biholdo 
Wher he conceywed was , so weilawey ’ 
That he so litel ot his moder tolde ’ 3676 

No tere out of his y6n for that sighte 
Ne cam, but seyde, ‘ a fair womman was 
she ’ 

Gret wonder is, how that he coude or 
mighto (499) 

Be domesman of hir dedo beautee 3680 
The wyn to bringen him comaunded he. 
And drank anon , non other wo he made 
Whan might is joyned un-to cruel tee, 
Allas ’ to dope wol the venim wade ’ 3684 

In youthe a maister hadde this emperour. 
To teohe him letterure and curteisye. 

For of moralitee he was the flour, 

As in his tyme, but-if bokos lye , 

And whyl this maister hadde of him 
maistrye, 36S9 

He maked him so conning and so souple 
That longe tyme it was er tirannye (511) 
Or any vyce dorste on him uncouple 

This Seneca, of which that I deyyse, 
By-cause Nero hadde of him swich drede, 
For he fro vyces wolde him ay chastyse 
Discreetly as by word© and nat by dede , — 


‘ Sir,’ wolde he seyn, ‘ an emperour moot 
nede 3697 

Be vertuous, and hate tirannye ’ — 

For which he in a bath made him to blede 
On bothe his armes, til he moste dye 

This Nero hadde eek of acustumaunce 
In youthe ageyn his maister for to ryse, 
Which afteiward him thought© a greet 
grevaunce , (523) 

Therfor he made him deyen in this wyse 
But natheles this Seneca the wyse 3703 
Chees in a bath to deye in this manere 
Rather than han mother tormentyse , 
And thus hath Nero slayn his maister dere 

Now fll it so that fortune list no longer 
The hye pryde of Nero to cheryce , 3710 

For though that ho were strong, yet was 
shestrenger, (3^1) 

She thought© thus, ‘ by god , I am to nyco 
To sotte a man that is fulfild of vyce 
In h( igh degref , ind emperour him calle 
By god, out of his seto I wol him tryco , 
When he leest weneth, sonest shal he 
falle ’ 3716 

Tlie peple roos up on him on a mght 
For his defauto, and whan ho it espyed, 
Out of his dores anon he hath him dight 
Alone, and, ther he wende han bon allyed, 
He knokked faste, and ay, the moie he 
cryed, (541) 3721 

The faster shetto they the dores alle , 

Tho wiste he wel ho hadde him-self mis- 
gyed. 

And wente his wey, no lenger dorste he 
calle 

The peple cryde and rombled up and doun. 
That with his eres horde he how they 
seyde, 3726 

‘ Wher IS this false tyraunt, this Neroun ’’ 
For fere almost out of his wit he breyde. 
And to his goddes pitously he preyde 
For socour, but it mighte nat bitydo 3730 
For drede of this, him thought© that ho 
deyde, (551) 

And ran in-to a gardin, him to hyde 

And in this gardin fond he cherles tweye 
That seten by a fyr ful greet and reed, 
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And to thise cherles two he gan to preye 
To sleeii him, and to girden of hia heed, 
That to his body, whan that he were deed, 
Were no despyt y doon, for his defame 
Him-self ho slow, ho conde no better reed. 
Of which fortune lough, and hadde a 
game 3740 

De Olourno (Hoioifr\es) 

Was never capita\n under a king (s6i) 
That regnes mo putte in subjeccioun, 

Ne stronger was in feeld of alle thing. 

As in his tymo, no gietter of renoun, 3744 
No more pompous 111 heigh presumiicioun 
Than Ololorne, which fortune ay kiste 
So likerously, and ladde him up and doun 
Til that hib hoc d v is of, er that he wiste 

Nat only that this world hadde him in 
awe 

For lesinge of richesse or libertee, 3730 
But he made eveiy man reneye his lawe 
‘ Nabugodonosor was god,’ seyde he, (S72; 

‘ Noon other god sholde adourod be ’ 
Ageyns his hoste no wight dar trospace 
Saye in Bothulia, a strong citee, 37';^ 

Wher Ehaehim a prest was of that place 

But tak kepo of the deeth of Olofern , 
Amidde his host he dronke lay a night, 
With-inne his tente, large as is a bern, 
And yit, for al his pompe and al his 
might, 37(10 

Judith, a womman, as he lay upright, 
Sloping, his heed of smoot, and from his 
tente (S82') 

Ful priyely she stal from every wight. 
And with his heed unto hir toun she 
wente 

De Rroi Anthiocho iltustri 

What nedeth it of King Anthiochus 376s 
To telle his hye royal magestee, 

His hye pryde, his werkes venimous ? 

For swich another was ther noon as he 
Rede which that he was in Machabee, 
And rede the proude wordes that he seyde. 
And why he fil fro heigh prosperitee, (^91) 
And in an hil how wreohedly he deyde 


Fortune him hadde enhauncod so in pryde 
That verraily he wende he mighte attayne 
Lnto the sterres, upon every syde, 3775 
And in balance weyen ech montayne. 

And alle the flodcs of the see restrayne 
And goddes peple hadde he most in hate. 
Hem woldo ho sleon in torment and in 
paync, 

Wening that god ne mighte his pryde 
abate (600) 3780 

And for that Nichanor and Tliimotheo 
Of Tewes weren venquisshed mightily. 
Unto the Tewes swich an hate hadde he 
That he bad gre ithe his char ful hastily. 
And swoor, and seyde, ful despitously. 
Unto Jerusalem he wolde eft-sone, 3786 
To wreken his ire on it ful cruelly , 

But of his purpos ho was let ful sone 

God for his manace him so sore smoot 
With invisible woundc, ay incurable, 3790 
That in his guttes carf it so and boot (61 1) 
That his peynes weren importable 
And certemly, the vurecho was resonable, 
For many a mannes guttes dide he peyne , 
But from his purpos cursed and damp- 
nable 3795 

For al his smert ho wolde him nat re- 
stre>ne , 

But bad anon apparaillen his host, 

And sodeynly, er he of it was war, 

God daunted al his pryde and al his best 
For he so sore fil out of his char, 38CX) 
That it his limes and his skin to-tar, (621) 
So that he neither mighte go ne ryde, 

But in a chayer men aboute him bar, 

Al for-brused, bothe bak and syde 3804 

The wreche of god him smoot so cruelly 
That thurgh his body wikked wormes 
crepte , 

\nd ther-with al he stank so horribly, 
That noon of al his meynee that him 
kepte. 

Whether so he w ook or elles slepte, 3809 
Ne mighte noght for stmk of him endure 
In this meschief he wayled and eek wepte. 
And knew god lord of every creature 

To al hia host and to him-self also ((>33) 
Ful wlatsom was the stmk of his careyne , 
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No man ne miglite him here to no fro 
And m this stink and this horrible 
peyne 3816 

He starf fal wrecchodly in a monteyne 
Thus hath this robbour and this homicyde, 
That many a man made to wepe and 
pleyne, 3819 

Swicli guerdon as bilongeth unto iiryde 

De Alkxandro 

The stone of Alisaundre is so comune, 
That every wight that hath discrecioun 
Hath herd somwhat or al of his fortune 
This wyde world, as in conclusioun, (644) 
He wan by strengthe, or for his hye 
renoun 3S25 

They weren glad for pees un to him sende 
The pryde of man and beste ho leyde 
adoun, 

Wher-so he cam, un-to the worldes ende 

Comparisoun might never yit be maked 
Bitwixe him and another conquerour , 
Eor al this world for drede of him hath 
quaked, (651) 3831 

He was of knighthode and of fredom flour , 
Fortune him made the heir of hir honour , 
Save wyn and wommen, no- thing might© 
aswage 

His hye entente in armos and labour , 

So was he ful of leonyn corage 3836 

What preys were it to him, though I yow 
tolde 

Of Darius, and an hundred thousand mo, 
Of kinges, princes, erles, dukes boldo, 
Whiche he conquered, and broghte hem 
in-to wo ? 3840 

I seye, as fer as man may ryde or go, (661) 
The world was his, what sholde I more 
devyse ? 

For though I write or tolde you evermo 
Of his knighthode, it mighte nat suffyse 

Twelf yeer he regned, as seith Machabee , 
Philippes sone of Maoedoyne he was, 3846 
That first was king in Grece the contree 
O worthy gentil Alisaundre, alias » 

That ever sholde fallen swich a cas » 3849 
Empoisoned of thyn owene folk thou were , 


Thy sys fortune hath turned into as, (671) 
And yit for thee ne weep she never a tere ’ 

Who shal mo yeven teres to compleyne 
Thedeethof gentillesse and of fraunchyse. 
That al the world welded in his domeyne, 
And yit him thoughto it mighte nat 
suffyse ? 3856 

So ful was his corage of heigh empryse 
Allas ’ who shal me helpe to endyto 
False fortune, and poison to despyse. 

The whicho two of al this wo I wyte ? 3860 

Be Tulio Cfsare 

By wisdom, manhede, and by greet labour 
Fro humble bed to royal magestee, (682) 
Up roos he, Julius the conquerour, 

That wan al th’occident by lond and see, 
By strengthe of hond, or elles by tretee, 
And un to Kome made hem tributario , 
And sitthe of Romo the emperour was he, 
Til that fortune wex his adversario 

0 mighty Cesar, that m Tliessalye 
Ageyn Pompeius, fadei thyn in lawe, 3870 
That of th'orient hadde al the chivalryo 
As fer as that the day biginneth dawo, 
Thou thurgh thy knighthode hast hem 

take and slawe, (693) 

Save fowe folk that with Pompeius fledde, 
Thurgh which thou puttest al th’orient 
in awe 3875 

Thanke fortune, that so wel thee speddo ’ 

But now a litel whyl I wol biwaille 
This Pompeius, this noble govemour 
Of Rome, which that fleigh at this bataille , 

1 seye, oon of his men, a fals traitour, (700) 
His heed of smoot, to winnen him favour 
Of Julius, and him the heed he broghte 
Allas, Pompey, of th’orient conquerour, 
That fortune unto swich a fyn thee 

broghte ’ 

To Rome ageyn repaireth Julius 3885 
With his triumphe, laureat ful hye. 

But on a tyme Brutus Cassius, 

That ever hadde of his hye estaat envye, 
Ful prively hath maad conspiracye 
Ageins this Julius, m subtil wyse, 3890 
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And cast the place, in -whiche he sholde 
dye (711) 

With boydekins, as I shal yow devyse 

This Julius to the Capitolie wente 
Upon a day, as he was wont to goon. 

And in the Capitolie anon him hente 389«> 
This false Brutus, and his othere foon, 
And stikede him with boydekins anoon 
With many a wounde, and thus they Icte 
him Ive , 

But never gronte he at no strook but oon, 
Or elles at two, but-if his stone lye 3900 

So manly was this Julius at herte (721) 
And so wel lovede estaatly honestee. 
That, though his deedly woundes sore 
smerte, 

His mantel over his hippes casteth ho. 
For no man sholde seen his pnvitee ^^905 
And, as he lay on deymg in a traunco. 
And wiste verraily that deed was he. 

Of honestee yit haddo he remembraunco 

Lucan, to thee this stone I recomende, 
And to Swoton, and to 'j'Valerio also, 3910 
That of this stone wryten Tvord and 
ende, (73 0 

How that to thise grete conquerouios two 
Fortune was hrst tiecnd, and sithen fo 
No man ne truste up-on hir favour longe, 
But have hir in awayt for ever-mo 3913 
Witnesse on alle thise conqueroures 
stronge 

Cresus 

This riche Cresus, whylom king of Lydo, 
Of whiche Cresus Cyrus sore him dradde, 
Yit was he caught amiddes al his piyde, 
And to be brent men to the fyr him ladde 
But swicli a reyn doun fro the welkne 
shadde {741) 3921 

That slow the fyr, and made him to escape , 
But to be war no grace yet ho hadde. 

Til fortune on the galwes made him gape 

Whan he escaped was, he can nat stente 
For to biginne a newo werre agayn 3926 


He wende wel, for that fortune him sente 
Swich hap, that he escaped thurgh the 
rayn, (748) 

That of his foos he mighte nat be slayn , 
And eok a sweven up-on a night he mette. 
Of which he was so proud and eok so fayn, 
That in vengeaunce he al his herte sette 

Up-on a tree he was, as that him though te, 
Ther J uppiter him wesh, both© bak and 
syde, (754) 

And Phobus eek a fan towaille him 
broughte 3935 

To drye him with, and ther-for wex his 
pryde , 

And to his loghter, that stood him bisydo. 
Which that he knew in heigh science 
habounde, 

He b id hir telle liim what it signifyde. 
And she his dreem bigan right thus ex- 
poundo 3940 

‘The tree,’ quod she, ‘the galwes is to 
mene, (761) 

And J uppiter bitokneth snow and reyn, 
And Phebus, with his towaille so dene, 
Tho ben the sonne stremos for to seyn J 
Thou shalt anhanged be, fader, certeyn , 
llejn shal thee wassho, and sonne shal 
thee diye , ’ 3946 

Thus warned she him ful plat and ful 
pleyn, 

His doughtei, ivhich that called was 
Phanye 

Anhanged was Ciesus, the proude king, 
His royal trono mighte him nat availle — 
Tiagedie is noon other manor thing, (771) 
Ne can in singing crye ne biwaille, 3952 

But for that fortune alwey wol assaille 
With unwar strook the lognes that ben 
proude , 

For when men trusteth hir, than wol she 
faille, 39 

And covere hir bright© face with a cloude 
[Seel 3565 53<5. 

Explicit Tragedia 


Here stinteth the Knight the Monk of his Tale 
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THE PROLOGUE OF THE NONNE 
PRESTES TALE 


The prologue of the Nonne Preestes Tale 


‘ Ho ’ ’ quod the knight, ‘ good sir, na- | 
more of this, 39^7 1 

That ye han seyd is right y-nough, y-wis, 1 
And mochel more , for litel hevinesse ' 
Is right y-nough to mochel folk, I gcsse ' 
I seye for me, it is a greet disese 3961 1 
Wher-as men han hen in greet woltho 1 
and ese, I 

To heren ot hir sodeyn fal, alias ' 

And the contririe is joie and greet 
solas, 3904 

As whan a man hath been in povro estaat, 
And clymbeth up, and wexeth fortunat. 
And ther abydeth in prosperitee, (ii) 
Swich thing 13 gladsom, as it thmketh me, 
And of swich thing were goodly for to 
telle ’ 

*Ye,’ quod our hoste, ‘by seint Ponies 
belle, 3970 I 

Ye seye right sooth , this monk, he 1 
clappeth loude, 1 

He spak how “fortune covered with a 
cloudc ” I 

I noot never what , and als of a “ Tragedie ” 1 

Eight now 5 e horde, and parde ’ no | 
remedie 

It 13 for to biwaille, ne compleyne 3973 
That that is doon, and als it is a peyne, 

As ye han seyd, to here of hevinesse (21) 
Sir monk, na-more ot this, so god yow 
blesse ' 

Your tale anoyeth al this companye , 
Swich talking is nat worth a boterflye , 
For ther-in is ther no desport ne game 
Wherfor, sir Monk, or dan Piers by your 
name, 398- ' 


I pre3 e vow hortcly , telle us somwhat elles, 
Por sikerly, ncre clinking of your belles, 
That on y our brydel hange on every syde, 
By heven king, that lor us aUe dyde, (30) 
I sholde er this lian HUen doun for slepe, 
Although the slough had never been so 
depe , 3988 

Than had your tale al be told in vayn 
Poi cortcmly, as that thise clerkes seyn, 

“ Wher-asaman may have noon audience, 
Hoght helpeth it to tellen his sentence ” 
And wel I woot the substance is m me. 

If any thing shal wel reported be 3994 

Sir, sey somwhat of hunting, I yow preye ’ 

‘ Nay,’ quod this monk, ‘ I have no lust 
to pleye , (40) 

Now let another telle, as I have told ’ 
Than spak our host, with rude speche 
and bold. 

And seyde un to the Nonnes Preest anon, 

‘ Com necr, thou preest, com Inder, thou 
sir J ohn, 4000 

Tel us swich thing as may our hertes 
glade. 

Be blythe, though thou ryde up-on a j ide 
What though thyn hors be bothe toulo 
and lene, (47) 

If ho wol servo thee, rekke nat a bene , 
Look that thyn herte be mery evermo ’ 

‘ Yis, sir,’ quod he, ‘ yis, host, so mote I go, 
But I bo mery, y-wis, I wol bo blamed ' — 
And right anon his tale he hath attamed, 
And thus he seyde un-to us everichon, 
This swete preest, this goodly man, sir 
John 4010 


Exjphcit 
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Now was tlier thanne a justice in that 
toun, 

That governour was of that regioun 
And so hifel, this jngo his eyon caste 
Up on this mayde, avysinge him ful fastc, 
As she cam forby ther this jugo stood 12$ 
Anon his herte chaunged and his mood, 
So was ho caught with beauteo oi this 
maj^ de , 

And to him-self ful pnvely he sayde, 

‘ This mayde shal be mjm, for any man ’ 
Anon the feend in-to his herte ran, 1:50 
And taughte him sodoynly, that he by 
slighte 

The mayden to his purpos winne mighte 
For certes, by no force, ne by no medo, 
Him thoughte, ho was nat able for to spede , 
For she was strong of freendes, and eek she 
Conformed was in swicli soverayn bounteo. 
That wel he wiste he miglito hir never 
winne M7 

As for to make hir with hir bod> sinnc 
For which, by greet doliboracioun, 

Ho sente after a cherl, was in the toun, 140 
Which that ho knew for subtil and for 
bold 

Tliisjuge un to this cherl his tale hath told 
In secree wyse, and made him to ensure, 
He sholdo telle it to no creature. 

And if he dide, he sholde leso Ins hood 14s 
Whan that assented was tins cursed rood, 
Glad was this juge and makod him greet 
eliere, 

And yaf him yiftos prcciouse and dere 
Whan sliapen wis al liir conspiracye 
Fro point to point, how that his lecheryo 
Paifournod sholde been ful subtilly, 151 
As ye shul here it after openly, 

Hoorn gooth the cherl, that liighte Clau- 
dius 

This false juge that highte Apius, 

So was his name, (for this is no fable, i*?5 
But knowon for historial thing notable, 
The sentence of it sooth is, out of donte). 
This false juge gooth now faste abouto 
To hasten his delyt al that he may 
And so bifel sone after, on a day, 160 
This false luge, as telleth us the stone, 

As he was wont, sat in liis consistorio. 
And yaf his domes up-on sondry cas 
This false cherl cam forth a ful greet pas. 


And seyde, ‘ lord, if that it be your wiUe, 

As dooth me right up on this pitous bille, 
In which I pleyne up-on Virgin lus 
And if that he wol seyn it is nat thus, 

I wol it preve, and finde good witnesse, 
That sooth is that my bille wol expresse ^ 
The juge answerde, ‘of this, in his 
absence, 171 

I may nat yevo diffinitif sentence 
Lat do him calle, and I wol gladly here , 
Thou shalt have al right, and no wrong 
here’ 174 

Virgmius cam, to wite the juges wille, 
And light anon was rad this cursed bille , 
The sentence of it was as ye shul here 
‘ To yow, my lord, sire Apius so dere, 
Sheweth your povro servant Claudius, 
How that a knight, called Virginius, 180 
Agi-yns the lawe, agayn al equitee, 
Holdeth, expres agayn the wil of me. 

My servant, which that is my thral by 
right, 

Which fro myn hous was stole up-on 
a night, 

Whyl that she was ful y ong , this wol 
I preve 185 

By witnesse, lord, so that it nat yow greve 
She ms his doghter nat, what so he seye , 
Wherfore to yow, my lord the j uge, I preye, 
Yeld mo my thral, if that it be your wille ’ 
Lo ’ this was al the sentence of his bill© 
Virginius gan up-on the cherl biholde, 
But hastily, 01 he his tale tolde, 192 
And woldo have preved it, as sholde 
a knight, 

And eek by witnessing of many a wight, 
That it was fals that seyde his adversane, 
This cursed juge woldo no-thing tarie, 190 
Ne here a word moio of Virginius, 

But yaf his jugement, and seyde thus — 

‘ I demo anon this cherl his servant have , 
Thou shalt no longer in thj^n hous hir 
save 200 

Go bring hir foith, and put hir in our 
waido, 

The cherl shal have his thral, this I 
awarde ’ 

And whan this woidhy knight Virginius, 
Thurgh sentence of this justice Apius, 
Moste by force his dere doghter yiven 205 
Un-to the juge, in lechorye to liven. 
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He gooth him boom, and sotto him in his 
halle, 

And leet anon his dere doghter calle, 
And, with a f'tce deed as asshen colde, 
Upon hir humble face he gan biholde, 210 
Withfadrespiteestikingtliurgh his herte, 
A 1 wolde he from his purpos nat convertc 
‘ Doghter,’ quod he, ‘ Virginia, by th> 
name, 

Ther been two weyes, outlier deeth or 
shame. 

That thou most suffre , all^s ’ that I was 
bore ' 

For never thou descrvcdcst ^herfoie 
To dyen with a swerd or vnth a knji 
O dere doghter, onder of my 1\ f, 

Which I have fostred up with swich 
plesaunce, 

That thou were ne\ er out of my remem- 
braunce ’ 220 

O doghter, which that ait my laste wo. 
And in my lyf my laste jove also, 

O gemme of chastitee, in pacience 
Take thou thy deeth, for this is m-y sen- 
tence 

For love and nat for hate, thou most be 
deed , 22!^ 

My pitous hand mot smyten of thyn heed 
Allas * that e\er Apius thee say ’ 

Thus hath ho falsly juged thee to-da> ’ — 
And tolde hir al the cas, as ye bitore 229 
Han herd , n it nedeth for to telle it more 
‘ O mercy, dere fader,’ quod thismaydc, 
\nd with that word she both hir armes 
layde 

About his nekke, as she was wont to do 
The teres brostc out of hir eyen two, 

And seyde, ‘ godo fader, shal I dy e ^ 235 

Is ther no grace? is thei no lemedye 
‘ No, certes, dere doghter inyn,’ quod he 
‘Thanne yif me ley sei, fader myn,’ quod 
she, 

‘ My deeth for to compley no a litel spare , 
For pardee, Jepteyaf his doghter grace 240 
For to compleyne, er he hir slow, alias ’ 
And god it woot, no-thing was hir trespas, 
But for she ran hir fader first to see, 

To welcome him with greet solempnitec ’ 
And witli that word she fil aswowne inon, 
And after, whan hir swownmg is agon, 246 

Here endeth the 


She ryseth up, and to hir fader sayde, 

‘ Blessed be god, that T shal dye a mayde 
Yif me my deeth, er that I have a shame , 
Doth with your child your wil, a goddes 
name ' ’ 250 

And with that word she preyed him ful 
ofte, 

That with his swerd he wolde smyte softe. 
And with that word aswowne doun she fil 
Hir fader, with ful sorweful herte and wil, 
Hir heed of smoot, and by the top it 
hente, 25^5 

And to the juge he gan it to presento. 

As he sat yet in doom in consistorie 
And whan the juge it saugh, as seith the 
stone. 

He bad to take him and anhange him 
faste 2«59 

But right anon a th ousand peple in thi aste. 
To save the knight, for routhe and for 
pitee. 

For knowen was the f ilse iniquitee 
The peple anon hath suspec t of this thing, 
By manere of the cherles chalanging. 
That it was by th’assent of Apius , 2(^5 

They wisten wel that he wns lecherous 
For which un to this Apius they gon, 

\nd caste him in a prison right anon, 

I Wher-as he slow Jiim-self , and Claudius, 

' That servant vas un-to this Apius, 270 
Was deme<l for to hange upon a tree , 
But that Virgmius, of his pitee, 

I So preyde for him that he was exylod , 
And elles, certos, lie had been bigyled 
The remenant were anh inged, more an<l 
lesse, 275 

That were conseiitaiit of this cuiscd- 
nesse — ■ 

Heor men may seen how sinne hath his 
meryte * 

Beth war, tor no man woot whom god 
wol smy te 

In no degice, ne in which manei wyse 
The worm of conscience may agiy&e 280 
Of wikked lyf, though it so piivce be. 
That no man woot ther-of but god and he. 
For be ho lewed man, or elles lored, 
Henoot howsone that he shal been afored. 
Therfore I rede yow this conseil take, 285 
Forsaketh sinne, er smne yow forsake 

Phisiciens Tale. 
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WORDS OF THE HOST. 

The wordes of the Host to the Phisicien and the Pardoner 


Olk Hoste gfiii to swere as he were 
wood, 

‘Harrow ’ ’ quod he, ‘ hy naylos and by 
blood ’ 

This was a fals cheil and a fals justyse ’ 
As shamful deeth as horte may devyse 290 
( ome to thisc jug( s and hir advocats ’ 
Algato this soly m lyde is slayn, alias ’ 
Allas ’ to dore boghte she beautee * 
Wherforo I seye al day, as men may see, 
That yiftes of fortune or of natuie 295 
Bon cause of deoth to many a creature (10) 
Hii beautee was hir dec th, I dar wel sayn , 
Allas ’ so pitously as she was slayn ’ 

Of bothe yiftes that I speke of now 
Men han ful ofte more harm than prow 
But trew el> , myn owene mayster dero, 301 
This IS a pxtous tale for to hero 
But nathelcs, passe over, is no fors , 

1 pioy to god, so save thy goiitil cors, 304 
And eek thyiio urinals and thy jordanes, 
Thyn Ypocias, and eek thy Galianes, (20) 
And every boist ful of thy lotuaiio , 

God blesso hem, and our lady seinte 
Mane ’ 

So mot 1 thoen, thou art a propre man, 
And lyk a pielat, by seint Kenyan ’ 310 


Seydo I nat wel? I can nat speke in 
terme , 

But wel I woot, thou doost my herte to 
erme. 

That I almost have caught a cardiacle 
By corpus bones ’ but I have triacle, 3 14 
Oi ellos a draught of moyste and corny ale, 
Or but I here anon a mery tale, (30) 
Myn herte is lost for pitee of this mayde 
Thou bel amy , thou Pardoner,’ he seyde, 

‘ Tel us som mirthe or japes right anon ’ 
‘It shall be doon,’ quod he, ‘by seint 
Konyon ’ 320 

But first, ’ quod he, ‘ heer at this ale- 
stake 

I wol both drinke, and eten of a cake ’ 
But right anon thise gentils gonne to 
crye, 

‘ Nay ’ lat him telle us of no ribaudye , 
Tel us som moral thing, that we may 
lore 325 

Som wit, and thanne "vvol we gladly 
here ’ (40) 

‘I griunte, y-wis, quod he, ‘but I mot 
thinke 

Up-on som honest thing, whjl that I 
drinke ’ 
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THE PROLOGUE OF THE 
PARDONERS TALE. 


Here folweth the Prologe of the Pardoners Tale 

Radix rnalorum est Ciipiditas Ad Thimotheum, sex 0 


^LoRDi^a*^,’ quod he, ‘ in chirches whan I 
preche, 

I peyne me to han an hauteyn speche, 3 ,0 
<lnd nnge it out as round as gooth a belle, 
For I can al by rote that I telle 
My theme is alwey oon, and ever was — 

“ Radix malorurn est Cupuhtas ” 

First I pronounce wliennes that I come, 
And than my bulles shewe I, alle and 
somme 336 

Our lige lordes seel on my patente. 

That shewe I first, my body to warente, ( 10) 
That no man be so bold, ne preest ne clerk. 
Me to destourbo of Cristes holy werk , 340 
And after that than telle I forth my tales, 
Bulles of popes and of cardinal es, 

Of patriarkes, and bishoppcs I shewe , 
And m Latyn I speke a wordes fewe. 

To saffron with my predicacioiin, 345 

And for to stire men to devocioun (18) 

Than shewe I forth mylonge cristal stones, 
Y-crammed ful of cloutes and of bones , 
Beliks been they, as wenen they echoon 
Than have I in latoun a sholder-boon 350 
Which that was of an holy Jewcs sliepe 
** Good men,” seye I, “ tak of my wordes 
kepe , 

If that this boon be wasshe in any welle, 
If cow, or calf, or sheep, or oxe swelle 
That any worm hath ete, or worm y- 
stonge, 333 

Tak water of that welle, and wash his 
tonge, 

And it 18 hool anon , and forthermore, 

Of pokkesand of scabbe, and every sore (30) 


Shal every sheep be hool, that of this welle 
Drinketh a draughte , tak kepo eek what 
I telle 3^10 

If that the good-man , that the bcstes owet h, 
Wol every wike, cr that the cok him 
croweth, 

Fastinge, drinken of this welle a draughte. 
As thilke holy Jewe our eldres taughte, 
His bestos and his stoor shal multiply e 3^5 
And, sirs, also it helcth jalousye , 

For, though a man bo falle in jalous lago, 
Let makeii with this water his x>otage, (40) 
And never shal he more his wyf mistristo, 
Though he the sooth of hir defaute wiste , 
Al had she taken preestes two or three 371 
Heer is a miteyn eek, that ye may see 
He that his hond wol putte in this rnitejm, 
He shal have multiplying of his greyn, 
Whan he hath sowen, be it whete or otes. 
So that he offre pens, or elles grotcs 376 
Good men and wommen, o thing warne 
I yow. 

If any wight be in this chirche now, (50) 
That hath doon sinno horrible, that lie 
Dar nat, for shame, of it y-shriven be, 380 
Or any womman, be she yong or old, 
That hath y-maad hir housbond cokewold, 
Swich folk shul have no power ne no grace 
To offren to my reliks in this place 
And who-so findeth him out of swich 
blame, 385 

He wol com up and offre in goddes name, 
And I assoille him by the auctoritee 
Which that by bulle y-graunted was to 
me ” (60) 
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By this gaude have I wonne, yeer by 
yeer, 

An hundred mark sith I was Pardoner 
I stonde lyk a clerk in my pulpet, 391 

And whan the lewed peple is doun y-set, 

I preche, so as ye han herd hitore, 

And telle an hundied false japes more 
Than peyne I me to strecche forth the 
nekke, 39S 

And est and west upon the peple I bckke, 
As doth a dowve sitting on a herne (69) 
Myn hondes and my tonge goon so yerne, 
Til it it IS joye to see my bisinesse 
Of a\aryce and of swich cursednesse 400 
Is al my preclnng, for to make hem free 
To j eve her pens, and namely un-to me 
For my entente is nat but for to winne, 
And no-tlnng for correccioun of sinno 404 
I lekko never, whan that they ben beried, 
Though that her soules goon a-blake- 
beiied ' 

For certes, many a predicacioun 
Comth ofte tyme ot yvel entencioun , (80) 
Som tor plesaunce of folk and flaterye, 

To been avaunced by ipocrisye, 410 

And som fox veyneglorie, and som for hate 
For, whan I dar non other weyes debate. 
Than wol I stmge him with my tonge 
smerte 

In pieching, so that he shal nat asteite 
To been defamed f ilsly, if that ho 41*) 
Hath trespased to my brethren or to me 
For, though I telle noght Ins propro name, 
Men shal wel knowethat it is the same (90) 
By signes and by othero circumstances 
Thus quyto I tolk that doon us dis- 
plesances , 420 

Thus spitto I out my venim under hewe 
Of holynesse, to seme holy and trewo 
But shortly myn entente I wol devyse , 
I preche of no-tlnng but for coveityse 
Thorfor my theme is yet, and e\ei was — 


“ Radix malorum est cupiditas ” 426 

Thus can I preche agayn that same vyce 
Which that I use, and that is avaryce (100) 
But, though my-self be gilty m that sinne, 
Yet can I maken other folk to twinne 430 
From avaryce, and sore to repente 
But that 13 nat my principal entente 
I preche no-thmg but for coveityse , 

Of this matere it oughte y-nogh sutfyse 
Than telle I hem ensamples many oon 
Of olde stories, longo tyme agoon 436 
For lowed peple loven tales olde , 

Swich thinges can they wel reporto and 
holde (i^o) 

What? trowe ye, the whyles I may preche. 
And winne gold and silver for I teche, 440 
That I wol live in povert wilfully ? 

Nay, nay, I thoghte it never trewely ’ 

For I wol i)recho and bogge in sondry 
londes , 

I wol not do no labour with myn hondes, 
Nc make basket tes, and live therb>, 445 
Because I wol nat boggen ydelly 
I wol non of the apostles counterfete , 

I wol have money, wolle, chese, and whete, 
Al were it yeven of the povrest page, (121) 
Or ot the povrest widwe in a village, 4^0 
Al sholde hir children sterve for famyne. 
Nay ’ I wol drinke hcour of the vyne, 
And have a joly wenche in every toun 
But herknoth, lording^, in conclusioun , 
Your lyking is that I shal telle a tale 45^ 
Now, have I dronke a draughte of corny 
ale. 

By god, I hope I shal yow telle a thing 
That shal, by resoun, been nt y our lyking 
For, though myself bo a tul vicious 
man, 

A moral tale yet I yow telle can, (132) 460 
Which I am w ont to preche, for to winne 
Now holde your pees, my tale I wol 
beginno ’ 
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THE PARDONERS TALE 

Here biginneth the Pardoners Tale 


In Flaundres whylom was 1 companye 
Of yonge folk, that haunteden folyo, 

As ryot, hasard, stewes, and tavernes, 46c; 
Wher-as, with harpes, lutes, and gitcrnes. 
They daunce and pleye at dees hothe day 
and night, (139) 

And ete also and drinken over hir might, 
Thurgh which they doon the do\ el sacri- 
fyse 

With m that develes temple, in cursed 
wyse, 470 

By superfluitee abhominable , 

Hir othes been so grete and so dampnable, 
That it IS gnsly for to here hem swere , 
Our blissed loides body they to tere , 

Hem thoughte Jewos rente him noght 
y-nough , 475 

And ech of hem at otheres sinne lough 
And right anon than romcn tombesteres 
Fetys and smale, and yonge fruytes- 
teres, (i«5o) 

Singers with harpes, baudes, wofereres, 
Whiche been the verray develes officeres 
To kindle and bio wo the fyr of lechei^e. 
That IS annexed un-to glotoiiye , 482 ! 

The holy writ take I to my witnesse, j 
That luxurie is in wyn and dronkenesse I 
Lo, how that dronken Loth, unkindcly, ' 
Lay by his doghtres two, unwitingly , 486 
So dronke he was, he niste what he 
wroghte (isq; 

Herodes, (who-so wel the stories soghtc). 
Whan he of wyn was replet at his feste. 
Right at his owene table he yaf his hesto 
To sleen the Baptist John ful gilteloes 491 
Senek seith eek a good word doutelees , 
He seith, he can no difference linde 
Bitwix a man that is out of his minde 


And a man which that is dronkelewe, 495 
But that woodnessc, y-lallen in a shrewe, 
Persevereth longer tlian doth dionkenesse 
O glotonye, ful of cursednesse, (170) 

O cause first of our confiisiouii, 

O original of our dampnac 101111, yxi 

Til Crist had boght us with his blood 
agayn ’ 

Lo, how dere, shortly for to sayn, 

Aboght was thillve cursed vileinyo , 
Corrupt was al this world for glotonye ’ 
Adam our fader, and his wyl also, 505 
Fro Paradys to labour and to wo 
Were driven for that vyce, it is no drede , 
For whyl that Adam fasted, as I rede, (180] 
He was in Paradys, and whan that ho 
Eet of the fruyt defended on the tree, 510 
Anon he was out-cast to wo and peyne 
O glotonye, on thee wel oghte us ployne ’ 
O, wisto a man liow many maladycs 
Folwen of exces&e and of glotonyes. 

He wolde been the more mesurablo 515 
Of his diete, sittingo at his table 
Allas ’ the shorte throte, the tendre 
mouth, 

Makcth that, Est and West, and North 
and South, 

Tn erthe, in eir, in water men to-swinko 
To gete a glotoun deyntee mete and 
drinke ' '520 

Of this matere, o Paul, wcl caiistow trete, 

‘ Mete un-to wombe, and wombe eck un to 
mete, 

Shal god destroyen bothe,’ as Paulus seith 
Allas ’ a foul thing is it, by my feith, 524 
To seye this word, and fouler is the dede. 
Whan man so drinkcth of the whyte and 
rede, 
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That of his throte he maketh his privee, 
Thurgh thilke cursed superfluitee (atxi) 
The apostel wepmg scith ful pitously, 

‘ Ther w ilkeii many of whiche yow told 
have I, 530 

I seyo it now wepmg with pitous voys, 
[That] they heen cnemys of Ciistes croyq, 
Of whiche the ende is deeth, womhe is 
her god ’ 

O wombo ' 0 hely ' 0 stinking cod, 

Fulfild of donge and of cormpcioun ♦ 55 tj 
At either endo of thee foul is the sotin 
How greet 1 ibour and cost is thee to 
findo’ 

Tliise cokes, how the^ stampe, and streyne, 
and giinde, (210) 

And turnen substaunce in-to accident, 

To fulfillo al thy likerous talent • 540 

Out of the haide bones knokke they 
The inary, for the\ caste noght a-wey 
That may go thurgh the g^det softe and 
swote , 

Of spioerye, of leef, and bark, and rote 
Shal bteii his sauce \-m ikeil by del5di, 54'; 
To make him yet a newer apjietyt 
But certes, he th it haunttth swicli delyces 
Is deed, whyl that lie liveth in tho vyces 
A lecherous thing is wjrn, and dronko- 
nesse (221) ‘>40 

Is ful of stryving and of wiecchednesse 
O dronko man, disfigured is thy face, 
Sour IS thy bif eth, foul ai tow to embrace. 
And thurgh thj droiilvo nose semeth the 
soun 

As though thou sejdest aj ‘Sampsoun, 
Sampsoun , 

And yet, god wot, Sampsoun drank never 
no-wyn 

Thou tallest, as it were a stiked swyn , 
Th> tonge is lost, and al thyn honest cure , 
Foi dronkenesse is verray sepulture (2^0) 
Of mannes wit and his discrecioun cfso 
In whom that drinke hath dominacioun, 
He can no conseil kepo, it is no drede 
Now kepe yow fro the whyte and fro the 
rede, 

And namely fro the whyte wyn of Lepe, 
That IS to selle in Fish-strete or in Chepe 
This wyn of Spayne crepeth subtilly 565 
In othere wynes, growing faste by. 

Of which ther ryseth swich fumositee, 


That whan a man hath dronken draughtes 
throe, (240) 

And weneth that he be at boom in 
Chepe, 

He is in Spayne, right at the tonne of 
Lepe, C570 

Nat at tho Rochel, ne at Burdeux toun , 
And thanne wol he seye, ‘ Sampsoun, 
Sampsoun ’ 

But herkneth, lordmgs, o word, I yow 
lireye, 

That alle the sovereyn actes, dar I seye. 
Of victories in th’olde testament, t;;"; 

Thurgh verray god, that is omnipotent, 
Were doon in abstinence and in preyere , 
Loketh the Bible, and ther ye may it 
lere (250) 

Lokc, Attila, the giet>e conquerour, 
Dcyde in his sleep, with shame and dis 
honour, t;8o 

Bledinge ay at his nose m dronkenesse , 
A caiutayn shouldo live in sobrenesse 
And over al this, avyseth yow right wel 
What was comaun ded un-to Lamuel — 
Nat Samuel, but Lamuel, seye I — 58^ 

Redeth the Bible, and finde it expresly 
Of wyn-ycving to hem tliat han justyse 
Na-more of this, for it ma> wol suffyse (260 
And now that I have spoke of glotonye 
Now wol I yow defenden hasardrye 591 

Hasard is verray nioder of lesinges 
And of deceite, and cursed foiswermges, 
Blaspheme of Crist, manslaughtre, anc 
wast also 

Of catel and of tyme , and forthermo. 

It is lepreve and contrarie of honour 591 
For to ben holde a commune hasardour 
\iid ever the hypr ho is of estaat, 

The more is he holden desolaat (270 

It that a prince useth hasaidrje, 

In alle goi ernaunce and policye 6cx 

Ho IS, as by commune opinioun, 

Y-holde the lasso m leputacioun 
Stilbon, that was a wys ombassadour, 
Was sent to Cormtho, in ful greet honour 
Fro Lacidomie, to make Inr alliaunce, 60 
And whan ho cam, him happede, pa 
chaunce. 

That alle the grettest that were of thai 
lond, 

Pleyinge atte hasard he hem fond (280 
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For which, as sone as it inighte ho, 61)9 
He stal him hoom ogayn to his contreo, 
And seyde, ‘ ther wol I nat lese my name , 
N’ I wol nat take on me so greet defame, 
Yow for to allye un-to none hasardours 
Sendeth othere wyse embassadours , 614 

For, by my trouthe, me were lever d3’^p, 
Tlian I yow sholde to hasardours allje 
For ye that been so glorious in honours 
Shul nat allyen yow with hasardours (290) 
As by my wil, ne as by my tretee ’ 

This wyse philosophre thus seyde he 620 
Loke eek that, to the king Demetrius 
The king of Parthes, as the book seith us, 
Sente him a paire of dees of gold in scorn, 
For he hadde used hasard ther-biforn , 
For which he heeld his glorie or his 
renoun 625 

At no value or reputaciouii 
Lordes may finden other maner piey 
Honest e y-nough to dryve the day awey 
Now wol I spoke of othes false and 
grete (^01) 

A word or two, as olde bokes trete 630 
Gret swering is a thing abhominable. 
And false swering is yet more reprevable 
The heighe god torbad swering at al, 
Witnesse on Mathew , but in special 
Of swering seith the holy Jeremye, 6 ^^; 
‘Thou shalt seye sooth thyn othes, and 
nat lye, 

And swere in dome, and eek in rightwis- 
nesse , ’ 

But ydel swenng is a cursednesse (^10) 
Bihold and see, that in the firste table 
Of heighe goddes hestes honurable, 640 
How that the seconde hesteof him is this — 
‘ Tak nat my name m ydel or amis * 

Lo, rather he forbedeth swich swering 
Than homicyde or many a cursed thing , 
I seye that, as by ordre, thus it stondeth , 
This knowen, that his hestes under- 
stondeth, 646 

How that the second heste of god is 
that 

And forther over, I wol thee telle al plat, 
That vengeance shal nat parten from his 
hous, (321) 

That of his othes is to outrageous 650 
‘By goddes precious herte, and by his 
nayles, 


And by the blode of Crist, that it is m 
Hayles, 

Seven is my chaunce, and thyn is cink 
and trej’^e , 

B y goddes armos, if thou falsly pleye, 
This dagger shal thurgh-out thyn herte 
go 6s 

This fruyt cometh of the bicched bones two, 
Forswcring, irc , talsnosse, homicyde (329) 
Now, for the love of Crist that for us dyde, 
Loveth your othes, bothe grete and smale , 
But, sirs, now wol I telle foith my tale 660 

Thisf ryotoures three, of whiche I telle, 
Longe erst er pryme rong of any belle, 
Were set hem in a taveme for to drinke , 
And as they satte, they herde a belle clinko 
Bitom a cors, was caned to his gra\e , 
That oon of hem gan callen to his kna\ e, 

‘ Go bet,’ quod he, ‘ and axe redily, (339) 
What cors is this that passeth heer forb3 , 
And look that thou reporto his name wcl ’ 
‘ Sir,’ quod tins boy, ‘ it nedeth nover- 
a-del 670 

It was me told, er ye cam heer, two houres , 
He was, pardee, an old tolawe of youres , 
And sodoynly he was y-slayn to night, 
For-dronke, as he sat on his bench up- 
right , 

Tlier cam a privee theef, men clepeth 
Deeth, 675 

Tliat in this contreo al the peple sleeth. 
And with his spore he smoot his herte 
a-two, (349) 

And wente his wey with-outen wordes mo 
He hath a thousand slayn this jiestilenco 
And, maister, er ye come in his presence, 
Mo thinketh that it were necessarie 681 
For to be war of swich an adversarie 
Beth redy for to mete him evermore 
Thus taughte me my dame, I sey na-more ’ 
‘ By seinte Mane,’ seyde this taverner, 685 
‘ The child seith sooth, for he hath slayn 
this yeer, 

Henne over a myle, with-in a greet village, 
Both man and womman, child and hyne, 
and page (360) 

I trowe his habitacioun be there , 

To been avysed greet wisdom it were, 690 
Er that he dide a man a dishonour ’ 

‘ Ye, goddes armes,* quod this ryotour, 
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* Is it swicli peril with him. for to mete ? 

I shal him seke by wey and eek by strete, 

I make avow to goddes digne bones ’ 69«> 
Herkneth, felawes, we three been al ones , 
Lat ech of ns holde np his bond til other, 
And ech of ns bicomen otheres brother, (^70) 
And we wol sloen this false tray tour Deetli , 
He shal be slayn, which that so many 

sleeth, 700 

By goddes dignitee, er it be night * 
Togidres han thise three her tronthes 
plight, 

To live and dyen ech of hem for other. 

As though he were his owene y boren 
brotlier 

And np they sterte al dronken, in this 
rage, 7o'> 

And forth they goon towardes that village. 
Of which the taverner had spoke biforn. 
And many a grisl}’’ 00th than han they 
sworn, (380) 

And Cristes blessed body they to-rente — 

* Deeth shal be deed, if that they may him 

hente ’ 710 

Whan they han goon nnt fully halt a 
myle, 

Right as they v\oldo han troden over a 
style, 

An old man and a povre with hem mette 
This olde man ful mekely hem grette. 
And sejdo thus, ‘now, lordes, god >ow 
see’’ 715 

The proudest of thise ryotoures three 
Answerde aga3nn, ‘ what ? carl, with sory 
grace, (389) 

Why artow al forwrapped save thy face ? 
Wliy livestow so longo in so greet age ? ’ 
This olde man gan loke in his visage, 720 
And seyde thus, ‘ for I ne can nat find© 

A man, though that I walked in-to Inde, 
Neither in citee nor in no village, 

Tliat wolde chaunge his youtlie for myn 
age , 

And therfore moot I han myn age stillo, 
As longe time as it is goddes wille 726 
Ne deeth, alias ’ ne wol nat han my lyf , 
Thus walk© I, lyk a restelees caityf, (400) 
And on the giound, which is my modres 
gate, 

Iknokke with my staf, bothe erly and late, 
And seye, “leve moder, leet me in ’ 731 


Lo, how I vanish, flesh, and blood, and 
skm ’ 

Allas ’ whan shul my bones been at reste ? 
Moder, with yow wolde I chaunge my 
cheste, 734 

That in my cliambre longe tyme hath be, 
Ye ’ for an hej re clout to wrappe mo ’ ” 
But yet to me she wol nat do that grace. 
For which ful pale and welked is my face 
But, sirs, to yow it is no curteisye (41 1) 
To speken to an old man vileinye, 740 

But he trespass© in worde, or elles m dede 
In holy writ ye may your-self wel rede, 

“ Agayns an old man, hoor upon his heed. 
Ye sholde aryse,” wherfor I yeve yow 
reed, 

Ne dootli nn-to an old man noon harm 
now, 743 

Na more than ve wolde men dide to yow 
In age, if that ye so longe abyde , 

And god be with yow, wher ve go or ryde 
I moot go tinder as I have to go ’ (421) 

Nay, olde cherl, by god, thou shalt nat 
so,’ 750 

Seyde this other hasardour anon , 

‘ Thou partest nat so lightly, by seint John ’ 
Thou spak right now ot thilke traitour 
Deeth, 

That in this centre© alle our frendes 
sleeth 

Have heer my trouthe, as thou art his 
aspye, 735 

Tel wher he is, or thou shalt it abye. 

By god, and by the holy sacrament * 

For soothly thou aid oon of his assent, (430) 
To sleen us yonge folk, thou false theet ’ * 

‘ Now, sirs,’ quod he, ‘ if that j^ow be so 
loef 760 

To finde Deeth, turn© up this croked 
wey. 

For in that grove I lafte him, by my fey, 
Under a tree, and ther he wol abj tie , 

Nat for your boost he wol him no thmg 
hyde 

See ye that ook ? right ther ye shul him 
finde 765 

God save yow, that boght© agayn man^ 
kinde, 

And yow amende ’ ’ — ^thus seyde this olde 
man 

And everich of this© ryotoures ran, (440) 
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Til he cam to that tree, and tlier they 
fonnde 

Of florins fyne of golde y-coyned ronndo 
Wei ny an eighte bnsshels, as hem 
thoughte 771 

Nolenger thanne after Deeth they songhto, 
But ech of hem so glad was of that sightc, 
For that the florins been so faire and 
brighte, 

That donn they sette hem by this precious 
hord 77^ 

Theworste of hem he spake the firste word 
‘ Brethren,’ quod he, ‘ tak kepe wliat I 
seye , 

My wit IS greet, though that I bourdc and 
pleye (4 so) 

This tresor hath fortune un-to us yiven, 
In mirthe and lolitee our lyf to liven, 7S0 
And lightly as it comth, so wol we spendc 
Ev ’ goddes precious dignitee ’ who wende 
To-day, that we sholde han so tair a grace ’ 
But mighte this gold be caned Iro this 
place 784 

Hoorn to myn hous, or elles un-to youres— 
For wel ye woot that al this gold is oures — 
Than were we in heigh telicitoe 
But trewely, by dayc it may nat bo , (460) 
Hen wolde seyn that we were thevcs 
stronge, 789 

And for our owene tresor doon us honge 
This tresor mostc y-caried be by nighte 
As wysly and as slyly as it mighto 
Wherfore I rede that cut among us alle 
Be drawe, and lat see whcr the cut wol 
falle , 

And he that hath the cut with herto blythe 
Shal renne to the toune, and that tul 
swythc, 7g6 

And bringe us breed and wyn ful jirively 
And two of us shul kopen subtilly (470) 

This tresor wel , and, if ho wol nat tario. 
Whan it is night, we wol this tresor 
cane 800 

By oon assent, wher-as us thinketh best ’ 
Ontiat oon of hem the cut broughte in his 
fest, 

And bad hem drawe, and loke wher it wol 
falle , 

And it fll on the yongeste of hem alle , 
And forth toward the toun he wente anon 
Ajtid al-so sone as that he was gon, 806 


That oon of hem spak thus un-to thab 
other, 

‘ Thou knowest wel thou art my sworne 
brother, (480) 

Thy profit wol I toUe thee anon 
Thou woost wel that our felawe is agon , 
And heer is gold, and that ful greit 
plentoo, 81 1 

That shal departed been among us three 
But natheles, if T can shape it so 
That it departed wore among us twq^ 
Hadde I nat doon a freondes tom to thee’’ 
That othei answeido, ‘ I noot how tli it 
may be , 

He woot how that the gold is with us 
tweye, 

What shal wr doon, what shal we to him 
seye ’ ’ (49^>) 

‘Shal it be conseil?’ siyde the firste 
shrewe, 

‘ And 1 shal ttllcn thee, in wordes fewe. 
What we shal doon, and bringo it wel 
aboute ’ 8 -ji 

‘ I graunte,’ quod that other, ‘ out ot 

doute, 

That, by my trouthe, I wol thee nat bi- 
wroye ’ 

‘ Now,’ quod the firste, ‘ thou woost wel 
we be tweye, 824 

And two of us shul stronger be than oon 
Look whan that he is set, and right anoon 
Arys, as though thou woldcst with hjm 
pleye , 

And I shal ryve him thurgh the sycles 
tweye (5^^>) 

Whyl that thou strogelest with him as in 
game. 

And with thy dagger look thou do the 
same , 830 

And than shal al this gold departed be, 
My doro freend, bitwixen me and thee , 
Than may we bothe our lustes al fulfille. 
And pleye at dees light at our owene 
wille ’ 

And thus acorded been thise shrewos 
tweye 83-5 

To sloon the thridde, as ye han heid me 
seye 

This yongest, wluch that wente un-to 
the toun, 

Ful ofte in herte he rolleth up and doun 
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The beauteo of thise florins newe and 
brighte (51 1) 

* O lord ’ ’ quod lie, ‘ if so were that I 
mighte 840 

Have al this tresor to my self allono, 

Ther is no man that liveth under the trone 
Of god, that sholde live so mery as I ’ ’ 
And atte la&te the feend, our enemy, 
Putte in Ins thought that he shold poyson 
boyc, 84 

With wliith he mightc sleen his felawes 
twcyo , 

For-why the feend fond him in swieh 
lyvmge, (S19) 

That he had love him to sorwe bnngo, 
For this was outrely his fullo entente 
To sleen hem bothe, and never to repente 
And forth he gootli, no lenger wolde he 
tario, 851 

Into the toun, uii-to a potliec arie, 

And pitj^ed him that ho him wolde 
scllo 

Som poj^son, that ho mighto his rattes 
qu( lie , 

And eek thci was a pole it in his hawe, 
That, as he sejale, his caxiouns haddo 
y-slawo, 8s6 

And fayn ho wolde wroko him, if he 
mighte, 

On vermin, that destroyed him by nigh to 
Tho xiothec ario answerde, ‘ and thou 
shalt have (S31) 

A thmg that, al so god my soule save, 860 
In al tins world thci ms no creature. 
That eto or dronke hath of this confitui e 
Noght but tho mountanco of i corn of 
wheto. 

That he ne shal his lyf anon forlote , 

Ye, stervo ho shal, and that in lasse whjle 
Than thou wolt goon a paas nat but a 
myle , 866 

This poj^son 13 so strong and violent ’ 

This cursed man hath in his liond 
y-hont (‘>40) 

This poyson in a box, and sith ho ran 
In-to tho nexto strete, un-to a man, 870 
And borwed [of] him largo hotels three , 
And in the two his poyson poured he , 
The thridde he kepte cleno for his drinke 
For al the night he shoop him for to 
swinko 874 


In caryinge of the gold out of that place 
And whan this ryotour, with sory grace, 
Had filled with w^yn his grete hotels three, 
To his felawes agayn repair eth he (<^50) 

What nedeth it to sermone of it more ? 
For right as they had cast his deeth bifore. 
Right so they han him slayn, and that 
anon 88 1 

And whan that this was doon, thus spak 
that oon, 

‘ Now lat us sitte and drinke, and make 
us merie, 

And afterw ird wc wol his body bene ’ 
And with that word it happed him, par 
cas, 885 

To take tho hotel ther the poyson was, 
And drank, ana yaf his felawe drinke also, 
For which anon they storven bothe two 
But, certes, I suppose that Avicen (561) 
Wroot never in no canon, in no fen. 
Mo wonder sigiies of empoisoning 891 
Than haddo thiso wrecchos two, er hir 
ending 

Thus ended been thiso homicydos two, 
And eek the false empoysoner also 

O cursed sinne, ful of cursednesse ’ 895 
O traytours homicyde, o wikkednesse ’ 

O glotonye, luxur^e, and hasardrye ’ (569' 
Thou blasphemour of Crist with vilomye 
And othes grete, of usage and of pryde ' 
Allas ’ mankindo, how may it bityde, 900 
That to thy creatour which that thee 

WTOghtC, 

And with his precious herte-blood thee 
boghte, 

Thou art so fals aud so unkmde, alias * 
Now, goodo men, god forge\e ^ow your 
trespas, 904 

And ware yow fi o the sinne of a\ arj ce 
Myn holy pardoun may yow a lie waryce, 
So that ye offre nobles or stoi hnges, 

Or elles silver broclies, spones, ringes (s8o) 
Boweth youi heed under this holy bulle > 
Cometh up, ye wyves, offreth of your 
wolle ’ 910 

Your name I entre beer in my rolle anon , 
In-to the blisse of hevene shul ye gon , 

T yow assoile, by myn hoigh power, 

Yow that wol oflre, as dene and eek as 
deer 
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As ye were born , and, lo, sirs, thus I 
preche 915 

And Jesu Crist, that is our soules leclie. 

So graunte yow his pardon to receyve , 

For that is best , I wol yow nat decey ve 
But sirs, o word forgat I in my tale, ('591) 

I have rehkes and pardon in my male, 920 
As fane as any man in Engelond, 

AVhiche were me yeven by the popes hond 
If any of yow wol, of devocioun, 

Offren, and han mjm absolucioun, 

Cometh forth anon, and kneleth hoer 
adonn, 925 

And mekely reccyveth my pardoun I 

Or elles, taketh pardon as ye wende, (<>99) 
A1 newe and fiesh, at every tonnes ende. 
So that ye offren alwey newe and newe 
Nobles and pens, which that be gode and 
trewe ^ 930 

It is an honour to everich that is heer. 
That ve mowe ha\ e a suffisant pardoneer 
T assoiUe yow, in contree as ye ryde. 

For aventures whicli that may bityde 
Pera venture ther may falle oon or two 
Doun of his hors, and breke his nekko 
atwo 

Look which a seuretee is it to yow alle 
That I am in your felaweship y-falle, (610) 
That may assoille yow, bothe more and 
lasse, 

Whan that the soule shal fro the body 
passe 940 

I rede that our hoste heer shal bigmne. 

For he is most envoluped in sinne 
Com forth, sir hoste, and offre first anon. 
And thou shalt kisse the reliks everichon, 

Here is ended the 


Ye, for a grote ’ unbokel anon thy purs * 
Nay, na>,’ quod he, ‘than have I 
Cristes curs ’ 946 

Lat be,* quod he, ‘it shal nat be, so 
thee’ch ’ 

Thou woldest make mo kisse thyn. old 
breech, (620) 

And swere it were a relik of a seint, 
Thogh it were with thy fnndement de- 
peint ’ 9^0 

But by the croys which that seint Eleyne 
fond, 

I wolde I hadde thy coillons in myn hond 
In stede of relikes or of sointuarie , 

Lat cutto hem of, I wol thee helpe hem 
cane , 

They shul bo shryned in an hogges tord * 
This pardoner answerde nat a woi d , 956 
So wrooth he was, no word ne wolde ho 
Boye 

‘ Now,’ quod our host, ‘ I wol no longer 
pleye (630) 

With thee, ne with noon other angry man ’ 
But right anon the worthy Knight bigan. 
Whan that ho saugh that al the peple 
lough, 961 

‘ Na-more of this, for it is right y-nough , 
Sir Pardoner, be glad and mery of chere , 
And ye, sir host, that been to me so dore, 
I prey yow that ye kisse the Pardoner 965 
And Pardoner, I prey thee, drawe thee 
neer. 

And, as we diden, lat us langhe and 
pleye ’ (639) 

Anon they kiste, and riden forth hir 
we>e [T 12902 

Pardoners Tale 


{For T 12903, see p 492) 
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GEOUP D 

THE WIFE OF BATH’S PROLOGUE. 

The Prologe of the Wyves Tale of Bathe 


‘ Expfriencf, though noon auctoriteo 
Were in this world, were right y-nough 
to me 

To speke of wo that is in manage , 

Foi , lordmges, sith I twelf veer was of ago, 
Thonked be god that is etorne on lyve, 
Housbondes at chirche-dore I have had 
fyve, 

For I so ofto have y -wedded be , 

And alle were worthy men in hir degree 
But me was told certeyn, nat longe agon is, 
That sith that Crist ne wento never but 
onis 10 

To wedding in the Cane of Galilee, 

That by the same ensample taughte he mo 
That I ne sholde wedded be but ones 
Herko eek, lo * which a sharp word for 
the nones 

Besyde a wolle Jesus, god and man, I*) 
Spak in repreve of the Samaiitan 
“ Thou hast y had fyve housbondes,” quod 
ho, 

“And thilko man, the which that hath 
now thee. 

Is noght thyn housbond , ” thus seyde he 
certeyn , 

What that he mente ther-bj, I can nat 
seyn , 20 

But that I axe, why that the fifthe man 
Was noon housbond to the Samaritan? 
How manye mighte she have in manage^ 
Yet herde I never tellen in myn age 
Upon this nombre diffimcioun , 25 

Men may devyne and glosen up and doun 
But wel I woot expres, with-oute lye, 

God bad us for to wexo and multiplye , 
That gentil text can I wel understonde 
Eek wel I woot ho seyde, mj n housbonde 


Sholde lete fader and moder, and take 
mo, 31 

But of no nombre mencioun made lie. 

Of bigamye or of octogamj^e , 

Why sholde men speke of it vileinye ? 

Lo, hero the wyse king, dan Salomon , 35 
I trowe he hadde wyves mo than oon , 

As, wolde god, it loveful were to mo 
To bo refresshed half so ofte as ho ' 
Which yifte of god hadde he for alle hig 
wyvis ’ 

No man hath swicli, that in this world 
aly\ e is 40 

God woot, this noble king, as to mj- wit, 
The firsto night had many a mory fit 
With ech of hem, so wel was him on ly\e’ 
Blessed be god that I havo wedded fv\ e ' * 
Welcome the sixte, whan that e'ver ho 
shal 45 

For sothe, I wol nat kepe me chast in al , 
Whan myn housbond is fro the world 
y-gon, 

Som Cristen man shal wedde me anon , 
For thanne th’apostle seith, that I am 
free 

To wedde, a godd's half, wher it Ijkoth 
me k:o 

He seith that to be wedded is no sinne , 
Bet is to be wedded than to brinne 
What rekketh me, thogh folk seye vileinyo 
Of shrewed Lameth and his bigamye? 

* I/erc some MSS truert t/ie following genmne 
(but rejected) lines — 

Of which© I have y piked out the boste 
Bothe of hir nether purs and of hir oheste 
Diverse scoles maken parfit olerkes. 

Divers praktik, in many sondry weikes, 
Maketh the vverkman parfit sekirly 
Of fyve husbondes scolering am I 
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I woot wel Abraham was an holy man, 55 
And Jacob eek, as ferforth as I can , 

And ech of hem hadde wjwos mo than 
two , 

And many anothei holy man also 
AVhan saugh ye ever, in any maner age, 
That hye god defended manage 60 

By expres word ? I pray you, telleth me , 
Or wher comanded he virgmitee ? 

I woot as wel as yo, it is no dredo, 
Th’apostel, whan he speketh of mayden- 
hede, 

He seyde, that precoxit thcr-of hadde he 
noon bi? 

Men may conscille a womman to been oon, 
But conseilling is no comandement , 

He putte it in our owene jugement 
For hadde god comanded maydenhede, 
Thanne hadde he dampned wedding with 
the dede , 70 

And certes, if ther were no seed y-sowe, 
Virginitee, wher-of than sholde it growe? 
Poul dorste nat comanden atte leste 
A thing of which his maister yat noon 
heste 

The dart is set up for virgimtee , 7*) 

Cacche who so may, who renneth best lat 
see 

But this word is nat take of every wight, 
But ther as god list give it of his might 
I woot wel, that th’ apo&tel was a mayde , 
But natheless, thogh that he wroot and 
sayde, 80 

He wolde that every wight were swich as 
he, 

A 1 nis but conseil to virginitee , 

And for to been a wyf, he yaf me leve 
Of indulgence , so it is no rejireve 
To wedde me, if that my make dye, 85 
With-oute excepcioun of bigamj e 
A 1 were it good no womman for to touche. 
He monte as in his bod or in his couche , 
For peril is bothe :fyr and tow t’assemble , 
Ye Itnowe what this ensample may 
resemble 90 

This IS al and som, he heeld virginitee 
More parfit than wedding in freleteo 
Freeltee clepe I, but-if that he and she 
Wolde leden al hir lyf in chastitee 
I gfraunte it wel, I have noon envye, 95 
Thogh maydenhede preferre bigamye , 


Hem lyketh to be dene, body and goost. 
Of myn estaat T nil nat make no boost 
For wel yo knowe, a lord in his houshold. 
He hath nat every vessel al of gold , 100 

Somme bien of tree, and doon lur lord 
senyse 

God clepeth folk to him in sondry wyse. 
And everich hath of god a propre yifte, 
Som this, som that, — as him lyketh shifte 
Virginitee is greet perfeccioun, 105 

And continence eek with devocioun 
But Crist, that of perfeccioun is welle, 
Bad nat every wight he sholde go selle 
All that he hadde, and give it to the jiore, 
And in swich wyse folwe him and his 
fore no 

He spak to hem that wolde live parfitly , 
And lordmges, by your leve, that am nat I 
T wol bistowe the flour of al myn age 
In th’ actes and in fruit of manage 

Telle me also, to what conclusioun 115 
Were membres maad of generacioun, 

And for what profit was a wight 
y-wroght i* 

Trusteth light wel, they wer nat maad 
lor noght 

Close who-BO wole, and seyo bothe up and 
doim, 

That they were maked for purgacioun 120 
Of urine, and our bothe thinges smale 
Were ock to knowe a fcmele from a 
male, 

Ard for noon other cause sey ye no ? 
The experience woot wel it is noght so 
So that the clerkes be nat with mo 
wrothe, 12 ej 

I sey this, that they maked been for bothe. 
This IS to seye, for office, and for ese 
Of engendrure, ther we nat god displose 
Why sholde men elles in hir bokes sette. 
That man shal j^elde to his wyf hir 
dette^ 130 

Now wher-with sholde ho make his 
payement. 

If he ne used his sely instrument ? 

Than were they maad up-on a creature, 
To purge uryne, and eek for engendrure 
But I seye noght that every wight is 
holde, 135 

That hath swich hameya as I to yow 
tolde, 
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To goon and usen hem in engendrure , 
Than sholde men take of chastitee no 
cure 

Crist was a mayde, and shapen as a man, 
And many a seint, sith that the world 
higan, 140 

Yet lived they e\ er in parfit chastitee 
I ml envye no virgmitee , 

Lat hem he breed of pured whete-seed, 
And lat us wyves hoton barly-breed , 

And yet with barly-breed, Mark telle can. 
Our lord J esu refresshed many a man 146 
In swich estaat as god hath cleped us 
I wol persevere, I nam nat precious 
In wyfhode I wol use myn instrument 
As trely as my maker hath it sent 
If I be daungerous, god yevo me sorwe ' 
Myn housbond shal it have bothe eve and 
morwe. 

Whan that him list com forth and payo 
his dette 

An housbonde I wol have, I ml nat lette. 
Which shal be bothe my dettour and my 
thral, 

And have his tribiilacioun with-al 
I^p-on his flessh, whyl that I am his wyf 
I have the power duringe al my lyf 
Ui) on his piopie body, and noght he 
Right thus th’ ipostel tolde it un to me , 
And bad our liousbondcs tor to love us 
wool 161 

Al this sentence mo lyketh e\ ery-deol ’ — 
Ui stcito the Pai doner, and tint anon, 
‘Now dame’ quod he, ‘by god and by 
seint John 

Ye been a noble prcchour in this cas ’ i6s 
I was aboute to wetldo a wyf , alias ’ 
What sholde I bye it on my flesli so dere? 
Yet hadde I lever wedde no wyf to-yere ’’ 
‘ Abydo ’ ’ quod she, ‘ my tale is nat 
bigonne , i(>9 

Nay, thou shalt drinken of another tonne 
Er that I go, shal savouro wors than ale 
And whan that I have told thee forth 
my tale 

Of tribulacaoun m manage. 

Of which I am expert in al myn age, 
This to seyn, my-solf have been the 
whippe , — 1 7;; 

Than maystow chese whether thou wolt 
Sippe 


Of thilke tonne that I shal abroche. 

Be war of it, er thou to ny approche , 

For I shal teUe ensamples mo than ten 
Who-so that nil be war by othere men, 180 
By him shul othere men corrected be 
The same wordes wiyteth Ptholomee , 
Rede in his Almageste, and take it there * 
‘ Dame, I wolde praye yow, if your wil 
it were,’ 

Seyde this Pardoner, ‘ as ye bigan, 185 
Telle forth your tale, spareth for no man, 
And teche us yonge men of your praktike ’ 
‘Gladly,’ quod she, ‘sith it may yow 
lyke 

But yet I praye to al this companye. 

If that I speke after my fantasye, 190 

As taketh not a-grief of that I seye , 

For myn entente ms but for to pleye 
Now sires, now wol I telle forth my 
tale — 

As ever mote I drinken wyn or ale, 

I shal seye sooth, tho housbondes that 
I hadde, 195 

As three of hem wore gode and two were 
badde 

The throe men weie gode, and riche, and 
olde , 

Unnetho mighte they tho statut holde 
In which that they were bounden un to 
me, 199 

Ye woot wel what I meno of this, pardee ! 
As help mo god, I laughe whan 1 thmke 
How pitously a-night T made hem swiiiko , 
And by my fey, I tolde of it no stoor 
They had mo yeven hir gold and hir 
tresoor , 

Mo nedod nat do longer diligence 20^ 

To wmne hir love, or doon hem reverence 
They loved me so wel, by god above, 

That I ne tolde no deyntee of hir love ’ 

A wys womman wol sette hir ever in oon 
To gete hir love, ther as she hath noon 210 
But sith I hadde hem hoolly in myn hond, 
And sith they hadde me yeven all hir 
lend, 

What sholde I talven hede hem for to 
ploso, 

But it were for my profit and myn eso ? 

I sette hem so a-worke, by my fey, 215 
That many a night they songen “wei- 
lawey I ” 
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The bacoun was nat fefc for hem, I trowe, 
That som men han in Essex at Dunmowe 
I governed hem so wel, after my lawe, 
That ech of liem ful blisful was and fawe 
To bringe me gaye thmges fro the fayre 23 1 
They were ful glad whan I spak to hem 
fayre , 

For god it woot, I chidde hem spitotisly 
Now herkneth, how I bar me proprely, 
Ye wyse wyves, that can understonde 225 
Thus shul ye speke and here hem wrong 
on honde , 

For half so boldely can ther no man 
Swere and lyen as a womman can 
I sey nat this by wjwes that ben wyse, 
But-if it be whan they hem misavyse. 230 
A "wys wyf, if that she can hir good, 

Shal beren him on hond the cow is wood. 
And take witnesse of hir owene mayde 
Of hir assent , but herkneth how I sayde 
“ Sir olde ka3mard, is this thyn array ^ 
Why IS my neighebores wyf so gay ? 236 
She IS honoured over al thcr she goth , 

I sitte at hoom, I have no thrifty cloth 
What dostow at my neighebores hous ? 

Is she so fair ? artow so amorous ? 240 

■\Vhat rowne ye with our mayde ^ hen'- 
cite t 

Sir olde lechour, lat thy japes be ’ 

And if I have a gossib or a freend, 
With-outen gilt, thou chydest as a feend, 
If that I walke or pleye un-to his hous ’ 245 
Thou comest hoom as dronken as a mous, 
And prechest on thy bench, with yvel 
preef ' 

Thou seist to me, it is a greet meschief 
To wedde a povre womman, for costage , 
And if that she be riche, of heigh parage, 
Than seistow that it is a tormentrye 251 
To sufFre hir pryde and hir malencolye 
And if that she be fair, thou verray knave, 
Thou seyst that every holour wol hir have , 
She may no whyle in chastitee abyde, 255 
That IS assaiUed up-on ech a syde 

Thou seyst, som folk desyre us for 
nchesse, 

Som for our shap, and som for our fair- 
nesse , 

And som, for she can outher singe or 
daunce, 259 

And som, for gentUlesse and daliaunce , 


Som, for hir handes and hir armes smale, 
Thus goth al to the devel by thy tale 
Thou seyst, men may nat kepe a castel- 
wal, 

It may so longe assailled been over-al 
And if that she be foul, thou seist that 
she 265 

Coveiteth every man that she may see , 
For as a spaynel she wol on him lepo. 

Til that she finde som man hir to chepe , 
Ne noon so grey goos goth ther in the 
lake, 269 

As, seistow, that wol been with-outo make 
And seyst, it is an hard thing for to weldo 
A thing that no man wol, his thankes, 
helde 

Thus seistow, lorel, whan thow goost to 
bedde , 

And that no wys man nedeth foi to 
wedde, 274 

Ne no man that entendeth un-to hevene 
With wildo thonder-dmt and firy levene 
Mote thy welked nekke be to-broke ' 
Thow seyst that dioi)ping houses, and 
eek smoke, 

And chyding wyves, maken men to flee 
Out of hir owono hous , a ’ hen' cite ' 280 

What eyleth swich an old man for to 
chyde ? 

Thow seyst, vo wyves wol our vycos 
hyde 

Til we bo fast, and than we wol hem 
shewe , 

Wel may that be a pioverbe of a shrewo ’ 
Thou seist, that oxen, asses, hors, and 
houndes, 285 

They been assayed at diverse stoundes , 
Boems, lavours, er that men hem bye, 
Spones and stoles, and al swich hous- 
bondrye, 

And so been pottes, clothes, and array , 
But folk of wyves maken noon assay 290 
Til they bo wedded , olde dotard shrewe ’ 
And than, seistow, we wol oure vices 
shewe 

Thou seist also, that it displeseth me 
But-if that thou wolt preyse my beauteo,, 
And but thou poure alwey up-on my 
face, 295 

And clepo mo ‘ faire dame ’ in every 
place , 
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And but thou make a feste on thilke 
day 

That I was bom, and make me fresh and 

gay, 

And but thou do to my nonce honour, 
And to my chamberere with-mne my 
hour, 

And to my fadrcs folk \nd his allycs , — 
Thus seistow, olde barel ful of lyes ’ 

And yet of our apprentice Janekyn 
For his crisp heer, shyninge as gold sofyn. 
And for he squiereth me bothe up and 
doun , 3o>^ 

Yet hastow caught a fals suspecioan , 

I wol hym noght, thogh tliou were deed 
to morwe 

But tel me this, why hydestow, with 
sorwe, 

The keyes of thy chcste awey fro me ? 

It is my good as wel as thyn, pardee 310 
What wenestow make an idiot of our 
dame ? 

Kow by that lord, that called is seint 
Tame, 

Tliou shalt nat bothe, thogh that thou 
were wood. 

Be maister of my body and of my good , 
That oon thou shalt forgo, maugree thyne 
y^n , 315 

What nedeth thee of me to enquere or 
spyCn ? 

I trowe, thou woblest loke me m thy 
cheste ’ 

Thou sholdest seye, ‘wyf, go wher thee 
leste, 

Tak your disport, I wol nat le\e no talis, 
I knowe yow for a trewe wyf, dame Alis * 
We love no man that taketh kepe or 
charge 321 

Wher that we goon, we wol ben at our 
large 

Of alle men y-blessed moot ho be. 

The wyse astrologien Dan Ptholome, 324 
Tliat seith this proverbe in his Almageste, 
‘ Of alle men his wisdom is the hyeste, 
Tliat rekketh never who hath the world 
in honde ’ 

By this proverbe thou shalt understonde, 
Have thou y-nogh, what thar thee reoche 
or care 

How menly that othere folkes fare ? 330 


For certeyn, olde dotard, by your leve, 

Ye shul have queynte right y-nough at eve. 
Ho IS to greet a nigard that wol weme 
A man to lighte his candle at his lanterne , 
He shal have never the lasse light, 
pardee , 333 

Have thou y-nough, thee thar nat plojmo 
thee 

Thou seyst also, that if we make us gay 
With clothing and with precious array 
Tliat it IS peril of our chastitce , 

And yet, with sorwe, thou most enforce 
thee, 340 

And scye thise wordes in the apostles 
name, 

‘ In habit, maad with chastitee ard 
shame. 

Ye wommen shul apparaillo yo'w,’ quod 
ho, 

‘And noght m tressed heer and gay 
perree, 

As perles, ne with gold, ne clothes riche/ 
After thy text, ne after thy rubriche 346 
I wol nat wirche as muchel as a gnat 
Thou seydest this, that I was lyk a cat, 
For who-so wolde scnge a cattes skin, 
Thanne wolde the cat wel dwellen in 
his in , 350 

And if the cattes skm be slyk and gay, 
She wol nat dv elle in house half a day, 
But forth she wole, er any da^ be dawed, 
To shewe hir skin, and goon a-cater- 
wawed , 

This IS to seye, if I be gay, sir shrewe, 355 
I wol renne out, my borel for to shew e 

Sire olde fool, what eyleth thee to 
spyCn ? 

Thogh thou preye Argus, with his 
hundred y6n, 

To be my warde-cors, as he can best, 

In feith, he shal nat kepe me but me 
lest , 360 

Yet coude I make his herd, so moot 
I thee 

Thou seydest eek, that ther ben thinges 
three, 

The whiche thinges troublen al this erthe. 
And that no wight ne may endure the 
ferthe 

O leve sir shrewe, Jesu shorte thy lyf ' 365 
Yet prechestow, and seyst, an hatehil wyf 



57 ° 


CanUvBuvg t^afee, 


[t 5949-6024. 


Y-rekened is for oon of tliise meschances 
Been ther none othere maner resem- 
blances 

That ye may lykne your parables to, 
But-if a selv wyf be oon of tho ? 37r 

Thou lykenest wommanes love to belle, 
To bareyno lond, ther water may not 
dwelle 

Thou lyknest it also to wilde fyr , 

The more it brenneth, the more it hath 
desyr 

To consume every thing that brent 
wol be ^7^ 

Tliou seyst, that right as wormes shendo 
a tree, 

Right so a wyf destroyetli hir hoiisbonde , 
This knowe they that been to vyves 
bonde ” 

Lordinges, right thus, as ye have 
understonde. 

Bar I stifly myne olde housbondes on 
honde, ybo 

That thus they seyden in hir dronkenessc , 
And al was fals, but that I took witnesse 
On Janekin and on my nece also 

0 lord, the peyne I dide hem and the wo, 
Ful giltelees, by goddes swete pyne ’ 385 
For as an hors I coude byte and whyne 

1 coude pleyne, thogh I were in the 

gilt, 

Or elles often tyme hadde I ben spilt 
Who-so that first to mille comth, first 
grint , 

T pleyned first, so was our werre y-stint 
They were ful glad t’excusen hem ful 
blyve 301 

Of thing of which they never agilte hir 
lyve 

Of wenches wolde I beren him on 
honde, 

Whan that for syk unnefhes mighte he 
stonde 

Yet tikled it his herte, for that he 395 
Wende that I hadde of him so greet 
chiertoe 

I swoor that al my walkinge out by nighte 
Was for t’espye wenches that he dighte , 
Under that colour hadde I many a mirthe 
For al swich wit is yeven us in our birthe , 
Ueoeite, weping, spinning god hath yive 
To wommen kindely, whyl they may hve 


And thus of o thing I avaunte me, 403 
Atte ende I hadde the bettre in ech 
degree. 

By sleightc, or force, or by som maner 
thing, 405 

As by continuel murmur or grucching , 
Namely a-bedde hadden they moschaunce, 
Ther wolde I chyde and do hem no 
plosaunce , 

I wolde no longer in the bed abyde. 

If that I foltc his arm over my syde, 410 
Til he had maad his raunson un-to me , 
Than wolde I suffie him do his nycotee 
And ther-fore every man this tale I telle, 
Winne who-so may, for al is for to selle 
With empty haml men may none haukos 
lure, 415 

For winning wolde I al his lust endure, 
And make me a foyned ap^ietyt , 

And yet in bacon hadde I never delyt , 
That made me that ever I wolde hem 
chyde 419 

For thogh the pope had seten liem bisyde, 
I wolde nat spare hem at hir owene bord 
For by my trouthe, I quitte hem word 
for word 

As help mo verray god omnipotent, 
Thogh I right now sholde make my 
testament, 

I ne owe hem nat a word tliat it nis quit 
I broghto it so aboute by my wit, 4.^6 
That they raoste yove it up, as for the 
besto , 

Or elles hadde we never been in reste 
For thogh he loked as a wood leoun, 

Yet sholde ho faille of his conclusioun 430 
Thanne wolde I seye, “gode licf, tak 
keep 

How mekely lokoth Wilkin oure sheep , 
Com neer, my spouse, lat me ba thy 
choke ’ 

Ye sholde been al pacient and meke. 

And han a swete spyced conscience, 435 
81th ye so preche of J obes pacience 
Suffreth alwey, sin ye so wel can preche , 
And but ye do, certeiu we shal yow 
teche 

That it is fair to have a wyf in pees 
Oon of us two moste bowen, doutelees , 440 
And sith a man is more resonable 
Than womman is, ye moste been sufFrable, 
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What eyleth yow to gnicohe thus and 
grone? 

Is it for ye wolde have my queynte allone? 
Why taak it al, lo, have it ovory-deel , 44*) 
Peter ’ I shrewe yow hut ye love it wed ' 
For if I wolde selle my bele chone, 

I coudo walke as fresh as is a rose , 

But I wol kepe it for your owene tooth 
Ye he to hlame, by god, I sey vow sooth 
Swiche manor wordes haddo we on 
honde 4151 

Now wol I speken of my fourthe hous- 
hondo 

My fourtlio lioushonde was a rovelour, 
This IS to scyn, he hadde a paramour , 
And I was yong and ful of ragerye, 4=55 
Stiborn and strong, and joly as a pye 
Wei coudo I daunc e to an harpo smale. 
And singe, y-wis, as any nigliting ile. 
Whan I had dronke a draughto of swete 
wyn 

Metellius, the foulo cherl, the swyn, 460 
That with a stat hirafte his wyf hir lyf, 
For she drank wyn, thogh I hadde been 
Ills wyf, 

He sholde nat han daunted me fro drinke , 
And, after wyn, on Venus moste I thinke 
For al so siker as cold engendreth hayl, 

A likerous mouth moste han a likerous 
tayl 466 

In womman vinolent is no defence. 

This knowon lechours by experience 
But, lord Crist ' whan that it remem- 
breth mo 

Up-on my jowthe, and on my jolitee, 470 
It tilJetli me aboute myn herte rote 
Unto this day it dootli myn herte boto 
That I have had my world as in my tyme 
But ago, alias ' that al wol envenyme, 474 
Hath mo biraft my beauteo and my pith , 
Lat go, fare-wol, the devel go therwith ’ 
The flour is goon, ther is na-more to telle, 
The bren, as I best can, now moste I selle , 
But yet to be right mery wol I fondo 
Now wol I tellen ot my fourthe hous- 
bonde 480 

I seye, I hadde in herte greet dospyt 
That he of any other had delyt 
But he was quit, by god and by semt 
Joce ’ 

t made him of the same wode a orooe , 


Nat ot my body in no foul manere, 485 
But certeinly, I made folk swich chore, 
That in his oweno grece I made him frye 
For angre, and for verray jalousye 
By god, in erthe I was his purgatorie, 489 
For which I hope his soule be in glorie 
For god it woot, he sat ful ofto and song 
Whan that his shoo ful bitterly him 
wrong 

Ther was no wight, save god and he, that 
wiste, 

In many wyse, how sore I him twiste 
He deyde whan I ( am fro Temsalem, 495 
And lyth y grave under the rode-beem, 

Al IS his tombe noght so curious 
As was the sepulcre of him, Danus, 
Which that Appelles wroghte subtilly , 

It nis but wast to bune him preciously *>00 
Lat him fare-wel, god ye\e his soule reste, 
He IS now in the grave and m his cheste 
Now of my fifthe housboud wol I telle 
God lete his soule never come in helle ’ 
And yet was he to me the moste shrewe , 
That tele I on my ribbes al by rewe, 506 
And ever shal, un-to myn ending-day 
But in our bed he was so fresh and gay, 
And ther-with-al so wel coude he mo glose. 
Whan that he wolde han my bele chose, 510 
That thogh he hadde me bet on every 
boon, 

He coudo wmne agayn my love anoon 
I trowe I loved him beste, for that he 
Was of his love daungerous to me 
We wommen han, if that I shal nat lye. 
In this matero a queynte fantasye , «;i6 

Wayte what thing wo may nat lightly 
have, 

Ther-after wol we erve al-day and crave 
Forbede us thing, and that desvren we , 
Frees on us faste, and thanno wol we flee 
With daunger oute we al our ohaffare , 521 
Greet prees at market maketh dere ware. 
And to greet cheep is holde at litel prys , 
This knoweth every womman that is wys 
My fifthe housbonde, god his soule 
blesse ’ 52 

Which that I took for love and no 
richesse, 

He som-tyme wras a clerk of Oxenford, 
And had left scole, and wente at hoom to 
herd 
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With my gossib, dwellinge in onre toun, 
God have hir soule ’ hir name was 
Alisonn S 3 o 

She knew myn herte and eek my privetee 
Bet than onr pansshe-preest, so moot 
I thee ’ 

To hir hiwreyed I my conseil aL 
For had myn honsbonde pissed on a wal, 
Or doon a thing that sholde han cost his 
lyf, 533 

To liir, and to another woitliy wyf, 

And to my nece, which that I loved 
weel, 

I wolde han told his conseil every-deel 
And so I dide fill often, god it woot, 

That made his face fnl often reed and 
hoot 340 

For venay shame, and blamed him-self 
for ho 

Had told to me so greet a privetee 
And so bifel that ones, in a Lente, 

(So often tymes I to my gossib wente, 

For ever yet I lovede to be gay, 343 

And for to walke, in March, Averille, and 
May, 

Fro hous to hons, to here sondry talis), 
That Jankm clerk, and my gossib dame 
Alls, 

And I my-self, in-to the feldes wente 
Myn honsbond i\as at London al that 
Lente , 550 

I hadde the bettre leyser for to pleye. 
And for to see, and eek for to be soye 
Of lusty folk , what wiste I wher my g^aco 
Was shapen for to be, or in what place? 
Therefore I made my visitaciouns, 555 
To vigilies and to processiouns. 

To preching eek and to thise pilgrimages, 
To pleyes of miracles and manages, 

And wered upon my gaye scarlet gytes 
Thise wormes, ne thise motthes, ne thise 
mytes, 560 

Upon my peril, frete hem never a deel , 
And wostow why? for they were used 
weel 

Now wol I tellen forth what happed me 
I seye, that in the feeldes walked we, 

Til trewely we hadde swich daliance, 565 
This clerk and I, that of my purveyance 
I spak to him, and seyde him, how that he, 
If I were widwe, sholde wedde me. 


For certeinly, I sey for no bobance. 

Yet was I never with-outen purveyance 
Of manage, n’of othere thinges eek. 371 
I holde a mouses herte nat worth a leek, 
That hath but oon hole for to sterte to, 
And if that faille, thanne is al y-do 
I bar him on honde, he hadde en- 
chanted me , 375 

My dame taughte me that soutiltee 
And eek I seyde, I mette of him al night , 
Ho woldc han slayn me as I lay up-right, 
And al my bed was lul of verray blood. 
But yet I hope that he shal do me 
good , 380 

For blood bitokeneth gold, as me was 
taught 

And al was fals, I dremed of it right 
naught. 

But as I folwed ay my dames lore, 

As wol of this as of other thinges more 
But now sir, lat me see, what I shal 
scyn ? 585 

A * ha ’ bj god, I have my tale ageyn 
Whan that my lourthe housbond was 
on here, 

I weep algate, and made soiy chore. 

As wyves moten, for it is usage. 

And with my coverchief covered my 
visage , 590 

But for that I was purveyed of a make, 

I weep but smal, and that I undertake 
To chirche was myn housbond born 
a-morwe 

With neighebores, that for him maden 
sorwe , 

And Jankm oure clerk was oon of tho s93 
As help me god, whan that I saugh 
him go 

After the here, me thoughte he hadde a 
paire 

Of logges and of feet so clone and faire. 
That al myn herte I yaf un-to his hold 
He was, I trowe, a twenty winter old, 600 
And I was fourty, if I shal seye sooth , 
But yet I hadde alwey a coltes tooth 
Gat-tothed I was, and that bicam me 
weel , ' 

I hadde the prente of s6ynt Venus seek 
As help me god, I was a lusty oon, 603 
And faire and riche, and yong, and wel 
bigoon , 


T 6189-6276 ] D (JOtfe of QJrofeguo. 


573 


And trowely, as myne housbondes tolde 
me, 

I had the beste quoniam mighte be 
For certes, I am al Venerien 609 

In felinge, and myn herte is Marcien 
Venus me yaf my lust, my likerousnesse, 
And Mars yaf me my sturdy hardinesse 
Myn ascendent was Taur, and Mars ther- 
inne 

Allas ’ alias ’ that ever lo\ e was sinne ’ 

I folwed ay myn inclinacioun 615 

By vertu of my constellacioun , 

That made me I coude noght withdrawe 
My chambro of Venus from a good felawe 
Yet have I Martes mark up-on my face, 
And also in another privee place, 620 
For, god so wis be my savacioun, 

I no loved never by no discreciouii, 

But ever folwede myn appetyt, 

Al were he short or long, or blak or 
whyt , 

I took no kepe, so that he lyked me, 62*5 
How pore ho was, no cek oi what deg^ree 
What sholde I sej e, but, at the monthes 
ende. 

This joly cloik Jankiii, that was so hende. 
Hath wedded me w ith greet solompniteo. 
And to him yaf I al the lond and fee 630 
That ever was me j even ther-bifore , 

But afterward repented me ful sore 
He nolde suffre nothing of my list 
By god, he smoot me ones on the list, 

For that I rente out of his book a leef, 6^5 
That of the strook myn ere wex al deef 
Stiborn I was as is a leonesse, 

And of my tonge a verray jangleresse, 
And walke I wolde, as I had doon biforn. 
From hous to hous, al-though he had it 
sworn 640 

For which he often tymes wolde preche. 
And me of olde Bomayn gestes techo, 
How he, Simplicius Gallus, lefte his wyf. 
And hir forsook for terme of al his lyf, 
Noght but for open-heeded he hir say 645 
Xiokinge out at his dore upon a day 
Another Romayn tolde he me by name. 
That, for his wyf was at a someres game 
With-oute his witing, he forsook hir eke 
And than wolde he up-on his Bible seke 
That like proverbe of Ecclosiaste, 651 
Wher he oomandeth and forbedeth faste, 


Man shal nat suffre his wyf go roule 
aboute , 

Thau wolde he seye right thus, with- 
outen doute, 

“Who-so that buildeth his hous al of 
salwes, 6«;5 

And pnketh his blinde hors o\er the 
falwcs, 

And suffreth his wyf to go seken halwes. 
Is worthy to been hanged on the gal- 
wes ’ ” 

But al for noght, I sette noght an hawe 
Of his proverbes n’of his olde sawe, 660 
Ne I wolde nat of him corrected be 
I hate him that my \ices telleth me. 

And so do mo, god woot ’ of us than I 
This made him with me wood al outrely , 
I nolde noght forbero him in no cas 66? 
Now wol I seye yow sooth, by seint 
Thomas, 

Why that I rente out of his book a leef. 
For which he smoot me so that I was 
deef 

He hadde a book that gladly, night and 
day. 

For his desport he wolde rede alway 670 
He cleped it Valerie and Thcofraste, 

At whiche book he lough alwey ful faste 
And cek ther was som-tymo a clerk at 
Rome, 

A cardinal, that highte Seint Jerome, 
That made a book agayn Jovinian , 675 

In whiche book eek ther was Tertulan, 
Crisippus, Trotula, and Helowys, 

That was abbesse nat fer fro Parys , 

And eek the Parables of Salomon, 

Ovydes Art, and bokes many on, 680 
And alle thise wer bounden m o volume 
And every night and day was his custume, 
Wlian he had leyser and vacacioun 
From other worldly occupacioun, 684 
To reden on this book of wikked wyves. 
He knew of hem mo legendes and lyves 
Than been of gode wyves in the Bible 
For trusteth wel, it is an impossible 
That any clerk wol speke good of wyves, 
But-if it be of holy seintes lyves, 690 
Ne of noon other womman never the mo 
Who peyntede the leoun, tel me who ? 
By god, if wommen hadde writen stones, 
As clerkes hau with-inne lur oratones, 
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They wolde han writen of men more 
wikkednesse 69^ 

Than all the mark of Adam may redresse 
The children of Mercurie and of Venus 
Been in hir wirking ful contrarious , 
Mercurie loveth wisdom and science, 

And Venus loveth ryot and dispence 700 
And, for hir diverse disposicioun, 

Ech faUeth in othores exaltacioun , 

And thus, god woot ’ Mercurie is desolat 
In Pisces, wher Venus is exaltat , 

And Venus falleth ther Mercurie is 
reysed , 705 

Therfore no womman of no dork is preysed 
The clerk, whan he is old, and may noght 
do 

Of Venus werkes worth his olde sho, 

Than sit he doun, and writ in his dotage 
That wommen can nat kepe hrr manage » 
But now to purpos, why I tolde thee 
That I was beten for a book, pardee 712 
Up-on a night Jankm, that was our 
syre, 

Bedde on his book, as he sat by the fyre. 
Of Eva first, that, for hir wikkednesse. 
Was al mankinde broght to wrecched- 
nesse, 716 

Eor which that Jesu Crist him-self was 
slayn. 

That boghte us ith his herte-blood agayn 
Lo, here expres of womman may ye finde, 
That womman was the los of al mankinde 
Tho redde he me how Sampson loste 
his heres, 721 

Slepinge, his lemman kitte hem with hir 
sheres , 

Thurgh whiche tresoun loste he botho 
his y^n 

Tho redde he me, if that I shal nat lyen, 
Of Hercules and of his Dianyre, 725 

That caused him to sette himself a-fyre 
No-thing forgat he the x>enaunce and 
wo 

That Socrates had with hise wyves two , 
How Xantippa caste pisse up-on his heed , 
This sely man sat stille, as he were deed , 
He wypod his heed, namore dorste he seyn 
But “ er that thonder stmte, comth a 
reyn ” 732 

Of Phasipha, that was the quene of 

Crete, 


For shrewednesse, him thoughte the tale 
sweto , 

Fy ’ spek na-more — it is a grisly thing — 
Of hir horrible lust and hir lyking 736 
Of Clitemistra, for hir lecherye. 

That falsly made hir housbond for to dye, 
He redde it with ful good devocioun 
He tolde me eek for what occasioun 740 
Amphiorax at Thebes loste his lyf , 

Myn housbond hadde a legende of his wyf, 
Eriphilem, that for an ouche of gold 
Hath pi ively un to the Orekes told 
Wher that hir housbonde hidde him in a 
place, 745 

For whicli he hadde at Thebes sory grace. 

Of Lyma tolde he me, and of Lucye, 
They botho made hir housbondes for to 
dye. 

That oon for love, that other was for 
hate , 

Lyma hir housbond, on an oven late, 750 
Empoysoned hath, for that she was his fo 
Lucya, iikerous, loved hir housbond so, 
That, for he sholde alwey up-on hir thinke, 
She yaf him swich a manor love-drinke. 
That he was deed, er it were by the 
morwe , 755 

And thus algates housbondes han sorwe 
Than tolde he me, how oon Latumius 
Compleyned to his felawe Arrius, 

That in his gardin growed swich a tree. 
On which, he seyde, how that his wyves 
throe 760 

Hanged hem self for herte despitous 
“ O leve brother,” quod this Arnus, 

“ Yif me a plante of thilke blissed tree, 
And in my gardin planted shal it be ' ” 
Of latter date, of wyves hath he red, 
That somme han slayn hir housbondes in 
hir bod, 766 

And lete hir lechour dighte hir al the 
night 

Whyl that tho corps lay in the floor up- 
right 

And somme han drive nayles in hir brayn 
Whyl that they slepte, and thus they han 
hem slayn 770 

Somme han hem yeve poysoun in hir 
dnnke. 

He spak more harm than herte may 
bithinke. 
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And ther-witli-al, he knew of mo pro- 
verhes 

Than in this world ther growen gras or 
herbes 

“ J 3 et IS,” quod he, “thyn habitacioun yyn; 
Be with a leoun or a foul dragoun, 

Than with a womman usingo for to chyde 
Bet IS,” quod he, “ hye in the roof abyde 
Than with an angry wyt doun in the 
hous , 

They been so wikkcd and contrarious , 7S0 
They baton that hir housbondcs loveth 
ay ” 

Ho seyde, “a womman cast hir shame 
away, 

Wlian she cast of hii smok , ” and foi ther- 
mo, 

“ A fair womman, but she be ohaast also, 
Is lyk a gold ring in a sowes nose ” 78^ 

Wlio wolde wenen, or who wolde suppose 
The wo that in myn herte was, and pyne ^ 
And whan I saugh he wolde neyer fyne 
To reden on this cursed book al night, 

A 1 sodeynly three loves ha\ e I plight 790 
Out of his book, light as he radde, and 
eke, 

T with my list so took him on the cheke, 
That in our f>r he fil b ikwaid adoun 
And he up stiite as dooth a wood leoun, 
And with his fist he smuot me on the 
heed, 79s 

Hdiat in the floor I lay as I wore deed 
And when he saugh how stillo that 1 1 \^ , 
He was agast, and wolde hiii fled his 
waj. 

Til atte laste out of swogli I breyde 
“O’ hastow slayn me, filse thoef?” I 
seyde, 800 

“ And for my land thus hastow mordred 
mo? 

Er I be deed, yet wol I kisse thee ” 

And neer he cam, and kneled falre 
adoun, 

And seyde, “ dere suster Alisoun, 804 

As help me god, I shal thee never smyte , 
That I have doon, it is thy-self to wyte 
Foryevo it me, and that I thee biseko ” — 
And yet eft sones I hitto him on the cheke, 
And seyde, “theof, thus muchel am I 
wreke , 809 

Now wol I dye, I may no longer speke ” 


But atte laste, with muchel care and wo, 
We fiUe acorded, by us selven two 
He yaf me al the brydel in myn bond 
To han the governance of hous and lond, 
And of his tonge and of his bond also, 815 
And made him brenno Ins book anon 
right tho 

And whan that I hadde geten un to me, 
By maistrie, al the soveraynetee. 

And that he seyde, “mjn owene trewe 
wyf. 

Do as thee lust the termo of al thy lyf, 
Keep thyn honour, and keep eck myn 
estaat ” — 82 1 

After that day we hadden never debaat 
God help me so, I was to him as kinde 
As any wyf from Denmark un to Inde, 
And also trewe, and so was he to me 825 
T prey to god that sit in magestee, 

So blesse Ins soule, for his mercy dere ’ 
Now wol I seye my tale, if ye wol here ’ 

Biholde the wordes bitween the 
Somonour and the Frere 

The Fiere lough, whan he hadde herd 
al this, 

‘ Now, dame,’ quod ho, ‘ so have I joye or 
blis, 830 

Tins is a long preamble of a tale ’ * 

And whan the Somnour herde the Frere 
gale, 

‘ Do ’ ’ quod the Somnour, ‘ goddes armes 
two ’ 

A frere wol entremotte him ever-mo 
Lo, gode men, a flj, 0 and eek a frere 835 
Wol lalle in every dish and eek matcre 
Wliat spekestow of preambiilacioun ? 
What ’ amble, or trotte, or pees, or go 
sit doun , 

Thou lettest our disport in this manere ’ 

‘ Ye, woltow so, sir Somnoui ? ’ quod 
the Frere, 840 

‘ Now, by mj feith, I shal, er that I go, 
Telle of a Somnour swich a tale or two. 
That alle tho folk shal laughen in this 
place ’ 

‘Now elles, Fieie, I bishiewe thy 
face,* 

Quod this Somnour, ‘ and I bishrewe me, 
But-if I telle tales two or three 84(1 
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Of freres er I come to Sidingbome, 

That I shal make thyn herte for to mome , 
For wel I woot thy pacienre is goon * 

Our hoste cry de ‘ pees ’ and that anoon * ' 
And seyde, ‘lat the womman telle hir 
tale 

Ye fare as folic that dronken been of ale 


Do, dame, tel forth your tale, and that 
18 best ’ 

‘ A 1 redy, sir,’ quod she, ‘ right as yow 
lest. 

If I have hcence of this worthy Frere ’ 
‘Yis, dame,’ quod he, ‘tel forth, and 
I wol here ’ 8^6 


Here endeth the Wyf of Bathe hir Prologe 


THE TALE OF THE WYF OF BATHE 

Here biginneth the Tale of the Wyf of Bathe 


In th’olde dayes of the king Arthonr, 

Of which that Britons spekon greet 
honour, 

A 1 was this land fulfild of fayerye 859 
The elf-queen, with hir joly company e, 
Daunced ful ofte in many a grene mede , 
This was the olde opinion, as I rede 
I speke of manye hundred yeres ago , 

But now can no man see none elves mo 
For now the greto charitee and prayeres 
Of limitours and othere holy freres, (lo) 
That serchen every lend and every stiecm, 
As thikke as motes m the sonne-beem, 
Blesainge halles, chambres, kichenes, 
boures, 

Citees, burghes, castels, hye toures, 870 
Thropes, bernes, shipnes, dayeryes, 

This maketh that ther been no faycryes 
For ther as wont to walken was an elf, 
Ther walketh now the limitour him- 
self 

In undermeles and m morweninges, 87 
And seyth his matins and his holy thinges 
As he goth in his limitacioun (21) 

Wommen may go saufly up and doun, 

In every bush, or under every tree , 

Ther is noon other incubus but he, 880 
And he ne wol doon hem but dishonour 
And so bifel it, that this king Arthour 
Hadde m his hous a lusty bacheler, ! 


i That on a day cam lydinge fro river , 
And happed that, allone as she was 
horn, (29) 885 

He saugh a mayde walkinge him biforn, 
Of whiche mayde anon, maugree hir heed. 
By veriay force he rafte hir maydenheed , 
For which oppiessioun was swich clamour 
And swich pursute un-to the king Ar 
thour, 890 

That dampned was tins knight for to bo 
deed 

By cours of lawe, and sholde han lost his 
heed 

Paraventure, swich was the statut tho , 
But that the quene and othere ladies mo 
So longe preyeden tho king of grace, 895 
Til he his lyf him graunted in the place. 
And yaf him to tho quene al at hir 
wille, (41) 

To chese, whether she wolde him save or 
spille 

The quene thanketh the king with al 
hir might, 899 

And after this thus spak she to the knight, 
Whan that she saugh hii tyme, up-on a 
day 

‘ Thou standest yet,’ quod she, ‘ m swich 
array, 

That of thy lyf yet hastow no suretee 
I grante thee lyf, if thou canst toUen me 
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Wliat thing 13 it that •wommen most 
desyren ? 905 

Be war, and keep thy nekke-hoon from 
yren (50) 

And if thou canst nat tellen it anon, 

Yet wol I yeve thee Icve tor to gon 
A twelf-month and a day, to seche and 
lere 

An answere suffisant in this matere 910 
And snretee wol I han, er that thou pace, 
Thy body for to yoldcn in this place ’ 

Wo was this knight and sorwofully he 
sykcth , 

But what ' he may nat do al as him lyketh 
And at the lastc, ho chees him for to 
wende, 9 it. 

And come agayn, right at tin veres endt , 
With swich answcie as god wolde him 
purveyo , (61) 

And taketh his love, and wcndt th forth 
his weye 

He seketh every hons and every place, 
Wher-as he hopetli for to findc grace, 9J0 
To hrne, what thing wommen lo\en 
most , 

But he ne coude arryven in no cost, 
Wher-os he migiito finde 111 this matcro 
Two creatures acoordinge in-feie 

bomrno seyde, wommen loven best 
nchesse, 9^15 

Somme seyde, honour, soxnme seyde, joly 
II esse , (70) 

Somme, riche an ay, somme se>don, lust 
abedde, 

And oftc tyme to be widwe and wedde 
Somme seyde, tint our liertes been 
most esed, 

Whan that we been y-flatorod and y- 
plosed 9-^0 

He gooth fill ny tlie sotho, I wol nat lyo , 
A man shal wmne us best with flaterye , 
And with attendance, and with bisinesse, 
Been we y-lymed, botho more and losse 
And somme seyn, how that we loven 
host 935 

For to be free, and do right as us lest, (So) 
And that no man reprevo us of our vyce. 
But seyo that we be wyse, and no-thing 
nyce 

For trewely, ther is noon of us alle, 939 
If any wig^t wol olawe us on th© gallo, 


That we nil kike, for he seitli us sooth , 
Assay, and he shal fiiido it that so dooth 
For be we never so vicious with-inne. 

We wol been holden wyse, and clone of 
sinne 

And somme seyn, that greet delyt han 
we (89) 945 

For to ben holden stable and eek secree, 
And 111 o imrjios btedefa&tly to dwelle, 
And nat biwreye thing that men us telle 
But that tale is nat worth a rake stele , 
Pardee, we wommen conne no- thing hele , 
Witness© on Myda , wol j e here the tale ^ 
Ovyde, amonges othero thinges smale, 
Se-yde, Myda hadde, undci his longe heirs, 
Growing© up-on his hotd two asses eres, 
The whiche v^ce he hidde, as he best 

inighte, 955 

Fill subtilly fioin every mannes sighte, 
That, swo hib wjl, ther wisto of it na- 
mo (loi) 

He loved hir most, and trusted hir also , 
He prej ede hir, that to no ci eature 
She sholde tellen of his disfigure 960 

She swoor him ‘ nay, for al this woild 
to 'winne, 

She nolde do that \ ileinye or sinne, 

To make hir housbond han so foul a name , 
She nolde nat telle it for hir owene shame ’ 
But nathelees, hir thoughte that she dyde, 
That she so longe sholdo a conseil hyde , 
Hir thoughte it s\nuI so sore about© Inr 
herto, (11 

That nedely som word hir most© osterto , 
And sith she dorsto telle it to no man, 
Doun to a mareys fast© by she ran , 970 

Til she came there, hir herte was a-l^re, 
And, as a bitore bombleth in the myre, 
She leyde hir mouth un-to the water doun 
‘ Biwreyo me nat, thou water, with thy 
soun,’ (118) 974 

Quod she, * to the© I telle it, and namo , 
Myn housbond hath long© asses ©res two ' 
Now IS myn herte all hool, now ig it out© , 
I might© no lenger kepo it, out of doute * 
Hoer may ye se, thogh we a tyiae abyde, 
Yet out it moot, we can no conseil hyde , 
The remenant of the tale if ye wol here, 
Bedeth Ovyde, and ther ye may it lere 
This knight, of which my talo is spe- 
cially, 983 
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Whan that he sangh he mighte nat come 
therby, 

This IS to seye, what wommen loven moost, 
With-inne his brest fnl sorweful was the 
goost, (130) 9 ^ 

But hoom he gooth, he mighte nat 
sojoume 

The day was come, that hoomward moste 
he tourne, 

-Vnd in his wey it happed him to ryde, 

In al this care, under a forest-syde, 990 
Wher-as he saugh up-on a daunce go 
Of ladies foure and twenty, and yet mo , 
To’w ard the whiche daunce he drew ful 
>erno. 

In hope that som wisdom sholde he lerne 
But certeinly, er he came fully there, 995 
Vanisshed was this daunce, he niste where 
No creature saugh he that bar lyf, (141) 
Save on the grene he saugh sittmge a wyf , 
A fouler wight ther may no man devyse 
Agayn the knight this olde wyf gan ryse, 
And seyde, * sii knight, hecr forth ne Ijdh 
no wey 1001 

Tel me, what that ye seken, by your tey ? 
Paravonture it may the bettre be , 

Thise olde folk can muchel thing,’ quod 
she 

‘ My leve mooder,’ quod this knight 
certeyn, 1005 

* I nam but deed, but-if that I can seyn 
What thing it is that wommen most 

desyre, 

Coude ye mo wisse, I wolde wel quyte 
your hyre ’ 

‘Plight me thy tiouthe, heer in myn 
hand,’ quod she, 

* The nexte thing that I requere thee, 1010 
Thou shalt it do, if it lye in thy might , 
And I wol telle it yow er it be night ’ 

‘ Have heer my trouthe,’ quod the knight, 
‘ I grante ’ 

‘Thanne,’ quod she, ‘I dar me wcl 
avante, 1014 

Thy lyf IS sauf, for I wol stonde therby, 
Up-on my lyf, the queen wol seye as I 
Bat see which is the proudesto of hem 
alle, (161) 

That wereth on a coverchief or a calle, 
That dar seje nay, of that I shal thee 
teohe , 


Lat us go forth with-outen longer speche ’ 
Tho rouned she a pistel in his ere, 1021 
And bad him to be glad, and have no 
fere 

Whan they be comen to the court, this 
knight 

Seyde, ‘ he had holde his day, as he 
hadde higlit, 

And redy was his answere,’ as he sayde 
Pul many a noble wyf, and many a 
mayde, (170) 1026 

And many a widwe, for that they ben 
wyse, 

The queue hir self sittings as a justyse, 
Assembled been, his answere for to here , 
And afterward this knight was bode 
appere 10^0 

To every wight comanded was silence, 
And that the knight sholde telle in 
audience, 

What thing that worldly wommen loven 
best 

This knight ne stood nat stille as doth 
a best, 

But to his questioun anon answerde 103 «> 
With manly voys, that al the court it 
herde (180) 

‘ My lige lady, generally,’ quod he, 

‘ Wommen desyren to have sovereyntee 
As w el over hir housbond as hir love. 

And for to been in maistrie him above , 
This IS your moste desyr, thogh ye me 
kille, J041 

Doth as yow list, I am heer at your wille ’ 
Tn al the court ne was ther wyf no 
mayde, 

No widwe, that contraned that he sayde, 
But seyden, ‘he was worthy han his 
lyf ’ 1045 

And with that woid up stirto tho olde 
wyf, (190) 

Which that tho knight saugh sittinge in 
the grene 

‘Mercy," quod she, my sovereyn lady 
queue ’ 

Er that your court departe, do mo right 
I taughte this answere un-to the knight , 
For which he plighte mo his trouthe 
there, 1031 

The firste thing I wolde of him requere, 
He wolde it do, if it lay in his might 
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Bifore the court than preye I thee, sir 
knight,’ 

Quod she, ‘ that thou me take un-to thy 
wyf , 1055 

For wel thou wost that I have kept thy 
lyf (300) 

If I sey fals, sey nay, up-on thy fey ’ ’ 

This knight answerde, ‘ alias ’ and 
vreylawey ’ 

I woot right vol that swich was my 
biheste 1059 

1? or goddes love, as chees a newe requeste , 
Tak al my good, and lat my body go ’ 

‘ Nay than,’ quod she, ‘ I shrewe us 
hothe two ' 

lor thogh that I ho foul, and old, and 
pore, 

I nolde for al the metal, ne for ore. 

That under orthe is grave, or lyth above, 
But-if thy wyf I were, and eek thy 
love ’ (210) 1066 

‘ My love ? ’ quod he , ‘ nay, my damp- 
naoioun ’ 

Allas ’ that any of my nacioun 
Sholde ever so foule disparaged be ’ ’ 

But al for noglit, the ende is this, that he 
Constreyned was, he nodes moste hir 
wedde , 1071 

And taketh his olde wyf, and gooth to 
bedde 

Now wolden som men seye, paraventure. 
That, for my necligence, I do no cure 
To tellen yow the joye and al th’array 
That at the feste was that like day (220) 
To which o thing shortly answere I shal , 

I seye, ther nas no joyo ne feste at al, 

Ther nas but hevinesse and mucho sorv o , 

I or prively he wedded hir on a morwe. 
And al day after hidde him as an oule 
bo wo was him, his wyl looked so foule 
Greet was the wo the knight hadde in 
his thoght. 

Whan he was with his wyf a-bodde v- 
broght , 1084 

He walweth, and ho turneth to and fro 
His olde wyf lay smylinge evermo, (230) 
And seyde, ‘ o dore housbond, hen' cite ^ 
Fareth every knight thus with his w^t 
as ye? 

Is this the lawe of king Arthures hous ? | 

Is every knight of his so dangerous ? X090 | 


I am your owene love and eek your wyf, 
I am she, which that saved hath your lyf. 
And oertes, yet dide I yow never unnght , 
Why fare ye thus with me this firste night ? 
Ye faren lyk a man had lost his wit , 109^ 
What IS my gilt? for godd’s love, tel 
me it, (240) 

And it shal been amended, if I may ’ 

‘ Ajnended ? ’ quod this knight, ‘ alias ' 
nay, nay ’ 

It wol nat been amended never mo ’ 

Thou art so loothly, and so old also, 1100 
And ther-to comen ot so lowe a kinde. 
That litol wonder is, thogh I walwe and 
winde 

So wolde god myn herte wolde breste * ’ 

‘ Is this,’ quod she, ‘ the cause of your 
unreste ? ’ 1104 

‘ Ye, certainly,’ quod he, ‘ no wonder is ’ 

‘ Now, sire,’ quod she, ‘ I coude amende 
al this, (250) 

If that me liste, er it were dayes three, 

So wel ye irnghte here yow un-to me 
But for ve spoken of swich gentillesse 
As IS descended out of old nchesse, 11 10 
That therfore sholden ye be gentU men, 
Swich arrogance is nat worth an hen 
Loke who that is most vertuous alway, 
Pri\ee and apert, and most entendeth ay 
To do the gentil dedes that he can, 

And tak him for the grettest gentil 
man (260) 

Crist wol, wo cla^me of him our gentil- 
lesse, 

Nat of our eldres for hir old nchesse 
For thogh they yove us al hir heritage, 
For which we claymo to been of heigh 
parage, 1120 

Yet may they nat biquethe, for no-thmg, 
To noon of us hir vertuous living, 

That made hem gentil men y-called be , 
And bad us folw on hem in swich degree 
Wel can the wyse poete of Florence, 
That highte Dant,speken in this sentence, 
Lo in swich manor rym is Dantes tale 
“Ful selde up ryseth by his branches 
smale (272)1128 

Prowesse of man , for god, of his good- 
nesse, 

Wol that of him we clayme our gontil- 
lesse , ” 1 130 
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For of our eldres may we no-tlung 
claynie 113^ 

But temporel thing, that man may hurte 
and mayme 

£ek every wight wot this as wel as I, 

If gentillesse were planted naturelly 
Un-to a certe^n linage, doun the lyne, 
Privee ne apert, than wolde they never 
fyne (280) 1136 

To doon of gentillesse the faire offyce , 
They mighte do no vilemye or wee 

Tak fyr, and her it in the derkeste hous 
Bitwix this and the mount of Caucasus, 
And lat men shette the dores and go 
thenne, n-ji 

Yet wol the fyr as faire lye and brenne. 
As twenty thousand men mighte it biholde , 
His office naturel ay wol it holde, 

Up peril of my lyf, til that it dye ii4'> 
Heer may ye see wel, how that genterye 
Is nat annexed to possossioun, (291) 

Sith folk ne doon hir operacioun 
AJwey, as dooth the fyr, lo ’ in his kinde 
For, god it woot, men may wel often finde 
A lordes sone do shame and vilemye ,1151 
And he that wol han prys of his gentrye 
For he was boren of a gentil hous, 

And hadde hise eldres noble and vertuous. 
And ml him-selven do no gentil dedis, 1155 
Ne folwe his gentil auncestre that deed is. 
He nis nat gentil, be he duk or erl , (301) 
For vileyns sinful dedes make a cherl 
For gentillesse ms but renomeo 1159 
Of thyne auncestres, for hir heigh bountee, 
Which IS a strange thing to thy persone 
Thy gentillesse cometh fro god allone , 
Than comth our verray gentillesse of grace. 
It was no-thmgbiquethe us with our place 
Thenketh how noble, as seith Valerius, 
Was thilke Tullius Hostilius, (310) 1166 
That ont of povert roos to heigh noblesse 
Bedeth Senek, and redeth eek Bofece, 
Ther shul ye seen expres that it no drede is. 
That he is gentil that doth gentil dedis , 
And therfore, leve housbond, I thus con- 
clude, 1 1 71 

^ were it that myne auncestres were rude. 
Yet may the hye god, and so hope I, 
Grante me grace to liven vertuonsly 1174 
Thanne am I gentil, whan that I bigmno 
To hven vertuously and weyve smne (320) 


And thor-as ye of povert me repreve, 
Tlie hye god, on wliom that we bileve. 

In wilful povert chees to live his lyf 1179 
And certes every man, mayden, or wyf, 
klay understonde that J esus, hevene king, 
Ne wolde nat chese a vicious living 
Glad povert is an honest thing, certeyn , 
This wol Senek and othero clerkes seyn 
Who-so that halt him payd of his poverte, 
I holde him nche, al hadde ho nat a 
sherte {330)1186 

He that coveyteth is a povro wight. 

For he wolde han tliat is nat in his might 
But he that noght hath, ne co\ eyt( th have. 
Is riche, al-though ye holde him but a 
knave 1190 

Verray povert, it smgctli proprely , 
Juvenal seith of povert merily 
“The povre man, whan he goth by the 
weye, 

Bifore the theves he may singe and pleye ” 
Povert is hateful good, and, as I gesse, 1193 
A ful greet bringer out of bxsinesse , (340) 
A greet amender eek of sapience 
To him that taketh it m pacience 
Povert IS tins, al-though it seme elenge 
Possessioun, that no wight wol chalenge 
Povert ful ofbe, whan a man is lowe, 1201 
Maketh his god and eek him-sclf to knowe 
Povert a spectacle is, as thinketh me, 
Thurgh which he may his verray frendes 
see 

And therfore, sire, sin that I noght yow 
greve, i2o«j 

Of my povert na-more ye me repreve (350) 
Now, sire, of elde ye repre\ e me , 

And certes, sire, thogh noon auctoritee 
Were in no book, ye gentils of honour 
Seyn that men sholde an old wight doon 
favour, 1210 

And clepe him fader, for your gentillesse , 
And auctours shal I finden, as I gesse 
Now ther ye seye, that I am foul and old, 
Than drede you noght to been a cokewold , 
For filthe and elde, al-so mote I thee, 1213 
Been grete wardeyns up-on chastitee (360) 
But nathelees, sin I knowe your delyt, 

I shal fulfille your worldly appetyt 

Chees now,’ quod she, ‘oon ol thise 
thinges tweyo, 1219 

To han me foul and old til that I deye, 
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And be to yow a trewe hnmble wyf, 

And never yow displese in al my lyf, 

Or elles ye wol lian me yong and fair, 
And take yoTir aventnre of the repair 1224 
That shal be to your hons, by-cause of me, 
Or in som other place, may wel be (370) 
Now choes your sclven, whether that vow 
lyketh ’ 

This knight avysetli him and sore 
sykf til, 

But atte laste he soyde in this manore, 

‘ My lady and my love, and wyf so dere, 

I put me in jour wyse governance , 12^1 

Chesoth your-seli, which may be most 
jilesancG, 

And most honour to yow and me also 
I do no fors the whether of the two , 

For as jow Ijketh, it suffisoth me ’ 12^5 

‘ Tlianne liavc I gote of yow maistri e,’ 
quod she, (3^0) 

‘ Sill T may chest , and governe as me lest ^ ’ 
‘Ye, coitos, wyf,’ quod he, ‘I holdo it 
best ’ 

‘Kis me,’ quod she, ‘we be no lenger 
wroth e , 1-30 

> or, by my trouthe, I wol lie to yow botbe. 
This IS to sejn, -ve, bothe fair and gooil 
I prey to go<l th it I mot sterven wood, 


But I to yow be al-so good and trewe 
As ever was wyf, sm that the world was 
newe 

And, but I be to-mom as fair to sene 1245 
As any lady, emperyce, or quene, (390) 
That IS bitwixe the est and eke the west, 
Doth with my lyf and deeth right as yow 
lest 

Cast up the curtin, loke how that it is ’ 
And whan the knight saugh verraily al 
this, I2SO 

Tliat she so fair was, and so yong ther-to, 
For joye he hente hir in his armes two, 
His herte bathed in a bath of blisse , 

A thousand tyme a-rewe he gan hir 
kissc 

And she obeyed him in every thing 1255 
That mighte doon him plesance or lyking 
And thus they live, un-to hir lyves 
ende, (401) 

In parfit joye , and Tesu Crist us send© 
Housbondes meke, yonge, and fresshe a- 
bedde, 1259 

And grace t’overbyde hem that we wedde 
And eek I preje Jesu shorte hir lyves 
That wol nat bo go\ erned by hir wyves , 
And olde and angry mgardes of dispence, 
God sende hem sone veiray pestilence 


Here endeth the Wyves Tale of Bathe 


THE FRIAR’S PROLOGUE 

The Prologe of the Freres tale 


Tins woi thy limitour, tins noble Froi e, 1 265 
He made alwey a maner louring cliere 
Upon the Somnour, but for honestee 
No vileyns word as yet to him spak he 
But atte last© lie soyde un-to the Wyf, 
‘Dame,* quod he, ‘god yeve yow right 
good lyf » 1270 

Ye han heer touched, al-so mote I thee, 
In scole-matere greet difficultoe , 


Ye lian sejd muchol thing light wel, 1 
seje , (9 

But dame, hero as we ryden by the wey© 
Us nedeth nat to speken but of game, 1275 
And let© auctontees, on goddes name. 

To preching and to scole eek of clergye 
But if it lyk© to this companye, 

I wol yow of a somnour telle a game. 1279 
Pardee, je may wel knowe by the name, 
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That of a somnour may no good be 
sayd , 

I praye that noon of you be yrel apayd 
A somnour is a ronner up and doun 
With mandements for fornicacioun, (-'o) 
And IS y-bet at every tonnes ende ' 1285 

Our host tho spak, ‘ a ' sire, ye sholde 
be hende 

And curteys, as a mm of your estaat , 

In companye we wol have no debaat 
Telleth >our tale, and lat the Somnour 
be» 


‘Nay,’ quod the Somnour, ‘lat him 
seye to me 1290 

What so him list , whan it comth to my lot, 
By god, I shal him quyten every grot 
I shal him tellen which a greet honour (29) 
It is to be a flateringe limitour , [T 6876 
And his offyce I shal him telle, y-wis ’ 

[T 6879 

Our host answerde, ‘pees, na-more of 
this ’ 129(1 

And after this ho seyde un-to tho Frere, 

‘ Tel forth your tale, leve maister doere ’ 


Here endeth the Prologe of the Frere 


THE FRERES TALE 

Here bigmneth the Freres tale 


Whilom ther was dwellinge in my contree 
An erchedeken, a man of heigh degree. 
That boldely dide execucioun 1301 

In punisshinge of fornicacioun, 

Of wicchecraft, and eek of bauderye. 

Of diffamacioun, and avoutrje, 

Of chirche-reves, and of testaments, 

Of contractes, and of lakke of sacraments, 
And eek of many another manor ci^me 

[T om 

Which nedefh nat rehercen at this tyme , 

[T on? 

Of usure, and of symonye also (ii) 

But certes, lechours dido he grettest wo , 
They sholde singen, if that they were 
hent, nil 

And smale tytheres weren foulc y shent 
If any persone wolde up-on hem plcyne, 
Ther mighte asterte him no pecunial 
peyne 

For smale tythes and for smal ofFiingc 1 315 
He made the peple pitously to singe 
For er the bisshop caughte hem with Ins 
hook, 


They weren in tho erehedeknes book (20^ 
Thanne hadcle he, thurgh his jurisdic- 
cioun, 

Power to doon on hem correccioun 1320 
He hadde a Somnour rtdy to his liond, 

A slyer boy was noon in Engeloiid , 

For subtilly he hadde his cspiaillo. 

That taughte him, wher that him mighte 
availle 1324 

He coude spare of lechours oon or two, 

To techen him to foure and tAventy mo 
For thogh this Somnour wood were as an 
hare, 

To telle his harlotryo I wol nat spare , (30) 
For we been out of his correccioun , 

They han of us no jurisdiccioun, 1330 

Ne never shullen, terme of alio hii lyvcs 
‘ Peter ’ so been tho Avommon of tlie 
styves,’ 

Quod the Somnour, ‘ y-put out of my cure ’ ’ 
‘Pees, with mischance and with mis- 
aventure,’ 

Thus seyde our host, ‘and lat him telle 
his tale 1335 
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Now telloth forth, thogh that the Som- 
nour gale, 

Ne spareth nat, myn owene maister dere ’ 
This false theef, this Somnour, quod 
the Frere, (40) 

Hadde alwey baudes redy to his hond, 

As any hank to lure in Engelond, 1^40 
That tolde him al the secree that they 
knewe , 

For hir acqueyntance was nat come of- 
newe 

They weren hise approwours prively , 

He took him-self a greet proiit therby , 
His maister knew nat alwey wliat he wan 
With-outen mandement, a lewed man 1346 
He coude somne, on peyne of Cnstes cui s, 
And they were gladde for to fille his 
purs, (50) 

And make him grote festes atte nale 
And right as J udas hadde purses smale. 
And was a theef, right swich a theef was 

he , 1351 

His maister hadde but half his dubtee 
Ho was, if I shal yeven him his laude, 

A theef, and eek a Somnour, and a baude 
He hadde eek wenches at his retenue, 1355 
That, whether that sir Robert or sir Huwo, 
Or Takke, or Rauf, or who-so that it were, 
That lay by hem, they tolde it in his ere , 
Thus was the wenche and he of oon as- 
sent (61) 

And he wolde fecclie a feyncd mando- 
nient, 1360 

And somne hem to the chapitre botlie two, 
And pile the man, and leto the wenche go 
Thanne wolde he seye, ‘ frend, I shal for 
thy sake 1363 

Do stryken hii out of our lettres blake , 
Thee thar na-more as in this cas travaille , 
I am thy freend, ther I thee may availle ’ 
Certeyn he knew of bryberyes mo 
Than possible is to telle m yeies two (70) 
For in this world nis dogge for the bo^e, 
That can an hurt deer from an hool 
y-knowe, 1370 

Bet than this Somnour knew a sly lechour. 
Or an avouter, or a paramour 
And, for that was the fruit of al his rente, 
Therfore on it he sette al his entente 
And so bifel, that ones on a day 1375 
This Somnour, ever waiting on his pray, 


Rood for to somne a widwe, an old ribybe, 
Feyninge a cause, for he wolde brybe (80) 
''i.nd happed that he saugh bifore him ryde 
A gay y eman, under a forest syde 1380 
A bowe he bar, and arwes brighte and 
kene , 

He hadde up-on a courtepy of grene , 

An hat up-on his heed with frenges blake 
‘ Sir,’ quod this Somnour, ‘ hayl * and 
wel a-take ’ ’ 

‘Wel-come,’ quod he, ‘and every good 
felawe ’ 1383 

Wher rydestow under this grene shawe ’ ’ 
Seyde this yeman, ‘ wiltow fer to day ? ’ 
This Somnour him answerde, and seyde, 

‘ nay , (90) 

Heer faste by,’ quod he, ‘ is myn entente 
To ryden, for to reysen up a rente 1390 
That longeth to my lordes ductee ’ 

‘ Aitow thanne a bailly ? ’ ‘ Ye ' ’ quod 
he 

He dorste nat, for vorray filthe and shame, 
Seye that he was a somnour, for the 
name 

‘ Depa; diewr,’ quod this yeman, ‘dere 
brother, 1395 

Tliou art a bailly, and I am another 
I am unknowen as in this contree , (99) 

Of thyn aqueyntance I wolde praye thee, 
And eek of brotherhede, if that yowleste 
J haye gold and silver in my cheste , 14CX) 
If that thee happe to comen in our shy re, 
Al shal be thyn, right as thou wolt desyre 
‘ Q rant mere y,’ quod this Somnour, ‘ by 
my Icith • ’ 

E\erich in otheies hand his trouthe leith, 
For to be swoine bretheren til they deye 
In dahance they ry den forth hir we\ e 1406 
Tins Somnour, which that uas as ful 
of jangles, 

As ful of \ cnim been thise wariangles, (no) 
And ever enquering up on e\ cry thing, 
‘Brother,’ quod he, ‘vheie is now your 
dwelling, 1410 

Another day if that I sholdo yow seche ? ’ 
This yeman him answeide m softe 
speche, 

‘ Brother,’ quod he, ‘ fer m the north 
contree, 

Wher, as I hope, som-tyme I shal thee see 
Er yve departe, I shal thee so wel wisse, 




That of mjoi hous ne slialtow never 
masse ’ 14*6 

< Now, brother,’ quod this Somnour, ‘ I 
yow preye, 

Teohe me, whyl that we ryden by the 
weye, (j>2o) 

Sin that ye been a baiUif as am I, 

Som subtiltee, and tel mo feithfully 1420 
In myn offyce how I may most winne , 
And spareth nat for conscience ne sinne. 
But as my brother tel me, how do ye ? ’ 
‘Now, by my trouthe, brother dere,’ 
seyde ho, 

* As I shal tellen thee a feithful tale, 1425 
My wages been ful streite and ful smalc 
My lord is hard to me and daungerous, 
And myn offyce is ful luborous , (130) 

And therfore by extorcions I live 
For sothe, I take al that men wol mo 
yive , 1430 

Algate, by sleigh te or by violence, 

Fro yeer to yeer I winne al my dispence 
I can no bettre t( lie feithfully ’ 

‘Now, certes,’ quod this Somnour, ‘so 
fare I , 

I spare nat to taken, god it woot, 14^3 
But-if it be to hevy or to hoot 
What I may gete in conseil privcly, 

No maner conscience of that have 1 , (140) 
Nere myn extorcioun, I nughte nat liven, 
Ne of swicho japes wol I nat be shriven 
Stomak ne conscience ne knowe I noon , 

I shrewe thise shrifte-fadres everichoon 
Wei be we met, by god and by seint 
Jame ’ 

But, leve brother, tel me tlian thy name,’ 
Quod this Somnour, and in this mene 
whyle, 1445 

This yeman gan a litel for to smyle 
‘Brother,’ quod he, ‘wiltow that I thee 
teUe? 

I am a feend, my dwelling is in helle (150) 
And here I ryde about my purchasing, 

To wite wher men wolde yeve me any 
thing 1450 

My purchas is th’effect of al my rente 
Loke how thou rydest for the same en- 
tente, 

To wmne good, thou rekkest never how , 
Kight so fare I, for ryde wolde I now 
tJn-to the worldes ende for a preye ’ 1455 


‘ A,’ quod this Somnour, ‘ hen cite^ what 
sey ye ? 

I wende ye were a yeman trewely 
\e han a mannes shap as wel as I , (160) 
Han yo figure than determinat 
In helle, ther ye been in your estat ? ’ 1460 
‘Nay, certeinly,’ quod he, ‘ther have 
we noon , 

But whan us lyketh, we can take us oon 
Or elles make yow seme we ben shape 
Som-tyme lyk a man, or lyk an ape , 

Or lyk an angel can I ryde or go 1465 
It is no wonder thing thogh it be so , 

A lousy jogelour can deceyve thee, 

And pardee, yet can I more craft than 
he ’ (170) 

‘ Why,’ quod the Somnour, ‘ ryde ye 
thanne or goon 1469 

In sondry shap, and nat al'we'v in oon 
‘ For we,’ quod he, ‘ wol us swich formes 
make 

As most able is our proyes for to take ’ 

‘ What maketli yow to han al this 
labour ? ’ 

‘ Ful many a cause, leve sir Somnour,’ 
Seyde tins feend, ‘ but alio thing hath 
tymo 147 *; 

The day is short, and it is passed pryme, 
And yet ne wan I no-th mg in this day 
I wol entendo to winnon, if I may, (180) 
And nat entende our wittos to declare 
I or, brother myn, thy wit is al to bare 1480 
lo imderstonde, al-thogh I tolde hem thee 
But, for thou axest why labouren we , 
For, som tyme, we ben goddos instru 
ments, 

And menes to don his comandements, 
Whan that him list, up-on his creatures, 
In divers art and in divers figures i486 
With-outen him we have no might, cer- 
ta> n, (189) 

If that him list to stonden ther-agayn 
And som-tyme, at our prayere, han we leve 
Only the body and nat the soule greve , 
Witnesse on Job, whom that we diden 
wo 1491 

And som-tyme han we might of bothe two, 
This IS to seyn, of soule and body eke 
And somtyme be we suffred for to sake 
Up-on a man, and doon his soule unreste, 
And nat his body, and al is f or the beste. 
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Wlian he mthstandeth onr temptacioun, 
[t IS a cause ot his savacioun , (^^o) 

Ai be-it that it was nat our entente 
He sholde he sauf, hut that we wolde 
him hente 1500 

\nd som-tymo ho we servant un-to man, 
^s to the erchehisshop Seint JDunstan 
'^nd to th po<^tles servant eek was L’ 
‘Yet t ic,’ quod the Somnour, ‘teith- 
fullj , 

Malce yo yow newe bodies thus alway 150^ 
3 f erlomeiits ’ the fcend answerdo, ‘ n xy , 
3om-tynie we feyne, and som-tyme wc 
aryse 

With dede bodies in ful sondiy wysc, (210) 
A.nd speko as ronably and fane and wel 
\s to the Idiitonissa dide Samuel i«;ic) 

A.nd yet wol som nn n seye it w is nat he , 

[ do no fors oi youi divinitee 
But o thing warne I thee, I wol nat jape, 
riiou wolt algates witc how we ben shapt , 
riiou shalt her-afterward, my brother 
dcro, 1515 

Com ther thee nedeth nat of me to lere 
For thou shalt by tliyn owene experience 
Conne in a chayer rede of tins sentence 
Bet than Virgyle, whjl he was on lyve, 

Or Dant also , now lat us ryde bly ve 1 S2i) 
For I wol boldo company e with thee ( 2-0 
ril it be so, that thou forsake me ’ 

‘Nay,’ quod this Somnour, ‘that shal 
nat bitydo , 

I am a yeman, knowen is ful wyde , 

My trouthe wol I holde as in this cas 152s 
For though thou were tho devol Saihanas, 
My trouthe wol I holde to my brother. 

As I am sworn, and e( h ot us til other (230) 
For to be trewe brother in this cas , 

And both© wo goon abouten our purchas 
Talc thou thy part, what that men wol 
thee yive, 1531 

And I shal myn , thus may we bothe live 
And it that any of us have more than 
other, 

lat him be trewe, and parte it with his 
hrotlier * 

‘ I graunte,’ quod the devel, ‘ by my fey ’ 
And with that word they rydon forth hir 
wey 1536 

And right at the entnng of the tonnes 
end©, 


To which this Somnour shoop him for to 
wende, (240) 

They saugh a cait, that charged was with 

Which that a carter droof foi th m his wey 
Deep was the wcj , for which the c irto 
stood 1541 

Tlie carter smoot, and cryde, as he were 
wood, 

‘ Haj t, Brok ' haj t, Scot ’ what spaie ye 
tor tho stones ? 

The feend,’ quod he, ‘yow feccho body 
and bones, 

As ferforthly as ovei were ye foled * 

So muche wo as I have with yow tboled ’ 
Tlie do\el ha\o il, bothe hois and can 
and hey ’ ’ 

This Somnour scyde, ‘heer shal we 
haveaphy,’ 

And neer tho feend he drough, as noght 
no were, 

Ful prively, and rouned in his ere ic^o 
‘Heikne, my biother, herkne, by tby 
feith , 

Herestow nat how t at the caii'cr seith ^ 
Hent it anon, for he 1 ath yeve it thee, 
Bothe hey and cart, and eek hise caples 
three ’ 

‘Nay,’ quod the devel, ‘god wot, never 
adeel, 1^55 

It IS nat his entente, trust me weel 
4 .XO him thy-self, it thou nat trowest me, 
Or elles stmt a while, and thou shalt 
SCO ’ (260) 

This carter thakketh his hors upon the 
croupe, 

And they bigonne drawen and to-stoupe , 
‘Heyt, now’ quod he, ‘ther Jesu Ciist 
yow blesse, 1:561 

And al his handwork, bothe more and 
lesse ’ 

That was wel twight, myn owei e lyard 
boy’ 

I pray god sa\e thee and stynt Loy » 

Now IS my cart out of tho slow, paidee ’ ’ 
‘Lo’ brotber,’ quod the leend, ‘what 
toldo I thee ? 1 s66 

Heer may yo see, mvn owene dere brotlier, 
Th© call spak 00 thmg, but he thoghte 
another (270) 

Lat us go iorth abouten our viage , 


U ^ 
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Heer wmne I no-tliing up-on cariage ’ 
Whan that they comen som-what out 
of tonne, 1^71 

This Somnour to his brother gan to rouno, 
‘Brother,’ quod he, ‘heer woneth an o'd 
rebekke. 

That hadde almost as lief to lese hir nekke 
As tor to yeve a peny ot liir good i 

I wol ban twelt pens, though that she be 
wood, 

Or I wol sompne hir un-to our otfyce , 
And yet, god woot, of hir knowe I no 
vyce (280) 

But tor thou canst nat, as in this contree, 
Wmne thy cost, tak heer ensample ot 
me ’ 1580 

This Somnour clappeth at the widwcs 

gate 

‘ Com out,’ quod he, ‘ thou olde viritrate ' 
I trowe thou hast som treie or preest 
-vsuth thee ' ’ 

‘Who clappeth?’ se;yde this widwe, 
‘ heri'cite ' 

God save you, sire, what is your swete 
wille?’ 1*585 

‘I ha\e,’ quod he, ‘of somonce here 
a hille , 

Up peyne of cursing, loke that thou be 
To-mom bifore the erchedeknes knee (290) 
T’arswere to the court of certeyn thinges ’ 
‘ Now, lord,’ quod she, ‘ Crist Jesu, king 
ofkmges, 1590 

So wisly helpe me, as I ne may 
I have been syk, and that ful many a day 
I may nat go so fer,’ quod she, ‘ ne ryde. 
But I be deed, so priketh it in my syde 
May I nat axe a libel, sir Somnour, 1595 
And answere there, by my piocutour, 

To swich thing as men wol opposen me ? ’ 
‘Yis,’ quod this Somnour, ‘pay anon, 
Jat se, (3<x)) 

Twelf pens to me, and I wol thee acquyte 
I shall no profit ban thor-by but lyte , lOoo 
My maister hath the profit, and nat I 
Com of, and lat me ryden hastily , 

Yif me twelf pens, I may no longer tarie ’ 
‘Twelf pens,’ quod she, ‘now lady 
Seinte Mane 

So wisly help mo out of care and sinne. 
This wyde world thogh that I sholde 
wxnne, ,606 


Ne have I nat twelf pens with-inne mj- 
hold (30c 

Ye knowen uel that I am povre and old 
Kythe your almesse on me povre wrecche 
‘ Nay than,’ quod he, ‘ the foule feen 
me fecche 161 

If I th’excuse, though thou shul be spilt ' 
‘Alas,’ quod she, ‘god woot, I have n 
gilt ’ 

‘Pay me,’ quod he, ‘or by the swet 
semte Anne, 

As I wol here awey thy newe panne 
For dette, which that thou owest me 0 
old, 161 

Whan that thou madest thyn housbom 
cokewold, 

I payde at hoom for thy correccioun ’ 

‘ Thou lixt,’ quod she, ‘ by my sava 
cioun ’ (32c 

Ne was I never er now, widwe ne wyf, 
Somoned un-to your court in al my lyf , 
No never I nas but of my body trowe ’ 162 
Un-to the devel blak and rough of hewe 
Yeve I thy body and my panne also ’ ’ 
And whan the devel herde hir cursen s 
Up-on hir knees, he seyde in this manor f 
‘ Now Mabely, myn owene moder dere, 162 
Is this your wil in ernest, that ye seye ? ’ 
‘ The devel,’ quod sho) ‘ so fecche hin 
er he deye, (33c 

And panne and al, but he wol him re 
pente * ’ 1621 

‘ Nay, olde stot, that is nat myn entente, 
Quod this Somnour, ‘ for to reponte me. 
For any thing that I have had of thee , 

I wolde I hadde thy smok and even 
clooth * ’ 

‘ Now, brother,’ quod the devel, ‘ be na 
wrooth , 

Thy body and this panne ben myno b-' 
right 163 

Thou shalt with me to belle yet to-night 
Where thou shalt knowen of our privete< 
More than a maister of divinitee ’ (340 

And with that word this foule feend hin 
hente , i63< 

Body and soule, he with the devel went< 
Wher-as that somnours ban hir heritage 
And god, that maked after his image 
Mankinds, save and gyde us alle anc 
some , 
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And levG this Somnour good man to 
hicome ’ 

Lordinges, I coude han told yow, quod 
this Freie, 1641^ 

Hadde I had leyser for this Somnour here, 
Aftertho text of Crist [and] Poul and J ohn, 
And of our otheie doctours many oon, 
Swiche peynes, that your hortes mighte 

agryse, (35 0 

A 1 be-it so, no tonge may devyse, 1650 
Thogh that I mighte a thousand wmter 
telle, 

The peyne of thilke cursed hous of helle 
But, for to kepe us fio that curbed place, 
"Waketh, and prc^eth Jesu for Ins grace 


So kepe us fro the temptour Sathanas i6'55 
Herketh this word, both war as in this 
cas, 

The leoun sit in his await alway 
To slee the innocent, if that he may (360) 
Disposeth ay your hertes to withstonde 
The feend, that yow wolde make thral 
and bonde 1660 

He may nat tempten yow over your might , 
For Crist wol be your champion and 
knight 

And prayeth that thise Somnours hem 
repen te 

Of hir misdedes, er that the feend hem 
hente 


Here endeth the Freres tale 


THE SOMNOUR’S PROLOGUE 

The prologe of the Somnours Tale 


Tins Somnour in his stiropes hye stood , 
Up-on this Frere his lierte was so wood, 
That lyk an asiien leei he quook for yre 
‘ Lordinges,’ quod he, ‘ but o thing I 
desyre , 

1 30W biseke that, ot your curteisye. 

Sin ye han herd this false Frere lye, 1670 
As suffcreth me I may my tale telle ’ 

This Frere bosteth that he knoweth hello. 
And god it woot, that it is litel wonder , 
Freres and feendes been but lyte a sondei 
For pardee, ye han ofte tymo herd telle. 
How that a frere ravisshed was to helle 
In spiiit ones by a visioun , (13) 1O77 

And as an angel ladde him up and doun. 
To shewen him the poj nes that ther were. 
In al the place saugh he nat a frere , 16S0 
Of other folk ho saugh y-nowe in wo 
Un-to this angel spak the frere tho 

IT 


“Now, sii,” quod he, “ han freres swioh 
a grace (19) 

That noon of hem slial come to this place ? ” 
“ Yis,” quod this angel, “ many a mil- 
lioun > ” 16S5 

And un-to Sathanas ho ladde lum doun 
“ And now hath Sathanas,” seith he, 
“ a tayl 

Brodder than of a carrik is the sa\l 
Hold up thy tayl, thou Sathanas ’ ” quod 
he, 1689 

‘ ‘ Showe forth thyn ers, and lat the frere see 
Wher IS the nest ot fieres in this place 
And, er that half a fuilong-wey of space. 
Right so as boos out swarmen from an 
hyve. 

Out of the develes ers thergonne dryve(3o) 
Twenty thousand freres in a route, 1695 
And thurgh-out helle swarmeden aboute 

5 



588 


e €an(eir8ur^ 


[t 7279-734= 


And comen agayn, as faste as they may 

And in his ers they crepten e\ erichon 
He clapte his tayl agayn, and lay fill stiUe 
This frere, whan he loked hadde his fille 
Upon the torments of this sory place, 1701 
His spiiit god restoied of his giace 


Un-to his body agayn, and he awook , 
But natheles, for fere yet ho quook, (40) 
So was the develes ers ay in his minde, 
That is his heritage of verray kinde iyo 6 
God save yow alle, save this cursed 
Frere , 

My prologe wol I ende in this manere ’ 


Here endeth the Prologe of the Somnours Tale 


THE SOMNOURS TALE 


Here biginneth the 

Lori>ingfs, thcr is in Yoikshuc, as I 
gesse, 

A mersshy contreo called Holdernesso, 

In which ther wente a bmitour aboute, 171 1 
To preohe, and eek to begge, it is no doute 
And so bifel, that on a day this frere 
Had preched at a chirohe m his manere. 
And specially, aboven every thing, 1715 
Excited he the peple in his preching 
To trentals, and to yeve, for goddes sake, 
Wher-with men mighten holy houses 
make, (10) 

Ther as div3me service is honoured, 

Nat ther as it is wasted and devoured, 1720 
Ne ther it nedeth nat for to be yive. 

As to possessioners, that mowen live, 
Thanked be god, in wele and habundaunce 
‘ Trentals,’ seyde he, ‘ deliveren fio pen- 
aunce 1724 

Hir freendes soules, as wel olde as yonge. 
Ye, whan that they been hastily y-songe , 
Nat for to holde a preest joly and gay. 

He singeth nat but o masse in a day , (20) 
Delivereth out,’ quod he, ‘anon the souh s , 
Ful hard it is with fleshhook or with oules 
To been y-clawed, or to brenne or bake , 
Now spede yow hastily, for Cristes sake ’ 
And whan this frere had scyd al his 
entente. 

With qut cumpatre forth his wey he wente 


Somonour his Tale 

Whan folk in chirche had yeve him 
what hem leste, 17^5 

He wente his wey, no lengir wolde he 
reste. 

With scrippe and tipped staf, y-tukked 
hye , (2 q) 

In eveiy hous he gan to poure and prye, 
And beggeth mele, and chese, or elles corn 
His felawe hadde a staf tipped with horn, 
A peyre of tables al of yvory, 1741 

And a poyntel polisshod fctisly. 

And wroot the names alwey, as he stood, 
Of alle folk that yaf him any good, 1 744 
Ascaunces that he wolde for hem preye 
‘ Yeve us a busshel whete, malt, or reye, 
A goddes kechil, or a trip of chese. 

Or elles what yow list, we may nat chose , 
A goddes halfpeny or a masse-peny, (41) 
Or yeve us of your brawn, if ye have eny , 
A dagon of your blanket, leve dame, 1751 
Our suster dere, lo ’ here I write your name , 
Bacon or beef, or swich thmg as ye finde ’ 
A sturdy harlot wente ay hem bihinde. 
That was hir hostes man, and bar a sak, 
And what men yaf hem, leyde it on hug 
bak 1 756 

And whan that he was out at dore anon, 
He planed awey the names evenchon (150) 
That he bifom had writen in his tables , 
He served hem with nyfles and with fables 
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‘Nay, ther thou lixt, thou Somnour,’ 
quod the Frere 1761 

‘Pees,’ quod our Host, ‘for Cristes 
moder dere , 

Tel forth thy tale and spare it nat at al ’ 
Sothryvel, quod this Somnour, sol shal — 
So longe he wente hous by hous, til he 
Cam til an hous ther he was wont to be 
itefresshed more tlian in an hundred 
placis ,767 

Sik lay the gode man, whos that the place 
IS , (60) 

Bedrede up-on a couche lowe he lay 
^ Deua quod he, ‘O Thomas, treend, 
good day,’ 1770 

Seyde this frere curteisly and softe 
‘ Thomas,’ quod he, ‘ god yelde yow ’ ful 
olto 

Have I up-on this bench faren ful weel 
Here have I eten many a mery meel , 

And fro the bench he drool awoy the cat, 
And loydo adoun his potente and his hat. 
And eok his scxippe, and sette him softe 

adoun 1777 

His feiawe was go walked m-to toun, (70) 
Forth with his knave, in to that host^ye 
Whor-as ho shoop lum thilke night to lye 
‘ O dere maistor,’ quod this syke man, 

‘ How han yo fare sith that March bigan ? 
I saugh yow noght this lourtenight or 
more ’ 

‘ God woot,’ quod he, ‘ laboured have I ful 
soi-e , 

And specially, for thy savacioun 1785 

Have I seyd many a precious onsoun, 

And for our othere frendes, god hem 
blesse ' 

I have to-day heen at your chirohe at 
messo, (80) 

And scyd a sermon after my simple wit, 
Nat al after the text ot holy writ , 1790 

For it IS hard to yow, as I suppose. 

And therfore wol I tcche yow al the glose 
Glosinge is a glorious thing, certeyn, 

For lettro sleeth, so as we clerkes seyn 
Ther have I taught hem to be charitable, 
And spende hir good; ther it is resonable, 
And ther I saugh our dame, a’ wher 
IS she ? ’ (89) 1797 

‘ Yond in the yerd I trowe that she be,’ 
Seyde this man, ‘ and she wol come anon ’ j 


‘ Ey, maister ’ wel-come be ye, by seint 
John'’ jSoo 

Seyde this wyf, ‘ how fare ye hertely ? ’ 
The frere aryseth up ful curteisly, 

And hir embraceth in his armes narwe, 
And kiste hir swete, and chirketh as 
a sparwe 

With his lippes ‘ dame,’ quod he, ‘right 

1805 

As he that is your servant every deel 
Thanked be god, that yow yaf soule and lyf, 
Yet saugh I nat this day so fe,ir a wyf ( loo) 
In al the chirche, god so save me ' ’ 

‘ Ye, god amende defautes, sir,’ quod she, 

‘ Algates wel-come be ye, by my fey ”1811 
‘ Graunt mercy, dame, this have I founde 
alwey 

But of your grete goodnesse, by your 
love, 

I wolde prey yow that ye nat yow greve, 

1 wol with Thomas speke a litel throwe 
Thise curats been ful necligent and slowe 
To grope tendrely a conscience (109) 1817 
In shrift, in preching is my dihgence, 
And studie m Petres wordes, and m Poules 
I walke, and fisshe Cristen mennes soules, 
To yelden Jesu Crist his propre rente , 1821 
To sprodo his woid is set al myn en 
tente ’ 

‘ Now, by your leve, o dere sir, ’ quod she, 

‘ Chydeth him weol, for geinte Tnnitee 
He is as angry as a pissemyre, 1825 

Though that he ha\e al that he can 
de83^e 

Though I him wrye a-night and make 
him warm, (119) 

And on hym leye my leg outher myn arm, 
He groneth lyk our boor, lyth in our sty 
Other desport right noon of him have I , 

I may nat plese him in no manor cas ’ 

‘ O Thomas ’ Je vous Th<nua8 ’ 
Thomas ' 

This maketh the feend, this moste ben 
amended 

Ire IS a thing that hye god defended, 1854 
And ther-of wol I speke a wxxrd or two ’ 

‘ Now maister,’ quod the wyf, ‘ er that 
I go, 

What wol ye dyne ? I wol go ther>-al>oute,’ 

‘ Now dame,’ quod he, ‘ Je voh 9 dy sows 
doute^ 
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Have I nat of a capon but tlie livere, 

\nd of your softe breed nat but a shivere, 
ind after that a rested pigges heed, 1841 
But that I nolde no beest for me were 
deed), 

rhanne hadde I with yow hoomly suffi- 
saunce 

[ am a man of htel sustenaunce 
W[y spirit hath his fostring in the Bible 
The body is ay so recly and penyble 1846 
To wake, that my stomak is destroyed 
prey yow, dame, ye be nat anoyed, (140) 
rhough I so freendly jow my conseil 
shewe , 1849 

3 y god, I wolde nat telle it but a fewe ’ 

‘ Now, sir,’ quod she, ‘ but o word er I go , 
»fy child is deed with/-inne thise wykes 
two, 

lone after that ye wente out of this toun ’ 
‘ His deeth saugh I by rcvclacioun,’ i8!;4 
»eith this frere, ‘ at hoom in our dortour 
dar wel seyn that, er that half an hour 
Liter his deeth, I saugh him born to blisse 
n myn avisioun, so god me wisse * (iso) 
lO dide our se\teyn and our hrmerei, 
'hat han been trewe freres fifty yeei , 
'hey may now, god be thanked of his 
lone, 1861 

laken hir jubilee and walke allone 
Lud up I roos, and al our covent eke, 

V"ith many a tere triklmg on my cheke, 
Vithouten noyso or clatermge of belles , 

(S deum was our song and no thing elles, 
ave that to Crist I scyde an orisoun, 
hankinge him of his revelacioun (160) 

'or sir and dame, trusteth mo right weel, 
lur orisons been more effectueel, 1870 

nd more we seen of Cristes secreo thinges 
han burel folk, al-though they weren 
kinges 

STe live in povert and in abstinence, 
nd burel folk in richesse and despenco 
f mete and drinke, and in hir foul delyt 
Ve han this worldes lust al in despy t 
azar and Dives liveden diversly, 1877 

nd diverse guerdon haddenthey ther-by 
7 ho-so wol preye, he moot faste and bo 
dene, (171) 1879 

nd fatte his soule and make his body lene 
7e fare as seith th ’apostle , cloth and fode 
ifi^ysen us, though they be nat ful gode 


The clennesse and the fastinge of us freres 
Maketh that Crist accepteth our preyeros 
Lo, Moyses fourty dayes and fourty 
night 1885 

Fasted, er that the heighe god of might 
Spak with him in the mountain of Sinay 
With empty wombe, fastinge many a day, 
Receyved he the lawe that was writen (181) 
With goddes finger , and Elie, wel y e 
witen, 1S90 

In mount Oreb, er he hadde any speche 
With hye god, that is oui l\ves leche. 

He fasted longe and was in contemplaunco 
Aaron, that hadde the temple in govein- 
aunce, 1894 

And eek the othere preestes everichon, 

In to the temple whan they sholde gon 
lo preye for the poi)le, and do sorvyso. 
They nolden dnnken, in no maner wjse, 
No drinke, which that mightehem dronko 
make, (191) 1S99 

But there in abstinence preye and wake. 
Lest that they deyden , tak hoed what 
I soye 

But they be sobre that for the peplo preye, 
War that I seye , namore ’ foritsuffysoth 
Our lord Jesu, as holy writ devyseth, 1904 
Yaf us ensample of fastinge and preyeres 
Therfor we mendinants, we sely freres. 
Been wedded to poverte and continence, 
To charitee, humblesso, and abstinence. 
To persecucion for rightwisnesse, (201) 1909 
To wepingo, misericordo, and clennesse 
And therfor may ye see that our preyeres — 
I Speke of us, we mendinants, we freres — 
Ben to the hye god more acceptable 
lhan youres, with your festes at the table 
Fro Paradys first, if I shal nat lye, 1915 
Was man out chaced for his glotonye , 
And chaast was man in Paiadys, certcyn 
But herkne now, Thomas, what I shal 
seyn (aiu) 

I ne have no text of it, as I suppose. 

But I shall finde it in a maner glose, 1920 
That specially our swete lord J esus 
Spak this by freres, whan he soyde thus 
“ Blessed be they that iiovre in spirit 
been ” 

And so forth al the gospel may ye seen, 
Wher it be lyker our professioun, 1925 

Or hirs that swimmen in possessioun 



a 7^09-7586] 


D ^omnouve Zate. 


591 


Fy on hir pompe and on hir glotonye ’ 
And for hir lewednosse I hem diiFye (220) 
Me thmketh they ben ]yk Jovinian, 

Fat as a whale, and walkmge as a swan , 
A1 vinolent as hotel in the spenoe 1931 
Hir preyer is of ful gret reverence , 

Whan they for sonles seye the psalm of 
Davit, 

Lo, “bnf’” they soye, “cor meum eruc~ 
tavtt ' ” 

W^io folweth Cristes gospel and his fore, 
But we that humble been and chast and 
pore, 1936 

W’erkers of goddes woid, not auditours ? 
Therfore, right as an hauk up, at a 
sours, (230) 

Up spiingeth in-to their, right so prayeres 
Of charitable and chaste bisy Ireres 1940 
Maken hir sours to goddes eres two 
Thomas ’ Thomas ’ so mote I ryde or go. 
And by that lord that clepid is soint Yve, 
Neie thou our brother, sholdestou nat 
thrj\o* 1944 

In our cliapitie pra've we day and night 
To Cl 1st, that he thee sende hele and 
miglit. 

Thy body for to wolden hastily ’ 

‘ God woot,’ quod, he, ‘ no thing ther-of 
fele I , (240) 

As help me Crist, as T, in fewe yeres, 1949 
Han spended, up on dy\ors manor fieres, 
Ful many a pound , yet fare I never the 
bet 

Corteyn, my good have I almost biset 
I arwcl, my gold ' for it is al ago ’ ’ 

The frere answerde, ‘ 0 Thomas, dostow 
so? 19S4 

What nedeth -yow diverse freres seclie ? 
What nedeth him that hath a parfit leche 
To sechen othere leches in the toun ? 
Your inconstance is your contusiouii (2t;o) 
Holde ye than me, or elles our co\ent, 

To praye for yow ben insufficient ? i960 

Thomas, that jape ms nat worth a myto , 
\our maladye is for we han to lyte 
“ A ’ yif that covont half a quarter otes ’ ” 
‘ A ’ yit that covent four and twenty 
grotcs ’ ” 

“ A ’ yif that frere a peny, and lat him 
go ' ” 1963 

Nay, nay, Thomas ’ it may no-thing be so 


What IS a forthing worth parted in twelve ? 
Lo, ech thing that is oned in him-selve 
Is more strong than whan it is to- 
scatered (261) 

Thomas, of me thou shalt nat been y 
flatered , 1970 

Thou woldest han our labour al for noght 
Tlio bye god, that al this world hath 
wroght, 

Seith that the weikman worthy is his 
hyre 

Thomas ’ noght of your tresor I desyre 
As for mv-self, but that al our covent 1975 
To preye for yow is ay so diligent. 

And for to builden Cristes owene chirche 
Thomas ’ if ye w ol lernen for to wirche, 
Of buildinge up of chirches may yo 
finde (271) 

If it be good, in Thomas lyf of Inde 1980 
1 e lye heer, ful of anger and of vre. 

With which the dovel set your herte 
a-fyre. 

And chyden heer this sely innocent, 

Your wyf, that is so mcke and pacient 
And therfor, Thomas, trowe mo if thee 
leste, 198'? 

No strive nat with thy wyf, as for thy 
bcste , 

And her this wordawey now, by thyfeith, 
Touchmge this tiling, lo, what the wyso 
seith (280) 

“ With-in thyn hous ne be thou no leoun , 
To thy subgits do noon oppicssioun , 1990 
Ne make thyne aque3 ntances nat to flee ” 
And Thomas, yet eft-sones I charge thee, 
Be war fiom hir that in thy bosom slope th , 
War fro the serpent that so slyly crepeth 
Under the gras, and stmgeth subtilly 1995 
Be w ar, my sone, and herkne jmcientH , 
That twenty thousand men han lost hir 
Ijves, 

For str\ ving with hir lommans and hir 
w\ \ es (iqo') 

Now sith ye han so holy and moke a wyf, 
W^hat nedeth yow, Thomas, to maken 
stryf? 2000 

Ther ms, y-wis, no serpent so cruel, 
WTian man tiet on his tayl, ne half so fel 
As womman is, whan she hath caught 
an ire , 

Vengeance is thanne al that they desyre 
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Ire IS a smne, oon of the grete of sevene, 
Abhominable i n-to the god of hevene , 
And to him-self it is destniocion. 

This every lewed viker or peison (^00) 
Can seyc, how Ire engendreth homicyde 
Ire IS, in sooth, execiitour of pryde aoio 
I coude of Ire seye so muche sorwe. 

My tale sholdo laste til to-morwe 
And thorfor preye I god bothe day and 
night, 2013 

An irons man, god sonde him litel might ’ 
[t IS greet harm and, certos, gret pitee. 
To Bette an irons man in heigh degree. 

Whilom ther was an irons potestat. 

As seith Senek, that, dnringe his cstaat, 
[Jp-on a day ont riden knightes two, (3 1 1 ) 
And as fortune wolde that it were so, 2020 
That oon of hem cam hoom that other 
noght 

Anon the knight bifore the jnge is broght. 
That soyde thus, “ thou hast thy felawe 
slayn, 

For which I deme thee to the deeth, cer- 
tayn ” 

And to another knight comanded he, 2025 
‘ Go lede him to the deeth, I c harge tin ( ” 
And happed, as they wente by the wcye 
Toward the place ther he sholde deye, 

The knight cam, which men wenden had 
be deed (321) 

rhanne thoughtc they, it was the bestc 
reed, 2030 

To lede hem bothe to the Jnge agayn 
[hey seiden, “lord the knight ne hath 
nat slayn 

tlis felawe , here he standeth hool alyve ” 
‘ Ye shul be deed,” quod he, “ so moot T 
thryve ’ 

That 19 to seyn, bothe oon, and two, and 
three ’ ” 203*^ 

And to the firste knight right thus spak he, 

‘ I dompned thee, thou most algate be 
deed 

And thou also most nodes lese thyn heed, 
For thou art cause why thy felawe deyth ” 
And to the thndde kniglit right thus he 
seyth, (332) 2040 

‘ Thou hast nat doon that I comanded 
thee ” 

And thus he dide don sleen hem alle three 
Iroxxs Oambyses was eek dronkelewe, 


And ay delyted him to been a shrewe 
And so bifel, a lord of his meynee, 204<; 
That lovede vertuous moralitee, 

Seyde on a day bitwix hem two right thus 
“ A lord IS lost, if he be yieious , (340) 

And dronkenessG is eek a foul record 
Of any man, and namely in a lord 2050 
Thor is ful many an eye and many an ere 
Awaiting on a lord, and he noot where 
For goddes love, drink more attemprely , 
Wyn maketh man to losen wrecchedly 
His mmde, and eek his limes everichon ” 
“The rovers shaltou so, ’’quod Ik, “ anon , 
And preve it, by thyn owene experience. 
That wyn ne dooth to folk no swicli 
offence (3 30) 2058 

Thor is no wyn bireveth me my might 
Of hand ne foot, ne of myn ej^n sight ” — 
And, fordespyt, he drank ful muchol more 
An hondred part than he had doon bifore , 
And right anon, this irous cursed wrecche 
Leet this knightes sone bifore him fecche, 
Gomandinge him he sholdo bifore him 
stonde 2063 

And sodeynlv he took his bowe in honde, 
And up tlic strong he pulled to his ore. 
And with an arwe he slow the child right 
there (360) 

“ Now whether have T a siker hand or 
noon ? ” 

Quod he, “is al my might and mindo 
agoon ? 2070 

Hath wyn biicvod me m\n oven sight ? ” 
What sholde I telle th’answere of the 
knight ? 

Hissone was slayn, ther is na-more to se-v o 
Beth war therfor with lordes howj^eployc 
Singeth PlacehOy and I shal, if I can, 2073 
But-if it be un-to a povre man 
To apovre man men sholde hiso vyces telh , 
But nat to a lord, thogh he sholde go to 
belle (370) 

Lo irous Cirus, thiike Percien, 

How he destroyed the river of Gysen, 2080 
For that an hors of his was dreynt ther- 
inne. 

Whan that he wente Babiloigne to winne 
He made that the river was so smal, 

That wommen mighte wade it over-al 
Lo, what seyde he, that so wel teche can? 
“ Ne be no felawe to an irous man, 2086 
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Ne with no wood man walke by the weye, 
Lest thee repente , ” ther is na-more to 
seye (380) 

Now Thomas, love brother, lef thyn ire , 
Thou shalt me findo as just as is a squire 
Hold natthedevelesknyf ay at thyn herte , 
Tliyn angre dooth thee al to sore smerte , 
But shewe to me al thy confessioun ’ 

‘ Nay,’ quod the syke man, ‘ by Seint 
Simoun ’ 2094 

I have bo shriven this day at my curat , 

I have him told al hooUy myn estat , 
Nedeth na-more to speke of it,’ seith he, 

‘ But if me hst of mjm humilitee ’ (390) 

‘ Yif me thanne of thy gold, to make 
our cloistre,’ 

Quod he, ‘ for many a muscle and many 
an oistre, 2icx) 

Whan other men han ben ful wol at eyse, 
Hath been our fode, our cloisti e for to reyse 
And yet,godwoot,unnetho thefundement 
Parfourned is, ne of our pavement 2104 
Nis nat a tylo yet with-inne our wones , 
By god, we owen fourty pound for stones ' 
Now help, Thomas, for him that harwed 
helle ' 

For dies moste we our bokos selle (400) 
And if ye lakke our predicaoioun, 2109 
Than gooth the world al to destruccioun 
For who-so wolde us fro this world bireve. 
So god me save, Thomas, by your leve, 

H(^ wolde bireve out of this woild the sonne 
For who can teche and werchen as we 
conne? 2114 

And that is nat of litel tyme,’ quod he , 

‘ But feith that Elie was, 01 Elisoe, 

Han freics been, that hnde I of record. 

In chaiitee, y-thanked be our lord (410) 
Now Thomas, help, for seinte Chantee ’ ’ 
And doun anon ho sette him on his knee 
This syke man wex wel ny wood for ire , 
He wolde that the freie had been on-fire 
With his false dissimulacioun 
‘ Swich thing as is m my possessioun,’ 
Quod he, ‘ that may I yeven, and non 
other 2I2S 

Ye soy mo thus, how that I am your 
brother ? ’ 

‘ Ye, certes,’ quod the frere, ‘ trusteth 
weel , 

I took our dame our lettre with our seel ’ 


‘ Now wel,’ quod he, ‘ and som-what 
shal I yive (421) 

Un-to your holy oovent whyl I live, 2130 
And m thyn hand thou shalt it have 
anoon , 

On this condicioun, and other noon, 

That thou departe it so, my dere brother. 
That every frere have also muche as other 
This shaltou swere on thy professioun, 
With-outen fraude or cavillacioun ’ 2136 
‘ I swere it,’ quod this frere, * upon my 
feith > ’ 

And ther-with-al his hand in his he leith 
‘ Lo, heer my feith ’ in me shal be no lak ’ 
‘ Now thanne, put thyn hand doun by 
my bak,’ (432) 2140 

Seyde this man, ‘ and grope wel bihinde , 
Bynethe my buttok ther shaltow finde 
A thing that I have hid in privetee ’ 

‘ A ’ ’ thoghte this frere, ‘ this shal go 
with me ’ ’ 

And doun his hand he launcheth to the 
clifte, 2145 

In hope for to finde ther a yifte (438) 

And wh m this syke man felte this frere 
Aboute his tuwel grope there and here, 
Amidde his hand he leet the frere a fart 
Ther ms no capul, drawinge m a cart, 21 so 
That mighte ha\e lete a fart of swich 
a soun 

The frere up stirte as doth a wood 
leoun 

‘ A ’ false clierl,’ quod he, ‘ for goddes 
bones, 

Tins hastow for desi^yt doon, for the 
nones ’ 

Tliou shalt abye this fart, if that I may ’’ 
His meynee, whiche that herden this 
affray, 21 36 

Cam lepinge in, and chaced out the frere , 
And foiidi he gooth, with a ful angry 
chere, (450) 

And fette his felawe, ther-as lay his stoor 
He looked as it were a wilde boor , 2160 

He grinte with his teeth, so was he wrooth 
A sturdy pas doun to the court he gooth, 
Wher-as ther woned a man of greet 
honour, 

To whom that he was alwey confeasour , 
This worthy man w as lord of that village 
This frere cam, as he were in a rage, 2166 



>4 


Cafes. 


7749-78:0 


her-as this lord sat oting at liis bord 
inethes mighte the frere spelvo a word, 
L atte laste he seyde ‘ god yow see ’ ’ (461 ) 
rhis lord gan loke, and seide, '‘hen'~ 
cite ^ 2170 

hat, frere John, what manor world is 
this? 

fee wel that som thing ther is amis 
) loken as the wode were ful of thevis, 
t doun anon and tel me what your 
greef is, 

id it shal been amended, if I may ’217'^ 
‘ I have,’ quod he, ‘ had a despy t this day, 
)d yelde yow ’ adoun in your village, 
lat m this world is noon so povre a page, 
lat he nolde have abhominacioun (471) 
that I have receyved in your toun 2180 
id yet ne greveth me no-thing so sore, 

I that this olde cherl, with lokkes hore, 
asphemed hath our holy covent eke ’ 

‘ Now, maister,’ quod this lord, ‘ I yow 
biseke ’ 

‘No maister, sire,’ quod he, ‘but servi- 
tour, 2i8tj 

logh I have had in scole swich honour 
)d lyketh nat that “Raby ” men us calh , 
‘ither in market ne in your large hallo ’ 
‘ No fors,’ quod he, ‘ but tel me al your 
grief’ (481) 

‘ Sire,’ quod this frere, ‘ an odious mes- 
chief 2190 

us day bitid is to myn ordro and me, 
id so per conaequens to ech degree 
holy clurche, god amende it sone ’ ’ 
‘Sir,’ quod the lord ‘ je woot what is 
to done 

stempre yow noght, ye be my con- 
fessour, 219^ 

i been the salt of the erthe and the 
savour 

►r goddes love your paciencc vo holdo , 

1 me your grief ’ and he anon him 
tolde, (490) 

; ye han herd biforn, ye woot wel what 
The lady of the hous ay stille sat, 2200 
1 she had herd al what the frere sayde 
'y> goddes modor,’ quod she, ‘blisful 
mayde ' 

ther oght elles ? telle mo feithfully ’ 

‘ Madame,’ quod he, ‘how thinkelh yow 
her-by?’ 


‘ How that me thinketh ? ’ quod she , 
‘ so god mo speede, 2205 

I seye, a cherl hath doon a cherles dedt 
What shold I seye? god lat him never 
thee ’ 

His syke heed is ful of vanitee, (ejoo) 

I hold him in a manor frenesye ’ 

‘ Madame,’ quod he, ‘ by god I shal nat 
lye, 2-.ro 

But I on other weyes may be wreke, 

I shal diifame him ovor-al ther I speke, 
This false blasphemour, that charged mo 
To parte that wol nat departed bo, 

To every man y-liche, w ith meschaunce ' 
The lord sat stille as he were in a 

traunce, 2-16 

And in his herte he rolled up and doun 
‘ How hadde this cherl imaginacioun (510) 
To shewe swich a problemo to the frere ^ 
Never erst er nowherde I of swich matere , 
I trowe the devel putte it in his minde 
In ars-motryke shal ther no man hndo, 
Bifom this daj , of swicb a questioun 
Who sholde make a demonstracioun, 
That oveiy man sholde have j-licho lus 
pait 22-:; 

As of the soun or savour of a fart ? (518; 

0 nyce proude cherl, I shrewo his face ’ 
Lo, sires,’ quod the lord, with haide grace, 

‘ Who ever hei de of swich a thing er now ? 
To every man y-lyko ? tel me how 22 ^o 
It IS an inpossible, it may nat bo ’ 

Fv, nyce cherl, god lete him nevei thee * 
The rumblinge of a f irt, and every soun 
Nis but of eir reverberacioun, 2234 

And ever it wasteth lyte and I3 te awey 
Tlier IS no man can demen, by my fej , 

If that it were departed equally 
What, lo, my cherl, lo, yet how shrewedly 
Un-to my confessour to-day ho spak * 

1 holde him certeyn a demoniak ’ 2240 

Now ete your mete, and lat the cherl go 

pleye, 

Lat him go hongo himself, a devel weyo ’ ’ 
Now stood the lordos squyer at the bord. 
That carf his mete, and horde, word by 
word, 2244 

Of alle thinges of which I have yow sayd 
‘ My lord,’ quod he, ‘ be ye nat yvel apa>d , 
I coude telle, for a goune-clooth, 

To yow, sir freie, so ye be nat wrooth, (540) 
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How that this fart sholde even deled be 
Among your covent, if it lyked mo ’ 22«;o 
‘Tel,’ quod the lord, ‘and thou shalt 
have anon 

A. goune-cloth, by god and by Seint J ohn ’ ’ 
‘ My lord,’ quod he, ‘ whan that the 
weder is fair, 

With-outen wind or perturbinge of air, 
Lat bringo a cartwheel here in-to tins 
halle, 2255 

But loke that it have his spokes alle 
Twolf spokes hath a cartwheel comunh 
And bring me than twelf treres, woot ye 
Mhy? (S50) 

For thrittono is a covent, ns I gesse 
Ihe confcssour heer, foi Ins worthinesse, 
Shal parfouino uj) the nombre of his 
co\ont 2261 

Til in shel they knele doun, by oon assent. 
And to eveiy spokes ende, in this mancre, 
Ful sadly leyo Ins nose shal a fiere 
Youi noble confessour, ther god him save, 
Shal holdo Ins nose upiiglit, under the 
na\ e 2266 

Thin shal this clierl, -svith btl^ stif and 
toght 

As iny taboui, hider been y-broght , (sdo) 
And setto linn on the wheel right of tins 
ciit, 2-69 

Upon the na-ve, and make him leto a fart 


And ye shul seen, up peril of my lyf, 

By prevo which that is demonstratif, 
That equally the soun of it wol wende, 
And eek the stink, un-to the spokes 
ende , 

Save that this worthy man, your con- 
fessour, 2275 

By-cause he is a man of greet honour, 
Shal have the firste fruit, as reson is , 
The noble usage of freres yet is this, (^70) 
The worthy men of hem shul first be 
served , 2279 

And certeinly, he hath it weel deserved 
He hath to-day taught us so muohel good 
With preching in the pulpit ther he stood. 
That I may vouche-sauf, I sey for mo. 

He hadde the firste smcl of fartos three. 
And so wolde al Ins covent hardily , 2285 
Ho bereth him so faire and holily ’ 

Tlie lord, the lady, and ech man, save 
the frere, (S79) 

Soyde that Jankin spak, in this matere, 
As wel as Euclide or [as] Ptholomee 
Touchinge this cherl, they seyde, subtiltee 
And heigh wit made him speken as he 
spak , 2291 

He nis no fool, no no demoniak. 

And Jankin hathy-w onne a newe goune — 
My tale is doon we been almost at 
toune 2294 


Here endeth the Somnours Tale 
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THE CLERK’S PROLOGUE 


Here folweth the Prologe of 

‘Sir clerk of Oxenford,’ oiir lioste sayde, 
‘Ye ryde aa coy and stiUe as dooth a 
ina3^de, 

Were newe spoused, sitting at the bord , 
This day ne horde I of your tonge a word 
I trowe ye studie aboute som sophyme, 
But Salomon seith, “every thing hath 
tyme ” 

For goddes sake, as beth of bettre chere, 
It IS no tyme for to studien here 
Telle us som mery tale, by your fey , 

For what man that is entred in a pley, 10 
He nedes moot unto the pley assente 
But precheth nat, as freres doon in Lcnte, 
To make us for our olde sinnes wope, 

Ne that thy tale make us nat to slepe 
Telle us som mery thing of aventures , — 
Your termes, your colours, and youi 
figures, 16 

Kepe hem in stoor til so bo yo endyte 
Heigh style, as whan that men to kinges 
wryte 

Speketh so pleyn at this tyme, I yow preyc. 
That we may understonde what yo soye ' 
This worthy clerk benignely answerde, 
* Hoste,’ quod he, ‘ I am under your yerdo , 
Ye han of us as now the governaunce, 
And therfor wol I do yow obeisaunce, 

As fer as reson axeth, hardily 25 

I wol yow telle a tale which that I 
Lemed at Padowe of a worthy clerk, 

As preyed by his wordes and his werk 


the Clerkes Tale of Oxenford 

Ho IS now deed and nayled in his oheste, 
I prey to god so yeye his soule reste ’ 30 

Frauncey s Petrark, the laureat poete, 
Highte this clerk, whos rethoryke sweete 
Enlumiiied al Itaille of poetrye, 

As Liman dide of philosophye 
Or lawe, or other art particuler , 35 

j But deeth, that wol nat suffre us dwellen 
I hoor 

1 But as it were a twinkling of an yt , 

I Hem bothe hath sHyn, and alle shul we 
I <iy( 

But forth to tellen of this worthy man, 

' That tauglite me this tale, as I bigan, 40 
] I seye that first with heigh style he 
endyte th, 

1 Er ho the body ot his tale wryteth, 

I A proheme, in the which discryveth he 
I Pemond, and of Salucos the contree, 44 
I And speketh of Apennyn, the hiUes hyt, 

I That been the boundes of West Lum- 
I bardye, 

I And of Mount Vesulus in special, 
j Where as the Poo, out of a wclle smal, 

I Taketh his firsto springing and his sours, 
That cstward ay encresseth in his cours 50 
To Emelward, to Ferrare, and Vonyse 
The which a long thing wore to devyse 
And trewely, as to my jugement. 

Me tlunketh it a thing impertinent, 

Save that he wol conveyon his mat ere 
I But this his tale, which that ye may here ' 
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THE CLERKES TALE. 

Here biginneth the Tale of the Clerk of Oxenford 


Ther is, at the west syde of Itaille, 

Doun at the rote of Vesalus the colde, 

A lusty playno, habundaiit of \itaille, 
Wher manj a tour and toun thou mayst 
hiholde, 6o 

That founded were in tyme of fadrcs olde, 
And many another delitablo sighte, 

And Saluces this noble contree highte 

A markis whylom lord was of that londe 
As were his worthy eldres him bifore , 6^ 
And obeisant and redy to his honde (lo) 
Were alle his liges, bothe lasse and more 
Thus in delyt he liveth, and hath don> oie, 
Bdoved and drad, thurgh favour of foi- 
tune, 69 

Bothe of his loides and of his commune 

Therwith he was, to speke as of linage, 
The gentilleste y-born of Luinbardye, 

A fair persone, and strong, and yong of 
age, 

And ful of honour and of ourteisye , 
Discreet y-nogh his contree for to gye, 75 
Save in sommo thinges that he was to 
blame, (20) 

And Walter was this yongo lordes name 

I blame liim thus, that ho considereth 
iioght 78 

In tyme cominge what mighte him bityde, 
But on Ins lust piesent was al his thoght, 
As for to hauko and hunte on every syde , 
Wei ny alle othere cures leet he slyde. 
And eek lie nolde, and that was worst of 
alle, (27) 

Weddo no wyf, for noght that may bifallo 

Only that point his peple bar so sore, 8<; 
That flokmele on a day they to him wen to, 
And oon of hem, that wj^est was of lore 
Or elles that the lord best wolde assente 


That ho sholdo telle him what his peple 
mente, 89 

Or elles coude he slicwo wcl swich matere, 
He to the markis seyde as ye shul here 

‘ O noble markis, your humamtee 
Assureth us and yeveth us hardinesse, 

As ofte as tyme is of necessiteo 94 

That we to yow mowe telle our hevmesse 
Accepteth, lord, now for your gentillesse. 
That we with i)itous herte un-to yow 
pleyne, (41) 

And lete your eres nat my voys disdeyne, 

A 1 have I noght to done in this matere 
More than anbther man hath in this place, 
Yet for as muche as ye, xny lord so 
dere, 101 

Han alwey shewed me favour and grace, 

I dar the better aske of yow a space 
Of audience, to shewen our requeste, 

And ye, my lord, to doon right as yow 
leste 105 

For certes, lord, so wel us lyketh yow (50) 
And al your werk and ever han doon, 
that w e 

Ne coude nat us self devysen how 
We mighte liven m more fehoitoe, 

Save o thing, lord, if it j-oui wille be, 110 
That for to been awedde^lman yow leste. 
Than were your peple in sovereyn hertea 
reste 

Boweth your nekke under that blisful yok 
Of soveraynetee, noght of servyse, 

Which that men clepeth spousaille or 
w^edlok , 1 15 

And thenketh, lord, among >our thoghtes 
wyse, (60) 

How that our dayes passe in sondry wyse , 



598 




[t 7994-8069 


For though we slepe or -vv ake, or rome, or 
ryde, 

Ay fleoth the tyme, it nil no man abydo 

And though y our grene youth e floure as 
yit, 120 

In crepeth age alwey, as stille as stoon, 
And deeth manaceth o\ ery age, and smit 
In ech estaat, for ther escapeth noon 
And al so certein as we knowe echoon 
That we shul deye, as uncerteyn we alle 
Been of that day whan deeth shal on us 
falle (70) 126 

Accepteth than of us the trewo entente, 
That never yet refuseden your heste. 

And we wol, lord, if that ye wol assente, 
Chese yow a wyf in short tyme, atto leste. 
Born of the gentilleste and of the meste 
Of al this lend, so that it oghte some 
Honour to god and yow, as we can dome 

Deliver us out of al this bisy drede. 

And tak a wyf, for hye goddes sake , 

For if it so bifelle, as god forbede, (80) 
That thurgh your deeth your linage 
sholde slake. 

And that a straunge suocossour sholde 
take 

Your heritage, o ’ wo wore us aly\ o ♦ 
Wherfor we pray you hastily to wy vo ’ 140 

Hir meke preyere and hir pitous chere 
Made the markis herte han pitee 
‘ Ye wol,’ quod he, ‘ myn owene peple 
dere, 

To that I never erst thoghte streyno me 
I me rejoysed of my libertee, 14 

That selde tyme is founde in manage , (yo) 
Ther I was free, I moot been in sorvage 

But nathelees I see your trewe entente. 
And truste upon your wit, and have don ay , 
Wherfor of my free wil I wol assente ic;o 
To wedde me, as sone as ever I may 
But ther-as ye han profred me to-day 
To chese me a wyf, I yow relesse 
That choys, and prey yow of that profre 
cesse. ii;4 

For god it woot, that children ofte been 
Unlyk her worthy eldres hem bifore , ( 100) | 


Bountee comth al of god, nat of the streen 
Of which they been engendred and y-bore , 
I tiuste in goddes bountee, and therfore 
My manage and myn estaat and reste 160 
I him bitake , he may don as him leste 

Lat me alone in chesmge of my wryf, 

That charge up-on my bak I wol endure , 
But I yow prove, and ch arge up-on your lyf, 
That what wyf that I take, y 0 mo assure 
To worshipe hir, whyl that hii lyf may 
dure, (no) 166 

In word and work, bothe here and every- 
where. 

As she an emperoures doghter were 
And forthermore, this shal yo swore, that 

y© 

Agayn my choys shul neither grucche ne 
stryve , 170 

For sith I shal forgoon my libertee 
At your requeste, as ever moot 1 thryv e, 
Iher as myn herte is set, ther wol I wyvc , 
And but ye wolo assente in swich manere, 
I prey yow, spcketh na-more of this 
matere ’ (110)175 

With hertly wil they sworen, and assenten 
To al this tiling, ther seyde no w ight nay , 
Bisekmge him of grace, or that they 
wenten. 

That he wolde graunten hem a certein day 
Of his spousaillo, as sone as ever he may , 
For yet alwey the peple som-what dredde 
Lc st that this markis no wyf wolde wedde 

Ho grauntcd hem a day, swich as him 
leste, 

On which ho wolde be wedded sikeilj', 184 
And seyde, he dide al this at hir requeste , 
And they, with humble entente, buxomly, 
Knelingo up-on her knees ful reverently 
Him thanken alle, and thus they han an 
ende (13-) 

Of hir entente, and hoom agayn they 
wende 

And heer-up-on he to his officeros ip<3 
Comaundeth for the feste to purveye. 

And to his privee knightes and squyores 
Swich cliarge yaf, as him listo on hemleyo 
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And they to his comandement obeye, 
And ech of hem doth al his diligence 195 
To doon nn-to the feste reverence (140) 
Explicit prima pars 

Incipit secunda pars 

Noght fcr fro thilke palcys homirablo 
Thcr-as this markis shoop his manage, 
Ther stood a throp, of site delitable, 

In which that povre folk of that village :?oo 
Hadden hir bestes and liir herbergage, 
And of liir labour took hir sustenance 
After that th’erthe yaf hem habundance 

Amonges thise povre folk ther dwelte 
a man 

Which that vas holden povrest of hem 
alle , 20^^ 

But hye god som tyme senden can (150) 
His grace in to a htel oxes stalle 
Tanicula men of that throp him callo 
A doghter hadde he, fair y-nogh to sighte, 
And Grisildis this yonge mayden highte 

But for to speke of vertuous beautee, 211 
Than was she oon the faireste under 
sonno , 

For povreliclie y-fostred up was she, 

No likerous lust was thurgh hir herte 
y ronne , (158) 214 

Wcl ofter of the welle than of the tonne 
She drank, and for she w olde vertu plese, 
She knew wel labour, but non ydel ese 

But thogh this mayde tendre were of age, 
Yet m the brest of hir virgmitoe 
Ther was enclosed rype and sad corage , 
And in greet reverence and charitee 221 
Hir olde povre fader fostred she , 

A fewo sheep spinning on feeld she kepte. 
She v olde noght been ydel til she slepte 

And whan she lioomward cam, she wolde 
bringe 22s 

Wortes or otliere liorbes tymes ofte, (170) 
The whiche she shredde and soeth for hir 
livinge. 

And made hir bed ful harde and no-thmg 
softe , 

And ay she kepte hir fadies lyf on-lofte 
Withoverichoboisaunce and diligence 230 
That child may doon to fadres ro\ eronco 


Up-on Gnsilde, this povre creature, 

Ful ofte sythe this markis sette his y 6 
As he on hunting rood paraventure , 234 
And whan it fil that he mighte hir espye, 
He noght with wantoun loking of folye 
His y6n caste on hir, but in sad wyse (181) 
Up-on hir chere he wolde him ofte avyse, 

Commending in his herte hir womman- 
hede, 

And eek hir vertu, passing any wight 240 
Of so yong age, as wel in chere £is dede 
For thogh the peple have no greet insight 
In vertu, he considered ful right 
Hir bountee, and disposed that he wolde 
Wedde hir only, if ever he wedde sholde 

The day of wedding cam, but no wight 
can (190) 246 

Telle what womman that it sholde be , 

F or which merveille wondred many a man. 
And seyden, whan they were m privetee, 
‘ Wol nat our lord yet leve his vanitee ? 250 
Wol he nat wedde ? alias, alias the whyle ’ 
Why wol he thus him-self and us bigyle ? * 

But natheles this markis hath don make 
Of gemmes, set in gold and in asure, 
Broches and ringes, for Grisildis sake, 255 
And of hir clothing took he the mesure 
By a mayde, lyk to hir stature, (201) 
And eek of othere ornamentes alle 
That un-to swich a wedding sholde falle 

The tyme of undern of the same day 260 
Approcheth, that this wedding sholde be , 
And al the paleys put was in array, 

Bothe hallo and chambres, ech in his 
degree , 

Houses of office stuffed with plentee 264 
Ther maj’'stow seen of deyntevous vitaille, 
That may be founde, as ter as last ItaiUo 

Tins royal markis, richely arrayed, (211) 
Lordes and ladyes in his companye. 

The whiche unto the feste were y-prayed. 
And of his retenue the bachelrye, 270 
With many a soun of sondry melody e, 
Un-to the village, of the which I tolde, 

In tins array the righte wey han holde, 

Grisilde of this, god woot, ful innocent, 
That for hir shapen was al this airay, 275 
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To fecchen water at a weUe is went, (220) 
And cometh hoom as sone as ever she may 
For wel she hadde herd seyd, that thilke 
day 

The markis sholde wedde, and, if sh® 
mighte, 

She wolde fayn han seyn som of that 
sighte 280 

She thoghte, ‘ I wol with othere maydens 
stondo. 

That been my felawes, in our dore, and see 
The markisesse, and therfor wol I fonde 
To doon at hoom, as sone as it may be, 
The labour which that longeth nn-to me , 
And than I may at leyser hir biholde, 286 
If she this wey un-to the castel holde ’(-31) 

And as she wolde over hir threshfold goon, 
The markis cam and gan hir for to callo , 
And she set doun hir water-pot anoon 290 
Bisydo the threshfold, m an oxes stalle, 
And doun up-on hir knees she gan to falle. 
And with sad contcnance krieleth stille 
Til she had herd what wasthelordes willc 

This thoghtful markis spok un-to this 
mayde (239) 295 

Ful sobrely, and seyde in this manero, 

‘ Wher IS your fader, Gnsildis ? ’ he sayde, 
And she with reverence, in humble chere, 
Answerde, ‘ lord, he is al redy here ’ 

And in she gooth with-outen longer lette. 
And to the markis she hir fader fette 301 

He by the bond than took this olde man. 
And seyde thus, whan he him hadde 
asyde, 

* Jamcula, I neither may ne can 304 
Longer the plesance of myn horte hyde 
If that thou vouche-sauf, what-so bityde. 
Thy doghter wol I take, er that I wende. 
As for my wyf, un-to hir lyves ende (232) 

Thou lovest me, I woot it wel, certeyn. 
And art my feithful liga man y-bore , 310 
And al that lyketh me, I dar wel seyn 
It lyketh thee, and specially therfore 
Tel me that poynt that I have seyd bifore, 
If that thou wolt un-to that purpos drawe, 
To take me as for thy sono-m-lawe ? ’ 315 


This sodeyn cas this man astoned so, (260) 
That reed he wex, abayst, and al quaking 
He stood , unnetlies seyde he wordes mo, 
But only thus ‘ lord,’ quod he, ‘ my wil- 
ling 

Is as ye wole, ne ayeines your lyking 320 
I wol no-thing , ye be my lord so dore , 
Right as yow lust goveineth this matere ’ 

‘ Yet wol I,’ quod this markis softely, 

‘ That in thy chambre I and thou and she 
Have a collac ion, and wostow why 32=; 

For I wol axe if it liir wille be (270) 

To bo mv wyf, and renle hii aftei mo , 
And al this shal ho doon in thy presence, 
I wol noght spoke out of thyn audience ’ 

And in the chain bie whyl they were 
abouto 3 30 

Hir trttis, which as yo shal after here. 
The pcple cam un-to the hous with-oute, 
And wondrod hem in how honest manero 
And tentifly shekepto hu fader dere (278) 
But outcrly Giisildis wondie mighte, 335 
For never erst ne saugh she swich a siglito 

No wonder is thogh that she were astoned 
To seen so greet a gest come m that place , 
She never was to swiche gestes woned, 
For which she loked with ful pale face 
But shortly forth this tale for to chace, 
Thise am the wordes that the markis 
sayde 342 

To this benigno verray feithful mayde 

‘ Grisilde,’ he seyde, ‘ ye shul wel under- 
stonde 

It lyketh to your fader and to me 345 
That I yow wedde, and eek it may so 
stonde, (290) 

As I suppose, ye wol that it so be 
But thise demandos axe I first,’ quod he, 

‘ That, sith it shal be doon in hastif wyse, 
Wol ye assente, or elles yow avyse ? 350 

I seye this, be ye redy with good herte 
To al my lust, and that I frely may, 

As me best thinketh, do yow laugho or 
smerte, 

And never ye to gracohe it, night ne day ? 
And eek whan I sey “ye,” ne sey nat 
“nay,^ 355 



T 82^3-8305] 


E tMc0 tdfc, 


601 


Neither by word no frownmg contonance , 
Swer this, and here I swere our alliance ’ 

Wondring upon this word, ijuaking for 
di ede, (302) 

She soydo, ‘ lord, undigne and unworthy 
Am I to thilko honour th it ye me bede , 360 
But as ye wol your self, right so wol I 
And beer I swere that never willingly 
In work ne thoght I nil yow disobeye, 

For to be deed, though me were looth to 
deye ’ (308) 364 

‘ This IS y nogh, Grisildo myn ’ ’ quod he 
And forth he gooth with a ful sobre chere 
Out at the doro, and after that cam she, 
And to the peple he seyde in this manere, 

‘ This IS my wyf,’ quod he, ‘ that standeth 
hore 

Honouieth hir, and lovoth hir, I preyc, 
Wlio-so me loveth , ther is na more to 
seye ’ 

And for that no-thmg of hii olde gere 
She sholde biingc in to Ins hous, he bad 
Th it wonimeu sholdo dispoilcn hii right 
there , (318) 374 

Of wine h tliiso ladyos wore n it right gl id 
To handle Inr clothes wher-in she was clad 
But natheles this mayde bright of hewo 
Fio foot to heed they clothed ban il newe 

Hir lieres han tin y kembd, tliat lay un- 
ti essed 

Ful rudely, and with hir fingres smale 380 
A corono on hir heed they li in 3 dressi d, 
And sette hir ful of nowclns greto and 
smale , 

Of hir an ay what sholdo I make a tale ? 
Unnethe the peple hir know for hir fair- 
11 esse, 

Whan she translated was in swich ricli- 
esse. 383 

This markis hath hir spoused with a ring 
Broght for the same cause, and tlian hir 
sette (331) 

Up-on an hors, snow-whyt and wel am- 
bling, 

And to Ins paleys, er ho longer lette, 
With joyful peple that hir ladde and 
xnette, 390 


Conveyed hir, and thus the day they 
speude 

In revel, til the sonne gan descende 

And shortly forth this tale for to chace, 

I seye tliat to this newe markisesse 
God hath swich favour sent hir of his 
grace, 393 

Tliat it ne semed nat by lyklinesse (340) 
That she was born and fed in rudenesse. 
As in a cote or in an oxe-stalle, 

But norished in an emperouros halle 

To every wight she woxen is so dere 400 
And worshipful, that folk ther she was 
bore 

And from hir birthe knewe hir yeer by 
yero, 

Unnethe trowed they, but dorste han 
swore 

That to Janicle, of which I spak bifore. 
She doghter nas, for, as by conjecture, 405 
Hem thoughto she was another creature 

For thogh that ever vertuous was she, (351) 
She was encressed in swich excellence 
Of thewes gode, y-set in heigh bountee, 
And so discreet and fair of eloquence, 410 
So benigne and so digne of reverence, 
And conde so the peples herte embrace, 
That Gch hu lovedo that loked on hir face 

Noght only of Saluces in the toun 
Publicod was the bountee of hir name, 415 
But eek bisyde m many a regioun, (360) 
If oon seyde wol, another soj^de the same , 
So spradde of hir heigh bountee the fame. 
That men and wommen, as wel yonge as 
olde, 

Gon to S iluce, upon hir to biholde 420 

Thus Walter lowly, nay but royally, 
Wedded with fortuiiat honestetee, 

In goddes pees livoth ful esily 
At boom, and outward grace 3 -nogh had 
ho , (368) 424 

knd for he saugh that under low degree 
Was oft© vertu hid, the peple him helde 
A prudent man, and that is seyn ful selde 

Nat only this Grisildis thurgh hir wit 
Coude ai the feet of wyfly fioomimesse, 
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But eek, whan that the cas requyred it, 
The commune profit coude she redresse 
Ther nas discord, rancour, ne hevinesse 
In al that lond, that she ne coude apese. 
And wysly bringe hem alle in reste and 
ese 

Though that hir housbonde absent were 
anoon, 4^“? 

If gentil men, or othere of hir contree 
Were wrothe, she wolde bringen liem 
atoon , (^81) 

So wyse and rype wordes hadde she. 

And jugements of so greet equitee, 

That she from heven sent was, as men 
wende, 440 

Peple to save and every wrong t’amende 

Nat longe tynie after that this Grisild 
Was wedded, she a doughter hath y-bore, 
Al had hir lever have born a knave child 
Glad was this markis and the tolk ther- 
fore , 44 «) 

For though a mayde child come al bifore. 
She may unto a knave child atteyne (391) 
By lyklihed, sin she ms nat bareyne 
Explicit secunda pars 
Incipit tercia pars 
Ther fil, as it bifalleth tymes mo. 

Whan that this child had souked but 
a throwe, 450 

This markis in his heite longeth so 
To tempte his wyf, hir sadnesse for to 
knowo, 

That he ne mighte out of his herte throwe 
This mervoillous desyr, his wyf t’assaye, 
Needless, god woot, he thoughte hir for 
t’afiraye 4*5^ 

He hadde assay ed hir y-nogh bifore, (400) 
And fond hir ever good , what nedod it 
Hit for to tempte and alwey more and 
more? 

Though som men preise it for a subtil w it, 
But as for me, I seye that yvel it sit 460 
T’assaye a wyf whan that it is no nede, 
And putten her in anguish and in drede 

For which this markis wroghte in this 
manere , 

He com alone a-night, ther as she lay, 


With Sterne face and with ful troubh 
chere, 46' 

And seydo thus, ‘ Gnsild,’ quod he, ‘ thai 
day (410 

That I yow took out of your povre aria;^, 
And putte yow in cstaat of heigh noblesse 
Ye have nat that forge ten, as I gesse 

I seye, Grisild, this present dignitee, 47c 
In which that I ha\ e put yow, as I trowe 
Maketh 3’^ow nat foryetful tor to bo 
That I 30W took in povre estaat ful lowe 
For any wele ye moot your-sol\ en knowe 
Tak hede of eveiy word that I yow seye, 
Ther is no wight that hereth it but W( 
tweye (420) 47^ 

Ye woot youi-self wel, how that ye can 
here 

In-to this hous, it is nat longe ago. 

And though to me that ye be lief anrl 
dere, 

Un-to my gentils ye bo no-tliing so , 48( 

They se^n, to hem it is gieet shame and 
wo 

For to be subgots and ben in servage 
To thee, that born ait of a smal village 

And namely, sith thy doghter was y-bore 
Thise woides han they spoken douteloes 
But I dosyre, as I have doon bifore, 

To live my lyf with hem in reste and 
pees , 

I may nat in this caas be recclielees 
I moot don with th^ doghter for the 
beste, 

Nat as I wolde, but as my poplo lesie 41/ 

And yet, god wot, this is ful looth to nic 
But nathelees with-oute your witmg 
I wol nat doon, but tins wol I,’ quod he, 

‘ That ye to me assento as in this thing 
Shewe now your pacience in \our werkirp 
That ye mo highto and swoie in youi 
village (440) 49^ 

That day that maked was our manage ’ 

Wlian she had htrd al this, she noghi 
amevod 

Neither in word, or chere, or counten 
aunce , 

For, as it semed, she was nat agreved 50c 
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She seyde, ‘lord, al lyth in your ples- 
annce, 

My child and I with hortly obeisannce 
Ben youres al, and ye mowe save or spille 
Your owene thing , werketh after yonr 
wille 504 

Thor may no-thing, god so my sonle save, 
Lyken to yow that may displese me , (450) 
Ne I desyre no-thing for to have, 

Ne dredo for to Itso, save only ye , 

This wil is in m>n herte and ay shal be 
No lengtho of tyme or dceth may this 
delace, *>10 

Ne chaungc my corage to another place ’ 

Glad was this markis of hir answering. 
But yet he fej ned is he were 11 it so , 

Al drery was his chere and his loking 
\A^ian that ho sholde out of the cliainbrc 
go 

Sono alter this, a furlong wey or two, (iCxi) 
Ho prively hath told al his entente 
Un-to a man, and to Ins wjl him sente 

A manor s( rgeant w is this iirivco man. 
The which that leitliful ofte ho lounden 
haddo ‘>20 

In thmgcs gi etc, iiid cek swieli folk wel 
can 

Don execucioun on Ihingts badde 
The lord know wcl that ho him loved and 
dradde , 

And whan this sei geant wiste his lordos 
w illc, 

In to the eliambio he stained him ful 
stillo 52'; 

‘Madame,’ he stydo, ‘ye mote for3o\e it 
me, (470) 

Thogh I do thing to which I am eoii- 
stroynod , 

Ye ben so wys that ful wel knowe ye 
That lordes hestes mowe nat been >- 
foynod , 

They mowe wel been biwailled or com- 
pleyned, 

But men mot nede un-to her lust obe> 0, 
And so wol I , ther is na-more to se-^ e 

This child I am comanded for to take ’ — 
And spak na-more, but out the child he 
hente 
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Despitously, and gan a chere make ^>35 
As though he wolde han slayn it er he 
wente (480) 

Grisildis mot al sutfren and consente , 

And as a lamb she sitteth meke and stille, 
And leet this cruel sergeant doon his wille 

Suspecious was the ditfame of this man. 
Suspect his f ice, suspei t his word also , 541 
Suspect the tyme in which ho tins bigan 
Allas ’ hir doghter that she lo\cde so 
She wende he wolde han slawen it right 

tho C44 

But natheles she neither weep ne syked, 
Consenting hir to that the markis Ijked. 

But atto laste spoken she bigan, (491) 

And mekely she to the sergeant preyde. 

So as ho was a worthy gentil man. 

That she moste kisse hir child er tliat it 
deyde , S'jO 

And in her barm this litel child she Icy de 
With ful sad face, and g in the c liild to kisso 
And lulled it, and after g in it blisse 

And thus she seyde in hir benigne voyg, 
‘Tar weel, my child, I shal thee ne\er 
see , 

But, sith I thee ha\ e marked w ith the 
croys, (500) 

Of thilke f ider blessed mote thou be, 

That for us deyde up-on a ci 01 s of tree 
Thy soulo, litel child, I liim bitake, 

Foi this night sh iltow dycn for my sake * 

I trowo that to a nonce in this cas 
It had ben hard this rewthe for to se , 
Wel mighte a mooder than hin cr3cd 
‘ alias ’ ’ 

But nathelees so sad stedfast was she, 
That she endured all ad\ ersiteo, 56:^ 
And to the sergeant mekel\ she sayde, (“iio; 

I ‘ Have heer agayn your litel yonge mayde 

Goth now,’ quod she, ‘ and dooth my 
lordos heste, 

But o thmg wol I prey e yow of your grace, 
That, but my lord forbad yow , atte leste 
Burieth this littl body in som place 
That bestes ne no briddes it to-race ’ 

But he no word wol to that purpos sey e. 
But took tho child and wente upon his 
"weye 
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This sergeant cam nn-to Ins lord ageyn,S7‘^ 
And of Gnsildis wordes and hir ohere (520) 
He tolde liim point for point, in sliort and 
playn, 

And him presentetli with his doghter 
dere 

Somwhat this lord hath rewthe in Ins 
manere , 

But nathelees his puriios lioeld he stille, 
As lordos doon, whan they wol han hir 
wille , s8i 

And bad his sergeant that he piivelv 
Sholde this child ful softe winde and 
wrappe 

With alio circumstances tendrely, 

And cane it in a cofre or in a lappe , 

But, np-on peyne his heed ot for to 
swappo, (530} 

Tliat no man sholde knowe of his entente, 
He whenne he c im, ne winder that he 
wente , 

But at Boloigne to his suster dere, 

That thilke tymo of Panik was countesse, 
He sholde it take, and shewe hir this 
matore, 501 

Bisekmge hii to don Inr bisinosse 
This child to fostre in aUe gentilesse , 
And whos child that it wis he bad hir 
hyde 

Fioin every wight, for oght that may 
bityde 50=5 

Tlie sergeant gooth, and hath fulhld this 
thing , (540) 

But to this markis now retourne we , 

For now goth he ful taste imagining 
If by his wyves chore he mighte see. 

Or by hir word aperceyve that she 600 
Were chaunged , but he never hir coude 
tinde 

But ever in oon y-lyke sad and kinde 

As glad, as humble, as bisy in servyse. 
And eek in love as she was wont to be. 
Was she to him in every maner wyse , 605 
He of hir doghter noght a word spak she 
Hon accident for noon adversitee 
Was seyn in hir, ne never hir doghter 
name 

He nempned she, in emest nor in game 
Explicit tercia pars 


Seqtutur pars quarta 
In this estaat ther passed been four 
yeer 

Er she with childe was , but, as god wolde 
A kna\ e child she bar by this Walter, 
Ful gracious and fair for to biholde 
And whan that folk it to his fader tolde, 
Nat only he, but al his contreo, merie 61 
Was for this child, and god they thank 
and herie (56c 

j Wlian it wis two veer old, and fro th 
blest 

Departed of his nonce, on a day 
This maikis caughte yet another lest 
To tempte his wyf yet ofter, if he may 62 
! O needles was she tempted in assay ’ 

I But wedded men ne knowe no mosure, 

I Whan that they tinde a paciont creature 

I ‘ Wyt,’ quod this markis, ‘yo han herd e 
1 this, 

! My peple sikly berth our m n 1 ige, 62 
And namely, sith my soiio y-boren is, (e;7t 
How is it woise than ever in al our age 
^ The murmur sloeth niTOi horte and in 
cor igo , 

For to myne eres comth the voys s 
&meit( , 

' That it wel ny destroyed hath myn herti 

How sey they thus, “whan Waltei 1 
' agoon, 63 

Then shal the blood of Tanicle succedo 
And been oui lord, for other have w 
I noon , ” 

I bwicho wordes seith my peple, out c 
' drede 

I Wel oughte I of swich murmur take 
' hede , 6^ 

I For certeinly I drede swich sentence, (s8( 
I Though they nat pleyn speke in my 
' audience 

I wolde live in pees, if that I mighte , 

! Wliertor I am disposed outerly, 

As I his suster servede by nighte, 64 
Right so thenke I to serve him pnvely , 
This wame I yow, that yo nat sodeynly 
Out of your-self for no wo sholde outraye 
Beth pacient, and ther-of I yow preye ’ 
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‘ I have,’ quod she, ‘ seyd thus, and over 
slial, (589) 645 

I wol no thing, ne nil no thing, certayn, 
But as yow list , noght greveth me at al, 
Thogh that my doghter and my sone be 
slayn, 

At your comandement, this is to sayn 
I have noght had no part ot children 
tweyno 

But first siknesse, and after wo and peyne 

Ye boon our lord, doth with your owene 
thing 

Iliglit as yow list , axeth no 1 cc d at me 
For, as I Icfte at boom al my clothing. 
Whan I first cam to yow, right so,’ quod 
she, 6^5 

‘ Letto I my wil and al my libertee, (600) 
And took your clothing , whert»,)r I \ ow 
preyc. 

Both your plesaunce, I wol your lust 
obeye 

And certes, if I hadde prescience 
Your wil to knowe er ye your lust me 
tolde, 660 

T wolde it doon with-outen necligence , 
But now I woot your lust and what \e 
woldo, 

Al your plesaunce ferme and stable 
I holde , 

For wisto I that my deeth wolde do yow 
ese, 664 

Bight gladly wolde I dyen, yow to plese 

Beth may noght make no comxiarisoun 
Un-to your love and, whan this markis 
sey (611) 

The Constance of his wyf, ho caste adoun 
His yen two, and wondreth that she may 
In pacience sufFre al tins array 670 

And forth ho gooth with dieiy conten- 
aunce. 

But to his herte it was ful greet plesaunce 

This ugly sergeant, in the same wyse 
That he hir doghter caughte, right so he. 
Or worse, it men worse can devyse, 67'^ 
Hath hent hii sone, that tul was ot 
beautoe (020) 

And ever in oon so pacient was she. 

That she no chere made of hevinesse. 

But kiste hir sone, and after gan it blesse , 


Save this , she preyed him that, if he 
mighte, 680 

Hir litel sone he wolde m erthe grave, 

His tendre limes, delicat to sighte. 

Fro foules ind fro bestes for to save 
But she non answer of him mighte have 
He wente his wey, as him no thing ne 
roghte , 685 

But to Boloigne he tendrely it broghte 

This markis wondreth ever longer the 
more (631) 

Lp-on hir pacience, and if that he 
Ne hadde sootlily knowen ther-bifore. 
That parfitly hir children lovede she, 6qo 
He wolde have wend that ot som subtiltee, 
And of malice or for cruel corage. 

That she had sutfred this with sad visage 

But wel he knew that next liim-self, 
certayn, 694 

She loved hir children best in every w>se 
But now ot wommen woldo I axen fayn, 

It tliLse assayes mighte nat sutfjse? (041) 
What ooude a sturdy housbond more 
I dev>se 

To prove hir wjdliod and hir stedtast- 
nesse, 699 

And he continuing ever m sturdinesse ? 

! But thei ben folk of swich condicioun, 
That, whan thev have a certem purpos 
take, 

They can nat stinto of hir entencioim, 
But, right as they were bounden to 
a stake. 

They wol nat of that tirste purpos slake 
Right so this markis fulhche hath pur- 
posed (650) 706 

To tempte his wyf, as he was first tlisposed 

He waiteth, it by word or contenance 
That slie to him was changed ot corage , 
But never coude he finde variance , 710 

She w as ay oon in herte and m visage , 
And ay the forther that slio was m age. 
The more trewe, if that it were possible, 
She was to him in love, and more penible. 

For wluch it semed thus, that of hem two 
Ther nas but o wil , for, as Walter leste. 
The same lust was hir plesanoe also, (661) 
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And, god be thanked, al fil for the beste 
She shewed wel, for no worldly unreste 
A wyf, as of hir-self, no-thing ne sholde 
Wille in eifect, but as hir housbond wolde 

The sclaundie of Walter ofte and wyde 
spraddo, 722 

That of a cruel herte ho wikkedly, 

For he a povro womman wedded hadde, 
Hath moidred bothe his children pnvoly 
Swich murmur was among hem comunly 
No wonder is, for to the peplos ore (671) 
Ther cam no word but that they mordred 
were 

For which, wher-as his poplo ther-bifore 
Had loved him wel, the sclaundre of his 
diffamo 730 

Made hem that they him hatcde thorfore , 
To been a mordier is an hateful name 
But natheles, for ernest ne for game 
He of his cruel purpos nolde stente , 7H 
To tenipte his wyf was set al his entente 

Whan that his doghter twelf yeer was of 
age, (680) 

He to the court of Rome, in subtil wyso 
Enformed of his wil, sente his message, 
Comaunding hem swiche bulles to devyse 
As to his cruel purpos may suffyse, 740 
How that the pope, as for his peples restc, 
Bad him to wedde another, if him leste 

I seye, he bad they sholde countrefote 
The popes bulles, making moncioun 
That he hath levo his firste wyf toleto, 74 «> 
As by the popes dispcnsacioun, (690) 

To stmto rancour and dissoncioun 
Bitwixo his iieplo and him , thus seyde 
the bulle, 

The which they han publiccd atto fulle 

The rude peple, as it no wonder is, 7=>o 
Wenden ful wel that it had been right so , 
But whan thise tydinges cam to Grisildis, 
I dome that hir herte was ful wo 
But she, y-lyke sad for evermo. 

Disposed was, this humble creature, 7'>5 
Th’adversiteo of fortune al t’endure (700) 

Abyding ever his lust and his plesaunce. 
To whom that she was yeven, herte and al. 
As to hir verray worldly suffisaunce , 


But shortly if this stone I tellen shal, 7 
This markis writen hath in special 
A lettre in which he sheweth his enteni 
And secrely he to Boloigne it sente 

To th’erl of Panik, which that hadde th 
Wedded his suster, preyde he specially 7 
To bringen hoom agayn his children 
In honurable estaat al openly (7] 

But o thing he him preyede outerly. 
That he to no wight, though men woL 
enquere, 

Sholde nat telle whos children that th< 
were, 7 

But seye, the mayden sholde y-wodded 
Un-to the markis of Saluce anon 
And as this erl was preyed, so dido he , 
For at day set he on his wey is goon 
Toward Saluce, and lordes many oon, 7 
In riche array, this mayden for to gyde 
Hir yonge brother ryding hir bisyde (7 

Arrayed was toward hir manage 
This fresshe mayde, ful of gemmos clert 
Hir brother, which that seven yeer was 
age, 7 

Arrayed eok ful fresh in his manere 
And thus in greet noblesse and with gh 
chore. 

Toward Saluces shaping hir journey. 
Fro day to day they ryden in hir ey 
Explicit quarta pars 
Seqiiitur quinta pars 
Among al this, after his wikke usage, 7 
This markis, j et his wyf to tompte moi 
To the utteresto prove of hir corage, (73 
Fully to han expenenco and lore 
If that she wore as stedfast as biforo. 
He on a day in open audience 7* 

Ful boistously hath scyd hir this sentenc 

‘ Certes, Gnsildo, I hadde y-nough pic 
aunce 

To han yow to my wyf for your goodness 
As for your trouthe and for your ©bei 
aunce. 

Nought for your linage ne for yoi 
nchesse , 7 

But now knowe I in verray soothfa‘= 
nesse (74 
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That in gret lordshipe, if I wel avyse, 

Ther is gret servitute in sondry wyse 

I may nat don as every plowman may , 
My peple me oonstreyneth for to take 800 
Another wyf, and cryen day by day , 

And eek the pope, rancour for to slake, 
Consenteth it, that dar I undertake , 

And trewehche thus muche I wol yow 
seye. 

My newe wyf is coming by the weye Sci 

Be strong of herte, and vojde anon hir 
place, ( 750 ) 

And thilke dower that ye broghten me 
Tak it agayn, I graunte it of my grace , 
Retournetli to your fadros hous,’ quod he , 

‘ No man may alwey han prosperitee , 810 
With evcne herte I rede yow t’cndure 
The strook of fortune or of aventure * 

And she answerde agayn in pacience, 

‘ My lord,’ quod she, ‘ I woot, and wiste 
alway 

How that bitwixen your magnificence 815 
And my poverte no wight can ne may (760) 
Maken comparison , it is no nay 
I ne heeld me never digne in no manere 
To bo your wyf, no, ne your chamberore 

And in this hous, ther ye me lady made — 
The heighe god take I for my witnesse, 821 
And also wisly he my soule glade — 

I never heeld me lady ne maistresse, 

But humble servant to your worthinesse. 
And ever shal, whyl that my lyt may 
dure, 825 

Aboven every worldly creature (770) 

That ye so longo of your benignitee 
Han holden me in honour and nobleye, 
Wher-as I was noght worthy for to be. 
That thonko I god and yow, to \vhom 
I preye 830 

Foryelde it yow , there is na-more to seye 
Un-to my fader gladly wol I wonde. 

And with him dwelle un-to my lyves ende 

Ther I was fostred of a child ful smal, 

Til I be deed, my lyf ther wol I lede 83«; 

A widwe dene, in body, herte, and al (780) 
For sith I yaf to yow my maydenhode. 
And am your trewe wyt, it is no drede, 


God shilde swich a lordes wyf to take 
Another man to housbonde or to make 840 

And of your newe wyf, god of his grace 
So graunte yow wele and prosperitee 
For I wol gladly yelden hir my place. 

In which that I was blisful wont to be. 
For sith it lyketh yow, my lord,’ quod 
she, 845 

i ‘ That whylom weren al myn hertes reste, 

I That I shal goon, I wol gon whan yow 
leste (791) 

But ther-as ye me profre swich dowaire 
As I first broghte, it is wel in my minde 
It were my wrecched clothes, no-thing 

faire, 8‘;o 

The which to me were hard now for to 
finde 

0 gode god ’ how gentil and how kinde 
Ye semed by your speche and your visage 
The day that maked was our manage ’ 

But sooth is seyd, algate I finde it trewe — 
For in etfect it preved is on me — (800) 856 
Love IS noght old as whan that it is newe. 
But certes, lord, for noon adversitee. 

To dyen in the cas, it shal nat be 859 

That ever in word or werk I shal repente 
That I yow yaf myn herte in hool entente 

My lord, ye woot that, in my fadres place. 
Ye dede me strepe out of my povre wede. 
And nchely me cladden, of your grace 
To yow broghte I noght elles, out of drede. 
But feyth and nakednesse and mayden- 
hede (810) 866 

And here agayn my clothing I restore. 
And eek my wedding-rmg, for evermorcL 

The remenant of your jewels redy be 869 
In-with your chambre, dar I saufly sayn , 
Naked out of my fadres hous,’ quod she, 

‘ I cam, and naked moot I tume agayn 
Al your plesaunce wol I folwen fayn , 

But yet I hope it be nat your entente 874 
That I smoklees out of your paleys wente 

Ye coude nat doon so dishoneste a thing. 
That thilke wombe in which your children 
loye (821) 

Sholde, biforn the peple, in my walking, 
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Be seyn al bare , wherfor I j^ow preye, 
Lat me nat lyk a worm go by the weye 880 
Remembre yow, myn owene lord so dere, 
I was your wyf, tliogh I unworthy were 

Wherfor, in guerdon of my miydenhede, 
Which that I broghte, and noglit agayn 
I here, 8S4 

As voucheth saiif to yevo me, to my mode, 
But swich a smok as I was wont to were, 
That I therwith may wrye the wombe of 
here (8^1) 

That was your wyf , and heer take I my 
leve 

Ofyow, myn oweno lord, lest I yow gre\o ’ 

* The smok ’ quod he ‘ that thou hast on 
thy bak, 8()0 

Lat it be stillo, and her it forth with the c ’ 
But wel unnethes thilko word he spak. 
But wente his wey for rowtho and for 
pitee 

Bifom the folk Inr selven strepeth she, 
Ajid in hir smok, with heed and foot il 
bare, (8^9) 8()5 

Toward hir fader hous forth is she fare 

The folk hir folwe wepinge m hir weye. 
And fortune ay they cursen as they goon , 
But she fro weping kepte hir you dreye, 
Ne in this tyme word ne spak she noon 900 
Hit fader, that this tyding herde anoon, 
Curseth the day and tyme that nature 
Shoop him to been a lyves creature 

For out of doute this olde povre man 
Was ever m suspect of hir manage , 905 
For ever he demod, sith that it bigan,(85o) 
That whan the lord fulfild had his corage. 
Him wolde thinke it were a disparage 
To his estaat so lowe for t’alighte, 

And voydon hir as sone as ever he mighte 

Agayns his doghter hastilich goth he, 91 1 
For he by noyse of folk knew hir cominge, 
And with hir olde cote, as it mighte be, 
He covered hir, ful sorwefully wcpmgc , 
But on hir body mighte he it nat bnnge 
For rude was the cloth, and more of age 
By dayes fele than at hir manage (861) 

Thus with hir fader, for a certeyn space, 
Dwelleth this flour of wyfly pacience, 


That neithei by hir wordcs ne lur face 920 
Bifom the folk, ne eek in hir absence, 

No shewed she that hir was doon offence , 
Ne of hir heigh estaat no remembraunce 
Ne liaddo she, as by hir countenaunce 

No wonder is, for in hir grote estaat 925 
Hir goost was over in pli yn humyliteo , 
No tendre mouth, non hcito delicaat, (871) 
No pompe, no somblant of royaltee, 

But ful of pacient bonignitee, 

Discreet and jirydeles, ay honur ible, 9^0 
And to hir housbondo ever meko and 
stable 

Men speke of Job and most for Ins hum- 
blesse, 

As clerkcs, whan hem list, can wel endyto. 
Namely of men, but as m soothfastnosse, 
Thogh clerkes preyse woinmcn but a 
lyte, 935 

Ther can no man in humblesse him ae- 
quyte (880) 

As womman can, no can ben half so trewe 
As wommon been, but it be falle of-newc 

[Pa 7 s Sexta ] 

Fro Boloigne is this orl of Panik come, 

Of winch the fame up-sprang to more and 
lesse, 940 

And in the peples eres alle and some 
Was couth eek, that a newo markisesse 
He with him broghte, in swich pompe and 
nchesse, 

That never was ther seyn with mannes yc 
bo noble array in al West Lumbardye 945 

The markis, which that shoop and knew 
al this, (89f>) 

Er that this erl was come, sentehis message 
For thilke sely povre Gnsildis , 

And she with humble herte and glad 
visage, 949 

Nat with no swollen thoght in hir corage, 
Cam at his heste, and on hir knees hir 
sette, 

Amd reverently and wysly she him grotte 

‘ Qnsild,’ quod he, ‘ my wille is outerly, 
This mayden, that shal wedded been to me, 
Receyved be to-morwe as royally 955 
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As it possible IS in myn hous to be (900) 
And eek that every wight in his degree 
Have his estaat in sitting and servyse 
And heigh plesaunce, as I can best devyse 

I have no wommon suffisaunt ccrtayn 960 
The chambros tor t’arraye in ordmaunce 
After my Inst, and therfor wolde I fayn 
That thyn were al swich manor govem- 
aunoe , 

Thou knowest eek of old al my plesaunce , 
Though thyn array be badde and yvcl 
biscye, 96'^ 

I)o thou thynio voir it the Iccsto woye ’(910) 

‘Xat only, lord, that I am glad,’ quod she, 

‘ To doon your lust, but I desyre also 
low for to serve and plese in my degree 
With-outen foynting, and shal evermo 970 
Ne ne\er, tor no welo no no wo, 

Ne shal the gostwith-m myn hertostento 
To love yow best with al my trewe entente ’ 

And with that word she gan the hous to 
dighte, 

And tables for to sette and beddes make , 
And peyned Inr to doon al that she 
miglitc, (9-0) 976 

Preying the chambororos, for goddes sake, 
To hasten hem, and faste swepe and shake , 
And she, the moste sorvisablo of alle, 
Hath every ohambre arrayed and hishallo 

Abouten nndorn gan this eil ahghto, 981 
That with him bioghte thise noble child- 
ren tweye, 

Por which the poplo ran to seen tho sight© 
Of hir array, so lac hely bisoj c , 

And than at erst amonges hem they seye, 
Th it Walter was no fool, thogh that him 
lest© (930) 986 

To cliaunge his wyf, for it was for the best© 

Por she IS fairer, as they demen alle, 
Than is Grisild, and more tendre of age, 
And fairer fruit bitwone hem sholde 
falle, 990 

And more plesant, for liir heigh linage , 
Hir brother eek so fair was of visage. 
That hem to seen the poplo hath caught 
plesaunce, 

Cummending now the markis govern- 

ftunce — 
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Auctor ‘ 0 stormy peple ’ unsad and ever 
untrewe’ (939) 995 

Ay undiscrect ind chaunging as a vane, 
Delyting ever in rumbel that is newe, 

For lyk the mone ay wexe ye and wane , 
Ay ful of clapping, dere y-nogh a jane , 
Yonr doom is fals, your Constance wol 
proveth, iocx> 

A ful greet fool is he that on yow leveth ’’ 

Thus scyden sadde folk in that citee, 

\V ban that the peple gazed up and doun, 
Poi they 'vi ere glad, right for the noveltee, 
To ban a newo lady of hir toun iix)S 

Ha-more of this make 1 now mencioun 
Ikit to Grisilde agayn wol I me dresae, (051) 
And telle hir Constance and hir hismesse — 

Pul hisy was Grisilde in every thmg 
That to the festo was apertment , 1010 

Hight noghtwas she ahayst of hir clothing 
Though it weie lude and somdel eek to* 
rent 

But with glad chore to tho yate is went, 
With other folk, to gioto the maikisosse, 
And aftei that doth forth hir bisinesse, 1015 

With so glad chere his gestes shereceyweth , 
And coniiingly, eveiich in his degree, (961) 
That no dofauto no man aperceyveth , 
But ay they wondren what she mighte he 
That m so povre array was for to see, loio 
And ooude swich honour and reverence , 
And worthily they iiroisen hir prudence 

In al this mene wh'v le she ne stente 
This maydo and cok hn brother to 00m- 
mende 

With al liir herte, in ful bemgne entente, 
So wel, that no man coude hir prys 
amende (970) 1026 

But atto laste, whan that thise lordes 
wende 

To sitten doun to mete, he gan to caUo 
Grisilde, as she was bisy lu his hall©, 

‘Grisilde,’ quod he, as it were in his 
pley, 1030 

‘ How lyketh the© my wyf and hir beautee 
‘Bight wel,’ quod she, ‘my lord, for, in 
good fey, 

A faiier say I never noon than she 
1 prey to god y ©vo hir prosperite© , 1034 
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And so hope I that he wol to yow sende 
Plesance y-nogh nn-to your lyves endc 

0 thing biseke I yow and warne also, (981) 
Thatyo ne piikke with no tormentmge 
This tendre maj den, as ye han don mo , 
For she is fostred m hir norishinge 1040 
More tendrtly, and, to my supposinge, 
She coude nat advorsitee endure 

As coude a povre fostred creature * 

And whan this Walter say hir pacience, 
Hir glade chere and no malice at al, 104 
And he so ofte had doon to liir olfence,f99o) 
And she ay sad and constant as a wal, 
Continuing ever hir innocence overal, 
This sturdy markis gan Ins herte dresse 
Torewen up-on hir wyflj' stedf istnesse 1050 

‘This is y nogh, Grisilde myn,’ quod lie, 

‘ Be now na-more agast ne yvol apayed , 

1 have thy feith and thy bcnigniteo, 

As wel as ever womman was, assayed, 

In greet estaat, and povrcliche arraj ed lo*)^ 
Now knowe I, dere wyf, thy stedfast- 
nesse,’ — (1000) 

And hir in armes took and gan hir kesse 

And she for wonder took of it no keep , 
She herde nat what thing he to hir seyde , 
She ferde as she had stert out of a sleep, 
Til she out of hir maseduesse abreyde 1061 
‘Grisilde,’ quod he, ‘by god that for us 
deyde. 

Thou art my wyf, ne noon other I have, 
Ne never hadde, as god my soule save ’ 

This IS thy dogliter wh.ch thou hast sup- 
posed io6s 

To be my wyf, that other feithfully (loio) 
Shal be myn heir, as I have ay purposed , 
Thou bare him in thy body trcwely 
At Boloigne have I kept hem pnvely , 1069 
Tak hem agayn, for now maystow nat 
seye 

That thou hast lorn non of thy children 
tweyo 

And folk that otherweyes han seyd of me, 
I warne hem wel that I have doon this 
dede 

For no malice ne for no crueltee, 1074 


But for t’ assaye in thee thy wommanhede. 
And nat to sleen my children, god for- 
bede ’ (1020) 

But for to kepe hem pnvely and stille. 

Til I thy puipos knewe and al thy wiUe ’ 

Whan she this heide, aswowne doun she 
falleth 1C79 

For pitous joye, and after hir swowninge 
She bothe hir yonge children un-to hir 
calleth, 

And in hir armes, pitously wepmge, 
Embraceth hem, and tcndrely kissinge 
Ful lyk a mooder, with hir salte teres 10S4 
She batheth bothe liir visage and hir heres 

O, which a p tons thing it wiis to see (10,0) 
Hir sw owning, and hir humble V03S to 
here ’ 

‘ Grauntmercy, lord, that thanke I 30W,’ 
quod she, 

‘That ye han saved me my children dere ’ 
Now rekke I nevei to ben deed right 
here , K 9 ) 

Sith Istondeinyour love and in your grace. 
No lors of deeth, ne wh in my spirit pace’ 

O tendre, o dere, o 3 onge children myne. 
Your woful mooder wende stedfastly 1094 
That cruel houndes or som foul veimyne 
Hadde eten yow , but god, of his mercy, 
And your benigne fader tendrely (1041) 
Hath doon yow kept , ' and in that same 
stounde 

Al sodeynly she suapte adoun to grounde 

And in her swough so sadly holdeth she 
Hir children two, whan she gan hem 
t’embrace, 1 loi 

That with greet sleighte and greet diffi- 
culteo 

The children from hir arm they gonne 
arace (*047) 

O many a teer on many a pitous face 11C4 
Doun ran of hem that stoden hir bisyde , 
Unnethe abouten hir mighte they abyde 

Walter hir gladeth, and hir sorwe slaketh, 
She ryseth up, abaysed, from hir traunce. 
And every wight hir joye and feste maketh , 
Til she hath caught agayn hir oonten- 
aiince 1110 
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Walter hir dootb. so feitlifully plesaunce, 
That it was deyntoe for to seen the chero 
33 itwixe hem two, now they ben mety-fere 

Thise ladjes, whan that theyhir tymo6a;> , 
H in taken liir, and in-to chambre goon, 
And strepen hir out of hir rude array,( 1060) 
And in a cloth of gold that bnghte shoon, 
With a coiouno of many a riche stoon 
Up-on lur heed, they in-to hallo hir 
bioglite, 1 1 19 

And thor she was honoured as hir oghte 

Thus hath this pitous dav a blisful endo, 
Por every man and womman dooth his 
might 

This da\ ill murthc and revel to dispende 
Til on the welkne shoon the sterres light 
For more solompne in every mannes sight 
This feste was, and gretter of cost \ge, 1 126 
Than v as the 1 o\ ol of hir manage (1071 ) 

Fill many a y eor in hoigh prospcriteo 
Liien thiso two in concoid and in reste. 
And richely his doghtor maned he 1130 
Un-to a lord, oon ot the worthiest© 

Ot al ItaiUe , and than 111 pees and icsto 
Ills wjaos fader in his couit he kopeth, 

1 1 that the soulo out oi his body crepoth 

Ills sone succedotli in his he^it igo ims 
I niesteandpceb, after his fader daj- , (lobo) 
And f ortiin it was oek in manage, 

Al putte he nat his wyf in greet assa^ 
This world is nat so strong, it is no nay, 
As it hath bocn in olde tymes yon , 1140 

And hoikneth what tins auctour scith 
therfoie 

Tins stone is seyd, nat for that wyvos 
sholde 

Folwen Cnisildo as 111 huimli^^ee. 

For it wore importable, though thej^ woldo , 
But for that every wight, in his degiee, 1 145 
Sholdo bo constant m advoisitee (1090) 
As was Grisilde , therfor Petrark wrydoth 
This stone, whicn with heigh stjlo he 
end\ teth 

For, sith a womman was so pacient 1149 
I n-to a mortal man, wel moie us oghte 
lioce'yvon al in greo that god us sent , 


Forgreot skile is, he prove that he wroghte 
But he ne tempteth no man that he boghte, 
As seith seint J ame, if ye his pistel rede , 
He pre\ eth folk al day, it is no drede, 1 155 

And suffieth us, ns for our excercyso,( 1 100) 
W ith shorpe scourges of adi ersitee 
Ful ofte to be bote in sondry wyse , 

Nat for to knowo our wil, for certes he, 
Er we were horn, know al our freletee , n6o 
And for our bosto is al his govoi naunco , 
Lat us than live in \ ertuous suffraunce 

But o word, lordinges, herkneth er I go — 
It were ful hard to finde now a dayes (1108) 
In al a toun Giisildes three or two , 1165 
For, if that they were put toswicheassayes, 
The gold of hem liath now so badde alayes 
With bras, th it thogh the coyno be fair 
at y^, 

It woldo ratnci bresto a-iw o th in plye 

For which beer, for the wyves love of 
Bathe, 1 1 70 

Whos lyf and al hir sccto god mayntone 
In heigh maisti ye, and elleswere it scathe, 
1 wol With lusty lierte fresshe and grene 
Seyn yow a song to gl ido 5 ow , I wene, 
And lat us stmte of einostful matore — ■ 
Ileiknoth m3 song, th it seith m this 
maneio (ii.o') 1176 

Lenvoy de Chaucer 
Grjsildo IS deed, and eok hii paeieiice, 
And botho atones buiied 111 Itaillo , 

For which I crye m open audience. 

No wedded man so hardj bo t'assaille 1180 
His w^ves pacicnce, m hope to finde 
Giisildes, for in ceitem ho shall faille ' 

* It stems to halt hicn s tntetitum, 

ill thi Just tustauL( to (11 1 this Tale heie Ihnte 
U( find, in MSh E Hn Cm l>d the followmQ 
U(nuiiu,bnlr(j did slanz i \n abl Jorinstihon 
ot this point — 

Bihold the merye wordes of the Hoste 

This worthy Clirk, wluiii ended \\ is his talc 
Our hosto sovdc, and swoor by goddes bones, 

‘ Mo were lever than a barel alo 
f ty wj f at boom h id herd this legendo ones , 
•Jills IS a gentil tale foi the nones, 

As to my purpos, waste ) e my vnile , 

But thing that w ol nat be, lat it b j stil’e ’ 

Here endeth the Tale of the Clerk 
of Oxenford 
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O noble v^yves, ful of heigh prudence, 

Lat noon humilitee your tonge naille, 1 184 
Ne lat no clerk have cause or diligence 
To wryte of yow a stone of swich mervaxlle 
As of Gnsildis pacient and kinde , (1131) 
Lest Chiche\ach0 yow swelwe in hir en- 
traille ' 

Folweth Ekko, that holdeth no silence, 

But evere answereth at the countretaiUc , 
Beth nat bidaffed for your innocence, 1191 
But sharj)ly tak on j^ow the govemaille 
Emprinteth wel this lesson in your minde 
For commune profit, sitli it may avoille 

Ye archewy ves, stondeth at defence, 1 19^ 
Sinyebo stronge as is a greet oamaille, ( 1 140) 
Nesuffreth nat that men yowdoon offence 
And Bclendre wy\ es, feble as in bataille, 

Here endeth the Clerk 


Beth egre as is a tygre yond in Inde , 

Ay clappeth as a mille, I yowoonsaille laoo 

Ne dreed hem nat, do hem no reverence , 
For though thyn housbonde armed be in 
maille. 

The arwes of thy crabbed eloquence 
Shal peroe his brest, and eek hisaventaille , 
In jalousye I rede eek thou him binde, iso*; 
And thou shalt make him couche as dooth 
a quaille (1150) 

If thou be fair, ther folk ben in presence 
Shew thou thy visage and thyn apparaille , 
If thou be foul, be free of thy dispcnce, 1209 
To gete thee freendes ay do thy travaille , 
Be ay of chere as light as leef on linde, 
And lat him care, and wepe, and wringo, 
and waille ’ (”5^) 

of Oxonford his Tale 


THE MERCHANTS PROLOGUE 

The Prologe of the Marchantes Tale 


Weping and wayhng, care, and other 
sorwe 

I know y-nogh, on even and a morwe,’ 
Quod the Marchaunt, ‘ and so don othere 
mo 1215 

That wedded been, I trowo that it be so 
For, wel I woot, it fareth so with me 
I have & wyf, the worste that may be , 
Forthogh the feend to hir y-coupled were, 
She wolde him overmacche, I dar wel 
swere 1220 

What sholde I yow reherce in special 
Hir hyo malice ? she is a shrewe at al (10) 
Ther is a long and large difference 
Bitwix Gnsildis grete pacience 
And of my wyf the passing crueltee 1225 
Were I unbounden, al-so moot I thee ’ 

I wolde never eft comen in the snare 
We wedded men live in s«rwe and care , 


Assaye who-so wol, and he shal finde 
I seye sooth, by semt Thomas of Inde, 1230 
As for the more part, I sey nat allc 
God shilde that it sholde so bifalle ’ (20) 
A ’ good sir boost ' I have y-wedtled be 
Thise monthes two, and more nat, pardec , 
And yet, I trowe, he that all his lyve 1235 
Wyflees hath been, though that men wolde 
him ryve 

Un-to the herte, ne coude in no maneie 
Tellen so muchcl sorwe, as I now here 
Coude tellen of my wyves cursednesse ’ ' 

‘ Now,’ quod our boost, ‘ Marchaunt, so 
god yow blesse, 1240 

Sin ye so muchel knowen of that art, 

Ful hertely I pray yow tcllo us part ^ (30) 
‘Gladly,’ quod he, ‘ hut of rayn owene 
sore, 

For sory herte, I telle may na-more ’ 1244 
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THE MARCHANTES TALE. 

Here biginneth the Marchantes Tale 


W III LOM ther w isdwellinge m Lumbardj e | 
A worthy knight, that horn was ol Pa\yt , | 
In which he lived in greet prosperitoe , 
And sixty yoer a wyflees man was he, ' 
And folwed ay his bodily dolyt 
On w ommen, thcr-as w is his appetyt, 1250 
As doon tlnso loles th it ben seeiileer 
And vhan that he was jiassed sixty yeei. 
Were it lor holme sse 01 lor dotage, 

1 e in natseye, but swich agrect cxirago, (10) 
Hadde this knight to been a wedded man, 
That daj and night he dooth al th it he can 
T osp>en where ho niighte wedded be, 
Previngo our lord to granten him, that ho 
Miglite ones knowo ol thilke blislnl Ij^l 
Ihat IS bitw 1x0 m housbond and his w 1 1 , 
And foi to live under th it holy bond i^Oi 
With whieli that lirst god man and 
woniinan bond 

‘"Non othci Ijf,’ scydeho, ‘iswoith a bene, 
Toi wedlok lb so cs> and so ehiu , (20; 

That in this woild it is a paiadvs ’ i2()=; 

Ihiis seydo this olde knight, th it w is so 
wi b 

And eeitemlj , as booth as god is king. 

To t ike a wyl, it is a gloiious thing. 

And namelj w ban a m in is old and hooi 
Thanne is a wyl the linitol his tiesor 1-70 
Than sholdo ho take a > ong w 5^ and a fen , 
On which ho mighte eiigendion him an 
heir. 

And lede his Ijf m jo>o and in sol is, 

A\ hoi as thise baehelores singe ‘ alias,’ (30) 
W han that they linden any advoisiteo 127s 
In love, which nis but childish vanitee 
And trowely it sit wel to be so. 

That baehelores ha\ 0 often peynoandwo, 
On brotel ground they builde, and brotcl- 
nesse 1270 

They linde, whan they wene sikernesse 


They li\e but is a biid or as a beste, 

In libertoe, and under non areste, 
Ther-as a wedded man in his estaat 
I iveth a lyf blisful and ordinaat, (40) 
I nder the y ok ol mainige y-bounde , 1 28“^ 
Wel m ly his hoite in joye and bhsse 
habounde 

For who can be so buxom as a wvT 
AVho IS so tiewo, and eck so ontentjT 
T 0 kepe him, S3 k and hool, as is his make ’ 
For wole or wo, she wol him nat forsake 
She ms nat wei j him to lo\e and serve, 
Thogh that he Ije bedrede til he sterve 
And yet somme derives sejn, it ms nat so, 
Of w hiche he, Theofi aste, is oon of tho (50) 
What force thougliTheoli astelistelye’i29'^ 
‘Ne take no wjf,’ (^uod he, ‘for hous- 
bondrj e. 

As for to spare in houshold thy dispence , 
A tiewe scivant dooth moie diligence. 
Thy good to kepe, than thjn owene wyf 
I or she wol cluyme hall pai t al hii IjT , 1300 
And if that thou be s\ k, so god mo save, 
Thy voiray li elides or a tiewe knave 
ol kepe thee bet th in she th it w aiteth 
Alter thy good, and hath don many a day ’ 
And if thou take a wjf un-to thjn 
hold, (61) [T om 

Ful lightly maj stow been a coke- 
wold 1106 [T om 

This sentence, and an hundiid tLmges 
worse, 

Wrjteth this man, ther god his bones 
coiso ’ 

But take no kepe of al swieh "vamtee , 
DolFje Theofnisto and heike mo Mio 
A wjd IS goddes y ilte venoilj , 

Alle other maner yiftes hardily, 

As londes, rentes, pasture, or commune, 
Or moebles, alle ben y iftes of fortune, (70) 
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That pagsen as a shad\^ 0 upon a w al i ^15 
But dredelees, if pleynly speke I shal, 

A -wyf wol laste, and in iliyn lious endure, 
Wei longer than thee list, paraventure 
Manage is a ful grot sacrement , 

He which that hath no wyf, I holde him 
shent , 1320 

He livoth helpleos and al desolat, 

I speke of folk in seculer estaat 
And herke why, I sey nat th s for noght ,(79) 
That womman is for manneshelp y-wroglit 
The hye god, whan he haddo Adam maked, 
Andsaugh him al allone, btly naked, 1326 
Gk)d of his grete goodnesse seyde than, 
‘Lat us now make an help un-to this man 
Lyk to him-self , ’ and thanne he made 
him Eve 1329 

Heer may ye so, and heer-hy may ye prevo, 
That wyf is mannes help and his confort. 
His paradys terrestre and his disport 
So buxom and so vertuous is she. 

They moste nodes live in unitoe (90) 1334 
O flesh they been, and 0 flesh, as I gesse, 
Hath but onherte, in wele and in distresse 
A wyf ’ a ’ Semte Mane, hen'ette f 
How mighte a man han any adversitee 
That hath a -wyf? certos, I can nat seye 1 339 
The blisse which that is bitwixe hem twoj e 
Ther may no tonge telle, or herte thinke 
If he be povre, she holpoth him to swinke , 
She kepeth his good, and wasteth never 
a deel , 

Al that hir housbonde lust, hir lyketh 
weel, (100) 

She seith not ones ‘ nay,’ when he seith 
‘ye’ 1343 

‘ Do this,’ seith he , ‘ al redy, sir,’ seith she 
O bhsful ordre of wedlok precious. 

Thou art so mery, and eck so vertuous, 
And so commended and approved eek, 
That every man that halt him worth a 
leek, 1350 

Up-on his bare knees oghte al his lyf 
Thanken his god that him hath sent a 
wyf, 

Or elles preye to god him for to sendo 
A wyf, to laste un-to his lyves endo (no) 
For thanne his lyf is set in sikemesse , 1355 
He may nat be dcceyved, as I gesse, 

So that he werke after his wyves reed , 
Than may he boldly beren up his heed, 


They been so trewe and ther-with-al so 
wyse , 

For which, if thou wolt werken as tl e 
wyse, 1361 

Do alwey so as wommon wol thee rede 
Lo, how that Jacob, as thise clerkes 
rede, 

Hy good conseil of his modcr Eobekke, 
Bond the kides skin aboute his nekke , (120) 
Thurgh which his fadres benisoun ho wan 
Lo, Judith, as the stone eek telle can, 
By wys conseil she goddes peple kepte. 
And slow him, Olofornus, whjl he slopte 
Lo Abigayl, by good conseil how she 1 9 

Sa\ed hir housbond Nahal, whan that he 
Sholde han be slayn , and loke, Ester also 
By good conseil delivered out of wo 
The peple of god, and made him, Mar- 
dochee, 

Of Assuero enhaunced for to be (13) 
Ther nis no-thing in gree supeilatj-t, 1 375 
As seith Senek, above an humble wjf 
Suffre thy wjwcs tonge, as Caton bit , 
She shal comande, and thou shalt suffren 
It, 

And yet she wol obe>o of cn^toisyc 
A wyf IS keper of thjn housbondiyc , 1380 
Wei may the syke man biwaillo and wepe, 
Ther as ther ms no wyf the hous to kepo 
I warne thee, if wysly thou wolt wirche. 
Love wel thy wyf, as Crist loveth h’S 
chirclie 

If thou lovest thy-self, thoulovest thy wyt , 
No man hateth his flesh, but in his lyf 
Ho fostreth it, and therfore hidde I thee, 
Chorisse thy wyf, or thou shalt never thee 
Housbond and wyf, what so men jape or 
pleye, 

Of worldly folk holden the siker weyo ,1 3QO 
They been so knit, ther may noon harm 
bitydo 

And namely, up-on the wyves syde 
For which this Januarie, of whom I tolde, 
Considered hath, inwith lus dayesolde,(i 30) 
The lusty lyf, the vertuous quiete, 1395 

That is in manage hony-swete , 

And for his freendes on a day he sente, 
To tellen hem th’effect of his entente 
With face sad, Ins tale he hath hem 
told , *399 

He seyde, ‘ freendes, I am boor and old, 
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And almost, god wot, on my pittes brink© , 
Up-on my soul© somwhat most© I think© 
I have my body folily despended , (159) 

Blessed be god, that it shal been amended ’ 
For I wol be, certeyn, a wedded man, 140^ 
And that anoon in al the haste I can, 
Un-to som mayde fair and tendre of age 
I prey yow, shapeth for my manage 
Al sodeynly, for I wol nat abyde , 

And I wolfonde t’espyen, on my syde, 1410 
To whom I may be wedded hastily 
But for as-muche as ye ben mo than I, 

Ye shullen rather swich a thing espyen 
Than I, and wher me best wore to allyen 
But o thing warne I yow, my freendos 
dere, (171) 1415 

I wol non old wyf han in no manere 
She shal nat passe twenty yeer, cortayn , 
Old fish and yong flesh wolde I have ful 
fayn 

Bet IS,’ quod he, ‘ a pyk than a pikerel , 
And bet than old boef is the tendre veel 
I wol no womman thritty yeer of ago, 1421 
It IS but bene-straw and greet forage 
And eek thise old© 'w idwes, god it woot. 
They conne so muchtl craft on Wades 
boot, 

So muchol broken liaiin, whan that hem 
lesto, 142s 

Tliat y ith hem sholde I never live in reste 
For sondry scoles maken sotil clerkis , 
Womman of manye scoles half a clerk is 
But certevnh , a yong thing may men gye. 
Right as men may warm wex with handes 
plvc 14^0 

’^liei fore I sey yov ploynly, in a clause, 

1 yol non old wyf ban right for this 
cause (i88) 

For if so were, I hadde swich mischaunco, 
1 hat I in hir ne coudo lian no plesaunce, 
dlianne sholde I led© my l>f in avoutrvo, 
And go streight to the dovel, whan I d^e 
Ne children sholde I none up-on hir goten, 
Yet were me lever houndos had me eten, 
Than that myn heritage sholde falle 14^0 
In straungo hand, and this I toll yow alle 
I dote nat, I woot the cause why 
Men sholde wedde, and furthermore wot I, 
Ther speketh many a man of manage, 
That woot no-more of it than woot my 
page, (200) 1444 


For whiche causes man sholde take a wy£ 
If he n© may nat liven chast his lyf, 

Take him a wyf with greet devocioun, 
By-cause of leveful procreacioun 
Of children, to th’onour of god above. 

And nat only for paramour or love , 1450 
And for they sholde let hery© eschue. 

And yelde hir dettes whan that they ben 
duo , 

Or for that ech of hem sholde helpen 
other (209) 

In meschief, as a suster shal the brother , 
And live in chastite© ful holily 1455 
But sires, by your leve, that am nat I 
For god be thanked, I dar make avaunt, 

I fele my limes stark and suffisaunt 
To do al that a man bilongeth to , 

I woot my-selven best what I may do 1460 
Though I be hoor, I fare as dooth a tree 
That blosmeth er that fruyt y-woxen be , 
A blosmy tree nis neither drye ne deed 
I fele me nowher hoor but on myn heed , 
Myn herte and alle my limes been as 
grene (221) 1465 

As laurer thurgh the yeer is for to sen© 
And sm that ve han heid ol myn entente, 
I prey yow to my wil yo wole assonte * 
Diverse men diversely him tolde 
Of manage manj e ensamples olde 1470 
Somme blamed it, somme preysed it, 
certe> n , 

But atte laste, shortly for to seyn, 

As al day falleth altercacioun 1473 

Bitwixen freendes in disputisoun, (230) 
Ther fil a strjf bitwixe his bretheren two, 
Of whiche that oon was cleped Placebo, 

J ustinus soothly called w as that other 
Placebo sey do, ‘o Januarie, brother, 
Ful litol node had "ve, mj^ loid so dere, 
Conseil to axe of any that is here , 1480 

But that ye been so ful of sapience, 

That yow n© lyketh, for your heighe 
prudence, 

To weyven fio the word of Salomon 
This word seydo he un-to us everiohon 
“ Wirk alle thing b> conseil,” thus seyde 
he, (241) i48<^ 

“ And thanne shaltow nat repent© thee ” 
But though thit Salomon spak swich 
a word, 

Myn owene dere brother and my lord, 
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'wisly god my sonle biingo at reste, 

I hold your O'w ene conseil is the heste 1490 
For brother myn, of me tak this motyf, 

I have no-w been a conrt-man al my ]\f 
\nd god it woot, though I unworthy be, 

I ha^e stonden m fill greet degree (2S0) 
Aboufen lordos of tnl heigh estaat , 140S 

Yet hodde I never with noon of lam 
debaat 

I never hem contraried, treweli , 

I woot wel that my lord ( an moie tiian I 
Wliat that ho seith, I holde it feime and 
stable , 

I SGve the same, or elles thing semblxble 
A till gret fool IS any oonscillonr, isoi 
That serveth any lord of lieigh honour, 
That d xr presume, or elles thenken it. 
That his conseil sholde passe his lordes 
wit {'260) 

Xay, lordes been no foies, hy m;^ fay, isos; 
Ye han yonr-selven shewed heer to-day 
So heigh sentence, so holily and weel. 
That I conscnto and c onferme c\ erj -d^el 
Your wordes alle, and j our opiinoun i^oq 
B y god, ther ms no man in al this toun 
N’m al Itaille, that coude bet han sayd , 
Cnst halt him of this eonseil wel apayd 
And trewely, it is an heigh corage 
Of any man, that stapen is in age, (270) 
To take a yong , by my fader km. 
Your hcrtc hangofh on a jo]\ pm isi6 

Doth now in this matere right as ^ow 
Icste, 

For finally I holde it for the heste ’ 
Tugtinus, that ay stille sat and herde, 
Right m this wyse to Plareho answerde 
‘ Now brother mjn, be pacient, I prcye. 
Sin ye han seyd, and herkneth wliat I 
seye 1522 

Senek among his othere wordes wyse 
Seith, that a man oghte him light wel 
avyse, (280) 

To whom he yeveth his lond or Ins 

Cltel 

And sin I oghte avyse me right wel 
To whom I j eve my good awey fio me, 
Wel much el more I oghte avysed bo 
To whom I yeve my body , for alwey 
I wame yow wel, it is no childes phy 1^30 
To take a wyf witli-oute avysement 
Men moste enquere, this is myn assent, 


[t (>3<53-94'>o. 


"Wher she ho w^s, or sohro, or dronke- 
lewe, (289) 

Oi proud, or elles othor-weys a slirowc , 

A chydester, or wastour of thy good, ist*? 
Or riche, or poore, or elles mannish wood 
Al-be-it so that no man finden shal 
Noon m this world that trotteth bool 
in al. 

No man ne becsf, swich as men coudo 
devyse , 

But uathelees, it oghtp y-nough suffise 1 S40 
With any wyf, if so were that she hadclo 
Mo gode thewes than hir vj ccs hadde , 
And al this axeth leysei for t'onquere 
For god it woot, T have wept many a tore 
Ful pnvel’^ , sin Iha/e had awyf (^^oi) is4=) 
Prey so who so wole a wedded manncs R 
Certcin, I finde in it hut cost and care. 
And observances of alle blisses haie 1:^48 
And jet, god woot, mj nr ighc bores ahoute, 
A.nd name ly of wommen many a route 
Seyn that T have tho moste stedefast w\f, 
And oek tho mekestc 0011 th it In rcth lyt 
But I wot best wher wrmgeth mo my 
sho ( :?og) 

Yo mov\e, for me, right as yowlyketh do, 
Avysoth vow, vo been a man of age, i 5 ; 5:5 
How that je enfren in-to manage, 

And namely with a v ong wj f and a fair 
By him that made water, ertho, and air. 
The yongest man that is m al this route 
Is bisy y-nogh to bringen it ahoute 15(10 
To han his w j f allono, trusteth me 
Ye shul nat plese hir fiillj j ores three, 
This is to seyn, to aoon hir lul plesaunco 
\ w^ axethfnl many an observaunee (520) 
I prey yow that yo he nat yvel apayd ’ 

‘ Wel,’ quod this Januarie, ‘ and hastow 
sayd? i:;66 

Straw for thy Renek, and for thj^ pro- 
verhes, 

I counte nat a panier ful of herhes 
Of scole-termes , wyser men than thow, 
A.S thou hast herd, assenteden right now 
To my purpos , Placebo, what se\ ye ?’ 

* I seye, it is a cursed man,’ quod he, 

‘ That letteth mafrimoine, sikcrlj ’ (^29) 

And with that word they rysen sodejnly, 
And been assented fully, that ho sholds 
Be wedded whanne him list and wher he 
wolde. i5-’6 
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Heigb. fantasy e and curious bisxnease 
Fro day to day gan m tho soule impresse 
Of Januarie aboute his manage 
Many tan shap, and many a fair visage 
Ther passeth thurgh his herte, night by 
night (337) >58* 

As who-so toke a mirour polished bright, 
And sette it m a commune maiket-place, 
Ihan sholdo he see many a figure pace 
By his mirour , and, in the same wyse, 
Oan Januano in with his thoght devyse 
Of maydens, whiche that dweltea lum 
bisyde i S87 

Ho wiste nat wher that he mighte abyde 
For if that 0011 h ivc boautee in hir face, 
Another stant so in the jieples giace 1590 
For hir sadnesse, and hir benigniteo. 

That of the pcple giettcst voys hath she 
And somnie ^ ere riche, and haddeii badde 
name (349) 

But nathelces, bitwise ernest and game. 
Ho atte laste apo-ynted him on oon, i‘;9^ 
And leot alle othcro iiom his heite 
goon, 

And choes hir oi Ins owone auctoriteo , 
For love is blind al da\, and rnaynat see 
And whan that ho vas in his bed y- 
broght, 

He piutrejed, in his hcito and in his 
thoght, 1600 

Hir ficsshe beautce and hii ago tendic, 
Hir myddel smal, hir armes longe and 
sclcndie, 

Hir wyse go\cmaunco, hir gentillesse, 
Hir wommanly boiinge ind hii sadnesso 
And whan th it ho on hu was con- 
descended, (3b i) 1605 

Him thoughte Ins chois mighto nat ben 
amended 

For whan that he him sell concluded 
hadde. 

Him thoughte ech other mannes wit so 
badde, 

That mpossible it were to ropl> e 
Agayn his chois, this was his fantasy o 1610 
His tieendcs sente he to at his instaunce, 
And preyed hem to doon him that pies- 
aunco. 

That hastily they wolden to him come , 
He woldo ubregge hir laboui, alle and 
some (37a) 1614 


Nedeth na-more for him to go n© ryde, 

He was apoyntod ther he wolde abyde 
Placebo cam, and eek hisfreendessone, 
And alderfirst he bad hem alle a bone, 
•That noon of hem none argumentes make 
Agayn tho purpos which that ho hath 
take , 16 JO 

•* Which purpos was plesant to god,’ seyde 
he, 

‘ And verray ground ot his prosperitee ’ 

He seyde, ther was a mayden in the 
toun, 

Which that of beautee hadde greet re- 
noun, (38a) 

Al were it so she were of smal degree , 
Suffyseth him hir youthe and hir lioautee 
Which mayde, he seyde, he wolde hau to 
his wyf, 

To lede in ese and holinesse his lyf 
And thanked god, that he mighte hA.T> 
hire al, 1629 

That no wight of his blisse parten shal 
And preyde hem to labouren in this 
nede, 

And shapen that ho faille nat to spede , 
For thanno he seyde, his spint •was at ese 
‘ Thanne is,’ quod he, ‘ no-thmg may mo 
displese, (390) 1634 

Save o thing piiketh in my conscience, 
The which i wol rehercc in your xiresencc 
1 have,’ quod he, ‘ herd seyd, ful yore 
ago, 

Ther may no man ban parfito blisses two, 
This 13 to soye, in erthe and eek in 
hovene 

For though he kepe him fro the sinnes 
sevene, 1640 

And ock Irom every hianche of thilke 
tree, 

Yet 18 ther so parfit felicitoe, 

And so greet ese and lust in manage, (399) 
That ever I am agast, now in myn ago, 
That I shal letle now so mery a lyf, 1645 
So delicat, with-outen wo and stryf, 

That I shal have myn hovene in ortho 
hcio 

For sith that •verray hei on© is boght so 
dere, 

With tribulacioun and greet peuaunco, 
How shoide I thanne, that live in swich 
plosaunce 1650 
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As alle wedded men don witli hir wyvis, 
Come to the blisse ther Crist eteme on 
ly ve IS ? 

This IS my drede, and ye, my bretheren 

tweye, (409) 

Assoilleth me this qnestioun, I preye ’ 
Jnstinus, which that hated his folye, 1655 
Answerde anon, right in his japeryo , 

And for he wolde his longe tale abregge, 
He wolde noon auctoritee allegge, 16^8 
But seyde, ‘ sire, so ther be noon obstacle 
Other than this, god of his hye miracle 
And of his mercy may so for yow wirche, 
That, er ye have your right of holy 
chirche, (4*8) 

Ye may reiiente of wedded mannes lyf. 

In which ye seyn ther is no wo ne stryf 
And elles, god forbede but he sente 1665 
A wedded man him grace to repente 
Wei ofte rather than a sengle man • 

And therfore, sire, the beste reed I can, 
Dispeire yow noght, but have m your 
memorie, 1669 

Paraunter she may be your purgatorie ’ 
She may be goddes mene, and goddes 
whippe , 

Than shal your soule up to hevene skippo 
Swifter than dooth an arwe out of ihe 
bowe ’ (429) 

I hope to god, her-after shul ye knowe. 
That their nis no so greet felicitee 1675 
In manage, ne nevor-mo shal be. 

That yow shal lotte of your savacioun. 

So that ye use, as skile is and resoun, 

The lustes of your wyf attemprely, 1679 
And that ye plcse hir nat to amorously, 
And that ye kcpe yow eek from other 
sinne 

My tale is doon — for my wit is thinne 
Beth nat agast her-of, my brother dere ’ — 
(But lat us waden out of this matere (440) 
The Wyf of Bathe, if ye ban understonde, 
Of manage, which we have on honde, 1686 
Declared hath ful wel in litel space) — 
‘Pareth now wel, god have yow in his 
grace ^ 

And with this word th*s Justin and his 
brother 

Han take hir leve, and ech of hem of 
other 1690 

For whan they sawe it moste nedes be, 


They wroghten so, by sly and wys tretce, 
That she, this maydcn, which that Man 3 
highto, 

As hastily as ever that she miglite, (4')0) 
Shal wedded be un-to this Januarie i6t)5 
I trowe it were to longe yow to tarie. 

If I yow tolde of eveiy sent and bond, 

By which that she was feffed in Ins lond , 
Or for to herknen of hir riche arra}’’ 

But finally y-comen is the day 1700 

That to the chircho bothe be they went 
For to receyve the holy sacrement 
Forth comth the pieest, with stole aboute 
his nekko, 4 so) 

And bad hir be lyk Sarra and Rebekko, 
In wisdom and in trouthe of manage , 
And seyde his orisons, as is usage, i7t)6 
And cronched hem, and bad god sholde 
hem blesse, 

And made al siker y-nogh with holinesse 
Thus been they wedded with solemi- 
nitee, 

And at the festo sittctli ho and she 1710 
With other worthy folk up-on the deys 
Al ful of joye and blisse is the p ile-y s, 

Aud ful of instruments and of ^ itaille. 
The moste doyntevous of al Itaillo (470) 
Biforn hem stoode swicho instruments of 
soun, 1715 

That Orpheus, ne of Thebes Amphiouii, 
No maden never swich a melodye 

At every cours than cam loud minstial- 
cyo, 

That never tromped Toab, for to here. 

Nor he, Tlieodomas, yet lialf so clere, 1720 
At Thebes, w han the citee was in doute 
Bacus the wyn hem skinketh al aboute, 
And Venus laugheth up-on every wight 
For JanuoTie was bicomo hir knight, (480) 
And wolde botho assayen his corage 1725 
In libertoe, and eek in manage , 

And with hir fyrbrond in hir hand aboi te 
Dauncoth bifom the brydo and al the 
route 

And certeinly, I dar right wel seyn this, 
YmenSus, that god of wedding is, 17^0 
Saugh never his lyf so mery a wedded 
man 

Hold thou thy pees, thou pocto Marcian, 
That wrytest us that like wedding murie 
Of hir, Philologye, and him, Mcrcune, 
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And of tlie songes that the Muses songe 
To smal is hothe thy penne, and eek thy 
tonge, (492) 1736 

For to descry ven of this manage 
Whan tendre youtho hath -wedded stoup- 
ing age, 

Ther is swich mirtho that it may nat be 
■wnten , 

Assaveth it your-self, than may j e witen 
II th xt I Ij^e or noon in this matere 1741 
Mams, that sit with so benigne a chore, 
Hir to biholde it somed fayi'rye , (499) 

Queue Ester lobed never with swich an ye 
On Assuer, so meke a look hath she 1745 
] ni ly yow nat dovyse al hir beautee , 

But thus mucho of hir bcautoo telle I 
nia>, 

That she was Ijk the brighte niorwe of 
May, 

Fill hid of alio bcautoo and plesaunce 
This Januarie is ravisshcd m a traunce 
At exeiy tnno he loked on hir face , i/si 
Bi t m his herto he gan liir to manaco. 
That he tint night in armos wolde hir 
stroyue 

Haider than over Pans dide Eh jne (^iio) 
But natholcob, -vet hadde ho greet pitco, 
That tliilke night oftenden hir mostc ho , 
And tlioughtc, ‘alias ’ o tendro cieaturo’ 
Now wolde god j e mighte v el endure 
Al m\ corage , it is so sharp and keno , 

I am igast ye shul it nat sustene 1760 
But god loibcdc that I dide al my might ’ 
box/ wolde god that it x\ ore woxen night, 
And til it the night wolde laston evermo 
1 wolde that al tins pcple weio ago ’ (^20) 
And finally, he doth xl his laboui, 1705 
As he best mighto, savingo his honour, 

To haste hem fro the mete in subtil 

'ITie tj mo cam that reson was to ryso , 
A xd aftei that, men daunce and drinkon 
faste, 176c) 

And sp^-oes al abouto the hous they caste , 
And ful ot joye and blisso is every man , 
All but a squx^er, liighte Barniin, 

W Inch cait biforn the king’ t lul many 
a day 

He w IS so ravisshed on Ins ladj May, (5?o) 
That lor the vonay poyno ho was ny 
wood , 1775 


Almost he swelte and swowned ther he 
stood 

So sore hath Venus hurt him with hir 
brond, 

As that she bar it daunsmge in hir 
hond 

And to hig bed bo wente him hastily , 
Na-more of him as at this tymo speke I 
But ther I Icte him wepe y-nough and 
pleyne, (537) 

Til fresslie May wol rewen on his jieyne 
O perilous fyr, that in the hedstraw 
hrodeth ’ Auctor 

O famulier foo, that his servyce bedeth ’ 

O servant traitour, false hoomly hewe, 1785 
Lyk to the naddie in bosom sly untrewe, 
God shilde us alio fiom your aqueynt- 
aiince ' 

O Januaiie, dronken in plesaunce 
Of manage, see how thy Damian, 

Thyn owene sqnyer and thy borne man, 

]' ntendeth for to do thee vileinyo 1791 

God graunte thee thyn hoomly fo t’espye 
1< or in this world ins worse pestilence (549) 
Than hooml\ loo al day m thy presence 
Parfouined hath the sonne his ark 
diurno, 1795 

No lenger maj the body of him sojurne 
On th oiisoiite, as in that latitude 
N.ght With his mantel, that is dork and 
lude, 

Gan oxeisprede the hemispeiio aboute , 
Tor which departid is tins lusty loute 
Tio Januaiit, with think on every syde 
Horn to hir houses lustily they ryde, 1802 
Wher-as they doon Ini thingcs as hem 
leste, 

And whan tiny hir tymo, goon to 
reste (560) 

Sono aftei that, tli's hastif Januarie 1805 
Wolde go to bedde, he wolde no lenger 
taiie 

He diinketh ipocias, cl irree, and vernage 
Of spj ces hoto, t encrcson his corage , 
And many a lotuarie hadde he ful fyn, 
bwicho as the cursed monk dan C!on- 
stantyn iSio 

Hath wnten in Ins book da Coitu , (07) 

T > eton hem alle, ho nas no-thmg eschiu 
And to his pi iveo freondes thus soyde he 
‘ For goddos love, as sono as it may be, 
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Lat voyden al this hons in onrteys wyse ’ In his niglit-cappe, and with his nekke 
And they han doon right as he wol lene , 


devyse, 1816 

Men dnnken, and the travcrs drawo anon , 
The bryde was hroght a-bedde as stille as 
stoon, 

And whan the bed was with the preest 
y-blessed, 

Out of the chambre hath every wight 
him dressed. x8^o 

And Januane hath faste in arraes take 
His fresshe May, his paradys, his make 
He lulleth hir, he kisseth hir fnl ofte 
With thikke bristles of his herd nnsofto, 
Lyk to the skin of honndfish, sliarp as 
brere, (581) 182:; 

For he was shave al newe m his manere 
He rubbeth hir aboute hir tendre face, 
And seyde thus, ‘ alias ’ I moot trespace 
To yow, my spouse, and yow gretly offende, 
Er tyme come that I wil doiin descende 
But nathelees, considereth this,’ quod he, 
* Therms no workman, what-so-ever he be. 
That may bothe werke wel and hastily , 
This wol be doon at leyser parfitly (59^)) 
It IS no fors how longethat we pleye , 1835 
In trewe wedlok wedded be we tweye , 
And blessed be the yok that we been 
inne, 

For in our actes we mowe do no sinne 
A man may do no sinne with his wyf, 

Ne hurte him-selven with his owene knyf , 
For we hau leve to pleye us by the 
lawe ’ 1841 

Thus laboureth he til that the day gan 
dawe , 

And than he taketh a sop in fyn clarree, 
And upright m his bod than sitteth he. 
And after that he sang ful loude and 
elere, (601) 184^ 

And kiste his wyf, and made wantoun 
chere 

He was al ooltish, fnl of ragerye. 

And ful of jargon as a flekked pye 
The slakkeskin aboute his nekke shaketh, 
Whyl that he sang , so chaunteth he and 
craketh 1850 

But god wot what that May though to in 
hir herte. 

Whan she him saugh up sittinge in his 
oherte, 


She prej-seth nit his pleying worth a 
bene (610) i8«;4 

Than seide he thus, ‘ my reste wol I take , 
Now day is come, 1 may no lengor wake ’ 
And doun he leyde his heed, and sleep 
til prymo 

And afterward, whan that he saugh his 
tyme. 

Up ryseth Januane , but fiesslie May 
Holdeth hir chambre un-to the fourthe 
day, i860 

As usage is of wyvos for the beste 
For every labour som-tjTne moot han 
reste, 

Or elles longc may ho nat emliire , 

Tins is to seyn, no ly\ es creature, (620) 
Be it of fish, or bnd, 01 beest, or man 1865 

Aiictor 

Now wol 1 speke of woful Damian, 
That languissheth for lo%o, as yo shul 
here , 

Therfore I speko to him in this manere 
I seye, ‘ O sely Damian, alias * 

Answere to my demaunde, as in this cas, 
Howshaltow to thy lady fresshe May 1871 
Telle thy wo ? She wole alwoy seye “nay ” , 
Eek if thou speke, she wol thy wo bi- 
wreye , (629) 

God be thyn help, I can no bettre seye 
This syke Damian in Venus fyr 1875 
So brenneth, that he dyeth for desyr , 
For which he putte his lyf m aventure, 
No lenger mighte he in this wyse endure , 
But pnvely a penner gan he borwe. 

And in a lettre wroot he al Ins sorwe, 18S0 
In manere of a compleynt or a lay, 

Un to his faire fresshe lady May 
And in a purs of silk, heng on his sherto, 
He hath it put, and leyde it at his 
herte (640) 1884 

The mone that, at noon, was, thilke day 
That Januane hath wedded fiesshe May, 
In two of Taur, was in-to Cancre gliden , 
So longe hath Mams in hir chambre 
biden, 

As custume is un-to thi&e nobles alle 
A bryde shal nat eten m the hallo, 1890 
Til dayes foure or three dayes atte leste 
Y-passed been , than lat hir go to feste 
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The foiirtlie day compleet Iro noon to 
noon, (649) 

Whan that the heighe masse was y-doon, 
In halle sit this Jannarie, and May 1895 
As fresh as is the bright© someres day 
And so bifel, how that this gode man 
Remembred him upon this Damian, 
Andseyde, ‘ SemteMaiie ’ how may this be, 
That Damian cntondeth nat to me? 1900 
Is he ay syk, or how may this bityde? ’ 
His squycics, whiclie that stoden ther 
bisjde, (658) 

rxcused him by cause of his siknesse. 
Winch letted Iniu to doon his bisinesse, 
Noon other cause miglite make him tarie 
‘That me lortliinketh,’ quod this Jan- 
uaiit, 1906 

‘ He IS a gontil squyei , by my troutho ' 
Kthat ho dej/de, it were harm androutho , 
He is as i\^s, discreet, and as s( oree 
As any man I woot of his degree , iqio 
And ther-to manl> and etk scrvisable, 
And for to been a thrrtty man right able 
But after mete, as soiie as evci I may, 

1 wol m3. -self Mb^te him and eek May, 

To doon him al tlie corifoit that I can ’ 
An I for th it woid him blessed e^ oiy man, 
That, of Ins bounioe and his gentillesse, 
Ho wolde so coiitorten in siknesse (974) 
His squ.3ei, loi it -was i gentil dede 
*Dimc,’ quod tin 3 Januario, ‘tak good 
hedo, 19^0 

At-alter me te yc, \Mth your wommen alle. 
Whan 30 h in been in chainbre out of 
this hallc. 

That alle 0 go stc this Damian , 

Doth him dispoit, he is a gontil man , (680) 
And tclleth hmi th it 1 wol him visyte, 
Have I no-thing but listed me a l>te , 
And spede 3 ow lasto, for I wolo abydo 
Ti I that ye slope fasto by my syde ’ 

And with that ord he gun to him to calle 
A squyei, that was marc lial of Ins hallo. 
And toldo him ccitcyn t hinges, what he 
wolde ion 

This fresshe May hath streight liir wey 
y-holdc, 

Whth alle hir wommen, tin to Damian 
Doun by his beddes syde sit she than, ((kjo) 
Confortinge him as goodly as she ma3 
This Damian, whan that his tyme he say, 


In secree wise his purs, and eek his bille, 
In which that he y-writen hadde his 
wille, 1938 

Hath put m-to hir hand, with-outen more, 
Save that he syketh wonder depe and sore, 
And softely to hir 1 ight thus seyde he 
‘ Mercy ’ and that ye nat discovere me , 
For I am deed, if that this thing be kid ’ 
This purs hath she inwith hir bosom hid, 
And wente hir wey , yc gete namore of me 
But un-to Januarie y-comen is she, 1946 
That on his beddes syde sit ful softe (703) 
He taketh bir, and kisseth hir fol ofte, 
And leydo him doun to slcpe, and that 
anon 

She fe3aicd hir as that slie moste gon 1950 
Ther-as ye woot that eveiy wight mot 
nede 

And wh m she of this bille hath taken 
hedo, 

She rente it al to cloutcs atte laste. 

And in the privee softely it caste. (710) 
Who studiefh now but faire fresshe 
May? 1955 

\doun by oldc Tanutiiie she lav, 

That sleep, til that the cougho hath him 
awaked , 

4iion he pi eyde hir stropen hir al naked , 
Ho wolde of hir, he sevde, ban som jile- 
saunce, 

\nd sevde, hii clothes dido him eucom- 
braunce, i960 

Vnd slio obcyetli, bo hir lief orlooth 
But lost that precious folk be with me 
wioofli, 

How that he wioghte, I dar nat to 30W 
tcllo , 

Or whether hir thoughte it paradys or 
hello , (720) 

But hero I Ictc lu in workoii in hir vryse 
Til evensong rong, and th it they moste 
ar3se 1966 

Wero it by dcstmoe or av onto re, 

Were it by influence or by nature, 

Or constellacion, that in sw ich estat 
The heveno stood, tliat tyme fortunat 1970 
Was for to putto a billo of Venus werkes 
(For alio thing hath tyme, as seyn this© 
clerkes) 

To any wommatt, for to gete hir love, 

I can nat seye , but grete god above, (730) 
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That knoweth that non act is canselees, 
He dexne of al, for I wol holde my pees 
But sooth IS this, how that this fresshe 
May 1977 

Hath t^e swich impression that day, 
For pitee of this syke Damian, 

That from hir herte she ne drjrve can 1980 
The rememhraTinco for to doon him ese 
‘Certeyn,’ thoghte she, ‘whom that this 
thing displese, 

I rekke noght, for hero I him assure. 

To love him best of any creature, (740) 

Though he na-morehadde than his sherte ’ 
Lo, pitee renneth sone in gcntil herte 
Heer may ye so how excellent franchyse 
In wommen is, whan they hem narwe 

avyse, 1988 

Som tyrant is, as ther be many oon. 

That hath an herte as hard as any stoon, 
Which wolde han lete him sterven in 
the place 1991 

Wei rather than han graunted him hir 
grace, 

And hem rejoysen m hir cruel pryde, 
And rekke nat to been an homicyde (/sjo) 
This gentil May, fulfilled of pitee, 1995 
Right of hir hande a lettre made she, 

In which she graunteth him hir verray 
grace , 

Ther lakketh noght but only day and 
place, 

Wher that she mighte un-to his lust 
suffyse 

For it shal be nght as he wol devyse 2000 
And whan she saugh hir time, up-on a day. 
To visite this Damian goth May, 

And sotiUy this lettre doun she threste 
Under his pilwe, rede it if him leste (760) 
She taketh him by the hand, and hardo 
him twiste 2005 

So secrely, that no wight of it wiste, 

And bad him been al hool, and forth she 
wente 

To Januarie, whan that he for hir sente 
Up ryseth Damian the nexte morwe, 

Al passed was his siknesse and his sorwo 
He kembeth him, he proyneth him and 
pykcth, 2011 

He dooth al that his lady lust and lyketh , 
And eek to Januane he gooth as lowe 
As ever dide a dogge for the bowe (770) 


He is so plesant un-to every man, 2015 
(For craft is al, who-so that do it can) 
That every wight is fnyn to spoke him 
good , 

And fully in his lady grace he stood 
Thus lete I Damian aboute his nedo. 

And m my tale forth I wol procedo 2020 
Somme clerkes holden that felicitee 
Stant in delyt, and therefor certeyn he, 
This noble Januarie, with al his might. 
In honest wyse, as longeth to a knight, 
Shoop him to live ful deliciously (781) 2025 
His housinge, his array, as honestly 
To his degree was maked as a kin ges 
Amonges othere of his honest thinges. 

He made a gardm, walled al with st<x)n , 
So fair a gardm woot I now her noon 20 o 
For out of doute, I verraily suppose. 

That he that wroot the Romance of the 
Rose 

Ne cotide of it the beautee wel devyse , 
Ne Priapus ne mighte nat suffyse, (790^ 
Though he be god of gaidins, for to 
telle 20^1) 

The beautee of the gardm and the wf lie. 
That stood under a laurer alw cy greno 
Ful ofte tjone he, Pluto, and his queue, 
Proserpina, and al hir fay( 5 rye 
Disporten hem and maken melodye 2040 
Aboute that welle, and daunced, as men 
tolde 

This noble knight, this Januarie the olde, 
Swich deintee hath in it to walke and 
pleye, (709) 

That he wol no wight suffren here the kcj o 
Save he him self, for of the smale wiket 
He bar alwey of siher a smal cliket, 2046 
With which, whan that him leste, he it 
unshette 

And whan he wolde paye his wyf hir dette 
In somer seson, tinder wolde he go, 

And May his wyf, and no wight but they 
two , 2os;o 

And thinges whiche that were nat doon 
a-bedde, 

He m the gardm parfoumed hem and 
spedde 

And in this wyse, many a mery day. 
Lived this Januarie and fresshe May (810) 
But worldly joye may nat alwey dure 2055 
To Januane, ne to no creature 
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Aiictor 

0 sodeyn hap, o thou fortune instable, 
Lyk to the soorpioun so deceivable, 
lhat flaterest with thyn heed when thou 
wolt stinge , 

Thy tayl is deeth, thurgh thyn onveni- 
minge 2060 

0 brotil joye ’ o swete venim queynte ’ 

0 monstre, that so subtilly canst poynte 
Thy yiftes, under hewe of stodfastnesse, 
Tliat thou deceyvest bothe more and lease ’ 
Why hastow Januarie thus deceyved, (821) 
That haddcst him for thy ful frend re- 
ceyved ? 2066 

And now thou hast biraft him bothe hise 

For sorwe of which desyrcth he to dyen 
Allas ! this noble Januarie free, 
Amidde Ins lust and his jirosperitee, 2070 
Is woxen bbnd, and tliat al sodeynly 
He woiieth and ho wayleth pitously , 

And ther-with-al the fyr of jalousye, (829) 
Lest that his wyf sholde falle in som folye, 
So brente his herte, that he woldelayn 2075 
That som man bothe him and hir had 
slayn 

For neither after his deeth, norm his lyf, 
Ne y olde he that she were love no 'svyf, 
But ever live as widwe in clothes blake, 
Soul as tlio turtle that lost hath liir make 
But atto laste, after a montho or tweye, 
His sorwe gan as wage, sooth to seye , 20S2 
For wlian he wiste it may noon other be, 
He paciently took Ins adversitee , (840) 

Save, out of doutc, ho may nat forgoon 
That he nas jalous evermore in oon , 
Which jalousye it was so outrageous. 
That neithenn halle, n’ln noon other hous, 
No in noon other place, novor-the-mo, 

He nolde sutfre hir for to rydo or go, 2090 
But if that he had hand on hir alway , 
For which ful ofte wepeth fresshe May, 
That loveth Damian so benign oly. 

That she mot outher dyen sodeynly, (850) 
Or oUes she mot han him as hir loste , 2095 
She wayteth whan hir herte wolde breste 
Up-on that other syde Damian 
Bicomen is the sorwefulleste man 
That ever was , for neither night ne day 
Ko mighte ho speke a woid to fresshe 
May, 2100 


As to Ins purpos, of no swich matere, 
But-if that Januarie moste it here. 

That hadde an hand up-on hir overmo 
But nathelees, by wryting to and fro (860) 
And pnvee signes, wiste ho wliat she 
mente , 2105 

And she know eek the fyn of Ins entente 

Auctor 

0 Januarie, what mighte it thee availle. 
Thou mightest see as fer as shippes saiUe ? 
For also good is blind deceyved be, 

As be deceyved whan a man may see 21 10 
Lo, Argus, which that hadde an hondred 

For al that ever ho coude poure or pryen. 
Yet was he blent , and, god wot, so ben 
mo. 

That wenen wisly that it bo nat so (870) 
Passe over is an ese, I soy na-more 2115 
This fresshe May, that I spak of so 
yore. 

In warme wex hath emprented the cliket, 
Tliat Januaiie bar of the smalo wiket. 

By which in-to his gardin ofte he wente 
And Damian, that knew al hir entente, 
The cliket countrofeted pnvely , 2121 

Ther nis na-more to seye, but hastih 
Som wonder by tins cliket slial bityde, 
TOiioh ye shul heron, if ye wole abyde 
O noble Ovyde, ful sooth seystou, god 
woot ’ Auctor 

What sleighte is it, thogh it be long and 
lioot, (882) 2126 

That he nil finde it out in som manere ? 
By Piramus and Tesbee may men lere , 
Thogh they were kept ful longe streite 
overal, 

They been accorded, rouninge thurgh a 
wal, 2130 

Tlier no wight coude han founde out 
swich a sleighte (887) 

But now to purpos , er that dayes eighte 
Were passed, er the inonthe of Juil, hifil 
That Januarie hath caught so greeta wil, 
Thurgh egging of Ins wyf, him for to pleye 
In his gardin, and no wight but they tweye, 
That m a morwe un-to this May seith he 
‘ Eys up, my wyf, my love, my lady free 
The turtles vois is herd, my douve swete 
The winter is goon, with alle lus reynes 
wete , 214c/ 
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Com forth now, with thyn eycn columbyn ’ 
How fairer been thybrestos than is wyn ’ 
The gardm is enclosod al abonte , 

Com forth, my whyte spouse , ont of 
donte, (900) 

Thou hast me wounded in mm herte, 
o wyf ’ 214s 

No spot of thee no knew I al my lyf 
Com forth,, and lat ns taken onr disport , 

I chees thee for my wyf and my contort ’ 
Swiche oldo lewed wordos nsed ho , 

On Damian a si^e made she, 2i«;o 

That he sholde go biforen with his cliket 
This Dimian thanno hath opened tho 
wiket, 

And m he stirte, and that in swich manere, 
Tliat no wight mighto it see neither 
y here , (910) 

And stille he sit under a bush anoon 
This Januarie, as blind as is a stoon, 
With Mams in Ins hand, and no wight mo, 
In-to his fresshe gardm is ago, 

And clapte to the wiket sodeynly 

‘ Now, wyf,’ quod he, ‘ heer ms but thou 
and I, 2160 

That art the creature that I best love 
For, by that lord that sit in heyen aboye, 
Leverich hadde dyon on a knyf, 

Than thee offende, trewe dore wyf ♦ (920) 
For goddes sake, thenk how I thee chees, 
Noght for no covcityso, doutth es, 2160 
But only for the loye I had to thee 
And though that I be old, and may nat see, 
Beth to me trewe, and I shal telle yow why 
Three thinges, certes, shul ye winne ther- 
hy, 2170 

First, love of Crist, and to your-self honour. 
And al myn heritage, toun and tour , 

I yeve it yow, maketh chirtres as yow 
leste , (920) 

This shal be doon to-morwe er sonne resto. 
So wisly god my soule bnnge m blisse, 2175 
I prey yow first, in covenant yo me kisso 
Andthogh that I be jalous, wyte me noglit 
Ye been so dope enprented in my thoght. 
That, whan that I oonsidero your beautee, 
And ther-with-al the unlykly elde of me 
I may nat, cortes, thogh I sholde dye, 
Forbere to been out of your companye 
For varray love , this is with-outen doute 
Nowkis me, wyf, and lat ns rom© aboute ’ 


This fresshe May, whan she thiso wordes 
herdc, (941) 2185 

Bonignely to J anuario answerde 
But first and forward she bigan to wepe, 

* I have,’ quod she, ‘ a soule for to kepe 
As wel as ye, and also myn honour. 

And of my w>fliod thilke tendre flour, 2190 
Which that I ha\ c assured in your bond. 
Whan that the preest to vow my body 
bond , 

Wherfore I wole answere in tins manere 
By the leve of yow, m> lord so dere (9^0) 
I prey to god, that never dawe the day 21 9^ 
That I ne sfccrvc, as foiilo as w omman maj , 
If ev er I do un-to my km tli it shame. 

Or ellcs I empeyro so nij n imo. 

That I be lals , and if I do that lakko, 

Do strepo me and put me m a sakke, 22 <k) 
And in the nexte riv or do me drcnche 
I im a gentil womman and no wonche 
Wliy speke ye thus but men hen ever 
untrewe, (o‘?9'' 

And wommen have reprove of yowavnowe 
Ye han non other contenanco, I love, 22015 
But speke to us of untmst and reprev e ’ 
And with tint word she saugh whet 
Damian 

Sat m the bush, and coughen she bigan, 
And with hir finger signes made she. 
That Damian sholde climbe up-on a tree, 
That charged was with fruit, and up he 
wentc , 2211 

For verraily ho knew al hir entente, 

And every signe that she eoudo make 
Wel hot than Januarie, hir oweno make 
For m a lettre she had told him al 22115 
Of this matere, how he werchen shal (972) 
And thus I let© him sitto up-on the pyne. 
And Tanuarie and May rominge myrie 
Bright was the day, and blew the firma- 
ment, 

Phebiis of gold his stnmes doun hath 
sent 2220 

To gladen every flour with Ins warmuosse 
He was that tyme in Gemim% as 1 gesse. 
But litel fro his declinacioun 
Of Canoor, Jovis exaltacioun (980) 

And so bifel, that brighte morv e tyde, 2225 
That m that gardm, in the ferther syde, 
Pluto, that is the king of faydrye. 

And many a lady in his companye, 
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JFol-winge liis wyf, the qucne Proserpyne, 
Ech alter otner, right as any lyn« — 22^0 
Whyl that she gadered flonres in the mode, 
In Claudian ye may the story rede, 

How m his grisly carte he hir fetto — 
This liing of fairyo thanne adoun him 
sette (990) 22^4 

Up-on a bench of tnrves, fresh and grene, 
And right anon thus seyde ho to hiS quenc 
‘ My wyf,’ quod he, ‘ tlier may no wight 
sey nay , 

Th’exponenco so preveth every day 
The treson whiche that wommen doon to 
man 22^9 

Ton hondred thousand [stones] telle I can 
Notable of your nntroutheandbrotilnosse 
O Salomon, wys, nehest of richesse, 224- 
Euliild of sapic nee and of worldly glorie, 
Eul worthy been thy woidcs to memorio 
To every wight that wit and reson can 
Tims preiseth ho yet the bounteo of man 
‘ Amonges a thousand men yet fond loon, 
But of wommen alle fond T noon ” (i(K) 4) 
Thus soith the king that knowotli your 
wikkednesse , 

And Jesus films Syral, as T gesso, 2^ so 

Ne speketh of yow but selde reverence 
A Wilde fyr and coi rujit pestilenco 
So falle up on your bodies yet to-night ' 
No see ye nat this honui able knight, (1010) 
By cause, alias’ that he is blind an<l old, 
His owono man shal make him cokewold , 
Lo heor he sit, the lecliour, in the ti ee -2^7 
Now wol I grannten, of my magestee, 
Un-to this oldo blindo wortliy knight 
That he shal have ayeyn his ©yen sight, 2260 
Whan that his wyf wold doon him vilomyo , 
Than shal he knowen al hir harlotrye 
Both in repre\o of hir and othere mo ’ 

‘ Ye shal,' quod Proserpyno, * wol yoso , 
Now, by my modres sires soulo I swero. 
That I shal yeven hir suffisant answere. 
And alle wommen alter, for hir soke , 
Tliat, though they bo in any gilt y-tako, 
With face bold they shullo hem-self 
excuse. 

And hero hem donn that woldon hem 
accuse 2270 

For lakke of answer, noon ofhem shal dyon 
Al hadde man seyn a thing with bethe his 
yen, <ioj8) 


Yit shul we wommen visage it hardily, 
And wepe, and swore, and chyde suhtilly 
So that ye men shul been as lowed as gees 
What rekketh me of your auotontees? 

I woot wel that this Tew, this Salomon, 
Fond of us wommen foies many oon 
But though that he ne fond no good 
womman, 2279 

Yet hath ther found© many another man 
Wommen ful trowe, ful gode, and ver- 
tuous 

Witnesse on hem that dwello in Cristes 
hous, 

With martirdom they proved hir eon- 
stance (10^9) 

The 'Romayn gestes maken remembrance 
Of many a veri ay tre we wyf also 2285 
But sire, ne be nat wrooth, al-be-it so, 
Tlioiigh that ho seyde ho fond no good 
womman, 

1 prey yow take the sentence of the man , 
Ho mentc thus, that in sovere;yTi bontee 
Nis noon but god, that sit in Tnnitoo 2290 
Ey ’ for verray god, that ms but oon, 
What make ye so muche of Salomon ^ 
Wh 1* though ho made a temple, goddes 
hous ^ ( 1049) 

What though he were riche and glorious 
So made he eek a temple of false goddis, 
How mighte he do a thing that more for- 
hode IS ? 2296 

Pardee, as f lire as ye his name omplastre, 
Ho was a lechour and an ydolastre , 

And in his eldo ho i erray god forsook 
And if that god ne hadde, asseith thehook, 
Y-sparedhim foi hisfadres soke, hesholde 
Have lost his regno rather than he wolde 
I sette noght of al the vilemye, (f059) 

That ye of wommen wryto, a boterflye 
T am a womman, nedes moot I speke, 2305 
Or ellos swells til myn herte breke 
For sithen ho seyde that we ben jam- 
glorosses, 

As ever hool I mote brouke my tresses, 

I shal nat spare, for no curtoisye, 2309 
To speke him harm that wolde us vileinye * 
‘ Dame,* quod this Pluto, ‘ be no longer 
wrooth , 

T yeve it up , but sith I swoor myn ooth 
That I wolde graunten him his sighte 
ageyn, (1069) 
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I^Iy word shal stonde, I wame yow, certeyn 
I am a kmg, it sit me noght to lye ’ 2315 
‘ And I,’ quod she, ‘ a queene of faySry© 
Hit answere shal she have, I unc’ertake , 
Lat us na-more wordes heer-of make 
For Bothe, I wol no longer yow contrarie ’ 
Now lat us turne agayn to Januarie, 2320 
That in the gardin with his faire May 
Singeth, ful merier than the papejay, 

‘ Yow lo^ e I best, and shal, and other 
noon ’ 

So longe aboute the aleyes is he goon, (1080) 
Til he was come agaynes thilke pyrie, 232 
Wher-as this Damian sitteth ful myrie 
An heigh, among the fresshe leves grene 
This fresshe May, that is so bright and 
shene, 

Gan for to syke, and seyde, ‘ alias, my 
syde ’ 

Now sir,’ quod she, ‘ for aught that may 
bityde, 2330 

I moste han of the peres that I see, 

Or I mot dye, so sore longeth me 
To eten of the smale peres grene (1089) 
Help, for hir love that is of hevene queue ’ 
I telle yow wel, a womman in my 
pb^ 2335 

May han to fruit so greet an appetyt, 
That she may dyen, but she of it have ’ 

‘ Allas ’ ’ quod he, ‘ that I ne had heer 
a knave 

That coude chmbe , alias ' all is ’ ’ quod he, 
‘ That I am bhnd ’ ‘ Ye, sir, no fors,’ 

quod she 2340 

‘ But wolde ye vouchc-sauf, for goddes 
sake, 

The P3 rie in with your armes for to take, 
(For 'll el I woot that ye mistruste me) 
Thanne sholde I climbe wely-nogh,’ quod 
she, (1100) 

‘ So I my foot mighte sette upon your bak ’ 
‘ Certes,’ quod he, ‘ ther-on shal be no 
Ilk, 2346 

Mighto I yow helpen with m^n heitc 
blood ’ 

H 0 stouiieth doun , and on his bak she stood. 
And caughte hir by a twiste, and up she 
gooth 

I,^Mlies, I prey yow that ye be nat wrooth , 
I can nat glose, I am a rude man 2331 
And sodeynly anon this Damian 


GanpuUenupthe smok, and in he throng 
And whan that Pluto saugh this grete 
wrong, (1110) 

To Januarie he gaf agayn his sighte, 23135 
And made him see, as wel as ever he 
mighte 

And whan that he hadde caught his 
sighte agayn, 

Ne was ther never man of thmg so fayn 
But on his wyf his thoght was evermo , 
Up to the tree he caste his even two, 2360 
And saugh that Damian Ins wyf had 
dressed 

In swich manere, it may nat ben ex- 
pressed 

But if I wolde speke uncurteisly 
And up he yaf a roring and a cry (1120) 
As doth the moder whan the child shal 
dye 2365 

‘ Out ’ help ’ alias ’ harrow ’ ’ he gan to crye, 
‘ O stronge lady store, what dostow ? ’ 
And she answerde, ‘ sir, what eyleth 
yow’ 

Have pacience, and reson in your minde, 
I have yow holiie on bothe jour eyen 
bliiide 2370 

Up peril of ray soule, I shal nat Ijen, 

As me was taught, to hele with your ytn. 
Was no-thing bet to make yow to see 
Than strugle with a man iip-on a tree (1130) 
God woot, I dide it in ful good entente ’ 

‘ Strugle ’ ’ quod ho, ‘ ye, algate in it 
wente ’ 2376 

God yeve yow bothe on shames deeth to 
dyen’ 

He swyved thee, I saugh it with mvno y6n. 
And elles bo I hanged by the hals ' ’ 

‘ Thanne is,’ quod she, ‘ my medic vne 
al fals , 2380 

For certeinly, if that ve mighto «!oe, 

Yo wolde nat seyn thise wordes un-to me , 
Ye han som glimsmg and no parlit sighte ’ 
‘ I see,’ quod he, ‘ as wel as ever I 
mighte, (”4t>) 

Thonked be god ’ with bothe myne eyen 
two, 2385 

And by my trouthe, me thoughte he dido 
thee so ’ 

‘ Ye maze, maze, gode sire,’ quod she, 

‘ This thank have I for I have maad yow 
see, 
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Allas’’ qnod she, ‘that ever I was so 
kinde ! ’ 

‘ Now, dame,’ qnod he, ‘ lat al passe out 
of minde 2390 

Com donn, my liof, and if I have missayd, 
God help me so, as I am y vel apa^^ d 
But, by my fader soule, I wendo han seyn, 
How that tins Damian had by thee leyii, 
And that thy smok had leym up-on his 
brest ’ (ii'5i) 239«; 

*Ye, sire,’ qnod she, ‘je may ^^ene as 
yow lest , 

But, sire, a man that waketh out of his 
sleep. 

He may nat sodeynly wel taken keep 
Up on a thing, no seen it parfitly, 

Til that he be adawed verraily , 2400 

Right so a man, that longehath blind y-bc, 
Ne may n it sodeynly so wcl y-see. 


First whan his sighte is newe come ageyn. 
As he that hath a day or two y-seyn ( 1 160) 
Til that your sighte y-satled be a whyle, 
Ther may tul many a sighte yow bigyle 
Beth war, I prey yow, for, by hevene 
king, 2407 

Ful many a man weneth to seen a thing, 
And it IS al another than it someth 
He that misconceyveth, he misdometh ’ 
And with that word she loep donn tro the 
tree 2411 

This Januarie, who is glad but he ’ 

He kissetli hir, and clippcth hir ful ofte. 
And on hir wombe he stroketh hir ful 
softe, (1170) 

And to his palays boom ho hath hir lad 
Now, gode men, I pray yow to bo glad 2416 
Thus endeth hecr my tale of Tanuaiie , 
God blessG us and his moder Seinte Mane ’ 


Here is ended the Marchantes Tale of Januarie 


EPILOGUE TO THE MARCHANTES 

TALE 


‘ Ey ’ goddes mercy ' ’ sg> de our Hoste tho, 
‘ Now swich a wyf I pray god kepe mo fro ’ 
Tx), whiche sleightes and subtiUtees 2421 
In wommen been ’ for ay as bisy as bees 
Ben they, us sely men for to deceyve, 
And from a sothe over wol they weyve , 
By this Marchauntes Tale it preveth weel 
But doutelees, as trewe as any steel 2426 
I have a wyf, though that she povre be , 
But of hir tongo a labbing shrewe is she. 
And yet she hath an heep of vyces mo , (11) 
Ther-of no fors, lat alle swiche thinges go 


But, wite ye what ? m conseil be it scyd, 
Mo reweth sore I am un-to hii teyd 2432 
For, and I sholde rekenen o\eiy \yce 
Which that she hath, y-wis, I were to 
nyce, 

And cause why , it sholde reported be 2431; 
And told to hir of somme of this meynee , 
Of whom, it nedeth nat for to doolaie, 
Sin wommen connen outen swich chaf- 
fare , (20) 

And eok my wit suffyseth nat ther-to 
To tellen al , wherfor my tale is do ’ 24 «o 
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GEOUP F 

THE SQUIERES TALE 


The Sqmre's Prologue 

* Squifr, com neer, if it yoiii wille be» 
And sey somwhat of love , foi , certos, ve 
Connen ther-on as muclie as aaiy man ’ 
‘Nay, sir, 'quod ho, ‘ bat I wol soye is I c in 
With hertly wille , for I wol nat rebellc «> 
Agayn yoai lust , a taJo wol I telle 
Have me excused if I spche amis, 

My wil is good , and lo, my tale is this ’ 

Here bigmneth the Squieres lale 

At Sarraj-, m the land ot Tartarve, (i; 

rher dwelte a king, th it werrcycd Russve, 
Thurgh v Inch ther d( yde man3 a dought’v 
man ii 

This noble king wis chpcd Cimbinskan, 
Which in his me w \s of so grt 1 1 1 enoun 
That ther nas no-wlicr in no Kgioun 
So excellent a lord in alle thing , 15 

Him lakked noght that longcth to a king 
As of the secte of which th it he u is bom 
He kepte his lij^, to which that ho was 
sworn , (10) 

And ther-to he w is h u dy, w\ s, anii riche, 
And finetous and just, alwi\ y-lichc , 20 
Sooth of his word, benigne and honurable, 
Of his corage as any centre stable , 

Yong, fresh, and strong, in armes desirous 
As any bacheler of al his hous 
A fair persone he was and fortunat, 2*^ 
And kejite alwoy so wel royal estat, 

That ther was nowher swich anothoi man 
This noble king, this Tartre Cambmskan 
Hadde two sones on Elpheta his wyf, (21) 
Of whiohe th’cldeste highte Algarsyf, 30 
That other sone was cleped Cambalo 
A. doghter hadde this worthy king also, 
That yongest was, and highte Canacoo 
But for to telle yow al Im beautee, 


Tt lyth nat in my tonge, n m my conmng , 
T dar nat undertake so heigh a thing 36 
T\f3 n English cek is insuffic ient , 

It moste been a rethor excellent, (30) 
That coude his colours longing foi that art, 
If he sholde hir discryven every part 40 
1 am non swich, 1 moot spoke as I can 
And sobifelthat, wh in this Cambmskan 
Hath twenty winter hoin his diadcme. 

As he was Mont fio yoer to 5 eer, I deme, 
He loet the fc ste of his n itiviti e 45 

Don cijan thuigliout Saiid> his citeo, 
Tlie last Idus of March, aftei the \ ( er 
riiebus the sonne ful jolv >vas and clcer , 
J<\>i ho was neigh his tx iltac louii (41) 
In M u tc s lace, and in ins m insioun 50 
In Al 1C s, the colcnk hoto sigiit 
Ful lusty w is tJie wedc 1 and hciiigne, 

For which the foulcs, ugiyn the sonne 
bhcnc , 

Wliit foi the seson and tlie yonge grene, 

I III loude songc n liii illc c ( louns , 55 

I Hem sc med ban ge Ilu lu ni protc cciouns 
I Agiiyn the swcid of wiii'^^cr kcnc and cold 
i This Cambmskan, of winch 1 ha’so 3'-ow 
told, (30) 

111 loy il vcstiment sit on his de3S, 

With diademe, ful heigho m Ins palc3s, 
And halt his feste, so solempne and so 
riche 61 

"i hat in this world no was thei noon it 
liche 

Of which if I shal tellen al th ’array, 

Than woldo it oocupye a soineres day , 
And eek it nedeth nat foi to dovyse 65 
At every cours the ordre of hir servyse 
I wol nat tellen of hir strange sewos, (59) 
Ne of hir swannes, no of hir heronsewes 
Eek m that lond, as tellen knightes olde, 
Ther is som mete that is ful de3rnte0 holde, 
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That in this lond men recche ot it hut 
smal , 71 

Ther ms no man that may roporten al 
I wol nat tarien yow, for it is piyme, 

And for it is no fruit but los of tyme , 
Un-to my firste I wol have my recours 7^ 
And so bifel that, after the thridde oours, 
Whyl that tins king sit thus in his nobleye, 
Herkmnge his minstralles hir thingcs 
pleye (70) 

Biforn him at the bord deliciously, 

In at the hallc-doio al sodeynly 80 

Ther cam a knight up on a btede of bras , 
And in his hand a brood mirour of glas 
Upon his thombo he haddo oi gold a 

And by his syde a naked swerd h anging , 
And up ho rydetli to the hcighe bord, S*; 
In al the halle ne was ther spoke a word 
Por merveille of this knight , him to bi- 
holde 

Pul bisily ther wayton y onge and oldo^ 
This strange knight, that cam thus 
sodeynlj, (81) 

Al armed save his hoed lul nchely, 90 
S alut^th king and queen, and lordea alle, 
By ordre, as they scien m the hallo, 

With so heigh reverence and obeisaunce 
As wel in speche as in contenaunce, 

That Gawain, with his olde curteisye, 9“; 
Though he were come ageyn out of Piuiyc , 
Ne coude him nat amende with a word 
And after this, biforn the heiglie bord, (90) 
He with a manly voys scith his message, 
After the forme used in his langago, 100 
With-outen vyce of sillable or of lettre , 
And, for his tale sholde seme the bettre, 
Accordant to his wordcs was lus chere, 

As techeth art of speche hem that it 
lere , 

Al-be-it that I can nat souno his style, 105 
Ne can nat climbcn over so heigh a stylo. 
Yet seyo I this, as to commune entente, 
Thus muche amounteth al that ever ho 
mente, (icx)) 

If it so be that I have it in mmde 
He seyde, ‘ the king of Arable and of 
Inde, 110 

My lige lord, on this solempne day 
SaluSth yow as ho best can and may, 

And sendeth yow, in honour of your feste, 


By me, that am al redy at your heste. 
This stedo of bras, that esily and wel 115 
Can, in the space of o day naturel, 

This is to seyn, in foure and twenty houres, 
Wher-so yow list, in droghte or elles 
shorn es, (”<i) 

Beren your body 111 to every place 
To winch your herte wilncth for to pace 
With-outen wem of yow, thurgh foul or 
fair , 121 

Or, it yow list to fleen as hye in the air 
As doth an egle, whan him list to sore. 
This same stede shal here yow e\ er-more 
With-outen harm, til jc be ther yow 
leste, L25 

Though that ye slepen on his bak or reste , 
And turne ayeyn, with wrything of a pin. 
He tliat it wroghte coude ful many a gm , 
He wayted many a constellacioun (12 1) 

Er he had doon this opeiacioun , 130 

And knew lul many a seel and many 
a bond 

This mirour eek, that I have in mjn 
hond. 

Hath swich a might, tliat men may in it 
see 

Wlian ther shal fallen any adversiteo 
Un to your regno or to your-self also , 135 
And openly who is your freend or foo 
And over al this, if any lady bright 
Hath set hir herte on any manor wight, 

If he be fals, she slial his treson see, (131) 
His newe love and al his subtiltee 140 
So openly, that ther shal no-thing hyde. 
Wherfor, ageyn this lusty somcres tyde, 
This mirour and this ring, that ye may see, 
He hath sent to my lady Canacee, 

Your excellento doghter that is here 145 
The vertu of the nng, if ye wol here. 

Is this , that, if Inrlust it for to were (139) 
Up-on hir thombo, or in hir purs it here, 
Ther is no foul that fleeth under the 
heveno 

That she ne shal wel understondo hia 
stevone, 150 

And knowo his memng openly and pleyn, 
And answero him m his langage ageyn 
And every gras that groweth up-on rote 
She shal eek kiiowe, and whom it wol do 
bote, 

Al be his woundes never so depe and 'wyda 
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This naked swerd, that hangeth by my 
syde, 156 

Sw*ch vertu hath, that what man so ye 
smyte, 

Thurgh-ont hxS armure it wol kerve and 
byte, (150) 

Were it as thikko as is a branched 00k , 
And \N hat man that is wounded with the 
strook 160 

Shal never be hool til that ;>ow list, ot 
grace, 

To stroke him with the platte in thilko 
place 

Ther ho is hurt this is as muche to seyn 
Ye mote with the platte swerd ageyn 
Stroke him m the wounde, an 1 it w ol 
close , 165 

This IS a verray sooth, with-outen glose, 
It failleth nat whyl it is in your hold ’ 
And whan this knight hath thus his 
tale told, (160) 

He rydeth out of h ille, and doun he lighto 
His stede, wluch that shoon as sonno 
brjghte, 170 

Stant in the court, as stille as any stoon 
This kmght is to his chambie lad anon. 
And IS unarmed and to mete y-set 
The presents been ful royally y fot, 

Ihis 18 to seyn, the swerd and the mirour. 
And born anon in to the heighe tour 1 76 
V/ith certcine ofneers oideyncd therfoie , 
\nd un-to Canacee tins ring w as bore (170) 
Solempnely, thei she sit at the teble 
But sikerly, with-outen any fable, 180 

The hors of bras, that may nat be remowed. 
It stant as it were to the ground y glowed 
Ther may no man out of the place it dryve 
For noon engyn of windas or polyve , 184 
And cause why, for they can nat the craft 
And therefore in the place they han it 
laft 

Til that the knight hath taught hem the 
mancre 

To voyden him, as ye shal after here (180) 
Greet was the prees, that swarmeth to 
and fro, 189 

To gauren on this hors that stondeth so , 
For it so heigh was, and so brood and long, 
So wel proporcioned for to ben strong, 
Right as it were a stode of Lumbaidve , 
Ilier-w*th so horsly, and so quik of y o 


As it a gentil Poileys courser were 
For certos, fro his tayl un-to his ere, 
Nature ne art ne coude him nat amende 
In no degree, as al the peple wende (190) 
But eveimore hir moste wonder was, 

How that it coude goon, and was of 
bias , 200 

It was of Fairye, as the peple semed 
Diverse folk diversely they demed j 
As many hedes, as many wittos ther been 
They murmureden as dooth a swarm of 
been, 

And maden skiles after hir fantasyes, 205 
Rohersinge of thise olde pootryes. 

And seyden, it was lyk the Pogasee, 

The hors th it h idde w ingos for to flee , ( 200) 
Or elles it was the Grekes hois Synon, 
That broghte Troye to destruccion, 210 
As men may in thise oldo gostos j ede 
‘Myn horte,' quod oon, ‘is everinoie in 
diedo , 

I tiowo som men of armes been ther-inne, 
That shapen hem this citee for to winne 
It wore right good that al swich thing 
were know e ’ 

Another rowned to his felawo lowe, 

And seydo, ‘ho lyoth, it is rather lyk 
An apparcnco y-maad by som magyk, (210) 
As jogelours pleyen at thiso festes grete ^ 
Of sondry doutos thus they jangle and 
trete, 220 

\3 lewed peple demeth eomunly 
Of thinges that bon maad moie subtillv 
Than they can in her lewodnes compre- 
hende , 

ITiey demen gladly to the badder ende 
And sommo of hem wondred on the 
mirour, 225 

That born was up in-to the maister-tour. 
How men mighte in it swic ho thinges see 
Anothei answerde, and seyde it mighte 
wel bo (22a) 

Naturelly, by composiciouns 
Of angles and of slye refloviouns, 2^0 
And seyden, that in Rome was swich 0011, 
They spoken of Alocen and Vitulon, 

And Aristotle, that wiiten in hir lyves 
Of queynte mu ours and of prospectyves. 
As knowen they that han hir bokes herd 
And othere folk hanwondrod on the 
sweid 336 
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That wolde percen thurgh-out every-thmg , 
And fille in speche of Thelophus the king, 
And of Achilles with his qneynte spero, 
For he coude with it hothe hele and dere, 
Right in sw ich wyse as men may with the 
sword (233) 241 

Of which right now ye han your selvcn 
herd 

They speken of sondry hardmg of metal, 
And speke of modioynes ther-w ith- il. 

And how, and whanne, it sholde y-harded 
be , 245 

Which is unknowe algatcs unto me 
Tho spoke they of Canacefes ring, 

And seyden alle, that swich a wonder 
thing (-40) 

Of craft of ringes herde they never non. 
Save that he, Moyses, and king Salomon 
Hadde a name ot konning in swich art 2 s 1 
Thus scyn tho xieple, and drawcn hem 
apart 

But nathelocs, somme soyden that it was 
Wonder to maken ot tcrn-asshon glas. 
And yet nis glas nat l>k asshen of fern , 
But tor they han y knowen it so fern, 2-,6 
Theifore cesseth her jangling and her 



wonder 


As 

sore wondren 

somme on cause of 


thonder, 

(230) 

On 

ebbe, on flood. 

on gossomer, and on 


mist. 

239 


And alle thing, til that the cause is wist 
Thus jangle they and demen and devyso. 
Til that the kmg gan fro the bord aryse 
Phebus hath laft the angle meridional, 
And yet ascending was the beest loyal, 
Tho gcntil Leon, with his Aldiran, 265 
WRan that this Tartre king, this Cam- 
binskan, (2«;S) 

Roos fro his bord, ther that he sat ful hyo 
Toforn him gooth the loude minstralcyo. 
Til he cam to his chambre of parements, 
Ther as they sownen diverse instruments. 
That it IS lyk an hovon for to here 271 
Now dauncen lusty Venus children deie, 
For m tho Fish hir lady sat ful hyo, 

And loketh on hem with a freendly y6 
This noble kmg is set up in his trone 275 
This strange kmght is fet to him ful sone, 
And on the daunoe he gooth with Canacoe 
Heer is the revel and tlie jolitee (270) 


That is nat able a dul man to dcvyse 279 
He moste han knowen love and his servyse. 
And been a festlich man as fresh as 
May, 

That sholde yow dcvysen swich airay 
Who coude telle yow the forme of 
daunces, 

So uncoutho and so fresshe contenaunces, 
Swich subtil loking and diss^mulinges 2^3 
For drede of jalouse mennesaperceya mges ^ 
No man but Launcelot, and he is deed 
Therefor I passe of al this lustihced , (28(>) 
I seye na-more, but in this jolynesse 
I lete hem, til men to the soper dresso 290 
The styward bit the spyces for to 1 ye. 
And eek the wyn, in al this melodye 
The usshers and the squyers ben y-goon , 
The spyces and the wyn is come anoon 
They ete and drinke , and whan this hadde 
an ende, 293 

Uii-to the temple, as reson was, they 
wende 

The service doon, they soupen al by day 
What nedeth yow rchercen liir array? (290) 
Ech man wot wel, that at a kinges fecste 
Hath plentee, to the moste and to the 
loeste, 300 

And deyntoes mo than been in my 
knowmg 

At-after soper gooth this noble king 
To soon this hors of bras, with al the route 
Of lordes and of ladyes him nboute 

Swich wondi ing was ther on this hors 
of bras 305 

Tliat, sin the grete sege of Troy 0 was, 
Ther-as men wondredcn on an hors also, 
Ne was ther swich a wondrmg as was tho 
Butfynally the kingaxeth this knight(3oi) 
The vertu of this courser and the might, 
And preyede him to telle his go\ ernaunco 
This hors anoon bigan to tiippe and 
daunce, 312 

Whan that this knight loyde hand up-on 
his reyne, 

And soyde, ‘ sir, ther is na-more to seyne, 
But, whan yow hst to ryden any-where,3i5 
Ye moten trille a pm, stant m his ere. 
Which I shall telle yow bitwix vs two (309) 
Ye mote nempne him to what place also 
Or to what contreethat yow list to rrde ^ 19 
And whan ye come ther as yow list abyde. 
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Biddehim desoende, and trille another pm, 
For ther-in lyth the effect of al the gm, 
And he wol doun desoende and doon your 
wiUe , 

And in that place he wol abyde stille, 
Though al the woild the contiarie haddo 
y swore , 

He shal nat thennes ben y-drawe nv- 
bore 

Or, if yow liste bidde him thennes goon, 
TriUe this pm, and he wol vanishe anooii 
Out of the sighte of every maner wight, (^21 ) 
And come agayn, be it by day or night, 3 
When that yow list to clepen him agcyn 
In swich a gyse as I shal to yow seyn 
Bitwixe yow and me, and that ful sono 
Ryde whan yow list, ther is na-more to 
done ’ 

Enformed whan the hing was of that 
knight, 33s 

And hath conceyved in his wit anght 
The nianer and the forme of al this thmg, 
Thus glad and blythe, this noble doughty 
king (330) 

Repeireth to his revel as bifom 
The brydel is un-to the toui y-bom, 340 
And kejit among his jewels leve and 
dere 

The hors vanisshed, I noot m what manere. 
Out of hir sighte , ye gete na-more of me. 
But thus I lete m lust and lolitec 
This Cambynskan his lordes festevingo,345 
Til wel ny the day bigan to springe 
Exphcit pnma pars 
Sequitur pars secunda 
The nonce of digestioun, the slepe, 

Gan on hem winke, and bad hem taken 
kepe, (340) 

That muchel dnnk and labour wolde han 
reste , ' 

And with a galpmg mouth hem alle he ^ 
keste, 350 

And seyde, * it was tyme to lye adoun, 

For blood was in his dominacioun , 
Cherisshoth blood, natures f reend,’ quod 
he 

They thankeu him galpinge, by two, by 
three, 

And every wight gau drawe him to his 

reste, 355 


As slepe hem bad , they toke it for the 
bestn 

Hit dremes shul nat been y-told for me , 
Ful were hir hedes of fumositee, (350) 

That causeth dreem, of which ther nis no 
charge 35q 

They slepon til that it was pryme large, 
The moste port, but it weie Canacee , 

She was ful mesurable, as wommen be 
For of liir fader hadde she t iko leve 
To gon to reste, sone after it was eve , 

Hir liste nat api>alled for to bo, 365 

Nor on the morwe unfesthch for to see , 
And slepte hir firste sleep, and thanne 
awook (3^9) 

For swich a joye she in hir herte took 
Both of Inr queynte nng and hir mirour, 
That twenty tymo she changed hir colour , 
And in hir slepe, right f or impressioun 371 
Of lur mirour, she hadde a visioun 
Wherfore, er that the sonne gan up glyde, 
She cleped on lur maistresse hir bisyde. 
And seyde, that hir liste for to ryse 375 
Thise olde wommen that been gladly 
■wyse, 

As IS hir maistresse, answerde hir anoon, 
And seyde, ‘ madamo, winder wil ye 
goon (370) 

Thus erly ? for the folk hen alle on reste ’ 
‘1 wol,’ quod she, ‘ aryse, for me leste 380 
No longer for to slepe, and walko abouto ’ 
Hir maistresse clepoth wommen a gi^t 
route. 

And up they rysen, wel a ten or twelve , 
Up ryseth frosshe Canai oe hir sf Ive, 

As rody and bright as dooth the yongo 
sonne, 38? 

That m the Ram is four degrees up-roune , 
Noon hyer was he, whan she redy was , 
And forth she walketh esily a pas, (380) 
Arrayed after the lusty seson sote 389 
Lightly, for to pleye and walko on fote , 
Nat but with fyve or six of hir meynee , 
And in a trench, forth in the park, goth 
she 

The vapour, which that fro the erthe glood, 
Made the sonne to seme rody and brood , 
But nathclees, it was so fair a sighte 395 
That it made alle hir hertes for to lighte, 
What for the seson and the morweninge, 
And for the foules that she horde singe ^ 
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For right anon she wiste what they mento 
Eight hyhir song, and knewal hir entente 
The knotte^ why that every tale is told, 
If it be taned til that Inst be cold 
Of hem that han it after herknod yore, 
The savour passeth ever longer the more, 
For fulsomnesse of his prolixitee 405 
And by the same reson tliinketh me, 

I sholde to the knotte condoscende, 

And maken of hir walking sone an 
cndo (40^)) 

Aimdde a free fordiyc, as whyt as cliilk, 
As Canacee was pleymg in hir walk, 410 
Ther sat a faiicon over hir hoed fnl h-ye. 
That with a pitons voys so gan to crye 
That all the wode resounod of hir cry 
Y-betcn hath she hir-solf so jntously 414 
With bothe hir winges, til the rede blood 
Ran endelong the tree thcr-as she stood 
And ever in oon she crydo alwey and 
shrighte, 

And with hir beck lur-SfUen so she 
prighte, (410) 

That ther nis tygie, ne noon so cruel 
beste, 

That dwe Uetli oithc i m wode or m foroste 
That nolde h in Mojit, if that he wipe 
condo, 421 

For sorwo of Inr, she shnglitn alwey so 
londe 

For ther nas never vet no man on lyvo — 
IF that I condo a fancon vsel discrv'vc — 
That herde of swich another of fairnesso. 
As wcl of plumage as of gfuitillesso 426 
Of sliap, and al that might© y-rekonod bo 
A fancon perogrj- n than semod she (4 20) 
Of fremde land , and evermore, as she 
stood, 

Bhe swownetli now and now for lakko of 
blood, 430 

Til wel neigh is she fallen fro the tree 
This fairo king( a doghter, Canacee, 
That on hir finger bar the queynte ring, 
Thurgh which she understood wcl eve^’v 
thing 

That any fonl may in Ins ledene seyn, 4^5 
And coude answere him in his ledene 
ageyn. 

Hath nnderstondo what this fancon seyde, 
And wel neigh for the rowthe almost she 
deyde (4^0) 


And to the tree she gooth fnl hastily, 

And on this fancon loketh pitonsly, 440 
And heeld hir lappe ahrood, for wel she 
wiste 

The fancon mosto fallen fro the twiste. 
When that it swowned next, for lakke of 
blood 

A longe while to wayten hir she stood 
Till atte laste she spak in this manere 445 
Un-to the hank, as ye shnl after here 
‘ What is the cause, if it bo for to telle, 
That ye be m this fnrial pyne of hello ’’ 
Quod Canacee un-to this hank above (441) 

‘ Is this for sorwe of deeth or los of love i* 
For, as I trowe, thise ben causes two 4^1 
That causen moost a gentd herte wo , 

Of other h-irm it nedetli nat to speke 
For yo yonr-self upon your-self yow wreke. 
Which proveth wed, that either love or 
drede 45:5 

Mot been encheson of your cruel dede, 
Sin that I sec non other wight yow chace 
For love of god, as dooth your-selven grace 
Or what may ben your help , for west nor 
eest 

No sey I nev er er now no brid ne beest 
I hat ferdo with him-self so pitously 461 
Ae slee me with your sorwo, verraily , 

I have of yow so giet compassioun 
h or goddes love, com fro the tree adoun , 
And, as I am a kinges doghter trewe, 465 
If that I verraily the cause knowo 
Ot your disese, if it lay in my might, 

T wolde amende it, er that it were night. 
As wisly help© me gret god of kinde ’ (461) 
And herbes shal I right y-nowo y finde 
To hele with your hurtes hastily ’ 471 

Tho shrighte this faucon moro pitously 
Than ever she dide, and fil to grounde 
anoon. 

And lytli aswowne, deed, and lyk a stoon, 
Til Canacee hath in hir lappe hir take 47:; 
Un-to the tyune she gan of swough awake 
And, after that she of hir swough gan 
breyde, 

Right m hir haukes ledene thus she 
seyde — (470) 

‘ That pitee renneth sone in gentil herte, 
Feling his similitude in peynessmerte, 480 
Is preyed al-day, as men may it see, 

As wel by werk as by auctoritee , 
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For gentil herte kythetli gentillesse 
I see wel, that ye han of my distresse 
Compassioun, my faire CanHcee, 485 
Of verray wommanly benignitee 
Tliat nature in your principles hath set 
But for non hope for to thre the bet (480) 
But for to obeye iin to your herte free, 
And for to maken other be war by me, 

As by the whelp chusted is the leoun, 491 
Eight for that cause and that conclusioun, 
Whyl that I have a leyserand a space, 
Myn harm I wol confessen, er I pace ’ 
And ever, whyl that 0011 hir sorwe tolde, 
That other weep, as she to water wolde, 
Til that the faucon bad liir to be stiUe » 
And, with a syk, right thus she seyde hir 
wiUe (490) 498 

* Ther I was bred (alias ’ that harde 
day’) 

And fostred in a roche of marbul giay 
So tendrely, that nothing cyled me, 501 
I niste nat what was adversAee, 

Til I coude flee ful hye under the sky 
Tho dwelte a tercelet me fuste by, 

That semed welle of alle gentillesse , 505 
A 1 were he ful ot treson and talsnesse. 

It was so wrapped under humble chere. 
And under hewe of trouthe m swicli 
manere, (500) 

Under plesance, and under bisy peyne. 
That no wight coude han wend he coude 
feyno, 510 

So depe m greyn he dyed his coloures 
Eight as a serpent hit him under floures 
Til he may seen his tyme for to byte, 
Eight so this god of love, this ypocryte. 
Both so his cerimonies and obeisaunces, 
And kepeth in semblant alle his obser- 
vances 516 

That sowneth in-to gentillesse of love 
As in a toumbe is al the faire above, (510) 
And under is the corps, swich as ye woot, 
Swich was this ypocryte, bothe cold and 
hoot, ^20 

And in this wyse he served his entente. 
That (save the feend) non wisto what he 
mente 

Til he so longe had wopen and com- 
pleyned, 

And many a yeer his service to me feyned, 
Td that myn herte, to pitous and to nyce. 


Al innocent of his crouned malice, 526 
For-fered of his deeth, as thoughte me, 
Upon his othes and his seuretee, (520) 

Qraunted him love, on this condicioun. 
That evermore myn honour and renoun 
Weie saved, bothe privee and apert , 531 
This IS to seyn, that, after his desert, 

I yaf him al myn herte and ul my 
thoght — 

God woot and he, that otherwvsenoght — 
And took his herte in chaunge for myn 
for ay S3S 

But sooth IS seyd gon sitlien many a day, 
“ A trew wight and a theef thenken nat 
oon ” 

And, whan ho saugh the thing so fer 
y-ffoon, (530) 

That I had graunted him fully my lo\ e. 
In swich a gyse as I have seyd above, 540 
And yeven him my trewe herte, as free 
As ho swoor he his herte yaf to me , 

Anon this tygre, ful of doublenesse, 

Fil on his knees with so deNoiit hum- 
blesse. 

With so heigh reverence, and, as by Ins 
chere, 54^ 

So lyk a gentil lovere of manere. 

So ravisshed, as it semed, for the joyo. 
That never J ason, ne Parys of Troye, («;4o) 
.Tason ? certes, ne non other man. 

Sin Lamoth was, that alderfirst bigan 
To loven two, as writen folk biforn, 
iSe never, sin the firsto man was born, 

Ne coude man, by twenty thousand part, 
Coiintrefete the sophimes of his art , 

No were woithy unbokele his galoche, 
Ther doublenesse or feynmg sholde ap- 
proche, 

Ne BO coude thanke a wight as he did me ’ 
His mauer was an he\ on for to see (5:^0) 
Til any womman, were she never so 
wys. 

So peynted he and kembde at point devys 
As wel his wordcs as his contenaunce 561 
And 1 so lovede him for his obeisaunce. 
And for the trouthe I domed in his herte, 
That, if so were that any thing him 
smerte, 

Al were it never so lyte, and I it wiste, 565 
Me thoughte, I felte deeth myn herte 
twiste 
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And shortly, so ferforth this thing is 
went, 

That my wil was his wiUes instrument , 
This is to seyn, my wil obeyed his wil 
In aUe thing, as fer as reson ill, '170 

Kepmg the boundes of my worship ever 
Ne never hadde I thing so leef, ne lever, 
As him, god woot ’ ne never shal na-mo 
This lastoth longer than a yeer or two, 
That I supposed of him noglit but good 
But fynally, thus atte laste it stood, <576 
That fortune wolde that he moste twinne 
Out of that place which that I was inne 
Wher me was wo, that is no questioun , 

I can nat make ol it discripcioun , fjSo 
For o thing dar I tellen boldely, (£J7^) 
I knowe what is the peyne of deth ther-bj , 
Swich harm I folte for ho ne mighto 
bileve 

So on a day of me he took his leve, 

So sorwefully eek, that I wende vcrraily 
That he had felt as mucho harm as I, t;86 
Whan that I herde him speke, and saugh 
his ho we (<^79) 

But nathelees, I thoughte he was so trcwe. 
And eek that he repaire sholde ageyn 
With mne a litel wli-yle, sooth to soyn , <^90 
And reson wolde eek that he moste go 
For his honour, as ofte it happeth so, 
That I made vertu of nccessiteo, 

And took it wel, sin that it moste be 
As I best mighte, I liidde fro him my 
sorwe, 

And took him by the bond, seint John to 
borwe, 

And seyde him thus “ lo, I am youres al , 
Beth swich as I to yow have been, and 
shal ” (S90) 

What he answerde, it nedeji noght re- 
herce. 

Who can sey bet than he, who can do 
worse ? 6<x) 

Whan he hath al wel sejd, thanne hath 
he doon 

“ Therfor bihoveth him a ful long spoon 
That shal ete with a feend,” thus horde 
I seye 

So atte laste he moste forth his weye, 
And forth he fieeth, til he cam ther him 
leste 605 

Whan it cam him to pnrpos for to reste, 


I trowe he hadde thilke text 111 mmde, 
That “ alle thing, repeiring to his kmde, 
Gladeth him-self ” , thus seyn men, as I 
gessc , (601) 

Men loven of propre kmde newfangel- 
nes«:e, (no 

As briddes doon that men in cages fede 
For though thou night ard day take of 
hem hedc , 

And strawe hir cage faire and sofbe as 
silk, 

And yeve hem sugre, hou'i, breed and 
milk. 

Yet right anon, as that his dore is uppe, 
He with his feet wol spume adoun Ins 
cuppe, 616 

And to the wode he wol and wormes eto , 
So newefange 1 been they of hir mete, (610) 
And loven novelryes of propre kmde , 

No gentillosse of blood [ne] may hem 
bmde 620 

So ferde this tercelet, alias tlie day ' 
Though he were gentil bom, and fresh 
and gay, 

And goodly tor to seen, and humble and 
free, 

He saugh up-on a tyme a kyto flee. 

And sodeynly he lo\ed this kyte so, 625 
That al his love is dene fro me ago. 

And hath his trouthe falsed in this wyse , 
Thus hath the kjd;o my love m hir sor- 
vyse, (620) 

And I am lorn with-outen remedye ’ ’ 

And with that word this faucon gan to 
crye, 630 

And swowned eft m Canacees barme 
Greet was the sorwe, for the haukes 
harme, 

Tliat Canacee and alle hir w ommen made , 
They niste how they mighte the faucon 
glade 634 

But Canacee bom beroth hir m hir lappe, 
And softely in piastres gan hir wrappe, 
Ther as she with hir beek had hurt hir- 
sel\ e (629) 

Now can nat Canacee but herbes delve 
Out of the grounde, and make sal^es 
newe 

Of herbes precious, and fyne of hewe, 640 
To helen with this hank , fro day to night 
She dooth hir bismesse and al hir might. 
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Uid by hir beddes heed she made a mewe, 
^nd covered it with velu6ttes blewe, 
n signe of trouthe that is in wommen 
sene 645 

laid al witli-oute, the mewe is peynted 
grenc, 

n which were peynted alle tluse false 
foules, (630) 

U beth thise tidifs, tercelets, and oules, 
light for despyt were pejmted hem bisyde, 
Ind pyes, on hem for to crye and ch5 de 
Thus lete I Canacee hir hank koping , 
wol na-more as now speke of hir nng 
hi it come eft to purpos for to seyn 
fow that this faucon gat hir love ageyn 
lepentant, as the stone tf lleth us, bs*; 
Iv mediacioun of Cambalus, 

''he Ivinges sone, of whiclie 1 yow toldo 
hit hennes-forth I v ol my prooes holde 
'’o speke of aventures and of batailles, 
■'hat never yet vas herd so grete mer- 
\ allies (6^2) 661) 

First wol I telle yow of Cambmskan, 
hiat in his tyme many a citee wan , 

Lnd after wol I speke of Algarsyf, 
low that he wan Theodora to his wyf, 

'’or vhom ful ofte in greet peril he was, 
^0 hidde he ben holpen by the stede of 
bras , 666 

Lnd iftcr wol I speke of Cambalo, 

"hat faught in listes with the bictheren 
two (()6oy 

•"or Canacee, er that ho mighte liir winm 
Ind thor I lefte I wol ageyn bigmne 670 
Explicit secunda pars 
Incipit pars tercla 
ippollo whirleth up his char so hj e, 

[T om 

il that the god Mr ic anus hous the 
slye — [T oni 

{Unfinished ) 

iere folwen the wordes of the Frankelm 
to the Sqmer, and the wordes of the 
Host to the Frankelm 

In feith, Squier, thou hast thee wel 
y-quit, 


And gentilly I preise wel thy wit,’ 

Quod the Frankeleyn, ‘considering thy 
youthe, 67i> 

So feelingly thou spekest sir, I allow 
the’ 

As to my doom, there is non that is 
here 

Of eloquence that shal be thy pore. 

If that thou live , god yeve thee good 
chaunce, 679 

And in vertu sende thee oontiniiaunce ’ 
For of thy speche I have greet deyntee 
1 have a sone, and, by the Trmitee, (10) 
I haddo lover than twenty pound worth 
lond, 

Though it right now wore fallen in myn 
liond, 

He weie a man of swich discrecioain 685 
As that yo been ' fy on possessioun 
Biit-if a man be vertuous w ith-al 
I have my sone siubbtMl, and 3 et sbal, 

Foi ho to vertu hsteth nat entendo , 

But for to ple;>e it d( es, and to despende, 
And If sc al th it he hath, is his usage 691 
And ho hatli lc\ cr t ilken with a page(2o) 
xlian to comune with any gentil wight 
Thor ho mighte lerne gcntillesse aright ’ 
‘Straw foi youi gentillcsse,’ quod our 
host , bQt) 

‘ 'Wliat, fiankchyn^ patdee, sir, wel thou 

WObt 

That eche of yow mot tollen atte lesto 
A tale or two, 01 breken his bihosto ’ 
‘That knowe I wel, sir,’ quod the 
Irankck^n , 

‘ I prey yow , haveth me nat in dosdeyn 
Though to this man I speke a woid or 
two ’ 701 

‘Telle on thy tale with-outen wonles 
mo ’ (30) 

‘ Gladly, sir host,’ quod he, ‘ I wol oboyo 
Un-to your wil, now herknoth what 
I seyo 

I wol yow nat contrarien m no wyse 705 
As fer as that my wittes wol suffyse , 

I prey to god that it may plosen yow, 
Than woot I wol that it is good y-norw ’ 
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THE FRANKLIN’S PROLOGUE. 


The Prologe of the 

Thise olde gentil Bntons in hir dayes 
Of diverse avontures maden layes, 710 
Rymcycd in liir firste Briton tonge , 
Which layes with hir instruments they 
songe, (40) 

Or elles redden hem for hir plesaunce , 
And oon of hem have T in remembraunce, 
Which I shal seyn with good wil as I 
can 7TS 

But, sires, bv-causo I am a burel man. 
At my bigmning fiist I yow biseche 
Have me excused of my rude specho , 


Frankeleyns Tale 

I Icmed never rethoryk certeyn , 

Thing that I speke, it moot be bare and 
pleyn yjo 

I sleep never on the mount of Pemaso, 
Ne lerned Marcus Tullius Citbero (so) 
Colours no knowe I none, with-outen 
drede. 

But swiche colours as growon in the mede, 
Or elles swiche as men dje or peynte 725 
Colours of rethoryk ben me to queynte , 
My spiiit feleth noght ot swich matere 
But if yow list, my tale shul ye here 


THE FRANKELEYNS TALE. 


Here biginneth the 

In Armonk, that called is Bntayne, 

Ther was a knight that loved and dide 
his payno 730 

To serve \ lady in his beste wyse , 

And many a labour, many a greet empryse 
He for his lady wroghte, er she were 
wonne 

For she was oon, the faireste under sonne, 
And eek therto come of so heigh kinrode, 
That wel unnethes dorste this knight, for 
drede, 7^6 

Telle hir his wo. Ins peyne, and Ins 
distresse 

But atte laste, she, for Ins worthinesse, (10) 
And namely for his meke obeysaunce, 
Hath swich a pitee caught of Ins pen- 
unce, 740 


Frankeleyns Tale 

That pnvely sho fil of his accord 
To take him for hir housbonde and hir 
lord. 

Of swich lordshipe as men han over hir 
wyves, 

And for to lede the more in blisse hir 
lyves, 744 

Of his free wil ho sw oor hir as a knight, 
That never in al his lyf he, day ne 
night, 

Ne sholde up on him take no maistrjre 
Agayn hir wil, iie kytho hir jalousyo, (20) 
But hir obeye, and folwe hir wil in al 
As any loveie to his lady shal , 7*50 

Save that the name of soveraynetee, 

That wolde he have tor siiame of his 
, degrea 
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She thanked him, and with fol greet 
hiunblesse 

She seyde, * sire, sith of your gentiUesse 
Ye profre me to have so large a "oyne, 755 
Ne wolde never god bitwixe us tweyne, 

As in my gilt, were outlier werre or stryf 
Sir, I y> ol be your humble trewe wyf, (^o) 
Have hoer my trouthe, til that mjm herte 
bieste ’ 

Thus been they bothe in quiete and in 
reste 7O0 

For o thmg, sires, saufly dar I seye. 
That frendes cveiich othei moot oboyo. 

If they wol longe liolden compan;y e 
Love wol nat ben constroyned by mais- 
trye, 

Whan maistrie comth, the god of love 
anon 765 

Boteth liise winges, and faroviel* he is 
gon ’ 

Love is a thing as any spnit free , 
Wommen of kindo dosircn libcrtoe, (40) 
And nat to ben constieyncd as a thral , 
And so don men, if I soth seyen shal 770 
Loke who that is most iiacient in love, 

He is at his a vantage al above 
Pacienco is in heigh \ ei-tu certeyn , 

For it venqmsseth, as tliise cleikos se>n, 
Thinges that iigour sliolde never atteyne 
For eveiy word men may nat ch3de or 
plevne 776 

Lornetli to suffre, or ellcs, so moot I goon, 
\e shul it leine, whor-so ye wole or noon 
For in this world, certcin, thcr no wight 
IS, (51) 

That he ne dooth or soith som-tyme anus 
lie, siknesbe, or const ellacioun, 781 

W yn, wo, or chaungmge of complexioun 
Causeth ful ofte to doon amis or speken 
On every wrong a man may nat be wreken , 
Alter the tyme, moste be temiieiaunce 78^ 
To ev ery wight that can on governaunce 
And therfore hath this wyse worthy 
knight, 

To live in ese, suffrance hir bihight, (f o) 
And she to him ful wisly gan hi swere 
Tliat never slioldc ther be defaute 111 here 
Heer may men seen an humble wys 
accord , 791 

Thus hath she take lur servant and hir 
lord, 


Servant in love, and lord in manage , 
Than was he bothe in lordship and 
servage , 

Servage ? nay, but in lordshipe above, 795 
Sith he hath bothe his lady and his love , 
His lady, cortos, and his wyf also, 

Ihe which that la we of love acordeth to 
And whan he was in this prosperitee, (71) 
Hoorn with his wyf he gooth to his 
contiee, 800 

Nat for fro Punmaik, ther his dwelling 
was, 

Wher as he liveth in blisse and in solas 
Who coude telle, but he had wedded be. 
The jo^e, the ese, and the prosperitee 
That is bitwixe an housbonde and his wyf ^ 
A yeer and more lasted this blisful l^rf , 806 
Til that the knight of which I speke of 
thus, 

That of Kayrrud was cleped Arveragus, (80) 
Shoop him to goon, and dwelle a yecr or 
tweyne 

In Lngclond, that eloped was cok Britoyne, 
To seke m aiinis woiship and hoiioiu , 81 
P'or al his lust he sette in swich laboui , 
And dwelled ther two yoer, the book scitli 
thus 

Now wol I sfcinto of this Aivoiagus, 
And spcl cn I wolc of Dorigeno his wv f,8i:; 
That loveth hir housbonde as hir hertes 
lyf 

1 01 his absence wepeth she and s^kctli, 
As doon tliiso noblo wyvos wh in hem 
lyketh (90) 

She mooinoth, waketh, wayloth, fastotli, 
pleyneth , 819 

Lesyr of his piescnce lur so distieyneth, 
That al this wydo world she sotto at noght 
Hit frendes, wliiche that knowe hir hevy 
thoglit, 

Conforten hir in al that over they mav , 
They iircchcn lur, they telle hir night 
and day, 

That causeloos she sleeth hir-self, alias ’ 825 
And every coiifort possible in this cas 
They doon to hir with al hir bisinesse, 

Al for to make hir leve hir hovmesse (icx>) 
By jiroces, as ye knowen everichoon. 
Men may so longe graven in a stoon, 830 
Til som figure ther-iune emprented be 
So longe han thej confortod hir, til she 
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Reoeyved hath, hy hope and by resoun, 
rh’emprenting ot hir consolaoioun, 834 
Fhurgh which hii grete sorwe gan aswage , 
3 he may nat alwey duren in swich rage 
And eek Arveragus, in al this care, 

Hath sent hir lettres hoom of his welfare, 
A.nd that he wol come hastily agayn , (ii i) 
Or elles hadde this sorwe hir herte slayn 
Hir freendes sawe hir sorwe gan to 
slake, 841 

And preyede hir on knees, for goddcs 
sake. 

To come and romen hir in companye, 
Awey to dry ve hir derke tautasye 
And finally, she graimted thit leqneste , 
For wel she saugh that it was for the 
beste 84^ 

Now stood hir castcl faste by the see. 
And often with hir fieendcs walkcth she 
Hir to disporte up-on the bank an heigh, 
Wher-as she many a ship and barge soigh 
Seilinge hir cxiurs, wher-as hem liste go , 
But than was that a iiarccl of hir wo 
For to hir-self ful ofte ‘ alias ’ ’ seith she, 

‘ Is ther no ship, ot so manye as I see, 
Wol bringen horn my lord ? than were 
myn herte 853 

Al wansshed of his bittre peyncs smerte ’ 
Another tyme ther wolde she sitte and 
thinke. 

And caste hir eyen dounward fro the 
brinko (130) 

But whan she saugh the grisly rokkts 
blake, 

For verray fere so wolde hii herte quake, 
That on hir feet she mighte hir noght 
sustene 861 

Than wolde she sitte adoun upon the 
giene, 

And pitOLisly in-to the see biholde. 

And siyn right thus, with sorweful sykes 
colde 

‘Eterne god, that thurgh thy purvty- 
aunce 86^ 

Ledest the world by certoin governaunce, 
In ydel, as men seyn, ye no-thing make , 
But, lord, thise grisly feendly rokkes 
blalie, (140) 

That semen rather a foul confusioun 
Ot weik than any fair creacioun 870 
Of swich a parfit wj s god and a stable, 


Why han ye wroght this werk unreson- 
able? 

For by this werk, south, north, ne west, 
ne eest, 

Tlier ms y-tostred man, ne brid, ne beest , 
It dooth no good, to my wit, but anoyeth 
See ye nat, lord, how mankinds it 
destroyeth ? 876 

An hundred thoi sand bodies of mankmdo 
Han rokkes slayn, al be they nat in minde, 
Which mankinds is so fair part of thy 
werk (151) 

That thou it madest lyk to thjni owene 
merk 880 

Than semed it ye hadde a greet chierteo 
Towai d munkindo , but how than may 
it be 

That ye swjche menes make it to de 
stioyen, 

Whiche menes do no good, but e\cr 
anoyen ? 

I woot wel cleikes wol seyn, as hem 
leste, 8S5 

By arguments, that al is for the beste. 
Though I ne can the causes nat y-know e 
But thilke god, that made w ind to blow e, 
As kepe my lord ’ this my conclusioun , 
To derives lete I al disputisoun (162) 890 
But wolde god that oUe thise rokkes blake 
Were sonken in to helle for his sake * 
Thise lokkes sleen myn herte for the fere * 
Thus wolde she seyn, with many a pitous 
tere 

Hir freendes sawe that it was no disport 
To romen by the see, but disconfort , 896 
And shopen for to pleyon somwher elles 
They ledon hir by iiveres and by welles. 
And eek in otheie places delitables , (171) 
They dauncen, and they pleyen at ches 
and tables 900 

So on a day, right in the morwe-tyde, 
Un-to a gardin that w as ther bisyde, 

In which that they had maad hir ordin- 
aunce 

Of vitaille and of other purveyaunce, 
They goon and pleye hem al the longe 
day 905 

And this was on the sixte morwe of May, 
Which May had peynted with his softe 
shoures 

This gardin ful of leves and of floures, (180) 
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And craft of mannes hand so curiously 
Arrayed hadde this gardin, trewely, 910 
That never was ther gardin of swich prys, 
But-if it were the veri'ay paradys 
Th’ odour of floures and the fresshe sighte 
Wolde han maad any herto for to hghte 
That ever was born, but-if to gret sik- 
nesse, 9 ^ 

Or to gret sorwe helde it in distresse , 

So ful it was of beautee with plesaunce 
At-after diner gonne they to daunce, (190) 
And singe also, save Doiigen allone, 
^^^hnch made alwey hir comiileint and hir 
mono , 920 

For slie no saugh him on the daunce go, 
That was hir housbonde and hir love also 
But nathelees she moste a tyme abyde. 
And with good hope lete hir sorwe slyde 
Up-on this daunce, amonges othere men, 
Daunced a squyer biforen Uorigt n, 926 
That fressher was and jolyer of array, 

As to my doom, than is the monthe of 
May (20t)) 

He singeth, daunceth, passinge any man 
That IS, or was, sith that the world bigan 
Ther-with he was, if men sholde him 
discryve, 9^1 

Oon of the besto farmge man on-lyve , 
Yong, strong, right vertuous, and nche 
and wys. 

And wel biloved, and holden in gret prys 
And shortly, if the sothe I tellen shal, 9^5 
Unwiting of this Dorigen at al. 

This lusty squyer, servant to Venus, 
Which that y-oleped was Aurelius, (210) 
Had loved hir best of any cieature 
Two yeer and more, as was his aventure. 
But never dorste ho telle hir his gre- 
vaunco, 941 

With-outen coppe he drank al his pen- 
aunce 

He was despeyred, no-thing dorste he seye, 
Save in hissonges somwhat wolde he wreye 
His wo, as m a general compleynmg , 945 
He seyde he lovede, and was biloved no- 
thing (jj8) 

Of swich matere made he manye layes, 
Songes, complointes, roundels, virclayes, 
How that he dorste nat his sorwe telle, 
But languissheth, as a furie dooth m helle , 
Axxd dye he moste, he sej de, as dide Ekko 


For Narcisus, that dorste nat telle hir wov 
In other manere than ye here me seye, 
Ke dorste he nat to hir his wo biwreye , 
Save that, paraventure, som-tyme at 
daunces, 9*55 

Ther yonge folk kepen lur observaunces. 
It may wel be he loked on hir face 
In swich a wyse, as man that asketh grace , 
But no-thing wiste she of his entente (231) 
Nathelees, it happed, cr they thennes 
wente, 960 

By-cause that he was hir neighebour. 
And was a man of worship and honour. 
And hadde y-knowen him of tyme yore, 
They fille in speche , and forth more and 
more 

Un-to his pur|)os drougli Aurehus, 96^ 
And whan ho saugh his tyme, he soyde 
thus 

‘ Madame,’ quod lie, ‘ by god that this 
world made, 

So that I wisto it mighte your herte 
glade, (240) 

I wolde, that day that your Arveragus 
Wente over the see, that I, Aurelius, 970 
Had went ther never I sholde have come 
agayn, 

For wel I woot my service is in vayn 
My guerdon is but biesting of myn herte , 
Madame, rtwoth upon my peynes smerte , 
For with a word ye may me sloen or save, 
Heer at your feet god wolde that I were 
grave ' 976 

I ne have as now no Icyscr more to 
seye , 

Have mercy, swete, or yo wol do me doye ’ ’ 
She gan to loke uji-on Aurelius (251) 
‘ Is this your wil,’ quod she, ‘ and sey ye 

thus 1! 98t> 

Never erst,’ quod she, ‘ne wiste I what 
ye mente 

But now, Aurelie, I knowe your entente, 
By tlulke god tliat yaf me soulo and lyf, 
Ne shal I never been untrewe wyf 984 

In word ne werk, as fer as I have wit 
I wol ben his to whom that I am knit , 
Tak this for fynal answer as of me ' 

But after that in pley thus soyde she (260) 
‘Aurehe,’ quod she, ‘by heighe god 
above, 989 

Yet wolde I graunte yow to been your love, 
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Sin I yow see so pitously complayne , 
Loke wliat day that, endelong Brita5me, 
Yeremoeve alle the rokkes, stoon by stoon, 
That they ne lette ship ne boot to goon — 
I sej^e, whan yo han maad the coost so 
dene 995 

Of rokkes, that ther ms no stoon y-sene, 
Than wol I love yow best of any man , 
Ha\ e hccr 1113 trouthe in al that ever I 
can ’ (270) 

‘Is thei non other grace in yow? ’ quod he 
‘ Jso, bv that lord,’ quod she, ‘ that maked 
me ' 1000 

For wol I woot that it shal never bityde 
Lat swiclie folies out of your herto slyde 
What deyntce sholde a man han in his lyt 
For to go love another mannes wyf, 

That hath hir bod^ whan so that him 
lyketh ? ’ 1005 

Anrelius ful oftc sore svketh , 
o was Aurtlie, whan that he this herde, 
Ami with a sorweful heite he thus an- 
swerde (280) 

‘Madame,’ quod he, ‘this wore an in- 
possible ' 1009 

Than moot I dye of sodein doth horrible ’ 
And with that word ho turned him anoon 
Tho come hir othere freendes many oon, 
And in the aleyes romeden up and doun, 
And no-thing wiste of this conclusioun, 
But soileinly bigonne revel newe 1015 

Til that the brighto sonne lostc his hewo , 
ior thorisonte hath rett tho sonne his 

light , (289) 

This lb as niuclie to seye as it was night 
And hoom tiny goon in joyeand in solas, 
Saye only wrecche Aurelius, alias ’ 1020 

He to his hous IS goon with sorwetul herte , 
He seeth he may nat fro his doeth asterto 
Him semed that he felte his herte colde , 
Up to the hevene his handes he gan holde, 
And on his knowes bare hesettehim doun, 
And in his ra'Ving seyde his orisoun 1026 
For vcrray wo out of his wit he breyde 
He niste what he spak, but thus he seyde , 
With pitous herte his pleynt hath he 
bigonne (301) 

irn-to the goddes, and first un-to the 
sonne 1030 

He seyde, ‘ Appollo, god and governour 
Of every plaunte, herbe, tree and flour, 


That yevest, after thy declinacioun, 

To ech of hem his tyme and his sesoun, 
As thyn herberwe chaungeth lowe or hye, 
Lord Phobus, cast thy merci ible yd 1036 
On wrecche Aurelie, which that am bub 
lorn (309/ 

Lo, lord ’ my lady hath my doeth y-sworn 
With-oute gilt, but thy benignitee 1039 
Upon my dedly herte have som jiitee ’ 
For wel I woot, lord Phebus, if yow lest, 
Ye may mo helpen, save my lady, best 
Now voucheth sauf that I may yow devyse 
How that I may been holpe and in what 
wyse 1044 

Your blisful suster, Lucina the shene. 
That of the see is chief goddesseandquene, 
Though Ncjitunus have deiteo in the see, 
Yet emperesse aboven him is she (320) 
Ye knowen wel, lord, that right as hir 
desyr 1049 

Is to be quiked and lightned of your fyi, 
For which she folweth yow ful bisilj , 
Right so the see desyreth naturelly 
To folwen hir, as she that is goddesse 
Bothe in the see and rivercs more and 
lesse 

Wlierlore, lord Phebus, this is my re- 
questo — 1055 

Do this miracle, or do myi\ herte breste — 
That now, next at this opposicioun, (329) 
Which in the signo shal be of the Looun, 
As preyeth hir so greet a flood to bringe. 
That fy ve f admo at the leeste it overspringe 
The liyesto rokke in Armoiik Brite^ne , 
And lat this flood endure yeres tweyno , 
Than certos to my lady may I seyo 
“Holdcth your lieste, tho rokkes been 
aweyo ” 1064 

Lord Phebus, dootli this miracle for me , 
Prove hir she go no faster cours than ye , 
I seye, preyeth your suster that she go 
No faster cours than yo tliise yeres two 
Than shal she been evene atte fulle alway, 
And spring-flood laste bothe night and 
day (342) 1070 

And, but she vouche-sauf in swiche manere 
To graunte me my sovereyn lady dere, 
Prey hir to sinken every rok adoun 
In-to hir owone derke regioun 
Under the ground, ther Pluto dwelleth 
inne, 1075 
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Or never-mo shal I my lady winne 
Thy temple in Delphos wol I barefoot seke , 
Lord. Phebns, see the teres on my cheke, 
And of my peyne have som compassionn ’ 
And with that word in swowne he fil 
adoiin, (352) 1080 

And loiige tymo lie lay forth m a trannce 
His brother, which that knew ot his 
penannce, 

Up caughte him and to bedde he hath 
him broght 

Dispeyred in tins torment and this thoght 
Lete I this wofiil oren-tiire lye , 

Chese he, for me, whether he wol live or 
dye 

Arveragus, with hele and greet honour, 
As he that was of chivalrye the flour, ( 360) 
Is come n hoom, and otliere worthy men 
O blisful artow now, thou Doiigen, 1090 
That hast thy lustj housbondc m thyiie 
armes. 

The fresshe knight, the w 01 thy man of 
armes, 

That loveth thee, as his owene liertcs Ijf 
No-tliing list him to been imaginat;>d* 

If any wight had spoke, whjl he was 
oute, 

To hire of lo\c , he haddc of it no doute 
He noght entendeth to no swich matere, 
But daunceth, justoth, m iketh hir good 
chere, (<570) 

And thus m jo-ve and blisse I lete hem 
dwelle. 

And of the s>ko Aurelius wol I telle ikx) 
In langour and in torment furious 
Two yeer and more la;y wrecclie Aurelius, 
Er any foot hr irnghte on erthe goon , 

Ne oonfort in this tyme hadde he noon, 
Save of his brother, which that was a clerk , 
He knew of al this wo and al this werk 
For to non other creature certeyn 1 107 

Of this matere ho dorste no word seyn 
Under Ins brest he bar it more secrec (^81) 
Than ever dide Pamphilus for Galathee 
His brest was hool, with-oute for to sene. 
But in his herte ay was the arwe kene 
And wel y e knowe that of a sursanuro 
In surgery e is perilous the cure. 

But men mighte touche the arwe, or come 
therby iji_, 

His brother weeji and wayled pnvely, 


Til atte laste him fil in remembraunce, 
That why 1 ho was at Orliens in Fraunce, 
As yonge clerkes, that been hkorops (391) 
To reden artes that been curious, 1120 
Seken in every halke and every herno 
Particuler sciences foi to lerne, 

He him remembred that, upon a day. 

At Orlicns in studie a book he say 
Of magik natuiel, winch his felawe, 1125 
That was th it tyme a bac heler of lawe, 

Al were he fher to lerne another tiaft. 
Had piively upon liis d( sk y-laft , (4fX)) 

Which book spik mucliel of the opcia- 
ciouns, 

Touchinge the eiglite and twenty inaii- 
siouns 1^0 

That longen to the mono, and sw ic li lolye, 
Vs in onr d lyos is nat w oi*th a flye , 

For holy c hire he g f cith in our bile\ e 
Ne suffroth noon illusion us to greve 
And whan tins book was in his lemem- 
braunco, 1135 

Anon for j<nc lus Ik ito gan to daiinec, 
And to him-si If ho sej de piively 
‘My brother shal be warisshed hastily , 
For I am sikei that ther be sciences, (411) 
By winch c men make di\ erse apparences 
Swiche as thisc subtile tiegetouies pleye, 
bor otte at festes hive I wel herd seye, 
That ti ege tours, with inne an halle large, 
Have ni lad come in a water and a barge, 
And m the lialle rowen up and doun 1145 
Somtyme hath semed come a grim leoun , 
And somty me floui es springe as in a mede , 
Somtyme a ’vyno, axid gi ai^es whyto and 
redo , (420) 

Somtyme a caste 1 , al of ly m and stoon , 
And whan hem lyked, voyded it anoon 
Thus semed it to c very mannes sighte 
Now than conclude I thus, that if I 
mighte 1 1 32 

At Orliens som old felawe y-finde. 

That hadde this mones mansions m minde, 
Or other magik naturel above, 1 1 s;5 

He sholde wel make my brother han Ins 
love 

For with an apparence a clerk may 
make 

To mannes siglite, that alle the rokkes 
blake f43<>) 

Of Bntaigne woron y-voyded everichon, 
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And shippes by tlio brmke comen and 
gon, 1 160 

And in swich forme endure a day or two , 
Than were my brother "warifashed of his 
wo 

Than moste she nedes holden hir biheste, 
Or elles he shal shame hir atte leste * 
What sholde I make a lenger tale of 
this? 1165 

Un-to his brotheres bed he comon is, 

And swich contort he yaf him tor to gon 
To Orliens, that he up stirte anon, (440) 
And on his wey toithward thanne is he 
fare. 

In hope for to ben lissed of his care 1170 
'W’^ian they were come almost to that 
citee, 

But-it it wei 0 a two furlong or throe, 

A vong clerk rominge by him-selt they 
mette, 

Which th it in Litin thnttily hem grotte. 
And alter that he so do a wonder thing 
I knowe,’ quod he, ‘the cause ot your 
coming , 1176 

And er tin y terthor any fote wente, (449) 
Ho tolde hem al that was in hir entente 
This Briton clerk him askf d of folawes 
The whnhe that ho had knowe in olde 
dawes , 11 So 

And ho answorde him that they dedo were, 
For which he wtop tul otto many a tcre 
Doun of his liois Aurelius lighto anon, 
And torth with this magicicn is he gon 
Hoorn to his hous, and made hem wol at 
esc iiSs 

Hem lakked no vit iille that mighte hem 
plesc , 

So wel arrayed hous as thei was oon 
Aurelius in his lyt saugh ncvci noon (460) 
Ho shewed him, er he wente to sopoer, 
Forestes, paikes tul ot wilde door, in^) 
Ther saugh he hoites with hir homes 
liye, 

The grettoste that ever were scyn with y 6 
He saugh ot hem an hondred blayn with 
houndes, 

And somme with arwes bledo of bittre 
woundes 

He saugh, whan voided were thiso wilde 
deer, nq5 

Thise fauconera upon a fair river, 


That with hir haultes han the heron 
slayn 

Tho sangh he knightes justing in a playn , 
And after this, he dide him swich ple- 
saunce, (471) 

That ho him showed his lady on a daunce 
On which him solt he daunced, as him 
though te 1201 

And whan this maister, that this magik 
wroughte, 

Saugh it was tymo, he clapte his handes 
two. 

And farewel ’ al our re\ el was ago 
And yet remoeved they nev er out of the 
hous, 120*; 

Wliyl they saugh al tlussighte merveillous, 
But in his btudic, ther as his bookes be. 
They seten stille, and no wight but they 
three (480) 

To him this m lister called his squyer. 
And seyde him thus ‘ is redy our soper ? 
Almost an houre it is, I undertake, 1211 
Sith I yow b ul our soper tor to make. 
Whan that thise worthy men wenten 
with me 

In-to my studie, ther-as my bookes be ’ 

‘ Sire,' quod this sqnj er, ‘ whan it lyketh 

vow, 1215 

It IS al redy , though \ 0 wol right no\\ ’ 

‘ Go wo than soiqie, quod ho, ‘ as for the 
bcbt( , 

This amorous folk som tmie mote han 
reste ’ (490) 

At-after sopei tillo they in tietee, 

What somme sholde this maisties guer- 
don be, 1220 

To remoeven alle tho rokkes of Britayne, 

And eek fiom Geroundo to the month of 
Sayne 

He made it straunge, and swoor, so god 
him save, 

Lasse than a thousand pound ho wolde 
nat ha\e, 

No gladly for that somme he wolde nab 
goon 1225 

Aurelius, with blisful herte anoon, 
Answerde thus, ‘ fy on a thousand pound » 
This wyde world, y Inch that men seye is 
round, (500) 

I wolde it yeve, if I were lord of it 1229 
This bargayn is ful drive, for we ben knit. 
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Ye shal be payed trewely, by my troutlie ’ 
But loketh now, for no necligonce or 
slouthe, 

Ye tarie us lieer no lenger than to-morwe ’ 

‘ Nay,’ quod this clerk, ‘ have heer my 
feith to borwe ’ 

To bedde is goon Aurelius whan him 
leste, 123 T 

And wel ny al that night he hadde his 
reste , (50®) 

What for his labour and his hope of blisse. 
His woful herte of penaunce hadde a lisse 
Upon the morwe, whan that it was day, 
To Britaigne toke they the righte way, 1240 
Aurelius, and this magicien bisyde, 

And been descended ther they wolde 
abyde , 

And this was, as the bokes me remembre. 
The colde fiosty scsou of Decembre 

Phebus wex old, and hewed lyk latoun. 
That in his hote declmacioun 1246 

Shoon as the burned gold with stremes 
brighte , {519) 

But now in Capricorn adoun he lighte, 
"Wher-as he shoon ful pale, I dar wel seyn 
The bittre frostes, with the sleet and reyn, 
Destroyed hath the grene in every yerd 
Janus sit by the f>r, with double herd, 
And drinketh of his bugle-horn the wyn 
Bifom him staut braun of the tuske<l 
swyn, 1254 

And ‘ Nowel ’ cryeth eveiy lusty man 
Aurelius, m al that ever he tan. 

Doth to his maister chero and re\ erence, 
And preyeth him to doon Ins diligence 
To brmgen him out of his peynes smerte, 
Or with a swerd that he wolde slitte his 
herte (s:32) 1260 

This subtil clerk swich routho had of 
this man, 

That night and day he spedde him that 
ho can. 

To wayte a tyme of his conclusioun. 

This IS to seye, to make illusioun, 

By swich an apparence or jogelrye, 1265 
I ne can no termes of astrologye. 

That she and every wight sholde wene 
and seye, (539) 

That of Britaigne the rokkes were aweye. 
Or elles they were sonken under grounde 
So atte laste he hath Ins tyme y-founde 


To maken his japes and his wrecched- 

nesse 1271 

Of swich a supersticious cursednesse 
His tables Toletanes forth he broght, 

Ful wel corrected, ne ther lakked noght. 
Neither his collect no his expans yeres, 
No his rotes ne his othere geres, 1276 

As been his centres and his arguments, 
And his proporcionols convenients (s5o) 
For his equacions in every thing 
And, by his eighte spere in his wirking, 
He knew ful wel how fer Alnath was 
shove 1*81 

Fro the heed of thilke fixe Aries above 
That in the nintho speere considered is , 
Ful subtilly he calculed nl this 
Whan he had founde his hrste man- 
sioun, 1285 

Ho know the remenant bj proporcioun , 
And knew the arising ot his mono 
weel, 

And in whos face, and terme, ana every- 
deel, (stK.)) 

And knew ful weel the mones mansioun 
Acordaunt to Ins operacioun, 1290 

And knew also his othere observaunces 
For swiche illusiouns and swiche mes- 
chaunces 

As hethen folk used in thilke dayes , 

For which no lenger maked he delates. 
But thurgh his niagik, lor a wyke or 
tweye, 1205 

It semed that alle the rokkes were aweye 
Aurelius, which that >et dcspcired is 
I Wher he shal han his love or fine amis, 
Awaiteth night and day on this miracle , 
And whan he know that ther was noon 
obstacle, (572) 1300 

That voided were thise rokkes everichon, 
Doun to his maistres feet he fil anon. 
And seydo, ‘ I woful wrecche, Aurelius, 
Thanko yow, lord, and lady myn Venus, 
That me han holpen fro my cares colde ’ 
And to the temple his wey forth hath ho 
holde, 1 306 

Wher-as he knew he sholde Ins lady see 
And whan ho saugh his tyme, anon-riglit 
he, (580) 

With dredful herte and with ful humble 
chore, 

Salewed hath his soverejn lady dere 1310 
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‘ My riglite lady,’ quod this woful man, 

‘ Whom I most drede and love as I best 
can, 

And lothest were of al tins world displese, 
Nere it that I for yow have swicli disese, 
That I moste dyen heer at your foot 
anon, 1315 

Noglit woldo I telle how me is wo bigon , 
But certes outlier moste I dye or pleyne , 
Ye slee me giltelccs for verray peyne (S90) 
But of my deeth, thogh that 30 have no 
routhe, 

Awseth ^ow, er that ve broke your 
troutho 1320 

Repenteth yow, for thillve god abo\e, 

Er ye me sleen by-causo that I yow love 
For, madame, wel yo woot what je han 
lught , 

N it that I chalango any thing of right 
Of yow m3 so\ ereyn lady, but your grace , 
But in a gardin yond, at swich a place, 

Yo woot right wel what ye bihighten me , 
And in ni\ii hand your trouthe plighten 
ye (600) 

To love me best, god woot, ye seyde so, 

Al be that I unworthy be therto 1330 

Madame, I speke it for the honour of yow, 
More than to sa^e myn hertes 13^ right 
now , 

I have do so as ye comanded me , 

And if ye vouch e-sauf, ye may go see 
Doth as yow list, have 3 our biheste in 
rainde, 133'? 

For quik 01 deed, right ther 30 shul me 
hnde , 

In vow lyth al, to do me live 01 deyo , — 
But wel I woot the rokkes been aweye ’ ’ 
He taketh Ins le\e, and she astonied 
stood, (61 1 ) 

In al hir face nas a drope of blood , 1340 

She wende ne^er han come in swich a 
trappe 

‘ Allas ' ’ quod she, ‘ that ever this sholde 
happe ’ 

For wende I never, by possibihtee, 

That swich a monstre or merveille mighte 
be ’ 

It IS ogayns the procos of nature ’ i34«( 

And boom she gooth a sorweful cieaturo 
For verray fere unnethe may she go, 

She wepethj wailleth, al a day or two, (620) 


And swowneth, that it routhe was to see , 
But why it was, to no wight tolde she , 1350 
For out of tonne was goon Arveragus 
But to hir-self she spak, and seyde thus. 
With face pale and with ful sorweful 
chere, 

In hir compleynt, as yo shul after here 
‘Allas,’ quod she, ‘on thee, Fortune, 
I pleyne, 1355 

That unwar wrapped hast me in thy 
cheyne , 

For which, t’escape, woot I no socour 
Save only deeth or elles dishonour , (630) 
Oon of thise two biho\etli me to chese 
But nathelees, yet liai e I lover lese 1360 
My lyf than of my body have a shame. 

Or knowe my-sel\ on fals, or lese my name, 
And with my doth I may be quit, y-wis 
Hath ther nat many a noble wyf, er 
this, 1364 

And many a mayde \ slavn hir self, alias ' 
Rather than with hir bod3 doon trespas ? 
Yis, certes, lo, thise stones beren wit- 
nesse , 

Whan thretty t3’Taunts, ful of cursed- 
nesse, (640) 

Had slayn Phidoun in Atlienes, atte feste, 
They comanded his doghtres for t’areste, 
And bringen hem biforn hem in despyt 
Al naked, to lulfillo hir foul deljd, 1372 
And in hir fadres blood the3 made hem 
daunco 

Upon the pavement, god leve hem mis- 
chaunco ’ 

For which thise woful maydens, ful of 
drede, 1375 

Rather than the3" wolde lose hir mayden- 
hede. 

They prively ben stirt in-to a u elle, 

And dreynte hem-selven, as the bokes 
telle (dejo) 

They of Messeno lete enqueie and seke 
Of Lacedomie fifty maydens eke, 1380 

On whiche they wolden doon hir lecherye , 
But was ther noon of al that companye 
That she nas slam, and with a good 
entente 

Ohees rather for to dve than assente 
To been oppressed of hir maydenhede 1385 
Wliy sholde I thanne to dye been m 
drede ? 
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Lo, eek, the tiraunt Aristoclides (6«;c;) 
That loved a maydtn, hect Stunphalidcs, 
Wlian that hir fader slayn was on a night, 
Un-to Dianes temple goth she ught, 1390 
And hente the image in liii h ancles two, 
Fro which image wolde she no\er go 
No wight ne mighte liii handes of it arace, 
Til she was slajn right in the selve place 
Now sith tint majdens hadden swicli 
despy t 1395 

To been defonled with mannes foul dclyt, 
Wcl oghte a wj^l rather hir-selven sloe 
Than be defonled, as it tlnnketh me (670) 
What shal I scyn of Ha sdrn bales wyf, 
That at Caitage birafte hir self hii lyf ? 
For whan she saugh that Romayns wan 
the toun, 1401 

She took hir children alk, and skipte 
adoun 

In-to the fyr, and chees rather to dye 
Than any Eomayn dulc hii \ileinye 
Hath nat Lnciesse y-slayn hii-self, 
alias ’ 140^ 

At Rome, whanne she oppicssed was 
Of Tarqnin, for hir thoughte it was 
a sh ime 

To liven whan she hadde lost hir name’ 
The sevene maydens of Milesie also (O81) 
Han slayn hem self, for verray drede and 
wo, 1410 

Bathci than folk of Gaulc hem sholde 
oppre sse 

Mo than a thousand stones, as I gesse, 
Coude I now telle is tone hinge this 
matere 

Whan Habradate was si i\n, his wyf so 
deie 

Hirsehen slow, and Icct hir blood to 
glyde 1415 

In Habradates wonndcs depe and wyde, 
And seyde, “ my bod>, at the lee ste way, 
Thcr shal no wi^ht defoulen, if I may ” 
Wliat sholde I mo ensamiilcs hccr-of 
sayn, (691) 1419 

Sith that so manye han hem-selvon slayn 
Wei rathc*r than they wolde defonled be’ 
I wol conclude, that it is bet for me 
To sleeu my self, than been defouled thus 
I wol be trewe un-to Arveragus, 

Or rather sleen my-self in som manere. 

As dide Demociones doghter dere, 1426 


By cause that she wolde nat defouled be 
O Cedasus ' it is ful greet pitee, (700) 
To reden how thy doglitren deyde, alias ’ 
That slowe hom-selven for swicli maner 
cas 1430 

As gi eet a pitee was it, or wel more. 
The Theban mayden, that for Nichanore 
Hir-selven slow, right for swich maner 
wo 

Another Theban mayden dide light so , 
For oon of Macedoine hadde liir oppressed, 
She with hir docth hii majdenhede 10- 
diesscd 1436 

What slial T seye of Nicer ates wyf. 

That for swieh cas birafte hii-self hii Ijf? 

How trewo eek was to Alcebiades (711) 
His love, that ratliei for to ch an c bees 1440 
Than for to snffic his body un buried be ’ 
Lo which a w^f was Alceste,’ ejuod slio 
‘ What scith Omer of godo Penalopee ? 
A1 Greco knoweth of liir chastitee 

Paidee, of Laodom\ a is wnten thus, 1^4^ 
That w h in at Ti o> e w as si i j n Prothe- 
sclaus. 

No longer wolde she live after his day 
The s line of nolile Porcia telle I may , 
Witli-oute Biutus condo she nat live, (721) 
To wliom she hadde al hool hir herte 
yive 1450 

The p lift wyfliod of Aithcmesye 
Honoured is thurgh al the Barbarye 
O Teuta, queen’ tin wyflv chastitee 
To alle wyves may a inn our be 14S4 

Tlic s imc thing I seye of Bilia, fT orn 

Of Rodogone, and eek Valeri i ’ [T oia 

Thus pl( yned Doiigene i day 01 tweye, 
Purposinge ever that she wolde deye (730) 
But nathelees, upon the thridde night, 
Horn cam Areciagus, this woi-thy knight. 
And ibked hir, why that she weep so 
sore? 1461 

And she gan wepen ev ci longer the more 
‘ Allas ’ ’ quod she, ‘ that ever was 
I born ’ 

Thus have I seyd,’ quod she, ‘ thus have 
I sworn ’ — 

And told him al as ye han herd hifore , 1465 
It nedeth nat reherce it yow na-more 
This housbond with glad chere, m 
freendly wyse, 

Answerde and seyde as I shal yow devyse 
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‘Is tlier oglit elles, Dorigen, but tins ?’ (741) 

‘ Nay, nay,’ quod she, ‘ god help mo so, 
as wis , 1470 

This IS to muche, and it were goddes wille ’ 
‘Ye, wyf,’ quod ho, ‘ lat slepen that is 
stille , 

It ina> be \vel, paraventiire, yet to-day 
Ye shul your troutho holdon, by my fay ‘ 
For god so wisly ha’ve mercy on me, 1475 
I hadde wel lever y-stiked for to be, 

For verray lo\ e which that I to yow have, 
But-if ye sholde jour trouthe hope and 
si\e (7S0) 

Trouthe is the hyeste thing that man 
may kepo ’ — 

But with that word he biast anon to 
wepe, 1480 

And seyde, ‘I yow forbede, up pejne of 
doeth. 

That never, ■vshyl thee lasteth lyf ne 
breeth, 

To no wight tol thou of this aventure 
As I maj best, I wol my wo endure, 

Ne make no contenam e of lievmesse, i48t? 
That folk of jow may demeu harm or 
gesse * 

And forth ho doped a sipiver and 
a mayde 

‘ Cloth forth anon with Dorigen,’ he 
saydo, (760) 

‘And bringeth hir to swich a idace 
anon ’ 

They take hir h ve, and on hir wey thej 
gon , 1490 

But they ne wisto \\h> she thidei wente 
Ho nold( no "Wight tclhn his entente (7O4) 
P iravcntuio an hcep of yow, y-wis, 

[T 0771 

AYol hulden him a le'wed man in this, 

[T om 

That ho wol putte his wyf in jujiart-ye , 

[T om 

Horkneth the tale, 01 j 0 up-on hir crjo 

[T om 

She may ha\o bittrc fortune than yow 
someth , [T owi 

And whan that je han herd the tnlo, 
demeth [T o?n 

Tins squyer, "whic h that highto Aurelius, 
On Dorigon that was so amorous, (772) isoo 
Of aventure happed Inr to mote 


Amiddo the toun, light in the quikkest 
strete. 

As she was boun to goon the wey forth- 
right 

Toward the gardin ther-as she had higlit. 
And he was to the gardinward also , 1505? 
For wel he spyed, whan she wolde go 
Out of hir hous to any maner place 
But thus they mette, of aventure or 
grace , (780) 

And he saleweth hir \v ith glad entente, 
And asked of hir whiderward she wente ? 

And she answerde, half as she were mad, 

‘ Un-to the gardin, as myn housbond bad. 
My trouthe for to holde, alias ‘ alias ' ’ 
Aurelius gun wondren oA this cas, 

And in his herte had greet compassioun 
Of hir and of hir lamentacioun, 1S16 

And of Arveragus, the worthy knight, 
That bad hir holden al that she had 
hight, (7cp) 

So looth him was his yvf sholde breke 

hir trouthe , 

And m his herte he caughte of this greet 
routhe, 1^20 

C^onsulennge the beste on e\ery syde. 
That fro his lust \ et were him lever nbyde 
Than doon so heigh a cherlish wrecched- 
nesse 

Agayns fiancbyse and alle gentillesse , 
For which in fewe wordcs sc\ do he thus 
‘ Madame, seyth to your lord Arveragus, 
That sith I see his grete gentillesse (800) 
To vow, and eok I see wel your distresse, 
That him "were lever han shxme (and that 
were routhe) 

Than je to me sholde breke thus your 
troutho, 

I have wcl le\ er oy or to suffi e "w o 
Than I departe the loyo bitwix jow two 
I j ow relosse, madame, in to your hond 
(iuit eyery suremont and every bond, isji^4 
That y e han ma*id to me as heer-biforn, 
Sitli thilke tyrao yvhich that ye wore born 
My troutho I plighte, I shal yow neyer 
reprev^e 

Of no bihoste, ind here I take my leve, 
As of the troyvesto and the beste yvyf (8n) 
That eyor yet I knew in al my lyf i!;4o 
But every "w y f be- war of hir biheste, 

On Dorigene lemembreth atte leste. 
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TIjits can a squyer doon a g-entil <lede, 

As well as can a knight, with-outen drodo ’ 
She thonketh him up-on hir knees al 
hare, iS45 

And hoom un-to hir houshond is she fare, 
And tolde him al as e han herd me sayd , 
And be ye siker, he was so wetl apayd, (820) 
That it were inpossible me to wryte , 
What sholde I longer of this cas endyte ? 

Arveragus and Dongene his wyf issi 
In sovereyn blisse leden forth hir lyf 
Never eft no was ther angre hem bitwene , 
He chensseth hir as though she were 
a queue , 1 1;^4 

And she was to him trewe for evermore 
Of tlnse two f®lk ye gete of me na-more 
Aurelius, that his cost hath al forlorn, 
Curseth the tyme that evei ho was born 
‘ Allas,’ quod he, ‘ alias ’ that I bihighte 
Of pured gold a thousand pound of 
wighte (8^2) 1560 

Un-to this philosophre ’ how shal I do? 

I see na-more but that I am fordo 
Myn heritage moot I nedes selle, 

And been a begger, heer may I nat 
dweUe, 

And shamen al my kinrede in this place. 
But I of him may gete bettre grace 1*566 
But nathelees, I wol of him assaye, (839) 
At certejm dayes, yeer by yeer, to paye, 
And thanke him of his grete curteisye , 
My trouthe wol I kepe, I wol nat lye ’ 1*570 
With herte soor he gooth un to his cof re, 
And broghto gold un-to this philosophre, 
The value of fyve hundred pound, I gesse. 
And him bisechetli, of his gentillesse. 

To graunte him dayes of the remenaunt. 
And seyde, ‘maistcr, I dar wel make 
avaunt, 1576 

I failled never of my trouthe as yit , 

For sikerly my dette shal be quit (850) 
Towardes yow, how-ever that I faro 
To goon a-begged in my kirtle bare i*j8o 
But wolde ye vouche-sauf, up-on seurtee. 
Two yeer or three for to respyten rao. 

Than were I wel , for dies moot I selle 
Myn heritage , ther is na-inore to telle ’ 
This philos^)phre sobrely answerde, 158*5 j 


And seyde thus, whan he thise wordes 
herde (858) 

‘ Have I nat holden covenant un-to thee^’ 
‘ Yes, certes, wel and trewely,’ quod he 
‘ Hastow nat had thy lady as thee lyketh ? ’ 
‘No, no,’ quod he, and sorwefully he 
syketh I S(io 

‘ What was the cause ? tel me if thou can ’ 
Aurelius his tale anon bigan, 

And tolde him al, as ye han herd bifore , 
It nedeth nat to yow reherco it more 
He seide, ‘ Arveragus, of gentillesse, Kgy 
Had lever dye in sorwe and in distiessc 
Than that his wyf weie of hir trouthe 
fals ’ (869) 

The sorwe of Dorigen he tolde him als. 
How looth hir was to been a 'wikkod wyf, 
And that she lever had lost that day hir 
lyf, i(kmi 

And that hir trouthe she swoor thurgh 
innocence 

‘ She never erst horde spoke of apparence , 
Tliat made me han ot hir so greet pitee 
And right as frely as he sente hir me. 

As frely sente I Inr to him agej n 1005 
This al and som, ther is na*more to se\n ’ 
Tins philosophre answerde, ‘]e\e 
brother, 

Everich of >ow dide gentilly til other (880) 
Tliou art a squyer, and he is a knight , 
But god forbede, for his blisful might, 1610 
But-il a clerk coude doon a gentil dede 
As wel as any of yow, it is no drede ’ 

Sire, I relesso thee thy thousand pound. 
As thou right now were cropen out of the 
ground, 1614 

Ne never er now ne liaddest knowen me 
For sire, I wol nat take a peny of thee 
For al my craft, ne noght for my travaille 
Thou hast y-payed wel for my vitaille , (890) 
It is y-nogh, and farewel, have good day ’ 
And took Ins hors, and forth he gooth 
his way 1620 

Lordinges, this question wolde I aske 
now, 

Which was the mostefreo,as thinketh yow? 
Now telleth me, er that ye ferthor wende 
I can na-morGi, my tale is at an ende (896) 


Here is ended the Frankeleyns Tale ^ 

The SIX lines, numbered 11929-34 tn Tyrwhitt’s text, are spurious, for his 
11 1 1935-12902, see pp 55 *- 564 - , for 11 12903-15468, see pp 492-551 
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THE SECONDE NONNES TALE. 

The Prologe of the Seconde Nonnes Tale 

Thf ministre and the nonoe un-to vyces, | Inuocano ad Mamam 


Winch that men clepe in English vdel- 
nesso, 

That poiter of tlie gate is of delyces, 

T oschuo, and hy hii contrane hir op- 
prcsse, 

That IS to seyn, hy levcful hisinesse, s 
Wei oghten we to doon al our entente, 
Lest that the feend thiirgh ydelnesse us 
hente 

For he, that with his thousand cordes slve 
Continuelly us waitoth to biclappe, 

W han ho may man in ydolntsse esp>e, lo 
He can so lightly caccho him in his trappc, 
Til that a man he hent right hy the lappo, 
He nis nat war the feend hath him in 
honde , 

W^el oughte us werche, and ydelnes with- 
stonde 

And though men dradden ne\ er for to dye, 
Yet seen men wol by reson doutolees, i6 
That ydelnesse is roten slogardyc, 

Of which thei no\er comth no good 
encrees , 

And seen, that slouthe hir holdeth m 
a lees 

Only to slope, and for to ete and dnnke, 
And to deyouren al that othere swinke 21 

And for to putte us fro swicli ydelnesse, 
That cause is of so greet confusioun, 

I have heer doon my feithful hisinesse, 
After the legonde, m translacioun 
flight of thy glorious lyf and jiassioun, 
Thou -vMth thy gerland wroght ot rose 
and lilie , 

Thee meue I, mayde and martir, seint 
Cecilie ’ 

y 


A\d thou that flour of v irgines art alle, 
Of whom that Bernard list so wel to 
wryte, 30 

lo thee at m\ higinmng first I calle , 
Thou comfort of us wrecches, do me 
endyte 

Thy maydens deeth, than wan thurgh hir 
meryte 

The eternal lyf, and of the feend \actone, 
As man may after reden m hir stone 31^ 

Thou mayde and mooder, doghter of thy 
sone. 

Thou Welle of mercy, sinful soules cure, 
In whom that god, for bountee, chees to 
wone, 

Thou humble, and heigh over eyery 
creature, 

Thou nohledest so ferforth our nature, 40 
That no desdcyn the maker hadde of 
kmde, 

His sone in hlode and flesh to clothe and 
wmde 

Withinne the cloistre blisful of thy s^des 
Took mannes shap the eternal love and 
pees, 

That of the trjne compas lord and gyde 

45 

Whom erthe and see and heven, out of 
relees, 

Ay henen , and thou, yirgin wemmelees, 
Bar of thy body, and dweltest mayden 
pure, 

The creatonr of eyery creature 

Assembled is in thee magniiiceiice 50 
With mercy, goodnesse, and with swich 
pitee 

3 
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lat tlioii, that art tho soniie of excel- 
lence, 

^t only helpest hem th it preycn thee, 
it ofte tyme, of thy he nignitee, S4 

il frely, er that men thyn help biseche, 
lou goost hiforn, and art hir Ij^ ves leche 

[)W help, thou nieke and blisful f lyre 
mayde, 

e, flemed wrecclic , m tins desert of galle , 
link on tho womman C in inee, that 
sayde 1 

lat whclpes eten somme of the crommes i 
alle ( k ) 

lat from hir lordes table been 'v-fille , 
id though that I, unworthysone of E\e, 

5 sinful, y et accepte my bilei c 

id, for that fcith is deed with-outcn 
werkes, 

for to werken yif me wit and space, 6^ 
lat I be quit fro thennes tint most dcik 

IS ’ 

thou, that art so fayr and ful of grac e, 

I myn advocat in that hoigho place 
ler-as withouten ende is songe ‘Os inne,’ 
ou Cristcs mooder, doghter deie o^ 
Anne ’ 70 

id of thy light my soule in prison lighte, 
at troubled is by the contigioun 
my body, and also by the wighte 
erthly luste and fals affeccioun , 
hiaven of refut, o salvacioun 7S 

hem that been in sorwe and in dis 
tresse, 

•whelp, for to my werk I wol me dresse 

t preye I yow that 1 eden that I wry te, 
ryeve me, that 1 do no diligence 
is like stone subtilly to endyte , 80 

r both have I the wordes and sentence 
him that at the seintcs reverence 
e stone wroot, and folwe hir legende, 
id prey yow, that ye wol my wcik 
amende 

tST^retaezo nomims Cecilie, quam pomt 
f rater lacohua lanuenm tn J^eyenda 
Aurea 

usT wolde I yow the name of soint 
Cecilie 85 

poune, as men ma\ in hir stone see, 


It IS to seye in English ‘ hevenes lilie,’ 
For pure chastnosso of virginitee , 

Or, for she whytnesse hadde of honestee. 
And grene of conscience, and of good 
fame 90 

The sotc savour, ‘ lilie ’ was hir n ime 

Or Oecile is to seye ‘ the we^ to blinde,’ 
For she ensample w as by good techinge , 
Or c lies Cccilc, as I writi n finde, 

Is loaned, b^ a maner coiijoiningo ge; 
Ot ‘ hevene ’ and ‘ Lia ’ , and heer, m 
hguringe, 

The ‘ heven ’ is set for thoght of holinesse, 
And ‘Lia’ for hii lasting bisintsse 

Cecile may eek be scyd in this manere, 

‘ Wanting of blindncs&e,’ for hir grete 
light uxi 

Of sajuence, and for hir thewes cltre , 

Oi elks, lo ’ this maydens name bright 
I Ot ‘hcvcnc’ and ‘ Itos ’ comth, for which 
by right 

Men inighte hir wcl ‘ the hev en of peplo * 
< alle, 104 

I Ensamiilc of godo and wyse werkes alle 

For ‘ Icos ’ ‘ pc pie ’ in Fnglish is to seve, 
\nd right as men may in the hevene see 
The Sonne and mone and stciics every 

I 0, 

I Right so men gostl\, in this mayden free, 
Scycn of fcitli tlic magnanimitee, 110 

And eek the cleemesse hool of sapience, 
And sondry werkes, brighte of excellence 

I \nd right so as thise philosophres wrj^te 
' That heven is swift and round and eck 
brenninge. 

Right so was fayre Oecilie the whyte 115 
Ful swift and bisy ever in good werkinge. 
And round and hool in good persevoringe. 
And brcnnmg over in chan tee ful brighte , 
Now have I yow declared what she highte. 
Ljrjdicit 

Here biginneth tlie Seconde Nonnes 
Tale, of the lyf of Semte Cecile 

Tins mayden bright Cecilie, as hir lyf 
seith, 120 

Was comen of Romayns, and of noble 
kinde, 
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And from hir cradel up fostred m tlie 
feith 

Of Cnst, and bar Ins gospel m liir ininde, 
She never cessed, as I writen finde, 

Of hir preyf re, and god to love and drede, 
Biseking bmi to kope lur maydenhede i -.6 

And when this mayden sholde unto a man 
Y-wedded be, that was ful yong of age. 
Which that y-cleped was Valerian, 

And day was comen of hir manage, 1^0 
she, ful devout and humble in hir cor ige, 
lender hir robe of gold, that §at ful f lyie, 
Had next hir flesh y-clad hir 111 an heyre 

And whyl the organs maden melodye. 

To god alone in herte thus sang sin , 13s 
‘ O lord, my soule and eek my bod\ gye 
Unwemmed, lest that I confounded be ’ 
And, for his lo^ e that dcyde upon a tree, 
cry seconde or thridde day she faste, 

Ay biddinge in hir orisons ful faste 140 j 

1 

The night cam, and to bedde moste she | 
gon I 

With hir housbondo, as of te is the m uiei e, ^ 
And piively to liim she se\de anon, 

‘ O swete and wel biloved spouse dc re, 

Thor is a conseil, and ye woldo it here, 
Which that light fain I wolde unto 30W 
Stye, 146 

So that 'VC swcio 5 e shul me nat biwrcve ’ 

V ilcnan gnn faste unto hii swere, 

That for no t as, ne thing that mighte bo, 
He sholde never-mo biwreycn hero , i«:o 
And tlianno at erst to him thus seyde she, 

‘ I have an angi 1 wliieli th it lo\ eth me, 
That with greet love, wher-so I wake oi 
slope. 

Is redy my body for to kepo isr4 

And if that he may felen, out of drede, 
That ye mo touche or love in •yilomyo, 

Ho right anon wol sloe yow with the dedo. 
And in your yowthe thus ye sliulden dye 
And if that ye in clone love me gve, 

He wol yow loven as me, for your clen- 
nesse, iCo 

And she wen yow his joye and his bright- 
nesse ’ 


Valerian, corrected as god wolde, 
Answerde agayn, ‘ if I shal trusten thee, 
Lat me that angel see, and him biholde , 
And if that it a verray angel be, 165 
Than wol I doon as thou hast preyed me , 
And if thou love another man, for sothe 
Right with this swerd than wol I slee yow 
bothe ’ 

Cecile answerde anon right in this wyse, 

‘ If that yow list, the angel shul ye see, 1 70 
So that ye trowe on Crist and yow bap- 
tyse 

Goth forth to Via Apia,’ quod she, 

‘ That fro this toun ne stant but myles 
three, 

And, to the pov-re folkes that ther dwelle, 
Sey hem light thus, as that I shal yow 
telle 175 

Telle hem that I, Cecile, yow to hem sente, 
To shewen jow the gocR Urban the olde, 
For secreo nodes and for good entente 
And whan that yo seint Urban han bi- 
holde, 

Telle him the wordes vhiehe I to yow 
tolde, I 80 

And whan thit he h itli puiged yow fro 
siniK , 

Thanno shul lo see that angel, er >e 
twinno ’ 

Valeiian is to the plact \ gon, 

And right as him was taught by his 
loimiigo, 

Ho fond this holy olde Urban anon 185 
Among the seint es buriels lotinge 
And ho anon, with-outen taryinge, 

Dide hib message , and whan that he it 
tolde, 

Uibaii foi J030 hib hondes gan up holde 

The teres fiom his >en leet he falle — 190 
* \lmighty lord, O Jesu Crist,’ quod he, 

‘ S iwer of chast conseil, horde of us alle. 
The fruit of thilke seed of chastitee 
That thou hast so\\ 0 m Cecile, tak to thee ’ 
Lo, l>k a bisj bee, with-outen gyle, 195 
Thee serveth ay thyn owene thxal Cecile ’ 

For thUke spouse, that she took but now 
Ful lyk a hers leoun, she sendeth here, 
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US meke as ever was any lamb, to yow * ’ 
ind with that worde, anon ther gan 
appere aoo 

un old man, clad m whjrte clothes clere, 
Tiat hadde a book with lettre of golde 111 
honde, 

Lnd gan bifom Valerian to stonde 

^alenan as deed fil doiin for drede 
Vhan he him saugh, and he up hento 
him tho, aot; 

jad on his book right thus he gan to 
rede — 

00 Loid, 00 feith, 00 god wifh-outen mo, 
k) Cristendom, and fader of alle also, 
L-boven alle and over al everywhere ’ — 
'hise wordes al with gold y-writen were 

Vntian this was rad, than seyde this olde 
man, 211 

Levestow this thing or no ^ sey ye or 
nay ’ 

1 leve al this thing,’ quod Valerian, 

For Bother thing than this, I dar wel say, 
Tnder the hevene no wight thinke may ’ 
ho vanisshed th’olde man, he mste 

where, 216 

nd pope Urban him cristened right 
there 

alenan goth hoom, and lint Cecilie 
^Tith-inne his chambre with an angel 
stonde , 

hifl angel hadde of roses and of lilie 220 
orones two, the which he bar in honde , 
nd first to Cecile, as I understonde, 

[e yaf that oon, and after gan he take 
hat other to Valerian, hir make 

With body dene and with unwemmed 
thoght 225 

epeth ay wel thise corones,’ quod he , 
Fro Paradys to yow have I hem broght, 
e never-mo ne shal they roten be, 
e lese her sote savour, trusteth me , 
e never wight shal seen hem with his yC, 
at he be chaast and hate vileinye 231 

nd thou, Valerian, for thou so sone 
ssentedest to good conseil also, 
ey what thee list, and thou shalt han 
thy bone ’ 


‘ I have a brother,’ quod Valerian tho, 235 
‘ That in this world I love no man so 
I pray yow that my brother may han 
grace 

To knowe the trouthe, as I do in this 
place ’ 

The angel seyde, ‘ god lyketh thy requeste. 
And bothe, with the palm of martirdom. 
Ye shullen come unto his blisful feste ’ 
And with that word Tiburce his brother 
com 

And whan that he the savour undernom 
Which that the roses and the lilies caste, 
With-mne his herte he gan to wondre 
faste, 245 

And seyde, ‘ I wondre, this tyme of the 
yeer, 

Whennes that sote savour cometh so 
Of rose and lilies that I smelle heer 
For though I hadde hem in myn hondes 
two, 249 

The savour mighte in me no depper go 
The sote smel that in myn herte I finde 
Hath chaunged me al in another kinde ’ 

Valerian seyde, ‘ two corones han we, 
Snow-whyte and rose-rced, that shynen 
clere, 

Whiche that thyn yt n han no might to 
see , 2S5 

And as thou smellest hem thurgh my 
preyere. 

So shaltow seen hem, leve brother dere. 
If it so be thou w olt, withouton slouthe, 
Bileve anght and knowen verray trouthe * 

Tiburce answerde, ‘ seistow this to me 260 
In soothnesse, or in dreem I horkne this?* 
‘ In dromes,’ quod Valeiian, ‘han we be 
Unto this tyme, brother myn, y-wis 
But now at erst in trouthe our dwelling is ’ 
‘ How woostow this,’ quod Tiburce, ‘ in 
what wyse ? ’ 265 

Quod Valerian, ‘ that shal I thee devyse 

The angel of god hath me the trouthe 
y-taught 

Which thou shalt seen, if that thou woit 
reneye 



T 15737-15808 ] G C $4 §econb 4 Qtonnie Cafe. 


653 


The vdoles and be clone, and olios 
naught ’ — 269 

And of the miracle of thise coronos tweye 
Soint Ambrose in his iireface list to soye , 
Solempnely this noble doctour dero 
Commendeth it, and soith in this manere 

The palm of martirdom for to receyve, 
Seinte Gocile, fulfild of goddes yifte, 27*^ 
The world and eok hir chambre gan she 
weyve , 

Witncs Tyburces and f Valerians shrifte, 
To wlnclio god of his bountee wolde 
shitto 

Corones two of flonres wel smellinge, 

And made Ins angel hem the corones 
bringe 280 

Hie mavdo hath broght tbiso men to 
blisse abo\ e , 

The Morld hath wist what it is worth, 
certevn, 

Dev ocioun of chastitee to love — 

Tho shewede him Cecile al open and plovn 
That alle vdoles nis but a thing in vevn , 
For they been dombe, and thcrto they 
been devo, 286 

And chaiged him his ydoles for to leve 

‘Who so that troweth nat tins, a beste 
he IS,’ 

Quod tho Tiburce, ‘if that I shul nat lye ’ 
And she gan kisse his brest, that herde 
this, 290 

And was ful glad he coude trouthe espye 
‘This day I take thee for myn allye,’ 
Seyde this blisful fayre mavde dere , 

And after that she seyde as ye may here 

‘ Lo, right so as the love of Crist,’ quod 
she, 29"; 

‘Made me thy brotheres wyf, right in 
that wyso 

Anon for myn allye hoer take I thee, 

Sin that thou wolt thyn ydoles dospyse 
Go with thy brother now, and thee bap- 
tyse, 

And make thee dene , so that thou mowe 
biholde 

The angels face of which thy brother 
tolde ’ 


Tiburce answerde and sej de, ‘ brother 
dere. 

First tel me winder I shal, and to what 
man?’ 

‘To whom?’ quod he, ‘com forth with 
right good chere, 

I wol thee lede unto the pope Urban ’ 305 
‘ Til Urban ? brother myn Valerian,’ 

Quod tho Tiburce, ‘ woltowmethider lede? 
Me tlunketh that it were a wonder dede 

Ne menestow nat Urban,’ quod he tho, 

‘ Tliat IS so ofte dampned to be deed, 310 
And woneth in halkes alwey to and fro. 
And dar nat ones putte forth his heed ^ 
Men sholde him brennen in a fyr so reed 
If he were founde, or that men mighte him 
spye , 

And we also, to here him companye — 315 

And whyl we seken thilke divinitee 
That IS y-hid in hevene prively, 

Algate y-brend in this world shul we be 
To whom Cecile answerde boldely, 319 

‘ Men mighten dreden wel and skilfully 
This lyf to lose, myn owene dere brother, 
If this were livinge onlj and non other 

But ther is better lyf in other place, 

That never shal be lost, ne drede thee 
noght, 

Which goddes sone us tolde thurgh his 
grace , 325 

That fadres sone hath alle thinges wroght , 
And al that wroght is with a skilful thoght, 
The goost, that fro the fader gan jirocede, 
Hath sowled hem, withouten any drede 

By word and by miracle goddes sone, 330 
Wlian he was in this world, declared here 
That ther was other lyf ther men 
wone ’ 

To whom answerde Tiburce, ‘ O suster dere, 
Ne seydestow right now in this manere, 
Ther ms but o god, loid m soothfastnesse , 
And now of thiee how maystow here 
witnesse ’ ’ 336 

‘ That shal I telle,’ quod she, ‘ er I go 
Right as a man hath sapiences three, 
Memorie, engyn, and intellect also, 

So, in o being of divinitee, 340 
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hree persones may tlier right wol be ’ 
ho gan slie him tul bisily to preche 
f Cnstes come and of his peynes teche, 

nd many pointes of his passioun , 

LOW goddes sone in this world was with- 
holde, 34') 

o doon mankmdo pleyn remissioun, 
hat was y-bounde in siiine and cares 
colde 


1 this thing she unto Tiburce tolde 
Jid after this Tiburce, in good entente, 
Si^ith Valerian to iiope I rban he wente, 

hat thanked god , and with glad herte 
and light ^51 

e cnstned him, and made him in that 
place 

arfit in his lernmge, goddes knight 
nd after this Tiburce gat swicli grace, 
hat every day he saugh, in tyme and 
space, S';*) 

he angel of god , and every maner bone 
hat he god axed, it was sped tul sone 

were ful hard by ordre for to seyn 
ow many wondrcs Jesus for hem 
wroghte , 

ut atte laste, to tellcn short and pleyn, 
he sergeants of the toun of home hem 
soghte, 361 

nd hem biforn Almache the prefect 
broghte, 

Hhich hem apposed, and knew al hir 
entente, 

nd to the image of J upiter hem sente, 

nd seyde, ‘ who so wol nat sacrifyse, 363 
vap of his heed, this is my sentence 
here ^ 

aon thise maitirs that I yow devyse, 
m Maximus, that was an officere 
the prefectes and his corniculere, 
em hente , and whan he forth the 
seintes ladde, 370 

im-self he weep, for pitee that he haddo 

Tian Maximus had herd the seintes lore, 
B gat him of the tormentoures leve, 
id ladde hem to his hous withoute 
more , 574 

id with hir prechmg er that it were eve, 


They gonnen fro the tormen tours to reve, 
And fio Maxime, and fio his folk echone 
The false feith, to trowe in god allone 

Cecilie cam, whan it was woxen night, 
AVith preestes that hem cnstned alle 
y-fere , 380 

And afterward, whan diy was woxen 
light, 

Cecile hem seyde with a ful sobre cherc, 

‘ Now, Ciistcs owene knightes Icvo and 
dcre, 

Caste alle awey the werkes of derknesse, 
And armeth yow in armure of bright- 
nesso 385 

Ye han for sotlic y -doon a greet bataille, 
Your cours is doon, your fcith han ye 
conserved, 

Goth to the corone of lyf that may nat 
fdilh , 

Tlie rightful juge, which that yc han 
scivcd, 3S9 

Shall yeve it yow, as ye han it deserved ’ 
And wlian this thing was sey d as I devyse, 
Men ladde hem forth to doon the saciilyse 

But whan they wcion to the place broght, 
To tellen shortly the conclusioun. 

They noldc encense ne saenhee right 
noght, 303 

But on hij knees they setten hem adoun 
With humble herto and sad dcvocioun. 
And losten bothc hir hedcs m the xdaco 
Hir soules wenten to the king of gra( e 

This Maximus, that saugh this thing 
bityde, 400 

With pitous teres tolde it anon-right, 
That ho hir soules saugh to hcven glydo 
With angels ful of cleemosse and of light. 
And with his word conyerted many a 
wight , 

For whif h Almachius dido him so to-hete 
With whippe of leed, til he his lyf gan 
lete 406 

Cecilc him took and buried him anoon 
By Tiburce and Valerian softely, 
Withinno hir burymg-place, under the 
stoon 

And after this Almachius hastily 410 
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Bad his ministres ferchen openly 
Cecile, so that she mighte in his presence 
Boon sacrifyce, and Jupiter encense 

But they, convertc d at hir wyse lore, 
Wepten tul sore, and vaven tul credence 
Bnto hir woid, and crvden more and 
more, 416 

‘ Crist, goddes sone withouten difference, 
Is verrav god, this is al our sentence. 
That hath so good a servant him to sen e , 
This with o \oy 3 we trowen, thogli we 
ster\e’’ 4-0 

Almarhius, that heide of this doinge, 

Bad fecchen Cecile, that he might hir see, 
And aldcrfir&t, lo ’ this was his axinge, 

‘ What manor womman artow ^ ’ tho quod 
he 424 

‘ I am a gentil womman boin,’ quod she 
‘ I axe tlico,’ quod he, ‘ thogh it thee greve, 
Ot thy rcligioun and ot thy bile\c ’ 

‘ Ye han bigonno your question folih 
Quod she, ‘ tli it wolden two answeres 
conclude 

In 00 demando , vo axed Icwedly ’ 4^0 

Almacho answerde unto that similitude, 
‘Of whennos comth tli'in answeimg so 
rude ? ’ 

‘ Of whennes ?’ quod she, whin that she 
was frejned, 

‘ Of conscience and of good fcith un- 
fevned ’ 434 

Almachius se^de, ‘ ne takestow non hodo 
Ot my pow er ’ and slie answerde him 
this — 

‘ Your might/ quod she, ‘ fill litel is to 
dred( , 

For e\ory mortal mannes power ms 
But lyk a bladdre, ful ol wind, y-wis 439 
For with a nedles poynt, whan it is bio we. 
May al the boost ot it be Icjd ful lowe ’ 

‘Ful wrongfully bigonno thou,’ quod he, 

‘ And yet in wiong is thy i)Cise\craunco , 
Wostow nat how oui mighty princes free 
Han thus comandod and miad ordin- 
aunce, 44 S 

That every Cristen wight shal han pen- 
aunce 


But-if that he his Cristendom withseye. 
And goon al quit, if ho wol it reneye ?’ 

‘ Your princes erren, as your nobley dooth,’ 
Quod tho Cecile, ‘and with a wood 
sentence 4 so 

Ye make us gilty, and it is nat sooth , 

For ye, that knowen wel our innocence, 
For as muche as we doon a reverence 
To Crist, and for we bore a Cristen name, 
Yc putte on ns a cryme, and eek a blame 

But we that knowen thilke name so 456 
For vertnous, we may it nat withseye ’ 
Almache answerde, ‘ chees oon of thise 
two. 

Do sacrifyce, or Cristendom reneye. 

That thou mowe now escapen by that 
wey e ’ 460 

At which the holy blisfnl favre mayde 
Gan for to 1 lughe, and to the jnge seyde, 

‘ O jngo, confus in thy nycetee, 

Woltow that I reneye innocence, 464 
To make me a wikked wight ? ’ quod she , 
‘ Lo ’ ho dis^imnleth here in audience, 

He stareth and woodeth in his advertence 
To whom Aim \chius, ‘ nnsoly wrecche, 
Ne woostow nat how far my might may 
strecche ? 

Han noght our mighty princes to me 
yevon, 470 

Ye, bothe power and auctoritee 
To maken folk to dven or to liven ? 

Why spekostow so proudly than to me ?’ 

‘ I speko noght but stedfastly qnod she, 

‘ Nat proudly, for I soye, as for my syde, 
Wo haten deedly tliilke \y ce of prydo 

And it thou dredo nat a sooth to liere, 
Than wol I shewe al openly^ by right, 

Th xt thou hast inaad atulgict lesinghere 
Thou scyst, thy princes han thee veven 
might 480 

Bothe lor to sleen and for to quiken a 
wight , 

Thou, that ne mayst but only lyf bireve. 
Thou hast non other jiowcr ne no lev e ’ 

But thou mayst soyn, thy princes han 
thee maked 484 

Ministre of deeth , for if thou speke of mo, 
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Thou lyest, for thy power is ful naked ’ 
‘Do wey thy holdnes,’ seyde Almachius 
tho, 

‘ And sacnfyce to our goddes, er thou go , 
I recche nat what wrong that thou me 
profre, 

For I can suffre it as a pliilosophre , 490 

But thilke wronges may I nat endure 
That thou spekest of our goddes here,’ 
quod he 

Cecile answerede, ‘ 0 nyce creature, 

Thou seydest no word sin thou spak to me 
That I ne knew therwith thy nycetee , 495 
And that thou were in every maner 
wyse, 

A lewed officer and a veyn justyse 

Ther lakketh no-thing to thyn utter yen 
That thou nart hhnd, for thmg that wc 
seen alle 499 

That it IS stoon, that men may wel espyen, 
That like stoon a god thou wolt it calle 
I rede thee, lat thyn hand upon it falle. 
And taste it wel, and stoon thou shalt it 
finde, 

Sm that thou seest nat with thyn yen 
bhnde 

It IS a shame that the peple shal 50*) 
So scome thee, and laugh e at thy folye , 
For comunly men woot it wel overal. 
That mighty god is in his hevenes hye. 
And thise images, wel thou mayst espye, 
To thee ne to hem-self mowe nought 
profyte, «5io 

For in eifect they been nat worth a myte ’ 

Thise wordes and swiche othere seyde she, 
And he weex wroth, and bad men sholde 
hir lede 

Horn til hir hous, ‘ and in hir hous,’ quod 
he, 

‘Brenne nir right in a batli of flambes 
rede ’ 51^ 

And as he bad, right so was doon m dede , 
For in a bath they gonne hir faste shetten. 
And night and day greet fyr they under 
betten 


The longe night and eek a day also. 

For al the fyr and eek the bathes hete, 
She sat al cold, and felede no wo, 521 
It made hir nat a drope for to sweto 
But in that bath hir lyf she moste lete , 
For he, Almachius, with tul wikke entente 
To sleen hir in the bath his sonde sente 

Tliree strokes in the nekke he smoot hir 
tho, <>26 

The tormentour but for no manor chaunce 
He mighte noght smyte al hir nekke 
a-two , 

And for ther was that tyme an ordin- 
aunce. 

That no man sholde doon man swich 
penaunce 5^0 

The ferthe strook to smyten, softe or sore, 
This tormentour ne dorsto do na-more 

But half-deed, with hir nekke y-corven 
there. 

He lefte hir lye, and on his wey is went 
The Cristcn folk, which that aboute liir 
were, 5^5 

With shetes han the blood ful faire y-hent 
Three dayes lived she in this torment. 
And never cessed hem the feith to teche , 
That she hadde fostred, hem she gan to 
preche , 

And hem she yaf hir moobles and hir 
thmg, 1540 

And to the pope Urban bitook hem tho, 
And seyde, ‘ I axed this at hevene king, 
To han respyt three dayes and na^mo, 

To recomende to yow, er that I go, 

Thise soules, lo ’ and that I mighte do 
werche 54 s 

Here of myn hous perpetuclly a cherche ’ 

Seint Urban, wuth his deknes, prively 
The body fette, and buried it by nighte 
Among his othere seintes honestly 
Hir hous the chirche of seint Cecilie 
highte , «;so 

Seint Urban halwed it, as he wel mighte , 
In which, mto this day, in noble wyse, 
Men doon to Cnst and to his seint servyse; 


Here is ended the Seconds Nonnes Tale 
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THE CANON’S YEOMAN’S PROLOGUE 


The prologe of the Chanons Yemannes Tale 


Whan ended was the lyf of seint Cecyle, 
Er we had nden fully fyve myle, 555 
At Bogliton under Blee us gan atake 
A man, that clothed was in clothes hlake, 
And undemetho he hadde a wliyi surplys 
His hakeney, that was al pomely grys, 

So swatte, that it wonder was to see , 560 
It semed he had priked myles three 
The hors eek that his yeman rood upon 
So swatte, that unnetho mighte it gon (10) 
Aboute the peytrel stood the foom ful hye. 
He was of fome al tlekked as a pye 565 
A male tweyfold on his croper la'v, 

It semed that he caned lyte array 
Al light for somer rood this worthy man, 
And in myn herto wondren I bigan 
What that ho was, til that I understood 
How that his cloke was sowed to his 
hood , 571 

Eor whif li, when I had longe avysed me, 
I demed him som chanon for to be (20) 
His hat heng at his bak doun by a loas, 
Eor he had nden more than trot or paas , 
He had ay priked lyk as he were wood 
A clote-leef ho hadde under his hood t;77 
Eor swoot, and for to kepe his heed from 
hete 

But it was joye for to seen him swete ’ 
His forheed dropped as a stillatorie, 580 
Were ful of plantain and of paritorie 
And whan that he was come, he gan to 
cryo, 

‘ God save,’ quod he, ‘ this joly companyc ’ 
Easte have I priked,’ quod he, ‘ for youi 
sake, (^i) 

By-cause that I wolde yow atake, 585 

To rydon in this mery companye ’ 

His yeman eek was ful of curteisyo. 

And seyde, ‘ sires, now in the morwe-tyde 
Out of your hosteliye I saugh you ryde, 


And warned heor my lord and my 
soverayn, ^90 

Which tliat to ryden with yow is ful fayn, 
Eor his desport , ho loveth dahaunce ’ 

‘ El eend, for thy warning god ye\e theo 
good chaunce,’ (40) 

Than sejde our host, ‘ for certes, it wolde 
seme 

Thy lord were wys, and so I may wel 
deme , 5c5 

He IS ful jocund also, dar I leye 
Can he oght telle a mery tale or tweye. 
With which he glade mavthis companye ’ ’ 
‘ Who, sire ? my lord ? j e, ye, withouten 
lye, 

Ho can of murthe, and eek of jolitee 600 
Nat but ynough , also sir, trusteth me, 
And ye him knewe as wel as do I, 

Ye wolde wondre how wel and craftily (^o) 
He coude werke, and that in sondry wyse 
He hath take on him many a greet 
empryse, 605 

Which were ful hard for any that is 
here 

To bringe aboute, but they of him it lere 
As homely as ho rit amonges yow, 

If ye him knowe, it wolde be for your 
prow , 609 

Ye wolde nat forgoon his aqueyntaunce 
For mochel good, I dar lej e in balaunce 
Al that I have in my possessioun 
He IS a man of heigh discrecioun, (6t)) 

I warne you wel, he is a passing man ’ 

‘ Wel,’ quod our host, ‘ I pray tliee, tel 

me than, 615 

Is ho a clerk, or noon ? tel what he is ’ 

* Nay, he is gretter than a clerk, y-wis,* 
Seyde this yeman, ‘ and in wordes fewe. 
Host, of his craft som-what I >^0! yow 
shewe. 619 
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I seyo, my lord can swich subtiLtee — 
(But al Ills craft ye may nat wite at me , 
And som-wliat lielpe I yet to his wei king) — 
That al this ground on which we been 
ryding, (70) 

Til that we come to Cauntorburv toun, 

He coude al dene turne it up-so doun, 62^^ 
And p ive it al of sih cr and of gold ’ 

And w han this yeman hadde thus j -told 
Unto our host, he sej de, ‘ hen' cite ' 

This thing 13 wonder m( rveillous to me, 
Sm that thy lord is of so heigh prudence, 
By-cause of which men sholde him re\ cr- 
ence, 631 

That of his worship rekketh he so lyte , 
His ovorsloppe ms nat worth a myte, (80) 
As in effect, to him, so mote I go ' 

It IS al bandy and to-tore also 63 

WTiy IS thy lord so sluttish, I thee preye, 
And IS of power better cloth to beye, 

If that his dcde accorde with thy speche ^ 
Telle me that, and that I thee biseche ’ 

‘ Why?’ quod this yeman, ‘ wherto axe 

ye me ^ 640 

God help me so, for he shal never thee ’ 
(But I wol nat avowe that I seye, 

And therfor kepe it secree, I yow preye) 
He is to wys, m feith, as I bileve , (91) 

That that is overdoon, it wol nat preve 645 
Aright, as clerkes seyn, it is a vyce 
Wherfor in that I holde him lowed and 
nyce 

For whan a man hath over-greet a wit, 
Ful oft him happeth to misusen it , 

So dooth my lord, and that me greveth 
sore 630 

God it amende, I can sey yow na-more ’ 

‘ Ther-of no tors, good yeman,’ quod our 
host , 

‘Sin of the conning of thy lord thou 
wost, (100) 

Tel how he dooth, I pray thee hcrtely. 
Sin that he is so crafty and so sly 633 

Wlier dwellen ye, if it to telle be ? ’ 

‘ In the suburbes of a toun,’ quod ho, 

‘ Lurkmge in hernes and in lanes bhnde, 
Wlier as thise robbours and thiso theves 
by kinde 

Holden hir privce fereful residence, 660 

As they that dar nat she wen hir presence , 
So faren we, if I shal seye the sothe ' 


‘ Now,’ quod our host, ‘ yit lat me talk( 
to the , (no 

Why artow so discoloured of thy face ? ’ 

‘ Peter ’ ’ quod ho, ‘ god yeve it hard( 
grace, 60 1 

I am so used in the fyr to blowo, 

That it hath chaunged my colour, I trowo 
I am nat wont in no mirour to pryo. 

But swinke sore and lerne multiplyo 
We blondren over and pouron in the fyr 
And for al th it w o faylo of our dosyr, 671 
For ever wo lakken our conclusioun 
To mochel folk we doon illusioun, (no 
And borwo gold, be it a pound or two, 
Orton, or twelve, ormany sommos mo, 67' 
And make hem wenen, at the leeste weye 
That of a pound we coude make tweye ’ 
Yet IS it fals, but ay we han good hope 
It for to doon, and after it we grope 
But that science is so fer us biforn, 68( 
We mowon nat, al-t hough we hadde i1 
sworn, 

It overtake, it slit awey so faste , 

It wol us maken beggers atte lasto ’ (130 
WTiyl this yeman was thus in hi' 
t ilking. 

This chanoun drough him neer, and herd( 
al thing 68‘ 

Which this yeman spak, for suspecioun 
Of mennes spccho e\er hadde this cha 
noun 

For Catoun seith, that he that gilty iq 
Demeth al thing be spoke of him, y-wis 
That was the cause he gan so ny him drawe 
To his yeman, to herknen al his sawe 691 
And thus he sevde un-to his yeman tho, 

‘ Hold thou thy pees, and siiek no wordej 
mo, (140 

For if thou do, thou shalt it dere abye , 
Thou sclaundrest me heer in this com 
lianye, 69' 

And eek discovcrest that thou slioldesi 
hyde ’ 

‘ Ye,’ quod our host, ‘ ttllo on, what sc 
bityde , 

Of al his threting rekke nat a myte ’ ’ 

‘ In feith,’ quod he, ‘ namore I do but lyte 
And whan this chanon saugh it woldc 
nat be, 7or 

But his yeman wolde telle his privetoe. 
He fledde awey for ve rray sorwe and shame, 
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‘ A ’ ’ quod tho yeman, ‘ hcer shal aryse 
game, (150) 

A 1 that I can anon now wol I telle 704 
Sm he IS goon, the foulo leend him quelle ’ 
For never hei -after wol I with him mete 
For peny no for pound, I 3^ow bihete ’ 

He that me bioghte first unto that game, 
Er that he dj e, sorwe have he and shamt * 
For it IS ernest to me, by niy feith , 710 

That fele I "wel, what so anj m m seith 


And yet, for al my smerte and al my 
grief. 

For al my sorwe, labour, and meschief, 

I coude never leve it in no wyse (161) 
Now wolde god my wit mighte suffyse 715 
To tellen al that longeth to that art ' 

But natheles yow wol I tellen part , 

Sm that my lord is gon, I wol nat spare , 
Swich thing as that I knowe, I wol de- 
clare ’ — 719 


Here endeth the Prologe of the Chanouns Yemannes Tale 


THE CHANOUNS YEMANNES TALE. 

Here biginneth the Chanouns Yeman his Tale 


[rrtma Pa/s] 

With this chanoun I dwelt have seven 
yeer, 7-0 

And of his seionee am I never the ncei 
Al that I haddc, I have j lost thei-by , 
And god wot, so liath many mo than I ( 1 70) 
Ther I was wont to be right fiesh anel g ly 
Of clothing and of other good ariaj, 7-'i 
Now may I v e re an hose upon myn heed , 
And wher mj colour w is botho fiesh and 
reed. 

Now IS it wan and of i leden hewc , 
Who-so it useth, sore slial he rewe 
And of my swink j et bleied is m\ n ye , 7^0 
Lo ’ which avantago is to multiply t' ’ 
That sly ding science h ithmo maadsobare, 
That I have no good, whei that ever I fare , 
Anel yet I am endetted so ther-by (181) 
Of gold that I have borwed, trewely, 7^5 
That whyl 1 live, I shal it quyte never 
Lat every man be war by me for ever ’ 
"WTiat manor man that casteth him ther-to, 
If he continue, I holdo his thrift y-do 
Sohelpe megod, ther by shalho nat winne, 
But empte his purs, and make his wittes 
thmne (188) 741 

And whan he,thurgh his madnesand folye, 


Hath lost his owene good thurgh jupartyc, 
Thanne he exeyteth other folk ther-to, 

To lese hir good as he him self hath do 745 
For unto shrew os joye it is and ese 
To have hir felawes in jieyne and disese , 
Thus was I ones lerned of a clerk 
Of that no charge, 1 wol speke of our work 

Whan wc been ther as vv e shul exercyse 
Our elvish craft, we semen wonder wyse, 
Our termes been so clergial and so 
queynte (199) 7')-* 

I blowo the fy 1 til that myn herte feynto 

What sholde I tellen cch proporcioun 
Of thingcs whiche that we werche upon. 
As on fyve or sixe ounces, may wel be, 756 
Of silver or som other quantitee, 

And bisie me to telle j ow the names 
Of orpiment, brent boms, yren squames, 
That into j)oudre groundc u been ful smal? 
And in an orthen potte how put is al, 761 
And salt y-put in, and also papeer, (209) 
Biforn thise poudres that I speke of heer, 
And wcl y-eovered with a lampe of glas, 
And mochel other thing which that ther 
was ? 7^’5 

And of the pot and glasses enluting, 

That of the eyre mighte passe out no-thing ? 
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And of the esy fyr and smai t also, 

Which that was maad, and of the care 
and wo 769 

That we hadde in our m-' tires sublyming, 
And in amalgaming and calconing 
Of quik-silver, y-olept Mercurie crude ? 
For alle our sleightes we can nat con- 
clude (220) 

Our orpiment and sublymed Mercurie, 
Our grounden litarge eek on the porphurie, 
Of ech of thise of ounces a certeyn 776 
Nought helpeth us, our labour is in voyn 
Ne eek our spirit es ascencioun, 

Ne our materos that lyen al fixe adoun, 
Mowe in our werking no-thing us avayle 
For lost IS al our labour and travayle, 781 
And al the cost, a twenty dcvel weye. 

Is lost also, which we upon it leye (230) 
Ther is also ful many another thing 
That IS unto our craft apertening , 785 

Though I by oidre hem nat reherce can. 
By cause that I am a lewed man, 

Yet wol I telle hem as they come to mmde. 
Though I ne can nat sette hem in hir 
kinde , 

As bole armoniak, verdegrees, boras, 790 
And sundry vessels maad of erthe and glas. 
Our urinales and oui descensories, 

Violes, croslets, and sublymatories, (240) 
Cucurbites, and alembykes eek. 

And othere swiche, dere y-nough a leek 
Nat nedeth it for to reherce hem alle, 796 
Watres rubifying and boles galle, 

Arsenik, sal armoniak, and bnmstoon , 
And herbes coude I telle eek many oon. 
As egremoine, valerian, and lunane, 800 
And othere swiche, if that me listo tarie 
Our lampesbrenning bothe night and day, 
To bringo aboute our craft, if that we 
may (250) 

Our foumeys eek of calcinacioun, 

And of watres albiflcacioun, 805 

Unslekked lym, chalk, and gleyre of an ey, 
Poudres diverse, asshes, dong, pisse, and 
cley, 

Cered pokets, sal peter, vitriole , 

And divers fyres maad of wode and cole , 
Sal tartre, alkaly, and sal preparat, 810 
And combust materes and coagulat, 

Cley maad with hors or mannes heor, and 
O1I0 


Of tartre, alum, glas, berm, wort, an' 
argoile, (26^ 

Resalgar, and our materes enbibing , 
And eek of our materes encorporing, 81 
And of our silver citnnacioun, 

Our cementing and fermentacioun. 

Our ingottes, testes, and many mo 
I wol yow telle, as was me taught also 
The foure spirites and the bodies sovene 
By ordre, as ofte I herde my lord her 
nevene 82 

The fiiste spirit quik silver called is, (26( 
The second orpiment, the thridde, y-wis 
Sal armoniak, and the ferthe bnmstoon 
The bodies sevene eek, lo ’ hemhoeranoon 
Sol gold is, and Luna silver wo threpe, 82 
Mars yren, Mercurie quik-silver we clep( 
Saturnus leod, and Jupiter is tin. 

And Venus coper, by my fader kin ’ 82 

This cursed craft who-so wol exercyse, 
He shal no good han that him may suffyse 
Foi al the good he spendeth ther-aboute 
He lese shal, ther-of have I no doute (28t 
Who so that listeth outen his folye, 83 
Lat him come forth, and lerne multiplye 
And every man that oght hath in his cofrc 
Lat him appere, and wexo a philosofre 
Ascaunce that craft is so light to leie ? 
Nay, nav, god woot, al be he monk 0 
frere. 

Freest 01 chanoun, or any othei wight, 84 
Though he sitte at his book bothe day an 
night. 

In lernyng of this elvish nyce lore, 

Al is in veyn, and parde, mochel more ’ 
To leme a lowed man this subtiltee, (291 
Fy » spek nat ther-of, for it wol nat be , 84 
Al conne he letterure, or conne he noon, 
As in effect, he shal finde it al oon 
For bothe two, by my savacibun, 
Concluden, in multiplicacioun, 

Y-lyke wel, whan they han al y-do , 85 

This IS to seyn, they faylen bothe two 
Yet forgat I to maken rehersaille 
Of watres corosif and of limaiUe, (30c 
And of bodyes molhficacioun, 

And also of hir induracioun, 85 

Giles, ablucions, and metal fusible, 

To tellen al wolde passen any bible 
That o-wher is , wherfor, as for the beste 
Of alle thise names now wol I me reste 
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For, as I trowe, I have yow told y-nowe 860 
To reyse a feend, al loke he never so rowe 
A ’ nay ’ lat he , the philosophres stoon, 
Elixir dept, we sochen faste echoon , (310) 
For hadde wo him, than were we siker 
y-now 

But, unto god of heven I make avow, 865 
For al our craft, whan we han al y-do. 
And al our sleighte, he wol nat come us to 
He hath y-maad us spend en mochel good, 
For sorwe of which almost we wexen wood, 
But that good hope orepeth in our herte, 
Supposinge evoi, though we sore smorte, 
To be releved by him afterward , 872 

Swich supposing and hope is sharp and 
hard , (320) 

I warne yow wel, it is to seken ever , 

That futur temps hath maad men to dis- 
sever, 875 

In trust ther-of, from al that e\er they 

hadde 

Yet of that art they can nat wexen sadde, 
For unto hem it is a bitter swete , 

So someth it , for nadde they but a shete 
Which that they mighte ^ rappe hem inne 
a-night, 880 

And a bak to walken inne by day light. 
They wolde hem selle and spenden on this 
craft , (329) 

They can nat stinte til no-thing be lalt 
And evermore, wher that ever they goon. 
Men may hem knowe by smel ot brim- 
stoou , 883 

For al the world, they stinken as a goot , 
Her savour is so rammish and so hoot. 
That, though a man from hem a myle be. 
The savour wol infecte him, trusteth me , 
Lo, thus by smelling and threedbare array. 
If that men hste, this folk they knowe may 
And if a man wol aske hem prively, 892 
Why they been clothed so unthriftily, (340) 
They right anon wol rownen in his ere, 
And seyn, that if that they esp3^ed were, 
Men woldo hem slee, by-cause of liir 
science , 896 

Lo, thus this folk bitrayen innocence ’ 
Passe over this , I go my tale un-to, 

Er than the pot be on the fyr y-do, 

Of metals with a certein quantitee, gtx) 
My lord hem tempreth, and no man but 
he— 


Now he IS goon, I dar seyn boldely — 

For, as men seyn, he can don craftily , (350) 
Algate I woot wel he hath swich a name, 
And yet ful ofte he renneth m a blame , 905 
And wite ye how ? ful ofte it happeth so. 
The pot to-breketh, and farewel ’ al is go ’ 
Thise metals been of so greet violence, 
Ourwalles mowe nat make hem lesistence. 
But if they weren wroght of lym and stoon , 
They percen so, and thurgh the wal they 
goon, 91 1 

And somme of hem sinken in-to the 
ground— (359) 

Thus han we lost by tymes many a pound — • 
And somme are scatered al the floor aboute, 
Somme lepe in-to the roof, with-outen 
doute, 915 

Though that the feend noght in our sighte 
him shew e, 

I trowe he with us be, that like shrewe ’ 
In helle wher that he is lord and sire, 

Nis ther more wo, ne more rancour ne ire 
Whan that our pot 13 broke, as I have 
sayd, 920 

Every man chit, and halt him yvel apayd 
Som seyde, it was long on the fyr- 
making, (369) 

Som seyde, nay ’ it was on the blowing , 
(Than was I f ered, for that w as myn office) , 
‘ Straw ’ ’ quod the thridde, ‘ye been lewed 
and nyce, 925 

It was nat tempred as it oghte be ’ 

‘ Nay ’ ’ quod the fertile, ‘ stmt, and herkne 
me , 

By-cause our fyr ne was nat maad of beech, 
Tliat IS the cause, and other noon, so 
theech ’ ’ 

I can nat telle wher-on it was long, 930 
But wel I wot greet stryf is us among 
‘ What ’ ’ quod my lord, ‘ther is na-more 
to done. 

Of thise penis I wol be war eft-sone , (380) 
I am right siker that the pot was erased 
Be as be may, be ye no-tlnng amased , 935 
As usage is, lat swepe the floor as swythe, 
Plukke up y our hertes, and beth gladde 
and blythe ’ 

The mullok on an hepe y-sweped was, 
And on the floor y-cast a canevas. 

And al this mullok in a sive y-throwe, 940 
And sifted, and y-piked many a throwe. 
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‘ Pardee,’ quod oon, ‘ somwhat of our 
metal 

Yet IS tiler heer, though that we han nat al 
Al-tliough this thing mishapped have as 
now, (391) 

Another tyme it may he wcl y-now, 943 
Us moste putte our good m aventure , 

A marchant, parde ’ may nat ay endure 
Trusteth me wel, in his prospentee , 
Sorntyme his good is drenched in the see, 
And somtym comth it sauf un-to the 
londe ’ 930 

* Pees ’ ’ quod my lord, ‘ the next t;yme 
1 wol tonde (398) 

To bringe our craft al in another plyte , 
And but I do, sirs, 1 it mo han the wyte , 
Ther was defaute in som-what, v el I woot ’ 
Another seyde, the fyr was over hoot — 
But, he it hoot or cold, I dar seye this, 936 
That we concluden evermore amis 
We fayle of that which that ve wolden 
have. 

And in our madnesso evermore we ra^o 
And whan we been togidres cveiichoon, 
Every man semeth a Salomon 961 

But al thing which that shyneth as the 
gold (409) 

Nis nat gold, as that I have herd it told , 
Ne every appel that is fair at ye 
Ne IS nat good, what-so men clappe or 
crye 96s 

Right so, lo ’ fareth it amonges us , 

He that semeth the wysest, by J esus ’ 

Is most fool, whan it cometh to the preef , 
And ho that semeth trewost is a thoef , 
Tliat shul V© knowe, er that I fro yow 
wende, 970 

By that I of my tale have maad an ende 
Explicit pi ima para 
Et sequitui pars secunda 
Ther is a chanoun of religioun 
Amonges us, wolde infecte al a toun, (420) 
Though it as greet were as was Ninivee, 
Rome, Alisaundre,Troye, and othere throe 
His sleightes and his infinit falsnesse 976 
Ther coude no man wryten, as I gesse, 
Thogh that he mighte liven a thousand 
yeer 

In al this world of falshede ms his peer , 
For m his termes so he wolde him winde, 


And speke his wordes m so sly akinde, 981 
Whan he commune shal with any wight. 
That he wol make him doten anon right. 
But it a feend be, as him-selven is (431) 
Ful many a man hath he bigyled or this, 
And wol, if that he live may a whyle , 986 
And yet men ryde and goon ful many a 
myle 

Him for to seke and haie his aqueynt- 
aunce, 

Noght knowinge of his false govemaunce 
And if yow list to vove me audience, 990 
I wol it tellen beer in your presence 
But worshipful chanouns religious, 

Ne demoth nat that I sclaundre your hous, 
Al-though my tale of a ch inoun be (441) 
Of eveiy ordre som shrewo is, parde, 995 
And god forhede that al a companyo 
Sholde rewe a singuler mannes folye 
To s( laundre yow is iio-thingmyn entente. 
But to coriecten that is mis I mente 
This tale was nat only told for yow, 1000 
But cok for othere mo , ye woot wel how 
That, among Cristes apostelles twelve, 
Ther nas no traytour but Judas him-selvo 
Than why sholde al the remenant have 
blame (4=;i) 

That gilt lees were ’ by yow I seye the same 
Save only this, if j e wol horkno me, 1006 
If any J udas 111 your covent be, 

Remeveth him bitvmes, I yow lede. 

If shame or los may causen any drede 1009 
And beth no thing disx)lesed, I yow preye. 
But in this cas herkneth what I shal seye 

In London was a preest, an annueleer, 
That therm dwelled hadde many a yeer, 
Which was so plesaunt and so servisable 
Unto the wyf, wher-as he was at table, (462) 
That she wolde sufFre him no-thing for to 
paj^e 1016 

For bord ne clothing, wente he never so 
gayo , 

And spendmg-silver hadde he right y-now 
Therof no fors , I wol procede as now, 1019 
And telle forth my tale of the chanoun, 
That broghte this preest to confusioun 
This false chanoun cam up-on a day 
Unto this preestes chambre, wher he lay, 
Bisechinghim to lene him a certeyn (471) 
Of gold, and he wolde quyte it him ageyn. 
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Lene me a mark,’ quod he, ‘ but dayes 
three, 1026 

Lud at my day I wol it qu'vten thee 
ind if so be that thou me fiiide fals, 
Luothor day do hange me by the hals ’ ^ 
This preest him took a mark, and that 
as swythc, 1030 

ind this chanoun him thanked ofte sythe, 
ind took his leve, and wtnte forth his 
woye, (479) 

Lnd at the thridde d ly bi oghte his moneye, 
ind to the preest he took liis gold agayn, 
Vherof this preest was wonder glad and 
fayn 1033 

‘ Cortes,’ quod ho, ‘no-thing aiioyeth mo 
'o lone a man a noble, or tw o or three, 

)r what thing were in my possossioun, 
Vlian he so trewe is of condicioun, 

"hat in no wyse he breke wol his da> , 1040 
"o swich a man 1 can never scye nay ’ 

‘ What ’ ’ quod tins elianoun, ‘ bhohU T 
be untrewe (489) 

^ay, that were thing y lallcn al of-nc we 
"routhe is a thing that I wol e\er kepe 
In to that day in which that I shal crepe 
ivto my grave, and dies god toibede , 1046 
lileveth this as siker as is your credo 
Tod thanko I, and in good t\ me be it sa^ d, 
"hat ther was rover man -vet yvel apavd 
•"or gold lie silver that he to me lento, loso 
^e never talshode in m>n lierto I monte 
lnd sir,’ quod ho, ‘ now of my privctoo, 
nn ye so goodlich han been un to me, (500) 
lnd kythed to me so greet gontillosse, 1034 
>omwhat to qujte with your kindencsso, 
wol yow shewe, and, it yow list to leie, 
wol yow teche pleynly the manere, 
low I can worken in philosojdiye 
["aketh gooei heed, ye shul wel seen at y^, 
That I wol cl<x>n a maistrie er I go ’ io6e) 
‘ Ye,’ quod the preest, ‘j’^e, sir, anel wol 
ye so ? 

ilarie ’ ther-of I pray yow hertely * ’ (tjoq) 
‘ At your comandoment, sir, trewely,’ 
iuod the chanoun, ‘ and elles god forbede ’ ’ 
Lo, how this theet coudo his servyse 
bede I lobi; 

^ul sooth it IS, that swicli profred servvse 
jtinketh, as witnessen thise olde wj se , 
knd that ful sone I wol it verifye 
Ln this chanoun, rote of al trecherj’^e, 1069 


That ever-more delyt hath and gladnesse — 
Swich feendly thoughtes in his herte im- 
pressc — 

How Cristes peple he may to meschief 
brmge , (519) 

God kepe us from his fals dissimulinge ’ 
Noght wiste this preest with whom that 
he delte, 

Ne of his harm cominge he no-thmg felte 
O sely preest ’ O scly innocent ’ 1076 

With covoityse anon thou shaft be blent ’ 
O gracelees, ful bbnd is thy conceit, 
No-thing ne artow war of the deceit 
Which that this fox y shapen hath to thee ’ 
His wyly wrenches thou ne mayst nat flee 
Wherfor, to go to the conclusioun 1082 
That refereth to thy coniusioun, (530) 
Unhappy man ’ anon I wol mo hye 
To tcllen thyn unwit and thy folye, 1085 
And eek the falsnesse of that other 
w reecho, 

As ferforth as that my conning may 
strecche 

This chanoun was m3 lord, ye wolden 
wene ? 

Sir host, in feith, and by the hevenes 
queue, 

It was another chanoun, and nat he, 1090 
That can an hundred fold more subtiltee ’ 
Ho hath bitrayed folkes many tyme , 

Of his falshedc it dulleth me to ryme (540) 
E\ er whan that I speke of his falshede. 
For shame of him my chekes wexen rede , 
Algates, they bigmnen for to glowe, 1096 
For roednesse havo I noon, right wel I 
knowo. 

In my Msage , for fumes dyverse 
Of metals, which 3 e han herd me reherce, 
Consumed and wasted han my reednesse 
Now tak heed of this chanouns cursed- 
nesse’ iioi 

‘ Sir,’ quod he to the preest, ‘ lat your 
man gon (549) 

For qnik silver, that wo it hadae anon , 
And lat him bringen ounces two or three , 
And whan he oomth, as faste shul ye see 
A wonder thing, which 3 e saugh never er 
this ’ 1 106 

‘ Sir,’ quod the preest, ‘ it shal be doon, 
y-wis,’ 

He bad his servant fecchen him this thing, 



664 


CantevBuv^ 


[t 16577-16656 


And he al redy was at his bidding, 

And wente him forth, and cam anon 
agayn 1 1 10 

With this qnik-silver, soothly for to sayn. 
And took this© ounces three to the cha- 
noun , (S59) 

And he hem leyde fayre and wel adoun. 
And bad the servant coles for to bringe. 
That he anon mighte go to his werkinge 
The coles right anon weren y fet, 1116 
And this chanoun took out a crosselet 
Of his bosom, and shewed it the proest 
‘This instrument,’ quod he, ‘which that 
thou seest, 

Tak in thyn hand, and put thy-selt ther- 
iiine 1120 

Of this quik-silver an ounce, and beer bi- 
ginne. 

In the name of Crist, to wexe a philosofre 
Ther been ful fewe, whiche that I wolde 
profre (570) 

To shewen hem thus muche of my science 
For ye shul seen heer, by experience, 112s 
That this quik-silver wol I mortifye 
Bight m your sighte anon, withouten lye, 
And make it as good silver and as f3ai 
As ther is any in your purs or myn. 

Or elleswher, and make it malliable , 1130 
And elles, holdeth me fals and unable 
Amonges folk for ever to appere ’ (579) 

I have a poudre heer, that cost© me dere, 
Shal make al good, for it is cause of al 
Mv connmg, which that I yow shewen 
shak 1135 

Voydeth your man, and lat him be ther- 
oute, 

And shet the dore, whyls we been aboute 
Our privetee, that no man us espye 
Whyls that we werke in this philosophy© ’ 
Al as he bad, fulfilled was in dede, 1140 
This like servant anon-right out yede, 
And his maister shette the dore anon, 
And to hir labour speedily they gon (590) 
This preest, at this cursed chanouns 
bidding. 

Up-on the fyr anon sette this thing, 1143 
And blew the fyr, and bisied him ful faste , 
And this chanoun in-to the croslet caste 
A poudre, noot I wher-of that it was 
Y-maad, other of chalk, other of glas. 

Or som-what elles, was nat worth a flye 


To blynde with the preest , and bad him 
hye 1 1 SI 

The coles for to couchen al above (S99) 
The croslet , ‘ for, in tokening I thee 

love,’ 

Quod this chanoun, ‘ thyn owene hondes 
two 

Shul werche al thing which that shal heer 
be do ’ I iss 

‘ Graunt mercy,’ quod the preest, and 
was ful glad. 

And couched coles as the chanoun bad 
And whyle he bisy was, this feendly 
wrecche. 

This fals chanoun, the foulo feend him 
fecche ’ 

Out of his bosom took a bechen cole, 1160 
In which ful subtilly was maad an hole. 
And ther-in put was of silver lymaille 
An ounce, and stopped was, with-outon 
fayle, (610) 

The hole with wex, to kope the lymail in 
And understondeth, that this false gin 
Was nat maad ther, but it was maad 
bifore , 1 106 

And othere thinges I shal telle more 
Hcrafterward, which that he with him 
broghte , 

Er he cam ther, him to bigylo he thoghte. 
And so lie dide, er that they wente 
a-twmne , 1170 

Til he had terved him, coude ho not blinne 
It dulleth me whan that I of him speke, 
On his folshede fayn wolde I me wroke. 
It I wiste how , but he is heer and ther 
He is so variaunt, he abit no-wher iiyci 
But taketh hoed now, sirs, for goddes 

love ’ (623) 

He took his cole of which I spak above. 
And in his bond he baar it prively 
And whyls the preest couchede busily 
The coles, as I tolde yow er this, 1 180 

This chanoun seyde, ‘ f reend, ye doon amis , 
This IS nat couched as it oghte be , 

But sone I shal amenden it,’ quod he (630) 
‘ How lat me medl© therwith but a whyle. 
For of yow have I pitee, by seint Gyle ’1185 
Ye been right hoot, I see wel how ye swote, 
Have heer a cloth, and wype awey the 
wete ’ 

And whyles that the preest wyped his face, 
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This chanoun took Ins cole with harde 
grace, 1 189 

And leyde it above, np on the middeward 
Of the croslet, and blew wel afterward, 

Til that the coles gonne taste brenne 
‘ Now yeve us drmke,’ quod the chanoun 
theniie, (640) 

‘As swythe al shal be wel, I undertake , 
Sitte we doun, and lat us mei y make ’ 1 iq'j 
And whan that this chanounes bechen 
cole 

Was brent, al the lymaille, out of the hole. 
Into the croslet til anon adoun , 

And so it moste nedos, by resoun, 

Sin it so even aboven couched was , 1200 
But ther-of wisto the preest no-thing, alas’ 
Ho denied alle the coles y-liche good, 

For of the slcighte ho no-tlimg under 
stood (^650) 

And whan this alkamistre saugli his tyme, 

‘ Kys up,’ quod he, ‘ sir preest, and stondetli 
by me , 1205 

And tor I woot wel ingot have ye noon, 
Goth, walketh toith, and bring us a chalk- 
stoon , 

For I wol make oon of the same shap 
That IS an ingot, if I may han hap 
And bringeth eek with yow a bolle or 
a panne, 1210 

Ful ot watei, and ye shul see wel thanne 
How that our bisinesse shal tliryve and 
prev e 

And yet, lor 5- e shul han no misbile\e (O60) 
No wi ong conceit of me in youi absence, 

T no wol nat been out ot your presence, i2i'> 
But go with yow, and come with yow 
ageyn ’ 

The chambie dore, shortly for to seyn. 
They opened and shette, and wente hir 
weye 

And torth with hem they carieden the 

keyo, 1219 

And come agayn with outen any deln^ 
What sholde I tarien al the longe day ^ 
He took the chalk, and shoop it in the 
wyse 

Ot an ingot, as I shal yow devyse (670) 

I seye, ho took out ot Ins owone sieve 
A teyne of silver (yvelo mote he chovo ’) 
Which that ne was nat but an ounce of 
weighte , 1220 


And taketh heed now ot his cursed 
sleighte ’ 

He shoop his ingot, in lengthe and eek 
in brede. 

Of this teyne, with-outen any drede, 

So slyly, that the preest it nat espyde ,1230 
And in his sieve agayn he gan it hyde , 
And fro the fyr he took up his matere, 
And in th’ingot putte it with mery chere. 
And in the water-vessel he it caste (681) 
Whan that him luste, and bad the preest 
as faste, i2^e; 

‘ Look what ther is, put in thyn hand and 
grope, 

Thow hnde shalt ther silver, as I hope , 
What, devel ot helle ’ sholde it elles be ? 
Shaving of silver silver is, pardee ’ ’ 

He putte his hond in, and took up a teyne 
Of silver fyn, and glad in every veyne 1241 
Was this preest, whan he saugh that it 
wis so 

‘ Goddes blessing, and his modres also, (690) 
And alle halwes have ye, sir chanoun,’ 
Seyde this preest, ‘ and I hir malisoun, 1245 
But, and ye vouche-sauf to techen me 
This noble craft and this subtilitee, 

I wol be youre, in al that ever I may ’ ’ 
Quod the chanoun, ‘ yet wol I make assay 
The second tyme, that ye may taken hede 
And been expert of this, and in your nedo 
Another day assaye in myn absence 1252 
This disciplyno and this crafty science 
Lat take another ounce,’ quod he tho, (701) 
‘Ofquik silver, with-outen wordes mo, 12^5 
And do ther-with as ye han doon er this 
With that other, which that now silver is ’ 
This preest him bisieth in al that he can 
To doon as this chanoun, this cursed man, 
Comanded him, and faste he blew the fyr, 
For to come to th’effect of his desyr 1261 
And this chanoun, right in the mene 
whyle, 

Al redy was, the preest eft to bigyle, (710) 
And, for acountenance,inhishandehebar 
An liolwe stikke (tak keep and be war ’) 
In the ende ot which an ounce, and 
na-more, 1206 

Of silver lymail put was, as bifore 
Was in Ins cole, and stopped with wex 
weel 

For to kepe in his lymail every deel 
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And wliyl this preest was in Ins bismesse, 
Tins clianouii with Ins stikke g-an Inm 
dresse 1271 

To him anon, and his ponder caste in (710) 
As he did er , (the de\ el ont of his skin 
Him terve, I pray to god, for his falshedo , 
For he was ever fals in thoght and dede) , 
And with this stikke, above the croslet, 
That was ordeynod with that false get, 
He stired the coles, til rolento gan 
The wex agayn the fyr, as every man. 

But it a fool be, woot w cl it mot ntde, 12S0 
And al that in the stikko m as out yede. 
And in the croslet hastily it fol (729) 
Now gode sirs, what wol ye bet than 'wel 
Whan that this preest thus was bigyled 
agevn, 1284 

Supposing noght but trouthe, soth to seyn. 
He was so glad, that I can nat expresse 
In no manero his mirthe and his glad- 
nesse , 

And to the chanoun he profred eftsone 
Body and good , ‘je,’ quod the chanoun 
sone, 

‘ Though po\re I be, crafty thou shalt me 
finde , 1 290 

I wame thee, yet is ther more bihinde 
Is ther anv coper her-inne ? ’ seyde he 
‘Ye,’ quod the preest, ‘sir, I trowe wel 
ther be ’ (740) 

‘ Elies go bye us som, and that as swythe, 
Now, gode sir, go forth thy wey and 
hy the ’ 

He wente his wey, and with the coper 
cam, 1296 

And this chanoun it in his handes nam. 
And of that coper weyed out but an ounce 
Al to simple is my tonge to pronounce, 

As ministre of my wit, the doublenesse 
Of this chanoun, rote of al cursednesse 1301 
He semed freendly to hem that knewe 
him noght. 

But he was feendly bothe m herte and 
thoght (750) 

It werieth me to telle of his falsnesse. 
And natheloes jet wol I it expresse, 1301; 
Toth entente that men may be war therby, 
And for noon other cause, trewely 

He putte his ounce of coper in the 
croslef. 

And on the fyr as swythe he hath it set, 


And caste in poudre, and made the preest 
to 1)1 owe, 1310 

And m his working for to stoupo lowe, 

\s ho dido er, and al iias but a jaiie , 
Right as him liste, the preest ho made 
his ape , (760) 

And afteiv ard m th ingot ho it caste. 
And m the i)aniie putte it at the lasto 1313 
Of water, and in he putte his owene bond 
And in his sieve (^as 30 bifom-hond 
Hcrdc mo telle) ho htiddo a silv er tcyno 
He slyly took it out, this cursed heyne — 
Uiiwitmg this iircest of his false craft — 
And m the pannes botmo ho hath it latt , 
And in tho water rombled to and fro. 
And wonder prively took uj) also (770) 

The coper teyne, noglit knowing this 
preest. 

And hidde it and him hente bj the breest. 
And to him spak, and thus seyde in his 
game, 1326 

‘ Stoupeth adoun, bv god, \e b( to blame, 
Helpeth me now, as 1 dide \ow whyl er, 
Putte in your hand, and loketh what is 
ther ’ 1329 

This preest took up this silver tej no anon. 
And thanno seyde tho chanoun, ‘ lat us 
gon 

With thise three tcynts, whuh that wo 
ban wroght 

To som goldsmith, and wito if they been 
oght (7Su) 

For, b> my feith, I nolde, for mvn hood, 
But-if that they weie silver, fyn and 
good, 1 3 35 

And that as swvthe preved shal it be ’ 

Un to the goldsmith with thise teynes 
three 

They wente, and putte thise teynes 111 assay 
Tof^r and hamei , mightc no inansej nay, 
But that they weren as hem oglite be 
This sottul piiCbt, who w IS gladder 
than he ^ 1 34 1 

Was no\er hrid gladder agayn the da> , 
Nc nightingale, in tin sesoun of May, (790) 
Nas never noon that luste bet to singe , 
Ne lady lustier in carolinge 1345 

Oi tor to speke of love and wommanhede, 
No knight in armes to doonan hardy dede 
To stonde in grace of his lady dero, 

Than had this preest this sory craft to lere, 
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And to the chanonn thus he spak and 
seyde, nso 

‘ For love of god, tliat for us alle deyde, 
And as I may desei ve it un-to yow, 

What shal this rcccit eoste ’ teUeth now ’ ’ 
‘ By our ladj , quod this chanoun, ‘ it is 
deie, (801) 

I warno yow wcl , foi , save I and a frero, 
In Lngt loud ther < an no man it make ’ 

‘ No fors,’ quod he, ‘ now, sir, lor goddes 
sikc, 

What shal I paye^ tcllcth me I pityc ’ 

‘ Y-wis,’ quod he, ‘ it is lul dere, I seyc , 
Sir, at o word, if lli it tliee list it ha\e, 
Ye shul paye lourty pound, so god me 
save' m6i 

And, nere the frc< ndsliip that ye dide er 
this 

To me, '^e sholdc pi\e moK, ^ wis ’ (Sio) 
This i)recst the sommo ol fairly i)ound 
anon 

Of nobles fette, and took hem cveriehon 
To this chanoun, tor this like reccit , i:^06 
A 1 his weiking nas but Iraudeand dee c it 
‘Sirpreest,’hc se;yde, ‘I kepchan no loos 
Of my Cl alt, foi I w (<ldc it kept were cloos , 
And as ye lo\e me, kepeth it secree , M70 
For, and men knevt al my subtihtee, 

By god, they v olden han so gieet envye 
To me. In ( luse of my idiilosophje , (S>o) 
I sholdc be deed, ther were non e)thcr 
nc'^e ’ 

‘God it loihede ’’ quod the preest, 
‘ what ^L 1 3,7^ 

Yet haddo I Ic ^ e 1 spende n al the ge)od 
Which th it 1 ha\ e (anel clle s wexe I wooel ’) 
Than that 5 e sholden falle in swicli mes- 
cheef ’ 

‘Feu \e)ur good wil, sir, h ivo \e light 
good preef,’ 

Quoel the chanoun, ‘ and far wel, grant 
merely ’ ’ iS*'o 

Ho wente his ncy anel never the preest 
him sy 

After that elaj , and n han tliat this preest 
feholdo (8-2e)) 

Maken assa'y , at swich tyme as he wokle, 
Of this reccit, far wel ’ it nedde nat be ' 
Lo, thus byjapod and bigyled was he ' i ^8*5 
Thus maketh ho his introduccioun 
To bringe folk to hir destruccioun — 


Considereth, sirs, how that, in ech 
estaat, 

Bitwixe men and gold ther is debaat 
So ferforth, that unnethes is ther noon 
This multiplying blent so many oon, 1391 
That in good feith I trowe that it be 
The cause grottest of swich se arsetee (840) 
Philosophres speken so mistily 
In this craft, that men can nat come 
therby, 

For any wit that men han now a-da> cs 
They mowe wel chiteren, as doon thise 
jayes. 

And in her termessette hir lust ami peyne, 
But to hir purpos shul they never atteyno 
A man may lightly lerne, if he have aught, 
To multiplye, and bringo his good to 
naught ' (848^ 1401 

Lo ' swich a lucre is in this lusty game, 
\ mannes mirthe it wol toi ne un-to grame, 
Anel empten also grete and hevy purses, 
And maken folk lor to purchasen curses 
Of hem, that han hir good therto y-lent 
O ’ fy ' for shame ’ they that han been 
blent, 1407 

Allas ’ can they nat flee the fyres heto ’ 
Ye that it use, I rede ye it lete, 

Lcbt ye lese al , for bet than ne\er is 

late 1410 

No\er to thryve were to long a date 
Though ye predie ay, ye shul it neyer 

findo , (Stiq) 

\ c been as holdo as is Bayard the bhnde, 
Tint blundrcth forth, and iieril casteth 
noon , 

Ho IS as bold to renno agayn a stoon 1415 
As for to goon bosydos in the weje 
So faren yo that multiplye, I sey 0 
I If that your yen can nat seen aright, 
Loke that youi mindo lakke nought his 
sight (860) 

For, though yo loke neyer so brode, and 
stare, 1420 

Ye shul nat winnea mjrteonthat chaftare, 
I But wabten al th at y 0 may rape and renne 
Withdrawo the fy r, lest it to faste brenne , 
Medleth na-more with that art, I meno. 
For, if ye doon, jour thrift is goon ful 
dene 1425 

And light as swytho I wol yow tellen here, 
What philosophres seyn in this matere. 
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Lo, thus seith Arnold of the Newe Toun, 
As his Rosane maketh mencioun , 

He seith right thus, 'w^th-outen any lye, 

‘ Ther may no man Mercune mortitye, 14^1 
But it be with his brother knowleching 
How that he, which that first seydo this 
thing, (880) 

Of philosophres fader was, Hermes , 

He seith, how that the dragoun, doutelees, 
Ne deyeth nat, but-if that ho be slayn 1436 
With his brother , and that is for to sayn, 
By the dragoun, Mercune and noon other 
He understood , and brimstoon bv his 
brother. 

That out of sol and luna were y-drawe 
And therfor,’ seyde he, ‘ tak heed to my 
sawe, 1441 

Let no man bisy him this art for to secho, 
But-if that he th entencioun and speche 
Of philosophres understonde can , (891) 

And if he do, he is a lewed man 1445 

For this science and this conning,’ quod he, 

‘ Is of the secree of secrees, parde ’ 

Also ther was a disciple of Plato, 

That on a tyme seyde his maister to. 

As his book Senior wol here witnesse, 14^0 
And this was his demande in soothfast- 
nesse 

Tel me the name of the privy stoon ’ ’ 
And Plato answerdo unto him anoon, 
*Tak the stoon that Titanos men name ’ 

‘ Wluch IS that ?’ quod he ‘ Magnesia 
IS the same,’ (902) 145^^ | 


Seyde Plato ‘ Ye, sir, and is it thus ? 

This is ignotuinper tgnotttis 

What IS Magnesia, good sir, I yowpreye?’ 

‘ It IS a water that is maad, I seye, 

Of elementes foure,^ quod Plato 1460 

‘ Tel me the rote, good sir,’ quod he tho, 

‘ Of that water, if that it be your wille ? ’ 
‘Nay, nay,’ quod Plato, ‘certein, that 
I mile (910) 

The philosophres sworn were everichoon. 
That the^ sholden discovero it un-to 
noon, 1465 

Ne in no book it wryte in no manere , 

For un to Crist it is so leef and dere 
That he wol nat that it discovered be. 
But wher it l^keth to his deitee 
Man for t’ensi^yre and eek for to defende 
Whom that him lyketh , lo, this is the 
ende ’ 1471 

Thanno conclude I thus , sitli god o'*’ 
he\ ene 

Ne wol nat that tho philosophres nevene 
How that a man sh il tome un-to this 
stoon, (921) 

I rede, as for tho beste, lete it goon 1475 
For wlio-so maketh god his adversarie, 

As for to werken any thing in contrarie 
Of his wil, ceites, never shal ho thryve, 
Thogh that he multiplye termo of his 
ly\e 

And ther a poynt , for ended is my tale , 
God sendo every trewe man bote of his 
bale ’ — Amen (928) 148* 


Here is ended the Chanouns Yemannes Tale 
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THE MANCIPLE’S PROLOGUE. 

Here folweth the Prologe of the Maunciples Tale 


WiTE ye nat whcr ther stant a litel toim 
Which that y-cleped is Bob up and-domi, 
Under the Blee, in Caimterbury weye ’ 
Ther gan our hosto for to jape and pleye, 
And sejde, ‘sirs, what’ Dun is in the 
niyre ’ 5 

Is ther no man, for prcycre no for liyrc, 
That wol awake our fclawe heer bihindo^ 
A theef mighte him ful lightly robbe and 
binde 

See how he nappeth ’ see, for cokkes bones, 
As he wol lullo from Ins hois at ones 10 
Is that a cook of Loudoun, with mes- 
chaunce ? 

Do him come forth, he knoweth his pen- 
aunce, 

For he shal telle a tale, b-y iny fev ’ 

A 1 though it be nat worth a hotel hey 
Awake, thou cook,’ quod lie, ‘god >c\o 
thee sorwe, i«> 

What eyleth thee to shpo by the moiwo ^ 
Hastow had lletn il night, 01 artow 
dronke. 

Or hastow with som queue al iiiglit j- 
swonke, 

So that thou majst nat hohUii up thjn 
heed ? ’ 

This cook, that was ful pale and no- 
thing reed, jo 

Seyde to our host, ‘ so god m j soule blesse. 
As ther is falle on me swich hcvinesse, 
Noot I nat why, that me were lever slope 
Than the beste galoun w>n 111 Chepe ’ 

‘ Wei,’ quod the maunciple, ‘ if it may, 
doon ese 25 

To thee, sir cook, and to no wight displeso 
Which that heerrydeth in this companyo, 
And that our host wol, of his curtoisyo, 

I wol as now excuse thee of thy tale , 

For m good feith, thy visage is ful pale, 


Thyn ygn das wen eek, as that me 
thmketh, 31 

And wel I woot, thy breeth ful soure 
stinketh. 

That sheweth wel thou art not wcl dis- 
posed , 

Of me, cortein, thou shalt nat been 
y glosed 

So how he ganeth, lo, this dronken wight, 
As though he wolde us swolwe anon-nght 
Hold cloos thy mouth, man, by thy fader 
kin ’ 37 

The devel of helle sette his foot ther-in ’ 
Thy cursed breeth infecte wol us alle , 

Fy, stinking swyn, fy’ foule moot thee 
falle ’ 40 

A ' taketh heed, sirs, of this lusty man 
Now, swete sir, wol ye j listen atte fan ? 
Thcr-to me thinkcth ye been wel y-shape ^ 
I trowo that 3 e dronken han w jn ape, 
j And that is whan men ploycn with a 
straw ’ 4fj 

I And witli this speche the cook wex wrootli 
j and wraw, 

j And on the maunciple he gan nodde fasto 
For lakko of speche, and doun the hors 
liim caste, 

Wher as he lay, til that men up him took , 
This was a fayr chivachee of a cook ' 50 

Allas ’ ho nadde holde him by Ins ladel ’ 
And, er that he agayn were in liis sadel, 
Ther was greet show v mg bothe to and fro, 
To hfte him up, and muchel care and wo, 
So unweldy was this sory palled gost 55 
And to the maunciple thanne spak our 
host, 

‘ By cause dunk liatli dominacioun 
Upon this man, by my savacioun 
I trowe he lewedly wolde telle his tale 
For, were it wjm, or old or moysty ale, 60 
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Tliat he hath dronke, he speketh in hi& 
nose, 

And ineseth fasto, 1 id eek he hath the 
pose 

He hath also to do more than y nough 
To kepe him and his capol out of slough , 
And, if he falle from his capel eft-sone, 6s 
Tlian shul we aUe have j -nough to done, 
In lifting up his hevy dronken cors 
Telle on thy tale, of him make I no fois 
But yet, maunciple, m feith thou art to 
nyce, 

Thus openly lejire^e him of his \’y<-e 70 

Another day he wol, peraventure, 
Keclayme thee, and bringe thee to lure , 

I mene, he speke wol of smale thinges, 

As for to pinchen at thy rekeningcs, 

That wer not honeste, if it cam to preef 
‘ No,’ quod the maunciplc, ‘ that wert 
a greet mescheef ' 76 

So mighte he lightly bringe me in the 
snare 

et hadde I le'v er payen for the mare 
Winch he rit on, than he sholde with me 
stry\e , 70 

I wol nat wratthe him, al-so mote I thryve ’ 
Th xt that I sp ik, I scyJo it in my bourde , 
And wife ve what ^ I have heer, in 
a gourde. 


A draught of wyn, vt , of a rjqie grape, 
And right anon j e shul seen a good jape 
Tins cook shal drinke ther-of, if I may , 8=; 
Up peyne of deeth, he wolnat seye me nay ’ ’ 
And certeinly, to telleii as it was. 

Of this \ essel the cook drank faste, alias ’ 
What neded him ^ he drank y nough 
I biforn 

j And whin ho h iddo pouped in this horn. 
To the maunciple he took the gourde 
agavn t)i 

And of that diinke the cook wis wonder 
f lyn, 

And thanked hini in swich wysc is ho 
coude 

Than gan our host to laugheu wonder 
louch , 

And se>dt, ‘ I see wd, it is neccss irie, (>5 
Wher that wt goon, good dunk wc with 
' us c 11 le 

For that wol turne lancour and disese 
T acord and lo\ e, and manv a wrong apese 
O thou Bachus, > -blessed be th> name, 

I That so c inst tuniv n erne st 111-to game ’ 

I Woiship uid thank be to thv dc itce ' loi 
I Of that matere v e gi to na moie of me 
' Tel on thy tih, miuiit ipk I tlico preje ’ 
‘"Wcl, sir,’ quod he ‘now horkneth 
I whit I scyc ’ 


Thus endeth the Prologe of the Manciple 


THE MAUNCIPLES TALE 

Here biginneth the Maunciples Tale of the Crowe 


Whan Phebus dwelled here in this erthe 
adoun, 105 

As olde bokes makon mencioun. 

He was the moste lusty bachiler 
In al this world, and eek the beste archer , 
He slow Phitoun, the serpent, as he lay 
Slepmge agayn the sonne upon a day, no 


And many another nolilo worthy dede 
He with his bowe wroghto, as men may 
rede 

Pleyen he coude on every minstralcye, 
And singen, that it was a melodye, (10) 
To heren of his clero vois the soun 115 
Certes the king of Thebes, Amphioun, 
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hat with his singing walled that citeo, 
Glide ne\er singen hall so wel as he 
herto he was the semolicste man 110 
hat IS or was, sith that the world bigan 
Vliat nedcth it his fetiircs to discry\c ? 
or in this woild was noon so lair on lyve 
[e was thci-with fiilhld ol gentillessL, 

'1 honour, and of iiailit worthinesse (20) 
ThisPhebus, that w as flour ol bachelrye, 
s wel in Ircdom as in chivalrye, 126 
or his despoil, in signc cek ol victorie 
'1 Phitoun, so as tellctli us the stone, 

V^as wont to beien in his hand a bowe 
Nowh id this Phe bus in his housaci owe, 
Vhich in a cage he lostied many a d ly, 
nd taughte it sp( ke n as men tcf he a ja> 
Vhjt w IS this Clowe, as is a snow-wh\t 
swan, (20) 

nd couiilK fete the spe ( ho of e v( ry ni in 
Le coude, whan he sholdc telle a t ilo 
hei-with in al this woilel no nightingale 
Tc coude, bj an IioihIk tl thous uiel elecl, 
ingen so wondei inciili and wetl 
Now had tlii', Pin bus in his lions a wif, 
niioh that he loiedc more than Ins 1>1, 
nd night and di\ didc c\ei his eliligencc 
In lor to plese, and dooii liii re\cicnce, 
ave oiilj, it the sothc tliat I shal saj-n, 
alous lie wais, and wokle ha\e kept hii 
laj n , (40; 

'or him were l(K)th b\ jaix d for to be 14^ 
nel so IS e\ ci j i ight in sw k h <1( gi ee , 
ut al in "vdel, loi it a\ iilleth noglit 
good wjl, thit IS elene ol weik anel 
thoght, 

holde nat been ]vC})t 111 noon aw ut, 
ecit vyn , 

nd trewely, the libour is in vavn 150 
o kepe a shrew t , ioi it wol nat ho 
his holdo I loi a \ 01 lay nj eetee, 
o spillo labour, tor to kepe wyves , 
hns writen olde cleikes in hir lyves (^>0) 
But now to puipos, as I hist bigan it;s 
'Ills worthy Phebus dooth all that he can 
'o plesen hir, weningo by swieh plesauneo, 
ndfoi Ills manhedeaiul his governaunce, 
hat no man sholde haii put him liom 
hir grace 

lilt god it woot, ther may no man embrace 
ls to destieyne a thing, w Inch that nature 
lath naturelly set m a creature 162 


Tak any bnd, and put it in a cage, 

And do al thyn entente and thy corage (60) 
To fostre it tendrely with mete and 
driuke, 165 

Of alle deyntees that thou canst bithmke, 
And keep it al-so elcnly as thoii may , 
Al-though his cage of gold be never so gay. 
Yet hath this bnd, by twenty thousand 
fold, 

Lever in a forest, that is rude and cold, 170 
Gron etc wot ines and swieh wri c < he dnessc 
For ever this bnd wol doon his bi sin esse 
To escape out ol liis cage, if he m ly , 

His libcrteo this bnd desireth ay (70) 
L it take a cat, and fostre him wel with 
milk, 175 

And tendre flesh, and make his couehe 
of silk. 

And 111 him seen a mous go by tlie wal , 
Anon ho weyveth milk, and flesh, and al, 
And every deyntee that is in that hous, 
bwieh appttyt li itli he to etc a mous iVi 
Lo here hath lust his domin icioun, 

And appet;>t flemeth discrteioun 

A sho-wolf hath also a \ileins kinde , 
The lewedeste wolf that she ma> finde, (Sol 
Ol leest of reputacion wol she t ike, 1^5 
In tvnie whan hir Inst to ban a make 
Alle thise ensamplcs speke I by thise 
me 11 

That been untrew e, and no-thing b> worn- 
men 

For iiu n bin ever a likerous appetyt 
On lower thing to parfouinc hir deljd 190 
Thin onlm wyves, he they ne\er so laire^, 
Ne never so trewe, ne so elebonaire 
Flesh is so newefangel, with rneschaunce, 
That wo ne conno in no-thing ban ple- 
saunce (90) 

That sounoth in-to vertu am whyle 
Tins Phehus, which that Ihoghtc upon 
no gyle, 

Decoy vod was, for al his jolitee , 

For under him anothei hidde she, 

A man ol litel reputacioun, 199 

Noght worth to I’hebus in eomparisouii 
The more harm is , it happeth ofte so, 

01 which ther comoth much el liarm and 
wo 

And so hifel, whan Phehiis was absent, 
HiS wy f anon hath lor hir lemman sent , 
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Hir lemman ? certes, this is a knavish Ne were thow wont so merily to singe 245 


speche ’ (101) 205 

Foryeveth it me, and that I yow biseche 
Tlie wvse Plato seith, as j e may rede, 
Tlie word mot nede accorde with the 
dede 

If men shal telle proprely a thing. 

The word mot cosin be to the werking 210 
I am a boistoiis man, right thus seye I, 
Ther ms no difference, trewely, 

Bitwixe a wyf that is of heigh degree. 

If of hir body dishonest she be, (no) 

And a povre wenche, other than this — 

If it so be, they werke bothe amis — 216 

But that the gentile, in estaat above. 

She shal be cleped his lady, as m love , 
And tor that other is a povre womman. 
She shal be cleped his wenche, or his 
lemman 220 

And, god it woot, myn owene dere brother. 
Men levn that oon as lowe as lyth that 
other 

Right so bitwixe a titlelees tiraunt 
And an outlawe, or a theof erraunt, (120) 
The same I seye, ther is no difference 225 
To Alisaundre told was this sentence , 
That, for the tyrant is of gretter might, 
By force of meynee for to sleen doun-right. 
And brennen hous and hoom, and make 
al plain, 

Lo ’ therfor is he cleped a capitam , 230 

And, for the outlawe hath but smal mej^- 
nee. 

And may nat doon so greet an harm as he, 
Ke bringe a contree to so greet mescheef. 
Men clepen him an outlawe or a theef 
But, for I am a man noght textuel, 235 
I wol noght telle of textes never a del , 

I wol go to my tale, as I bigan (133) 

Whan Phebus wyf had sent for hir lem- 
man. 

Anon they wroghten al hir lust volage 
The whyte crowe, that heng ay in the 
cage, 240 

Biheld hir werk, and seyde never a word 
And whan that hoom was come Phebus, 
the lord. 

This crowe sang ‘ cokkow ’ cokkow * 
cokkow ’ ’ 

‘ What, brid ’ quod Phebus, ‘ what 
song singestow ? (140) 


That to myn herte it was a rejoisinge 
To here thy vois? alias ’ what song is this?^ 
‘ By god,’ quod he, ‘ I singe nat anus , 
Phebus,’ quod he, ‘ for al thy worthinesse, 
For al thy beautee and thy gentilesse, 2=^0 
For al thy song and al thy minstralcye, 
For al thy waiting, blered is thyn yfe 
With oon of litel reputacioun, (My) 

Noght worth to thee, as in compansoun, 
The mountance of a gnat , so mote I thry vc ’ 
For on thy bed thy wyf I saugh him swyve ’ 
What wol ye more ^ the crowe anon 
him tolde, 2';7 

By sadde tokenes and by wordes bolde, 
How that his wy f had doon hir lecherye, 
Him to gret shame and to grot vileinye , 
And tolde him oftt, he saugh it with his 
yen 261 

This Phebus gan aweyward for to wryen. 
Him thoughte liis sorweful herte brast 
a-two , 

His bowe he bente, and sette ther-inne 
a flo, (160) 

And in his ire his vyf thanno hath he 
slayn 265 

This IS th’effoct, ther is na-more to sayn , 
For sorwo of which ho brak his min- 
stralcyi, 

Bothe harp» , and lute and gitoriie, and 
sautry c , 

And eek he brak his arwes and his 
bowe 

And after that, thus spak lie to the crowe 
‘ Traitour,’ quod he, ‘ with tonge ot 
scorpioun, 271 

Thou hast me broght to m\ confusioun ' 
Allas ’ that 1 was wroght ’ why nere I 
deed ? 

O dere wyf, 0 gemme of lustiheed, (170) 
That were to me so sad and eek so trewo, 
Now lystow deed, with face pale of he we, 
Ful giltelees, that dorste I swere, y-wis ’ 

O rakel hand, to doon so foulo amis ' 

O trouble wit, O ire recchelees. 

That unavysed smytest giltelees ^ 280 

O wantrust, ful of fals suspecioun, 

Where was thy wit and thy discrecioun ? 
O every man, be- war of rakelnesse, 

Ne trowe no-thing with-outen strong wih 
nesse , (180) 
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Smyt nat to sone, er that ye witen why, 
And beeth avysed wel and sobrely 286 
Er ye doon any execucioun, 

Up-on your ire, for suspecioun 
Allas ' a thousand folk hath rakel ire 289 
Eullyfordoon, andbroghthem in the mire 
Allas ’ for sorwe I wol my-selven slee ' ’ 
And to the crowe, ‘O false theef’’ 
se^^dohe, (188) 

‘ I wol thee quyte anon thy false tale * 
Thou songe whylom lyk a nightingale , 
Now shaltow, false theef, thy song forgon, 
And eek thy whyte fetheres everichon, 
Ne never in al thy lyi ne shaltou speke 
Thus shal men on a traitour been awreke , 
Thou and thyn of-sprmg ever shul be blake, 
Ne never swete noise shul ye make, 300 
But ever crye agayn tempest and rayn, 

In tokeninge that thurgh thee my wyf is 
slayn ’ 

And to the crowe he stirte, and that anon, 
And pulled his wliyte fetheres everichon. 
And made him blak, and refte him al his 
song, (201) 305 

And eek his speche, and out at dore him 
slong 

Un-to the devel, which I him bitake 
And for this caas ben alle crowes blake — 
Lordings, by this onsample I yow preye, 
Beth war, and taketh kepe what I seye 
Ne telleth never no man in your lyt 311 
How that another man hathdight his wy 1 , 
He wol yow haten mortally, certeyn 
Daun Salomon, as wyse clerkes seyn, (210) 
Techeth a man to kepe his tonge wel , 315 
But as I seydo, I am noght textuel 
But nathelees, thus taughte me my dame 
‘ Mv sone, thenk on the crowe, a goddes 
name , 

My sone, keep wel thy tonge and keep 
thy freend 

A wiltked tonge is worse than a feend 320 
My sone, from a feend men may hem 
blesse , 

My sone, god of his endelees goodnesse 
Walled a tonge with teeth and lippes eke, 
For man sholde him avyse what ho speke 
My sone, ful ofte, for to muche speche. 


Hath many a man ben spilt, as clerkes 
teche , (222) 326 

But for a litel speche avysely 
Is no men shent, to speke generally 
My sone, thy tonge sholdestow restreyne 
At alle tyme, but whan thou doost thy 
peyne 330 

To speke of god, in honour and preyere 
The iirste vertu, sone, if thou wolt lere, 

Is to restreyne and kepe wel thy tonge — 
Thus lerne children whan that they ben 
yonge — (230) 334 

My sone, of muchel speking yvel-avysed, 
Ther lasse spelang hadde y-nough suifysed, 
Comth muchel harm, thus was me told 
and taught 

In muchel sxieche smne wanteth naught 
Wostow wher-of a rakel tonge servetn? 
Right as a swerd forcutteth and forkei-veth 
An arm a-two, my dcre sone, right so 341 
A tonge cutteth frendship al a-two 
A jangler is to god abhominable , (239) 

Reed Salomon, so wys and honurable , 
Reed David in hispsalmes, reed Senekke 
My sone, spek nat, but with thyn heed 
thou bekke 346 

Dissimule as thou were deef, if that thou 

here 

A jangler speke of perilous matere 
The Fleming seith, and lerne it, if thee 
leste, 349 

That litel jangling causeth muchel reste 
My sone, if thou no wikked word hast seyd, 
Thee thar nat drede for to be biwrey d , 
But he that hath misseyd, I dar wel sayn, 
He may by no wey clepe his word agayn 
Thing that is seyd, is se^ d , and forth it 
gooth, (2^1) 3«J5 

Though him repente, or be him leef or 
looth 

He IS his thral to whom that he hath sayd 
A tale, of which he is now y\ el apaj d 
My sone, be war, and be non auctour newe 
Of tydinges, whether they ben fklse or 
trewo 36a 

Wher-so thou come, amonges hye or lowe, 
Kepe wel tlij tonge, and thenk up-on tho 
crowe ’ 


Here is ended the Maunciples Tale of the Crowe 
Z 
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GEOUP I 

THE PARSON’S PROLOGUE 

Here folweth the Prologe of the Persones Tale 


By that the maunciple hadde his tale al 
ended, 

The sonne fro the south lyne was de- 
scended 

So lowe, that he nas nat, to my sighte, 
Degrees nyne and twenty as in highte 4 
Ponre of the clokko it w as tho, as I gesse 
Por eleven foot, or litel more or lesse, 

My shadwe was at thilke tyme, as there, 
Of swich feet as my lengthe parted i\ere 
In SIX feet equal of proporcioun. 
Ther-with the mones exaltacioiin, 10 
I mene Libra, alwey gan ascende, 

As we were entiinge at a thropes ende , 
For which our host, as he was wont to gye, 
As in this caas, our joly companye, 

Seyde in this wy se, ‘ lordmgs everichoon, 
Now lakketh us no tales mo than oon 16 
Pulfild IS my sentence and my dcciee , 

I trowe that we han herd of eoh degree. 
Almost fulfild is al myn ordinaunce , 

I prey to god, so yeve him right good 
chaunce, 20 

That telloth this talc to us lustily 
Sirpreest,’ quod he, ‘ artow a vif ary? 

Or art a person sey sooth, by thy fey ’ 
Be what thou be, ne breke thou nat our 
Pley, 

For every man, save thou, hath told his 
tale, 2$ 

TJnbokel, andsheweus what is in thy male , 
For trewely, me thinketh, by thy chere, 
Thou sholdest knitte up wcl a greet matere 
Tel us a tale anon, for cokkes bones ' ’ 
This Persone him answerde, al at ones, 
‘ Thou getest fable noon y-told for me , 31 
Por Paul, that wryteth unto Timothee, 
Bepreveth hem that weyven soothfast- 
11 esse, 

And tellen fables and swich wrecched- 
nesse 34 

Why sholde I sowen draf out of my fest. 
Whan I may sowen whete, if that me lest ? 


I Por which I seye, if that yow list to hero 
Morolitee and vertuous matere, 

I And thanne that ye wol yeve mo audience, 

1 I wol fill fayn, at Cristes reverence, 40 
Do yow plesaunce leefful, as I can 
But trusteth wel, I am a Southren man, 

I can nat geste — rum, ram, ruf — ^by lettixj, 
Ne, god wot, rym holde I but litel bettre , 
And therfor, if yow list, I wol nat glose 
I wol yow telle a mery tale m prose 46 
To knitte up al this feeste, and make an 
ende 

And Jesu, for his grace, wit mo sends 
To shewe yow the wey, in this viage. 

Of thilke parfit glorious i)ilgrimage so 

That highte J erusalem celestial 
And, if ye vouche-siuf, anon I shal 
Biginne upon my tale, for whiche I pi eye 
Telle your avys, I can no bettie scye 
But nathelecs, this meditacioun 55 

T putte it ay under correccioun 
Of clerkes, for I am nat textucl , 

I take but the sentens, trusteth wel. 
Therfor I make protestacioun 
That I wol stonde to correccioun ’ (y^y 
Up-on this word we han assented sone. 
For, as us semed, it was for to done, 

To enden in som vertuous sentence, 

And for to ye\ e him space and audience , 
And bede our host he sholde to him 
seye, 65 

That alio we to telle his tale him preye 
Our host hadde the wordes for us aUe — 
‘ Sir preest,’ quod he, ‘ now fayre yow 
bifalle ’ 

Sey what yow list, and we wol gladly 
here ’ — 

And with that word he scyde in this 
manere — 70 

‘ Telleth,’ quod he, ‘ your meditacioun 
But hasteth yow, the sonne wol adoun , 
Beth fructuous, and that in litel space. 
And to do wel god sende yow his grace ’ * 


Explicit prohemium« 
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THE PERSONES TALE. 


Here bigmneth the Persones Tale 


Jer 6” JState super vt(zs et Mete et inter- 
rogate de vits antiquis, que sit via bona, 
et ambulate in ea, et muenietis refngerium 
animabus vestris^ d:c 

§ 1 Our swete lord god of hevene, that 
no man wol perisse, but wole that we 
comen alle to the knoweleche of him, 
?5 and to the blisful lyf that is perdurable, / 
amonesteth us by the prophete Jeremie, 
that seith in this wyse / ‘ stondeth upon 
the weyes, and seeth and axeth of olde 
pathes (that is to soyn, of olde sentences) 
which IS the goode wey , / and walketh 
in that wey, and ye shul finde refressh- 
inge for your soulcs,’ &c / Manye been 
the weyes espintuels that leden folk to 
cure Lord Tosu Crist, and to the rogne of 
glorie / Of whiche weyes, ther is a ful 
noble wey and a ful covenable, which 
may nat faile to man ne to womman, 
that thurgh sinne hath misgoon fro the 
!o righte wey of Jerusalem celestial , / and 
this wey is eloped Penitence, of which 
man sholde gladly herknen and enquere 
with al his herte , / to witen what is 
Penitence, and whennes it is cleped Peni- 
tence, and in how manye maneres been 
the accions or werkingos of Penitence, / 
and how manye spyces ther been of Peni- 
tence, and whiche thinges apertenen and 
bihovon to Penitence, and whiche thinges 
destourben Penitence / 

§ 2 Seint Ambrose seith, that ‘ Peni- 
tence IS the plejninge of man for the 
gilt that he hath doon, and na-more to 
do any thing for which him oghte to 
o) pleyne ’ / And som doctour seith ‘ Peni- 
tence IS the waymentinge of man, that 
sorweth for his sinne and pyneth him- 
85 self for he hath misdoon,’/ Penitence, 
with certeyne circumstances, is verray 
repentance of a man that halt him-self 


in sorwe and other peyne for hise giltes / 
And for ho shal be verray penitent, he 
shal first biwailen the sinnes that he 
hath doon, and stidefastly purposen in 
his herte to have shrift of mouthe, and 
to doon satisfaccioun, / and never to doon 
thing for which him oghte more tobiwayle 
or to compleyne, and to contmue in goode 
■werkes or elles his repentance may nat 
availle / For as seith seint Isidre ‘ he is 
a japor and a gabber, and no verray repen- 
tant, that eftsoone dooth thing, for which 
him oghte repente ’/ Wepinge,andnatfor 
to stinte to doon smno, may nat avaylle / 9^ 
But nathelees, men shal hope that every 
tyme that man falleth, be it never so 
ofte, that he may arise thurgh Penitence, 
if he have grace but certeinly it is greet 
doute / For as seith Seint Gregone ‘un- 
nethe aryseth he out of sinne, that is 
charged with the charge of y vel usage ’ / 
And therfore repentant folk, that stinte 
for to sinne, and forlete sinne er that 
sinne forlete hem, holy chirche holdeth 
hem siker of hir savacioun / And he 
that sinneth, and v erraily repenteth him 
in his lasto ende, holy chirche vet hopeth 
his savacioun, by the grete mercy of oure 
lord J esu Crist, for his repentaunce , but 
tak the siker wev / (2 

^ 3 And now, sith I have declared 
vow what thing is Penitence, now shul 
ye understonde that ther been three 
accions of Penitence / Tlie hrste accion 9' 
of Penitence is, that a man be baptized 
after that he hath sinned / Semt Au- 
gustin seith ‘ but he be penitent for his 
olde sinful lyf, ho may nat biginne the 
newe dene lif’/ For certes, if he be 
baptized withouten pemtence of his olde 
gilt, he receiveth the mark of baptisme, 
but nat the grace ne the remission of his 
smnes, til he have repentance verray 
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Another defaute is tins, that men doon 
deedly sinne after that tliey han received 
haptisme / The thndde defaute is, that 
men fallen in venial sinnes after hir 
xoo baptisme, fro day to day / Ther-of seith 
Semt Augustin, that ‘penitence of goode 
and humble folk is the penitence of every 
day’/ 

§ 4 The spyces of Penitence been three 
That oon of hem is solempne, another is 
commune, and the thndde is pnvee / 
Thilke penance that is solempne, is in 
two maneres , as to be put out of holy 
chirche in lente, for slaughtre of children, 
and swich maner thing / Another is, 
whan a man hath sinned openly, of which 
sinne the fame is openly spoken in the 
contree, and thanne holy chirche by 
jugement destreineth him for to do open 
(30) penaunce / Commune penaunce is that 
preestes enjomen men comunly in certejm 
caas , as for to goon, peraventure, naked 
105 in pilgrimages, or bare-foot / Pnvee 
penaunce is thilke that men doon alday 
for pnvee smnes, of whiche we shryve us 
pnvely and receyve pnvee penaunce / 

§ 6 Now shaltow understande what is 
bihovely and necessarie to verray parfit 
Penitence And this stant on three 
thinges,/ Contncioun of herte, Con- 
fessioun of Mouth, and Satisfaccioun / 
For which seith Seint John Crisostom 
‘ Penitence destreyneth a man to accepte 
benignely every peyne that him is en- 
joyned, with contncion of herte, and 
shrift of mouth, with satisfaccion , and 
in werkingo of alle maner humilitec ’ / 
And this IS fruitful Penitence agayn 
three thmges in whiche we wratthe oure 
no lord Jesu Cnst / this is to seyn, by delyt 
in thinkinge, by recchelesnesse in spek- 
inge, and by wikked sinful werkmge / 
And agayns thise wikkede giltes is Peni- 
tence, that may be lykned un-to a tree / 
§ 6 The rote of this tree is Contncion, 
that hydeth him in the herte of him that 
IS verray repentant, right as the rote of 
a tree hydeth him in the erthe / Of the 
rote of Contncion spnngeth a stalke, 
that bereth braunches and leres of Con- 
(40) fession, and fruit of Satisfaccion / For 


which Crist seith in his gospel ‘dooth 
digne fruit of Penitence’, for by this 
fruit may men knowe this tree, and nat 
by the rote that is hid m the herte of 
man, ne by the braunches ne by the 
leves of Confession / And therefore iij 
oure Lord Jesu Crist seith thus ‘ by the 
fruit of hem ye shul knowen hem ’/ Of 
this rote eek spnngeth a seed of grace, 
the which seed is moder of sikernosse, 
and this seed is ogre and hoot / The 
grace of this seed spnngeth of god, 
thurgh remembrance of the day of dome 
and on the peynes of helle / Of this 
matere seith Salomon, that ‘ in the drede 
of god man forleteth his sinne ’ / The 
hete of this seed is the love of god, and 
the desiring of the joye perdurable / 12c 
This hete draweth the herte of a man to 
god, and dooth him haten his sinne / 
For soothly, ther is no-thing that savour- 
eth so wel to a child as the milk of his 
nonce, ne no-thmg is to him more abho- 
minable than thilke milk whan it is 
medled -with other mete / Right so the 
sinful man tliat loveth his sinne, him 
semeth that it is to him most swete of 
any-thing , / but fro that tyme that 
he loveth sadly our lord Jesu Cnst, and 
desireth the lif perdurable, ther nis to 
liim no-thing more abhominable / For (50 
soothly, the lawe of god is the love of 
god , for which David the prophete seith 
‘ I have loved thy lawe and hated wikked- 
nesse and hate’, he that loveth god 
kepcth his lawe and his word / This ne 
tree saugh the prophete Daniel in spirit, 
up-on the avision of the king Nabugo- 
donosor, whan he conseiled him to do 
penitence / Penaunce is the tree of lyf 
to hem that it receiven, and he that 
holdeth him in verray penitence is 
blessed , after the sentence of Salomon / 

§ 7 In this Penitence or Contncion 
man shal understonde foure thmges, 
that 18 to seyn, what is Contncion and 
whiche been the causes that moeven a 
man to Contncion and how he sholde 
be contrit and what Contncion avaiUeth 
to the soule / Thanne is it thus that 
Contncion is the verray sorwe that a 
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man receiveth in his lierte for his sinnes, 
with sad purpos to shryve him, and to 
dopenannce, and nevermore to do sinne / 
And this sorwe shal been in this manere, 
as seith seint Bernard ‘it shal been 
hevy and grevous, and ful sharpe and 
30 poinant in herto ’ / i irst, for man hath 
agilt his lord and his creatour , and more 
sharpe and poinant, for he hath agilt his 
fader celestial , / and yet more sharpe 
and poinant, for he hath ^\rathed and 
agilt him that boghte him , which with 
his precious blood hath delivered us fro 
the bondes of sinne, and fio the cruel- 
tee of the devel and fro the peynes ot 
heUe / 

§ 8 The causes that oghte moeve a 
man to Contricion been six First, a 
man shal remembre him of liise smnes , / 
but loke ho that thilke remembrance ne 
be to him no delyt by no wey, but greet 
shame and sorwe for his gilt For Job 
seith ‘ sinful men doon werkes worthy 
)o) of Confession ’ / And therfore seith 
Ezechie ‘ I wol remembre me alle the 
yores of my lyf, in bitternesse of mjn 
35 herte ’ / And god seith in the Apocalips 
‘ remembreth yow fro whennes that ye 
been falle ’ , for biforn that tyme that ye 
sinned, ye were the children of god, and 
limes of the regne of god , / but for jour 
sinne ye been woxen thral and foul, and 
membres of the feend, hate of aungels, 
sclaundre of holy chirche, and fode of 
the false serpent, perpetuel matere of 
the fjr of helle / And yet more foul 
and abhominable, for ye trespassen so 
ofte tyme, as doth the hound that re- 
tourneth to eten his spewing / And 
yet bo ye fouler for your longe con- 
tinuing in sinne and your sinful usage, 
for which ye be roten in your sinne, 
as a beest in his dong / Swiche manere 
of thoghtes maken a man to have shame 
of his sinne, and no delyt, as god seith 
40 by the prophete Ezechiel / ‘ ye shal 
remembre yow of youre weyes, and they 
shuln displese yow ’ Sothly, sinnes been 
the weyes that leden folk to helle / 

§ 9 The seconds cause that oghte make 
it man to have desdeyn of sinne is this 


that, as seith seint Peter, ‘who-so that 
doth sinne is thral of sinne ’ , and sinne 
put a man in greet thraldom / And 
therfoie seith the prophete Ezechiel 
‘ I wente sorweful in desdayn of my self ^ 
And certes, wel oghte a man have des- 
dayn of sinne, and withdraws him from 
that thraldom and vileinye / And lo, what 
seith Seneca in this matere He seith 
thus ‘though I wiste that neither god 
ne man ne sholde nevere knowe it, yet 
wolde I have desdayn for to do smne ’ / (70) 
And the same Seneca also seith ‘ I am 
born to gretter thinges than to be thral 
to my body, or than for to maken of my 
bodj a thral ’ / Ne a fouler thral may i45 
no man no womman maken of his body, 
than for to yeven his body to sinne / 

A1 were it the foulesto cheil, or the foul- 
este womman that liveth and leest of 
value, yet is he thanne more foule and 
more in sorvitute / Evere fro the hyer 
degree that man falleth, the more is he 
thral, and more to god and to the world 
vile and abhominable / 0 gode god, 
wel oghte man have desdayn of sinne , sitli 
that, thurgh sinne, ther he was free, now 
IS he maked bonde / And therfore seyth 
Seint Augustin ‘if thou hast desdayn 
of thy servant, if he agUte or sinne, 
have thou thanne desdayn that thou 
thy self sholdest do smne ’/ Take reward 150 
of thy value, that thou ne be to foul to 
thy self / Allas ' wel oghten they thanne 
have desdavn to been servauntz and 
thralles to smne, and sore been ashamed 
of hem-self, / that god of his endelees 
goodnesse hath set hem in heigh estaat, 
or yeven hem wit, strengthe of body, hele, 
beautee, prosperitee, / and boghte hem 
fro the deeth with his herte blood, that 
they so unkindely, agayns his gentilesse, 
quyten him so vileinsly, to slaughtre of 
hir owene soules / 0 gode god, ye (80) 

wommen that been of so greet beautee, 
remembreth yow of the proverbe of 
Salomon, that seith / ‘he lykneth a 155 
fair womman, that is a fool of hir body, 
lyk to a ring of gold that were in the 
groyn of a sowe ’ / For right as a sowe 
wroteth in everich ordure, so wxoteth 
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she hir beautee in the stmkmgo ordure 
of sinne / 

§ 10 The thndde cause that oghte 
moeve a man to Contncion, is drede of 
the day of dome, and of the horrible 
peynes of helle / For as semt Jerome 
seith ‘at every tyme that me remem- 
breth ot the day ot dome, I quake , / for 
whan I ete or drinke, or what-so that 
I do, evere semeth me that the trompe 
i6o sowneth in mvn ere / riseth up, ye that 
been dede, and cometh to the jugement ’/ 
0 gode god, muchel oghte a man to drede 
swich a jugement, ‘ ther as we shullen 
been alle,’ as scint Poul seith, ‘ biforn the 
sete of oure lord Jesu Cnst ’ , / wher as 
he shal make a general congregacion, 
wher-as no man may been absent / For 
certes, there availleth noon essoyne ne 
(90) excusacion / And nat only that oure 
defautes shullen be jnged, but eek that 
165 alle ourewerkes shullen openly be knowe / 
And as seith Semt Bernard ‘ther ne 
shal no pledmge availle, ne no sleighte , 
we shullen yoven rekenmge of evench 
ydel word ’/ Ther shul we han a juge 
that may nat been deceived ne corrupt 
And whj ? For, certes, alle our thoghtes 
been discovered as to him , ne for preyere 
ne for mede he shal nat been corrupt / 
And therfore seith Salomon ‘ the wratthe 
of god ne wol nat spare no wight, for 
preyere ne for jifte’, and therfore, at 
the day of doom, ther nis noon hope to 
escape / Wherfore, as seith Semt 
Anselm ‘ful greet angwissh shul the 
smful folk ha-ve at that tyme,/ ther 
shal the sterne and wrothe juge sitte 
above, and under him the horrible put 
of helle open to destroyen him that moot 
biknowen hise sinnes, whiche smnes 
openly been shewed bifom god and hi- 
J70 fom every cieature / And on the left 
syde, mo develes than herte may bithmke, 
for to hane and drawe the sinful soules 
to the pyne of helle / And with-mne 
the hertes of folk shal be the bytmge 
conscience, and with oute-forth shal be 
the world al brennmge / Whider shal 
thanne the wrecched sinful man flee to 
hyden him ? Certes, he may nat hyden 


him , he moste come forth and shewen 
him ’/ For certes, as seith semt Jerome 
‘ the erthe shal casten him out of him, 
and the see also , and the oyr also, that 
shal he ful of thonder-clappes and light- 
ninges ’ / Now sothlv, who-so wel re- (loo 
membreth him of thise thinges, I gesso 
that his sinne shal nat turne him m to 
delyt, but to greet sorw^, for drede of the 
peyne of helle / And therfore seith Job 175 
to god ‘ suffro, lord, that I may a whyle 
biwaille and wepe, er I go with-oute 
returning to the derke lend, covered with 
the derknesse of deeth , / to the lond of 
misese and of derknesse, where-as is the 
shadwe of deeth , where as ther is noon 
ordre or ordinance, but grisly drede that 
evere shal lasto ’ / Lo, here may ye seen 
that Job preyde respyt a whyle, to hiwepe 
and waiUe his trespas , for soothly oon 
day of respyt is bettre than al the tresor 
of the world / And for as*mut ho as 
a man may acquiten him-solf biforn god 
by penitence in this world, and nat by 
tresor, therfore sholde he preye to god 
to yeve him respyt a whyle, to biwepe 
and biwaillen his trespas / For certes, 
al the sorwe that a man mighte make 
fro the beginning ot the world, nis but 
a Ltd thing at regard of the sorwe of 
helle / The cause why that Job clepeth 180 
helle ‘the lond of derknesse’,/ imder- 
stondeth that ho clepeth. it ‘londe’ or 
erthe, for it is stable, and nevere shal 
faille , ‘ derk,’ for he that is m helle hath 
defaute of light material. / For certes, 
the derke light, that shal come out of the 
fyr that evere shal brenne, shal turne 
him al to peyne that is m helle , for it 
sheweth him to the horrible develes that 
him tormenten / ‘Covered with the 
derknesse of deeth ’ that is to seyn, that 
he that is zn helle shal ha%e defaute of 
the sights of god , for certes, the sighto 
of god is the lyf perdurable / ‘The (no 
derknesse of deeth ’ been the smnes that 
the wrecched man hath doon, whiche 
that destourben him to see the face of 
god , right as doth a derk cloude bitwixe 
us and the sonne / ‘ Lond of misese ’ / 185 
by cause that ther been three maneres 
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of defautes, agayn three thmges that folk 1 covertures gliulle been of wormes of 


of this world han in this present lyf, 
that is to seyn, honours, delyces, and 
nchesses / Agayns honour, have they 
m helle shame and confusion / jForwel 
ye woot that men clepen ‘honour’ the 
reverence that man doth to man , but in 
helle is noon honour ne reverence For 
certes, na more reverence shal bo doon 
there to a king than to a knave / For 
which god seith by the prophete Jeremye 
‘ thilke folk that me despysen shul been 
in despyt ’ / ‘ Honour ’ is eek cleped 
greet lordshipe , ther shal no man serven 
other but of harm and torment ‘ Honour’ 
is eek cleped greet dignitee and heigh- 
nesse , but in helle shul they been al 
190 fortroden of develes / And god seith 
I ‘the horrible develes shuUe goon and 
comen up on the hevedes of the dampned 
folk ’ And this is for*as-muche as, the 
hyer that they were in this present lyf, 
the more shulle they been abated and 
defouled in helle / Agayns the nchesses 
of this world, shul they han nusese of 
poverte , and this poverte shal been in 
foure thmges / in defaute of tresor, of 
which that David seith , ‘ the nche folk, 
that embraceden and oneden al hir herte 
to tresor of this world, shnl slepe in the 
slepinge of deeth , and no thing ne shul 
they findon in hir handes of al hir 
tresor ’ / And more over, the miseise of 
helle shal been in defaute of mete and 
}i2o) drink© / For god seith thus by Moyses , 

‘ they shul been wasted with hunger, and 
the bnddes of helle shul devouren hem 
witli bitter deeth, and the galle of the 
dragon shal been hir dnnke, and the 
195 \enim of the dragon hir morsels ’ / And 
forther over, hir miseise shal been in 
defaute of clothing for they shulle he 
naked in body as of clothing, save the fyr 
in which they bronne and ©there filthes , / 
and naked shul they been of soule, of alle 
manere vertues, which that is the cloth- 
ing of the soule Where been thanne the 
gaye robes and the softe shetes and the 
\ smale shertos ? / Lo, what seith god of 
hem by the prophete Isaye ‘ that under 
hem shul been strawed motthes, and hir 


helle ’ / And forther-over, hir miseise 
shal been in defaute of freendes , for he 
ms nat povre that hath goode freendes, 
but there is no freend , / for neither god 
ne no creature shal been freend to hem, 
and everich of hem shal haten other 
with deedly hate / ‘ The sones and the 20 

doghtren shullon rebellen agajms fader 
and mooder, and kinrede agayns kinrede, 
and chyden and despysen e\erich of hem 
other,’ bothe day and night, as god seith 
by the prophete Michias / And the 
lovinge children, that whylom loveden 
so fleshly everich other, wolden evench 
of hem eten other if they mighte / For 
how sholden they love hem togidre m the 
peyne of helle, whan they hated ech of 
hem other in the prospentee of this lyf? / 

For truste wel, hir fleshly lo^e was deedly 
hate , as seith the prophete David ‘ who- 
so that loveth wikkedness© he hateth his 
soule ’ / And who so hateth his owene (130 
soule, certes, he may love noon other 
wight in no manere / And therefore, 205 
in helle is no solas ne no frendshipe, but 
evere the more fleshly kinredes that been 
in helle, the more cursinges, the more 
chydinges, and the more deedly hate ther 
is among hem / And forther-over, they 
shul have defaute of alle manere delyces , 
for certes, delyces been after the appe- 
tytes of the tyve wittes, as sights, hennge, 
smelhnge, savoring©, and touching© / 

But m helle hir sighte shal be ful of 
derknesse and of smoke, and therfore ful 
of teres , and hir hennge, ful of way- 
mentinge and of grintinge of teeth, as 
seith J esu Crist , / hir noset hirles shullen 
be M of stinkmge stink And as seith 
Isaye the prophete ‘hir savoring shal 
be ful of bitter galle ’ / And tonchinge 
of al hir body, y-coverod with ‘fyr that 
nevere shal quenche, and with wormes 
that nevere shul dyen,’ as god seith by 
the mouth of Isaye / And for-as-muche 210 
as they sliul nat wene that they may 
dyen for peyne, and by hir deeth flee 
fro peyne, that may they understonden 
by the word of Job, that seith ‘ ther-as 
is the shadwe of deeth ’ / Certes, a 
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shadwe hath the lyhnosse of the thing 
of which it IS shadwe, hut shadwe is nat 
the same thing of which it is shadwe / 
Right so fareth the peyne of helle , it is 
lyk deeth for the homble anguissh, and 
why? For it peyneth hem evere, as 
though they sholde dye anon , hut certes 
they shal nat dye / For as seith Seint 
Gregoiie ‘to wrecche caytives shal be 
deeth with-oute deeth, and ende with 
outen ende, and defaute with-oute fail 
(140) inge / For hir deeth shal alwey liven, 
and hir ende shal everomo higinne, and 
215 hir defaute shal nat faille ’ / And ther 
fore seith Seint John the Evangelist 
‘ they shullen folwe deeth, and they shul 
nat finde him, and they shul desyren 
to dye, and deeth shal flee fro hem ’ / 
And eek Job seith that ‘in helle is 
noon ordre of rule ’ / And al-he it so 
that god hath creat alle thinges in right 
ordre, and no-thing with-outen ordre, 
but alle thmges been ordeyned and nom 
bred, yet nathelees they that been 
dampned been no-thing m ordre, ne 
holden noon ordre / For the erthe ne 
shal here hem no fruit / For, as the 
prophete David seith ‘ god shal destroye 
the fruit of the erthe as fro hem’, ne 
water ne shal yeve hem no moisture , ne 
220 the eyr no refresshmg, ne fyr no light / 
For as seith seint Basilie ‘ the brennmge 
of the fyr of this world shal god yeven in 
helle to hem that been dampned , / but 
the light and the cleemesse shal be yeven 
in hevene to hise children’, right as the 
gode man yeveth flesh to hise children, 
and bones to his houndes / And for 
they shullen have noon hope to escape, 
seith seint Job atte laste that ‘ther 
shal horrour and gnsly drede dwellen 
with-outen ende’/ Horrour is alwey 
drede of harm that is to come, and this 
drede shal evere dwelle in the hertes of 
hem that been dampned And therefore 
han they lorn al hir hope, for sevene 
(150) causes / First, for god that is hir juge 
shal be with outen mercy to hem , ne 
they may nat plese hun, ne noon of hise 
halwes , ne they ne may yevo no-thing j 
325 for hir raunson , / ne they have no vois I 


to speke to him , ne they may nat flee 
fro peyne , ne they have no goodnesse in 
hem, thai they mowe shewe to dehvere 
hem fro peyne / And therfore seith 
Salomon ‘ the wikked man dyeth , and 
whan he is deed, he shal have noon hope 
to escape fro peyne ’ / Who-so thanne 
wolde wel understands these peynes, and 
bithinke him weel that he hath deserved 
thilke peynes for his smnes, certes, he 
sholde have more talent to syken and to 
wepe than for to singen and to pleye / 

For as that seith Salomon ‘ who-so that 
hadde the science to knowe the peynes 
that been establissed and ordeyned for 
smne, he wolde make sorwe ’ / ‘ Thilke 
science,’ as seith seint Augustin, ‘ maketh 
a man to waymenten in his herte ’/ 230 

§ 11 The fourthe point, that oghte 
maken a man to have contncion, is the 
sorweful remembrance of the good that 
he hath left to doon here in erthe , and 
eek the good that he hath lorn / Soothly, 
the godo werkes that he hath left, outher 
they been the gode werkes that he 
wroghte er ho fel in-to deedly sinne, or 
elles the gode werkes that he wroghte 
while he lay in sinne / Soothly, the 
gode werkes, that he dide biforn that he 
fil in sinne, been al mortified and astoned 
and dulled by the ofte sinning / The 
othere gode werkes, that he wroghte 
whyl he lay in deedly sinne, they been 
outrely dede as to the lyf perdurable in 
hevene / Thanne thilke gode werkes (i6c 
that been mortified by ofte sinnmg, 
whiche gode werkes he dide whyl he was 
m chantee, ne mowe nevere quiken agayn 
with-outen verray penitence / And ther- 235 
of seith god, by the mouth of Ezechiel 
that, ‘ if the rightful man retume agayn 
from his nghtwisnesse and werke wikked- 
nesse, shal he hve ?’ / Nay , for alle the 
gode werkes that he hath wroght ne shul 
nevere been in remembrance , for he shal 
dyen in his sinne / And up-on thilke 
chapitre seith seint Gregorie thus ‘ that 
we shulle understonde this pnncipallv, / 
that whan we doon deedly sinne, it is 
for noght thanne to rehercen or drawen 
in-to memone the gode werkes that we 
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han wroght biforn ’ / For certes, in the 
werkinge of the deedly smne, ther is no 
trust to no good werk that we han doon 
bifom , that is to seyn, as for to have 
240 therby the lyf perdurable in hevene / 
But nathelees, the gode werkes quiken 
agayn, and comen agayn, and helpen, 
and avaiUen to have the lyf perdurable 
in hevene, whan we han contricion / 
But soothly, the gode werkes that men 
doon whyl they been in deedly sinno, 
for-as muche as they were doon in deedly 
smne, they may nevere quiken agayn / 
For ceides, thing that nevere haddo lyf 
may nevere quikene , and nathelees, al- 
be-it that they no availle noght to han 
the lyf perdurable, yet availlen they to 
abiegge of the peyne of hello, or elles to 
geten temporal rich esse, / or elles that 
god wole the rather enlumme and lightne 
the herte of the sinful man to have 
r7o) repentance , / and eek they availlen for 
to usen a man to doon gode werkes, that 
the feend have the lasse power of his 
545 soulo / And thus the curteis lord Jesu 
Crist wole that no good werk be lost , 
for in somwhat it shal availle / But 
for as muche as the gode werkes that 
men doon whyl they been in good lyf, 
been al mortihed by smne folwmge , and 
eek, sith that alle the gode werkes that 
men doon whyl they been m deedly 
synne, been outrely dede as for to have 
the Ijd* perdurable , / wel may that man, 
that no good werke ne dooth, singe thilke 
newe Frenshe song ‘ Jay tout perdu mon 
temps et mon labour ’ / For certes, smne 
bireveth a man bothe goodnesse of nature 
and eek the goodnesse of grace / For 
soothly, the grace of the holy goost 
fareth lyk fyr, that may nat been ydel , 
for fyr faileth anoon as it forleteth his 
wirkmgo, and right so grace fayleth 
250 anoon as it forleteth his werkmge / 
Than leseth the sinful man the goodnesse 
ot glorie, that only is bihight to gode 
men that labouren and werken / Wel 
may he be sory thanne, that oweth al 
his Ilf to god as longe as he hath lived, 
and eek as longe as he shal live, that no 
goodnesse ne hatli to paye with his dette 
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to god, to whom he oweth al his lyf / 

For trust wel, ‘ he shal yeven acountes,^ 
as seith seint Bernard, ‘ of alle the godes 
that han be yeven him in this present 
lyf, and how he hath hem despended , / 
m so muche that ther shal nat pensse an 
heer of his heed, ne a moment of an 
houre ne shal nat porisse of his tyme, 
that he ne shal yeve of it a rekenmg ’ / (i8o) 

§ 12 The fifthe thmg that oghte moeve 
a man to contricion, is remembrance of 
the passion that oure lord Jesu Crist 
suffred for oure smnes / For, as seith 255 
semt Bernard ‘ whyl that I li\ e, I shal 
have remembrance of the travailles that 
oure lord Crist sntFred m preching , / his 
wermesse in travaillmg, hise temptacions 
whan he fasted, hise longe vakinges 
whan he prejde, hise teres whan that 
he weep for pitee of good peple , / the 
wo and the shame and the filthe that 
men sej don to him , of the foule spitting 
that men spitte in his face, of the 
buffettes that men ya\en him, of the 
foule mowes, and of the repreves that 
men to him seyden , / of the nayles with 
whicho he was nailed to the croys, and 
of al the remenant of his passion that he 
suffred foi my smnes, and no thmg for 
lus gilt’/ And ye shul understonde, 
that in mannes smne is every manere of 
oidro or ordinance turned up so-doun / 260 
For it IS sooth, that god, and reson, and 
sensualiteo, and the body of man been so 
ordeynecl, that everich of thise foure 
thinges sholde have lordshipe over that 
other , / as thus god sholde have lord- 
shipe over roson, and reson over sensu- 
alitee, and sensuahtee over the body of 
man / But sothly, whan man sinneth, 
al this ordre or oidmance is turned 
up-so-doun / And therfore thanne, for- 
as-muche as the reson of man ne wol nat 
be subget ne obeisant to god, that is his 
lord by right, therfore leseth it the lord- 
shipe that it sholde have over sensuahtee, 
and eek over the body of man / And (190) 
why? For sensuahtee rebelleth thanne 
agayns reson , and by that wey leseth 
reson the lordshipe over sensuahtee and 
over the body / For right as reson 13 265 

3 



68z 


CAntev0ut]» Ziitte. 


ri 5 13 


rebel to god, right so is bothe sensualitee 
rebel to reson and th-^ body also / And 
oertes, this disordmance and this le- 
belhon oure lord Jesu Cnst aboghte 
np-on his precious body fill dere, and 
herkneth in which wyse / For-as-muche 
thanne as reson is rebel to god, theifore 
IS •ynflr> worthy to have sorwe and to be 
deed / This suffred oure lord J esn Cnst 
tor man, after that he hadde be bitraysed 
of his disciple, and distreyned and 
bounde, ‘so that his blood brast out at 
every nail of hise handes,’ as seith seint 
Augustin / And forther-over, for-as 
muchel as reson of man ne wol nat 
daunte sensualitee whan it may, therfore 
is man worthy to have shame , and this 
suffred oure lord Jesu Cnst for man, 
270 whan they spetten m Ins visage / And 
forther-over, for-as muchel thanne as the 
caitif body of man is rebel bothe to reson 
and to sensualitee, therfore is it worthy 
the deeth / And this suffred oure lord 
Jesu Cnst for man up on the croys, 
where-as ther was no part of his body 
free, with-outen greet peyne and bitter 
passion / And al this suffred Jesu 
Cnst, that nevere forfeted And therfore 
resonably may be seyd of Jesu in this 
manere ‘to muchel am I peyned for 
the thinges that I nevere deserved, and 
to muche defouled for shendshipe that 
man is worthy to have ’ / And therfore 
may the sinful man wel seye, as seith 
seint Bernard ‘acursod be the bitter- 
nesse of my sinne, for which ther moste 
(ioo) be suffred so muchel bittomease ’ / For 
certes, after the diverse discordances of 
oure wikkednesses, was the passion of 
375 Jesu Cnst ordeyned in diverse thinges, / 
as thus. Certes, sinful mannes soule is 
bitraysed of the devel by coveitise of 
temporel prosperitee, and scorned by 
deoeite whan he cheseth fleshly delyoes , 
and yet is it tormented by inpacience of 
adversitee, and bispet by servage and 
subjeccion of sinne , and atte laste it is 
slayn fynally / For this disordinaunce 
of smfal man was Jesu Cnst first bi- 
traysed, and after that was he bounde, 
that cam for to unbynden lu of sinne 


I and peyne / Thanne was he biscomed, 

I that only sholde han been honoured in 
^ alle tliinges and of alle thinges / Thanne 
i was his visage, that oghte be desired 
to bo seyn of al man kinde, m which 
visage aungels desyren to looke, vileynsly 
bispet / Thanne was he scourged that 
no-thmg hadde agilt, and fynally, thanne 
was he crucified and slayn / Thanne 280 
was aoompUced the woid of Isaye ‘ he 
was wounded for oure misdedes, and 
defouled for oure felonies ’ / Now sith 
that Jesu Crist took up on him self the 
peyne of alle oure Tiikkednesses, muchel 
oghte sinful man wepen and biwayle, 
that for hise sinnes goddes sone of 
hovene sholde al this peyne endure / 

§ 13 Tho sixte thing that oghte moeve 
a man to contricion, is tho hope of three 
thynges, that is to seyn, foryifnesse of 
sinne, and the yifte of grace wel for to 
do, and the glone ot he'vene, with which 
god shal guerdono a man for hiso gode 
dedes / And for-as muche as Jesu Cnst 
yeveth us thise yiftes ot his largesse and 
of his sovereyn bountee, therfore is he 
cleped Jesus Nazaienus 'tex Judeorum / (210 
Jesus is to seyn ‘saveour’ or ‘ salvacion,' 
on whom men shul hope to have foryif- 
nesse of sinnes, which that is proprely 
salvacioa of sinnes / And therfore seyde 285 
the aungel to J oseph ‘ thou shalt clepen 
his name Jesus, that shal saven his peple 
of hir sinnes ’ / And heer-of seith seint 
Peter ‘ ther is noon other name under 
hevene that is yeve to any man, by which 
a man may be saved, but only Jesus ’ / 
Nasarenu* is as muche for to seye aa 
‘ flonsshinge,’ in which a man shal hope, 
that he that yeveth him remission of 
sinnes shal yeve him eek grace wel for to 
do For in the flour is hope of fruit m 
tyme cominge , and in foryifnesse of 
sinnes hope of grace wel for to do / 

‘I was atte dore of thyn herte,’ seith 
Jesus, ‘ and cleped for to entre , he that 
openeth to me shal have foryifnesse of 
smne / I wol entre in-to him by my 
I graoe, and soupe with him,’ by the goode 
werkes that he shal doon , whiche werkea 
been the foode of god, ‘and he shal 
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soup© with me,’ by the grete joy© that 
290 I shal yeven him / Thus shal man hope, 
for hise werkes of penaunce, that god 
shall yeven him his regne , as he bihoteth 
him in the gospel / 

§ 14 Now shal a man nnder&tonde, in 
which manero shal been his contricion 
I seye, that it shal been universal and 
total, this is to seyn, a man shal be 
verray repentant lor aUe hise sinnes that 
he hath doon m delyt of his thoght , tor 
delyt IS ful perilous / For tlier been 
two manere of consentinges , that oon of 
hem IS cleped consontinge of affeccion, 
whan a man is moeved to do sinne, and 
delyteth him longe for to thinko on that 
smne , / and his reson aperceyveth it 
wel, that it IS sinno agajms the law© of 
god, and yet his reson rofreyneth nat his 
foul deljt or talent, though he see wel 
apertly that it is agayns the reverence of 
god, al-though his reson ne consent© 
20) noght to doon that sinne in dede, / yet 
seyn somme doctours that swich dclvt 
that dwoUeth longe, it is ful perilous, 
295 al be it novero so lite / And also a man 
sholde soiwc, namely, for al that ever© 
he hath desired agayn the lawe of god 
with perht consentmgo of liis reson , for 
ther-of IS no doute, that it is deedly sinne 
in consentinge / For certes, ther is no 
deedly sinne, that it nas first in mannos 
thought, and after that in his delyt , and 
so forth in to consenting© and in-to dede / 
Wherfore I soye, that many men ne re- 
penten hem nevere of swiche thoghtes 
and delytes, ne nevere shryven hem of it, 
but only of the dede of grete smnes 
outward / Wherfore 1 seye, that swiche 
wikked delytes and wikked thoghtes been 
subtile bigyleres of hem that shullen be 
dampned / More-over, man oghte to 
sorvve for hise wikked© wordes as wel as 
for hise wikkode dedes , for certes, the 
repentance of a singuler smne, and nat 
repente of alle hise othere smnes, or elles 
repenten him of alle hise othere smnes, 
and nat of a smguler sinne, may nat 
300 avadle / For certes, god almighty is al 
good, and ther-fore he foryeveth al, or 
elles right noght / And heer-of seith 


semt Augustin ‘ I woot certainly / that 
god is enemy to everich smnere ’ , and 
how thanne ? He that observeth o smne, 
shal he have foryifnesse of the reme- 
nannt of hise othere smnes? Nay / 

And forther-over, contricion sholde be 
wonder sorwefnl and anguissous, and 
therfore yeveth him god pleynly hiS 
merev , and therfore, whan my soule 
was anguissous with mne me, 1 hadde 
remembrance of god that my preyere 
might© come to him / Forther-over, (230) 
contricion moste be continnel, and that 
man have stedefast purpos to shryven 
him, and for to amenden him of his lyf / 305 
For soothiy, whyl contricion lasteth, man 
may evere have hope of foryifnesse , and 
of tins comth hate of sinne, that destroy- 
eth smne bothe m himself, and eek in 
other folk, at his power / For which 
seith David ‘ v© that loven god hateth 
wikkednesse ’ For tmsteth wel, to love 
god is for to love that he loveth, and 
hate that ho hateth / 

§ 15 The laste thing that man shal 
understonde in contricion is this, wher- 
of avavleth contricion I seye, that som 
tyme contricion dehvereth a man fro 
smne , / of which that David seith 
‘I seye,’ quod David, that is to seyn, 

‘ I purposed fermoly to shryvo me , and 
thow, Lord, relesedest my smne ’ / And 
right so as contiicion avaiUeth noght, 
with-onten sad purpos of shnfbe, if man 
have oportunitee, right so litel worth is 
shrifte or satisfaccion with-onten con- 
tncion / And more-over, contricion 310 
destroyeth the prison of hoUe, and maketh 
wayk and feble alle the strengthes of the 
develes, and restoreth the yiftes of the 
holy goost and of all© gode vertnes ,/ and 
it clenseth the soule of smne, and 
dehvereth the soule fro the peyne of 
belle, and fro the company© of the devel, 
and fro the servage of smne, and restoreth 
it to alle godes espirituels, and to the 
companye and communion of holy 
ohirche / And fortheivover, it maketh 
him that whylom was sone of ire to be 
gone of grace , and alle thise thmges been 
proved by holy writ / And therfore, he 
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that wolde se^te Ins entente to thise 
thinges, he were fnl yys , for soothly, he 
ne sholde nat thanne in al his lyf have 
coroge to Binne, but \even his body and 
al his herte to the service of J esu Cnst, 
(240) and ther-of doon him hommage / For 
soothly, oure swete lord Jesu Crist hath 
spared us so debonairly in our folies, that 
if he ne hadde pitee of mannes soule 
315 a sory song we mighten alle singe / 

Exphcit prima pars Penitentie , et 
sequitnr secunda pars eiusdem 

§ 16 The seconde partie of Penitence is 
Confession, that is signe of contricion / 
Now shul ye imderstonde what is Con- 
fession, and whether it oghte nedes be 
doon or noon, and whiche thinges been 
covenable to verray Confession f 
§ 17 First shallow understonde that 
Confession is verray shewinge of sinnes 
to the precst , / this is to soyn ‘\erray,’ 
for he moste confessen him of alle the 
condiciouns that bilongen to his sinne, as 
ierforth as he can / Al moot be seyd, 
and no thing excused ne hid ne for- 
wrapped, and noght avaunte him of his 
320 gode werkes / And forther over, it is 
necessane to understonde whennes that 
sinnes spnngen, and how they encresen, 
and whiche they been / 

§ 18 Of the spnnginge of sinnes seith 
seint Paul in this wise that ‘ right as by 
a man sinne entred first in to this world, 
and thurgh that sinne deeth, right so 
thilke deeth entred in-to alle men that 
sinneden 7 And this man was Adam, 
by whom sinne entred in to this world 
whan he brak the comaundement of 
god / And therfore, ho that first was so 
mighty that he sholde not have dyed, 
bicam swich oon that he moste nedes dye, 
whether he wolde or noon , and all Ins 
progenie in this world that in thilke man 
(250; sinneden / Loke that m th’estaat of 
innocence, when Adam and Eve naked 
weren in paradys, and no-thmg ne hadden 
325 shame of hir nakednesse, / how that the 
serpent, that was most wyly of alle othere 
bestes that god hadde maked, seyde to 


the womman ‘ why comaunded god to 
yow, ye sholde nat eten of every tree in 
paradys ? ’ / The womman answerde 
‘of the fruit,’ quod she, ‘of the trees in 
paradys we feden us , but soothly, of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the middel of 
paradys, god forbad us for to ete, no nat 
touchen it, lest per-aventuro we should 
dyen ’ / The serpent seyde to the wom- 
man ‘nay, nay, ye shul nat dyen of 
deeth , for sothe, god woot, that what day 
that ye eten ther-of, youre even shul 
opene, and ye shul been as goddes, 
knowinge good and harm 7 The wom- 
man thanne saugh that the tree was good 
to feding, and fair to the eyen, and 
delytable to the sighte , she tok of the 
frmt of the tree, and eet it, and yaf to hir 
housbonde, and he eet , and anoon the 
eyen of hem bothe openoden / And 
whan that they knewe that they were 
naked, they sowed of fige-leves a manere 
of breches to hiden liir membres / There 330 
may ye seen that deedly sinne hath first 
suggestion of the feend, as sheweth here 
by the naddre , and afterward, the delyt 
of the flesh, as sheweth here by Eve , and 
after that, the consentmge of resoun, as 
sheweth here by Adam / For trust wel, 
thogh so were that the feend tempted Eve, 
that IS to seyn the flesh, and the flesh hadde 
delyt in the beautee of the fruit defended, 
yet certes, til that resoun, that is to soyn, 
Adam, consented to the otinge of the 
fruit, yet stood he in th’estaat of inno- 
cence / Of thilke Adam toke we thilke 
sinne original , for of him fleshly de- 
scended be we alle, and engendred of vile 
and corrupt matore / And whan the 
soule IS put in our body, right anon is 
contract original sinne , and that, that 
was erst but only peyne of concupiscence, 

IS afterward bothe peyne and sinne / (26^ 
And therfore be we alle born sones of 
wratthe and of dampnacion perdurable, if 
it nere baptesme that we receyven, which 
binimeth us the oulpe , but for sothe, the 
peyne dwelleth with us, as to tempta- 
cion, which peyne highte concupiscence / 335 
Whan it IS wrongfully disposed or or- 
j deyned in man it maketh him coveite, 



T § 19--31 J 




0»5 


by coveitise of flesh, fleshly sinne, by 
sighte of hise eyen as to erthely thinges, 
and coveitise of hjnesse by pryde of 
herte / 

§ 19 Now as for to spekon of the firste 
co\eitLso, that is, concupiscence after the 
lawe of onre membres, that weren lawe- 
fuUiche V maked and by rightful juge- 
ment of god , / I seye, for-as muche as 
man is nat obeisaunt to god, that is his 
lord, therfore is the flesh to him dis- 
obeisaunt thurgh concupiscence, which 
yet 13 eloped norissinge of sinne and 
occasion of sinne / Therfore, al the 
whyle that a man hath in him the pey ne of 
concupiscence, it is impossible but he be 
tempted somtyme, and moeved in his 
flesh to sinne / And this thing may nat 
faille as longo as he livoth , it may wel 
wexe toble and faille, by \ ertu of baptesme 
and by the grace of god thurgh peni- 
40 tence , / but fully ne shal it ney ere 
quenelle, that he ne shal som tyme bo 
moeved in him self, but if he were al 
refreyded by siknesse, or by malefice of 
sorcene or colde drinkes / For lo, what 
seith soint Paul ‘the flesh coveitoth 
agayn the spirit, and the spirit agayn the 
flesh, they been so contrarie and so 
stryven, that a man may nat alwey doon 
as he wolde ’ / The same seint Paul, 
after his grete penaunce in ater and in 
lond (in water by night and by day, in 
greet peril and in greet peyne, in lond, 
in famine, m thurst, in cold and cloth- 
lees, and ones stoned almost to the 
doeth)/ yet seydo he ‘alias’ I, caytif 
man, who shal dehvere me fro the 
70) prisoun of my caytif body ? ’ / And semt 
Jerome, whan he longe tyme hadde woned 
in desert, where-as he hadde no 00m- 
panye but of wilde bestes, where-as he ne 
hadde no mete but herbes and water to 
his drinke, ne no bed but the naked ertlhe, 
for which his flesh was blak as an 
Ethiopen for hete and ny destroyed for 
J45 cold,/ yetseydeho that ‘thebrenmngeof 
lochene boiled m al his body ’/ Wherfore 
I woot wel sikerly, that they been 
deoeyved that seyn, that they ne be nat 
tempted in hir body / Witnesse on 


Semt J ame the Apostel, that seith that 
‘ every wight is tempted in his owen cbn- 
cupiscence , ’ that is to seyn, that everich 
of us hath matere and occasion to be 
tempted of the norissinge of sinne that 
IS in his body / And therfore seith 
Semt John the Evaungelist ‘if that 
we seyn that we beth with-oute sinne, 
we decpyve us-selve, and trouthe is nat 
in us ’ / 

§ 20 Now shal ye understonde m what 
manere that sinne wexeth or encreseth 
m man The firste thing is thilke noris- 
singe of sinne, of which I spak biforn, 
thilke fleshly concupiscence / And after 350 
that comth the subjeccion of the devel, 
this IS to seyn, the develes bclv, with 
which he bloweth in man the fyr of 
fleshly concupiscence / And after that, 
a man bithinketh him whether he wol 
doon, or no, thilke thing to which he is 
tempted / And thanne, if that a man 
withstonde and weyve the firste entysmge 
of his flesh and of the feend, thanne is it 
no sinne , and if it so be that he do nat 
so, thanne feleth ho anon a flambe of 
delyf / And thanne is it good to be 
war, and kepen him wcl, or elles he wol 
falle anon in to consentinge of sinne , 
and thanne wol ho do it, if he may have 
tyme and place / And of this matere ^280) 
seith Moysos by the devel in this manere 
‘ the feend seith, I wole chace and pursue 
the man by wikked suggestion, and I wole 
hente him by moevynge or stirmge of 
sinne I wol departs my pryse or my 
praye by dehberacion, and my lust shal 
been accompUced in delyt , I wol drawe 
my swerd in consentinge ’ / for certes, 355 
right as a swerd depaiteth a thmg m two 
peces, right so consentinge departeth god 
fro man ‘and thanne wol I sleen him 
with myn hand in dede of smne ’ , thus 
seith the feend / For certes, thanne is 
a man al deed in soule And thus is 
smne accompUced by temptacion, by 
delyt, and bj consentinge , and thanne is 
the sin cleped actuek / 

§ 21 For sotho, smne is in two 
maneres, outher it is venial, or deodly 
smne Soothly, whan man loveth any 
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orefttnre more than Tcsu Crist cure 
creatour, thanne is it deadly smne And 
vernal synne is it, if man love Jesu Crist 
lasse than him oghte / For sothe, the 
dede of this venial smne is lul perilous , 
for it amenuseth the love that men 
sholde han to god more and more / And 
therfore, if a man charge him-self with 
manye swiche venial sinnes, certes, but-d 
so be that he som tymo descharge him of 
hem by shnfte, they mowe ful lightly 
amenuse in him al the love that he hath 
360 to Jesu Crist , / and in this wise skippeth 
venial m to deedly smne For certes, the 
more that a man chargoth his soule with 
venial smnes, the more is ho enclyned to 
tallen in-to deedly smne / And therfore, 
lat us nat be necligent to deschargen us 
of venial smnes For the proverbe seith 
that manye smale maken a greet / And 
herkne this ensample A gieet wawe of 
the see comth som tyme with so greet 
a violence that it drencheth the ship 
And the same harm doth som-tyme 
the smale dropes of water, that entren 
thurgh a litel crevace m-to the thurrok, 
and in-to the botme of the ship, if men 
be so necligent that they ne descharge 
hem nat hy tyme / And therfore, al- 
thogh ther be a difference bitwixe thise 
two causes of drenchmge, algates the 
290) ship IS dreynt / Eight so fareth it som- 
tjme of deedly smne, and of anoyouse 
veniale smnes, whan they multiplye in 
a man so greetly, that thilke worldly 
thmges that ho lovoth, thurgh whiche he 
smneth venially, is as greet in his herte 
365 as the love of god, or more / And ther- 
fore, the love of every thmg, that is nat 
biset m god no doon principally for 
goddes sake, al though that a man love it 
lasse than god, yet is it venial smne , / 
and deedly smne, whan the love of any 
thmg weyeth in the herte of man as , 
muohel as the love of god, or more / 
‘Deedly smne,' as seith semt Augustin, i 
‘is, whan a man tumoth his herte fro 
god, which that is verray sovereyn 
bountee, that may nat chaungo, and 
yeveth his herte to thmg that may 
chaunge and fiitte ’ , / and certes, that is 


every thmg, save god of hevene For 
sooth IS, that if a man yeve his love, the 
which that he oweth al to god with al his 
herte, un to a creature, certes, as muohe 
of his love as he yeveth to thilko creature, 
so muche he bireveth fro god, / and 
therfore doth he smne For he, that is 
dettour to god, ne yeldoth nat to god al 
his dette, that is to seyn, al the love of 
his herte / 37^ 

§ 22 Now sith man uiiderstondeth 
generally, which is \enidl smne, thanne 
is it covcnable to telleii specially of smnes 
whiche that many a man per aventure ne 
demeth hem nat smnes, and ne shryveth 
him nat of the same thmges , and yet 
natheleos they been smnes / Soothly, 
as thise clerkes wry ten, this is to seyn, 
that at every tyme that a man etetli or 
drmketh more than snfiyseth to the 
sustenaunce of his body, m certein he 
dooth smne / And eek whan he speketh 
more than nedoth, it is smne Eke whan 
he herkneth nat bcmgnely the complemt 
of the povre / Eke whan ho is in helo 
of body and wol nat faste, wlian ©there 
folk faste, with-outon cause re&onable 
Eke whan he slepeth more than nedeth, 
or whan he comth by thilke enchesoun 
to late to chirche, or to othere werkes of 
chante / Eke whan he useth his wyt, (300 
with outen sovereyn desyr of engendruro, 
to the honour of god, or for the entente 
to yeldo to his wyf the dette of his body / 375 
Eke whan he wol nat visito the siko and 
the prisoner, if he may Eke if he love 
vyf or child, or other worldly thmg, 
more than resoun requyreth Eke if he 
flatere or blandishe more th in him oghte 
for any necessitee / Eke if he amenuse 
or withdraw© the almosse of the povre 
Eke if he apparailleth his mete more 
deliciously tlian nedo is, or ete it to 
hastily by likerousnesse / Eke if he taJe 
vanitees at chirche or at goddes service, 
or that he be a talker of ydel wordes of 
folye or of vilemye , for he shal yelden 
aoountes of it at the day of dome / Eke 
whan he bihoteth or assureth to do thmges 
that ho may nat perfourne Ek© whan 
that he, hy lightnesse or folie, nusseyeth 
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or scometh his neighebore / Eke whan 
he hath any wikked suspecion of thing, 
380 ther he ne woot of it no soothfastnesse / 
Thise thinges and mo with oiite nombre 
been sinnes, as seith seint Angnstm / 
Now shal men nnderstonde, that al be- 
lt so that noon erthely man may eschue 
alle \enial smnes, yet may he refreyne 
him by the brenninge love that he hath 
to onre lord Jesn Cnst, and by preyeres 
and confession and othere gode werkes, 
80 that it shal but htel greve / For, as 
Beith semt Augustin ‘ if a man love god 
in swiche manere, that al that evere he 
doth is in the love of god, and for the love 
of god verraily, for he brenneth in the 
love of god / loko, how muche that 
a drope of water thatfalleth in afoumeys 
ful of fyr anoyeth or greveth, so muche 
anoyeth a venial sinne un-to a man that 
310) is parfit in the love of Jesu Cnst ’ / Men 
may also refrevne venial sinne by re 
ceyMnge worthily of the precious body 
^85 of Jesu Cnst , / by receyvmg eek of holy 
water, by almesdede, by general con- 
fession of Confiteor at masse and at 
complin , and by blessinge of bisshopes 
and of preestes, and by othere gode 
Werkes / 

Explicit secunda pars Penitentie 

Seqiutur de Septem Peccatis Mortahbus 
et eorum dependenciis circumstanciis 
et speciebus 

§ 23 Now is it bihovely thing to telle 
whiche been the deedly smnes, this is to 
seyn, chieftaines of smnes, alle they 
renne in o lees, but in diverse maneres 
Now been they cleped chieftauies for as- 
muche as they been chief, and -j spnngers 
of alle othero sinnes / Of the rooto of 
thise sevene sinnes thanne is Pryde, the 
general rote ot alle harmes , for of this 
rote sprmgen certem braunches, as Ire, 
Envye, Accidie or Slewthe, A'vance or 
Coveitise (to commune understondmge), 
Glotonye, and Lecherye / And everich 
of thise chief smnes hath hise braunches 
and hise twigges, as shal be declared in 
liir chapitres folwmge / 


De Superbia 

§ 24 And thogh so be that no man 
can outrely telle the nombre of the 
twigges and of the harmes that cometh 
of Pryde, yet wol I shewe a portie of 
hem, as ye shul nnderstonde / Ther 390 
IS InobediencG, Avauntmge, Ipocnsie, 
Despyt, Arrogance, Impudence, Swellinge 
of herte, Insolence, Elacion, Impacienco, 
Stnf, Contumacie, Presumpcion, Irrev- 
erence, Pertinacie, Veyne Olone, and 
many another twig that I can nat 
declare / Inobedient, is he that dis- 
obeyeth for despyt to the comandements 
of god and to hise sovereyns, and to his 
goostlv fader / Avauntour, is he that 
bosteth of the harm or of the bountee 
that he hath doon / Ipocrrte, is he that 
hydeth to shewe him swiche as he is, and 
slieweth him swiche as he nogiit is / (330) 
Despitous, IS he that hath desdeyn of his 
neighebore, that is to seyn, of his evene- 
cristene, or hath despyt to doon that him 
oghte to do / Arrogant, is he that 395 
thmketh that he hath thilke bountees in 
him that he hath noght, or weneth that 
he sholde have hem by hise desertes , or 
elles he demetli that he be that he ms 
nat / Impudent, is he that for his pride 
hath no shame of hise sinnes / Swellinge 
of herte, is whan a man rojoyseth him of 
harm that he hath doon / Insolent, is 
he that desp\seth in his jugement alle 
othere folk as to regard of his value, and 
of Ins conning, and of his speking, and of 
his boring / Elacion, is whan he ne may 
neither suffre to ha\ e maister ne felawo / 400 
Impacient, is he that wol nat been y- 
taught ne undernome of his vyce, and by 
stryf werre\eth trouthe witmglj, and 
deffendeth his folye / Contumax^ is he 
that thurgh Ins indignacion is agayns 
everich auctoiitee or power of hem that 
been hise soveievns / Presumpcion, is 
whan a man undortaketh an empryso 
that him oghte nat do, or elles that he 
may nat do , and that is called Surqui- 
drie Irreverence, is whan men do nat 
honour thereas hem oghte to doon, and 
waiten to be reverenced 7 Pertmacia 
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IS whan man deffendeth his folye, and 
(1^30) tmsteth to muchel m his owene wit / 
Veyne glone, is for to have pompe and 
delyt m his temporel hynesse, and 
405 glonfie him in this worldly estaat / 
Janghnge, is whan men speken to muche 
bifom folk, and clappen as a mille, and 
taken no kepe what they seye / 

§ 25 And yet is ther a pnvee spece of 
Pryde, that waiteth first to be salewed er 
he wole salewe, al be he lasse worth than 
that other is, per aventure , and eek he 
waiteth or desyreth to sitte, or elles to 
goon above him in the wey, or kisse pax, 
or been encensed, or goon to ofFring bifom 
his neighebore, / and swiche semblable 
thinges , agayns his duetee, per-aventure, 
but that he hath his herte and his 
entente in swich a proud desyr to be 
magnifyed and honoured bifom the 
peple / 

§ 26 Now been ther two maneres of 
Piyde , that oon of hem is with-inne the 
herte of man, and that other is witli- 
oute / Of whiche soothly thise forseyde 
thinges, and mo than I have seyd, aper- 
tenen to pryde that is in the herte of 
man , and that othere speces of pryde 
410 been with-oute / But nntheles that oon 
of thise speces of pryde is signe of that 
other, right as the gaye leefsel atte taveme 
IS signe of the wyn that is m the celer / 
And this IS in manye thinges as in speche 
and contenaunce, and in outrageous array 
of clothing , / for certes, if ther ne hadde 
be no sinne in clothing, Crist wolde nat 
have noted and spoken of the clothing of 
thilke riche man in the gospel / And, as 
seith Seint Gregone, that precious clothing 
IS coupable for the derthe of it, and for 
his softenessc, and for his strangenesse 
and degysinesse, and for the superfluitee, 
(340) or for the inordmat scantnesse of it / 
Allas’ may men nat seen, as in oure 
dayes, the sinful costlewe array of cloth- 
inge, and namely in to muche superfluitee, 
415 or elles m to desordinat scontnesse? / 

§ 27 As to the firste smne, that is in 
superfluitee of clothinge, which that 
maketh it so dere, to harm of the peple ,/ 
nat only the cost of embroudinge, the 


degyse endentinge or barnnge, oundinge, 
pahnge, windinge, or bendinge, and 
semblable wast of clooth in vanitee , / 
but ther is also costlewe fumnge in hir 
gounes, so muche pounsoninge of chisels 
to maken holes, so muche daggmge of 
shores, / forth -with the superflmtee in 
lengthe of the forseide gounes, trailmge 
in the dong and in the myre, on horse 
and eek on fote, as wel of man as of 
womman, that al thilke trailing is verraily 
as in effect wasted, consumed, thredbare, 
and roten with donge, rather than it is 
yeven to the povre , to greet damage of 
the forseyde povre folk / And that in 
sondry wyse this is to seyn, that the 
more that clooth is wasted, the more it 
costeth to the peple for the scantnesse , / 420 
and forther-over, if so be that they wolde 
5 oven swich pounsonedand flagged cloth- 
ing to the povre folk, it is nat convenient 
to were for hir estaat, ne sufiisant to bete 
hir necessitee, to kepo hem fro the dis- 
temperance of the firmament / Ijpon 
that other syde, to speken of the horrible 
disordinat scantnesse of clothing, as been 
thise cutted sloppos or hainselins, that 
thurgh hir shortnesse ne covere nat the 
shameful membros of man, to wikked 
entente / Allas’ somme of hemshewen 
the boce of hir shap, and the horrible 
swollen membres, that someth lyk the 
maladie of himia, in the wrappinge of hir 
hoses , / and eek the buttokes of hem 
faren as it were the hindre part of a she 
ape in the fulle of the mone / And (350 
more-over, the wrecched swollen mem- 
bres that they shewe thurgh the degy- 
smge, in departinge of hir hoses m whyt 
and reed, someth that half hir shameful 
pnvee membres weren flayn / And if 425 
so be that they departen hire hoses in 
othere colours, as is whyt and blak, or 
whyt and blew, or blak and reed, and so 
forth , / thanne someth it, as by variance 
of colour, that half the partie of hir 
pnvee membres were corrupt by the iyr 
of semt Antony, or by cancre, or by other 
swich meschaunce / Of the hindre part 
of hir buttokes, it is ful hornble for to 
see For certes, in that partie of hir 
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body ther-as they purgen hir stinkinge 
ordure, / that foule partie shewo they to 
the peple proudly in despyt of honestetee, 
the which honestetee that Jeau ^Crist 
and hise freendes ohservede to shewen in 
hir lyve / Now as of the outrageous 
array of wommen, god woot, that though 
the visages of somme of hem seme ful 
chaast and debonaire, yet notifie they in 
hir array of atyr likerousnesse and 
^^0 pryde / I sey nat that honestetee in 
cloth inge of man orwomman is uncoven- 
able, but certes the superfluitee or dis- 
ordinat scantitee of clothmge is reprev- 
able / Also the sinne of aornement or 
of apparaille is in thinges that apertenen 
to rydinge, as in to manye delicat horses 
that been holden for delyt, that been so 
faire, fatte, and costlewe , / and also to 
many a \icious knave that is sustened by 
cause of hem , in to curious harness, as 
in sadeles, in crouperes, peytrels, and 
brydles cohered with precious clothing 
and riche, barres and plates of gold and 
of silver / For which god seith by 
Zakarie the prophote, ‘ I wol confounde 
560) the ryderes of swicho horses ’ / This 
folk taken litel reward of the rydinge of 
goddes sone of hevene, and of his liarneys 
whan he rood up-on the asse, and ne 
hadde noon other hameys but the povre 
clothes of hise disciples , ne wo ne rede 
435 nat that evere he rood on other beest / 
I speke tins for the siiine of superfluitee, 
and nat for reasonable honestetee, whan 
reson it requyreth / And forther, certes 
pryde is greetly notified in holdinge of 
greet meinee, whan they be of litel profit 
or of right no profit / And namely, 
whan that meinee is felonous and dama- 
geous to the peple, by liardinesse of heigh 
lordshipe or bv wey of offices / For 
certes, swiche lordes sellen thanne liir 
lordshipe to the devel of belle, whanne 
they Bustenen the wikkednesse of hir 
meinee / Or elles whan this folk of 
lowe degree, as thilke that holden hostel- 
ries, sustenen the thefte of hir hostilers, 
(440 and that is in many manere of deceites / 
Thilke manere of folk been the flyes that 
folwen the hony, or elles the houndes 


that folwen the careyne Rwiche for- 
seyde folk stranglen spiritually hir lord- 
shipes , / for which thus seith David the 
prophete, ‘ wikked doeth mote come uji-on 
thilke lordshipes, and god yeve that they 
mote descenden in to helle al doun , for 
in hir houses been iniquitees and shrewed- 
nesses,’ and nat god of hevene / And 
certes, but-if they doon amendement, 
right as god jaf his benison to *1 Laban by 
the service of Jacob, and to fPharao by 
the service of Joseph, right so god wol 
yeve his malison to swiche lordshipes as 
sustenen the wikkednesse of hir ser- 
vaunts,but-if they come to amendement / 
Pryde of the table appereth eek ful ofte , 
for certes, riche men been cleped to 
festes, and povre folk been put awey and 
rebuked / Also in cxcesse of diverse (370) 
metes and drinkcs , and namely, swiche 
manere bake metes and dish-metes, bren- 
nmge of wilde fyr, and pejmted and 
castolled with papir, and semblablo west , 
so that it 18 abusion for to thinke / And 445 
eek in to greet preciousnesse of vessel and 
curiositee of minstralcie, by whiche a man 
IS stired the more to delyces of luxune, / 
if BO be that lie sette his herte the lasse 
up on oure lord Jesu Cnst, certem it is 
a sinne , and certeinly the delyces mighte 
been so grete in this caas, that man mighte 
lightly falle by hem in-to deedly sinne / 

The especes that sourden of Pryde, soothly 
whan they sourden of malice ymagined, 
avysed, and forncast, or elles of usage, 
been deedly synnes, it is no doute / And 
whan they sourden by freletee unavysed 
sodeinly, and sodeinly withdrawen ayein, 
r 1 been they grevouse sinnes, I gesse that 
they ne been nat deedly / Now mighte 
men axe wher-of that Pryde sourdeth 
and springeth, and I seye somt3mie it 
springeth of the goodes of nature, and 
som-tyme of the goodes of fortune, and 
som-tyme of the goodes of grace / Certes, 45^ 
the goodes of nature stonden outher in 
goodes of body or in goodes of soule / 
Certes, goodes of body been hele of body, 
as Btrengthe, delivemesse, beautee, gen- 
trye, franchise / Goodes of nature of 
the soule been good wit, sharp under- 
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stondynge, subtil eugin, vertu naturel, 
good memorie / Goodes of fortune been 
richesses, highe degrees of lord^ipes, 
(^80) preismgesoftliepeple / Goodes of grace 
been science, poorer to suffre spintuel 
trftvaille, benignitee, vertnous contem- 
placion, withstondinge of temptaoion, 
455 and semblable tliinges / Of whiclie for- 
seyde goodes, certes it is a ful greet folye 
a man to pryden him in any of hem 
alle / Now as for to speken of goodes of 
nature, god woot that som-tyme we ban 
hem in nature as muche to oure damage 
as to oure profit / As, for to speken 
of hele of body, certes it passeth ful 
lightly, and eek it is ful ofte encheson of 
the siknesse of oure soule , for god woot, 
the flesh is a ful greet enemy to the 
soule and therfore, the more that the 
body IS hool, the more be we in peril to 
folle / Eke for to pryde him in his 
Strengthe of body, it is an heigh folye , 
for certes, the flesh coveiteth agayn the 
Spirit, and ay the more strong that the 
flesh IS, the sorier may the soule be / 
and, over al this, strengthe of body and 
worldly hardinesse causeth ful ofte many 
460 a man to peril and meschaunce / Eek 
for to pryde him of his gentrye is ful 
greet folye , for ofte tyme the gontiye of 
the body binimeth the gentrye of the 
sonle , and eek we ben alle of 0 fader and 
of o moder , and alle we been of o nature 
roten and corrupt, both riche and povre / 
For sothe, 00 manere gentrye is for to 
preise, that apparaiUeth mannes corage 
with vertues and moralitees, and maketh 
him Cnstes child / For trusts wel, that 
over what man smne hath maistne, he is 
a verray cherl to smne / 

§ 28 Now been ther generate signes of 
gentilesse, as eschewmge of wee and 
nbaudye and servage of smne, in word, 
(390) in werk, and contcnance , / and uamge 
vertu, curteisye, and clennesse, and to be 
liberal, that is to seyn, large by mesure , 
for thilke that passeth mesure is folye 
465 and smne / Another is, to remembre 
him of bountee that he of other folk hath 
receyved / Another is, to be benigne to 
hise goode subgetis, wherfore, as seith 


Senek, ‘ ther is no-thing more covenable 
to a man of heigh estaatthan debonairetee 
and pifceo / And therfore thise flyes that 
men ^clepeth beea, whan they maken hir 
kmg, they cliesen oon that hath no pnkke 
wherwith he may stmge ’ / Another is, 
a man to have a noble herte and a dili- 
gent, to attayne to heighe vertuouse 
thmges / Now certes, a man to pryde 
him m the goodes of grace is eek an ont- 
rageous folye , for tlnlke yiftes of grace 
that sholde have turned him to goodnesse 
and to medicine, tnmeth him to venim 
and to confusion, as seith semt Gregone / 470 
Certes also, who-so prydeth him in the 
goodes of fortune, he is a ful greet fool , 
for som-tyme is a man a greet lord by the 
morwe, that is a caitif and a wrecche er 
it be night / and somtyme the richesse 
of a man is cause of his deeth , somtyme 
the delycoB of a man is cause of the 
grevous maladye thurgh which he dyeth / 
Certes, the commendacion of the peple 18 
somtyme ful fals and ful brotel for to 
triste, this day they preyse, tomorwe 
they blame / God woot, desyr to have 
commendacion of the peple hath caused 
deeth to many a bisy man (4o< 

Remedmm contra peccatum Superbie 
§ 29 Now sith that so is, that ye ban 
understonde what is pryde, and whiche 
been the speces of it, and whennes pnde 
sourdeth and spnngeth , / now shul ye 47^ 
understonde which is the remedie agayns 
the smne of pryde, and that is, humilitee 
or mekenesse / That is a vertu, thurgh 
which a man hath verray knoweleche of 
him-self, and holdeth of him self no prys 
ne deyntee as in regard of hise desertes, 
considermge evere his freletee / Now 
been ther three maneres of humilitee , as 
humilitee in herte, and another humilitee 
in his mouth , the thndde in hise werkes / 

The humihtee in herte is in foure maneres 
that oon 18, whan a man holdeth him-self 
as noght worth biforn god of hevene 
Another Is, whan he ne despyseth noon 
other man / The thriddo is, whan he 
rekketh nat thogh men holde him noght 
worth The ferthe is, whan he nis nat 




T § 3o] 


I (pweottee 


691 


^8o sory of his humiliacion / Also, the hu- 
militee of mouth is in foure thinges in 
attempree speche, and m humblesse of 
speche, and whan he biknoweth with his 
owene mouth that he is swich as him 
thinketh that he is in his herte Another 
IS, whan he preiseth the bountee ot 
another man, and nothing ther-of amen- 
useth / Humilitee eek in werkes is m 
foure maneres , the firste is, whan he 
putteth othere men bifom him The 
seconde is, to chese tlie loweste plsice 
over al The thndde is, gladly to assente 
to good conseil / The fertho is, to stonde 
gladly to tlie award of hise sovoreyns, or 
of him that is in hyer degree , ccrtein, 
this is a greet werk oi humilitee / 

Sequitur de Inuidia 
§ 30 Alter Prydo wol I speken of the 
foule sinne ol Envye, which is, as by the 
word of the philosophre, sorwe of other 
mannes prospentee , and after the word 
of seint Augustin, it is sorwe of other 
mannes wele, and joye of othere mennes 
10) harm / This foule sinne is platly agayns 
the holy goost Al-be it so that every 
sinne is agayns the holy goost, yet nathe- 
lees, for as muche as bountee aperteneth 
propiely to the holy goost, and Envye 
comtli propiely of malice, theifore it is 
proprely agayn the bountee ot the holy 
485 goost / Now hath malice two speces, 
that IS to seyn, hardnesse of herte in 
wikkednesse, or elles tho flesh ot man is 
so blind, that he ( onsidereth nat that he 
IS in sinno, or rekketh nat that he is in 
sinne, which is the hardnesse ol the 
devel / That other spece of malico is, 
whan a man werreyoth trouthe, whan he 
woot that it is trouthe eek, whan 

he werreyoth the grace that god hath 
yeve to his neighohore , and al this is by 
Envye / Cortes, thanne is Envye the 
worsto sinne that is For sootlily, alle 
othere smnes been som-tymo only agayns 
o special vertu , / but certes, Envye is 
agayns alle vertues and agayns alle good' 
nesses , for it is sory of alle the bountees 
of his neighebore , and in this manere it 
IS divers from alle othere smnes. / For 


wel unnethe is ther any sinne that it ne 
hath som delyt in itself, save only Envye, 
that evere hath in itself anguish and 
sorwe / The speces of Envye been thise 490 
ther 18 first, sorwe of other mannes good- 
nesse and of his prospentee, and pros- 
pentee is kindely matere of joye , thanne 
18 Envye a sinne agayns kinde / The 
seconde speco of Envye is joye ot other 
mannes harm , and that is proprely lyk 
to tho devel, that evere rojoyseth him of 
mannes harm / Of thise two speces 
comth bakbyting , and this sinne of bak- 
byting or detraccion hath certeme speces, 
as thus Som man preiseth his neighe- 
boro by a wikke entente , / for he maketh 
alwey a wikked knotte atte laste ende 
Alwey ho maketh a ‘ but ’ atte laste ende, 
that IS digne of more blame, than worth 
IS al the preismge / The seconde spece (420) 
is, that it a man be good and dooth or 
seith a thing to good entente, the bakbyter 
wol turne all thilke goodnesse up-so^ioun 
to his shrewed entente / The thndde 49S 
IS, to amenuse the bountee of his neighe- 
bore / The fourthe spece of bakbyting 
is this , that it men speke goodnesse of 
a man, thanne wol the bakbyter seyn, 

‘ parley, swich a man is yet bet than ho ’ , 
m dispreismge of him that men preise / 

The fifte spece is this , for to consent© 
gladly and herkne gladly to the haim 
that men speko of other folk This sinne 
IS ful greet, and ay encroseth after the 
wikked entente of tho bakbyter / After 
bakbyting comoth grucchmg or mur- 
muracion , and somtyme it sprmgeth of 
mpacience agayns god, and somtyme 
agayns man / Agayns god it is, whan 
a man gruccheth agayn the pcynes ot 
hollo, or agayns poverte, or los of oatel, 
or agayn reyn or tempest , or elles gruc- 
cheth that shrewes han prospentee, or 
elles for that goode men han adversitee / 500 
And alle thise thinges sholde men suffre 
paciently, for they comen by the rightful 
jugement and ordinance of god / Som- 
tyme comth grucchmg of avarice , as 
Judas grucched agayns the Magtla- 
leyne, whan the onojmte the heved of 
cure lord Jesu Crist with hir precious 
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oynement / This maner murmure is 
swich as "whan man gruccheth of good- 
nesso that him self dooth, or that other 
folk doon of hir owene catel / Som- 
tjrme comth mnrmnre of Pryde , as whan 
Simon the Pharisee gnicched agayn the 
Magdaleyne, whan she approched to Jesu 
(430) Crist, and m eep at his feet for hir sinnes / 
And somtvme grucching soiirdeth of 
Envye , whan men discovoroth a mannes 
harm that was pn\ oe, or hereth him on 
505 bond thing that is fals / Murmure eek 
IS ofte amonges servaunts, that grucchen 
whan hir sovereyns bidden hem doon 
leveful thinges , / and, for-as-muche as 
they dar nat openly withseje the co- 
maundements of hir sovereyns, yet wol 
they seyn harm, and gnicche, and mur- 
mure prively for verray despyt , / -w luche 
wordes men clepen the develes Pater- 
noster, though so be that the devel ne 
hadde nevero Pater-noster, but that lewed 
folk yeven it swich a name / Som tyme 
grucching comth of ire or pnve hate, 
that norisseth rancour m herte, as after- 
ward I shal declare / Thanne cometh 
eek bittemesse of herte, thurgh which 
bittemesse every good dede of his neighe- 
510 bor semeth to him bitter and unsavory / 
Thanne cometh discord, that unbmdetli 
alle manere of frendshipo Thanne comth 
scorninge, as whan a man seketh occa- 
sioun to anoyen his neighebor, al do he 
never so weel / Thanne comth accu- 
smge, as whan man seketh occasion to 
anoyen his neighebor, which that is lyk 
to the craft of the devel, that waiteth 
bothe night and day to accusen us alle / 
Thanne comth malignitee, thurgh which 
a man anoyeth lus neighebor prively if 
he may , / and if he noght may, algate 
his wikked wil ne shal nat wanto, as for 
to brennen his hous prively, or empoy- 
sone or sloen hise bestes, and semblable 
(440) thinges / 

Remedium contra peccatum Inuidie 

§ 31 Now wol I speke of the remedie 
agayns this foule sinne of Envye First, 
is the love of god principal, and loving of 
his neighebor as him-self, for soothly. 


that oon ne may nat been withoute that 
other / And truste wel, that in the 5^5 
name of thy neigheboro thou shalt under- 
stonde the name of thy brother, for 
certes alle we have 0 fader fleshly, and 

0 moder, that is to seyn. Ad im and E^ e , 
and eek o fader espintuol, and that is god 
of hevene / Thy neighebore artow holden 
for to love, and wilne him alle goodnesso , 
and therfore seith god, ‘ lo\e thy neighc 
bore as thjselve,’ that is to seyn, to 
salvacion bothe of lyf and of soule / 
And more over, thou shalt lo^ 0 him iii 
word, and in benigne amonestmge, and 
chastysinge , and conforten him in hise 
anoves, and prcye for him with al thyn 
herte / And in dodo thou shalt love 
him m swich wyse, that thou shalt doon 
to him m charitee as thou w oldest that it 
were doon to thyn owene porsone / And 
theifore, thou ne shalt doon him no 
damage in wikked word, ne harm in his 
body, ne in his catel, ne in his soule, by 
entysing of wikked ensample / Tliou 5-0 
shalt nat desy’ren his wyf, ne none of hise 
thmges Undorstond eek, that in the 
name of neighebor is comprehended his 
enemy / Certes man shal loven Ins 
enemy by the comandement of god , and 
soothly thy frend shaltow love in God / 

1 seye, thyn enemy shaltow love for goddos 
sake, by his comandement For if it 
were reson that a man sholde haten Ins 
enemy, for sothe god nolde nat receiven 
us to his love that been hise enemys / 
Agayns throe manere of wronges that 
his enemy dooth to hym, he shal doon 
three thinges, as thus / Agayns hate (45 
and rancour of herte, he shal love him in 
herte Agayns chyding and wikked e 
wordes, he shal preye for his enemy 
And agayn the wikked dede of his enemy, 
he shal doon him bountee / For Crist 52J 
seith, ‘ loveth youre enemys, and preyeth 
for hem that speke yow harm , and eek for 
hem that yow chaccn and pursewen, and 
doth bountee to hem that yow haten ' liO, 
thus comaundeth us cure lord Jesu Crist, 

to do to oure enemys / For soothly, 
nature diyveth us to loven cure freendes, 
and parfey, cure enemys ban more nede 
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to love than our freendes , and they that 
more nede have, certes, to hem shal men 
doon goodnesse , / and certes, in thilke 
dede have we remembrance of the love 
of J esn Crist, that deyde for hise enemys / 
And in-as-muche as thilke love is the 
more grevous to penfoume, in so-muche 
IS the more gretter the mente , and ther- 
fore the lovinge of onre enemy hath con- 
founded the venim of the de\el / For 
right as the devel is disconfited by humi- 
litee, right so is he wounded to the deeth 
530 by lo\e of onre enemy / Certes, thanne 
is love the medicine that casteth out the 
venim of Envye fro mannes herte / The 
speces of tins pas shullen be more largely 
in hir chapitres folwmge declared / 

Sequitur de Ira 

§ 32 After Envye wol I discryven the 
sinne of Ire For soothly, who so hath 
envye upon his neighebor, anon he wole 
comunly finde liim a matere of wratthe, 
in word or in dede, agayns him to whom 
he hath en'vye / And as wel comth Ire 
of Pryde, as of Envye , for soothly, he 
that 18 proudo or envious is lightly 
[60) wrooth / 

§ 38 This sinne of Ire, after the dis- 
cryving of seint Augustin, is wikked wil 
5^5 to been avenged by word or by dede / 
Ire, after the philosophre, is the fervent 
blood of man y-quiked in lus herte, thurgh 
which he wole harm to him that he hateth / 
For certes the herte of man, by esohaufinge 
and moevinge of his blood, wexeth so 
trouble, that ho is out of alle jugement of 
resoun / But ye shal understonde that 
Ire is in two manores , that oon of hem 
IS good, and that other is wikkod / The 
godolreisbyjalousyo of goodnesse, thurgh 
which a man is wrooth with wikkednesso 
and agayns wikkednesse, and therfore 
seith a wys man, that ‘ Ire is bet than 
pley ’ / This Ire is with debonairetee, 
and it IS urooth withouten bittemesse, 
nat wrooth agayns the man, but wrootli 
with the misdedo of the man , as seith tho 
prophete David, Irascimini et nohte pec- 
*140 care / Now understondeth, that wikked 
Ire is in t'<AO moneres, that is to seyn, 


sodeyn Ire or hastif Ire, withouten avise- 
ment and consentinge of resoun / The 
mening and the sens of this is, that the 
resoun of man ne consente nat to thdke 
sodeyn Ire , and thanne it is venial. / 
Another Ire is ful wikked, that comth of 
felonye of herte avysed and cast biforn , 
with wikked wil to do vengeance, and 
therto his resoun consenteth , and soothly 
this is deedly sinne / This Ire is so dis- 
plesant to god, that it troubleth his hous 
and chaceth the holy goost out of mannes 
soule, and wasteth and destroyeth the 
lyknesse of god, that is to seyn, the vertu 
that 18 in mannes soule , / and put in ( 47 o) 
him tho lyknesse of the devel, and 
bimmeth the man fro god that is his 
rightful lord / This Ire is a ful greet 545 
plesaunce to the devel, for it is the 
develes fourneys, that is eschaufed with 
the fyr of helle / For certes, right so as 
fyr IS more mighty to destroy en erthely 
thinges than any other element, right so 
Ire IS mighty to destroyen alle spirituel 
thinges / Loke how that fyr of smale 
gledes, that been almost dede under 
osslien, wollen quike agayn whan they 
been touched with brimstoon , right so 
Ire wol everemo quiken agayn, whan it 
IS touched by tho pryde that is covered in 
mannes herte / For certes fyr ne may 
nat comen out of no-thing, but-if it were 
first in the same thing naturolly , as fyr 
18 drawen out of flmtes with steel / And 
right so as pryde is ofte tyme matere of 
Ire, right so is rancour nonce and Leper 
of Ire / Ther is a maner tree, as seith 550 
seint Isidro, that whan men maken fyr 
of thilke tree, and covero the coles of it 
with asshen, soothly the fyr of it wol 
lasten al a yeer or more / And right so 
fareth it of rancour , whan it is ones con- 
ceyved in the hertes of som men, certein, 
it wol lasten peraventuro fiom oon Estre- 
day unto another Esti e-day, and more / 

But certes, thilke man is ful fer fro the 
mercy of god al thilke while / 

§ 84 In this forseyde develes fourneys 
ther forgen three shrowes Pryde, that 
ay bloweth and encreseth the fyr by ohyd- 
inge and wikked wordes / Thanne stant (4^) 
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Enwe, and holdeth the hete iren upon 
the lierte of man "with a peire of longe 
‘)55 tonges of long rancour / And thanne 
stant the smne of contumelie or stryf and 
cheeste, and hatereth and forgeth by 
vileyns reprevmges / Certes, this cursed 
Smne anoyeth bothe to the man liim-self 
and eek to Ins neighebor For soothly, 
almost al the harm that any man dooth 
to liis neighebore comth of wratthe / 
For certes, outrageous ■wratthe doth al 
that evere the devel him comaundeth , 
for he ne spareth neither Crist, ne his 
S'wete mooder f And in his outrageous 
anger and Ire, alias ’ alias ’ ful many oon 
at that tyme feleth in his herte ful ivik- 
kedly, bothe of Cnst and of alle liise 
halwes / Is nat this a cursed vice ? Yis, 
certes Allas ’ it bmimeth from man his 
wit and his resoun, and al his debonaire 
560 l3rf espirituel that sholde kepen his soule / 
Certes, it binimetli eek goddes due lord- 
shipe, and that is mannes soule, and the 
love of hise neighebores It stryvoth eek 
alday agayn trouthe It reveth him the 
quiete of his herte, and subverteth his 
soule / 

§35 Of Ire comon tliise stmkmge 
engendrures first hate, that is old 
wratthe, discord, thurgh which a man 
forsaketh his olde freend that he hath 
loved ful longe / And thanne cometh 
werre, and every manere of -wrong that 
man dooth to his neighebore, in body or 
in catel / Of this cursed smne of Ire 
comoth eek manslaughtre And under- 
Btonde wel, that homicyde, that is man- 
slaughtre, IS in dyverse -wyse Som manere 
(490) of homicyde IS spmtuel, and som 18 bodily / 
Spintuel manslaughtre is m six thinges 
First, by hate, as semt John seith, ‘he 
565 that hateth his brother is homicide’/ 
Homicyde is eek by bakbytmge , of whiche 
bakbyteres seith Salomon, that ‘ they han 
two swerdes with whiohe they sleeti hir 
neighebores ‘ For soothly, as wikko is to 
bmime his good name as his lyf / Homi- 
cyde IS eek, in yevinge of wikked conseil 
by fraude, as for to yeven conseil to 
areysen -wrongful custtunes and taillages / 
Of whiche seitl^ Salomon, ‘ Leon rorynge 
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and here hongrybeen lyke to the cruel 
lordshipes,’ in withholdmge or abregginge 
of the shepe (or the liyre), or of the wages 
of servaunts, or elles in usure or in with- 
drawinge of the almesse of povre folk / 
For which the -wyse man seith, ‘fedeth 
him that almost dyeth for honger ’ , for 
soothly, but if thou fede him, thou sleest 
him , and alle thise been deedly sinnes / 
Bodily manslaughtre is, whan thow sleest 
him with thy tongo in other manere , as 
whan thou comandest to sleen a man, or 
elles yevest him conseil to sleen a man / 
Manslaughtre in dede is in foure maneres 
That oon is by lawo , right as a justice 
dampnoth him that is coupable to the 
deeth But lat the justice be war that he 
do it rightfully, and that he do it nat for 
delyt to spille blood, but for kopinge of 
rightwisenesse / Another homicyde is, 
that IS doon for necessitee, as whan o man 
sleeth another in his defendaunt, and 
that he ne may noon otherwise escape 
from Ins owene deeth / But certemly, 
if he may escape withouton manslaughtre 
of his adversaiie, and sleeth him, lie doth 
smne, and he shal here penance as for 
doodlv siiiiic / he k if a man, by caas or 
avonturo, shete an or-w e or caste a stoon 
with which he sleeth a man, he is homi- 
tyde / Eek if a womman by necligence (s 
overlyeth hir child in hir sleping, it is 
homicyde and deedly sinno / Eek whan 
man destourbeth concepcion of a child, 
and maketh a womman outlier hareyne 
by dnnkingo venemouse herbes, thurgh 
which she may nat conceyve, or sleeth 
a child by drinkes wilfully, or cUes put- 
teth certeine material thinges in hir 
seoree places to slee the child , / or elles 
doth unkindely smne, by which man or 
womman shedeth hir nature in manero 
or in place ther as a child may nat be 
conceived , or elles, if a womman have 
conceyved and hurt hir-self, and sleeth 
the child, yet is it homicyde / What 
seye we eek of wommen that mordren hir 
children for drede of worldly shame? 
Certes, an horrible homicyde / Homi- 
cyde is eek if a man approcheth to a 
womman by desir of lecherye, thurgh 
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vrluch thd child is penssed, or dies 
smyteth a womman witingly, thui^h 
which she leseth hir child Alle thise 
been homicydes and horrible deedly 
smnes / Yet comen ther of Ire manye 
mo Binnes, as wel in word as in thoght 
and m dede , as he that arretteth upon 
god, or blameth god, of thing of which he 
IS him-self gilty , or despyseth god and 
alle hise halwes, as doon thise cursede 
580 hasardours in diverse contrees / This 
cursed sinne doon they, whan they felen 
in hir hertes ful wikkedly of god and of 
hise halwes / Also, whan they treten 
unreverently the sacremeiit of the auter^ 
thilke sinne is so greet, that unnethe 
may it been relesed, but that the mercy 
of god passeth alle hise werkes , it is so 
greet and he so benigne / Thanne comth 
of Ire atti y angre , whan a man is sharply 
amonested in his shrilte to forleten his 
sinne, / than wole he be angry and 
answeren hokerly and angrily, and delfon- 
den or eKcusen his smne by unstedefast* 
nease of lus flesh , or elles he dide it for 
to holde companyo with hise felawes, or 
10) elles, he seith, the fend entyced him , / 
or elles he dido it for his youthe, or elles 
his complexioun is so corageous, that he 
may nat fprbere , or elles it is his destinee, 
as he seith, unto a certoin age , or elles, 
he seith, it cometh him of gentillesse of 
hise auncestres , and semblable thinges / 
Alle this manere of folk so wrappen hem 
in hir sinnes, that they no wol nat deli- 
vere hem self For soothly, no wight that 
excuseth him wilfully of his sinne may 
nat been delivered of his sinne, til that 
he mekely biknoweth his sinne / After 
this, thanne cometh swermg, that is 
expres agayn the comandement of god , 
and this bifalleth ofte of anger and of 
Ire / God seith ‘thou shalt nat take 
the name of thy lord god in veyn or in 
ydel ’ Also oure lord Jesu Crist seith by 
the word of seint Mathew ‘ NoUte mmi e 
ommno / ne wol ye nat swero in alle 
manere, neither by hevene, for it is 
goddes trone , ne by erthe, for it is the 
bench of his feet , ne by Jerusfdem, for it 
jys the citee of a greet king ^ ne by thyn 


heed, for thou mayst nat make an heer 
whyt ne blak / But seyoth by youre 
word, “ye, ye,” and “nay, nay”, and 
what that is mere, it is of yvel,’ seith 
Cnst / For Cristes sake, no swereth nat S90 
so sinfully, in dismembringe of Crist by 
soule, herte, bones, and body For certes, 
it semeth that ye thinke that the cursede 
Jewes ne dismembred nat y nough the 
preciouse persons of Cnst, but ye dis- 
membre him more. / And if so be that 
the lawe compcUo yow to swere, thanne 
rule yow after the lawe of god in youre 
swermg, as seith Jeremye quarto capttulo^ 

‘ lurdbia m ventate^ in ludtcto et in luoiicva p 
thou shalt kepo three condicions, thog 
shalt swero in trouthe, in doom, and in 
rightwisnesse ’ / This is to seyn, thou 
slialt swere sooth , for every lesinge is 
agayns Cnst For Cnst is vorray trouthe 
And think wel this, that every greet 
swerere, nat compelled lawefully to swere, 
the woundo shal nat departe from his 
hous whyl he useth swich unlevcful 
swermg / Thou shalt sweren eek in 
doom, whan thou art constreyned by thy 
domesman to witnessen the trouthe / (5ao| 
Eek thou shalt nat swere for envyo ne for 
favour, ne for mede, but for rightwis- 
nesse , for declaracioun of it to the wor- 
ship of god and helping of thyne evene- 
cristene / And therfore, every man that 595 
taketh goddes name in ydel, or falsly 
swereth with his mouth, or elles taketh 
on him the name of Cnst, to be called a 
Cristene man, and liveth agayns Cristes 
hvinge and his techinge, alle they taken 
goddes name m ydel / Loke eek what 
semt Peter seith, Actuum quarto capttulo^ 

‘ Non €ot altud novmt sulf ceio,’ &c ‘ Ther 
ms noon other name,’ seith semt Peter, 

‘ under hevene, yeven to men, m which 
they mow© be saved , ’ that is to seyn, but 
the name of Jesu Cnst / Take hope eek 
how that the precious name of Cnst, as 
seith semt Paul ad Phtltpenseo oecttndo^ 

‘ In nomine Jem, Jkc that m the name of 
Jesu ©very kne© of hevenely creatures, or 
erthely, or of hell© sholden bowe \ for it 
IS so heigh and so worshipful, that the 
cursedo feend ih hell© sholde tremblen to 
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heren it y-nempned / Thanne semeth 
it, that men that sweren so horribly by 
his blessed name, that they despyse him 
moreboldely than dide the cursede Jewes, 
or elles the devel, that trembleth whan 
he hereth his name / 

§ 36 Now certes, sith that swering, 
but-if it be lawefully doon, is so heighly 
deffended, muche worse is forswenng 
600 falsly, and yet nedelees / 

§ 87 What seye 0 eek of hem that 
delyten hem in swering, and holden it a 
gentne or a manly dede to swere grete 
othes ? And what of hem that, of verray 
usage, ne cesse nat to swere grete othes, 
al be the cause nat worth a straw? 
Certes, this IS horrible smne / Swermge 
sodejTily with-oute avysement is eek a 
smne / But lat us go now to thilke 
homble swenng of adjoracioun and con- 
juracioun, as doon thise false enchaun- 
toiirs or nigromanciens in bacins ful of 
water, or in a bright swerd, in a cercle, 
or in a fyr, or in a shulder-boon of a 
sheep / I can nat seye but that they 
doon cursedly and damnably, agayns 
30) Cnst and al the feith of holy chirche / 

§ 88 What seye we of hem that bileven 
m divynailes, as by flight or by noyse of 
briddes, or of bestes, or by sort, by geo- 
mancie, by dremes, by chirkmge of dores, 
or crakkinge of houses, by gnawynge of 
605 rattes, and swich manere wrecchednesse ? / 
Certes, al this thing is deffended by god 
and by al holy chirche For which they 
been acursed, til they come to amende- 
ment, that on swich filthe setten hir 
bileve / Charmesforwoundesormaladye 
of men, or of bestes, if they taken any 
effect, it may be peraventure that god 
suffreth it, for folk sholden yeve the more 
feith and reverence to his name / 

§ 39 Now wol I speken of lesinges, 
which generally is fals significacioun of 
word, m entente to deceyven his evene- 
enstene / Som losmge is of which ther 
comth noon avantage to no wight and 
som lesinge tometh to the ese or profit of 
o man, and to disese and damage of 
another man / Another lesinge is for 
to aaven his lyf orchis catet Another 


lesmge comth of delyt for to lye, m which 
delyt they wol forge a long tale, and 
peynten it with alle circumstaunces, 
where al the ground of the tale is fals / 6 w 
Som lesinge comth, for he wole sustene 
his word, and som lesinge comth ot 
recchelesnesse, with-outen avysement , 
and semblable thinges / 

§ 40 Lat us now touche the vyce of 
flatermge, which ne comth nat gladly but 
for drede or for coveitiso / Flaterye is 
generally wrongful preismge Flatererea 
been the develes nonces, that norissen 
hise children with milk of losengerie / 

For sothe, Salomon seith, that ‘ flaterie is 
wors than detraccioun ’ For som-tyme 
detraccion maketh an haute in man be 
the more humble, for he dredeth detrac- 
cion , but certes flaterye, that maketh a 
man to enhauncen his herte and his 
contenaunce / Flatoreres been the de- (540] 
\eles enchauntours , for they make a 
man to wene of him-self be lyk that he 
ms nat lyk / They been lyk to Judas 615 
that bitraysed [god , and thise flatereres 
bitraysen] a man to sollen him to his 
enemy, that is, to the devel / Flatereres 
been the develes chapelleyns, that singen 
evere Placebo / I reken e flaterye in the 
vyces of Ire , for ofto tymo, if o man be 
wrooth with another, thanne wol he 
flatere som wight to sustene him in his 
(juerele / 

§ 41 Spoke we now of swich cursmge 
as comth of irons herto Malisoun gener- 
ally maybe seyd every manor power of 
harm Swich cursmge bireveth man fro 
the regne of god, as seith semt Paul / 

And ofte tyme swich cursmge wrongfully 
retorneth agayn to him that curseth, as 
a brid that retorneth agayn to his owene 
nest / And over alle thmg men oghten 620 
eschewe to cursen hir children, and yeven 
to the devel hir engendrure, as ferforth 
as m hem is , certes, it is greet peril and 
greet smne / 

I 42 . Lat us thanne speken of cbydmge 
and reproche, whiche been ful grete 
woundes in mannes herte , for they un- 
gowen the semes of frendshipe m mannes 
herte, / For certes, unnethes may a man 
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pleynly been accorded, with liim that 
hath him openly tg\ yled and reproved in 
disclanndre This is a ful gnsly sinne, 
as Crist seith in the gospel. / And tak 
kepe now, that he that repreveth his 
neighobor, outher he repreveth him by 
som harm of peyne that he hath on his 
body, as ‘mesel,’ ‘croked harlot,’ or by 
3) som sinne that he dooth / Now if he 
reprove him by harm of peyne, thanne 
turneth the ropreve to Tesu Crist, for 
peyne is sent by the iightwys sonde of 
god, and by his suffrance, be it mesolne, 
625 or maheym, or maladye / And if he 
reprove him nncharitably of sinne, as, 

* thon holour,’ ‘thou dronkelewe harlot,’ 
and so forth , thanne aperteneth that to 
the rejoysinge of the devel, that evere 
hath joye that men doon sinne / And 
certes, chydinge may nat come but out of 
a vileyns herte For after the habun 
dance of the herte speketh the mouth ful 
ofte / And ye shul understonde that 
loke, by any wey, whan any man shal 
chastyso another, that he bo war from 
chydinge or reprevinge For trewely, but 
he be war, he may ful lightly quiken the 
fyr of angre and of wratthe, which that 
he sholde quenche, and per-aventure 
sleeth him which that he mighte chastyse 
with benignitoo / For as soith Salomon, 
‘ the amiable tonge is the tree of lyf,’ that 
IS to seyn, of lyf espirituel and sothly, a 
deslayee tonge sleeth the spintes of him 
that repreveth, and eek of liim that is 
reproved / Lo, what seith seint Augus- 
tin ‘ ther IS no-thing so lyk the develes 
child as he that ofte chydeth ’ Seint Paul 
seith eek ‘ I, 8er\ ant of god, bihove nat 
630 to chyde ’ / And how that chydinge be 
a vileyns thing bitwixe alle manere folk, 
yet it IS certes most uncovenable bitwixe 
a man and his wyf , for there is nevere 
reste And therfore seith Salomon, ‘an 
hous that is uncovered and droppinge, 
and a chydinge wyf, been lyke ' / A man 
that IS in a droppinge hous in many 
places, though he eschewo the droppinge 
in o place, it droppeth on him in another 
place , so fareth it by a chydinge wyf 
But she chyde him in 0 place, she wol 
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chyde him in another / And therfore, 

‘ bettre is a morsel of breed with joye than 
an hous ful of delyces, with chydinge,’ 
seith Salomon / Seint Paul seith ‘0 
ye wommen, be ye subgotes to yonre 
housbondes as bihoveth in god , and y e 
men, loveth youre wyves ’ Ad Colosaenses, 
teriio / (56<i) 

§ 43 Afterward speke we of scominge, 
winch IS a wikked sinne , and namely, 
whan he scorneth a man for hise gode 
werkes / For certes, swiche scomeres 635 
faren lyk the foule tode, that may nat 
endure to smelle the sote savour of the 
vyne whanne it florissheth / Thise 
scomeres been parting felawes with the 
devel , for they han joye whan the devel 
winneth, and sorwe whan he leseth / 
They been adversaries of Jesu Crist , for 
they haten that he loveth, that is to seyn, 
sahaoion of soule / 

§ 44 Speke we now of wikked conseil , 
for he that wikked conseil yeveth is a 
traytour For he deceyveth him that 
trusteth in him, ut Achito/el ad Ahsolonem 
But natheless, yet is his wikked conseil 
first agayn him-self / For, as seith the 
wyse man, every fals livinge hath this 
propertee in him self, that he that wole 
anoye another man, he anoyeth first 
him self / And men shul understonde, 640 
that man shal nat taken his conseil of 
fals folk, ne of angry folk, or grevous 
folk, ne of folk that loven specially to 
muchel hir owene profit, ne to muche 
worldly folk, namely, in conseilinge of 
soules / 

§ 4 ) Now comth the sinne of hem that 
sowen and maken discord amonges folk, 
which IS a sinne that Crist hateth outrely, 
and no wonder is For he deyde for to 
make concord / And more shame do 
they to Crist, than dide they that bun 
crucifyede, for god loveth bettre, that 
frendshipe be amonges folk, than he dide 
his owene body, the which that he yaf 
for unitee Therfore been they lykned 
to the devel, that evere been aboute to 
malcen discord / 

§ 46. Now comth the sinne of double 
tonge , Bwiche as speken faire bifom folk, 
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and wikkedly bihinde , or elles they 
makon semblant as though they speke 
of good entencioun, or elles m game and 
pley, and yet they speke of wikked 
(?7o) entente / 

§ 47 Now comth biwreying of conseil, 
thurgh which a man is defamed , certes, 
645 unnethe may he restore the damage / 
Now comth manace, that is an open 
folye , for he that ofte manaceth, he 
threteth more than he may perfoume 
ful ofte tyme / 

Now cometh ydel wordes, that is with- 
©uten profit of him that spekoth tho 
wordes, and eek of him that herkneth 
tho wordes Or elles ydel wordes been 
tho that been nedelees, or with-outen 
entente of natnrel profit / And al-be-it 
that ydel wordes been som tyme venial 
sinne, yet sholde men donten hem , for 
we shnl yeve rekeninge of hem bifore 
god / 

Now comth janglmge, that may nat 
been withoute sinne And, as seith 
Salomon, ‘it is a sinne of apert folye ’ / 
And therfore a philosophre seyde, whan 
men axed him how that men sholde plese 
the peple, and he answerde, ‘do many 
650 gode werkes, and spek fewe jangles ’ / 
After this comth the sinne of japeres, 
that been the develes apes, for they 
maken folk to langhe at hir japerie, as 
folk doon at the gaudes of an ape Swiche 
japeres deiFendeth semt Paul / Loke 
how that vertuouse wordes and holy 
conforteu hem that travaillen in the 
service of Crist, right so conforten the 
vileyns wordes and knakkes of japeris 
hem that travaillen in tho service of the 
devel / Thise been the sinnes that comen 
of the tonge, that comen of Ire .and of 
othere sinnes mo / 

Sequitur remedium contra peccatum Ire 
§ 48 The remedye agayns Ire is a 
vertu that men clepen Mansnetude, that 
is Dehonairetee , and eek another vertu, 
(580) that men caUen Pacience or SufFranoe / 
§ 49 Dehonairetee withdrawoth and 
refreyneth the stinnges and the moe- 
vynges of mannes corage m his herte, in 


swich manere that they ne skippe nat 
out by angre ne by Ire / SufFranoe 
sufFreth swetely alle the anoyaunces and 
the wronges that men doon to man out- 
ward / Semt Jerome seith thus of 
dehonairetee, that ‘ it doth noon harm to 
no wight, ne seith, ne for noon harm 
that men doon or seyn, he ne eschanfeth 
nat agayns his resoim’/ This vertu 
som tyme comth of nature , for, as Seith 
the philosophre, ‘ a man is a quik thing, 

1^ nature debonaire and tretable to 
goodnesse , but whan dehonairetee is 
enformed of grace, thanne is it the more 
worth ’ / 

§ 50 Pacience, that is another remedye 
agayns Ire, is a vertu that sufFreth 
swetely every mannes goodnesse, and is 
nat wrooth for noon harm that is doon 
to him / The philosophre seith, that 
‘pacience is thilke vertu that sufFreth 
debonairely alle the outrages of adven- 
sitee and every wikked word ’ / This 66( 
vertu maketh a man lyk to god, and 
maketh him goddes owene dere child, as 
seith Crist This vertu disconfiteth thyn 
enemy And therfore seith the wyse 
man, ‘ if thou wolt venquisse thyn enemy, 
lerne to sufFre ’ / And thou shalt under- 
stonde, that man sufFreth foure manere 
of grevances in outward thinges, agayns 
the whiche foure ho moot have foure 
manere of paciences / 

§ 51 Tho firste grevance is of wikkede 
wordes , thilke sufFrede Jesu Cnst with- 
outen grucching, ful paciently, whan the 
Jewes despysed and repreved him ful 
ofte / SufFre thou therfore paciently, 
for the wyse man seith ‘ if thou stryve 
With a fool, though the fool be wrooth or 
though ho laughe, algate thou shalt have 
no reske ’ / That other grevance outward (55 
IS to have damage of thy catel Ther- 
agayns suffrod Crist ful paciently, whan 
he was dcspoylod of al that he haddo 
in this lyf, and that nas but hise clothes / 66' 
The thridde grevance is a man to have 
harm in his body That suffred Cnst 
ful paciently in al his passioun / The 
fourthe grevance is m outrageous labour 
in werkes Wherfore I seye, that folk 
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that maken hir servants to travaillen to 
grevonaly, or out of tyme, as on halydaycs, 
soothly they do greet smne / Heer- 
agayns suifred Crist ful paciently, and 
taughte us pacience, whan he bar up-on 
his blissed shulder the oroys, up-on which 
he sholde suffren despitous deeth / Heer 
may men leme to be pacient , for certos, 
noght only Cristen men been pacient for 
love of Jesu Crist, and for guerdoun of 
the blisful lyf that is perdurable, but 
certes, the olde payens, that nevere were 
Cristene, commendeden and useden the 
vertu of pacience / 

§ 62 A philosophre up on a tyme, that 
wolde have beten his disciple for his greto 
trespas, for which he was grcetly amoeved, 
670 and broghte a yorde to scourge the child , / 
and whan tins cluld saugh the jerde, 
he seyde to Ins maister, ‘ what thenke ye 
to do?’ ‘I wol bote thee,’ quod the 
maister, ‘ for thy correccion ’ / ‘ For 

sothe,* quod the child, ‘yo oghten first 
oorrecte youre self, that han lost al youre 
pacience for the gilt of a child’ / ‘ For 
sothe,’ quod the maister al wepinge, ‘ thou 
seyst sooth, have thou the yerde, my 
dere sone, and correcte me for myn 
inpacienco ’ / Of Pacience comth Obe 
dience, tliurgh which a man is obedient 
to Cnst and to alle hem to whiohe he 
(xx)) oghte to been obedient in Crist / And 
understond wel that obedience is perfit, 
whan that a man doth gladly and hastily, 
with good herte entierly, al that ho 
675 sholde do / Obedience generally, is to 
perfoume the doctrine of god and of his 
sovereyns, to whiohe him oghte to ben 
obeisaunt in alle rightwysnesse ] 

Sequltur de Accidia 

§ 63 After the sinnes of Envie and of 
Ire, now wol I speken of the sinne of 
Accidie. For Envye blindeth the herte 
of a man, and Ire troubleth a man , and 
Accidie maketh him hevy, thoghtful, and 
wrawe / Envye and Ire maken bitter- 
nesse in herte , which bitternesse is 
moder of Accidie, and binimeth him the 
love of alle goodnesse Thanne is Accidie 
the anguissh of a trouble herte , and semt 


Augustin seith ‘ it is anoy of goodnesse 
and joye of harm ’ / Certes, this is a 
dampnable smne , for it doth wrong to 
(Jesu Crist, in as-muche as it bumneth 
the service that men oghte doon to Crist 
with alle diligence, as seith Salomon / 

But Accidie dooth no swich diligence, 
he dooth alle thing with anoy, and with 
wrawnesse, slaknesse, and excusacioun, 
and with ydelnesse and unlust , for which 
the book seith ‘ acursed be he that doth 
the service of god necligently ’ / Thanne 680 
IS Accidie enemy to evench estaat of man , 
for certes, the estaat of man is in three 
maneres / Outher it is th’estaat of inno- 
cence, as was th’estaat of Adam biforn 
that he til mto smne , in which estaat 
he was holden to wirche, as in heryinge 
and adourmge of god / Another estaat 
IS the estaat of sinful men, in which 
estaat men been holden to laboure in 
preymge to god for amendement of hir 
sinnes, and that he wole graunte hem to 
arysen out of hir sinnes / Another 
estaat is th’estaat of grace, m which 
estaat he is holden to werkes of penitence , 
and certes, to alle tliise thinges is Accidie 
enemy and contrarie For he loveth no 
bismesse at al / Now certes, this foule (610) 
smne Accidie is eek a ful greet enemy 
to the lyflode of the body , for it ne hath 
no purveaunce agaj n temporelueoessitee , 
for it forslewoth and forsluggeth, and 
dcstroyeth alle goodes temporeles by 
reccheleesnesse / 685 

^64 The fourthe thmge is, that Accidie 
is lyk to hem that been in the peyne of 
helle, by-cause of hir slouthe and of hir 
hevinesse , for they that been dampned 
been so bounde, that they ue may neither 
wel do ne wel tlunke / Of Accidie comth 
first, that a man is anoyed and encombred 
for to doon any goodnesse, and maketh 
that god hath abhominaoion of swich 
Accidie, as seith semt Johan / 

§ 66 Now comth Slouthe, ttiat wol nat 
suffre noon hardnesse ne no penaunce 
For soothly, Slouthe is so tendre, and so 
dehcat, as seith Salomon, that he wol 
nat suffre noon hardnesse ne penaunce, 
and therfore he shendeth al that ha 
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dootli / Agayns this roten-herted sinne 
of Accidie and Slonthe sholde men exer 
cise hem'Self to doon gode werkes, and 
manly and vertuously oacohen corage wel 
to doon , thmkinge that oure lord Jesu 
Crist quyteth every good dede, be it never 
so Ivte / Usage of labour is a greet 
thing , for it maketh, as seith seint Ber 
nard, the laborer to have stronge armes 
and harde sinwes , and Slouthe maketh 
690 hem feble and tendre / Thanne comth 
drede to biginne to werke any gode 
werkes , for certes, he that 13 enclyned 
to smne, him thmketh it is so greet an 
empryso for to undertake to doon werkes 
of goodnesse, / and casteth in his herte 
that the circumstaunces of goodnesse 
been so grevouse and so chargeaunt for 
to suffre, that he dar nat undertake to, 
do werkes of goodnesse, as seitli seint 
Gregorie / 

§ 56 Now comth wanliope, that is de- 
speir of the mercy of god, that comth 
somtyme oi to muche outrageous sorwe, 
and somtyme of to muche drede imagin- 
inge that he hath doon so muche sinne, 
that it wol nat avaiUen him, though he 
wolde repenten him and forsake sinne / 
thurgh which despeir or drede he abaun- 
doneth al his herte td every maner sinne, 
(620) as seitli seint Augustin / Which damp- 
nable sinne, if that it continue un-to his 
695 ende, itisclepedsmningmtheholygost / 
This horrible sinne is so perilous, that he 
that IS despeired, ther nis no felonye ne 
no smne that he douteth for to do, as 
shewed wel by Judas / Certes, aboven 
alle sinnes thanne is this sinne most 
displesant to Crist, and most adversarie / 
Soothly, he that despoireth him is lyk the 
coward champioim recreant, that seith 
creant withoute nede Allas ' alias ’ 
nedeles is he recreant and nedeles de- 
speired. / Certes, the mercy of god is 
evere redy to every penitent, and is 
aboven alle hise werkes / Allas! can 
nat a man bithmke him on the gospel oi 
semt Luk, 15 , where-as Crist seith that 
* as wel shal ther be joye m hevene upon 
a sinful man that doth penitence, as 
up-on nynety and nyne nghtful men 


that neden no penitence?’/ Loke farther, ^ 
m the same gospel, the joye and the 
feste of the gode man that hadde lost his 
sone, whan his sone with repentaunce 
was retourned to his fader / Can they 
nat remembren hem eek, that, as seith 
seint Luk xxttz^^ captiulo, how that the 
theef that was hanged bisyde Jesu Crist, 
seyde ‘Lord, remembre of me, whan 
thou comest into thy regne?’/ ‘For 
sothe,’ seyde Crist, ‘ I seye to thee, to-day 
shaltow been "w ith me in Paradys ’ / 
Certes, ther is noon so horrible smne of 
man, that it ne may, in his lyf, be de- 
stroyed by penitence, thurgh vertu of 
the passion and of the deeth of Crist / (6yi 
Allas ’ what nedeth man thanne to been 
despeired, sith that his mercy so redy is and 
large ? Axe and have / Thanne comoth 70'; 
Sompnolence, that is, sluggy slombrmge, 
which maketh a man be hevy and dul, in 
body and in soule , and this smne comth 
of Slouthe / And certes, the tyme that, 
by wey of resoun, men sholde nat slepe, 
that IS by the morwe , but if ther were 
cause resonable / For soothly, the morwe- 
tyde is most covenable, a man to seye his 
preyeres, and for to thmken on god, and 
for to honoure god, and to yeven almesse 
to the povre, that first cometh in the 
name of Crist / Lo ’ what seith Salomon 
‘ who-so wolde by the morwe awaken and 
seke me, he shal finde ’ / Thanne cometh 
Necligence, or recchelesnesse, that rek- 
keth of no-thmg And how that igno 
raunce bo moder of alle harm, certes, 
Necligence is the nonce / Necligence 710 
ne doth no fors, whan he shal doon a 
thing, whether he do it weel or baddelj / 

§ 67 Of the remedie of thise two smnes, 
as seith the wyse man, that ‘he that 
dredeth god, he spareth nat to doon that 
him oghte doon ’ / And he that loveth 
god, he wol doon diligence to plese god 
by his werkes, and abaundone him self, 
with al his might, wel for to doon / 
Thanne comth ydelnesse, that is the yate 
of alle harmes An ydel man is lyk to 
a place that hath no waUes , the develes 
may entre on every syde and sheten at 
him at discovert, by temptaoion on every 
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640) syde / This ydelnesse is the thnrrok of 
alle wikked and vilevns thoghtes, and of 
71^ alle jangles, trufles, and of alle ordure / 
Certes, tlie hevene is yeven to hem that 
wol lahouren, and nat to ydel folk Eok 
David seith that ‘they ne been nat in 
the labour of men, ne they shul nat been 
whipped with men,’ that is to seyn, in 
purgatorie / Certes, thanne semeth it, 
they shul be tormented with the devel 
in holle, but if they doon penitence / 

§ 58 Thanne comth the sinne that 
men clepen Tarditas, as whan a man is 
to latrede or taryinge, er ho wole turno 
to gcd , and certes, that is a greet folye 
He IS lyk to him that falleth in the dich, 
and wol nat aryse / And tins vyce 
comth of a fals hope, that he thinketh 
that he shal live longe, but that hope 
faileth ful ofte / 

§ 69 Thanne comth Lachesse , that is 
he, that whan he biginneth any good 
weik, anon he shal forleten it and stinten , 
as doon they that han any wight to 
govome, and ne taken of him na-more 
kepe, anon as they finden any contrarie 
720 or any anoy / Thiso been the newe 
shepherdes, that leten hir sheep witingly 
go renne to the wolf that is in the breres, 
or do no fors of hir owene govemaunce / 
Of this comth poverte and destruccioun, 
bothe of spiritual and temporel thinges 
Thanne comth a manere coldnesse, that 
fresoth al the herto of man / Thanne 
comth undevocioun, thurgh which a man 
is so blent, as seith seint Bernard, and 
hath swiche langour in soule, that he 
may neither rede ne singe in holy chirche, 
ne here ne thinke of no devocioun, ne 
travaille with hise handes in no good 
work, that it ms him unsa\oiy and al 
apalled / Thanne wexeth he slow and 
slombry, and sone vol be wrooth, and 
650) sone IS enclyned to hate and to envye / 
Thanne comth the sinne of worldly sorwe, 
swich as IS cleped indtctaf that sleoth 
725 man, as Seint Paul seith / For certes, 
swich sorwe werketh to the deeth of 
the soule and of the body also , for ther- 
of comth, that a man is anoyed of his 
owene lyf / Wherfore swich sorwe short- 


eth ful ofte the lyf of a man, er that hui 
tyme be come by wey of kinde. / 

Remedium contra peccatum Accidie 

§ 60 Agayns this horrible sinne of 
Accidie, and the branches of the same, 
ther IS a vertu that is called Fortxtudo 
or Strengthe, that is, an affeccioun 
thurgh which a man despyseth anoyous 
thinges / This vertu is so mighty and 
so vigorous, that it dar withstonde 
mightily and wysely kepen him self fro 
perils that been wikked, and wrastle 
agayn the assautes of the devel / For it 
enhaunceth and enforceth the soule, right 
as Accidie abateth it and maketh it 
feble For this Fortitudo may endure by 
long sulfraunce the travailles that been 
covenable / 730 

§ 61 This vertu hath manye speces , 
and the firste is cleped Magnanumtee, 
that IS to seyn, greet corage For certes, 
ther bihovcth greet corage agains Accidie, 
lest that it ne swolwe the soule by the 
sinne of sorwe, or destroys it by wan- 
hope / This vertu maketh folk to under- 
take harde thinges and grevouse thinges, 
by hir owene wil, wysely and resonably / 
And for as muchel as the devel fighteth 
agayns a man more by queyntise and by 
sleighte than by strengthe, therforo men 
shal withstonden him by wit and by 
resoun and by discrecioun / Thanne arn 
ther the vertues of feith, and hope in god 
and in hise semtes, to acheve and 
acomplice the gode werkes in the whiche 
he purposeth fermely to continue / 
Thanne comth seuretee or sikemesse, 
and that is, whan a man ne doutoth no 
travaille in tyme cominge of the gode 
werkes that a man hath bigonne / 735 
Thanne comth Magnificence, that is to 
seyn, whan a man dooth and perfourneth 
giete werkes of goodnesse that he hath 
bigonne , and that 13 the ende why that 
men sholde do gode werkes , for in the 
aoomplissinge of grete goode werkes lyth 
the grete guerdoun / Thanne is ther 
Constaunce, that is, staMenesse of oorage , 
and this sholde been in herte by stedefast 
feith, and in mouth, and in bermge, and 
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in chere and in dede / Eke ther been 
mo speciale remedies agams Accidie, m 
diverse werkes, and m consideracionn of 
the peynes of belle, and of the joyes of 
hevene, and in trust of the grace of the 
holy goost, that wole yeve him might to 
perfourne his gode entente / 

Sequitur de Auaricia 

§ 62 After Accidie wol I speke of 
Avarice and of Coveitise, of which smne 
geith seint Paule, that ‘ the rote of alle 
harmes is Coveitise’ Ad Timotheum, sexto 
capitulo / For soothly, whan the herte 
of a man is confounded in it-self and 
troubled, and that the soule hath lost the 
confort of god, thanne seketh he an ydel 
740 solas of worldly thinges / 

§ ^3 Avarice, after the descnpcion of , 
semt Augustin, is likerousnesse in herte 
to have erthcly thingcs / Som other 
folk seyn, that Avarice is, for to pur- 
chacen manye erthely thinges, and no ' 
thing yeve to hem that ban nede / And I 
understond, that Avarice ne stant nat ' 
onlv in lond ne catel, but somtyme in 
science and m glone, and in e\ ery manere j 
of outrageous thing is Avarice and 1 
Coveitise / And the difference bitwixe j 
Avarice and Coveitise is this Coveitise j 
IS for to covoite swicho thinges as thou I 
hast nat , and Avarice is for to withholde j 
and kepe swiche thmges as thou hast, 
170) with-oute rightful nedo / Soothly, this 
Avarice is a smne that is ful dampnable , 
for al holy writ curseth it, and speketh 
agayns that vyce , for it dooth wrong to 
745 Jesu Crist / For it bireveth him the 
love that men to him owen, and turneth 
it bakward agayns alle resoun , / and 
maketh that the avaricious man hath 
more hope in his catel than in .Tesu Cnst, 
and dooth more observance in kepingo of 
Ills tresor than he dooth to service of 
Jesu Cnst / And therfore seith seint 
Paul ad Ephmos, qmnto, that ‘ an 
avaricious man is m the thraldom of 
ydx>latne ’ / 

§ 64 What difference is bitwise an 
ydolfiBtre and an avaricious man, but 
that an ydolastre, per aventure, ne hath 


but o mawmet or two, and the avaricious 
man hath manye? For certes, every 
florin in his cofre is his mawmet / And 
certes, the smne of Mawmetrye is the 
firste thing that God deffended in the ten 
comaundments, as bereth witnesse Exodi, 
capttulo xx^ / ‘ Thou shalt have no false 75o 
goddes bifore me, ne thou shalt make 
to thee no grave thing’ Thus is an 
avaricious man, that loveth his tresor 
biforn god, an ydolastre, / tlmrgh this 
cursed smne of Avarice Of Coveitise 
comen thise harde lordshipes, thurgh 
whiche men been distreyned by tailages, 
custumes, and cariages, more than hir 
duetee or resoun is And eek they taken 
of hir bond© men amerciments, whiche 
mighton more resonably ben cleped 
extorcions than amerciments / Of whiche 
amerciments and raunsoninge of bonde- 
men, somme lordes stywardes seyn, that 
it IS rightful, for-as-muche as a cherl 
hath no temporel thing that it ne is his 
lordes, as they seyn / But certes, thise 
lordshipes doon wrong, that bireven hir 
bonde-folk thmges that they nevere yave 
hem Augustinus de Civitate^ lihro nono / (680) 
Sooth is, that the condicioun of thraldom 
and the firste cause of thraldom is for 
smne , Genesis, qumto J 7^,5 

§ 65 Thus may ye seen that the gilt 
disserveth thraldom, but nat nature / 
Wherfore thise lordes ne sholde nat 
muche glorifyen hem in hir lordshipes, 
sith that by naturel condicion they been 
nat lordes of thralles, but for that 
thraldom comth first by the desert of 
smne / And forther-over, ther as the 
lawe seith, that temporel godes of bonde- 
folk been the godes of hir lordshipes, ye, 
that IS for to understonde, the godes of 
the emperour, to deffenden hem m hir 
right, but nat for to robben hem ne reven 
hem / And therfore seith Seneca ‘ thy 
prudence sholde live benignely with thy 
thralles ’ / Thilke that thou clepest thy 
thralles been goddes peple , for humble 
I folk been Cnstes freendes, they been 
I contubemial with the lord / 760 

I § 66 Think eek, that of swioh seed as 
I cherles spnngeth, of swioh seed springen 
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lordes As wel may the cherl be saved as 
the lord / The same deeth that taketh 
the cherl, swioh deeth taketh the lord 
Wherfore I rede, do right so with thy 
cherl, as thou woldest that thy lord dide 
with thee, if thou were in his ply t / Every 
smful man is a cherl to sinne I rede 
thee, certes, that thou, lord, werke in 
swiche wyse with thy cherlea, that they 
rather love thee than drede / I woot wel 
ther is degree above degree, as reson is , 
and skilo it is, that men do hir devoir 
ther-as it is due , but certes, extorcions 
and despit of youre underliiiges is damp- 
90) nable / 

§ 67 And forthei-over understond wel, 
that thise conquerours or tiraunts maken 
tul ofto tlirallos ol hem, that been bom of 
as royal blood as been they that hem 
^05 oonqueren / This name of thraldom 
was nevoro erst couth, til that Noe seyde, 
that his sone Canaan sholdo be thral to 
hise brcthercn for his sinne / What 
seye we thanne of hem that pilen and 
doon extorcions to holj chirche ? Certes, 
the swerd, that men yeven first to 
a knight whan he is newe dubbed, signi- 
fyeth that he sholde deffenden holy 
chirche, and nat robben it no pilen it , 
and who so dooth, is tiaitour to Crist / 
And, as scith seint Augustin, ‘ they been 
the develes wolves, that stranglen the 
sheep of Josu Crist’, and doon worse 
than wolves / For soothly, whan the 
wolf hath ful Ins wombe, he stmteth to 
strangle sheep But soothly, the pilours 
and destroyours of goddes holy chirche 
ne do nat so , for they ne stinto nevere to 
pile / Now, as I have seyd, sith so is 
that sinne was first cause of thraldom, 
thanne is it thus , that thilke tyme that 
al this world was in smne, thanne was al 
this world in thraldom and subjeccioun. / 
But certes, sith the tyme of grace cam, 
god ordeyned that som folk sholde be 
more heigh in estaat and in degree, and 
som folk more lowe, and that everlch 
sholde be served in his estaat and in his 
degree / And therfore, in somme con- 
trees ther they byen thralles, wlian they 
ban turned hem to the feith, they maken 


hir thralles free out ol thraldoim And 
therfore, certes, the lord oweth to his 
man that the man oweth to his lord / 

The Pope calleth him-self servant of the 
servaunts of god, but for-as-muche as 
the estaat of holy chirche ne mighte nat 
han be, ne the commune profit mighte 
nat han be kept, ne pees and reste in 
orthe, but-if god hadde ordeyned that 
som men hadde hyer degree and som 
men lower / therfore was sovereyntee 
ordeyned to kepe and mayntene and 
deffenden hir underlmges or hir snbgets 
m resoun, as ferforth as it lyth in hir 
power, and nat to destroyen hem ne 
confounde / Wherfore I seye, that thilke (700) 
lordes that been lyk wolves, that devouren 
the possessiouns or the catel of povre folk 
wrongfully, with outen mercy ormesure,/ 775 
they shul receyven by the same mesure 
that they han mesured to povre folk the 
mercy of Jesn Crist, but-if it be amended / 

Now comth deceite bitwixe marchant and 
marchant And thow shalt understonde, 
that marchandyse is m two manereS} 
that oon is bodily, and that other is 
goostly That oon is honeste and leveful, 
and that other is deshoneste and unleve- 
ful / Of thilke bodily marchandyse, that 
IS leveful and honeste, is this , that, there* 
as god hath ordeyned that a regne or 
a contree is sufhsannt to him-self, thanne 
IS it honeste and leveful, that of habun* 
daunce of this contree, that men helpe 
another contree that 18 more nedy / And 
therfore, ther mote been marchants to 
bringen fro that o contree to that other 
hire marchandyses / That other mer- 
chandise, that men haunten with fraude 
and trechene and deceite, with lesmges 
and false otlies, is cursed and dampnable. / 780 
Espintuel marchandyse is proprely Sys* 
monye, that is, ententif desyr to byen 
thing espmtnel, that is, thing that 
aperteneth to the semtuaneof god and to 
cure of the soule / This desyr, if so be 
that a man do his diligence to paxfoumea 
it, al-be-it that his desyr ne tc&e noon 
effect, yet is it to him a deedly smne , 
and if he be ordred, he is irreguler j 
Certes, Symonyo is olepod of Symon 
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Macros, that wolde han boght, for tem- 
pore! catel, the yifte that god hadde 
jeven, by the holy goost, to seint Peter 
and to the apostles / And therfore 
understond, that bothe he that selleth 
and he that byeth thinges espirituels, 
been cleped Symonials , be it by catel, be 
it by procuringe, or by fleshly preyere 
of hise freendes, fleshly freendes, or 
710') espintuel freendes / Fleshly, in two 
maneres , as by kinrede or othere freendes 
Soothly, if they praye for him that is nat 
worthy and able, it is Symonye if he take 
the benefice , and if he be worthy and 
785 able, ther nis noon / That other manere 
IS, 'whan a man or womman preyen for 
folk to avauncen hem, only for wikked 
fleshly affeccionn that they have nn to 
the persone , and that is foul Symonye / 
But certes, in service, for which men 
\even thmges espintuels un-to hir 
sen ants, it moot been understonde that 
the service moot been honest e, and elles 
nat , and eek that it be with-outen bar- 
gayninge, and that the persone be able / 
For, as seitli semt Damasio, ‘alle the 
sinnes of the world, at regard of this 
sinne, am as thing of noght ’ , for it is 
the gretteste smne that may be, after the 
sinne of Lucifer and Antecrist / For, 
by this sinne, god forleseth the chircho, 
and the soule that he boghte with his 
precious blood, by hem that ye\en 
chirches to hem that been nat digne / 
For theyputten in theves, that stelen the 
soules of Jesu Christ and destroyen his 
790 patrimome / By swiche undigne preestes 
and curates han lewed men the lasse 
reverence of the sacraments of holy 
chirche , and swiche yeveres of rhirches 
putten out the children of Crist, and 
putten m-to the chirche the develes owene 
sone / They sellen the soules that 
lambes sholde kepen to the wolt that 
strangleth hem. And therfore shul they 
nevere han part of the pasture of lambes, 
that IS, the blisse of hevene / Now 
comthhasardryewith hise apurtenaunces, 
as tables and rafles, of which comth 
deceite, false othes, chydinges, and alle 
xarmes, blaspheminge and reneyinge of 


god, and hate of hise neighebores, wast of 
godes, misspendinge of tyme, and som- 
tyme manslaughtre / Certes, hasardours 
ne mowe nat been with oaten greet smne ^ 
whyles they haunte that craft / Of (72c 
avarice comen eek lesinges, thefte, fals 
witnesso, and false othes And ye shul 
understonde that thise been grete sinnes, 
and expres agayn the comaundements of 
god, as I have seyd / Fals witnesse is in 795 
word and eek in dedo In word, as for to 
bireve thy neighebores goode name by 
thy fals witnessing, or bireven him his 
catel or his heritage by thy fals witness- 
ing , whan thou, for ire or for mede, or 
for envye, berest fals witnesse, or accusest 
him or excusest him by thy fals witnesse, 
or elles excusest thy self falsly / Ware 
yow, questemongeres and notaries ’ Certes, 
for fals witnessing was Susanna in ful 
gret sorwe and peyne, and many another 
mo / The smne of thefte is eek expres 
agayns goddes heste, and that in two 
maneres, corporel and espintuel / Cor- 
porel, as for to take thy neighebores catel 
agayn his wil, be it by force or by sleighte, 
be it by met or by mesure / By stehng 
eek of false enditements upon him, and 
in borwmge of thy neighebores catel, in 
entente nevere to payen it agayn, and 
semblable thinges / Espintuel thefte is 800 
Sacrilege, that is to seyn, hurtmge of holy 
thinges, or of thinges sacred to Crist, in 
two maneres , by reson of the holy place, 
as chirches or chirche hawes, / for which 
every vileyns smne that men doon in 
swiche places may be cleped sacrilege, or 
every violence in the semblable places 
Also, they that withdrawen falsly the 
rightes that longen to holy chirche / 
And pleynly and generally, sacrilege is to 
reven holy thing fro holy place, or un- 
holy thing out of holy place, or holy thing 
out of unholy place / 

Relevaclo contra peccatum Avaricie 
§ 68 Now shul ye understonde, that 
the relevmge of Avance is misencorde, 
and pitee largely taken And men 
xmghten axe, why that naisericorde and 
pitee IS relevmge of Avance? / Certes, 
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the avaricious man sheweth no pitee ne 
misencorde to the nedeful man , for he 
delyteth him m the kepinge of his tresor, 
and nat in the rescowinge ne relevinge of 
his evene-cristene And therforo speke 
^05 I first of misericorde / Thanne is miser- 
icorde, as seith the philosophre, a vertu, 
by which the corage of man is stired 
by the misese of him that is misesed / 

Up on which misencoido folweth pitee, 
in parfouininge of chant il)le weikes of 
misericorde / And certes, tliise thinges 
mooven a man to misericoide of Jesu 
Ciist, that he yaf him self for cure gilt) 
and sufiPred deetli for misericoide, and 
forgaf us ouro oiigmale sinnes,/ and 
theiby relessed us fio the peynes of helle, 
and amenusod the peynes of purgatorie 
by penitence, and ye\ eth grace wel to do, 
and atte laste the blisse of hevene / The 
speces of misericorde been, as for to lene 
and for to yevo and to foryeven and 
relesse, and for to han pitee m herto, and 
compossioun of the mcschief of his eveixc 
cristene, and eek to chastyse there as 
Bio nedo is / Another manero of remedio 
ngayns Avarice is resonable 1 vrgesse , but 
soothly, here bihoveth the consideracioun 
of the glare of Jesu Ciist, and of hise 
temporel goodcs, and eek of the godes 
perdurables that Oust jaf to us, / and 
to lian remembrance of the deeth that he 
shal receyve, ho noot whanne, where, no 
how , and eek that he slial forgon al that 
he hath, save onl> that he hath despended 
in gode weikes / 

§ 69 But for as muche as som folk been 
unmesurahle, men oghten eschue fool- 
largesse, that men clepeii wast / Certes, 
he that is fool large ne yeveth nat his 
catel, but he leseth liis catcl Soothly, 
what thing that he yeveth for veyne 
glone, as to minstrals and to folk, for to 
boren liis renoun in the woild, he hath 
40) sinne ther of and noon almesse / Ceitos, 
he leseth foule his good, that ne soketh 
with the jifte of his good no-thing but 
815 smne / He is lyk to an hors that seketh 
rather to drmken drovy or trouble water 
than for to drmken Mater of the clere 
Welle / And for-as muchel as they yeven 

A a 


ther as they sholde nat yeven, to hem 
aperteneth thilke mahsoun that Crist 
shal yeven at the day of dome to hem 
that shuUen been dampned / 

Sequitur de Gula 

§ 70 After Avarice comth Glotonye, 
which IS expres eok agayn the comande- 
ment of god Glotonye is unmesurahle 
appetyt to ete or to drinke, or elles to 
doon y nogh to the unmesurahle appetyt 
and desordeynee coveityse to eten or to 
drinke / Tins sinne coirumped al this 
world, as is wel shewed in the sinne of 
Adam and of Fve Loke eek, what seith 
seint Paul of Glotonye / ‘ Manye,’ seith 

seint Paul, ‘goon, of whiche I have ofte 
seyd to yoM, and now I seyo it wepinge, 
that they been the enem> s of the croys of 
Ciist , of whicho the ende is deeth, and 
of whiche liir womhe is hii god, and hir 
gloiie in confusioun of hem that so 
saveren erthely thinges ’ / He that is 820 
usaunt to this smne of Glotonye, he ne 
may no smne withstonde He moot been 
in servage of alle \jces, for it is the 
deicles hord ther ho liydeth him and 
resteth / This smne hath manye speces 
The firste is dronkenesse, that is the 
horiiblo sepulture of mannes resoun , and 
therfore, whan a man is dinnken, he hath 
lost his resoun , and this is deedlj smne / 

But soothly, whan that a man is nat 
wont to stiong drinke, and peraventure 
ne knoweth nat the strengtho of the 
diinke, or hath feblesse m his heed, or 
hath travailed, thurgh which he drinketh 
the more, ol be he sodeynly caught with 
drinke, it is no deedlj sinne, but vemaL / 

The seconde spoce of Glotonye is, that 
the spirit of a man wexeth al trouble , for 
dronkenesse bireveth him the discrecioun 
of his wit / The thridde speoe of (750] 
Glotonye is, whan a man devoureth his 
mete, and hath no rightful manere of 
etmge / The fourthe is whan, thurgh 825 
the giete habundaimce of his mete, the 
humours in his body been destempred / 

The fiftho IS, forvetelnesse by to muchel 
dnnkinge, for Mhich somtyme a man 
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foiyeteth er the morwe what he dide at 
even or on the night hifom / 

§ 71 In other manere been distinct 
the speces of Glotonye, after seint Gre- 
gone The firste is, for to ete biforn 
tyme to ete The seconde is, whan a man 
get him to delicat mete or dnnke / The 
thridde is, whan men taken to muche 
over mesure The fourthe is curiositee. 
With greet entente to maken and appa- 
raillen his mete The fifthe is, for to eten 
to gredily / Thise been the fyve fingrcs 
ot the develeshand, by whiche he draweth 
30 folk to sinne / 

Remedium contra peccatum GUe 

§ 72 AgajTis Glotonye is the remedie 
Abstinence, as seith Galien , but that 
holde I nat meritone, if he do it only for 
the helo of his body Seint Augustin 
wole, that Abstinence be doon for vertu 
and with pacience / Abstinence, he 
seith, IS litel worth, but-if a man have 
good wil ther-to, and but it be enforced 
by pacience and by chantee, and that 
men doon it for godes sake, and in hope 
to have the blisse of hevene / 

§ 73 The felawes of Abstinence been 
Attemperaunce, that holdeth the mene m 
alle thinges eek Shame, that eschueth 
alle deshonestee Suffisance, that seketh 
no nche metes ne drinkes, ne dooth no 
fora of to outrageous apparailinge of 
mete / Mesure also, that restreyneth by 
resoun the deslavee appetyt of etinge 
Sobrenesse also, that restreyneth the 
o) outrage of drinke / Sparinge also, that 
restrejmeth the delicat ese to sitte longe 
at his mete and softely, wherfore som 
folk stonden of hir owene wil, to eten at 
35 the lasse leyser / 

Sequitur de Luxuria* 

§ 74 After Glotonye, thanne comth 
Lecherie , for thise two sinnes been so ny 
cosins, that ofte tyme they wol nat de- 
parte / God woot, this sinne is ful 
displesaunt thmg to god, for he seyde 
hiTinu ftlf, * do no lecherio ’ And therfore 
he pntte grete peynes agayns this sinne 
in the olde lawe / If womman thral were 


taken in this sinne, she sholde be beten 
with staves to the deeth And if she 
were a gentil womman, she sholde be 
slayn with stones And if she were 
a bisshoppes doghter, she sholde been 
brent, by goddes comandement / For- 
ther over, by the sinne of Lecherie, god 
dreynte al the world at the diluge And 
after that, he brente fyve citees with 
thonder-leyt, and sank hem in-to holle / 

^75 Now lat us speke thanno of thilke 
stinkinge sinne of Lecherie that men 
clepe Avoutrie of wedded folk, that is to 
seyn, if that oon of hem be wedded, or 
elles bothe / Seint John seith, that 840 
avoutiers shullen been in helle in a stank 
brenninge of fyr and of bnmston , in fyr, 
for the lecherie , in bnmston, for the 
stink of hir ordure / Certes, the brekmge 
of this sacrement is an horrible thing , 
it was maked of god him-self in paradys, 
and conformed by Jesu Crist, as wit- 
nesseth seint Mathew in the gospel 
‘ A man shal lete fader and moder, and 
taken him to his wyf, and they shullen 
be two in 0 flesh ’ / This sacrement bi- 
tokneth the knittinge togidre of Crist 
and of holy chirche / And nat only 
that god forbad avoutrie in dede, but eek 
he comanded that thou sholdest nat 
coveite thy neighobores wyf / In this (77^) 
heeste, seith seint Augustin, is forboden 
alle manere coveitise to doon lecherie 
Lo what seith seint Mathew in the gospel 
that ‘ who-so seeth a womman to coveitise 
of his lust, he hath doon lechenewith hir 
in his herte ’ / Here may ye seen that 845 
nat only the dede of this sinne is for- 
boden, but eek the desyr to doon that 
sinne / This cursed sinne anoyeth grc- 
vousliche hem that it haunten And first, 
to hir soule , for he oblygeth it to sinne 
and to peyne of deeth that is perdur- 
able / Un-to the body anoyeth it grevously 
also, for it dreyeth him, and wasteth, 
and shent him, and of his blood he maketh 
sacnfyce to the feend of helle , it wasteth 
his catel and his substaunce / And 
certes, if it be a foul thing, a man to 
waste his catel on wommen, yet is it 
a fouler thing whan that, for swich ordure, 
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wommen dispenden up-on men hir catel 
and substaunce / This smne, as seith 
the prophete, bLre\ eth man and womman 
hir gode fame, and al hir honour , and it 
18 ful pleasaunt to the devel , for ther-hy 
winneth he the moste partie of this 
850 world / And right as a marchant de- 
Ivtoth him most in chaftare that he hath 
most avantage of, right so delyteth the 
feend in this ordure / 

§ 7 b Tins IS that other hand of the 
devel, with fvve hngres, to cacche the 
peple to his \ ileinyo / The firste finger 
IS the fool lookinge of the fool womman 
and of the fool man, that sloeth, right as 
the basilicok sleeth folk by the venim of 
his siglite , tor the coveitise of eyen fol- 
weth the coveitise of the herte / The 
secoiide finger is the viloyns touchinge in 
wikkode manere , and ther-fore seith 
Salomon, that who so toucheth and hand- 
leth a womman, he fareth lyk him that 
handleth the scorpioun that stingeth and 
sodeynly sleeth thurgli Ins enveniminge , 
as who-so toucheth warm pich, it shent 
[780) his fingres / The thridde, is foule wordes, 
that fareth lyk fyi , that right anon bren- 
855 neth the herte / The fourthe finger is 
the lassiuge , and trowely he were a greet 
fool that uolde kisso the mouth of a bren- 
nmge o\ene or of a fourneys / And 
more fooles been they that kissen in 
Vilemye , for that mouth is the mouth of 
belle and namely, thise olde dotardes 
liolours, yet wol they kisso, though they 
may nat do, and smatre hem / Certes, 
they been lyk to houndes , for an hound, 
wlian he comth by the roser or by othere 
fbusshes, though he may nat pisse, yet 
wole he hev e up his leg and make a con 
tenaunco to pisse / And fo| that many 
man weneth that he may nat sinne, for 
no likerousnesse that he doth with his wyf , 
certes, that opmion is fals God woot, 
a man may sleen him self with his owene 
knyf, and make him selven dronken of 
his owene tonne / Certes, be it wyf, be 
it child, or any worldly thing that he 
loveth biforn god, it is his maumet, and 
8do he IS an ydolastre / Man sholde loven 
his wyf by discrecioun, paoiently and 


atemprely , and thanue is she as though 
it were his suster / The fifthe finger of 
the develes hand is the stinkinge dede of 
Lechene / Certes, the fyve fingres of 
Glotonie the feend put in the womhe 
of a man, and with hise fyve fyngres 
of Lechene ho gripeth him by the reynes, 
for to throwen him in-to the fourneys of 
belle , / ther as they shul ban the fyr 
and the wormes that evere shul lasten, 
and wepinge and wailinge, sharp hunger 
and tliurst, and gnmnesse of develes that 
shullen al to-trede hem, with-outen respit 
and with outen ende / Of Lechene, as (790) 
I seyde, sourden diverse speces , as fomi- 
cacioun, that is bitwixeman and womman 
tliat been nat maned , and this is deedly 
smne and agayns nature / Al that is 865 
enemy and destruccioun to nature is 
agayns nature / Parfay, the resoun of 
a man telloth eek him wel that it is 
deedly smne, for-as muche as god forbad 
Lechene And semt Paul yeveth hem 
the regne, tliat nis dewe to no wight but 
to liom that doon deedly smne / Another 
smne of Lechene is to bireve a mayden of 
hir maydenhede , for he that so dooth, 
certes, he casteth a mayden out of the 
hyeste degree that is in this present lyf,/ 
and bireveth hir thilke precious fruit 
that the book clepeth ‘ the hundred frmt ’ 

I ne can soye it noon other weyes m Eng- 
lish, but m Latm it highte Centmmus 
fructm Certes, ho that so dooth 13 causa 
of manye damages and \ilemyes, mo than 
any man can rekene , right os he som- 
tyme is cause of alle damages that bestes 
don in the feeld, that breketh the hegge 
or the closure, thurgh which he de- 
stroyeth that may nat been restored / 870 
For certes, na-more ma> maydenhede be 
restored than an arm that is smiten fro 
the body may retoume agayn to wexe / 

She may have mercy, this woot I wel, if 
she do penitence , but nevere shal it be 
that she nas corrupt / And al-be-it so 
that I have spoken somwhat of Avoutne, 
it 18 good to shewen mo penis that longen 
to Avoutne, for to eschue that foule 
smne / Avoutne m Latm is for to seyn, 
approohmge of other mannes bed^ thurgh 
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winch tho that whylom weren o flessh 
800) abaundone hir bodyes to othere persones / 
Of this sinne, as seith the wyse man, 
folwen manye harmes First, brekinge 
of foith , and certes, in feith is the keye 
875 of Cristendom / And whan that feith is 
broken and lorn, soothly Cristendom stant 
vejn and with-outen fruit / This smne 
is cck a thefte , for thefte generally is for 
to reve a wight his thing agayns his 
wiUe, / Certes, this is the fouleste thefte 
that may be, whan a womman steleth hir 
body from hir liousbondo and yeveth it 
to hire holour to defoulen hir , and steleth 
hir sonle fio Crist, and yeveth it to the 
devel / This is a fouler thefte, than for 
to breke a chircho and stele the chalice , 
for thise avoutiers bieken the temple of 
god spiritually, and stelen the vessel of 
grace, that is, the body and the soule, for 
which Crist shal destroyen hem, as seith 
seint Paul / Soothly of this thefte 
douted gretly Joseph, whan that his 
lordes wyf preyed him of vileinye, whan 
he seyde, ‘ lo, my lady, how my lord hath 
take to me under my warde al that he 
liath in this world , ne no-tlimg of liise 
thinges IS out ot my power, but only ye 
880 that been his wyf / And how sholde 
I thanne do this wikkednesse, and smne 
so horribly agayns god, and agayns my 
lord ? God it forbede ’ Allas ’ al to litel 
is swich troutho now y founde ’ / The 
thndde harm is the filthe thurgh which 
they breken the comandement of god, and 
defoulen the auctour of matrimoine, that 
18 Cnst / For certes, m-so-muche as the 
sacrement of manage is so noble and so 
digne, so muche is it gretter smne for to 
breken it , for god made manage m 
paradys, in the estaat of innocence, to 
multiplye man-kmde to the service of 
god / And therfore is the brekinge 
ther-of more grevons Of which brekinge 
comen false heires ofte tyme, that wrong 
fully oocupyen folkes hentages And 
therfore wol Crist putte hem out of the 
regne of hevene, that is hentage to gode 
810) folk / Of this hrekmge comth eek ofte 
tyme, that folk unwar wedden or smnen 
with hir owene kmrede, and namely 


thilke harlottes that haunten bordels of 
thise fool wommen, that mowe be lykned 
to a commune gonge, whore as men puigen 
hir ordure / What seye we eekofputours 885 
that liven by the horrible smne of puterie, 
and constroyne wommen to yelden to 
hem a oerteyn rente of hir bodily puterie, 
ye, somtyme of his owene wyf or his 
chihl , as doon this baudes ? Certes, 
thise been cursede sinnes / Understond 
eek, that avoutne is set gladly m the ten 
comandements bitwixe thefte and man- 
slaughtre , for it is the gretteste thefte 
that may be , for it is thefte of body and 
of soule / And it is lyk to homicyde, 
for it kerveth a two and hreketh a-two 
hem that first were maked o flesh, and 
therfore, by the olde lawe of god, they 
sholde be slayn / But nathelees, by tho 
lawe of Jesu Crist, that is lawe of pitee, 
whan ho seyde to the womman that was 
founden m avoutne, and sholde ban been 
slayn with stones, after the wil of the 
Jewes, as was hir lawe ‘ Go,’ quod Jesu 
Crist, ‘ and have na more wil to smne ’ , 
or, ‘ wille na more to do smne ’ / Soothly, 
the vengeaunce of avoutne is awarded to 
the pe5mcs of belle, but if so bo that it he 
destourhed by penitence / Yet been ther 890 
mo speces of this cursed smne , as whan 
that oon of hem is religious, or elles 
bothe , or of folk that been entred m-to 
ordre, as suhdekne or dekne, or preest, or 
hospitallers And evere the hyer that 
ho IS m ordre, the gretter is the smne / 

The thmges that gretly agreggen hir 
smne is the brekinge of hir avow of 
chastitee, whan they receyvedthe ordre / 
And forther over, sooth is, that holy 
ordre is chief of al the tresorie of god, 
and his especial signe and mark of chas- 
titee , to shewe that they been loyned to 
chastitee, which that is most precious 
lyf that is / And thise ordred folk been 
specially tj^led to god, and of the special 
meynee of god , for which, whan they 
doon deedly smne, they been the special 
traytours of god and of his peple , for they 
liven of the peple, to preye for the peple, 
and whyle they been suche traitours, hir 
preyersavailennattoihe peple / Preestes (82( 
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been anngeles, as by the dignitee of hir 
misterye , but for sothe, seint Paul seitli, 
that ‘ Sathanas transformeth him in an 
f 895 aungel of light ’ / Soothly, the preest 
that haunteth deedly sinne, he may be 
lykned to the aungel of derknesse trans 
formed in the aungel of light , he someth 
aungel of light, but for sothe he is aungel 
of derknesse / Swiche preestes been the 
sones of Helie, as sheweth in the book of 
Kmges, that they weren the sones of 
Belial, that is, the devel / Belial is to 
seyn ‘with-outen ]uge’, and so faren 
they , hem thinketh they been free, and 
han no juge, na more than hath a free 
bole that taketh which cow that him 
lyketh in the toun / So faren they by 
wommen For right as a free bole is 
y-nough for al a toun, right so is a wikked 
preest oorrupcioun y nough for al a iiar 
isshe, or for al a con tree / Thise preestes, 
as soith the book, no conne nat the mis 
teno of preesthodo to the peple, ne god 
ne knowe they nat , they ne helde hem 
nat apayd, as seith the book, of soden 
flesh that was to hem oflred, but they 
900 toke by force the flesh that is rawe / 
Certes, so tliise shrewes ne holden hem 
nat apayed of rosted flesh and sode flesh, 
with which the peple fedden hem in greet 
reverence, but they wolo have law flesh 
of folkes wyvts and hir doglitres f And 
certes, tlnse wommen that consenten to 
liir harlotne doon greet wrong to Ciist 
and to holy chirche and alle halwes and 
fco alle soules , for they bireven alle thise 
him that sholdo worshipe Crist and holy 
chirche, and preye for Cnsttne soules / 
And therfore han swiche preestes, and 
hir lemmanes eek that consenten to hir 
leoheiie, the mahsoun ot al the coui’t 
Cristen, til they come to amendement / 
The thriddespece of avoutne is som-tyme 
bitwixe a man and his 'wyf , and that is 
whan they take no reward in hir ossem- 
blinge, but only to hire fleshly delyt, as 
(830) seith seint Jerome , / and ne rekken of 
no-thing but that they been assembled , 
by-cause that they been maned, al is 
905 good y-nough, as thinketh to hem / 
But in swioh folk hath the devel power, 


as seyde the aungel Raphael to Thobie , 
for in hir assemblinge they putten Jesu 
Crist out of hir herte, and yeven hem-self 
to alle ordure / The fourths speoe is, 
the assembloe of hem that been of hire 
kmrede, or of hem that been of oon 
affinitee, or elles with hem with whiche 
hir fadres or hir kmrede han deled in the 
sinne of lecherie , this sinne maketh hem 
lyk to honndes, that taken no kepe to 
kmrede / And certes, parentole is in 
two maneres, outlier goostly or fleshly , 
goostly, as for to delen with hiso god- 
sibbes / For right so as he that engen- 
dreth a child is his fleshly fader, right so 
IS his godfader his fader espirituel For 
which a womman may m no lasse sinne 
assemhlen with hir godsib than with hir 
oweno fleshly brother / The fifthe spece 
IS thilke abhommable sinne, of which 
that no man unnethe oghte speke ne 
wryte, nathelees it is openly reherced in 
holy writ / This cursednesse doon men 910 
and wommen in diverse entente and m 
diverse manere, but though that holy 
writ speke of horrible sinne, certes, holy 
writ may nat been defouled, na-more 
than the sonne that shyneth on the mixen / 
Another sinne aperteneth to lecherie, 
that comth in slepmge, and this sinne 
cometh ofte to hem that been maj denes, 
and eek to hem that been corrupt , and 
tins smne men clepen pollucioun, that 
comth in fouro maneres / Somtyme, of 
languissmge of body, for the humours 
been to ranke and habundaunt in the 
body of man Somtyme of lufermotee , 
for the feblesse of the vertu retentif, as 
phisik maketh meucioun Somtyme, for 
surfeet of mete and dnnke / And som- 
tyme of vileyns thoghtes, that been en- 
closed m mannes minde w han he goth to 
slepe, which may nat been with-oute 
smne For which men moste kepen hem 
wysely, or elles may men sinnen ful gre- 
TOUsly / 

Remediiim contra peccatum Luxurie 
§ 77 Now comth the remedie agayns 
Lechene,and that is, generally, Chastitee 
and Continence, that restreyneth alle the 
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desordeynee moevinges that comen of 
915 fleshly talentes / And evere the gretter 
mente shal he han, that most restreyneth 
the wikkede eschaufingcs of the ordure 
of this smne And this is in two maneres, 
that IS to se3m, chastitee in manage, and 
chastitee in widwehode / Now shaltow 
understonde, that matrimome is leefful 
assemblinge of man and of womman, that 
receyven by yertu of the sacrement the 
bond, tliurgh which they may nat be 
departed in al hir lyf, that is to seyn, 
whyl that they liven bothe / This, as 
seith the book, is a ful greet sacrement 
God maked it, as I have seyd, in paradys, 
and wolde him self be born in manage / 
And for to halwen manage, he was at 
a weddinge, where-as he turned water 
in-to wyn , which was the firste miracle 
that he wroghte in erthe bifom hise dis- 
ciples / Trewe effect of manage clenseth 
fomicacioun and replemsseth holy chirche 
of good hnage , for that is the ende of 
manage , and it chaungeth deedly sinne 
in-to venial smne bitwixe hem that been 
y wedded, and maketh the hertes al oon 
of hem that been y-wedded, as wel as the 
920 bodies, / This is verray manage, that 
was establissed by god er that smne bigan, 
whan naturel la we was in Ins right point 
in paradys , and it was ordeyned that o 
man sholde have but 0 womman, and 
o womman but o man, as seith seint 
Augustin, by manye resouns / 

§ 78 First, for manage is figured bi- 
twixe Crist and holy chirche And that 
other IS, for a man is heved of a womman , 
algate, by ordmaunce it sholde be so / 
For if a womman had mo men than oon, 
thanne sholde she have mo hevedes than 
oon, and that were at horrible thing 
biforn god , and eek a womman ne mighte 
nat plese to many folk at ones And also 
ther ne sholde nevere be pees ne reste 
amonges hem, for everich wolde axen 
his owene thing / And forther over, no 
man ne sholde knowe his owene engen- 
drure, ne who sholde have his heritage , 
and the womman sholde been the lasse 
biloved, fro the time that she were con- 
(850) joynt to many men / 


§ 79 Now comth, how that a man 
sholde here him with his wjff, and 
namely, in two thinges, that is to seyn in 
suffraunce and reverence, as shewed Crist 
whan he made first womman / For he 925 
ne made hir nat of the heved of Adam, 
for she sholde nat clayme to greet lord- 
shipe / For ther-as the wommai hath 
the maistne, she maketh to muche 
desray, ther nedon none ensamples of 
this The experience of day by day oghte 
suffyse / Also certes, god ne made nat 
womman of the foot of Adam, for she ne 
sholde nat been holden to lowe , for she 
can nat paciently suffre but god made 
womman of the nb of Adam, for womman 
sholde be felawe un-to man / Man sholde 
here him to his wyf m feith, in trouthe, 
and in love, as seith seint Paul that 
‘a man sholde loven his wyf as Crist 
loved holy chirche, that loved it so wel 
that he deyde for it ’ So sholde a man 
for his wyf, if it were nede / 

§ 80 Now how that a womman sholde 
be subget to hir housbonde, that telleth 
seint Peter First, m obedience / And 930 
eek, as seith the decree, a womman that 
IS a wyf, as longe as she is a wyf, she hath 
noon auctoritee to swere ne here witnesse 
with-oute leve of hir housbonde, that is 
hir lord, algate, ho sholde be so bv 
resoun / She sholde eek serven liim in 
alle honestee, and been attempree of hir 
array I wot wel that they sholde setten 
hir entente to plesen hir housbondes, but 
nat by hir queyntise of array / Seint 
Jerome seith, that wyves that been ap- 
parailled in silk and in precious purpre 
ne mowe nat clothen hem in Jesu Crist 
What seith seint John eek in this matere?/ 
Seint Gregorie eek seith, that no wiglit 
seketh precious array but only for veyne 
glorie, to been honoured the more biforn 
the peple / Itisagreetfolye, a womman (86c 
to have a fair array outward and in hir- 
self be foul inward / A wyf sholde eek 935 
be mesurable in lokinge and in beringe 
and in laughinge, and discreet in alle hir 
wordes and hir dedes / And aboven alle 
worldly thing she sholde loven hir hous- 
bonde with al hir herte, and to him be 
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trewe of hir body , J so sholde an hons- 
bonde eek be to his wyf For sith that al 
the body is the housbondes, so sholde hir 
herte been, or elles ther is bitwixe hem 
two, as in that, no parfit manage / 
Thanne shal men understonde that for 
three thinges a man and his wyf fleshly 
mowen assemble The firste is in entente 
of engendrure of children to the service 
of god, for certes that is the cause fynal 
of matnmome / Another cause is, to 
yelden evenoh of hem to other the dette 
of hir bodies, for neither of hem hath 
power over his owene body The thridde 
is, for to eschewe lecherye and vileinye 
940 The ferthe is for sothe deedly sinne / 
As to the firste, it is mentorie, the 
secondo also , for, as seith the decree, that 
she hath mente of chastitee that yeldeth 
bo hir housbonde the dette of hir body, 
ye, though it be agayn hir lykingo and 
the lust of hir herte / The thnddo 
manore is venial sinne, and trewely scarsly 
may ther any of tliise be with-oute venial 
sinne, for the corrupcion and for the 
delyt / The fourthe manere is for to 
understonde, if thej assemble only for 
amorous love and for noon of the for- 
seyde causes, but tor to accomplice thilke 
brennmge delyt, they rekke nevere how 
ofte, sotlily it is deedly sinne , and yet, 
with sorwe, somme folk wol peynen hem 
more to doon than to hir appetyt suf- 
fyseth / 

§ 81 Tlie seconde manere of chastitee 
IS for to been a dene widewe, and eschue 
the embracmges of man, and desyren the 
870) embracmge of Jesu Crist / Thise been 
tho that han been wyves and han forgoon 
hir housbondes, and eek wommen that 
han doon lecherie and been releeved by 
945 Penitence / And certes, if that a wyf 
coude kepen hir al chaast by licence of 
liir housbonde, so that she yove nevere 
noon occasion that he agilte, it were to 
hire a greet mente / Thise manere 
wommen that observen chastitee moste 
be dene in herte as well as in body and 
in thoght, and mesurable m dothinge 
and in contenaunce , and been abstinent 
in etinge and drmkinge, in spekmge, and 
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in dede They been the vessel or the 
boyste of the blissed Magdalene, that 
fulfilleth holy chirche of good odour / 

The thridde manere of chastitee is vir- 
gmitee, and it bihoveth that she be holy 
in herte and dene of body, thanne is 
she spouse to Jesu Crist, and she is the 
lyf of angeles / She is the preisinge of 
this world, and she is as thise martirs in 
egalitee , she hath in hir that tonge may 
nat telle ne herte thmke Virginitee baar 
oure lord Jesu Crist, and virgine was 
him selve / 95 ° 

§ 82 Another remedie agayns Lecherie 
IS, specially to w ithdrawen swiche thinges 
as yeve occasion to thilke vilemye, as 
ese, etinge and drmkinge, for certes, 
whan the pot boyleth strongly, the beste 
remedie is to withdraws the fvr / Slep- 
inge longe m greet quiete is eek a greet 
nonce to Lecherie / 

§ 83 Another remedie agayns Lecherie 
IS, that a man or a womman eschue the 
companye of hem by whiche he douteth 
to be tempted, for al-be-it so that the 
dede is withstonden, yet is ther greet 
temptacioun / Soothly a wh}^; wal, al- 
though it ne brenne noght fully by 
stikinge of a candele, yet is the wal blak 
of the leyt / Ful ofte tyme I rede, that (880) 
no man truste in his owene perfeccioun, 
but he be stronger than Sampson, and 
holier than fDand, and wyser than 
Salomon / 955 

§ 84 Now after that I have declared 
yow, as I can, the sevene deedly sinnes, 
and somme of hir braunches and hir reme- 
dies, soothly, if I coude, I wolde telle 
yow the ten comandements / But so 
heigh a doctnne I lete to divines Nathe- 
lees, I hope to god they been touched in 
this tretice, everich of hem alle / 

De Confessione 

§ 86 Now for os-muche as the second 
partie of Penitence stant in Confessioun 
of mouth, as I bigan in the firste chapitre, 

I seye, seint Augustin seith / sinne is 
every word and every dede, and al that 
men coveiten agayn the lawe of Jesu 
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Cnst , and this is for to smne m herte, in 
mouth, and in dode, by thy fyve wittes, 
that been sighte, hennge, smellinge, tast- 
ing© or savouringe, and felinge / Now 
IS it good to understonde that that 
960 agreggeth muchel every smne / Thou 
shalt considere what thou art that doost 
the smne, whether thou be male or 
femele, yong or old, gentil or thral, free 
or servant, hool or svk, wedded or sengle, 
ordred or unordred, wys or fool, clerk or 
seculer , / if she be of thv kmrede, bodily 
or goostly, or noon , if any of thy kmrede 
have sinned with hir or noon, and manye 
mothmges / 

§ 86 Another circumstaunce is this , 
whether it be doon in fornicacioun, or in 
avoutrie, or noon , incest, or noon , may- 
den, or noon , in manere of homicyde, or 
noon , horrible grete sinnes, or smale , 
and how longo thou hast contmued in 
smne / The thridde circumstaunce is 
the place ther thou hast do smne , whether 
in other mennes hous or in thyn owene , 
in feeld or in chirche, or in chirche-hawe , 
890) in chirche dedicat, or noon / For if the 
chirche be halwod, and man or womman 
spille his kmde in-with that place by wey 
of smne, or by vikked temptacion, the 
chirche is entredited til it be reconciled 
96<) by the bishop , / and the preest that dide 
siMcli a vilemye, to terme of al his lyf, he 
sholde na-more singe masse , and if he 
dide, he sholde doon deedly smne at 
every tyme that he so songe masse / The 
fourthe circumstaunce is, by whiche 
mediatours or by whiche messagers, as 
for entycement, or for consentement to 
here companye with felaweshipe , for 
many a wrecche, for to here companye, 
wil go to the devel of helle / Wlier fore 
they that eggen or consenten to the smne 
been parteners of the smne, and of the 
dampnacioun of the sinner / The fifthe 
circumstaunce is, how manyo tymes that 
he hath sinned, if it he in his minde, and 
how ofte that he hath falle / For he 
that ofte falleth in smne, he despiseth 
the mercy of god, and encreesseth his 
Binne, and is unkmde to Crist , and he 
wexeth the more feble to withstonde 


smne, and smneth the more lightly, / 970 
and the latter aryseth, and is the more 
eschew for to shryven him, namely, to 
him that is his confessour / For which 
that folk, whan they falle agayn in hir 
oldo folios, outher they forleten hir olde 
confessours al outroly, or elles they de- 
parten hir shrift m diverse places , hut 
soothly, swich departed shrift deserveth 
no merry of god of hise sinnes / The 
sixte circumstaunce is, why that a man 
smneth, ns by whiche temptacioun , and 
if him self procure thilke temptacioun, 
or by the excytmge of other folk , or if 
he smne with a womman by force, or by 
hir owene assent , / or if the womman, 
maugree hir heed, hath been afforced, or 
noon , this shal she telle , for coveitise, 
or for povertc, an d if it was hir procuringe, 
or noon , and swu ho manere hameys / (900^ 
The seventhe circumstaunce is, in what 
manere he hath doon his smne, or how 
that she hath suffred that folk han doon 
to hir / And the same shal the man 975 
tolle pleynly, with alle circumstaunces , 
and whether he hath sinned with comuno 
bordel-wommen, or noon , / or doon Ins 
smno in holy tymes, or noon , in fasting- 
tymes, or noon , or biforn his shnfte, or 
after his latter shnfte , / and hath, per- 
aventure, broken ther-foro Ins penanco 
enjoyned , by whos help and whos conseil , 
by sorcerie or craft , al moste he told / 

Alle thiso thmges, after that they been 
grete or smalo, engreggen the conscience 
of man And eek the preest that is thy 
juge, may the bettre been avysed of his 
jugement in yevinge of tby penaunce, 
and that is after thy contricioun / For 
understond wel, that after tyme that 
a man hath defouled his haptesmo by 
smne, if he wole come to salvaoioun, ther 
IS noon other wey but by penitence and 
shnfte and satisfaccioun , / and namely 980 
by the two, if ther be a confessour to 
which he may shryven him, and the 
thridde if he have lyf to parfournen 
it / 

§ 87 Thanne shal man looke and con- 
sidere, that if he wole maken a trewe and 
a profitable confessioun, ther moste be 
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foure oondiciouns / First, it moot been 
in sorweful bitternesse of herte, as seyde 
tjbie king Ezekins to god ‘ I wol remem- 
bre me alle the yeres of my lyf in bitter- 
nesso of myn herte ’ / This condicionn 
of bitternesse hath fyve signes The firste 
18, that confossioun moste be shamofast, 
nat for to covere ne hyden his sinne, for 
he hath agilt his god and defouled his 
510) soule / Andher-of seithseintAngustm 
‘ the herte travailleth for shame of his 
smne ’ , and for he hath greet shamefast- 
nesse, he is digne to have greet mercy of 
985 god / Swich was the confession of the 
publican, that wolde nat hevon up hiso 
even to hovene, foi he hadde oiiended god 
of hevene , for which shamefastnesso he 
hadde anon the mercy of god / And 
ther of seith scint Augustin, that swich 
sharaefast folk been next foryevenesse and 
remissioun / Another signo is humilitee 
in confessioun , oi which seith scint Peter, 

‘ Humblcth yow under the might of god ’ 
The bond of god is mighty in confession, 
for thor-by god foryeveth thee thy sinnes , 
for he allone hath the power f And this 
humilitoe shal been in herte, and in signe 
outward , for right as ho hath humilitee 
to god in his herte, right so shoide he 
humble his body outward to the preost 
that sit in goddes place / For which in 
no nianere, sith that Crist is sovereyn 
and the proost mcne and mediatour 
bitwixe Crist and the sinnere, and the 
990 sinnere is the laste by wey of resoun, / 
thanne sliolde nat the sinnere sitte as 
heigh e as his confessour, but knele bilorn 
him or at his feet, but if maladie destonrbe 
it For he shal nat taken kepe who sit 
there, but in whos place that he sitteth / 
A man that hath trespased to a lord, and 
comth for to axe mercy and maken his 
accord, and sot him donn anon by the 
lord, men wolde holden him outrageous, 
and nat worthy so sone for to have remis 
sionn ne mercy / The thndde signe is, 
how that thy shrift shoide be ful of teres, 
if man may , and if man may nat wepe 
with hise bodily eyen, lat him wepo in 
herte / Swich was the confession of 
seint Peter, for after that he hadde 


forsake Jesu Crist, he wente out and 
weop ful bitterly / The fourthe signe is, (9^0) 
that he no lette nat for shame to shewen 
his confessioun / Swich was the con- 995 
fessioun of the Magdelene, that ne spared, 
for no shame of hem that weren atte 
feste, for to go to oure lord Jesu Cnst and 
biknowo to him hir sinnes / The flfthe 
signe 18, that a man or a womman be 
obeisant to receyven the penaunce that 
him IS enjoyned for hise smnes , for oertes 
Jesu Crist, for the giltes of a man, was 
obedient to the deeth / 

§ 88 The seconde condicion of verray 
confession is, that it be hastily doon , for 
certes, if a man hadde a deedly wound©, 
evere the longer that he taned to wansshe 
him self, the moio wolde it corrupte and 
haste him to his deeth, and eek the 
woundo wolde be the wors for to hole / 

And right so fareth sinne, that longe 
tyme is in a man unshewed / Certes, a 
man oghto hastily shewen hise smnes for 
manye causes , as for drede of deeth, that 
cometh ofte sodenly, and is in no oerteyn 
what tyme it shal bo, ne in what place , 
and eek the drecchmge of 0 synno draweth 
m another , / and eek the lenger that he 1000 
tarieth, the ferther he is fro Cnst And 
if he abyde to his laste day, scarsly may 
ho shryvon him or remembre him of hise 
sinnes, or repenten him, for the grevous 
maladie of his deeth / And for*as-mnche 
as he ne hath nat in his lyf herkned Jesn 
Cnst, whanne he hath spoken, he shal 
crye to J esu Cnst at his laste day, and 
scarsly wol he herkne him / And under* 
stond that this condicioun moste ban 
foure thinges Thy shrift moste be pur- 
veyed bifore and avysed, for wikked 
haste doth no profit, and that a man 
conne shryve him of hise sinnes, be it oi 
pryde, or of envye, and so forth of the 
speoes and circumstances , / and that he 
have comprehended in his mmde the 
nombre and the greetnesse of hise sinnes, 
and how longe that he hath leyn in 
sinne , / and eek that he be oontnt of (930^ 
hise smnes, and m stedefast pnrpos, by 
the grace of god, nevere eft to falle m 
sinne , and eek that he drede and oountre- 
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waate bun-self, that be flee tbe occaaiouns 
1005 of sinne to wbicbe be is enclyned. / Also 
thou shalt sbiyve tbee of alle thy sinnes 
to o man, and nat a parcel to o man and 
a parcel to another, that is to under- 
stonde, in entente to depaite thy confes- 
sioun as for shame or drede , for it nis but 
stranglmge of thy soule / For certes, 
Jesu Crist is entierly al good , m him ms 
noon inperfeccioun , and therfore outher 
he foryeveth al parfitly or never a deel / 
I seye nat that if thou be assigned to the 
penitauncer for certein sinne, that thou 
art bounde to shewen him al the reme 
naunt of thy sinnes, of whiche thou hast 
be shriven to thy curat, but-if it lyke to 
thee of thyn humilitee , this is no de- 
partmge of shrifte / Ne I seye nat, 
ther-as I speke of divisioun of confessioun, 
that if thou have lycence for to shryve 
thee to a discreet and an honeste preest, 
where thee lyketh, and by lycence of thy 
curat, that thou ne mayst wel shryve 
thee to him of alle thy sinnes / But lat 
no blotte be bihmde , lat no sinne been 
untold, as fer as thou hast remem- 
lOiobraunce / And whan thou shalt be 
shnven to thy curat, telle him eek alle 
the smnes that thou hast doon sin thou 
were last y shriven , this is no wikkcd 
entente of divisioun of shrifte / 

§ 89 Also the verray shrifte axeth 
certeine condiciouns First, that thou 
shryve thee by thy free wil, noght con- 
streyned, ne for shame of folk, ne for 
maladie, ne swiche thinges , for it is 
resoun that he that trespasseth by his 
free wil, that by his free wil he confesse 
his trespas , / and that noon other man 
telle his sinne but he him-self, ne he shal 
nat nayte ne denye his sinne, ne wratthe 
him agayn the preest for his amonestmge 
to leve smne / The seconde condicioun 
IS, that thy shnft be laweful , that is to 
seyn, that thou that shryvest thee, and 
eek the preest that hereth thy confessioun, 
^o) been verraily in the feith of holy chirche , / 
and that a man ne be nat despaired of the 
1015 mercy of Jesu Cnst, as Caym or Judas / 
And eek a man moot accusen him-self of 
his owene trespas, and nat another , but 


he shal blame and wyten him-self and 
his owene malice of his sinne, and noon 
other , / but nathelees, if that another 
man be occasioun or entycer of his sinne, 
or the estaat of a persono be swich thurgli 
which his sinne is agregged, or elles that 
he may nat pleynly shryven him but he 
telle the persone with which he hath 
smned , thanno may he telle , / so that 
his entente ne be nat to bakbyte the 
persone, but only to deolaren his con- 
fessiour / 

§ 90 Thou ne shalt nat eek make no 
lesinges in thy confessioun , for humilitee, 
per-aventure, to seyn that thou hast doon 
sinnes of whiche that thou were nevere 
gilty / For seint Augustin seith if 
thou, by cause of thyn humilitee, makest 
lesinges on thy self, though thou ne were 
nat in sinne biforn, yet artow thanne in 
sinne thurgh thy lesinges / Thou most 1020 
eek shewe thy sinne by thyn owene propre 
mouth, but thou be wexe doumb, and nab 
by no lettre , for thou that hast doon the 
sinne, thou shalt have the shame therfore / 
Thou shalt nat eek peynte thy confessioun 
by faire subtile wordes, to covero the more 
thy smne , for thanne bigylestow thy self 
and nat the preest , thou most tellen it 
pleynly, be it nevere so foul ne so horri- 
ble / Thou shalt eek shryve thee to a 
preest that is discreet to conseille thee, 
and eek thou shalt nat shryve thee for 
veyne glorie, ne for ypocrisye, ne for no 
cause, hut only for the doute of Jesu Crist 
and the hele of thy soule / Thou shalt 
nat eek renne to the preest sodeynly, to 
tellen him lightly thy smne, as who so 
telleth a jape or a tale, but avysely and 
with greet dovocioun / And generally, (95o> 
shryve thee ofte If thou ofte falle, ofte 
thou aryse by confessioun. / And thogh 1025 
thou shryve thee ofter than ones of sinne, 
of which thou hast be shiiven, it is the 
more mente And, as soith seint Augus 
tm, thou shalt have the more lightly 
relesmg and grace of god, hothe of smne 
and of pejme / And certes, ones a yere 
atte leeste wey it is laweful for to been 
housled , for certes ones a yere alle thinges 
renovellen / 
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Explicit secunda pars Penitencie , et 
sequitur tercia pars eiusdem, de Satis 
faccione 

§ 91 Now lia\e I told you of verray 
Confesisioun, that is the seconde partie of 
Penitonce / 

The thndde partie of Penitence is 
Satisfaccioun , and that stant most gene 
rally m almesse and in bodily peyne / 
Now been ther three manere of almesses , 
contncion of herte, where a man oflfreth 
himself to god , another is, to han pitee 
of defaute of hise neighebores , and the 
thndde is, in yevingo of good conseil 
goostly and bodily, where men han nede, 
and namely in sustenaunce of mannes 
1030 fode / And tak keep, tliat a man hath 
need of thise thinges generally , he hath 
need of fode, he hath nede of clothing, 
and herberwe, he hath nede of charitable 
conseil, and visitinge in pnsone and m 
maladie, and sepulture of his dede body / 
And if thou mayst nat visite the nedeful 
with thy persone, visite him by thy 
message and by thy yiftes / Thiso been 
generally almesses or werkes of chantee 
of hem that han temporel richesses or 
discreciouii in conseilmge Of thise 
werkes shallow lieren at the day of 
dome / 

§ 92 Thise almesses shallow doon of 
thjne owene propre thinges, and hastily, 
(960) and pnvely if thou mayst , / but nathe- 
loes, if thou mayst nat doon it pnvely, 
thou shall nat forbere to doon almesse 
though men seen it, so that it be nat 
doon for thank of the world, but only for 
1053 thank of Jesu Cnst / Por as witnesseth 
somt Mathew, capttulo quinto, ‘A citoe 
may nat been hid that is set on a mon- 
tayne , ne men hghto nat a lanteme and 
put it under a busshel , but men sette it 
on a candle-stikke, to yeve hght to the 
men in the hous / Eight so shal youre 
light hghten bifore men, that they may 
seen youre gode werkes, and glorifie youre 
fader that 13 in hevene ’ / 

§ 93 Now as to speken of bodily peyne, it 
slant in preyeres, in wakinges, in fastinges, 
in vertuouse teohmges of orisouns / And j 
ye shul understonde, that orisouns or ; 


preyeres is for to seyn a pitous wil of 
herte, that redresseth it in god and 
expresseth it by word outward, to re- 
moeven harmes and to han thmges espiri- 
tuel and durable, and somtyme temporel 
thinges, of wluche onsouns, certes, m 
the onsoun of the Pater noster, hath Jesu 
Crist enclosed most thinges / Certes, it 
is privileged of three thinges m his dig 
nitee, for which it is more digne than 
any other preyere, for that Jesu Crist 
him-self maked it , / and it is short, for it 1040 
sholde be coud the more lightly, and for 
to withholden it the more esily m herte, 
and helpen him self the ofter with the 
onsoun , / and for a man sholde bo the 
lasse wery to seyen it, and for a man may 
nat excusen him to lerne it, it is so short 
and so esy , and for it comprehendeth in 
it self alle gode preyeres / The exposi- 
cioun of this holy preyere, that is so 
excellent and digne, I bitake to thise 
maistres of tlieologie , save thus muchel 
wol I seyn that, whan thou prayest that 
god sholde foryeve thee thy giltes as thou 
foryevest hem that agilten to thee, be ful 
wel war that thou be nat out of chantee / 

This holy onsoun amenuseth eek venial 
sinne , andtherfore it aperteneth specially 
to penitence / (9;^^ 

§ 94 This preyere mosto be trewely 
seyd and in verray feith, and that men 
proye to god ordinntly and discreetly and 
devoutly , and alwey a man shal putten. 
his wil to be subget to the wille of god / 1045 
This orisoun moste eek been seyd with 
greet humblesse and ful pure , honestly, 
and nat to the anoyaunce of any man or 
womman It mosto eek been contmued 
with the werkes of charitee / Itavayleth 
eek agayn the vyces of the soule , for, as 
seith seint Jerome, ‘ By fastinge been 
saved the vyces ol the flesh, and by 
preyere the vyces of the soule ’ / 

§ 96 After this, thou slialt understonde, 
that bodily peyne stant in waking^ , for 
Jesu Crist seith, ‘waketh, and preyeth 
that ye ne entre in wikked temptaoioum* / 

Ye i^ul understanden also, that fastinge 
stant in three thinges , in forbennge of 
bodily mete and drinke, and in forbexinge 
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of worldly jolitee, and 111 forbennge of 
deedly sinne , this is to seyn, that a man 
shal kepen him fro deedly smne with 
alhiB might / 

§ 96 And thon shalt nnderstanden eek, 
that god ordeynedfastinge , andto fastmge 
[050 apjiertenen foure thinges / Largenesse 
to povre folk, gladnesse of herte espintuel, 
nat to been angry ne anoyed, ne grucche 
for he fasteth , and also resonable honre 
for to ete by mesure , that is for to seyn, 
a man shol nat ete m untyme, ne sitte the 
longer at his table to ete for he fasteth / 
§ 97 Thanne shaltow understonde, that 
bodily peyne stant in disciplyne or tech- 
inge, by word or by wrytinge, or in 
ensample Also in wennge of heyres or 
of Stamm, or of hanbergeons on hir naked 
flesh, for Cnstes sake, and swiche manere 
penances / But war thee wel that swiche 
manere penances on thy flesh ne make 
nat thyn herte bitter or angry or anoyed 
of thy-sfelf , for hettre is to caste awey 
thyn heyre, than for to caste away the 
sikemesse of Jesu Crist / And therfore 
seith seint Paul ‘Clothe yow, as they 
that been chosen of god, in herte of 
misencorde, debonairetee, suffraunce, and 
swich manere of clothing©’, of whiche 
Jesu Crist is more apayed than of heyres, 
180) or hanbergeons, or hauherkes / 

§ 98 Thanne is disciplyne eek in knok- 
kinge of thy hrest, in scourgmge with 
055 yerdes, in knelinges, in tribulacions , / 
m suffnnge paciently wronges that been 
doon to thee, and eek in pacient suffraunce 
of maladies, or lesmge of worldly catel, 
or of wyf, or of child, or othere freendes / 

§ 99 Thanne shaltow understonde, 
whiche thinges destourben penaunce , 
and this is m fourmaneres, that is, drede, 
shame, hope, and wanhope, that is, des- 
peracion / And for to speke first of 
drede , for which he weneth that he may 
snflfre no penaunce,/ ther-agayns is 
remediefor tothinke, that bodily penaunce 
Iff but short and litel at regard of the 
peyne of belle, that is so cruel and so 
long, that it losteth with-outen ende / 

§ 100 Now again the shame that a man 
hath to shryven him, and namely, thise , 


ypocrites that wolden been holden so 
parfite that they ban no nede to shryven 
hem, / agayns that shame, sholde a man 1060 
thmke that, by wey of resoun, that he 
that hath nat been ashamed to doon 
foule thinges, certes him oghte nat been 
ashamed to do faire thmges, and that is 
confessiouns / A man sholde eek thmke, 
that god seeth and woot olle hise thoghtes 
and alle hise werkes, to him may no 
thing been hid ne covered / Mensholden 
eek remembren hem of the shame that is 
to come at the day of dome, to hem that 
been nat penitent and shnven in this 
present lyf / For alle the creatures m 
orthe and in belle shullen seen apertly al 
that they hyden in this world / (990) 

^ 101 Now for to speken of the hope 
of hem that been necligent and slowe to 
shryven hem, that stant m two maneres / 106^ 
That oon is, that he hopeth for to live 
longe and for topurchacen mnche nchesse 
for his delyt, and thanne he wol shryven 
him , and, as he scith, him semeth thanne 
tymely y-nough to come to shnfte / 
Another is, surquidrie that he hath in 
Cnstes mercy / Agayns the firste vyeo, 
he shal thmke, that oure Ijf is m no 
bikernesse , and eek that alle the nchesses 
in this world ben in aventure, andpassen 
as a shadwe on the wol / And, as seith 
seint Qregorie, that it aperteneth to the 
grete rightwisnesse of god, that nevere 
shal the pe^ne stmte of hem that nevere 
wolde withdrawen hem fro smne, hir 
thankes, but ay continue in smne , for 
thilke perpetuel wil to do smne shul they 
han perpetuel peyne / 

§ 102 Wanhope is in two maneres 
the firste wanhope is in the mercy of 
Crist , that other is that they thinken, 
that they no mighte nat longe persevere 
ingoodnesse / The firste wanhope comth 1070 
of that he demeth that he hath sinned so 
greetly and so ofte, and so longe leyn m 
smne, that he shal nat bo saved / Certes, 
agayns that cursed wanhope sholde he 
thmke, that the passion of Jesu Crist is 
more strong for to tmbmde than smne is 
strong for to binde / Agayns the seconde 
wanhope, he shal thmke, that as ofte as 
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he falleth he may aryse agayn by peni- 
tence And thogh he never so longe 
have leyn in sinne, the mercy of Cnst is 
alwey redy to receiven him to mercy / 
Agayns the wanhope, that he demeth 
that he sholde nat longe persevere in 
goodnesse, he shal thinke, that the 
feblesse of the devel may no-thing doon 
(1000) bnt-if men wol suffren him , / and eek 
he shal ban strengthe of the help of god, 
and of al holy chircho, and of the pro- 
1075 teccioun of aungels, if him list / 

§ 10^ Thanne shal men understondo 
what IS the fruit of penaunce , and, after 
the word of Jesu Crist, it is the endelees 
blisse of he\ene, / ther joye hath no con- 
trarioustee of av 0 ne grevaunce, ther alle 
harmes been passed of this present lyf , 
tlier-as is the sikernesse fro the peyne of 
hello , ther-as is the blisful companye 
that rejoysen hem everomo, everich of 
otheros joyo , / ther as the body of man, 
that whjlom was foul and derk, is more 
deer than the sonne , ther as the body, 
that whylom was syk, freele, and feble, 
and mortal, is inmortal, and so strong 
and so liool that ther may no-thing 
ape> rcn it , / thtr-as ne is neither hunger, 
thurst, ne cold, but every soule replenissed 
with the sighto of the parfit knowinge of 
god / This blisful regno may men pur- 
chaco by po\ orte espirituel, and the glorie 
by lowenesse , the plentee of joye by 
hunger and thurst, and the reste by 
travaillo , and the lyt by deeth and 
!o moitificacion of sinne / 

Here taketh the makere of this book 
his leve 

§ 104 Now pi eye I to hem alle that 
herkne this litol tretis or rede, that if 
ther be any thing in it that lyketh hem, 
that ther-of they thanken oure lord Josu 


Cnst, of whom procedeth al wit and al 
goodnesse / And if ther be any thing 
that displese hem, I preye hem also that 
they arrette it to the defaute of myn 
tinconninge, and nat to my wd, that 
wolde ful fayn have seyd bettre if I hadda 
had conninge / For oure hoke seith, ‘ al 
that IS writen is writen for oure doctrine ’ , 
and that is myn entente / Wherfore 
I biseke jow mekely for the mercy of 
god, that ye preye for me, that Crist have 
mercy on me and foryeve me my giltes / (1010 
— and namely, of my translations and 
endy tinges of worldly vanitees, the whiche 
I revoke in my retracciouns / as is the 1085 
book of Troilus , The book also of Fame , 

The book of the nynetene Ladies , The 
hook of the Duchesse , The book of seint 
Valentynes day of the Parlement of 
Bnddes , The tales of Caunterbury, thilke 
that sounen in-to sinne , / The book of 
the Leoun , and many another book, if 
they were in my remembrance, and 
many a song and many a lecherous lay , 
that Cnst for his grete mercy foryeve me 
the sinne / But of the translation of 
Boece de Consolacione, and others bokes 
of Legendes of seintes, and omelies, and 
morahtee, and deiocioun, / that thanke 
I oure lord Jesu Cnst and his blisful 
moder, and alle the seintes of hevene , / 
bisekinge hem that they from hennes- 
forth, un-to my lyv^es ende, sende me 
grace to biwaylo my giltes, and to studie 
to the salvacioun of my soule — and 
graunte me grace of vorray penitence, 
confessioun and satisfaccionn to doon m 
this present lyf , / thurgh the benigne 1090 
grace of him that is king of kinges and 
preest over alle preestes, that boghte ua 
with the precious blood of his herte , / so 
that I may been oon of hem at the day of 
dome that shullo bo saved Qu% cum 
patre^ dc *092 


Here is ended the book of the Tales of Caunterbury, compiled by Geffrey Chaucer, 
of whos soule Jesu Crist have mercy Amen 





APPENDIX 


VARIATIONS AND EMENDATIONS 

The text of Chaucer is, in some places, corrupt, and in others can be much 
improv ed by some emendation, usually of a slight character 

The text of the best authorities, as improved by collation with other good 
authorities, is here given Variations from these are denoted by an obelus (f) in 
the text, which may be considered as marking a reading as to which there is some 
doubt These are most numerous in the Romaunt of the Rose, the Book of the 
Duchesse, and the House of Fame There are very few doubtful readings in the 
Canterbury Tales, for which there are better authorities than in other cases. In 
the following Appendix all the doubtful readings and editorial emendations are 
accounted for I do not, however, notice words which are placed between square 
brackets, such as the word ‘ a ’ on p 1, 1 12 It will be understood, once for all, 
that all such words are supplied^ and are vii 88 ing in the originals, though often 
necessary for the sense or the metre, or for both 


ROMAUNT or THE ROSE 

The authorities are G (the Glasgow MS ) , and Th (Thynne’s edition of 1532). 
Also, from the nature of the case, F (the original French text, here quoted from 
the edition by M6on, Paris, 1813) No other authorities exist Many lines are 
wholly missing in G , and when it is not cited, this must bo understood Thus, it 
has lost Imes 1-44 

Page 1 3 Th sweuon , hut the plural ta required 4 Tli that false ne bene 

25 Til slepte , (sleep w more usual) 38 Th hatte , read hote (be called) 

Page 2 66 G Th had , read hath 102 G Th buskes (not Chaucer’s Jhrm) 
no G Til gan I 138 G Th Enclosed was , seel 1652 , F Tant clos 149 G Th, 
mynoresse (') , F movo'rease 

Page 3 196 G Th myscoueitmg (’) , P mesconter 220 G Th oourtpy {see 

Cant Tales, A 290) 248 Both peynted 

Page 4 2^*) Both Upon any worthy man falle 277 Both and so breketh. 

324 Both rent 

Page B 382 Both may neuer 442 Both ay (fjtving no sense ) , read shaL 
444 Both grace (’), for face lor vis t • 1 vxT 

Page 6 485 G laddris , Th ^ 
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yerd , see 1 656 501 Both wolde '/cr nolde , by coTifusion) 505 Both god kepe it 

fro care, a false rtme , clearly substituted for god it kepe and were Were is the 
E spelling of the verb in the French text, which has que Dtcx garisse 520 Both 
For , read Ful , (wo is here an adjective — sad) 5^6 G ony , Th any , read a 
Page 7 564 Some lines lost heie^ 3 linen ofY left untiansJated 586 Both may, 
rmd mayden. 602 Both lande of Alexandryne , but Alexandiyn is an adjective 
603 Q hidre be , Th hyther be 

Page 8 660 Both places 668 Both That , read These 720 Th reiielr> e , 

G reuerye, F reveidie 

Page 9 761 Both made , read make 791 Both bode {no sense) , read Bede , No 

bede I n: I -w onld not offer 

Page 10 8s 9 G seje, Th sey 860 G pleye(’), Th ploy (') 865 Both I -wot 

not what of liir nose I shal descryve {deven syllables) 8b6 Two lines lont he) a 
879 Both Love and as hym likith it be 923 Both Turke bowes two ful wel den j sed 
had he {too long) 

Page 11 959 Both shoten , see 1 989 984 Both on , read of 1007 Both And an , 

read As as an , F Ainsinc cum 1017 wyntred , but see 1 1020 1026 Both 

thought, read thmketh 1031 Both Sore {^) , F Sade 10,4 Poi/i And hight (’) 
Page 12 1037 in werk (*) 1058 Th prill , G prile , {error for prikke, 

wntien so as to look like prilke) 1080 Th amyled , G enameled 1089 Both durst (’), 
error for thrxxfie^ mo) e commonly fh.xi.Tie 1117 Both ragonnoe^ , "F jaifonces 
Page 13 1188 G sarlynysh , Th Sarlynysshe , F Sarrazinesche 1201 Both 

gousfaucoun (’) , F gonfanon 1210 Both He caste 1233 Th hempe , G hempe no 
(— hempene) 1236 Both a , read 00 (one) 

Page 14 1244 Both Bitokeneth 1282 Boife And she (’) , read Youtho , F Jonesce , 

see L 1302 1303 BotA that , read thus , see 1 1310 1313 G lore3es(error/orloreres), 

Th Laurclles 1315 Th ended, G eended (=:y-ended) 1324 Both durst {as in 
1 1089) 1332 Both she {for second he) 1334 Both hadde {for bad) , and bent {for 

bende), both omit it 1335? Both an {for on) 

Page 15 1341 G hadde mo shetto , Th had me shete (but shete is not a pp ) 

1343 Both had me greued 1348 Both hadde in all the gardyn be 1366 Both 
gardin {for yerd) 1369 Both Paiys (’) , for paradys 1397-8 Th knytte, sytte 
Page 16, 1440 Th dilectable 1447 Tli garden, read yerde in, cf 1348, 1366 

1448 Til. efters (’) , F tout Vestre 1453 Th shoten , 9 ead shete Th goodnesse (/or 
good mes) , cf 3462 1498 G velaynesly , Th vilaynously 1527 Bo<7i musede so 

Page 17 1591 Both entrees, F Tout Vestre i>393 Both yo (/or he) i«>94 Both 

Ye {for He) 1608 Both laughyng (’) , read loving 

Pago 18 1641 Both sighed 1644 Both strengthes 1648 G bitrisshed, Th 

byf^esshed. 1663 Both me, read be, F fusse, 1666 G wolo , Th wol 1674 Th 
ware, G waxe , both have Bone 1698 Both hath, omit wel? 1700 Both roses 
1713 Both For , read Ful 

Page 19 1721 G botheum , Th bothum 1732. Both Sithen 1758 Both two (') 

1766 Bo</i certis euenly , read certeinly 1771 Bothhia^ reader 1814 Bof/i lefte (’), 
read felte. 

Page 20 1848 Both mighte it 1851 Both sene I hadde 1833-4 Both thore, 

iaore, seek 1857 i860 Q Castith , Th Casteth 1913, 1914 Transposed tn G , Th 

Page 21 1924 Both softyng , see 1925 1925 Both pnkkith 1965. Both lone , 

sisad loners, aooa Both of ^ read to 
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l^age 22 20^8 Both queynt 2044 J^oth taken , read tan , of 2068 2046, Both 

disteyned , F Beceua 2067 Both susprised. 2068 Both taken , read tan , cf 2044, 
2076 G tlisGse , Th deseso , F dessaisir 2116 Both degree 

Page 23 2154 Both bigynneth to amende 2176 G say , Th. saye 2x85 Both 

vnto , fo7 to 219^ BotJi in , read a. 

Page 24 2264 Both on , read upon 2271 Th anmere , G awmere , see 2087 

2279 Both costneth , F couste 2285 Both Farce 2294 G Th knowxth (') , F nt 
2302 BotJi pleyneth , read pleyeth 2327 Both menen 

Pago 25 2336 Both londes , read loues 2341 Both this swifte , read swich yiffc , 

F 81 riche don 2365 Both and , read in. 2427 Th sene , read sende , F envoier 
2432 Th gone and visyten 

Page 26 2466 Better omit of 2473 Both Thought, read That swete ^ 2499. ^ 

yitt , Th yet , read yif 

Page 27 2564 Th forwerede , G forweriede , aee 3251 2369 Bothse, read seme, 

aCny Both 1 wote not, read I noot 2619 Both better 2621 Both on hir I caste, 
2622 Both That 2628 Both liggcn , read ly 

Page 28 , 2630 Both whider (’) 2673 Th whan , G whanne , read wham or 

whom , F Bequt tu ne puea avoir atae 2676 Corrupt F Au departs laporte haiae 
(1 e the lover is to kiss the door) 2709, 2710 Both more, fore 2712 Both to gon, 
ormt to 

Page 29 2774 Bot7i aftirward, 2796 G Thenkyng , Th Thynkyng , cf 2804, 

2824 Both not ben , F tu seroies 2833 Both me , read hem , cf 2845 
Page 30 2917 Both thou {for they) 2935 Both declared thee 

Page 31 2992 Both warrans , F Ge tous t puts hten garantir 

Pago 32 3052 Both Venus hath flemed 3115 Both arise. 3125 Both And late 

(or lette) it growe {too long) 3136 Th His 03 es reed sparclyng as the f3nre glowe 

{too long ) , sparclyng ta a qloaa on reed 

Page 31 3is:o G it , Th he , read I , F 3207 Both For Nature , I omit For 
3209 Both but if the 

Page 34 3264 Both seyne , feyne seems better 3274 Both he be a , 1 omit a. 

3301 After gete, Th inserts the, and G thee 3319. Both thought, read taughte, 
33^1 Who that , Jomtithat 3337 cherisaunce , F chevisance 

Pago 36 3399 Th forbode , G forbede , read forbad, 3433 Th suche , G sichen , 

F puis qu il me sict 

Page 36 3447 Both where that the , I omit that 3490 Both That he had, 

3491 G Thanne, Th Than, read That, F Qu* Amois 3522 Both ye {for he), 
F Que il 3525 Both it is 

Pago 37 3548 This ( “ This is) , F (Test, 3S54. Both Vpon ( for On) 3604. Read 

thar , Til dare 3626 Th oftros. 3643 Th the god of blesse , F Dtex la beneie, 
Pago 38 3660. Til That so , omit so 369a Th. grapes be ripe 3694 Both Hiough. 
3697 Both rennyng (') 3698 Both come {absurdly ) , see 1 . 2700 , read to me, 371a G 

herto IS , Th. hert is , read heitis (^hortes). 3718. Both neithir (foi noi) 3745 Both 
ployno or playne 3751 Both yo , read to 
Page 39 3755 Th with his heto. 3756 Both insert me afier baih 3774 G it 

wille, Th atwyh 38«;i Both verge, 03234 

Page 40 , 3880 Both lye, 3895 Both trechours, 3902, Both herte I crye, 

3907 Both lowe , 1 ead loude. 3928. Both must , read mot , supply take. 394a, Bath 
Do , read To, 3943 Both Thanne {or Than) close , F, Qut les roses clorra entor^ 
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Page 41 3994 Th vilanously, G vilayiiGsly 4021 G an high, Th. an hye. 

4026 Both To make 

Page 42 4089 Both place it a/ler L 

Page 43 4181 Both of, read as 4188 Both Boses , F rosters 4194 Both who 

(/or whiche) 

Page 44 4272 Both walketh (’) 4285 Both Which (/o? Ther), giving no sense 

4291 Both except 4322 Both wente abonte (’) , read wende a bought (a — have) j 
F Oes cuidote avoir achetda (I weened to have bought them) 4339 G tiliers , Th 
t^^Uers 4352 Both wente best abouen to haue 

Page 45 4363 Both but , read al Both lust 43613 Both is , read am 4366 Both 

charge 4372 G wole , Th wol , read wal 4425 Both good 

Page 46 4467 Both her (for his) 4476 Both preise 4350 Both Loue , read 

lorde 4 <356 Til moche that it , G mych that 

Page 47 4561 Both yeue good wille, F se Dtex platst 4387 Both ne fail id , 

I omtt ne 4617 Both not , read nisi, cf 4626 4657 Bothl, read han 

Page 48 4705 Both And through the , read A trouthe 4721 Th lyko , G like j 
read sike 4722 G trust , Th truste , (thrust = thirst) Both and (for in) 
4723 Both And. 4725 Both And 4731 Both Sen 

Page 49 473*3 Both by (for be) 4764 Both That , read But 4793 Both euer 

read er (ue before) 4796 Both al by partuere 4799 Both greven 4807 Both 
diffynedhere 4811 G kned,Th knedde 4812 Both With 4823 Both engendrure , 
see 6114 4837 Both han her lust 4846 Both what , for who 

Page 50 4S58 Bo^Zi their 4892 G perell, Th parel , but read tyme (sec 4891) 

4921 Bo^A But that if 4933 Both this 4935 Both youthes chamhre (or chambere) , 
F Jonesce sa chambertere 4943 Both And mo of (’) 4945 Both remembreth 

4948 Both him 

Page 51 4955 Both gan 4960 Both neither preise 5004 Th stondeth, 

G stondith 5010 Both weped 5021 Both he (for hir) 3028 Both list to loue 

Page 62 5050 Both gouen 5051 Both so, read sho (01 she) «;o'39 Both loued 

5068 Both That ^ read But, cf 4764 508*; Both to, read they 5107 G herberesi 

hem, Th herborest 5116 Both the, read thy, F ton 5117 Both by thought) 
F ta jonesce 5144 G ay , Th aye, read alway 
Page 63 5155 Both That , F Lors 5162 Pei haps say = assay 5201 (i^brtc) Both 

Aunsete , error for Amistie 5229 Both 00 state , read oon estate , see *3400 

Page 64 5278 Both bothe the 5283 Both this 5285 Both vnyte (’) 5287 Both 

And , read A man 5292 Th causes , G cause , see ^301, 5323 5335 Both he , cf 
5337t 534 * 534 * hir , read the 5345 Both Thurgh the , I oinit the 

Page 55 5360 Both greueth so groueth 5379 Both him silf (or selfe) 

5389 Bof^ kepen ay his , see 5167 5393 I omit alle before his 5401 Both ought tt 

be 5404 Both hath 5408 O it , read in , Th omits 5419, 5420, 5425, 5427, *3436 
Both hym (’) 1 F les 5433 Both to (/or so) 

Page 56 5452 Th chere (/or there) , G cheer (0 5463 Bof^ thus 5478 Both 

For to shewe , read She sheweth 5486 Both affect *3491 Both For al that yeuetl 
here out of drede 5493 G late , Th lette 5544 Both fablyng , F cheans (i e 
5546 Both caste 

Page 67 5555 Both in (for is) 5556 Both depe (error for dot?e = doth) 5569U Th 

haue you to haue , G ha yow to ha. 5577 Both perceyueth. 559a G mavis , Th 
xnauys, F inttCs (bushels) S5^ Both that (for it) $617 Both bomt 5641 Bofft take 
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Page 68 ^699 Both where , F guerre 5701 Both shal thogh he hath geten (’) 

^713 Both Thus IS thurst k;74i G fy, Th fye , read sy (From fy to sy means 
from the first syllable of fy-sy-cten (phisician) to the second ) 

Page 69 «;7«55 Both shewing 5761-2 Supply it tn 5761 , it occurs after Himsilf in 

5762 5781 Both The , F Trovs 5788 Both vnto 5821 Both nyl not. 

Page 60 58 <55 Both kepte , F qui mestrie, 5860 Both that like. 5883. Both As 

my nede is 5900 Both That such toures ben , / omit That and ben 

Page 61 *,942 Both folyly «5:959 Both beaute (0 5960 Both That I , I omit 

That 5976 Both ful dere 6002 Both grede , error for gnede 6006 Both beaute (as 
5959) 6009 Th wol , G wole 

Page 62 6064 Both hindreth 

Page 63 616? Both which , F tex (such) 6169 Both lette 6174 Both nede , F 

hesoignes 6205 I supply this line , went his wyle = turns aside his craft. 6206 Th 
begylen , G bygylyng 62^7 Th cowmen , G comyn 
Page 64 , 6243 Both ful many , omit fuL 6236 Both maketh the , omit the, 
6292 Both planten most 6296 Both feyne , F dire 6314 Both insert shal before 
never 6317, 6318 Two half-lines lost , words supplied by Kaluza. 

Page 65 6341 Both and reyned (’), /or streynod , 5667366 6334 Poi 7 i loly (’) , 

read blynde I supply ther 6^72 A line lost , supplied as m Morris’s edition , 
F Si n'en sui mes si receus 6378 Both I (for me) 6407 Both not , read yit. 

Page 66 6460 Both it is , F Porquot 6466 Both woth ( ') 6481 Both seruest , 

F sembles 6491 Both bettir 6493, Both of a pore 650a Both me a dyne 
6515 Both not 6^22 Both Hath a soule 6332 G thrittene , Th thirtene (wrongly) 
Page 67 65^9 G beggith , Th beggeth 6542 G goddis , Th goddes. 6565 G 

ther , Til. their 6569 Both yaf 6«)7o G folkis , Th folkea 6572 Both they , read 

leye , F gisoicnt 6606 Both Bon somtyme in , see 6610 
Page 68 6667 Both hauo bidde , I omit haue 6688 Th hondis , G omits 

6700 Both Yit 6707 Both mendiciens (-ence) 

Page 69 6819 Both wnne , both hem , both at 6823, 6824 Both robbyng, gilyng 

Page 70 6880 Til Ne wol , G Wol , read Nil. 691)2, 6907 Both burdens. 

6911 Both burdens , but borders are meant 6925, 6926 Both him. 

Page 71 6974 I omit a after tymcs 7018 G wernen , Th werryen 7029 Both 

these (for thefe), and that (for or) , F leires ou 7038 Both them. 

Page 72 7041 G cheffis , Th chetFes , F fromages 7092 Th We had ben tur- 

mented al and some , (G different ItnCy in late hand ) , F Tout oust este torm&nie, 

7109 G 1ms here 1 71 10, followed by a blank line , Th has That they [read he] ne might 

the booke by, followed by a spurious line 7110 Th To the copye, if hem. 

Page 73 7145 Bo^A no 7i«;9 J 3 o<k vpon 717^,7174 I supply these lines by con- 

jecture , F Par Pierre toil le Pape entendre 7180 Boffc That (read And) , to (read 
that) 7221 Both worthy , see 7104 Both mynystres , read maistres. 

Page 74 7316 Both slayn , F escorcht6s 

Page 76 7368 G gracche , Th gratche 7389 Th deuysed, 7392 Th salowe , 

read falowe 7394 Th to , read tho 7409 Th And. 7429, Th humbly 743a, Th 
remeued. 

Page 76 7473 Th hath hadde the 7488. Th doughty ('), F iioudretfA, 7533. Th* 

she nat herselfe (wrongly) 

Page 78 7653 G wole,Th woL 7662 Both ’wot^ F fait 7663. Th we (./hr ye)* 

G. omits 
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THE MINOR POEMS 

I AN A B C 

The MSS used to form this text are C r= MS Ff 5 30 m the Camb Umv Library, 
Jo:i::MS G 21, in St John’s College, Cambridge, G1 =1. Glasgow MS Q 2 2^ , 
Jju rz MS Laud 740, in the Bodleian Library , Gg MS Gg 4 27, in the Camb 
tJmv Library , P _ Fairfax 16, in the Bodleian , B r. Bodley 638 , Sion Sion 
Coll. MS The text follows closely the first of these ^ hut is co'i'retted hy collation with 
the others 

Page 81 163 All the MSS 2MSPr^'suffred after eek , pidbahly caught fiom the line 

above Or j^eiUxps his herte was caught from the line hdmv in ichich case, lead And 
Suffred eek, that Longius him pighte And note, that pighte should surely he prighte, 
1 e pricked, as in Cant Tales, F 418 properly means pitched Hence read 

And suffred eek, that Longius him prighte 
« 

II THE COMPLEYNTE UNTO PITE 
The MSS are Tn (Tanner 346), F (Fairfax 16), B (Bodley 638), Sh (Shirley’s 
MS , Harl 78) , Ff (Ff i 6, in the Camb Univ Library) , T , here put for Trin. 
(Trin Coll Camb. R 3 19), also Ho, (Harl 7578) The text follows "F mainly 
Page 82. 21 MSS w&s {for tlsus), tmee , wrongly 77 MSS is (/orms) 

in THE BOOK OF THE DUCHESSE 
The authojities are only Th (Thynne’s edition, 1532) , and thiee MSS , viz F (Fairfax 
16) , Tn (Tanner 346) , B (Bodley 638) J follow F mainly B and F are much 
alike 

Page 83 6 All take no kepe 14 All sorwful (badly) , read sory 23 All this 

Page 84 76 Not tn Tn B , Th F of Alcyone his wyfe 80 Not in Tn B , Th F 

began to yerne , read gan to erme 82 Not tn Tn B , Th F her thought so (cojpiecZ 
from 81) , 'lead he dwelte so 86 Not m Tn B , Tli F Tliat she had this , I omit she, 
and supply alas from 87, where it occurs after him, and makes the line too long 
101 All this lady , for she 107 All wepte , read weep 131 All right so (put right 
belongs to L 132) 

Page 85 149 All speke xight so (but right belongs to L 150) 158, All noght 

(^rnothmg) 175 Tn slepte, F slept, see lyj i8«) A Zi up and axed 204 All am* 
206 I supply look 207 All for suebe , read at whiche 212 All alias , read A 
Page 86 264 All insert queue after 294 AZZAnd, read 1 296 All 

tnseH my before slope 300 All ouer al , I omit oner 328 AZZ and of king 329 All 
repeat of king before Lamedon 330 All insert And oko before of Medea 331 All 
and of (for and) 332 (Marked by mistake, so in MSS) 334 AZZ And, read Of. 
342 All insert to before cold 

Page 87 348 .4ZZAndI, omit And 380 A ZZ and so at , onitZ so 443 All insert 

nght before wonder 

Page 88 454 All but B insert right before yong 473 All insert ful before weL 

479b After this line, Th inserts And thus in sorowe lefte me alone j tt is spurious 
[Hence there is no line 480.] 498 All for ther no , and is (for was) 517 All had 

ygret / read grette , see 503. 548 Insert good , cf 714, 721 
Page 89« 570 All with his , omit his 571, All may no , omit no 583. All so ful, 
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omit fal 584 All That, oead Tliogh 586 For the former hit^ all have him, tfec 
585 589 F B Thesiphus , Tn Tesiphus , Th Tesyphns {mtswrttten for Cesiphns = 

Sesiphus) 599 F Th sorowe(0, Tru sorov(’), read song 630 Th Tn flonres, 
F B flonrys , read flour is 

Page 90 660 All in the , omit the 681 All she my fers , read my fers she 

(Koch) 693 For ther , omit For 721 2IW yis pardo , omityis 728 .4 Z 2 also , 
read als 732 All the quene , omit the 740 All no man , read noon 745 F Tn, 
Loo she that maj’- he , Th Howe that may be , here she is an error for sir , and how 
that may bo for how may that be , the edition of i^$o has Howe may that be 

Page 91 7SI All insert shalt after thou , omit it (Koch) 771 Alll prayde , omU 
I 779 ,4ZZ moste able , owitZ moste 785 ,4ZZ ryght so , om7Z ryght 802 41 ZZ That 
tyme and , omit That tyme 805 All on a day 806 All ther that I , omit that. 
823 2IZZ Than any othei planote in heven 828 ^IZZandof, omit of 829 j 4ZZ and 
so , omit and 840 All counseyl {a gloss upon reed, the original iLord) 844 All 
better 

Page 92 895 2UZ But which , omZ But 905 Was white , omit {reserved 

fori 948) 924 w4 ZZ swore wel , om/Z wel 9V1 ^ZZ never yet, omit yet 942 ^IZZ 

and jmre flat, omit pure 943 All or , read uid 
Page 93 9^9 ,4ZZ nere pure, omit pure 971 All swere wel , read sweren. 

994 All And therto , omit And 997 All Wliat harme was, hut harm is mono- 
syllabic 1020 woldo not , 7(3adnolde 1028 AZZinto, read to 1040 All and my 
goddesse (’), read and my lisse i^i e consolation) io«;i All loked her , omit her 
Page 94 107s; All nay trewly I, omit trewl^ 1099 coude tho, read tho 

coude 1147 All hit not never , omit not 
Page 95 1188 All tern , read r\\m 1189 A ZZ soy right , omzZ right 1234 All to 
false, om^Z to 1,39 2IZZ ryght as , oiriiZ ryght 

Page 96 1-64 A ZZ thy ngos , read thing 1322 ^ZZ ther was, oiaiZ ther 

IV THE COMPLEYNT OF MARS 

The authorities aie F (Fairfax 16), Tn (Tanner 346), Ju (Julian Notary s 
edition), Harl (Harl 7333), T (Trin Coll Camb , R 3 20), Ar (Arch. Selden B 24, 
in the Bodleian Library), Th (Thynne’s edition, 1332) I follow F mainly 
Page 98 89 A ZZ nygh dreynt , owitZ nygh 125 All transpose hir amd don 

Page 99 141 All god helpo, read helpo god , and accent sely and Venus on the 

latter syllable 

Page 100 274 3Io8t MSS hate to so , T omits ta 

V THE P^RLEMENT OF FOULES 

The authorities aie F (Fairfax 16), Gg (Gg 4 27, Camb. Umv Library), Trm. 
(Trill Coll Camb R 3 19), Cx (Caxton’s edition), Harl. (Harleian 7^33), O (St, 
John’s Coll , Oxford) , Ff (Ff 1 6, Camb Umv Library) I have also considted Tn. 
(Tanner 346), D (Digby 181), and others I follow F mainly ^ chiefly corrected 
hy Gg 

Page 101 39 All he f read hit , see 36, 43 

Page 106 396 All have formed 

Page 109 613, Gg reufulles (’)i PepySi rowthfull , rest rewfhl (♦). 
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VI A COMPLEINT TO HIS LADY 

Orly two MS copies Sh (Slurley’s MS , Haxl 78) , Ph (Philhpps 9053, now Addit. 
34360) Aho Ed (edition of 1561) I follow Sli mainly , hut correct many had 
spellings , and supply many words, and even lines Lines 124-133 are in Ph only 
Page 111 14 All now doth , I omit now 15 This line is supplied, to rime with 

1 17 19 Sh and yit my, I put fro /or yit 24 Thu line supplied, to rime with 

h 22 , cf Compl of Mars, 189, 25, 26 Supplied , cf Compl to Pite, 22, 17 , Anelida, 

307 33 J omit she before sleeth 56 A line lost , supplied from Anelida, 181 

Page 112 59 Supplied from Anelida, 182 68 Sh euer do 78 Sh youre , read vow 
79. Sh wist that were , I omit that Sh your "kyoncsse {repeated from 76) , read yow 
distresse, 82 {The dagger should precede la) , Sh thane is , omit thane 102 Sh heon 
euer , read ever been 103 Imperfect , I supply here 104 Sh But the , omit But. 
1 14 Sh nought, read nothing 120 Sh no trewer so verrayly, Ed no trewer 
\QTo\y {false rime) 127 Ph For wele , om For 129 Not in Sh , Ph Tliat yow 
mvght offenden 132 Not in Sh , Ph no blisse , omit no 133 Ph dwelle withyn. 

VIL ANELIDA AND ARCITE 

Authorities Harl (Harl 7333)} F (Fairfax 16) , Tii (Tanner 346) , D (Digb> 181), 
Cx. (Caxton’s edition) , B (Bodley 638) , Lt (Longleat MS ) , Th (Thynne s edition, 
1532) J follow "F mainly 

Page 114 91 Th Tn Harl tiustctli , 9 cst truste<l , lead trust (-trusteth) 

129 All lenger she , omit she 
Page 115 174 All speketh she 191 All un-to , read to 

Page 116 241 All be founde, hut be was copied infiom 1 24a 

Vin CHAUCERS WORDES UNTO ADAM 
From T (Trin Coll Camb , R 3 20) Also in Ed (edition of 1361) 

Page 118 3 T thy long lokkes , long 4 T wryte more truwe , omit more 

IX THE FORMER AGE 

Two copies I (In 3 21, Camb Univ Library), Hh (Hh 4 12, m the same) 
Chiefly from L 

Page 118 3 I paiedof the, omit the 11 I gnodded , Hh knoddjd, correctly 

gniden, pt pi o/gniden 

Page 119 23 RoiA No batails trompes , 07 / 12 ^ batails 34 I No places wildnesse , 

Hh No place of wildnesse , omit places, place ol c6 A line lost , I supply it 

X. FORTUNE 

Authorities I (Ii 3 21, Camb Univ Library), A (Ashmole 59), T (Trin ColL 
Oamb), F (Fairfax 16), B (Bodley 638), H (Harl 2251) 

XI MERCILES BEAUTE 
One copy P (Pepys 2006). 36 P this , read ther 

XIL TO ROSEMOUNDE 
One copy MS RawL Poet 163 , leaf 114 

Page 121, II semy (sic) , read seemly fynall (for final, a misreading o/smalX 
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XIII TRUTH 

Authorities At (Addit 10340), Gg (Gg 4 27, Camb Univ Library), E (Elles- 
mere MS ) , Ct (Cotton, Cleop D 7) , T (Trm ColL R 3 20) , F (Fairfax 16) , and 
others Ctiiefly from E 2 he Envoy is in At only 

Page 122 19 Know thy con tree , Harl F T Loke vp on hie aa Hold the hje 

wey , Harl F Weyve thy lust 

XIV GENTILESSE 

Authorities A (Ashmole ^9), T (Trm Coll R 3 20), Harl (Harl 7333), Ct. 
(Cotton, Cleop D 7), Ha (Harl 757P), Add (Addit 22139), Cx (Caxton’s edition), 
I follow Cx mainly 

Page 123 20 Cx makes hem eyres, that can hem queme , A mathe his heyre 

him that wol him qweme , Ct That makcth his heiies hem, &c 

XV LAK OF STEDFASTNESSE 

Authorities Harl (Harl 7^33), T (Trm Coll R 3 20), Ct (Cotton, Cleop D 7), 
F (Fairfax 16), Add (Addit 22139), Bann (Bannatjme) , Th (Thynne’s edition, 
others I follow Ct mainly 

XVI LEHVOY A SCOGAN 

Authorities Gg (Gg 4 27, Camb tlniv Library), F (Fairfax 16), P (Pepys2oo6), 
Th (Thynne’s edition, 1532) I follow 'F mainly 

XVII LENVOY A BUKTON 

Author dies F (Fairfax 16), Th (Thynne’s edition) , Ju (Julian Notary’s edition), 
I follow F mainly 

XVIII THE COMPLEYNT OP VENUS 

Authorities T (Trm Coll R 3 20) , A (Ashmole 39) , Tn (Tanner 340) , F 
(Fairfax 16) , Ff (Ff 1 6, Camb Univ Library) , Ar (Arch Selden, P 24) , P (Pepys 
2006), Th (Thynne’s edition, 1532) I follow F mainly 

N B Another authority is the set of three original French Ballades by Otes de 
Graunson, which Chaucer here imitates 

Page 125 31 All Pley or Pleye, read Pleyne, tianslation of original French 

riaindre 

XIX. THE COMPLEINT TO HIS PURSE. 

Authorities F (Fairfax 16) , Hark (Hark 7333) , Ff (Ff 1 6, Camb Univ Library) , 
P (Pepys 2006), Add (Addit 22139), (Caxton’s edition) , Th (Thynno’s od 
I follow F mainly 

XX. PROVERBS 

Authorities F (Fairfax 16), Ha (Hail 7578), Ad (Addit 16165) J follow F 
mainly 

Page 126 i All inseH thus after these , / omit thus 

XXI AGAINST WOMEN UNCONSTANT 

Authorities Ct (Cotton, Cleop D 7), F (Fairfax 16), Ha (Hark 3758) , Ed, (Stowe's 
edition, 1561) 

Page 127, 17 All stondeth, read stank 
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XXIL COMPLEINT DAMOUES 

Authomties Harl (Harl 7333), F (Fairfax 16), B (Bodley 6^8) 

Page 127 4 right thus , owiiZ right 9 ulZZNe, read For 

Page 128 86 I supply thov from Pari Foules, 31a 

XXIII A B\LADE OF COMPLEYNT 
Sole copy MS Addit i6i6'j, fol 256, back. 

XXIV WOMANLY NOBLESSE 
Sole copy MS Addit 34360, fol 21, back 

Page 129 13 Tins line is supplied hy conjecture 18 MS for to , I omit for 

25 And thvnkith be raison {too long) 26 for til do the , I omit the, and substitute to 
for til 


TRANSLATION OF BOETHIUS 

Authorities C (Camb Univ Library, Ii 3 21), A (Addit 10^40), Fd (Th^uines 
edition, 1532) , Cx (Caxton’s edition) , Ii (li i 38), Ac I follow C mainly 

Page 131 Prose I 74 Cx Ih from, MSS om^Z from 

Page 133 Pr, III 63 Cx Th Soranos (as Latin text) , C A Sorans Mrr IV 
12 Cx Th leyte , Ii leit , C A light 

Page 134 , Pk IV 97 This Gloss is misplaced in the MSS , it comes in before Textus 
ml 87 

Page 144 Pr III 66 I omit and before fulfuldcst , it is luorae than needless 

Page 153 Pr, VIII 28 C A wmdinge , Cx wyndy, Lat uentosam 

Page 166 Pr. II 125 I supply nat, for clearness , it is implied in the folUywing ne 

Page 188 Pr, VL 300 All the , read that 

Page 190 Met VI ^8 Read bretheth , lu brethith , A, bredith , C Ed bereth, 
Lat spiral 

Page 196 Pr III 192 All of the 'whicho {no sense ) , read than which e. 


TROILUS AND CEISEYDE 

Authorities Cl (Campsall MS), Cp (Corp Chr ColL Cam 6i), H (Harl 2280), 
H2 (HarL 3943), Cm (Gg 4 27, in Camb Univ Libiary), Ed (edition by Thynne, 
i5-)2) I follow Cl and Cp mainly^ which are much alike 

Page 247 17 All hem , read him , see L 19 

Page 249 144 CL Cp H ben ay Llyke , Ed to ben aye ylike , H2 bene ylyke , 

Cm ay ben I-hk , read been y-like ay 

Page 255 572 Cm. thourrste , Cp H thruste , Cl dorste , H2 Ed durst, read 

thnrlte 

Page 279 391 H truste {rightly ) , rest trust All to findon (or flndc) , omit to. 

Page 814 1109. All the est , read th’est 

Page 321 1586 All That she , emit That i6i8 All Come or Com. 
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THE HOUS or FAME 

Authorities F (Fairfax 16), B (Bodley 6^8) , P (Pepys 2006) , Cx (Caxton’s edition) 
Th (Thynne’s edition, I follow Y mainly 

Page 326 8 All why this, omit why ii why these, omit why 20 All 13 

more , omit is 24 All needlessly inseit the {01 her) before brayn 

Page 327 S8 All jionerto , read povert , or elide the final e 119 All slept, 
slepte, lead slc(p , see 4^8 

Page 329 362 A ll But al , omit But 

Page 330 366 All leadm 370 MSS Allas (or alas ’) , rmd Eneas {How- 

ever Th. Tiflw him, ilas ) 399 Cx Th Oe!non% {which read as four syllables 0 -e-no-ne 
as in Troll 1 6^4) 

Page 331 513 All scly , read selly (1 e strange) 

Page 332 Cx Th P agast so, lead so agast 603 All do, read done 

{geuind) 613 All herkc , lead herkne, see j2S 618 Deficient, I mpply goddesse 
621 -dZZ lytel (litell) , ^^’adljte 
Page 333 727 Cx Th P a worthy , F B wortho a , omit a 

Page 334 764 All hoikc , see 723 827 F And that sum xdace stide , B Th And 

that som st'vde , (not m Cx P ) , lead And that the mansioun , see 754, 831 8^0. All 

Tliat , lead Than 

Page 336 896 Cx Th gan to , rest to, read ga.n 91 1 All token (’) , leadtoun, 

see 890 

Pigo 336 ux)7 F Cx Th B Athalantcs, P athlauntres (cf Atlante, Ovid, 
Fasti, \ St,) 

P ige 3 57 1114 F citoe , P cite ( — site) , cyte 

Pige 33 ^ 1177 Siqply (laitfrom 1 1178, where it occurs, after cast, tr Cx Th P 

1180 B Kahew^nnes, P Babe’s^ curies , {all coirupt) 1210 F Siten, B Sate, Cx 
Th Sat, P Sett, ^todSeten 

Page 339 i.so Th pleyeng , re^ pley 1271 All the {put for thee) 1303 F 
hat, B hate, Cx Th hackyng, ?e«dhatte 

Page 340 1301 F B Sit, Cx P Sat, lead Sitte 1373 wonderly, see 1327 

141S AZZ And thus, omit \nd 

Page 341 1494 F high the {for highthe) , Cx. Tli heyght , lead highte, 

see 744 1327 All into , r ad 111 

Page B 42 it;7o All V-pon , read Vp 

Page 343 1000 All wcikos , lead work {and so in 1701, 1720) 1686 All oi bawme, 

omit of 1725 F B Til Al so , i<st And so , read So 
Pago 344 i7()«; F B now let so , ow?t now 1813 AZZ grete, gret , gretest 

Page 345 1833 F Th be noght for, Cx B be for , read be but tor 1887 AZl 
thingo, thing , 9 6adtliingts 1897 A ZZwote , read wisto , 1901 1902 AZZ dwelled 

or dwollyth 1907 B Whithen , rest Why than, read WTiiche 194a F Cx B 
hattes(’), Th hutches, ? tod hottes 

Pago 846 1961, 1962 A ?Z werres, rest es , read werre, rcsto. 1967 AZZ and eek of, 

omit and 00k (cf 1968) 1975 All uiongly write niisgovernomont as one word 

2009 All tluse, read swicho 2017 F fixit {for froit rr fruit) , B foot, Cx, Th 
swote 2021 AZZyafm omitm 2026 F B here anoon Cation) , Cx Th here, read 
anoon heer 
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Page 347 2049 All he , read the other 20'?3 And thus (^w;2ce) , omit And 

(twice) 2061 F B forth ryght to, Cx forth unto, Th streyghtto, read forth to 
2076 F B Went every mouthe (’) , Th Cx Wente euery tydyng , read Wente every 
word, 2083 All and wente, read hit wente 2104 B haue that oon, F han on, 
Th have one All omit of 

Page 348 2^2 B nose, F Th noyse (') F anhighenO, Th onhvghen(’), B, 

and yen , read on hyghe (or on hye) 


THE LEGEND OF GOOD WOMEN 

Authorities for Text A (earlier version) of the Prologue sole copy C (Gg 4 27, in 
Camh Univ Library) Foi Text B (later version) of the same, and all the rest 
F (Fairfax 16), Tn (Tanner 346), T (Trin Coll Cam R. 3 19) , A (Arch Selden 
B 24), B (Bodlev 638), P (Popys 2006), Th (Thjnne’s edition, 1532), also C (as 
above) ^ Add (Addit 9832) 

Page 353 , col i 131^ C is here corrupt , it Tlie honour and tlie humble 
obeysaunce I suggest They dide honour and humble obeysaunces , or ? ead Yelding 
honour, &c (as in coL 2) Col 1 , 137, 138 , imperfect , I fill up the gajjs 
Page 370 842 All renten (rente), wrongly , read renden 

Page 374 1126 AM honourable , read noble , see 1143, 1210, 1222 
Page 376 1217 C bestys wilde , TAP wild bestys, lest wilde hertes , read 

hertes wilde 12^8 All and becom (against metre) , read to been 
Page 878 1463 All yle of, omit of 

Page 383 1879 All himself 07 himselfe , read himselve 

Page 887 2138 All was performed , read performed was 

Page 388 2227 All quyte him , read him quyte 
Page 393 2392 Th And what , C T That what , read Wliat 


TREATISE ON THE ASTROLABE 

Authointies A (Camb Univ Library, Dd 3 S3) , B (Bodloy, E Museo 54) , C 
(Rawhnson 1370), D (Ashmole 391) , E (Bodley6i9), F (Corpus 424), G (Tnn Coll 
Cannil. 15 18), H (Sloane 314), I (Sloane29i), K (Rawhnson, Misc 3), L (Addit. 
23002), M (St John’s Coll Cam), N (Digby72), O (Ashmole 360) , P (Camb Univ 
Library, Dd 12 51) , Q (Ashmole 393) , R (Egerton 2622) , S (Addit 29230) I follow 
A mainly, collated with B C I M P The lattei paii, (after Part II § 40) /roin 
L. M N O P R S 

Part 899 § 12 8, 9 MSS wrongly transpose umbia versa, and umbra recta 

( umbra extensa) 

Page 402 § 3 51, 53 For 18, some MSS have 12 

Page 403 § 3 62,63 Some MSS Sand 2 , others, 9 and 10 64 Some 23, otheis to 
§4 12 CP forseide same degree, omit same 25 All 15, read 25, Lat text, 
mginti quinque 

Page 409 § 25 45 Two sets of readings here , the second set puts the Sun in 

10 degrees of Leo, with an altitude of 56, and declination, 18 , difference, 38. 

Page 410 § 28 37 All heed (heued) /or ende, absurdly, cf 27, 31, 
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Page 414 § 40 8 Read for sotlie , miawritten for sonne *n A B , others var^ 

Page 415 § 40 75 A omits of and degrees , hut retains 3 93 P supplies the last 

five words, which A B C E omit § 42 24, 25 For 2, M has 6 , for 3, M. has 4. 

Page 416 §44 20 N wreten, read wryte 36 L N O passid, M omits ^ 
read lasse 

Page 417 §45 10 LI wold wyttyn , N Iw3don , O wrytoun, 

THE CANTERBUEY TALES 

Authorities E (Ellesmere MS ) , Hn (Hengwrt MS ) , Cm (Gg 4 27, Camb Univ 
Library) , Cp (Corpus Chr Coll Oxford) , Pt (Petworth MS ) , Ln (Lansdowne 8*51) , 
HI (Harl 73^4) Also, occasionally, Dd (Dd 4 24, Camb Univ Library) , Keg (Reg 
17 D XV), Add (Addib «?i4o) , Li (Lichfield MS ) , SI (Sloane, 168?). 

Page 421 179 HI cloysterlees («ce 180) , Cm rekeles , mi recchelees, recheles. 

Page 422 252 b, 252 c, fiom Hn , ‘lest omit 

Page 435 1290 All moste, miiste, most , read mot. 

Page 443 1979 HI swymbul , 1 est rumbeL 

Page 449 2420 All insert the (or thy) before victorie , it clogs the line. 

Page 458 3155, 3156 Fiom E Cm HL , rest omit 

Page 462 ^451, ^4 '>7, astromye is intentional 

Page 465 3721, 3722 1 rom E (also in old editions) , rest omit 

Page 466 3818 Nowclis ts an tnicMiionai en or , aee 3834 

Page 476 47 Dd But , rest That {wrongly) 

Page 484 621 A short line , I inseit ful 

Page 486 791 HI vn-to , Pt to, i est ii\, read un-til 

Page 492 1163-1190 E Hn Cm omit, mainly fi om 1189 Most MSS phislyas, 

Sloane, phillyas , Ln fisleas , read physices, 1 e physices liber 

Page 603 1995 Supplied fiom Reg 17 D xv , ynosi MSS omit this line 

Page 609 2252, 2253 Not in the MSS , hut necessary , supplied from 2274 and 2280, 

which see 

Page 619 2623, 2624 Not in the MSS , suirplied hy tianslating the French text. 

Page 626 28-.4 From namore to god is not in the MSS , hut is necessary 

Page 636 3564 After this line most MSS insert the stories from Nero to Cresus 

<11 3653-3956), incorrectly 

Page 638 3657 MSS North, ?ead South 

Page 641 3910 HI Valirien , lest Valerius , ed. 1561, Valerio (rightly) 

Page 646 4266 All MSS inseH herkneth or herken after But 

Page 682 . 1294 After this line most MSS insert IL 1307, 1308 , which are out of 

jdace here MS HI. is right 1307, 1308 Nearly all MSS omit these lines, having 
inserted them after 1 1294 above MS HI is right. 

Page 626 2240 The MSS omit the word stories, leaving sense and metre 

incomplete 

Page 628 2a Most MSS ha3 e pttous, which will not scan , but Hn has pietous, 
which also occurs in Troilus 
Page 685 620 I supply ne 

Page 658 277 For ‘ Valerians,' the MSS absurdly have ‘Cecilies’ , bat the Latin 

original has ‘ Valenani,’ 
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Page 664 1171 E terned , Cm ternede, rest tomQd.^ wrongly So also in 1 1274 

below 

Page 674 10 Chancer has made a mistake , foi the mones read Satnrnes Libra 

IS the exaltation of Saturn, not of tho Moon 

Page 6S7 387 HI spnngeis, Hn sprynge , E Pt Ln spr\ngen Perhaps 

‘ springes ’ would be better 

Page 689 443 All 3TSS transpose Laban and Pliarao 

Pago 606 616 Some needful words are here supplied , MSS omit ‘ god 

bitraysen ’ 

Page 707 858 Read busshes , E Seld Ln boauteos (’) , Cm beauteis (') , HI 

beaut es (’) , Pt bewtees(') 

Page 711 955 E Cm Danyel , rest Bauid, as in the French original 



GLOSSARIAL INDEX 


The references in -this Index are given according to the following scheme 
Poems denoted hy Arabic numerals aro Minor Poems Thus, under ‘ Abaved,* 
the reference ‘ ^ 614’ means Minor Poem no 3, line 614, or 1 614 of the Book of the 
Duchesse The letter ‘ R ’ refers to the Romaunt of the Rose, Fragment A, in 
pp i-i8 , the rest of the Po< m, not being Chaucer’s, is indexed separately Thus 
‘ R. i6^ ’ means 1 16^ of the Romaunt 

The five books of Boethius aro denoted by B i, B 2, B B4, B5, respectively , and 
the ‘prose’ and ‘metrical’ stctions aio denoted by ‘p’ and ‘m’ Thus, under 
‘Abaisscn,’ the reference ‘B4 p 7 8i ’ means ‘Boethius, bk i\ prose 7, line 81’ 
The five books of Tnulus are denoted by T 1 , T 11 , T ni , T iv , and T \ Thus 
‘T ill 12^^ ’ means ‘ Troilus, bk 111 , Imo 123^ * 

The House of Fame and the Legend of Good Women aro denoted by ‘ HF ’ and 
‘ L ’ resiicctnely If, in the latter case, the italic letter ‘a’ follows the number of 
the line, the icfcrcnco is to the earlier (or A-tevt) of the Prologue to the legend 
Thus ‘ HF 863 ’means ‘House of Fame, line 863’ Again, ‘L 207s’ means ‘Legend 
of Good Women, lino 2075 , ’ and ‘ L 200 a ’ means ‘ Legend, &c , line 200 of the text 
in the left-hand column ’ 

The Piologiio and the two books of the Treatise on the Astrolabe nie denoted, 
resxiectively, by ‘A pr ,’ ‘ A 1 and ‘An’ Thus the rtlcieiice ‘An 10 S’ means 
‘Astrolabe, bk 11 § 10, line 8 and ‘A pr 10’ means ‘Astrolabe, prologue, line lo.* 
References to the Can tci bury Talcs are known by the use of tlio letters B, C, D, 
E, F, G, H and I, which are used to denote the various Groups into which the Tales 
are divided In this case, ‘A’ is never followed by a full stop or by Roman, 
numerals, as when the ‘Astrolabe’ is leferred to, and such a reference as ‘ B «;,* 
meaning line «? of Group B, is quite distinct from ‘B 3 pi 1,’ whore ‘B 3 ’means 
l)k V of Boethius, and is invariably accompanied by the ‘ p * or ‘ xn ’ denoting the 
‘ prose ’ or ‘ metre ’ 

Summary of the Minor Poems The Minor Poems are all numbered, \iz. 1 (ABC ) , 
2 (Compleynte unto Pito), 3 (Book of the Duchesse), 4 (Mars), 5 (Parlcment of 
Foules), 6 (Complemt to his Lady), 7(\nelida), 8 (Wordes to Adam\ g (Former 
Age), 10 (Fortune), ii (Merciless Beauty) , i2(To Rosemounde) , 13 (Truth), i4(Gentil- 
esse) , 15 (Lak of Stodfastnesse) , 16 (tn\oy to Scogan), 17 (Envoy to Bukton) , 
18 (Venus), 19 (To his Purse), 20 (Proverbs), 21 (A.gamsfc Women XJneonstant) , 
22 (Amorous Complaint) , 23 (Balade of Compleymt) , 24 (Womanly Noblesse) 
Alphabetically, the references are to A (Group A of Cant Tales) , A (Astrolabe) , 
B (Group B of C T ) , B I B (Boethius, books i to 5) , C, D, E, F, G, H, I (Groups 
C to I ot C T), HF (House of Fame), L (Legend of GoihI Women), R (Romaunt 
of the Rose) , T 1 Tv (Troilus, books 1 to 5) The Minor Poems, numbered i to 
24, are given nlxive 

N B Words containing ay, ry, oy, aw, ew, ow, are sometimes entered as if spelt with 
ai ei, oi, au, cm, 01c, respectively 
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Abbreviations Besides s , adj , and adv , for substantive, adjective, adverb, the 
following are nsod in a special sense — v , a verb in the infinitive mood , ger , gerund , 
pr 8 , present tense, 3rd person singular , pr pi , present tense, 3rd jierson plural 
Other persons are denoted by the figures i or 2 

Fragments B and C of the ‘ Romaunt ’ are glossed in a separate Index 


A 

A, the first letter of the alphabet, T 1 
1 71 , the letter A, A 161 
A, tndef art a, A 24, &c , al a, the whole 
of a, E 1 1 6*5, one, D 1396, one and the 
same, 21 5 , about, some, L 207^ 

A, prep on, on (the), in, for , A-nighte, bv 
night, B 37^8 , A-dayes, a-days, E 1164, 
A-morwe, on the morrow, A 822 , A three, 
in three, A 2934 , A goddes half, ‘ on 
God’s side,’ in God’s name, D «;t> , A 
goddes name, in God’s name, A 854 
A ’ tnt ah ’ 3 21^ 

A ’ Ba ' interj aha ’ T 1 868 
Abaissen, ger to be dismayed, B 4 p 7 
81 , pp amazed, spell-bound, abashed, 
cast down, disconcerted, E 317, iio8 
Abak, adv backwards, A 3736, aback, 
back, L 864 

Abakward, adv backward, B 3 m 12 66 
Abandoune, v devote, 1 713 , pr s aban- 
dons, B 2767 

Abasshen, v fear, be abashed, B k«;2, 
pp abashed, confused, confounded, dis- 
concerted, 5 447 , R ^3, &c 
Abate, v lower, put down, B 378a, de- 
preciate, R 286 , 2 pr 8 8 ubj subtract, 
A 11 10 8 , pp enfeebled, B 3 p 5 52 , 
put down, 1 191 

Abaved, pp confounded, disconcerted, 3 
614 

Abayst , see Abaissen 
Abe , alphabet, A 1 1 1 3 
A-bedde, m bed, T 1 915 
Abegge, v pay for it, A 3938 A Kentish 
form See Abeye, Abye 
A-begged, a-begging, F 1380 
Abet, s abettmg, aid, T n 337 
Abeye, v pay for, C 100 See Abye 
Abiden, Abit , see Abyde 
Abite, 8 habit, dress, L 146 a 
A-blakebened , see Blakeberied 
Able, adj capable, 3 786 , fit, suitable, 
adapted, A 167 , fit, L 320 , fit lor, 3 
779, deemed deserving, i 184, fitting, 
R 986 

Ablinge, pr pt enabling, lifting, B 3 m 
9 37 , fitting, B I m 6 19 
Abodes, pi of Aliood, a 
Aboghte, Aboght , see Abye 
Abood, 8 delay, A 965, tarrying, T v 


1307, abiding, continuance, HE 1963 
pi delays, T 111 834 
Abood, pt 8 0/ Abyde 
Aboute, prep about, round, throughout 
round about, near 

Aboute, adv about, engaged in, T v 
1645 , in due ordei , in turn, A 8()o 
around, here and there , been a , gc 
about, endeavour, \ 1142 
Abo ven , pi ep abo% e 
Abregge, gei to abiidge, shorten, T ui 
262 , A with thy peynes, to shorten thj 
pains with, T iv 426 
Abreggmge, s abridging B 5 p i 37 
diminishing, I 368 

A-breyde, v awake, T 111 1113, come t( 
my senses, HF 6:59 , Abrayd, jpf 8 [sirom 
form), woke up, started up, 3 192 

Abreyd, i pt 8 started from sleep, HF 
110 , Abravde,^!# 8 {weak /orix), started 
B 4198 , Abrevde, awoke, T 1 724 
Abroche, % broach, D 177 
Absente, 2 pi pi subj absent j ourself 
I 4 ^ 

Abusioun, abuse, absurdity, T iv 990 
deceit, B 214 , a shameful thing, scandal 
T IV 1060 

Abyden, ? abide, await, i 131 , wait for 
HF 1086, bo still, withdraw, F 1322 
•pi 8 awaits, B 2175, dwells, T 11 987 
Abit, pi 8 waits for, T 1 1091 , abides 
G 1175 , imp 8 stay, wait, A 3129 , imp 
pi B 1173, pres pt E737, Abood, pf s 
awaited,!’ i\ 136, stopped, HF 1062 
expected, 3 247 , Abiden, pt pi abode, T 
1 474, Abiden, jPjP waited, B 3 P9 191 
Abydinge, s expectation, B 2 p 3 66 
Abye, v pay for, A 4393 , pi pi undergo 
B 4 p 4 86 , Aboughte, pt 8 paid for 
T v 1736, suffered for, A 2303 , Aboght 
pp paid for, L 2483 , purchased, 18 37 
bought dearly, L 1387, atoned for, A 
3100 See Abegge, Abeye 
A-caterwawed, a-caterwauling, D 354 
Aoc^sse, 8 fe\ erish attack, T 11 1313 
Accident, 8 that which is accidental, T 
IV 1503, incident, T 111 918, accidenta 
occurrence, HF 1976 , unusual appear 
ance, E 607 , outward appearance (see 
note), C 339 

Accidie, 8 sloth, 1 388 

Accioun, 8 action, 1 e accusation, i zck 
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Accomplice, v accomplish, A 2864 
Accord, 8 agreement, B 2988 , harmony, 
B 4069 , peace, 1 992 See Acord 
Accordauuce, 8 concord, harmony, R 
496 

Accordaunt, adj suitable, B 4026 
Accorde, v agree , pr a beseems, L 258^ 
See Acorde 

Aoouseth,j)r s reveals, R i«j9i 
Accusement, a accusation (ol her), T iv 
556 

Accusour, a revealer, T ui 14150 
Achd.t, a buying, purchase, A 
Achatours, pi buyers, caterers, A 568 
Ache, a ache, T iv 728 
A-chekked, pp checked, hindered, HF 
209*5 

Acheve, v achieve, L 1614 
Achoken, v choke, stifle , pp L 2008 
Acloyeth, a overburdens, *5 517 
A-compas, adv in a circle, L ^5(x> 
Acomplisshe, pr s subj iulfil, compre- 
hend, B ^ p 10 179 

Acord, a agieement, ^ ^71 , concoid, c 
381, 668 , accord, 3 316 , a , m tune, 3 
197 , al of oon a , in tune, 3 305 Ste 

Accord 

Acordable, adj harmonious, B 2 m 8 25 
Acordaunce, a concord, B 2 m 8 14 
Acordaunt, adj suitable, A 37, 3363 , A 
to, in harmony -with, 3 203 
Acorde, v accord, grant, alloifv, agree, 
concern , pt a suited, A 244 , pt pi 
agreed, L 168 , pres part agreeing, B 
*7^7 j pp agreed, A 818 
Aoorse, 1 pi a curse, T i\ 859 
Acounte, v consider, B 3391 , pt a \alued, 
cared, 3 1237 , 2 pt a didst leckon, B 2 

P 5 ”3 

Acountinge, a reckoning, calculation 
Aooyede, pt a caressed, B 2 p 3 73 
Acquitance, 8 lelease, A 4411 , deed of 
release, A 3327 
Acquyte, v acquit, D 1399 
Acurse, v curse, T 111 1072 
Acused, pt a blamed, T u 1081 
Acustomaunce, a system ot habits, 
habitual method of life, HF 28 , /lad 
of a , was accustomed, B 3701 
Adamant, 8 adamant, A 1990 , loadstone, 
magnet, R 1182 

Adawe, v awake, recover, T lu 1120 
A-day, in the day, T 11 60 
Adding, a (the) addition, A 11 41 16 
Adjeccionn, a addition, B 3 p 6 212 
A-doun, adv downwards, down, L 178 , 
down below, HF 889 , below, H 103 , at 
the bottom, G 779 


Adrad, pp afraid, A 605, Adred, 3 119a 
Adressinge, a directing, B 4 p 5 101 
Adversarie, adj hostile, 1 697 
Advertence, a attention, heed, T iv 098L 
Advocacyes, pi pleas, T 11 1469 
Advocats, pi advocates (in which the t is 
mnte), C 291 

Afer, adu afar, HF 1213 
A-f^re, on fire, T 1 229 
A-fered, pp afraid, affrighted, T 1 974 , 
Aferd, A 628 

Affectis, pi desires, T in 1 391 
Affermed, pp agreed upon, L 790 , 
established, A 2349 
A^ance, a trust, B 1330 
Afforced, pp forced, I 974 
AJBRray, a fray, quarrel, I) 2136, terror B 
1137, bright, 4 214, dread, 7 334 
AfPrayeth, pr a arouses, excites, R 91 , 
pp frightened, afraid, B 563 , scared, B 
4468, roused, 3 296 

Affyie, V lile, 1 e render smooth, A 712 
Afor-yeyn, prep over against, T 11 1188 
Ajfounde, v founder, perish, 12 21 
Afrayed, cLdj scared, distracted, R 154 
Afright, pp affrighted, B 4085 
Aiter, prep according to , in expectation 
of, for, B 467 , to get, A 325 , according 
as, L 575, ^ter, 1 e to fetch, L. 1130, 
towards, A 136 , m accordance with, 8 
4 , by inheritance from, L 1072 , A as, 
according as, 5 216, A oon, alike, A 
1781, A me, according to my command, 
E 327, A the yeer, according to the 
season of the year, F 47 , A that, accord- 
ing as, T 11 1347 

A-fyre, on fire, I) 726 , i 94 , A-f6ie, T n 
229 

Again, prep when exposed to, L 2426, 
Agayn, against, B 580 , towards, A 2680 , 
(so as) to meet, R 785 , opposite to, R. 
1577 > exposed to, H 110 , contrary to, P 
748 , just before, B 4268 , near, G 1279 , 
to meet, B 391 , in comparison with, L 
189, Ageyn, against, A 66, compared 
with, R 1011, turned towards, L 48 
Agains, prep against, contrary to, in 
answer to, instead of, before, in presence 
of, to meet, near to, against, near, 
against, B 3734 

A>game, adv m play, m jest, in mockery, 
in sport, 4 277 

Agaste, get to terrify, T 11 901 , pr a 
deters, frightens, B 4 p 6 323 , pt 8 
frightened, L. 1221 , pt a reJL was 
affrighted, A 2424 , pp scared, frightened, 
ternfled, A 2931 , aghast, B 4079 , afraid, 
A 4267 




4 


(Bfoeeamf 3nb«;if. 


A^ayn-ward, adv backward, at the point 
of return, A i 17 14, back again, B 441 
Ages, pi times, periods, B 3177 
Agilten, V do wrong, L 436 , pt s did 
offence, D 392 , isTongly committed, L 
2385 , ipt 8 Avronged, HF 329 , offended, 
T 111 840 , pr 8 subj (if he) offend, 

1 150 , pj) offended, i 122 , smned, T v 
1684 

Agon, v to go away , Ago, pp gone away, 
T V 1054 , gone, F 1204 , passed awa\ 
A 2802 , past, L 1766, dead, L. 916, to 
hen aqo^ to be off, 3 463 Agon, pp de- 
parted, A 1276 , gone away, C 810 , past, 
C 246 , nut lonqe a it is not long ago, 
I) 9 , passed away, A 1782 , dead, E 6^1 , 
ago, B 1841 

Agreable, adj pleasing, HF 1097 
pleasant, B 3 m2 31 
Agreablely, adi complacentlj , B 2 4 

140 

Agreable tee, s equability, B 2 p 4 127 
A-greef, in dudgeon, lit ‘ m giief,’ T 
nn 862 , sadly, T iv 613 , amiss, 5 343 , 
m dudgeon, B 4083 

Agregge, v aggravate ^ pr s 1 960 , 
pr pi I 892, pt pi aggravated, B 
2209 

Agreved, pp angn, A 2057, 'cxed 
L 343 , aggrieved, E 300 
Agrief, seoAgreef 
Agrisen, Agroos , see Agrysen 
Agroted, pp surfeited, cloyed, L. 2434 
Agrysen, v shudder, tiemblc, feel terror, 
B I p 3 22 , V feel terror, H F 210, 

2 pr 8 dieadest, B 2 p 1 71 , 

pr 8 trembles, shivers, B i m 6 
II , Agrdos, pt 8 shuddered, was terri- 
fied, became frightened, T 11 930 , 

A-gnsen, pp filled with dread, B 3 

p I 18 

Agu, 8 ague, B 4150 
Aguiler, 8 needle-case, R 98 
A-heigh., adv aloit 

Ajuged, 2 ^P ? hi/orn, iirejudged, B i 

P4 

Ake, V ache, T 11. 349 , p^ pi B 
2113 

Aketoun, s a short sleeveless tunic, worn 
under the hauberk, B 2050 
Akinge, 8 pain, T 1 1088 
Aknowe, pp conscious , arr aknenue, I ac- 
knowledge, B I p 4 169 
Akomes, s pi fruits, B 4 m3 28 
Al, adj all, A 10 , Alle, pi all, A 26, 33 , 
Al, every, E 1386 , a# « everjdhing, T 
lu 1764 , al a, the whole of a, A 834 , 
and dl^ and all, 3 n6, af aZ, m everv 


respect, wholly, C 633 , at all, D 1078 , 
al day, all the dav, 3 1103 — Al, adv 
quite, entirely, altogether, 3 340 , all 
o\ er, K 840 , al on highte, quite aloud, 
A 1784 , al by oon assent, quite with one 
accord, 5 337 — Al, conj although, 

HF 1740, whether, G 839, al be, al- 
though, albeit, 4 -74 , al he that al- 
though, 5 8 — Al and som, the whole 
matter (collectively and severally), I) 
91 , Al and somme, each and all, all, 
the whole, 7 26, Al and som, 3 630, 
Alio and some, one and all, A 3136, 
Alonlv, adi nartly, simply, 2 62 , Al 
so, so E 1226, \1 thing, eseiything, R 
33 Al thus, evictly thus, 3 30 be© 
Alle 

Al, s awl, 13 II See Oules 
Alambyk lalimbnk), s altrnbic, T n 
320 , pi G 7()4 

Alaunts, dogs of a huge size, A 2148 
Alayes, s pi alloy , E i lO; 

Al-be-it, ‘ilthough, L 1363 
Albificacioun, s ulbcfuction, wlutiunig, 
G 803 

Alday, Al-day adi continually, A 1168, 
always, L 1-30 ey ti vday , at any time, 
4 237 

Alder, qm jd of ail, oine aide), of us 
all, I 84 b( e Aller 

Alder-best, ad( best of all, 3 87 See 
Aller 

Alderbeste, adj liest of all, 3 246 
Alderfaireste, adj fein d(/ lauest of 
all, 3 1030 

Alderfirst, adi first of all, B 2393 m the 
first place, 11 1000, for the lust time, 
B 1 p 3 25 

Alderfirste, ndj first of all, T 111 qj 
Alderlast, adt lastly, E 449 
Alder-lest, least of all, T 1 604 
Alderlevest, doaiest of all, T 111 239 
Alderman, s the head of a guild, A 
372 

Aldermost, adi most of all, T 1 132 
Alder-next, adv nearest of all, next, 
244 

Alderwysest, adj pi the wisest of all„ 
T 1 247 

Ale and breed, drink and meat, B 2<i62 
Alemandres, pi almond-trees, E 1363, 
Alembykes, jd alembics, G 794 
Alestake, s ale-stake, 1 e a horizontal 
stake or short pole projecting from an 
ale-house to support a sign or bush, 
A 667 

Aley, 8 in alley, B 1758 , pi walks, E 
2324 
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Aleys, a pi service-bernes, berries of the 
servioe-tree, K 1377 

Algate, adv always, A *571 , at any rate, 
3 887 , nevertheless, L 238 , m any case, 
T 11 964 , all the same, I) 588 , at all 
hazards, HF 943 

Algates, adv in every way, 22 43 , by all 
means, D 1514 , at any rate, many case, 
3 1171 , wholly, F 246, nevertheless, B 
2222 , all the same, B 320 
Aliene, v alienate, B 1 p 6 Oo 
A1 if, even if, T 111 398 
Alkajnistre, a alchemist, Gf 1204 
Alle, dat a and %)l of A1 , at alle^ m 
every case, 4 36 , *n alle^ in any case, 
3 141 , Alle, %d all (of jou), T 11 402 
See Al, Aller 

Allegeaunca, s alleviation, 24 22 
Allegged, illayid, B4 p4 i. 

Aller, of all, gen pi of Al, out allet , of 
us all, A 823, hti alia, of them all, 
A 586 

Alliauuce, s hindiod, i 58, espousal, 
F 3^7 

Alloue, adj alone, 4 141 , hit me a , let 
me alone, 1 e tiust to me, T 111 413 
Allow, i p 8 pr (^I) appiovc, (1) applaud, 
F 070 

Allye, a lelative, B 3593 
Allyen, gei to ally mjself, h i4>4 , PP 
allied, 2 65, provided with fiiendly aid, 
B 3720 

Almesse, a alms, B 168 , almsdoings, 
I 1030 

Almicanteras, s pZ small c ircles of de- 
cUnation (^in the celestial sphere), A 1 
18 2, 8 

Almury, a the ‘ denticle ’ or tooth-hke 
point 01 pointei situate on the Kete ne 11 
the ‘head ’ of Capiicom, A 1 23 i 
Aloes, 2d aloe, tn comp ligne-alocs, T i\ 
1137 {Aloes IS a pi , not a gen case) 
A-lofte, adv on high, T v 239 
A-londe, adt on land, ashore, L 216O, 
himwere leur a-l , ho would rather be on 
land, L. 2413 

Along on, along of, owing to, T lu 783 
Al-only, ady solel3,T v 1779 
Aloon, adj alone , her aloon, all by her- 
self, E 2478 

Alose, V commend, T iv 1473 
Al-outerly, ado entirely, absolutely, 3 
1244 , All-utterly, HF 296 
Alpes, pi bull-fincdxes, R 638. 

Also, Al-so, adv and conj as, B 21a, 112a , 
adv so, A 3104 , Alswa, also (Northern), 
A 4085 , A many, as many, L 328 , A 
muche as, as much as, D 2134 , Als, also, 


besides, 3 728 , as, B 2830 , frequently 
used tn expressing a wish, 4 267 
Altercacioun, a altercation, dispute, B 
4427 

Alther-fairest, adj suj^ei I fairest of all, 
B 623 

Alther-fastest, adv svp is ^nst as pos- 
sible, HP 2131 

Altherfirst, adt , first of all, at first, HF 
1368 

Alther-firste, adj fii^t of all, 3 1173 
Altitude, s the elevation ot a celestiil 
object above the horizon, measured 
along a vertical arc, A pr 60 
Al-utterly , see Al-outerly 
Alwey, adi alwajs, ceaselessly, ail the 
wlule, A 185 

Alyne, adi in an exact line, 4 ii 38 27 
Am, am , tn pin it am I it is I, B 1109 
Aanoadrides, « pZ hamadivads A 2928 
Amalgaming a the loimation of an 
amalgam, G 771 

A-mayed, jtj) dismav ed, T 1 648 
Ambages, pZ ambiguous words, T v 
897 

Ambel, s amble , av a , m an amble, at 
an ambling pace, B 2073 
Ambes as, double aces, B 1-4 
Amblere, s an ambling nag, A 469^ 
Ameled, pp enamelled, B 108a 
Amenden, i make amends, A 3074 , to 
siupass m demeanour, F 97 , pr a suhj 
may (He) amend, D 1810 , pt s, improved, 
R 1427, did good 3 1102 , pp improved, 
B 4048 , remedied, D ioc)7 , surpassed, B 
3444 

Amendement, amends, A 4183 
Amenuse,r7er tolossen,l490 t dimmish, 
I 360 , pr s diminishes, I ^59 , becomes 
less, A 1 21 76 

Amerciments, s pi fines, exactions, 
I 732 

Amesuxeth, pr a measures B 2 pi 93 
Ameved, pt a moved, changed , nought 
a, changed not, alteied not, E 4dS , 
Amoeved, pp peiturbed, I 670 
Amiable, ad/ kind, B 2168, courteous,. 

I 629 , kindlv, B 1226 
A-midde, adv in the midst, B 147 
Amidde, prtp amid, in the imdst of, F 
409. 

Amiddes, adv in the midst 3 277 
A-middes, prrp m the midst of, A 1. 18 
4 , m the middle, A jooc) 

Amis, adv amiss, 3 1141 , wrong, L 1291 , 
wrongly, B 3370, aeyde amta, gave an 
imwelcome answer 3 44O 
Amoeve , see Amove 
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Amonesteth, pr a admonishes, I 76, 
recommends, B 2484 
Amonestinge, a admonition, I si 8 
Among, adv as well, T lu 1816 , all the 
while, 3 298 

Amonges, adv sometimes, variously, B 2 
pi 119 

Amonges, prep amongst, A 7S9 
Amonicioun, a pointing out, B i p 4 10 
Amorettes, pi love-knots, R 892 
Amor vtncxi omma^ love conqueis all, A 
162 

Amorwe, A-morwe, on the morrow 
A 822, 1621 , m the morning, 3 1103 
Amounteth, pr a means, A 2362 , 
amounts to, P 108 

Amphibologyes, pi ambiguities, T iv 
1406 

Amy, 8 friend, C 318 
An, a, A 57s , An eighte busshels, a quan- 
tity equal to eight- bushels, C 771 
An, prep on , An heigh, on higli, E 2326 
Ancille, a handmaiden, i 109 
Ancre, a anchor, 10 38 , Anker, L 2501 
And, conj it, 6 112 , L 217 
Anes, adv once (Northern), A 4074 
Angle, a angle (a technical term in 
astrology), B 304 , angular distance 
from the meridian, A 11 4 48 
Angle-hook, a fsh-hook, 4 238 
Angre, a anguish, E 320 
Anguissh, a anxiety, B 3 p 3 53 
Anguissheth, pr a wounds, pains, B 3 
m 7 I 

Anguissous, adj distressed, R 520, sorry, 
I 304, distressful, T 111 816 
Anhange, ger to hang, C 2^9 , pp B 394s 
Amentissed, pp brought to naught, B 
2438 

A-night, in the night, A 1042 , at night, 
D 1827 

A-nightes, adv by night, R 18 
Anlas, a a short, two-edged knife or 
dagger, broad at the liilt and tapermg 
to the point, formerly worn at the 
girdle, A 337 

Annexed, pp tied, 2 72 , attached, C 
482, 

Anni collecti^ collected years, A 11 44 27 
When a toble contains quantities de- 
noting the change in a planet’s place 
during round periods of years, such as 20, 
40, or 60 years, such a change is entered 
undered under the heading Anm Col- 
lects 

Annt expanatj expanse years, A n 44 
26 When a table contains quantities 
denotmg the change in a planet’s place 


during only a few years, viz from 1 t< 
19 years, such changes are enterec 
separately under the headings i, 2 
3, &c„ years, which are designated th< 
expame (or separate) years 
Annta collectta et expanata, the coUectec 
years and expanse years, A in 45 18 
See above 

Annueleer, a a priest who receivec 
annual payments, a chaplain, G 1012 
Annunciat,pp pre-announced, 1 e whose 
birth was foretold, B 3203 
Anon, adv anon, immediately, at once 
A 32, 748 

Anon-right, adv immediately, L. 115 
1503 

Anon-rightes, adv immediately, A 3480 
Anoy, « vexation, T iv 843, tiouble, I 
1320, torture, B 3 m 12 23, sadness, 1 
678, 680, pi troubles, I 518 
Anoye, v annoy, vex, T iv 1304 , pr a 
annoys, \cxes, B 2234, gives offence 
5 518 , does harm, P 873 , trnpera il 
vexes, G 1036 , pi pi harm, B 2187 
imp pil injure ye, B 494 , pp displeased 
D 1848 , wearied, I 726 , peevish, I 1031 
Anoyfhl, adj annoying, tiresome, E 
22-2 

Anoyous, adj annoying, tedious, B 2433 
disagreeable, B 2235 

Answere, i answoi, D 1077, a answer 
for, be responsible for, L 221- , be 
suitable for, B 4 p 3 69 
Answering, a answer, E 312 
Autartik, adj southern, A 11 25 1 1 
An tern, a anthem, B 1830 
Antiphoner, a anthem-book, B 1709 
Antony, f^r of seint, erysipelas, I 427 
Anvelt, a anvil, 3 iib? 

Aiiy-thing, at all, in any degree, T 1 
848 

Aornemeut, a adornment, I 432 
Apaire , see Apeiren 
Apalled, pp vapid, I 723 , weakened, A 
3053 , pale, P 365 , languid, B 1292 
Aparayles, a pi ornaments, B 2 p 4. 

69 (Lat omamentia ) 

Aparaile, v apparel, I) 343 , prepare, L. 
2473 , Apparoillen, v prepare, B 2532 , 
pr a endues, I 462 , imj) a prepare, B 

Aparailements, a pi ornaments, B 2 
P 5 

Aparceyve , see Aperoeive 
Apassed, pp passed away, B 2 p 3 35. 
Apaye, v to satisfy , pji satisfied, T v 
1249 , pleased, T 111 421 , yvel a., ill 
pleased, L 80, E 1052 
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Apayre, seeApeiren 
Apayse , see Apese 
Ape, 8 apo, HF 1212 , dupe, A 3380 , pi 
dupes, T 1 913 

Apeiren, ger to injure, impair, A 3147 j 
V I 1079, grow worse, HF 7‘)6, i pi 
pi perish, T ii 329 , pp impaired, B i 
p 5 67 , injured, T 1 38 
Aperceive, v perceive, E600, Ap&rcoyve, 
T IV 636 , pQ 8 discerns, I 294 
Aperceyvinges, pi perceptions, obser- 
vations, F 286 
Apert, adj manifest, I 649 
Apert, adv openly, F 331 
Apertenant, adj belonging to, such as 
belongs to, 2 70 , suitable, E 1010 
Aperteneth, s tmpcrs appertains, B 
2171 , pi pi I 83 , pres pt belonging, 

Cl 785 

Apertly, adv openly , clearly, I 204 
Apese, Apeise, v appease, pacilv , E 
433, imp pi mitigate, 4 10, jp? 8 'lefi 
IS pacified, B 3031 , 2 pi pi T in 22 , 
s B 2290 , j!>p appeased, T 1 250 
Apeyre , see Apeir© 

Apeyse , see Apese 
Apose , see Appose 
Apotecarie, s apothecary, B 4138, 71? 

preparers ot medicines, A 425 
Appalled , see Apalle 
Apparaunte, adj pi apparent, manifest, 
R 5 

Apparence, s appearance, F 218 , seem- 
ing, HF 26^ , apparition, F 1602 , false 
show, F IIS7, pi axiparitions, F n4a 
Appese , see Apes© 

Appotyt, 8 desire, A i68o 
Appety teth, jn s seeks to have, desires, 
L 1382 

Applyen, v bo attached to, B «> p 4 14 
Apposed, pt 8 questionotl, Q 363 , jip 
opposed, alleged, B i p 3 54 
Apprentys, adj unskilled, as novices, 
E 687 

Approved, pp approved, E 1 349 
Appropred, pj) appropriated, made the 
property of, 14 18 

Approwours, pi approiers, informers 

I> 1343 

Aproohen, v approach, T i i 
Apurtenance, s appurtenance , I 
793 

Apyked, pp trimmed, adorned, A 
363 

Aqueyiite me, make my self acquainted 
3 ^32 , jpt pi became acquainted, HF 
^50 j P]P acquainted, B 1219 
Aqu;^e tmp 8 requite, T n u<cx 


Arace, v eradicate, uproot, T v 954 , 
tear away, 6 20 , pi s suhj root out, 
eradicate, T m 1013 , pp torn, born© 
along, tom away, B 3 i) ii 165 
Araise , see Areise 

Aray,« array, dress, L 1505, arrangement, 
T 111 536 , state, dress, A 41, 73 , attire, 
1 932 , array of garments, L 2607 , order, 
E 262 , ordinance, E 670 , position, I> 
902 , condition, A 934 
Arayed, pp dressed, ready, T lu 423 , 
clad, E 472 , adorned, T n 1187 , wel a , 
well situated, T 11 680, equipped, A 
2046, dressed, P 389, ordered, B 252, 
appointed, P 1187 

Arbitre, s will, choice, B 5 p 3 18 
Arches , see Ark 
Archaungel, s titmouse, E 913 
Archewyves, s pi aichwives, ruling 
wives, E 119^ 

Ardaunt, adj ardent, B 3 m i- 15, 
eager, B 4 p 3 1 16 

Arede, v explain, disclose T u 1305 
counsel, T iv 1112, inteipr<^t, 3 289, 
qei to tin me, T 11 132 
Areise, v raise , Are j sen, ger to levy, 
I ‘567 , pp praised, L 1523 , raised, A 
n. 2 7 

Arest, s rest (for a spoar\ A 2602 
Areste, 8 arrest, B 41x^0, detention, A 
1310, responsibility, E 1282, delay, L 
806 hesitation, L 1029 , dehberation, 
L 397 

Areste, i stop (a horse\ A 827 , Do a , 
cause to be stox>ped, B 4210 
Aretten, v impute, B 2 p 4 14 , A upon, 
pi 8 accuses, 1 580 , pr pi »uhj ascribe, 
I 1082 , ye ri’arette it nat, ye impute it 
not, consider it not, A 726 , pp imputed, 
A 2729 

A-rewe, adi successnely, lit in a row, 
D 1234 

Areys© , see Areise 
Argoile, 8 crude tartar, G 813 
Argumge, s argument, L, 473 
Argumented, pt s argued, T 1 377 
Aright, adv rightly, well, A 267 , aright, 
G 1418 , properly , P 694 , wholly, A 1S9, 
exactly, T y 364 , certainly, B 3135 
Arisen, Arist see Aryse 
Ariste, s arising, rising, A ii, 12 16 
Ark, 8 arc, referring to the arc of the 
horizon extending from sunrise to sun- 
set, B 2 , daily course ot the sun, E 
1795 » arc, tho apparent angular dis- 
tance passed over by tho sun in a day 
and a night, A 11 7 12 , Arches, pi, 
arcs, A 11 7 15 


B b a 
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Armes, pi arms, weapons, 7 i , coat-of- 
arms, A 1012 

Arm-greet, adj thick as ones arm, A 

2i4«; 

Armillge, 8 putting on ot armour, B 
2037 

Anmpotente, adj powerful in arms, 
A 1982 

Armoniak, adj ammoniac , applied to 
6 o 2 Ie, G 790, and ml, G 708 It is a 
corruption ol Lat armeniacuvi, 1 e Ar- 
menian 

Armonye, « harmony 3 313 
ALTmure, 8 defensive armour, 4 130, B 
2009 

Armurers, pi armourers, A 2507 
Arn, pr pi are, HF 1008 
Aroos , see Aryse 

A-roume, adv at largo, in an open 
space, HF 340 

A-rowe, adt in a row, HF 1835 
Arowe, s , see Arwe 
Arrace , see Arace 
Array, Arraye , see Aray, Arayed 
Arrerage, s arrears, A 602 
Arrette , see ALretten 
Aorivage, a coming to shore, HF 223 
Arryve, v arrive, come to land, 10 38 , 
pr 8 (it) arrives, L 23( 9 , jpf s drove 
ashore, B 4 m3 i , ytel-a , ill-fated, 
K 1068 ^ 

Ars-metryke, a arithmetic, D 2222 
Artelleries, 8 pi engines for shooting, 
B 2523 

Arten, ger to constram, urge, T 1 388 
Artificial, adj A 11 7 'iub The day 
arUfictal is the length of the day, from 
the moment of sunrise to that of 
sunset 

Artik, northern, A 1 14 10 
Artow, art thou, A 1141 , thou art, L 
986 

Aj^e, a arrow, T u 641 , Arowe, 7 185 , 
pi arrows, A 107 

Aryse, v arise, bo raised, T iv 1480 , 
pr 8 rises, I 971 , Anst, pi a {contr 
from ariseth) arises, B 265 , Aro6s, pt a 
arose, 5 375 > stood up, L. 831 , Arisen, 
pt pi arose, T 11 1 398 , Aryse, pr a 
auhj may arise , Fro the Bonne aryse, 
from the point where the sun rises 
Arysing, a rising, nse, A 11. 12 1 
Atryve, a ht arrival , landing, disem- 
barkation of troops, A 60 
A^yve, see Arryve 
As, BO (m asseverations), 3 838, 1235 » 
expletive, expressing a wish, commonly 
used with an imperative, e g as lat, 


pi ay let, B 859, as lene, pray lend, A 
3777, &c , As, lilce, B 1864 , as that, 
F 1018 , As alter, according to, B 3533 , 
As ferforth as, as far as, B 19 , As m, 
1 e for, B 3688 , As now, at present, at 
this time, A 2264 , on the present 
occasion, G 944 , for the present, G 
1019 , As nouthe, as at this tame, at 
present, A 462 , As of, with respect to, 
5 26 , As swythe, as soon as possible, 
at once, 7 226 , As that, as soon as, 
F613, as though, 3 1200, As ther, there, 
4 1 17, As to, with reference to, F 107 , 
As to my wit, as it seems to me, 5 
S 47 

As, a an ace, B 3851 , Ambes as, pi double 
aces, B 124 
Asay , see Assay 

Ascaunce, as if, perhaps, G 838 , in case 
that, L. 2203 , Ascaunces, as if, D 1745 , 
as if to say, T 1 205, 292 Compounded 
of E aa, and O F quansea, as if 
Ascencioun, a asconsion, ascending 
degree, B 4045 , using up, G 778 
Ascende, v ascend, rise (a term m 
astrology), I i \ , qiies part ascending, 
in the ascendant, 1 e near the eastern 
horizon, F 264 

Ascendent, 9 ascendant A 417, pi HF 
1268 The ‘ascendant’ is that degree 
of the ecliptic which is rising above 
the horizon at a given moment 
Asemble , soe Assemble 
Aseuraunce, a assurance, T v 1259 
Ash , soo Asshe 

Ashamed, pp put to shame, A 2667 , foi 
pure a , for very shame, T 11 656 
Asketh, pr a requires, T 1 339 
Asking, a question, L 313 
Aslake, v dimmish, A 3353 , pp assuaged, 
A 1760 

Asonder, adv asunder, apart, A 491 
Asp a aspen tree, A 2921 , collectively, 
R 1384 A S (jcpa 

Aspect, a an (astrological) aspect, A 1087 
An ‘ aspect ’ is the angular distance 
between two planets The prmcipal 
aspects are Jive, viz conjunction, sextile, 
quartile, trine, and opposition, coi re- 
sponding to the angular distances 
0°, 60 , 90°, 120°, and i8o^ respectively 
Aspen-leef, a leaf of an aspen tree, D 
1667 

Aspre, adj sharp, bitter, T iv 827 , 
vexatious, B 3 p 8 19 , cruel, B 2 p 
8 39 , fierce, hardy, 7 23 
Asprenesse, a asperity, B 4 p 4 159. 
Aspye, 8 spy, C 755 
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Aspye, V spy, see, A 1420, Aspyen, v 
behold, T n 649 
Assaut, 8 assault, A 989 , 

Assay, s trial, D 290 , doon hts a , make 
his attempt, L 1594 , A-say, test, L 
28 a 

Assaye, v try, make trial of, B 3149 , 
try? ^ *74 ? endeavour, F 1 tjd/ , ger to 
assail, T 1 92S , pr a experiences, B ^ 
m2 13 , pr pi try, L 487 , irnp pi 
try, E 1740, pp proved, tested, tried, 
expeiienced, T 111 1220, 1447, 

Assayle , see Assaile 
Assege, 8 siege, T 1 464, 11 107 
Assege, v besiege , pi pi T 1 60 , pp 
A 881 

Assemble, v , come together, 1 909 , ger 
to amass, B 3 p 8 8 , pp A 717 , united, 
6^50 

Assemblmge, s union, I 904, 917 
Assendent , see Ascendent 
Assente, v agree to, A 374 , assent, A 
3092 , consent, B 3469 , agree, E 11, 
88, 129 

Asshe (i), s ash-tree, 5 17'), coUectivdy^ 
ash-trees, R 1384 

Asshe (2), 8 asli (of something burnt) , 
Asshen, pi ashes, 7 173 , A 1302 
Assoilen, ger to discharge, pav, B ^3 
p I 15 , t loosen, pr a absolve, pardon, 
0 913 , PP explained, B «; p 6 31 1 
Assoiling, 8 absolution, A 661 
Assure, 8 assurance, protestation, 7 331 
Assure, v feel secure, tiust, T v 870, 
rely, T 3 1624, declare (to bo) suie, 

7 90 

Assyse, « assize, session, A 314 , judge- 
ment, I 36 , position, R 900 
Asterte, v escape, L 1802, A i'?9‘3, es- 
cape from, L 2338 , D 968 , get away, 
vitlidraw, 3 1134? release, 1) 1314, pt 

8 escaped, T in 97, pp escaped, B 
437 

Astonie, i astonish , pr s astonishes, 
HF 1174, pp astonished, T 1 274, 111 
1089 

Astonyinge, a astonishment, B4 P 5 33 
Astore, v to store , jip A 609 
Astrolabie, s astrolabe, A pi 4 
Astrologien, 8 astrologer, astronomer, 
D 324 

Astrologye, s astrology, A 3192, 3‘?i4 
Astromye {for Astronomj’^e), an ignorant 
form, A 3431, 3437 
Asure, s azure, R 477 
Asweve, v , pp dazed, put to sloop, HF 
W 

A-swown, adv {from pp) in a swoon, 


L 2207, As\^owe, 7 334, lienee As- 
wowne, in a swoon, T m 1092 , A 3823. 
At, prep at, A 20, &c , of, R 378 , as to, 
6 1 14 , by, 1) 2095 , in the presence of 
T u 984 , with, beside, HF i«j93 , to, 
HF 1603 ? At me, with respect to me, 
B 197^5 , At erste, fir»te of all, HF ^12 , 
At his large, free, free to speak or be 
silent, A 2288 , At on, at one, agreed, 
A 4197 , At shorte wordes, briefly, s 
481 , At regard, with regard, I 180 , At 
yfe, at (your) eye, with your own eyes, 
visibly, A 3016, hate at thee, 1 attack 
thee, L 1383 

At-after, p;cp after, B 1443 
Atake, v overtake, Gr 3<), ‘?83 
Ataste, 2 p7 8 8uhj taste, B 2 pi 41 
Ataynt , see Atteine 
Atazir, 8 evil influence, B 305 
Atempraunce, s temperament, B 4 p 6 
214 , adjustment, moderation, temper- 
ance, C 46 

Atempre, adj temperate, mild, Ii. 128, 
1483 , moderate, T 1 9413 , mild, <3 204 , 
R 131 , modest, I 932 
Atempre, v , pi a attempers, B i m 2 
23 > Tefl controls himself, B 2704. 
Atemprely, adv temiierateh, I 86 r, 
moderatelv, B 2728 

Atempnnge, s controlling, B 5 p 4 101 
Ateyne , see Atteine 
Athamaunt, a adamant A 1305 
Athmken, ^ displease, T v 878 , Athmk- 
eth, pr 8 imptrs (it) repents, T 1. io«;o 
At-ones, adt at once, at one and the 
same time, B 670 
Atoon, adv at one, E 437 
At-rede, v surpass m counsel, T iv 
i4«j6 , A 2449 

At-renne, v surpass in runnmg, T iv 
1456, A 2449 

Attamed, pp broached, B 400S 
Attayne , see Atteine 
Atte, foi at the, I) 404 Atte beste, lu 
the best way, A 29, 749 , Atte tan, at 
the fan, H 42 , Atte tulle, at the full, 
completely, A 631 , Atte gate, at the 
gate, B 1 ‘i63 , Atte liasard, at dice, 
0 608 , Atte laste, at the lost, B so6 , 
Atte leste, at the least, at least, B 38 , 
Atte Boue, at Bow A 123 
Atteine, v attain, R 1493 succeed in^ 
4 161 , pp apprehended, B 3 p 3 23 
Attempre , see Atempre 
Attry, adj yenomous, 1 583 
A-tweyn, adi in two, 3 1193 
A-twinne, ady apart, T ui i66d 
Atwixe,p?^p betwixt, Ik 854. 
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A-twixen, jwcj? between, T \ 472 
A-two, in twain, 7 94 , L 7'i8 
A-tyr, s attire, dress, T 1 181 
Auctor, seeAuctour 
Auctontee, « authority, B lecog- 
nised text, A 3000 , statements of good 
authors, D i 

Auctonr, 8 author, HF 314 , originator, 
H 359 , creator, T 111. 1765 
Audience, 8 hearing, 5 308 , audience, 
B 3991 , open assembly, D 1032 
Augrim, 5 algorism, 1 e numeration, A 
176, Arabic numerals, A 1 8 6 
Augrim-stones, pi counters for calcu- 
lating, A 3210 

Aunoessour, s ancestor , pi R 391 
Auncestre, 8 ancestor, 3 41 
Auncetrye, « ancestry, A 3982 
Aungel, 8 angel, R 916 
Aungellyk, adj angelical, T 1 102 
Aungellyke, adv like an angel, L 236 
Auntre it, v risk it, A 4209 , Auntred 
him, pt 8 adventured himself, A 4205 
Auntroua, adj adventurous, B 2099 
Autentyke, adj authentic, 3 1086 
Auter, 8 altar, 5 249 
Avale, V fall down, T 111 626 , doff, take 
off, A 3122 , Avalen, pr pi sink down 
Avantage, 8 advantage, F 772, to don 
hts a j to suit his own interests, B 729 , 
as adj advantageous, B 146 
Avante , see Avaunte 
Avaunce, v promote, L 2022 , gei T 1 
518 , be profitable, A 246 , cause to 
prosper, HF 640 , help, 10 3 1 
Avaunt, s vaunt, boast, A 227, E 1437 
Avaunte (her), v rejl boast (herselt), 7 
296, ger to extol, HF 1788, i rejl 
boast, vaunt himself, D 1014 
Avauntmg, 8 boasting, A 3884 
Avauntour, 8 boaster, 3 430 
Avenaunt, adj graceful, comely, R 1263 
Aventayle, a ventail, E 1204 
Aventure, a chance, 4 21 , peril, B 1151 , 
misfortune, L 637 , fortune, 18 22 , 
luck, T 11 288, 291 , circumstance, L 
1907 , o/o., by chance, HF 2090 , on a j 
in case of mishap, T v 298 , tn a , m 
the hands of fortune, T 1 784 , per a , 
perchance, A 11 12 6 , in a and grace, 
on luck and favour, 4 60 , good a , good 
fortune, 5 131, 7 324 > pi adventures, 
A 793 , accidents, C 934 
Aventurous, adj random, B i p 6 98 , 
adventitious (Lat fortuitae), B 2 p 4 17 
Avisee, adj dehberate, L i';2i 
Avisioun, a vision, R 9 , HF 7 
Avoaterye, a adultery, 5 361 


I Avoutier, a adulterer , pi I 841 
i Avo'W, 8 "VOW, A 2414, 2237 
^ Avowe, V avow, own, proclaim, G 642 , 
pi 8 vows, 7 335 
Avoy, interj fie » B 4098 
Avys, 8 advice, consideration, opinion, 
A 786, B 2442 

Avyse, v consider, T 1 364 , contem 
plate, T V 1814 , rejl consider, B 664 , 
imp 8 take heed, A 4188 , imp pi con- 
sider, deliberate, A 3183 , pp clearly 
seen, R 475 , with mind made up, T 
111 1186, advised, careful, A 3384, 
deliberate, I 448, wary, A 4333, fore- 
warned, B 2538 , nell a , well advised, 
B 2514 

Avysely,adi? advisedly, B 2488, seriously, 
I 1024 , carefuUy, A 11 29 29 
Avysement, a consideration, B 2941 , 
counsel, T 11 343 , dehberation, B So , 
determination, L 1417 
Await, 8 watch, D 1657 > surveillance, H 
149 , waiting, T lu 379 , watchfulness, 
T lu 437 , Have hir in awayt, watch 
her, B 3915 , pi plots, B 3 p 8 11 
Awaite, V await , pr « waits, i 111, 
watches, B 1776 

Awaiting, 8 attendance, 7 250 
Awaitour, a her in wait, B 4 p 3 122 
Awake, v wake, awake , Awook, 1 pt a 
aroused, 3 1324 , pt a awoke, F 367 , 
Awaked, pt a awoke, A 2523 
Award, a decision, I 483 
Awen, own (Northern), A 4239 
A-wepe, a-weeping, in tears, T 11 408 
A-werke, adv at work, D 213 
Aweye, adv out of the way, done with, 
T 11 123 , gone, 7 319 , fiom home, B 
393 , astray, B 609 

Aweyward, adv away, backwards, H 
262 

Awhape, v amaze , pp scared, L 1^3, 
stupefied, 7 213, confounded, T 1 316 
Awook , see Awake 
Awreke, v avenge, 2 ii , pr 8 avenges, 
R 278 ,pp H 298 , A 3752 
Awry, adv on one side, R 291 
Axen, V ask, L. 835 , Axe at, ask of, T 11 
} P'*' * requires, T 11 227 
Axing, 8 question, L 239 a, request, A 
1826 

Ay, adv aye, ever, A 6^, 233, Ay whjl 
that, all the while that, 4 232 
Ay-dwellinge, adj perpetual, ever- 
abiding, B 5 p 6 97 

Ayein, prep opposite to, T 11 920, 
against, T 1 902 

I Ayem, adv again, back, 3 100 
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Ayein ledinge, adj retuimng, recon- 
duoting, B 3 m 9 42 

Ayeins, prep against, A 1787 , towards, 
at the approach of, 5 342 
Ayeins, adv against, to, A 31 s*? 

Ayein ward, adv again, on the other 
hand, B 2 p 4 126 , back again, T in 
730, i\ 1581 

Ayel, 8 grandfather, A 2477 
Azimut, 8 azimuth, A 11 31 22 

B 

Ba, 1 kiss, D 433 , imp a A 3709 
Babewinnes, pi (lit baboons), grotesque 
figures in architecture, HF 1189 
Baohelere, s young knight, B 918, 1469 , 
an aspirant to knighthood A 80 
Bachelrye, a bachelor hood, H 125 , com- 
pany of >oung men, E 270 
Bad , see Bidde 
Badder, adj comp worse, F 224 
Bagge, V , pi 8 looks askant, 3 623 
Baggepype, s bagpipe, A 363 
Baggingly, adv squintmglv, R 202 
Baite, V bait , feed, B 4^ , pp baited, 
tormented, R 1612 

Bak, 8 back, 3 937 , cloth for the back, 
coarse mantle, rough cloak G- 881 
Bakbyter, a backbiter, I 495 
Bake metes, baked meats, meat pie^’, 

144*? 

Bakhalf, the back or flat side of the 
astrolabe, A 1 4 i 

Bak-side, a the back of the astrolabe, A 
1 1 -? 3 

Balaunce,s a balance, G 611 , tn halaunce^ 
m jeopardy, G 6n , in suspense, 3 1021 
Bale, 8 sorro'w, 3 335 , foi hole ne bale^ tor 
good nor for ill, 3 227 
Balke, 8 balk, beam, A 3920, pi trans- 
verse beams beneath a roof, A 3626 
Balled, adj bald, A 198, 2318 
Bane, s death, L 2139, destruction, HF 
408 , cause of death, A 1097 » slayer, T 
IV 333 

Banes, pi bones (Northern), A 4073 
Bar, Bare , see Bere, v 
Barbe, s barb (part of a woman’s head- 
dress, still sometimes used by nuns 
consisting of a piece of white plaited 
linen, passed over or under the chin, 
and reaching midway to the waist), T 
u no 

Barbre, adj barbarian, B 281 
Bareine, adj barren, B 68, D 372 
Barel ale, barrel of ale, B 3083 
Bark, 8 (of a tree), T nu 727 


Barm-clooth, 8 apron, A 3236 
Barme, 8 {dat ) bosom, lap, B 3256, 363a 
Baronage, a assembly of barons, A 3096, 
Barre, a bar, A 1075 , Barres, pi stripea 
across a girdle, A 329 
Barred jip furnished with ‘ bars,’ A 3225, 
Bamnge, a adorning with (heraldic) bars, 
I 417 

Basilicok, 8 basilisk, I 833 
Baste, V baste , jirea part bastmg, tack- 
ing on, R 104 

Bataile, a battle, fight, L 1647 , troop, B 
3 m I 4 

Batailen, v fight, B i p 4 231 
Batailled, adj embattled, 1. e notched 
with indentations, B 4030 
Batere, v batter , pr s strikes I 356 
Bathe, both (Northern), A 4087 
Bathe, gei to bathe, to bask, T 11 849 , 
refl to bask, B 4437 

Bauderye, 8 bawdry, act of a pandar, T 
111. 397 , nurth, A 1926 
Baudrik, a baldric, belt worn trans- 
versely over one shoulder, A 116 
Baudy, adj dirty, G 633 
Baume, a balm, HF 1^6 
Baundon, a power, disposal, R 1163 
Bay, adj bay-coloured, A 2137 
Bayard, a horse’s name , a horse, A 4115, 
Be-, pr^x , see also Bi 
Beau, fair, beau wr, fair sir, HF 643. 
Be-bled,j?j) bloodied, cov ered with blood, 
B 3 m 2 14 

Beblolte, imp s blot, T 11 1027 
Bechen, adj made of beech, G 1 160 
Become, v go to, L. 2214 , pp gone to, 7 

247 

Bed 8 L 2211, station, B 3862, bed (of 
herbs), B 4411 

Beddinge, s couch, A 1616 
Bede, v offer, proffer, HF 32 , G 1065 , 
i pr 8 proffer, 7 304 , Bedeth, pr a 
proffers, E 1784 , Bede, i pt pi directed, 
told, 1 63 , Boden,pip commanded, T m, 
691 , ordered, L, 266 
Bede, pt pi andpp o/^ Bidde 
Beden, pt pi 0/ Bidde 
Bedes, pt beads, A 139 
Bedote, v befeol, L 1547 
Bedrede, adj bedridden, D 1769 
Beek, a beak, F 418 

Beem, a balk, B 4362 , Bernes, pi beams, 
R. 1374 

Been, pi bees, F 204 
Beer, bare ^ pt a of Bere 
Beest, a beast, F 460 , Beest roial == royal 
beast, 1 e Leo, F 264 , brute, G 288, 
boast, quarn , R 1452. 
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Beet, s and imp <? o/Bete 
Beeth, tmp pi oj Ben, to be 
Begs^stere, 8 be^ar, properly a female 
beggar, A 242 
Behette , see Bihote 
Bekke, i pr s (I) nod, C 396, pt e 
nodded to, T il. i2(k) 

Bel amy, 1 e good Inend, fair friend^ C 
318 , Bele, adj fern fair, beautiful, HP 
J796 , Bele clieie excellent fare, B iS99 » 
Bele chose, beautiful part, D 447 
Belle, 8 bell, T 11. 1615 , (ol a clocks 3 
1322, (sign of an inn), A 719, 
the h , be the lirst, T 111 198 
Belweth, pi s roars, HP 1803 
Bely 8 belh, B 2167 
Bely, 8 a pair of bellows, I 331 
Bely-naked, adj entirely naked, E 1326 
Berne, 8 trumpet, HP 1240 , pi B 4388 
Ben, Been, i be, i 182, ipi pi are, 3 582, 
Ben, 2 pi pi B 122 , consist, I 82 , jSoth, 
pr pi are, F 648 , Bo, pi subj exists, it 

should be, 4 49 , Be, i pir s siihj be, am, 
D 1245 , Beth, imp pi be, C 683 , Been, 
PP 3 330 , A 199 , Be, pp been, R. 322 , 
I had 6e, I should have been, 3 222 , Be 
as be maj , be it as it may, however it 
be, L. 1852 , Be what she be, bo she who 
she may, T 1 679 , Lat be, let alone, D 
1289 # 

Ben oil, 8 bench, T 11 91 , table, B 1548 , 
bench (law court \ i 159 
Bend, s band, R 1079 
Bende, v bend, R 1334 , turn, T 11. 1230, 
Bente, pt 8 bent, H 264 , Bent, pp 1 
29 , arched, A 3246 

Bendmge, 8 adorning with (heraldic) 
bends, I 417 A hend^ in heraldiy, is 
a broad diagonal band upon a shield 
Bene, 8 bean, 1 1 29 

Benedtcite, bless ye (the Lord), A 1783, 
(pronounced hen'cit^), T 1 780, Ac 
Benisoun, s benison, blessing, B 2288 
Bent, 8 grassy slope, Bente, dat A 1981 
Berafte , see Bireve 
Berd, s beard, A 270, 2173 , in the herd, 
taco to face, T iv 41 , make a berd, de- 
ceive, A 4096 , make his berd, delude 
him, D 361 

B^re, 8 bear, L 1214 , the constellations 
Ursa Major and Ursa Minor, HP 1004 
B^re, 8 bier, 2 105 , 19 5. 

Bere, t bear, carry, B 3364 , transport, 
P 119, confer on, L 2133, Bere yow, 
conduct yourselt, D 1108 , Bcren on 
honde, accuse, I) 393 , Beren him on 
bond, assure him, D 232 (cf 226) , Bereth 
him, conducts himself, behaves, A 796 , 


Bereth hir, comports herself, T il 401 , 
Berth hir on bond, hears false witness 
against her, B 620 , Bereth him on bond, 
accuses him, I 305 , Sickly berth, take 
ill, dislike, E 625 , Bere, pr pL 3. 894 , 
Bere, 2pf 8 barest, T iv 763, Bai,pf s 
bare, earned, A 103 , possessed, D 997 , 
pt 8 rejl conducted himself, T ui 491) , 
Bar on bond©, made him believe, D 375 , 
B ir her on honde, brought agamst her 
a charge which ho feigned to believe, 7 
1 3S , Baren us, i pt pi conducted our- 
selves, A 721 , Baren mo on bond, bore 
false witness against me, B 1 p 4 180 , 
pr 8 8 uhj may pierce, A 2236, Ber, 
imp 8 carry, 1 ) 1139, Ber ayein, talve 
back, T 11 1141 , Boren, pp born, D 
1133, Bore, pp born 
Bere, 8 head-sheet, pillow-case, 3 234. 
Bene, a l)crry, A 4308 
Bene, v hurj , C 884 
Bennge, s behaviour, B 2022 , caiTiage, 
E 1604 

Berke, v hark , Borken, pp shrieked (ht, 
barked), B i p 3 i 
Berm, s barm, 1 0 yeast, G 813 
Bern, a barn, B 3739 
Beryle, a beryl, HP 1184 
Besaunt- wight, s. weight of a besant, R 
1106 {Besant, a gold com of Byzan- 
tium ) 

Bespreynt , see Bisprenge 
Bestialitee, 8 animal condition, T l 
71 =? 

Bet, adj comp better, 10 47 , HP 108 
Bet, adv better, A 242 , go bet, go taster, 
go as quickly as possible, 3 13), the bet, 
the bettor, HP 339 , bet and bet, better 
and better, T 111 ^14 

Bete, i remedy, heal, T 1 003, amend, 
mend, assist, I 421 , kindle, A 2233 
B^te, ger to beat, flap, B 4312 , to hammer 
out, C 17, Beet,p^ 8 adjoined (lit beat), 
R 129 , Beten, pp beaten, B 1732 , as adj 
beaten, ornamented with the hammer, 
R 837 

Beth, pi pi aie, B 2350, tmp pi be, 1 
114 

Betraising, a betrayal, L 2460 
Bettre, (tfi? better, A 236, b aim, right 
arm, T 11 1630 

Bever, adj made of heaver, A 272 
Beye, ger to buy, T v 1843 , B 1462 
See Bye 

Bibbe, V , pp imbibed, A 4162 
Bible, 8 bible, A 438 , book, HP 1334 
Bi-bledde, pp pi covered with blood, A 
2002 
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3 icched bones, s pi dice, C 656 
3i-olappe, ger to catch (as in a trap), 

O9 

3 icome, ger to become, D 1644 , Bicomth, 
pvj 8 goes, T 11 795 
3 idaffed, pp befooled, E 1191 
3 idde, V ask {confused with Bede, v com- 
mand, bid) , ger to request, L 8^8 , 

1 8 pray, T 1 1027 , Bit, pr s bids, 

A 187 , Bad, pt s prayed, begged, T 111 
1249, besought, T 1 112, requested,!-, 
373 i I pt 8 bade, E 1212 , pt s bade, 
commanded, D 108 , Beden, pt pi bade, 

B 22^^ , Bidde, pp commanded, B 440 
(whore han hidde - have bidden) , Bedje, 
pp bidden {as if fiom Bede), 3 194, 

1 pt 8 8ubj would seek, II 791 , Bid, 
imp 8 pray, T m 342 , bid, 3 144 , Bid- 
deth, pi pray, T 1 36 
Bidding, a lequest, L 8^7 
3 idelv 0 , V , Bidohen,pp burud, B 3 p 

I 

3 iden,pp o/Bj-dc 

Bifallinge, s coming to piss, T i\ 
1018 

3 iforen, picp be foie, B ^5^3 , in front of, 

G ()8o I 

3 iforen, adi^ in the fiont part (of his I 
head), A 1^76, befoiehand, A 1148, in i 
front, A S90 , in a good position, A 572 , ! 
of old time, F j first, E 446 
3 iforn, prej) before 1 

Bigete, V beget , Begat, pf s L 1 362 , | 
Bigeten, pp B3138 . 

Biginne, 1 btgm, A42, Bigonne, 2p« s | 
G 442 , Began, 2 pi s {fahe form foi 
Bigunne), L 2230 , Bigaii, pt if A 44 , 
Bigonne, pi pi F 1013, Bigonne, pp T 

u 77 i>. 

3 igoon, pp ornamented, II 943 , wel h , 
■well contented, joyous, merry, s 171 , 
fortunate, T n 294 , wel bigo, well con- 
tent, li 693 , wo b , distressed, L 1487, 
2497 , 8oru fully b , distressed, T 1 114, 
werd b , more wretched, T v 1328 
Bigyleres, beguilcis, I 299 
Bihalve, 8 dat behalf, T u 14S8 
Bihate, v hate , pp B 3. m 4 6 
Biheste, s promise, B 37, command, T 

II 359, pi piomises, 1 e all that the> 
profess to prove, A pr 26 

3 ihete, 1 pi 8 promise, G 707 ^ 2 pr s 
dost promise, B 4 p 2 1 , p; a promises, 

I 379 See Bihote 
Bihetmge, s promising, B 2 p 8 16 
Bihiewe, v , Behewe, pp carved, HP 
1306 

Bilughte, pt 8 promised, T \ 1204, 


Bihiglite, pi pi T ui 319, Bihight, pp 
^ V 354 See Bihote 
Biholde, V behold, A 2293 , Behelde, v 
behold, 7 80 , Behelde, pt a subj should 
see, T u 378, Biholde, pp beheld, G 
179 

Bihote, I pr s promise, A 1854 , Behctte, 
pt 8 5 436 

Bihove, 8 dat profit (lit behoof), B 1O92 
Bihove, V suit, 13 5 , pr 8 (it) beho-ves, 
T IV 1004 , pr pi are necessary, I 83 
Bihovely, aidj helpful, T u 261 , needful, 
I 107 

Bi jape, V , pp jested at, tncked, T * 
331 

Biker, 8 quarrel, L 2661 
Biknowe, v acknowledge, B 886 , Bikno- 
wetli, pr « I 481 , Bekiiew, pi s con- 
fessed, L 1038 , I am bi-knowen — I ac- 
knowledge, B 3 p 10 88 
Bilde, flre? to build, HP 1133, Bilt, pr 8 
HF 1133, Blit, 7Jip I 183 See Bulde 
Bilder, s asadj Wilder, used for building, 
3 176 

Bileve, 8 faith, L 2109 , creed, A 3436 
Bileve(i), 1? behewe, imp pi G 1047 
Bileve (2), V to remam, stay behind, F 
38 ^ 

Bilinne, v cease, T m 1365 
Bille, 8 bill, petition, i 39, no, letter, E 
1937 ) ''Tit, B 1386 

BmW, t bind, enthral, 4 249 , Bvnt 
( for Bint), pr s binds, 4 47, 48 , Bond, 
pi 8 bound, fistened, K 241 , Bounden, 
pp l)oimd, B 270 , bound up, D 681 
Binding, f constraint, A 1304 
Binime, v take away, B 4 p 3 36 , 
Binemen, pr pi B 3 p 3 63 , Bi-nomen, 
pp taken away, B 3 p 3. 69 
Bmne, 8 bin, chest, A 393 
Biquethe, v bequeath, 1) 1121 
Biraft, -e , see Bireve 
Bireine, t , Bireyned, pp ramed upon, 
T iv 1172 

Bireve, i bereave, B 3339 , restrain, T 1 
683 , take away, G482 , vieuo beietSy rob 
me of woo, 6 12 , Biieved, pi s bereft, 
D 2071 , Birafte, pt 8 B 83 , Biraft, pp, 
bereft, T iv 223 , A 1361 
Birthe, 8 birth, B 192 
Biscorned, jjp scorned, I 278 
Bisege, V besiege , p; s L. 1902 , Bisegede, 
pi pi T 1 149 

Biseken, v boseeeh, pray, B 2306, 2910 , 
By-86ke, v beseech, T iv 13 1 , Bisek^ 

1 pr pi implore, A 918 , Bisoughtest, 2 
pi 8 didst beseech, T v 1734, Bisoghte, 
2d 8 B 2164 
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Bisemare, s contemptuous conduct, A 

3965 

Bisette, V , Bcsette, t employ, L, 1069 , 
bestow, 3 772, Besette, disposed of, L 
25«;8 , used up, D 1952, bestowed, A 3715 , 
established, A 3012 , fixed, I 366 , Beset, 
pp bestowed, T 1 521 
Biseye, pp beseen , toel h , fair to see, 
good-looking, R 821 , well provided, 3 
829 , goodly b , fair to see, good in appear- 
ance, T 11 1262 , yvel b , ill-looking, E 
965 , richely b , nch-looking, splendid, E 
984 

Bishende, t , Beshende, t bring to rum, 
L 2696 

Bishitte, i , Bisliet, pp shut up, T 111 
602 

Bishrewe, 1 pr s beshrew, D 844 
Bisie, V refl take pains, B 3034 , Bisie me, 
employ myself, G 758 , pi pi occupied 
themselves, «; 192 

Bisily, adv diligently, A 11 38 8 , com- 
pletel5, T in 1153, eagerly, V 1051, 
well, 2 33 

Bisinesse, s business, B 1413, busy en- 
deavour, A 1007, G 24 , diligence, 3 1156 , 
C 56 , industry, G 5 , labour, 3 86 , work, 
activity, T 1 795 , trouble, ado, 7 99 , 
careful attention, B 2979 , attentiveness, 
7 230 , care, A 320 

Bi-smokede, adj pi dirtied with smoke, 
B I p I 31 

Bismotered,pp besmutted, raaiked with 
spots of rust, &c , A 76 
Bispet, pp spit upon, I 276 
Bisprenge, t , Bespreynt, pp sprinkled, 
bedewed, 2 10 

Bistad, pp bestead, in trouble, R 1227 , 
hard b , greatly imperilled, B 649 
Bistryden, z , Bistrood, pi s bestrode, 
B 2093 

Bisy, Besy, adj busy, industrious, R 
1052 , active, L 103 , useful, I 474 , 
attentive, F 309 , anxious, 2 2 
Biayde, prep beside , ther b , beside that 
place, 3 1316, 0/6 , from the neighbour- 
hood of, A 445, 6 hu leie, without his 
leave, HF 2105 

Bisydes, prep , him h , near him, A 402 
Bisydes, Bcsydes, adi on one side, G 
1416 

Bit, pr 8 o/Bidde 

Bitake, i pr s commend, 1 1043 , commit, 
E 161 , resign, A 3750 , i pr 8 deliver, 
entrust, L 2297 , Bitook, pt 8 entrusted, 
G 541 , Bitaken, pp B 3 m 2 47 
Biteche, 1 pr s commit (to), consign (to), 
B 2114 


I Bithinke, v imagine, think of, T ui. 
1694 , Bethinke, v 2 107 , ger to reflect, 
HP 1176, Bithoughte, i pt s reft be- 
j thought myself, R 321, I am bithought, 
I have thought (of), A 767, Bithought, 
pp T 11 225 

Bitid, Bitit , see Bityde 
Bitook , see Bitake 
Bitore, 8 bittern, D 

Bitraise, Bitraisshe, v betray , Bitray- 
seth, pr 8 C 92 , pp betrayed, T iv 
1648 , I 269 , Bitiaisshed, R 1648 , Bi- 
trasshed, R 1520 

Bitrenden, v , Bi-trent, pr s encucles, 
goes round, T iv 870 , twmes round, T 
lu 1231 

Bitwixen, pr<?p between, A 880, Betwixen, 
5 148 , Bitwixe, A 277 , Bitwix, L 729 
Bityde, Bityden, v happen, T 11 623 , 
arrive, B 3730 , pr s subj E 306 , Bityde 
what b , happen what may, T v 750 , 
Bitit, pr 8 betides, happens, T n 48, v 
345, Bitidde, pt 8 befell, T v 1641, 
Bitid, pp T in 288 , Betid, HF 384 
Bitydinge, s an event, B 5 p 1 37 
Bitymes, adv betimes, soon, G 1008 
Biware,t , Bi wared, pp spent, expended, 
laid out (as on wares), T 1 636 
Biwepe ger to bemoan, T 1 763, Bi- 
wopeu, pp bathed m tears, T iv 916 
Biwreye, v moke manifest, reveal, T m 
377 , Biwreyest, 2pr 8 revcolest, B 773 , 
Biwreyd, pp betrayed (viz by havmg 
your words revealed), H 332 
Biwreying, 8 betraying, B 2330 
Bi-wryen, v disclose, reveal, T 11 537 , 
Bewrye, betray, 5 348 (Wrongly used 
for Biwreye ) 

Blak, ojdg black, A 294 , Bloke, pi A 537 , 
Blakke, def HP 1801 
Blak, 8 black clothing, 3 443 
Blake, 8 black writing, ink, T 11 1320 
Blakeberied, a, a-blackberrymg, 1 e 
a-wandenng at will, astray, C 406 
Blaked, pp blackened, rendered black, 
B3321 

Blandishe, pr 8 aubj fawn, I 376 
Blankmanger, s a compound of minced 
capon, with cream, sugar, and flour, A 
387 Named from its white colour 
Blasen, ger to blow, HF 1802 
Blaspheme, 8 blaspheming, 16 15 
Blisphemour, « blasphemer, C 898 
Blast, 8 puff, T 11 1387 
Blaste, ger to blow a trumpet, HF 1866 
Blaunche, adj fern white (see Fevere), 
T 1 916 

Blaundisahinge, prei pt as adj be- 
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•Witching, B 3 m 12 23 , Blaundissinge, 
flattering, B 2 pi 31 
Bleohe, v , pp bleached, 9 4^^ 

Blede, v bleed, L 2696 , Bledde pt s 
bled, T 11 950 

Blemished, jpp injured, B 1 p4 312 
Blende, v blind, T iv 648 , ger to de- 
ceive, T 111 207 , to blind (or read to- 
blende, v blind utterly), T 11 1496 , 
Blent, pi 8 blinds, 5 600 , Blente, pt 8 
blmded, T v 1194 , Blent, 2 >P *5 18 
deceived, £211^ 

Blero, V blear, bedim , Blere liir ve, dim 
their eye, cajole them, A 4049 , 2 >P de- 
ceived, G- 730 

Blering, s dimming , W ofanyt cigoling 
A 3865 

Blesse, 1 bless , Blesseth hir, pr s crosses 
herself, B 449 

Bleve, V remain, T iv 1484 remain (at 
home), T 111 (121, , ger to dwell, T iv 1357 
"Blew, pt 8 0/ Bio we 
Blew, adj blue, A 564 , 3 340 , as s blue 
clothing, 21 7 

Bleyne, a blam, blemish, R 5'?3 
Bleynte, pt s blenched, started back A 
1078, turned aside, T iii 1346 iV s of 
Blenche, v 

Blinde, t , Blende with ger to blind 
(the priest) with, G 1151 
Blmne, v leave off, cease, G 1171 
Blisful, adj happ3’^, 9 i , conferring bliss, 
I 24 , blessed, 3 854 , morrv , 11 80 , 
sainted, A 17 

Blisful, adv joyously, s 68() 

Blisfully, adv happily, A u^o 
Blisfulnesse, a happiness, B - p 4 73 
Blisse, V bless, E 333 Perhaps lead 
blesse, kesse See Blesse 
Blissed, pp happy, 9 43 
Bio, adj blue, smoke-coloured, in' 1647 
Blody, adj causing bloodshed, A 2512 
Blondren , see Blundre 
Blood, 8 lineage, 7 63 , offspring, E 632 , 
kms woman, T 11. 394 
Blosme, a blossom, A 3324 
Blosme, v blossom , p? a E 1462 pp 
covered with blossoms, R 108 
Blosmy, adf blossoming, T 11 821 , full 
of buds, 3 *83 

Blowe, V blow, A 363 , Blew, pf a 3 182 
(it) blew, T lu 678 , Blowon, pj> pro- 
clmmed by trumpets, A 2241 
Blundre, v , pr a runs heedlessly, G 
1414, ip pi pr Blondren, yo become 
mazed, G 670 

Blythly, adv gladly, 3 749, 753 
Blyve, adv quickly, soon, L 60 , as hi , 

B 


very soon, as soon as possible, T 1 965 , 
forthwith, R 706, 992 , also hi , as soon 
as possible, T iv 174 
Bobance, a presumption, boast, D 569. 
Boce, a protuberance (boss), I 423 
Booh, 8 botch, pustule, B 3 p 4 14 
Bocher, a butcher, A 2025 
Bocler, a buckler, A 3266 
Bode(i), a foreboding, omen, 3 343 
Bode (2), a abiding, delay, 7 ng 
Bode, V proclaim , pr a heralds, B 4 
m 6 17 

Boden, pp of Bede 

Body, 8 person, F 1005 , principal sub- 
ject, E 42 , corpse, 3 142 , B 1872 , my 
b, myself, B 1183, pi! metallic bodies 
(metals), answering to celestial bodies 
(planets), G 820, 825 
Boef, a beef, E 1420 

Boes, pr s (it)behoves, A4026 (Northern ) 
Boght, Boghte , see Bye 
Boist, a box, C 307 pi HF 2129 
Boistous, adj rude, plam, H 211 
Boistously, adv loudly, E 791 
Bokel, a buckle, R xo86 
Bokeler, a buckler, A 112 A small round 
shield usually earned b> a handle 
at the back See Bocler 
Bokelinge, pres pt buckbng, A 2503 
Bokes, pi books, A 294 
Boket, 8 bucket, A 1333 
Bolas,p 2 buUace-plums, bullaces, R 1377 
Bolde, V grow bold, 5 144 
B 61 e, a bull, T m 723, i\ 239 
Bole armoniak, Armenian clav , G 79(x 
Bolle, a a bowl, G 1210 
Bolt, a crossbow-bolt, A 3264 
Bolt-upright, on (her) back, A 4266, B 
1306 

Bomble, x , x>r 8 booms (as a bittern), 
D972 

Bon, adj good, HF 1022 
Bond, 8 bond, obligation, A 1604 ? band, 
fetter, T 111 1766, obhgation (compelling 
the service of spirits), F 131 
Bonde, a bondman, D 1660, 1 149 
Bonde-folk, a pi bondmen, I 734. 
Bonde-men, a pi bondmen, I 732 
Bone, 8 petition, boon, prayer, request, 
3 i 29 » 8^ 

Boodjpt a o/Byde 

Bddn, a bone, R 1039, I'oiy, T u 926, 
B6nos, pi bones, A 346. 

B66r, a boar, A 2070 , Bores, gen aing 
boai’s, B 2060 , Bores, pi A 1638 
Bddstf 8 loud talk, A 4001 , boast, Ia 
267, pride, B 3289, boasting, C 7(>4, 
swelhng, G 441, 

>5 
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B^t, 8 boat, T 1, 416, 11 ^ 

Boot, 8 help, remedy, T m 1-08 
Boot, 8 o/Byte 
Boras, s borax, A 6^0, Gr 790 
Bord, 8 table, A 52, B 4^0 , plank, 3 74 » 
board, 1 e meals, G 1017, to 6, to 
board, A 3188, D 1528 , into ahippes hord^ 
on boird the ship, A 3585, 0 vet -hard j 
overboard, B 922 
Bordels, 8 pi brothels, I 88*? 

Bordel- women, pi women of the bi othel, 
I 976 

Bordure, 8 border, raised rim on the 
front of an astrolabe, A 1 4 4 
Bore, 8 bore, hole, T m 1453 
Bore, Boren, pp of Bere 
Borel, 8 coarse woollen clothes, D 3*56 , 
Borel men, laymen, B 3145 See Burel 
Bores , see Boor 
Borken,jpp o/Berke 
Borne, v , Borneth, pr 8 burnishes, 
smoothes, T 1 327 

Borwe, 8 pledge, A 1622 , to 6 , m pledge, 
as a pledge, T v 1664 , lej/d to b , laid 
in pledge, pawned, T n 963 , to b ^ for 
surety, 4 203, Venus lieie to 6, Venus 
bemg your pl^ge, T 11 1 324 
Borwe, v borrow, B 105 
Bos, 8 boss, A 3266 See Boce 
Bost, 8 , see Boost 
B68t6, V boast , p 7 s D 1672 
Bote, 8 good, benefit, D 472 , lemedy, 
profit, 3 38 , advantage, T i 352 , heal- 
ing, T 1 7O3 , help, T 11 345 , healer, 
22 45 , relief, G 1481 , salvation, B 1656 , 
doth b , gives the remedy for, 5 276 , 
for b ne bale^ for good nor for ill, 3 

22J 

Botel, 8 bottle (of hay), H 14 
Botelees, adj without 1 emedy, T i 782 
Boteler, « butler, Hh' 392 
Boterilye, 8 butterfly, B 3980 
Botes, pt boots, A 203, 27^ 

Bothe, both, A 540 , youi bothea^ of both 
of you, I 83 , your bother ^ of you both, 
T iv 168 

Botmelees, adj bottomless, unreal, T v 
143 * 

Bougli, 8 bough, R. 1403 , Bowes, pi R 
108 

Bought, Boughte , see Bye 
Bouk, 8 trunk of the body, A 2746 
Bonn, adj prepared, F 1503 
Bcunde, a bound , pi bounds, limits, 
L. 546, 1673 

Bountee, a goodness, kmdnoss, i 9, 
*good deed, 1 393, debghtfulness, R 

1444. 


Bountevous, adj bountiful, bounteous, 
T 1 883, C no 

Bour, 8 bed-chamber, HF 1 186 , B 1932 , 
lady’s chamber, R 1014 , inner room, 
B 4022 

Bourde, e jest, H 81 , pi D 680 
Bourde, i pr a jest, C 778 , pp 3 589 
Box (1), 8 box-tree, A 2922 , boxwood, L 
866 , money-box, A 4390 , box, C 809 
Box (2), 8 blow, L 1388 
Boydekin, s dagger, A 3960 
Bracer, s bracer, a guard foi the arm 
m archery, Am 

Bragot, 8 a beverage made of honey and 
ale, A 3261 

Braid, 8 quick movement , at a 5 , in a 
moment, R 1336, Biayd, a start, L 
1166 

Brak pt s of Brekc 
Brasil, 8 dye made from a ceitain d^o- 
wood, B 4649 

Brast, Braste , see Breste 
Braun, s muscle, A 3f6, brawn (of the 
boar), F 1254 

Braunche, 8 branch, T v 844 
Brayd, Brayd© , s( c Breyde 
Brede(i), 8 bieadth, R 823, 1124 , space, 
T 1 179, on b^ede, abioad, T i 

S 30 

Brede (2), s roast meat, HF 1222 
Brede, to breed, T 111 1340, grow, 
T v 1027, Broden, qer to breed, arise, 
L 1136(0! Veigil, iv 2), Bred,pp 
bred up, P 499 

Breech, a breeches, B 2049, ^ 94 ** 
Breem, 8 bream, a fish, A 350 
Breke, v break, A 351, C 936, br his 
day, fail to pay on the day, G 1040, 
qer to interrupt, B 2233 , Biak, pt a 
3 71 , Breke, p? a subj 4 242 , Breke, 
2pr pi 8ubj break off, T v 1032, Breke, 
pt 8 subj would break, B 4578 , Broke, 
pp broken, A 3571 , Broken, pp ship- 
wrecked, L 1487 

Brekke, a break, flaw, defect, 3 940 
Bremble-flour, a flower of the bramble, 
B 1936 

Breme, adj furious, T iv 184 
Breme, adv furiously, A 1699 
Bren, a bian, A 4033 
Brenne, v bum, 17 18 , to bo burnt, 
T 1 91 , Brinne, yer to burn, D 52 , 
Brendest, 2 pt a didst bum, A 2384 , 
Bronde, pt 8 1 90, was burnt, HF 
163 , was set on fire, HP 337 , Brenned, 
pt 8 was inflamed with anger, R 297 , 
Brende, pt pL caught fire, HF 934, 
Brente, pi pi L 731 Brent, pp 7 115, 
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Brend, pp B 45'55 , as adj bright, B, 
1109 

Brenning, & burning, 4 1^3 , greed of 
gold, R 188 

Brennmgly, adv ardently, T 1 607 , fer- 
vently, A 1564 

Brere, a bnar, R, 85S , Breres, pi under- 
wood, A ie;32 

Brest, 8 breast. An*;, 131 
Brest-boon, a breast-bone, A 2710 
Breste, v burst, T v 1008 , afflict, T 
111 1434, break, D 1103, Brest, pr a 
bursts, A 2<5io , breaks, T 1 238 , Brast, 
pt a burst out, T v 1078 , burst, L 
1033, bloke, 3 1193, Brast, pt a burst 
(or read braste would burst), T v 
180 , Braste, pt pi burst, T u 326 , 
Broste, pt pL B 671, C 234 , Brosten, 
pt pi 4 96 , Braste, pt a auhj would 
burst, T iL 1 108 , Brosten, jpji burst, 
T 11 976 , broken, L 1300 
Bresting, a bursting, F 973 
Bretful, adj brimful, A 687, 2164 
Bretherhed, a brotherhood, leligious 
order, A 511 

Brew, pt 8 contrived, B 3575 
Breyde, ffer to start, T iv 230, 348, v 
awake, F 477 , Breyde, i pr a start, T 
\ 126-, Breyde, i pt a awoke, D 799, 
Breyde, pt a started, T v 1243 , went 
(out of Ills wits), B 3728 , drew, B 837 , 
Brayde, pt a took hastily, HF 1678 , 
Bravd, pp started, gone suddenly, 7 
124 

Bnd, a bird, IIF 1003 , joung of buds, 
102 

Brige, a contention, B 2873 F hiigve 
Brigge, a bridge, A 3922 
Bright, adj laii, R looc; 

Bnghte, ad; as a brightness (atter for), 
T 11 804 

Brike, s a traji, snare, ‘fix,’ dilemma, 
B 3380 

Brmge \ bring, Bringes, 2 pr a bimg- 
est, HF 1908 (a Northern form), Broght- 
&i\.,pt pi B25c)o, made b? oght, c iiised 
to be brought, HF 153 
Brmne, ge 7 to burn, D 32 See Brenne 
Brocage, a mediation, A 3373 
Broche, a brooch, li 1193 , small orna- 
ment, biacolet, 4 243 
Brode, udv hioailly, plainly, A 739, fai 
and wide, HF 1683 , wide awake, G 
1420 

Brodere, ad; larger, A 11 38 i 
Brok, 1 e Badger, a hoiso’s name, 1 > 

1543 

Broken , see Harm, And see Broke 


Brokkinge, pres pt using a quavering 
voice, A 3377 

Bromes, p/ broom (bushes so called), 
HF 1226 

Brond, a toith, L 2252 , firebrand, B 
3224 , Bronde, dat piece of hurnmg 
wood, B 2093 

Brood, adj broad, A 133, 471 , thick, 
large, F 82 , Brode, pi R 939 , ex- 
panded, R i68i 
Broste, -en , see Breste 
Brotel, adj brittle, frail, T 111 820 , 
fickle, L 1883 , unsafe, insecure, E 1279 , 
transitory, E 2061 , Brutel, B 2 p 3 6 
Brotelnesse, a Irailty, T v 1832 , inse- 
curity, E 1279, fickleness, 10 63 
Brotherhede, t brotherhood, D 1399 
Brouded, pp embroidered, A 3238, B 

3639 

Brouke, v enjoy, use, B 4490 , keep, E 
2308 , I pr 8 aubj {optative), may have 
the use of, HP 273 , Brouken, pr pi 
aubj {oj}t ), may (tin y) profit by, L. 194 
Browding, a embroidery, A 2498 
Broyded, pp braided^ A 1049 
Brutel , see BroteL 

Brybe, v steal, filch, A 4417 , rob, D 
1378 

Bryberyes, pi ways of robbing, D 1367 
Brydale, a weddmg, A 4375 
Brydel, a bridle, 7 184 
Brydeleth, pi a controls, 4 41 
Bulfet, a bloAs , Butfettes, pi I 238 
Bugle-horn, a drmking horn made from 
the ‘ bugle ’ or ox, F 1233 
Buk, a buck, 3 * 95 , Bukke, B 1946 , 
Bukkes, gen buck’s, A 3387 
Bulde, V build , Biilto, pt a built, A 
1348 

Bulle, 8 papal bull, C 9cx) 

Bulte, pt a of Bulde 
Bulte, V boult, silt, B 4430 
Burdoun, a bui don of a song, bass-accom- 
paniment, A 673 

Burel, adj rougli, unlettered, F 716 , lay 
(people), D 1872, 1874 Tlie idea is that 
of a man diessed in huiel, or coarse 
woollen cloth See Borel 
Buriels, s %>l biiiial-j)laces, 1 e tlie 
catacombs, G 1S6 

Burne, v burnish , pp A 1983 , pobshed, 
HP 1387 , Instious, C 38 See Borne 
Burnet adj made ot coarse brown cloth, 
R 220 

Busk, a bush, R 34 , P? A 1379. 

But, cor^; except, unless, 2 82, 3 117 
But, as a an exception, a ‘but,’ 1 494, 
But and, but it, L. \p.yx 
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But-if, ciynj unless, R 2^0 
Buxom, adj yielding, 6 12$ , obedient, 
B 1287 

Buxomly, adv obediently, E 186 
Buxumnesse, a submission, n 
By, prep by, A &c , as regards, with 
respect to, concerning, 6 126 , with 

reference to, 5 4 , for, on account of, 
R 844 , by p7 ocea^ in process, B 2665 , 
by me^ beside me {mth accent on by), T 
11 991 , by the mortvC) in the morning, 
L 49 

By, adv beside , faate by, close at hand, 
R. 1274 

By and by, adv one after another, in 
due order, in due place, L 304, A ion 
Byde, v wait, T 1 1067, A 1^76, Bood, 
pt a waited, T v 29 , Blden, pp stayed, 
E 1888 

Bye, V buy, pay for (it), D 167 , go by, let 
us go to buy, G 1294 , Bye, pi pi auhj 
18 26 , Boghte, pt a bouglit, A 2088 , 
redeemed, E 1153, b agayn, redeemed, 
C776 

Byhight, pp promised. Tv 1104 
Bying, a buymg, A 

By-japed, pp tncked, made a jest of, T 
V 1119 

Bynt him, binds himself, 4 47 , B^uit 
her, 4 48 

By-path, a by-way, T m 170^; 

Byrde, a maiden, lady, E 1014 
By-seke, v beseech, T iv 131 
Byte, V bite, T ui 7^7, cut deeply, F 
158 , bum, A 631 , B6bt, pt a bit, B 
3791 , Blten, pp bitten, L 2318 
Bytinge, a wound, B 3 m 7 7 
By-word, a proverb, T iv 769 
By-wreye, v reveal, T 111 367 


C 

Caas, 8 circumstance, I 105, aette caaa 
= suppose, A. 11 42 24 , Caas, pi cases 
of law, A 323 

Caoche, v catch, G n , lay hold of, 3 
969 , come by, HF 404 , Caughte, pt a 
took, conceived, E 619, took, A 498, 
pulled, L 1854 , Caught, pp obtamed, 
E 1110, taken, F 740 

Oaitif, adj captive, miserable, wretched, 
A 1552 

Caitif, 8 wretch, R 340 , pi captives, 
A 924 

Cake, a a round and rather flat loaf of 
bre^ (m the shape of a large bun), 
A 668, 4094, C 322 

Caloening, s calcination, G 771 


Calcinacioun, a calcination, G 804 
Calcule, t calculate , Colculed, pt a F 
1284 

Calculer, a the calculator 01 pomter, A 
2 23 2 See Almury 
Calculinge, a calculation, T 1 71 
Calendes, pi kalends, introduction to 
a new time, T u 7 

Calle, a caul, a net used to confine 
women’s hair, A 1 19 4 , headdress, 
D 1018 , to ‘ make a hood above a caul ’ 
= to befool, T 111 773 
Camaille, a a camel, E 1196 
Camuse, adj low and concave, A 3934, 
3974 

Can, I pi a know, L 1987 , know how, 
am able, E 304, F 4 , can, B 42 , under- 
stand, F 1266, am able to say, 3 14, 
pi a knows, 3 673 , has, E 2245 , knows 
(of), A 1780, has skill, T 11 1197, can 
on^ has knowledge of, F 786 , can ha 
goody knows her own advantage, B 231 , 
can thanky owes (them) thanks, A 1818 , 

2 pr pi know, B 1169 
Canel-boon, a collar-bone (ht cliannel- 

bone, with reference to the depression 
in the neck behind the collar-bone), 

3 943 

Canelle, a cinnamon, R 1370 
Cankedort, a state of suspense, critical 
I position, T n 1732 
Canon, a the ‘ Canon,’ the title of a book 
by Avicenna, 0 890 , rule, explanation, 
A pr 105 

Canstow, 2 p a pr knowest thou, A pr 
20 , canst thou, T iv 4(^0 
Cantel, a portion, A 3008 
I Cape, ger gape after, T v 1133 *^00 

I Gape 

Capel, a horse, nog, H 64 , cart-horse, 
D 2150 

Cappe, a cap, A 386, aet the lortghtea 
cappCy 1 e made a fool of him, A 3143 
Carbouole, a carbuncle-stone, R 1 120 
Cardiacle, a pain about the heart, C 313 
Care, a anxiety, sorrow, gnef, trouble, 7 
63 , T 1 305, 3 « 7 » lU-liick, 5 363 , j)Z 
miseries, T 1 264 

Care, v feel anxiety, E 1212, Care thee, 
imp a be anxious, A 3298 
Careful, adj full of tioublo, 6 44, 133 , 
sorrowful, A 1565 
Oareyne, a corpse, carcase, 5 177 
Oarf, cut , see Kerve 
Cariage, a a carrymg away , upon c , in 
the way of carrymg anything away, 
1 e that I can carry away, D 1370, 
Cariagcs a jpZ tolls due from the tenant 
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to his feudal lord imposed by authority, 

I 752 

Carl, 8 man, A 3469 , rustic, countryman, 

A 545 

Carole, s a dance accompanied with 
singing, R 744, 793 

Carole, v dance round smging 3 849 , 
pp danced, R 810 
Carpe, v talk, discourse, A 474 
Carrik, s barge, D 1688 
Cart, s chariot, HF 943 
Cartere, s charioteer, B ^ p 4 100 
Cart-hors, pi chariot-horses, HF 944 
Cas, 8 accident, chance, HF 2«;4, 1052 , 
affair, L 409 , occasion, B 36 , adven- 
ture, L 1630, mischance, L 1036, tn 
cas that, in case, A 11 3 2 , upon caa, by 
chance, A 3661 , in cas if that, in case 
that, T 11. 758 , tn no maner caa, m no 
way, D 1831 , 8 et a cas, suppose that, T 

II 729 , to deyen in the ca^, though 
death wore the result, E 839 

Cast, 8 occasion, turn, B 3477 , contri- 
vance, plan, HF 1178 
Caste, V cast (accounts), B 1406 , Casten, 

V throws, T in 513, c toith a spere, 
throw with a spear, HF 1048 , fling, 

A 3330, contrive, HF 1170, Caste, i | 
pr 8 conjectuiG, A 2172 , Castoth, pr a j 
casts about, I 692, considers, G 1414 | 
applies, B 2781 , refl devotes himself, I 
G 738 , Cast, pr a casts, R 1374 , Caste, { 
1 pt 8 threw, 5 172, Casten, pp throwni, l 
B 1796, Cast, pp overthrown, T 11 
1389, contiived, B 3891 , c bifom, pre 
meditated, I 343 

Castelled, adj castellated, I 443 
Castel-yate, castle-gate, HF 12(^4 
Catapuce, 8 caper^spurge {J’uphoihta 
Lathyria), B 4133 

Catel, 8 property, wealth, possessions, 
goods, A 373, ‘>40 

Cause, 8 cause, i 26 , A 419 , reason, T 

V 327 , idea, 2 46 , Cause causinge, 

first cause, T iv 829 , by the c that, 
because, A 2488 , by that c , because, 

T IV 99 , Cause why, the reason why, 

T 111 705 , the reason for it (was), A 

4144 

Causeles, adv without cause, F 825 ! 

Cave, 8 cave, HF 70 , used to translate 
the astrological term ‘puteus,’ 4 119 
Cavillaoioun, a cavilhng, D 2136 
Celebrable, adj celebrated, B 4 m 7 
Celerer, a keeper of a cellar, B 3126 
Celle, 8 cell, A 172, 1376 
Centaure, a centaury, Centanrea nigra, 
B 4153. 


Centre, a a pomt on a rete representmg 
1 star, A 1 21 12 
Ceptre, s sceptre, B 3334, 3363 
Cercle, a HF 791 , sphere, 16 9 
Cerclen,per to encircle, T m 1767, pr a 
R 1619 

Cored, pp as adj waxed, G 808 
Cerial, adj belonging to a species of 
oak, the Quercua cei ns, A 2290 
Ceriously, adv mmutely, with full 
details, B 183 Ducange has ‘ Seriose, 
fuse, minutatim, articulatim ’ From 
Lat senes, order 

Certein, adj sure , Certeins, pi certain, 
B 5 p 3 I**) , c gold, a stated sum of 
money, B 242, c tieaor, a quantity of 
treasure, B 442, c yerea, a certain 
number of years, B 3367, Certeyn, a 
certain sum, a fixed quantity, G 776 
Certem,adv certainly, indeed assuredly, 
A 37'> 

Cartes, adv certainly, R 374, 439 
Caruce, 8 white lead, A 6,0 
Cese, V cause to cease, T 1 445 , init an 
end to, 4 II See Cease 
Cesse, ^ cease, B 1066 , c cause, when 
the cause ceases, T 11, 483 , c unnd, when 
the wind ceases, T 11 1388 
Cetewale, a setwall, Le /sedoary, A 3207, 
B 1931 0 F citoal A medicinal sub 

stance obtained in the East Indies, 
having a fragrant smell, and a warm, 
bitter, aromatic taste, used in medicme 
as a stimulant (The name setuall was 
also gi\ en to valerian ) 

Ceynt, s emoture, girdle, A 3235 
Chaffare, a bargainmg, I 831 , traffic, 
G 1421 , trade, A 4389 , merchandise, 
ware, B 1473, D 321 , matter, subject, 
E 24^38 

Chaffare, gci to trade, barter, deal, 
traffic, B 139 

Chaires, a pi thrones, B 4 m 2 6 
Chalange, v , pr a i p claim, F 1324 , 
Chalaunged, pt a arrogated, B 2 p6 36 
Chalanging, a false claim, accusation, 
C 264 

Cbalaundre, a a species of lark (Alatida 
calandra), R pi R 663 
Chalice, a oup, I 879 
Chalk>stoon, a a piece of chalk, G 1207 
Chalons, pi blankets or coverlets for 
abed, A 4140 Cf E shalloon. 
Chamberere, s maidservant, lady’s maid, 
D 30a 

Ohambre-roof, roof of my room, 3 299 
Champartye, a equality, participation 
in powder, A 1949 ^ champ partu 
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Chanon, t canon, $75 
Chapeleine, s chaplain, A 164 
Ohapelet, 9 fillet, circlet for the head, 
chajplet, B, 563, 845, 908 
Gliapitre, s chapter, I) 194*? 

Chapman, a trader, merchant, A 397 , 
Chapmen, p? B 135 

Chapmanhede, a bargaining, B 1428, 
trade, B 14 ^ 

Char, a chaiiot, 7 24, 39, 40 
Charbocle,$ carbuncle (a precious stone), 
B 2061 

Charge, a load, burden, R 1352 , rcspon- 
Bibility, 5 «)07 , consideration, A 1284 , 
importance, 3 894 , care, A 733 , par- 
tic^ar note, D 321 , a liea\y thing, 
ECF 746, vk eight, L 620, consequence, 
L 2383 , of that no ch , for that no 
matter, it is ot no importance, G 749 
Charge, v load, L 2i‘;i , command, L 
493 » PP burdened, I 92 , bidden, L 
940 

Chargeant, adj burdensome, B 2433 
Char-hors, j}l chariot-horses, T v 1018 
Charitable, adj loving, L 444 , kind, A 
143 

Charitee, a chanty, love, T 1 49, for 
semte ch , n 0 etihei ( i ) for holy charity , 
or {2) for the sake of St Chanty, A 
1721, B 4510, D 2119 

Charmeresses, fem pi workers with 
charms, HF 1261 

Chaste, v to chasten , pp t lught, F 
491 O F chaatter See Ohastyse 
Chasteyn, a chestnut, A 2922 bee 
Chesteynes 

Chastisinge, a chastening, i 129 
Ohastyse, v to rebuke, restiain, B 369'; , 
chasten, i 39 See Chaste 
Chaunce, a chance, A 17^2 , incident, 
3. 1285, destiny, 3 1113, luck, G S93 , 
* chance,’ a technical teim in the game 
of hazard, C 633 
Chaungiiig, a change, 21 17 
Chaunteth, pr a sings, A 3367, E 18*^0 
Chaunte-pleure, title ot a song upon 
gnef following joy, 7 320 
Chaunterie, a an endowment for the 
payment of a priest to sing mass, 
agreeably to the appointment of the 
founder, A •jxo 

Ohayer, a chair, B 3803 , throne, B i 
m5 3 

Cheef, adj <lnef, 3 910, 91 1 
Cheef, a chief, head, L 2109 
Cheek, a cheek, 1. e cheekbone, B 3228 
Cheep, a market, price , to greet cheep, 
too cheap, I) 523, aa good chep, as 


cheaply , T ui. 641 , a time ot cheapness. 
HF 1974 

Chees , see Chese 

Cheeste, a wrangling, I 556 A S c^at 
Chek, a as xnt check (at chess), 3 639 
Chekkere, a chess-board, 3 6t)o 
Chekmat, checkmate, T u 734 
Chelaundre, E 81 , see Chalaundre 
Chep, -e , see Cheep 
Chepe, ger to bargain (with her), D 268 
Chere, s face, countenance, T 1 14, look, 
mien, E 1014 , entertamment, A 747 , 
favour, 7 it)8 , appearance, 10 4 , be- 
haviour, A 139, look, glance, sign, T 
1 312 , good cheei, mirth, A 4363 , 

kindly gieetmg, 4 146, show, B2,77, 
kindly expression, E H12 , doffe hi)ii 
chere, makes him good cheer, L 2432 , 
he oj good ch , be of good cheer, T 1 
879 , aory ch , mournful look, D 38S , 
Cheies, pZ laces, E 813, looks, P ii 
1307 

Cherl, climl, boor, fellow, 3 396 , L 
136, slave, I 4O3, man (in the moon), 
T 1 1024 , pZ violent men, fierce men, 
E 880 

Chertee, a affection, B 1326 
Chembinnes, gen cherub’s, A 0-4 
Cheryse, pi cherries, E i ^76 
Ches, a clicss, 3 619, 632, 664 
Chese, V choose, 3 39-), 400, Cheost, j)/ 
a chooseth, 3 623 , Choes, 1 pt a chose, 

3 791 , Chees, pf a chose, B 3706 , Chees, 
imp a choose, L 1449, Clieseth, tm 2 ) 
pi 1> 1232, Chose, pp chosen, 3 icx)4 

Chesinge, s choosing, choice, B 2303, E 
162 

Cheste, a chest, casket, T v 1308 , box, 
trunk, L 310 , cofhn, D 502 
Chesteynes, pi chestnuts, E 1 375 
Chevauchee , see Chivachee 
Cheve, v , in phi yvel moto he chovo 
= ill may he end, or ill may ho thrive, 
G 1223 

Chevesaile, 9 (ornamented) collar or 
neckband of a gown, E 1082 
Ohevisaunce, a boirowmg, L 2434, 
agreement to borrow, B 1519 , deahng 
for profit, A 282 

Chevise, v rcjl accomplish (her) desire, 

4 289. O F c/icvtr 
Chideresse, a a scold, R 130 
Chieftayn, a captain, A 2333 
Chiertee, a fondness, D 396 , love, F 

881 

Chike, a chicken, E 541 

Ohiknes, pi chickens, A 38a 

Child, a young man, A 3323, Childea 
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pley, child’s play, E 1330 , CJhilde, "with, 
with child, L. 1323 
Childhede, « childhood, R 399 
Childly, adj childldte, 3 1095; 

Chilmdre, s cybnder, portaolo eun-dial, 
B 1396 

Clumbe, 8 nm of the barrel, A 3895 
Chimbe, v chime (as a bell), A 3896 
Chimenee, s fireplace, A 3776 
Chinche, 8 niggard, miser, B 2793, 2809 
Ohinoherye, s niggardbness, miserb- 
ness, B 2790 

Chirche, s church, A 708, 2760 
Chirche-hawe, s churchyard, I 964 , 
pi T 801 

Chirche-reves, pi church - officers, 
churchwardens, D 1306 
Chirketh, pr 8 chirps, D 1804 , p)C8 pt 
rustling, B 1 m 6 10 
Chirking, a creaking, giating noises, 
A 2004, 1 603 , Chirkmgcs, pi shriekings, 
cries, HF 1943 
Chisels, 8 scissors, I 418 
Chit, dudes , pr 8 of Ch^ do 
Chiteren, v chatter, prattle, O 1 397 
Chitenngo, s chattering, chirping, T 
11 68 

Chivachee, s feat of horsemanship, H 
50, Chevauchco, swift course (lit iide), 
4 144 O F cheiauchee, an expedition on 
horseback 

Chivachee, s a military expedition, A 

85 

Chivalrye, s knighthood, the accom- 
plishments of a knight, A 45, knightly 
conduct, valour, R 1207 1 > troops 

of horse, cavalry, company of knights, 
A 878 

Chogh, 8 chough, 5 343 
Choppen, v strike downwards, knock, 
HF 1824 

Chose, pp o/Cliese 

Chuk, 8 cluck, ‘ chucking ’ noise, B 
4364 

Chnkketh, pr a clucks, B 4372 
Chyde, v (hide, T 111 1433, complain, 
F 630 , reproach, T v 1093 , Chit, pr 8 
chides, scolds, G 921 , Cluddo, i pt. s 
chid, I) 223 

Chydester, 8 (female) scold, E 1335 
Chydmges, pi scoldings, HF 1028 
Chyning, adj gaping, yawning, B i 
p 6 41 AS cmaw, to gape open 
Ciclatoun, a a costly kind ot thin db^, 
B 1924 

Cinam^me, a cinnamon, as a term of 
ondea^emt, sweet one, A 3699 
Cink, num cinque, five, C 653, 


Cipres, a cypress, 5 179, {collepUvely\ 
cypresses, R 1381 

Circumscryve, v enclose, comprehend, 
T V 1863 

Citole, a kind of harp, a stringed instru- 
ment, A 1939 

Citrinacioun, s citronising, the turning 
to the colour of citron, a process m 
alchemy, G- 816 

Citryn, adj citron-coloured, A 2167 
Clamb, pt 8 of Cbmben 
Clamour, s A 993 , outcry, D 889 
Claperes, pi burrows (tor rabbits), R. 
1405 

Clappe, a thunderclap, HF 1040 
Clappe, a prating, foolish talk, A 3144 
Clappe, V clap , hence^ chatter, prattle, 
G 965 , pr 8 knocks, D 1581, 1584 , pr 
pi talk unceasingly, I 406 , Clappeth, 
imp pi E 1200, Clapte, pt a. shut 
quickly, A 3740 

Clapping, a chatter, idle talk, E 999 
ClariODing, a the music of the danon, 
HF 1242 

Clarioun, a clarion, trumpet, HF 1240, 
1*5711 *579- 

Clarree, a clarified wine, wine mixed 
with honey and spices, and afterwards 
strained till clear, A 1471, E 1807 
Clasped, pp fastened, A 273 
Clatereth, pr a says noisily, B 2259 , 
pt pi rattled, A 2423 
Clateringe, s clanking, A 2492 , clashing, 
B1865 

Clause, 8 sentence , also, agreement, 
stipulation, T u 728 , tn a clause^ m a 
short sentence, briefly, 22 38 
Clawe, V rub, D 940 , ger to scratch, T 
iv 728 , pt 8 stroked, A 4326 , Clew, 
1 pt 8 rubbed, HF 1702 
Cleerly, adv entirely, B 1366 
Cleernesse, a glory, G 403 
Clefte, 8 o/Clevo(i) 

Cl^ne, adj clean, A 504 , unmixed, B 
1183 

Clene, adv clean, entirely, wholly, R. 1380. 
Clennesse, a purity, A 306 
dense, v deanse, A 631 
Clepen, v call, name, A 643, 2730, call 
out, A 3377 1 pr a 1) 102 , F 382 , niem 
cl , people cdl, E 115 , Clepe , ayein 
(or again), v recall, T m 521 , pi a 
called, F 374 , Clopto, pt a called, 
B. 1331 j summoned, B 2432 , Olept, pp. 
named, G 863. 

Clere, adj clear, R. 68i , bright, 3. 340 , 
well-sounding, 3 347 , noble, pure, HE, 
1575 
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Clere, adt clearly, A 170, L 1^9 
Clere, v grow clear, T 11 2, 806 , ger to 
grow bright, T \ 519 , to shine clearly, 
^ 773 

Clerer, adj comp brighter, ^ 822 
Clergeon, s a chorister-boy, B 169^ 
Olergial, ad) clerkly, learned, Gt 7'>2 
Olergye, s learning, D 1277 
Clerk, 8 clerk, scholar, student, A 285 , 
writer, D 689 

Clernesse, 8 brightness, L 84 
Cleve {i\ V cleave, cut, spht, R 8«;o, L 
7^8 , Clefte, pt s split, 3 72 , Cloven, 
pp A 2934, Clo\c, pp cleft, dimpled, 
R 

01eve(2), V adhere , pr pi B 3 p ir 112 
Clew, 8 clew, L 2140 
Clew, 8 o/Clawe 
Cley, 8 clay, G 807 

Clifte, 8 cleft, L 740 , chink B 4 p 4 
296 

Cliket, a latch-key, E 2046, 2117, 2121, 
2123 

Climben, v climb, F 106 , Clamb, pt <i 
B 1987, Clomb, 1 pt s climbed, HF 
1118, Clomben, pf pi climbed, A 36^6, 
Claxnben, pt pi chmbed, HF 2151 , 
Cloumben, B 2590, Clomben, pp T 1 
21^, ascended, B 4388, Clombo, pp 
risen, B 12 , tuere clomhCy hadst chmbed, 

B 3592 

Clinking, 8 tinkling, B 3984 
Clippe (i), I pr 8 embrace, T m 1344 
Clippe (2), t cut hair, A 3326 
Clipping, #, embracing, R 342 
Clobbed, adj clubbed, B 3088 
Cloisterer, 8 resident in a cloister, A 
2595 3661 

Cloisterlees, adj outside of a cloister, A 
179 

Cloke, 8 cloak, T m 738 
Clokke, 8 clock, B 4044 , of the cl , by 
the clock, B 14 

Clom, interj be silent, mum ’ A 3638 
Clombe, -n , see Climben 
01668, adj close, secret, T 11. 1534 , closed, 
B 4322 , Clos, closed, R 1673 
Cl66th, 8 piece of clothing, D 1633 , 
mfants’ clothing, T m 733 
Clos, 8 enclosure, B 4330 
Closet, 8 . small room, T u 399, 1213 
Closing, 8 enclosure, boundary, R 527 
Closure, a enclosure, I 870 
Olote-leef, a a leaf of the burdock or 
clote-bur, G 577 AS elate, a bur- 
dock. 

016 th, a cloth, garment, D 238 , clothes, 
D 1881 . 


Clothen, v clothe, T v 1418 , Cladde, 
pt 8 clad, T IV 1690 , rejl clothed him- 
self, 7 143 , Cledde, pt 8 T 111 1521 , 
Clad, pp R 409 , covered, A 294 , fur- 
nished, 3 352 

Clothered, pp clotted, coagulated, A 
2745 (Other MS& clotered, clotred ) 
Clothlees, adj naked, I 343 
Cloud, a sky, T 111 433 
Cloumben , see Climben 
Clout, a bit of cloth, G 736 , patch, R 
438 , pi fragments, E 1933 , rags, C 348 
Clouted, pp patched up, R 223 
Cloven, pp 0/ Clove (i) 

Clowes, pi claws, HF 1783 
Clow-gelofre, pp clo\e, the spice so 
called, R 1368 , Clowe-gilofre, B 1952 
Fr clou dp girojle 

Clustred, pp covered with clouds, B i 
m 3 6 (Lat qlomei antur ) 

Clymat, a a belt or /one of the earth 
included between two given lines of 
latitude, A 11 39 28 , pi zones of lati- 
tude, A 1 3 4 , Clvmates, sots of almi- 
canteras calculated for various terrostial 
latitudes, A 1 14 4 

Cl3rven, pr pi cleave, keep, B 3 p r r 1 15 
Clyves, pi cliffs, L 1470 
Coagulat, pp clotted, G 81 1 
Cod, a bag , used of the receptacle of the 
stomach, C 334 

Coempciouu, a an imposition so called, 
lit joint purchase, the buying up of tho 
whole of any commodity in the market, 
B I p 4 90 

Cofre, a coffer, chest, L 380 , money box, 
F 1371 , cofhn, 3 177 
Cogge, a cock-boat, L 1481 
Coghe, ger to cough, T 11 234. 

Coillons, pi testicles, C 932 
Cok, a cock, 5 350 , thrtdde c , third cock, 
A 4233 

Cok * cok ’ the noise made hy a cock, B 
4467 

Cokenay, a cockney, effeminate creature, 
A 4208 

Cokewold, a cuckold, A 3132 
Cokkel, a cockle, 1 e the corn-cockle, 
Agrostemma githago, B 1183 
Cokkes, corruption of Goddes, H 9, I 29 
Cokkow, 8 cuckoo, HF 243 
061, a coal, T 11 1332 , Cole, A 2692 
Ool-blak, adj coal-black, A 2142 
Cold, adj cold, A 420 , chillmg (often in 
phr care 8 colde), T m 1260 , disastrous, 
B 4446 

Oolde, V grow cold, B 879, F 1023 
Color* 8 collar, T v 81 1 , Colers, pi 
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collars, A 2i«)2 (or read col^rd, piovided 
with collars) 

Colera (Lat ), choler, B 4118 
Oolere, s choler, B 4136 
Colerik, adj choleric, A *,87, B 414^ 
Col-fox, 8 coal-fox, fox with black marks, 
B440S 

Collacioun, s confeience, E 32 
Collateral, adj adventitious, subordinate, 
T 1 262 

Collect, pp collected m grovips, F 1275 
Col6ur, 8 colour, 7 173, complexion, 
hue, R 213, outward ajipearance, 2 66, 
pretence, 10 21 , excuse, D 399, pi fine 
phrases, HF 839, hues, pretences (a 
pun), F 31 1 

Colpons, pi shreds, bundles, A 679 , 
billets, A 2867 

Coltish, adj like a colt, E 1847 
Columbyn, adj dove-like, E 2141 
Colver, 8 dove, L 2319 AS culfie 
Combred, pp encumbered, B 3 m 10 9 
Combre-world, s one who encumbers 
the world, who hves too long, T iv 279 
Combust, pp burnt, G811, quenched 
(as being too near the sun), T 111 717 
Come, V come , come theiebi/^ come by it, 
acquire it, G 1393, Come, ger to come, 
future, 3 708 , Comestow, comest thou, 
Ii 1887 > Cometh, p) 8 a8 fut shall 
come, 4 11 , Comth, pi s comes, B 
407 , Cam, pt 8 came, F 81 , COm, pt e 
3 134 , COmen, pt pi L 1241 , cWen, 
jyp come, 4 81 , ben comen^ are come, B 
1130, Com of, 1 0 seize the opportunity , 
be quick, T 11 1738, D 1602, Cometh, 
imp pi A 839 

C6me, 8 coming, G 343 AS cyme 
Comedie, s comedy, pleasant tale, one 
that ends happily, T v 1788 
Comeveden, 2 pi pi as 2 pi « , didst 
instigate, T 111 17 See Commeveth 
Comlily, adv m a comely way, 3 848 
Commeveth, pi 8 moves, induces, T v 
1783, Commeve, pi 8 suhj move, T v 
1386 See Commoeve, Comeveden 
Commoeve, ger to move, influence, B 4 
P 4 ^ 7 *) 

Commoevmge, 8 moving, disturbing, 
B I m 4 6 

Commune, adj general, common, B 133 , 
tn c , commonly, A 1261 
Commune, s the commons, E 70 , jil 
commoners, A 2309 

Compaignable, adj companionable, B 
1194. 

Companye, s company, A 24 ^ com- 
panionship, 4 219 


Compansoned, jyp compared, B 2 p 7 
118 

Compas, 8 circuit, 4 137 , circlet, wreath, 
B 900 , circle, A 1889 , a very large 
circle, HF 798 , circumference, 20 5 , 
enclosure, orb, world, as in tryne compos^ 
the threefold world (earth, sea, and 
heaven), G 43 , pair of compasses, A 11, 
40 13 , croft, contriving, HF 462 , pi 
circles (or, per}iap8^ pairs of compasses), 
HP 1302 

Compasment, 8 plotting, contrivance, 
L 1416 

Compasse, v contrive, B 194 , planned, 
L 1414 , Compassed, pp drawn with 
compasses, fashioned circulaily, A 1 
18 I , planned, L. 1343 
Compassing, 8 dimension, H 1350 , con- 
trivance, A 1996 

Compeer, 8 gossip, close friend, A 670, 
comrade, A 4419 

Compilatour, 8 compiler, A pi 70 
Compleynt, 8 a ‘ complaint ’ or ballad, 2 
43 , 3 464 

Complexioun, 8 complexion, A 3^3 , 
temperament, 1 585 , the (four) tempera- 
ments, HP 21 

Compline,® evening service, A 4171 
Complisshen, v accomplish, B 4 p 4 24 
Comporte, v bear, endure. Tv 1397 
Composicioun, s agreement, A 848, 
2651 

Co'upotent, adj all-powerful, B 5 p 6. 

«J 3 

Compouned, pp composed, HP 1029, 
tempered, L 2383, mingled, HF 2108, 
constructed, drawn, A pr ii 
Comprehende, v take (it) m, T iv 891 , 
take in (in the mind), F 223 , pr s com- 
prises, I 1043 

Comprende, t comprehend, contain, T 
111 1687 

Comunalitee, 8 empire, B 4 p 6 402 
Comune, adj general, common to all, T 
lu 1413 , accustomed to, 3 812 , Comun 
profit, the good of the country, 5 47, 75. 
Comune, 8 a common share m a thmg, 
E 1313 

Oomyn, s cummin, B 2045 ‘A. dwarf 

umbelliferous plant, somewhat re- 
sembling fennel, cultivated lor its 
seeds ’ — Webster 

Con, imp 8 grant , Con me thank, grant 
me thanks, thank me, A, pr 62 
Conoeite, 8, conception, thought, L 1764 , 
idea, G 1214 , potion, T 1 996 
Conclude, t? draw a conclusion, B 14 , 
include, put together, G 429 , attain to 
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suooees, G 77^ , ge't to summarize, A 
1358 , Concluded, jo»p come to a con- 
clusion, E 1607 

ConclTisioun, 8 decision, judgement, A 
1845 , result, successful end of an experi- 
ment, G 673 , purpose, D 1 15 , moral, L 
3723 , reason, E 492 , performance, F 
126^ , result, summary, A 1743 , ©nd (of 
life), HF 10 j , fate, 22 23 , cw in c , 
after all, 4 237 , 15 4 , Conclusiouns, 
pi mathematical propositions, theorems, 
A 3193 

Condys, pi conduits, B, 1414 
Confedred, pp rendered confederates, 
ponjoined, 2 42, 32 
Conferme, v confirm, T 11 1326 
Confirme, ger B 4 p 7 90 (but an error 
for conforme , Lat ‘ conformandae) ’ 
Conjiteor^ ‘ I confess,’ I 386 
Confiture, s composition, C 862 Fr 
confiture^ a mixture, preserve 
Conforten, v comfort, E 1918 , pr s en- 
courages, A 2716 , pr jpi strengthen, 1 632 
Confounde, v destroy, i 40 , 12 10 , pp 
put to confusion, 1 3 , overwhelmed, B 
100 , destroyed in soul, G 137 
Confus, pp as adj confused, T iv 356, 
convicted of folly, G 463 , confounded, 
A 2230 

Congeyen, t give us our congde, tell us 
to depart, T v 479 

Conjectest, apr a supposest, T i\ 1026 
Conjectinges, pi conjectures, B 2398 
Conjommge, h conjunction, G 93 
Conjuracioun, 9 conjuring, I 60? 
Conne, v be able, Ls. 2044 , know, T 111 
83 , have experience, T 1 647 , know 
how, T m 377 , con, learn, B 1730 , 
Conne, i pr a can, T 11 49 , upr a auhj 
canst, knowest how, T u 1497, pr a 
auhj may, A 4396 , 1 pr pi can, are able, 
B 483 , know, HF 335 , Conne, 2 pr pi 
can, A 4123 , can (do), T 1 776 , owe (me 
thanks), T 11 1466 , Connen, pr pi 
know how to, E 2438, al conne he, 
whether he may know, G 846 
Connmg, a skill, knowledge, L 68, 412 , 
T L 83 , experience, B 1671 , loarmng, B 
2929 

Conning, adj skilful, B 3690 
Conningest, most skilful, T 1 331 
Conningly, adv skilfully, E 1017 
Consecrat, consecrated, B 3207 
Conseil, a conncil, B 204 , counsel, B 
425, secret counsel, A 1141, secret, A 
3504 , advice, B 2211 , counsellor, A 
1147 

Conseile, v counsel , pt pi B 2534 


Consentant, adj consentient, consentmg 
(to), C 276 

Oonsentnk, adj having the same centre, 
A 1 17 5 , tending to the same centre, 
A 1 16 9 , at the same altitude, A u 3 
*56 

Consequent, a sequel, result, B 2377 
Conservatif, adj preserving , c the aoun^ 
preserving the sound, H P 847 
Conserve, v keep, preserve, T iv 1664 
Consistorie, a council, T iv 63 , court 
of justice, C 162 

Conspiracye, a plot, B 3889, C 149 
Constable a governor, B 312 
Constablesse, a constable’s wife, B 339 
Oonstaunce, a constancy, I 737 
Constellacioun, 9 influence of the stars, 
F 781 

Constreyneth, pr a constrains, E 800 , 
pt a L 103 , pt 8 refl contracted her- 
self, B 1 pi 1 3 , pp constrained, com- 
pelled, E 527, F 764, 769 
Constreynte, a distress, T iv 741 
Construe, v divine, make out, T iii 33 , 
ger to translate, B 1718, imp pi inter- 
pret, L 152 

Consulers, 9 pi consuls, B 2 p 6 13 
Consumpte, pp pi consumed, B 2 m 7 
27 

Contagious, adj contiguous, B 3 p 12 3 
Contek, a strife, contest, T v 1479 , A 
2003 

Contemplaunce, a contemplation, D 
1893 

Contenanoe, a appearance, F 1483 , show, 
B 2378 , gesture, B 2227 , demeanour, E 
924 , self-possession, E 1110, pretence, 
I 838 , fond hia c , 1 0 disposed himself, 
T 111 979, pi modes of behaviour, ft 
1001 

Contene, v contain, T ili 302 , pt a held 
together, B 3 p 12 40 
Continued, pp accomiianied, eked out, 
I 1046 

Contract, pp contracted, incurred, I 334 
Contraire, adj contrary, R 348 , T u 
212 

Contraire, a the contrary, HP 1540, 
adversary, 2 64 

Contrarie, adj contrary, B 3964 , in c , 
in contradiction, G 1477 
Contrarie, a contrary, A 3037 , contrary 
thmg, HF 808 , opponent, A 1859 , 
opposition, T 1 418 

Contrarien, v oppose, F 705 , a gain- 
said, D 1044 

Oontranous, adj contrary, adverse, B 
2249 , pi B 23H 
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Contrarioustee, s oontrarj state, I X077 
Oontree, country, R 768 , fatherland, 
home, B 2 p 4 120 

Contree-folk, people of his country, L 
2161 

Contree-liouses,pZ houses of his country, 
homes, 7 25 Lat domospatnas 
Contree-ward, to hie, towards his 
country, L 2176 

Dontubernial, adj familiar, at home 
with (lit sharing the same tent with), 
I 760 

Contumax^ adj contumacious, I 402 
Convenient, adj httmg, suitable, I 421 , 
pi suitable, F 1278 

Convers , tn convers^ on the reverse side, 
T V 1810 

Conversacioun, e conversation, 1 e 
manner of life, B 2501 
Converte, v change, T 1 308 , swerve, C 
212 , ger to change his ways, T iv 1412 , 
to change her mind, T n 903 
Convertible, adj equivalent, A 439') 
Conveyen, v introduce, E *75 , pi a ac- 
companies, L 2 3,0^, pt pi conducted on 
their way, A 2737 
Convict, pp ov 01 come, I 86 
Cony, s rabbit. Comes, pi R Moij 
Conyes,pi 3 193 

Cook, 8 cook, A 331 , Cokes, pi C 338 
Coomen, pt pi came, B 1803 
Cop, 8 top, A 534 , summit, B 2 m 4 6 , 
hill-top, HF 1166 

Cope, 8 cope, A 260 , capo, R 408 , cloak, 
T 111 7.4 , vault, L I S27 
Coper, 8 copper, HF 1487 
Copie, 8 copy, T 11 1697 
Coppe, 8 cup, A 134, F 942 
Oor 4 ge, Cdrage, s heart, spirit, mmd, 
disposition, mood, inclination, R 237, 
423, 849, 1302, 1614, A 22, courage, B 
1970 , will, desire, B 2713 , impetuosity, 
I 635 , attention, H 164 , spite, R^ 131 , 
encouragement, R 22 , 0/ /iw c , in his 
disposition, F 22 , Corages, pi disposi- 
tions, natures, A 11 
Corbets, pZ corbels, HP 1304 
Cordeth, pr s agrees, T 11 1043. 
Cordewane, 8 Cordovan leather, B 1922 
Corfew-tyme, s curfow-time, about 
8 p m , A 3643 

Gorige, V correct , pr « B 4 p 7 39 
Cormeraunt, s cormorant, 5 362 
Cor meum eructamt^ D 1934 See Ps 
xlv 1 

Corn, 8 gram, A 562 , oliief portion, B 
3144 , Comes, pi crops of corn, B 3225 , 
grains of corn, HF 698 


Cornemuse, a bagpipe, HF 1218 Fr 
comemuse 

Corniculere, 8 registrar, secretary, ( 3 t 
369 Lat conuculanus^ a registrar, 
clerk to a magistrate 
Corny, adj applied to ale, strong of the 
corn or malt, C 315, 456 
Corone, s crown, garland, E 381 , Coroune, 
crown, garland, 2 58 , Cdroun, crown, L 
216, the constellation called ‘the 
Nortliern Ciown,’ L 2224 
Corosif, adj corrosive, G 833 
Coroumpinge, 8 corruption, B 3 p 12 
82 

Cor6uned,pp crowned, B 3333 
Corpus^ 8 body, A 3743 , Corpus^ the body 
(e g of Christ), B 3096, Co / pus Domi- 
nu8^ false Latin for corpus Domtm^ 
the body of the Lord, B 1625, Corpus 
Madrian, the body of St Mathurin, 
B 3082 , Corpus bones, an tnUntxonally 
nonsensical oath^ composed of ‘ corpus 
dommi,’ the Lord’s body, and ‘ bones,’ 
C 3 H 

Correccioun, s fine, D 1617 
Corrumpable, adj corruptible, A 3010 
Corrumpeth, pr s becomes corrupt, L. 

2237, pt 8 corrupted, I 819 
Corrupcionn, s destroyer, 3 614 
Cors, 8 bodj , L 676, 876 , corpse, T v 
742 

Corse, pr s aubj curse, E 1308 
Corsednesse, s abomination, T iv 994 
Corseynt, a a samt (ht holy body) , esp 
a shniio, HF 117 OF corsaeint 
Corumpe, v become corrupt, B 3 p 11 
58 See Comimpe 
Corve, -n , see Kerve 
Cosin, 8 cousin, A 1131 , as adj akm, 
suitable to, A 742, H 210 , Cosms ger- 
mayns, cousins-german, first oousms, B 
25s8 

Cosinage, « kinship, B 1226, 1329. 

Cost (i), » expense, A 192, 213 
Cost (2), 8 . choice, condition , Nedes cost, 
of necessity (ht by condition of 
necessity), L 2^7 Icel kosti, choice, 
condition, state 

Costage, 8. cost, expense, B 1235, 1362 
Coste, 8 coast, B 1626, region, D 922, 
Costes, pi paits of the sky, A 1 19 10 
Costeying;, pres parf coasting, E 134 
Costlewe, adj costly, I 415 Of Icel 
koaUtgr 

Costrel, a flask, kind of bottle, L 2666 
Cote, 8 cot, E 3^ , dungeon, A 2437 
Cote, 8 coat, jacket (for a man), A 103, 
328 , skirt, petticoat, 01 gown (f<iMr 
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a woman), K 226, pi coats, surcoats, 
or coats-of-aims (see below), HE 1332 
Cote«annure, coat-armonr, coat shewing 
the arms, coat-of-arms, T v 1651 
Couohe, V lay down, place , cower, E 
1206 , pt s laid in order , placed, <? 216 , 
Q- 1137, pp sot, jilaced, laid, A 293^, 
3211 , beset, begemmed, A 2161 
Couching, 8 la3ing down, lotting the 
astrolabe lie fiat on the ground, A 11 
29 29 

Coude, i pt 8 could, was able, L 116, 
knew how, 3 517, pt 8 knew, 3 667, 
1012 , understood, E 179 , as atir could, 
E 173, Coude her good, knew what was 
for Dido’s advantage, L 1182 , Condo 
no good, knew no good, was untiained, 
3 390 , Coud, pp known, 3 787 , learnt, 
I 1041 See Can, Conne 
Counseil, a advice, A 784 secrets, A 
665 Counseyl, secret, ^ 348 
Counte, I pr s account, ii 2q , pt s 3 
718 

Countenaunce, s appearance, show, A 
1926, looks, appearance, G 1264, shewing 
favour, 3 1022 , demeanour, E 814 , pre- 
text, A 4421 , pi looks, E 1309 
Oounting-bord, 8 counting-house table, 
B 1273. 

Countour (i), 8 arithmetician, 3 435, 
auditor, A 359 

Countour (2), 8 abacus, counting-board, 
3 436 , counting-house, B 1403 
Countour*hous, 8 counting-house, B 
1267 

Countrepeise, v render equivalent, HE 
1730, countervail, T m 1407 
Countrepleted, pp mode the subject of 
pleadings and counter-pleadings, argued 
against, L 476 

Countretaille, a lit countertallv, 1 e 
correspondence (of sound) , at the c , in 
reply, E 1190 

Countrewaite, pr a suhj keep watch 
over, I icx>«; , watch against, B 2509 
Coupable, adj culpable, blameworthy, 
B 2731 , 1 4x4 
Coupe, 8 cup, L 1X22 
Coured, pt a cowered, E 463 
Gouts, a course, T 11 970 , life on earth, 
G 387 , orbit, A 2434 

Courser, a horse, T u loii , pi steeds, 
A 2301 

Court, 8 court, A 140, manor-house, D 
2162 

Courtepy, an upper short coat of a coarse 
material, E 220 , A 290, D 1382 
Oourt*man, a courtier, E 1492 


Couthe, I pt a could, E 513, knew, 3 
800 , knew how, A 390 , Couth, pp. 
known, T i\ 61 , Couthe, pp pi well- 
known, A x4 

Couthe, adv in a known way, manifestly, 
HP 7^7 

Coveityse, a covetousness, A 3884, C 424 , 
bodily craving, I 819 , lust, I 336 
Covenable, adj fit, proper, fitting, 
suitable, 18 23 , agreeable, B 4 p 6 22 
congruous, B 3 p 12 179 
Covenably, adi suitably, fitly, B 2423 
Covent, 8 convent, conventual body, B 
1827, D 1863 

Coverchief, s kerchief worn on the head, 
D 590 , p? A 433 
Covercle, s pot-hd, HE 792 
Covered, pp covered, A 334 , recovered 
from, healed of, L 762 
Covertly, adv secretly, K 19 
Coverture, s disguise, K 1588 , Cover- 
tures, pi coverings, I 19H 
Covetour, a one who covets, 4 262 
Covyne, ^ deceitfulness, A O04 ‘ Covtne, 

a deceitful agreement between two or 
more to the prejudice of another , ’ Cowel, 
Law Dictionary 

Cow, 8 chough, D 232 See Chogh 
Coward, adj cowardly, 5 349 
Cowardye, s cowardice, A 2730 
Cowardyse, s cowardice, T iv 602, v 412. 
Coy, adj quiet, A 119 , shy, L 1548 
Coye, f> quiet, calm, cajole, T 11 801 
Coynes, pi quinces, E 1374 OF coxw, 
quince 

Crabbed, adj shrewish, cross, bitter, E 
1203 

Cracching, a scratching, A 2834 
Craft, 8 cunning, C 84 , skill, T 1 663 , 
art, E 687, trade, occupation, 3 791 , A 
692 , secret, mystery, E 1634 , might, B 
3238 , contrivance, E’ 249 
Craftily, adv artfully, in a studied 
manner, T u 1026 , skilfully, B 48 
Crafty, adj skilful, clever, A 1897, 
sensible, 3 439 

Craketh, pi a utters boldly, A 4001 , 
sings in a grating tone (like a corn- 
crake), E 1830 

Crampissheth, pr a draws convulsively 
together, contracts, 7 171 Cf ‘Doth 
cramptahing into their hert gan crepe , ’ 
Lydgate, Falls of Princes, bk 1 c 9 
Cf O P cratnptr, ‘dtre tordu , ’ Oodefroy 
erased, pp cracked, G 934 
Oreant, ad? , aeith creant, acknowledges 
himself beaten, I 698 Probably short 
for recreant 
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Great, pp created, x6 2 , B 2293 
Creaimce, 8 credence, belief, creed, B 
9*5 > object of faith, B 340 
Creaunce, v borrow on credit, B 1479 > 
pr 8 borrows, B 1493 , pp B 1556 
Creep, pt a of Crepo 
Crekes, crooked devices, wiles, A 4051 
See Creek j 8 (1), § 7, m the New E 
Diet 

Crepe, v creep, 3 144 , Creep, pt 8 crept, 
A 4226 , Crepten, ptt pi D 1698 , Cropen, 
pp crept, T ill ion 
Crepul, 8 cripple, T iv 14*59 
Crepusculis, s pi twilights, durations 
of twilight, A 11 6 7 uhne 
Crevace, 8 cievice, ciack, HF 2086 
Crinkled, pp full of turns or cranks, L 
2012 

Crips, €Ldj crisp, cuily, HF 1586, Crisp, 

11 824 

Cristen, adj Christian, B 222, 1679 
Cristendom, s the Chnstian religion, B 
351 , Christianity, G 447 
Cristenly, adv in a Christian manner, B 
] 122 • 

Cristianitee, s coini)any of Christians, B 
W 

Croce, 8 staff, stick, D 484 See Crose, 
§ 2, in the New E Diet 
Crois, 8 cross, 1 60 

Croked, adj crooked, R o-o, crooked 
(things), 13 8, ‘toituous,’ A 11 28 32 
Crokes, pt crooks, hooks, L 640 
Crokke, 8 eai then ware pot, 13 12 
Crommes, s pi crumbs, G 60 
Crone, 8 crone, hog, B 432 
Cronique, 8 chronicle, B 4^98 
Croos-lyne, 8 cross-lme, the hue from 
right to left thiough the centre, A 1 

12 7 

Crop, 8 top, sprout, new twig, T u 348 , 
crop and rote, top and loot, everything, 
T V 1245 , Croppes, pi tree-tops, ends 
of branches, R 1396, new shoots, 

A? 

Cropen, PP 0/ Crepe 
Croper, « ci upper, G 506 
Cros, 8 cross, i 82 , Crois, i 60 
Croslet, 8 crucible, G 1147 
Crouche, i pr s mark with the cross (to 
defend from elves), A 3479 , E 1707 
Croude, v push, HF 2095 , pr s 2 p dost 
press, dost push, B 296 
Crouke, s pitcher, jug, A 4158 
Croun, 8 crown (of the head), A 4041 , 
(referrmg to the tonsure), B 1499 
Crouned, pp crowned, R 1206 , suiiremc, 
F526 


Croupe, a crupper, D 1559 
Orouperes, pi cruppers, I 433 
Crowding, a pressure, motive power, B 
299 

Croys, 8 cross, A 699, 4286 
Crul, adj curly, A 3314 , pi A 81 Fnesio 
krul, curly 

Crydestow, didst thou cry out, A 1083 , 
pp proclaimed, HF 2107 
Cryinge, a outcry, A 906 
Cryke, a creek, A 409 
Cucurbit^s, 8 pi cucurbitcs, G 794 
‘ Cucurhite, a chemical vessel, ongmally 
made m the shape of a gourd, but some- 
times shallow, with a wide mouth, and 
used in distillation , * Webster 
Culpa, mm, 1 e I acknowledge my fault, 
T 11 525 

Culpe, 8 guilt, blame, I 335 

Culter, 8 coulter (of a plough), A 

3763 

Cunning, adj skilful, 2 97 
Cunning, a skill, *5 107, 487 
Cuppe, 8 a cup, P 616 
Curacioun, a cure, heahng, B 2463 , mode 
of cure, T 1 791 

Curat, 8 parish-priest, vicar, A 219 (the 
words vtcar and curate have now, practi- 
cally, changed places) 

Cure, 8 cure, remedy, T 1 469 , charge, 
B 2 p 3 32 , dihgence, A 1007 , attention, 
A 303 , heed, care, 2 82 , cndea\ our, B 188, 
careful purpose, HF 1298 , supervision, 
D 1333 , I do no cure, I care not, L. 152 , 
lyth in his cure, depends on his care for 
me, L 1176, did his hc 9 y cure, was busily 
employed, 5 369 , liis lyiea cure, the ob- 
ject of his thoughts always, 4 131 , honest 
cure, care for honourable tlungs, C 557 , 
tn cure, in her iK>wer, B 230. 
Curiositee, s curious workmanship, HF 
1178, intricacy, 18 81 
Curious, adj careful, attentive, B 1433, 
eager, R. 10*52 , sailtul, A *577 , delicately 
m^e, A 196 , magical, F 1120. 
Currours, 8 pi lunners, couriers, HF 
2128 

Cursednesse, 5 abommable sin, wicked- 
ness, C 276, 400 , shrewishness, E 1239 , 
mahoe, B 1821 

Curteis, adj courteous, hence, compas- 
sionate, I 246 , courteous, R. 538, 
Curteisye, 8 courtesy, A 46, 132 
Custume, «. custom, D 68a , pi payments, 
I 752 , imports, I 567 
Cut, 8 lot, A 83*5, 845, 854 
Cutto, v cut, 0 954, Gutted, jpp cut short, 
B 973 
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Daf, s foolish person, A 4208 
Bagged, adj tagged, cut into hanging 
peaks at the lower edge, I 421 
Baggmge, s a cutting into tags, I 41S 
Bagon, s small piece, D 1751 
Balf, s 0/ Delve 

Baliaunce, s gossip, A 211 , playful de- 
meanour, tavour, 12 8 , pi dalliance, 
toymg, 0 66 

Baxnageous, adj injurious, I 438 
Bame, s mother, C 684 , dam, A 3260 , 
madam, A 3936 , good wife, D 1797 
Bamiselle, 8 damsel, R 1240 , pi R 1622 
Barapnacioun, s condemnation, C 500 , 
curse, D 1067 

Bampne, (/er to condemn, L 401 , pp A 
1175, 1342 , damned, I 191 
Ban, 8 {/or Dommus), lord, sir, a title of 
respect, HF 161 , B 3982 , Daun, HF 

137 

Bappel-gray, adj dapi>le gray, B 2074 
Bar, I pr s dare, A 1131 , Darst, 2 pr 8 
darest, T 1. 768 , B 860 , Darstow, darest 
thou, lu 1430, Dorste, 1 pi s durst, 
might venture (to), L 2034 , pt a A 
227 , Dorstestow, wouldst thou dare, T 
1 767 f i pt 8 subj might dare, 2 60 
See Burre 

Bare, pr pi doze, B 1293 
Barketh, pr a lies hid, L 816 
Barreyne, ger to decide one’s right to, 
A 1853, to decide, A 1631, to decide 
your claims (to), A 1609 O F deratanter 
Bart, 8 dart, 6 40 , (given as a prize in an 
athletic contest), t> 75 
Baswen, pt pi dase, are dazzled, H 31 , 
pp confused, HP 658 O F daaer 
(Godefroj ) 

Bate-tree, a date-tree, R 1364 
Baun , see Ban 

Baunce, a dance, R 808 , play, T iv 
1431 , set, company, HF 639, themtve d , 
the new dance, T 11 333 , tfie olde d , the 
old g^me, the old way ot love, A 476, C 79 
Bauncen, v dance, A 2202 
Baunger, a disdain, Ih 1524 , impenous- 
ness, 7 186 , liability, A 1849 , sparing, 
stint, R 1147, iiower, control, R 1470, 
Power to liarm (personified), L lixi , 
tn d , withm his junsdictiwi, under his 
control, A 663 , in Iwrd , at her disjpoaal, 
B 1049 > ^ t sparingly, charily, D 

321 

Basungerous, adj forbidding, sparmg, A 
517 , niggardly, D 1427 , grudging, hard 


to iilease, R. 1482, 1492 , reluctant, D 314 , 
inhospitable, E 4<)o 

Baunten, v tame, subdue, R 880 , pr a 
T u 309, IV 1580, pp frightened, 1 > 

463 

Bawe, V dawn, B 3872, E 1832 
Baweninge, a dawn, A 4234, B 4072 
Bawes, a pi days, P n8o 
Bawing, a the Dawn (Aurora), T 111 
1466 

Dawning, a da^^n, 3 292 
Bay, 8 da\ , A 19 , time, B 3374 , appointed 
time tor repaying money, G 1040, on 
a day^ one day, some day, R 1493 , 
Dayes, pZ appointed days for payment, 
F 1368, 1375 , lifetime, B 118 , now a da tjes, 
at this time, E 1164 
Dayerye, a dany, A 597 , 2^^ B 871 
Dayesye, a daisy, L 182, 184, 218 
Bebaat, s strite, A 3230, B 2867 , war, B 
130 , mental conflict, 3 1 102 , quarrelling 
T 11 733 

Debate, v fight, Aivar, B 2058, quaricl, C 
4 2 

Debonair, adj calm, benign, gentle, 
I 658, Dcbonaire, /cm well-mannered, 
B 4061 , gracious, courteous, R 707 , a$ 
a kind i)erson, 3 624 

Bebonairely, ado meekly, I 66t), 
gracioush, 3 831, 1284, with a good 
grace, HP 2013, courteously, 3 518^ 
T 11 1259 

Bebonairetee, 9 gentleness, I 467 , 
graciousness, 6 u)8 

Beceivable, adj deceitful, 13 3 , E 2038 
Beclamed, pt pi discussed,!’ 11 1247 
Beclinacioun, s declination, angular 
distance N or S of the equator, E 222^, 
F 1033 

Beclyneth, pr a turns aside, B 4 p 6 
*95 > ^ lK>sse3ses declination, A n 

19 12 

Beclyninge, adj sloping, B 5 mi 19 
Becoped, pp lit ‘ cut down , ’ hence, 
pierced, cut in openwork patterns, R 
843 

B^de, dead , see Bd^d 
Bdde, ger to grow dead, become stupefied, 
HF 552 

Beden, pt pi did, T 1 82 See Boon 
Bedioat, p^i dedicated, I 964 
Beduyt, a pleasure, A 2177 
Deed, a deed, act , Dede, dat i 45 , B 
1999, in dede^ indeed, A 659, B 3311, 
ukth the dede^ with the act thereof, D 
70 , Bede, pi (A S ddeda), 5 82 
Bddd, adj dead, R 213, dead, livid (of 
hue), R 441 , /o? d , as dead, T, ly 733 , 
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Dede, def L 876 , d slepe, heavy sleep, 
3 127 , Bede, pi sluggish, 5 187 , 

woundea dede^ deadly wounds, 3 1211 
Bd^dly, adj mortal, I 99 , dying, L 885 , 
deathlike, 3 162 
D^^dly, adv mortally, G 476 
Dd^f, adj deaf, T 1 7^3 , Bove, pi G 286 
Deel, 8 part, R 1074, never a deel^ not 
at all, I 1007 , not a bit, HF 331 , eveiy 
deel, every whit, wholly, T 11 «)9<^) , 
Beel, pi times, 6 35 , Bel, part, R 28 , 
share, 3 1001 , every d , every whit, A 
1825 , eche a d , every whit, T 111 694 
a greet del, to a large extent, A 41s, 
very often, 3 1139, no del, no whit, T 
1 1089 > 'nevei a d , not a whit, 3 343 
Beer, « pi animals, B 1926 
Dees, pi dice, T 11 1347,1V 1098 
Dees, 8 dais, HF 1360, 1638 
Deeth, a death, B 3367, pestilence, 
plague, T 1 483, the deeth, the pesti- 
lence (with special references to the 
pestilences ot 1349, 1361, and i369\ A 
(x>5 

Defame, s dishonour, B 3788, C 612 
Defaute, a fault, 22 36 , fault (as a 
hunting term), 3 384 (ue? e on a de/aute 
y-falle, had a check), lack, defect, 
want, 3 3, 23, 223 , sin, B 3718, C 370 
Defence, s resistance, L 1931, hindrance, 
R 1142, covering, 3 273, prohibition, 
T 111 1 38 , denial, B 467 
Defendaunt, a , tn d , in defending 
himself, in self-defence, I 37- 
Defende, ge? to defend, B ♦631 , to 
forbid, G 1470 

Defet, pp exliausted, (lit defeated), T 
V 618, east down, T v i^iq 
D effendeth, p? ^ forbids, J 031 , ip 
I 600 

Defoulen, v trample down, hentt^ dclile, 
F PP ti am pled down, I lyi , 

defiled, T v 1 -,39 , disgraced, B 4 m 
7 47(Lat iu}patu<) 

Defyne, 1 pr a pronounce, declare, T 
IV 390 

Degree, « rank, 3 433, condition, position, 
A 1841 , step, li 483 , footstep, B 4 mi 
42 , horizontal stripes, B i pi 38 , of the 
zodiac, F 386 , at loive degree, R. 883 , 
at alle degree^ in every 'vsay, A 3724 
Degysd, adj elaborate, I 417 
Degysinesse, e elaborate style, I 414 
Degysinge, a elaborate ornamentation, 

I 425 

Dekne, a deacon, I 891 
Del , see Deel 

Delen, ge) to have deal mg with, A 247 , 


Bele, ger to have dealmgs, T iin 322, 
to deal, L 1138, t; argue, T 11 1749, 
Beled, pt pi had mtercourse, L 1517, 
Beled, pp apportioned, B 2249 
Deliberen, v deliberate, consider, T iv 
169 , pt a deliberated, B 2916 
Delicacy e, a amusement, B 3669 , wan- 
tonness, 9 58 

Delicat, adj debeious, E 1646 , debcate, 
E 682 , dainty, I 432 

Delices, a pi delights, B 2602 , tender 
feelings, B 2 p 4 78 , sinful pleasures, 
P 7 * 

Debeious, adj giving delight, T v 443 
Deliciously, adv luxuriously, E 2023 
Debtable, adj delightful, R 1440, de- 
licious, R 1371 , pi delightful, F 899 
Debtably, adv pleasingly, B 4 p i 2 
Delitous, adj delicious, R 489 
Debver, adj quick, active, A 84 
Debvere, 1; set free, 13 7, do away with, 
T 111 1012 , ger to set free (after a legal 
decision), 5 508 

Debverly, adv nimbly, B 4606 , quickly, 
T 11 1088 

Debvernesse, a activity, B 2353 
Delphym, a the constellation Dolphin, 
HF 1006 

Delte, pt 8 o/Belen 
Delve, V dig, A 336, Balf, i pt a dug, 
B 3 p I 99 , Bolve, pt a aubj had 
digged, B 5 pi 87 , Bolven, pp buried, 
3 222 A S delfan 

Delyces, a pi delights, pleasures, C 347, 
G 3 favourites (Lat deltctaa), B 2 p 3. 
74 

Dely^, adj debcate, fine, B i p i 2> 
O F deltc 

Delyt, a delight, joy, 3 606, pleasmg 
ornamentation, L 1199 
Dely table, adj delightful, L 321 
Delyte, v delight, please, 5 27 , take 
pleasure, 5 0^) , Delyte me, i pr a 
debglit, L 30. 

Delytous, adj delicious, R 90. 
Demaunde, a question, T i\ 1O94, v 

859 

Deme, v judge, 14 6, decide, conclude, 
T 11 371 , suppose, 4 138 , give a verdict, 
G 593 , Bemen, v deem, judge, A 3161 , 
decide, B 3043, 1 j)r « condemn, D 
2024, dociee, C 199, suppose, E 753, 
Bemeth, imp pi judge, decide, L. 453 , 
suppose, A 3172 

Demeine, v manage, HP 959 
Demeyne, a dominion, B 3835 
Demoniak, s madman, B 2240 
Demonstraoioun, s proof, HP 727 
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Demonstratif, adj demonstrable, D 
2272 

Denticle, s pointer, A 1 23 1 See Al- 
miuy 

Denye, v refuse, T 11 1489, Deneyed, 
pp domed, B 3 p 10 16 
Depardieux, interj on the pait of God, 
by God’s help, T 11 lo'jS, 1212 
Departe, v separate, part, 7 28^ , sever, 
T 11, 531 , divide, I 1006 , imp s dis- 
tmgpiish, T 111 404 

Departinge, s dmding, I 42 s:, 1008, 
departure, 5 675 , separation, 4 25 
Dope, adv deeply, 3 ibsj , 7 8 
Depeynted, pp depicted, L 1025 , 
pamted, R 478 , stained, T \ 1^99 
Depper, adv comp deeper, T 11 485 , 
B 630 

Depraven, p? pi calumniate, 4 207 
Depressioun, s the angular distance of 
the southern pole fiom the horizon, 
A u. 2', 10 

Dere, adj dear, i 99 , 4 147 
Dere, adv deaily, i 86 , 18 26 
Dere, 8 dat deer, R 14 <5 3 
D^re, V injure, harm, T 1 651 AS 
dermn 

Derelmg, a darling, A 3793 
Derk, ad; dark, R 1009, inauspiciou«>, 
4 120, 088 inauspicious position, 4 122 
Derke, 8 darkness, gloom, 3 609 
Derkest, adj superl darkest, B 304 
Derkly, adv darkly, HF 51 
Derknesse, 8 darkness, B 1451 
Deme, adj secret, A 3200, 3278 
Derre, adv comp more deaily, T 1 136, 
174 , A 1448 

Depth, 8 dearth, HF 1974 
Deryveth, pr 8 is derived, A 3006 
Desceivaunce, 8 deception, B 3 p 8 53 
Desoencioun, a descension, A 11 4 «;5 
The techmcal signification seems to be 
— the ‘house’ or portion of the sky 
just above the western horizon, so that 
a planet in his descension is about to 
set 

Descensories, s pi Gr 792 ‘ Dcsccnaortesj 

vessels used in chemistry for extracting 
oils per descensum , ’ Tyrwhitt 
Desoeme, v discern, T iv 200 
Desoharge, pr s suhj disburden, I 360 
Desclaundred, pp slandered, B 1574 
Descryve, v describe, B 703 , HF 1105 
Desdeyn, s disdain, contempt, A 789 
Desert, a merit, 4 31 , merits, T 111 
1267 

Deserte, odj lonely, HF 417 
Desenrede^t, 2 pf « didst deserve, 0 216 


Desespaired, pp in despair, 6 7 
Desespeir, a despair, T 1 603, n 6 
Desesperaunoe, a hopelessness, T lu 

•>30, *307 

Desherite, ger to disinheiit, B 3023 
Deshonestee, a unseemlmess, I 833 
D 4 sir 6 us, adj ambitious, 9 59 , ardent, 
P 23 

Deslavee, adj foul, I 629 , inordinate, 
unrestrained, I 834 ‘ Beslav^^ pp non 

lav6, crasseux, sale , ’ Godefro^ 
Desordeynee, adj unregulated, inor- 
dinate, I 818, 913 

Desordinat, adj inordinate, I 413 
Despeired, pp sunk in despair, 2 91 , T 
V 713 

Despenoe, a expense, D 1874 , expen- 
diture, money lor expenses, B 103 
Despende, v spend, T iv 921 , 2 p? a 
wastest, B 2121 , pp spent, A 3983 
Despendours, pi spenders, B 284 ? 
Despenses, p? expendituie, B 284- 
Desperacioun, a despair, i 21 
D^spitous, adj spiteful, R 173, angry, 
jealous, I) 761 , merciless, A 516 , scorn- 
ful, A 1777, I 395 

Despftously, adv scornfulU, B 3783, 
angrily, A 4274, maliciously, B 605, 
cruelly, P 33? 

Desplayeth, pr s spreads open, A 966 
Desponeth, pr a disposes, T iv 964 
Desport, a diversion, memment amuse- 
ment, T 1 392, B 2138 
Desporte, v rejoice, T v 1398 
Despoyled, p2> robbed, I 665 
Despyt, 8 malice, spite, T 1 207 , con- 
tempt, disdain, D 1876 , scorn, L , 
maUce, L 1771, ill-humour, I 307 , a 
deed expressing contempt, B 3738 in 
d oJ\ in contempt of, 5 281 , in your d , 
m contempt of you, B 1753 , m hta d , in 
scorn of him, L 134 
Desray, a confusion, I 927 
Desseveraunoe, a separation, T m 1424 
Destemperaunce, a inclemency, B 3 
p II 130 

Destempred, pp distempered, I 826 
Destinal, ad; fatal, E 4 p 6 172, pre- 
destined, B 4 p6 no 
Destourbe, ger to disturb , d 0/, to 
disturb m, 0 340 , p** a hinders, I 576 , 
interrupts, B 2167 
Destourbing, a trouble, 18 44 
Destrat, pp distracted, B 3 p 8 19 
Destreyne, v distress, T lu 1528, ger, 
constrain, force, H 161 
Destroubled, pp disturbed, 3 524 
Desyringe, adj desirous, B 2767 
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Deterxninat, adj determinate, exact, 
fixed, D i4‘>9 , properly placed (on the 
astrolabe), A ii i8 (rubric) 

D^termyne, v come to an end, T ni 
^^79 , Determined, pp settled, B 5 p 
4 9 

Dette, 8 debt, L «?4i , A 280 
Dettelees, adj fiee from debt, A 58 j 
D ettour, a debtor, B nS;, D 155 
l)eu8 Zitc, God (be) here, D 1 770 
Deve, pi of Deef, deaf 
Devil, 8 L 249^ , what d , vbat the de\il, 
L 2694 , how d , bow the devil, T 1 62 ^ , 
a d meye^ m the way to the devil, m 
the devil s name, A 31 54 , a Uceniiy detil 
tLXiy, in the way of t\s enty devils, 1 c 
to utter destruction, L 2177, an excla- 
mation of petulance, A 371 4237 

Devoir, a duty, T 111 1043, A 2398 
Devyn, a astrologer, T 1 66 
Devyne, v guess, T v 288, ger T 111 
765 , to piopbesy (by), 5 182 , Devyne, 
pr pi suspect, T 11 174';, Devyne, 
pr a aubj let (him) guess, HF 14 
Devyneresse, fi female diviner, T v 1322 
Devys, a contrivance, R 1413 , suppo- 
sition, R 631 , direction, A 816 , at hta 
d , according to his own wish, iL 1 326 , 
at point d , with gieat exactness or 
exactitude, R 8^0, Devyses,iii heraldic 
devices, badges, L 1272 
Devyse, v to relate, tell, describe, T 111 
41 , A 34 , recommend, T 11 388 , de\ise, 
suggest, ordain, L 437 , plan, L 1433 , 
ger to tell, describe, 398 , to relate, 
A 994 , to frame, E 739 , to tell of, T 1 
277, pr a narrates, describes, k 317, 
pr pi imagine, discourse, F 261 , pp 
described to, told, R 476 
Devysing, a arrangement, A 2496 
Dewe, adj due, I 867 
Dextrer, a a couiser, war-horse, B 2103 
Fr deaUier^ a war-horse, Low Lat 
dextranua The squire rode his own 
liorse, and led his master’s horse 
beside him, on his t ight hand 
Deye, a daiiy\\oman, B 4036 Lcl 
detgja 

Deye, v die, 3 469, 631 , Deyde, pt a A 
2846, Deyed,iii) R 456, Deyde, pf a 
aubj should die, A 3427 
Deyen, ger to dye, to dip, B 4 m 6 14 
Deyinge, a death, B 1850 , lay on deymg^ 
lay a-dying, B 3906 

Deyne, v deign, 7 231 , Deyneth him, 
pr 8 he deigns, 7 18 1 , L 393 , htm 
deyned^ he deigned, B 3324, 4371 , htr 
deyned^ she deigned, 4 39 


Deynous, adj scornful, A 3941 
Deyntse, a worth, value, D 208 , took 
l^aae d for, set less value on, 7 143, 
a peculiar pleasure, B 1 39 , pleasure, 
F68i, 1003, Deyntees,^? dainties, A 346 
Deyntee, a aa adj dainty, pleasant, rare, 
T V 438 , good, A 168 
Deyntevous, adj dainty, E 263 
Deys, a dais, platform, the high table 
in a dimng-hall, A 370, 2200 
Diademe, 8 diadem, crown of an em- 
peror, 14 7 

Diapred, pp as adj \ariogated, ihver- 
sified with figures, A 2158 
Dich, 8 ditch, A 3964 
Dichen, v make a dyke round, L 708 , 
pp provided with a moat, A isiss 
Dide, Didest , see Doon 
Diete, a diet, daily food, A 435 
Diffamacioun, a defamation, D 1 304 
Diffame, a ill report, E 340, 730 
Diffaxne, gei to dishonour, HF 1381 , v 
cry down, D 2212 

Diffinicionn, a clear exposition, D 23 
Diffinisshe, p) a aubj define, B 3 p 

1 36 

Difidnitif, adj definite, final, C 172 
Diffasioun, a prolixity, T lu 2^ 
Diftye, 1 pi a defy, spurn, D 1928 
Difityne, ger define, state clearly, 5 52 ^ , 

2 pr pi conclude, HF 344 
Digestible, adj easy to be digested, A 

437 

Dighte, V prepare, L 1288 , prepare 
(himself), L 1000 , Dighte me, prepare 
myself to go, B 3104 , ordain, place, 
T IV 1188, lie ^vlth, D 767, pi « r<5/f 
hastened, betook liimself, T 11. 948, 
lay with, D 398, Dight, pp arrayed, 
equipped, T ui 1773, served, H 312, 
prepared, R 941 , prepared him to go, 
B 3719, Dighte, pp pi prepared, L. 
261 1 AS dihtan j from Lat dictate. 
Digne, adj worthy, T 1 429 , honourable, 
noble, B 1173, C 693, suitable, B 778, 
proud, disdainful, A 317, scornful, re- 
pellent, A 3964 

Dignely, adv scornfully, T 11 1024 
Dignitee, a worth, dignity, C 701, 782, 
rank, E 470 Dignity, in astrology, 
signifies the advantages which a planet 
has when in a particular position in 
the zodiac, or in a particular position 
with regard to other planets (BaileyX 
Dilataoioun, s diffuscness, B 232 
Diluge, 8 deluge, I 839. 

Dint, a stroke, HF 334 

Direct, adj directed, addressed, lA 75, 
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tn dtrecte, in a Ime with, A u 44 26 
A planet’s motion is direct when it 
moves in the same direction as the 
snn m the zodiac 

X>irecte, ipr s address, T v i8s6 
Bisavaimce, v defeat, T 11 sn 
Disaventure, s mistoitune, T 11 4i'> 
Disblameth, tmp pi free (me) tiom 
blame, T ii 17 

Disoeyving, « deception, R i^go 
J>i8ch.ervele, adj with (his) hair hanging 
loosely down, A 683 , with hair in dis- 
order, L 1315 

Disciplyne, s bodily mortification, I 
1052 

Disclaundre, s reproach, T iv 564 , 
slander, I 623 

Bisconfltiire, s defeat, A 1008 , grief, 
7 326 

Disoonfort, 8, discouragement, discom- 
fort, A aoio, grief, woe, T iv 311 
Bisconforten, v discourage, A 2704 
Discordable, discordant, T lu 1733 
Discordances, a pi discords, I 275 
Discorden, pr pi disagree, B 4 p 6 
208 

Discordinge, adj different, B 3 p 2 140 
(Lat dtaatd^iea ) 

Discovered, J339 revealed, G 1468 
Discovert, pp uncovered , at d , when 
unprotected, I 714 

Di8cryve,fJ describe, T v 267, Discrevon, 
V T IV 802 

Discure, v rea^eal, discover, 3 349 
Discussed, pp discussed, 5 624 , dri\ en 
away, B i m 3 i 
Disdeyn, a disdain, R 296 
Disencreseth, pt a decreases, B 3 p 
6 85 

Disese, a discomfort, grief, misery, 4 
216, 277, T 11 987, sorrow, 7 226, dis 
pleasure,’! n 147, disease, ill, HF 89, 
inconvenience, 1 609 , distress, B 6i6 , 
unrest, F 1314 

Disesen, ger to trouble, T 111 1468 , t 
vex, T iv 1304 , distress, T 1 373 
Disesperat, adj without hope, HF 2013 
Disfigiirat, adj disguised, 3 222 
Disffgrl^re, a disfigurement, D otvi 
Disfigdre, v disguise, L 2046 , pj> 
changed, A 1403 

Disgressioun, digression, T 1 143 
Diagyse, ger to disguise, T v 1377 
Disherited, pp disinherited, deprived, 
L 1065 

Dish-metes, pi spoon-meat, broth, 1 433 
Dishonest, adj unfaithful, H 214 , Dis- 
honeste, shameful, E 876 


Disjoynt, a failure, A 2962 , difficult 
position, B 1601 , dat peril, T m 496, 

V 1618 

Dismal, a unlucky day, 3 1206 
Dismembred, pt pi dismembered, I 391 
Dismembnnge, a dismembering, I 391 
Disobeysnint, adj disobedient, 3 429 
Disordenaunce, s violation of rules, 
HF 27 

Disparage, a disgrace, E 908 
Disparage, v dishonour, A 4271 , pp 
misallu d, D 1069 

Dispeire yow, imp pi despair, E 1669 
Dispence, a expenditure, expense, A 
441 ,» what I spend, D 1432, cost, B 
1 193 , lavish help, HF 260 , Dispenses, 
pi expenses, R 1144 

Dispende, v spend, B 3500 , 2?p spent, 
shared, B 2560 

Dispeyred, adj despairing, F 1084 
Dispitous, adj spiteful, R. 156 , T 111 
1438 , grievous, sad, T v 199 , Dis- 
pitdust, voc pitiless, T 11 435, de/ 
fern cruel, 3 624 

Dispitously, adt? angrily, A 1124, spite- 
fully, T V 1806 , cruollv, HF 161 
Displesant, adj displeasing, I 344, 697 
Displesaunce, a displeasure, T 111 48^1 , 
offence, C 74 , Displesanoes, pi annoy- 
ances, C 420 

Dispone, t???p a dispose, T v 300 , pr 9 
disposes, 01 del's regulates, B 4 p 6 60 
Disport, s sport, pleasantri, A 137, 773 
amusement, di\ ei sioun, D 839 , pleasure, 
B 14^ , sport, 4 177 

Disporte, ger to amuse, HF 371 , to 
exhilarate, T ii 1673 , v cheer, T 111 
“33 > Pf sport, play, E 2040 
Disposed, pt 8 purposed, E 244, pp 
disposed, T 11 682 , ready, T iv 230 , 
wcl d , in good health (the reverse ot 
indu2^08Pd\ H 33 

Disposicioun, 8 disposal, T 11 326, v 2 , 
position, A 1087, frame ot mind, B 
2326 

Dispoylinge, a spoil, B 4 m 7 32 
Dispreisen, gei to dispaiago, R 1033 , 

V blame, B 2261 , piea pt depreciating, 
B2741 

Dispreismge, 9 blame, I 497 , contempt, 
B2876 

Disputisoun, a argument, E 1474 , dis- 
pute, B 4428, F 8911 

Dispyt, a despite, scorn, L 1822 , dis- 
dain, HF 1716, vexation, R 1487, m 
d of, m spito of, HF 1668 
Disserveth, pr a deserves, I 736 
Dissever, v part, 2 115, 17 15, ger to 



<B(o0eAmf 


33 


part, G 875 , pp separated, B 4 p ^ 

19 

Disseveraunce, s severing, B 3 p 1 1 64 
Disshevele, adj with hair flowing down, 
^ 235 See Dischevele 
Dissimulen, v dissimulate, T 1 322, 111 
434 

Dissimulinge, 8 dissimulation, dis- 
sembling, T V 1613, G 1073 
Dissimulour, 5 dissembler, B 4418 
Disslaundred, pp defamed, L 1031 
Dissolveth, p? 8 puts an end to, B 2 
P3 92 

Distantz, adj pi distant , evene distantz 
equidistant, A 1 17 32 
Bistemperaunce, a inclemency, I 421 
Bistempre, adj distempered, furious, B 
4 P 3 1^5 

Distempre, v vex, B 24-O, imp s be 
out of temper, B 2193 
Disteyne, v stain, bedim, dull, L. 233 
DistmgW0d,pp distinguished, B 2 P5 73 
Distourbe, v disturb, T iv 3O3 , (to) 
interfere with, T iv 934 , prevent, T 
iv 1 103 See Bestourbe 
Bistreyne, v constiain, A 1816 , get 
into hia grasp, clutch, 20 8 , imp s 
oonstram, T \ 396 , Distrcyneth, pi a 
secures, clutches, grasps, 3 337 , afHic ts, 
F 820 , pp misled, T 11 840 , assessed, 
taxed, I 752 

Bisturbed, pp altcicd, T 11 0.2 
Bisturne, v turn aside, T 111 718 
Bitee, 8 ditty, song, B 3 pi 2 , pi HF 
622 See Byte 
Biurne, adj diurnal, E 1793 
Bivers, adj diverse, vaiious, 3 633 , dat 
different, 2 17 

Biversely, ado in different ways, R 
1629 

Biversitee, s vaiiety, T v 1793 
Bivinistre, s theologian, A 2811 
Bivisioun, 8 distinction, A 1781 , dif- 
ference, 10 33 , of my d , under m> 
mfluenoe, 4 273 

Bivynailes, pi toinations, I O03 
Bivynen, v guess, T 111 438 , 1 pi s 
declare, 12 uj^pres pt guessing, A 2513 
Bivyninge, s opinion, A 2521 
Bivynis, pi theologians, A i ^2 3 
Bivynour, 8 seei, soothsajei, B 5 p 
3 149 

Bo , see Boon 

Bootour, e doctor, A 411 , (le bt Au 
gustine), 0 117, theologuin, I 85 , pi 
teachers, B 1648. 

Bogerel, adj doggrel, B 2115 
Bogge, 8 dog, B 1369, E 2014 


Boghter, s daughter, L. 114 , B 151 , 
Boghtren, pi L 1963 , Boughtren, pi 
T IV 22 

Boinges, pi deeds, L 1681 
Boke, 8 duck, 5 498, 589 , A 3376 
Bokke, 8 dock (plant), T iv 461 
Bokked, pp cut short, A 59a 
Bolve, Bolven , see Belve, 

Bomb, adj dumb, HF 656 
Bomesday, s doom’s day, HF 1284 
Bomesman, 8 judge, B 3680, I 394 
Bominacioun, e power, A 2758, do- 
minion, C 560 , chief influence, F 352 , 
supremacy, H 181 
Doimnua , see Coipus 
Domua Dedah, the labyrinth of Baedalus, 
HF 1920 

Bon, tmp 8 don, put on, T il 954^ 

Bon, Bone , see Boon 
Bong-carte, s dung cart, B 4226 
Bongeoun, s keep-tower, A 1037 
Bonne, adj pi dun, dusky, T 11. 908, 
dun-coloured, 5 334 

Boom, 8 judgement, F 928 , opmion, B 
3127 , sentence, decision htr d , the 
decision passed on them, 3 308 , Dome, 
dat oi)inion, T n 100 , judgement, HF 
1903 , C 637 , to my d , m my opmion, JK* 
901 , stonde to the d , abide by the de- 
cision, 5 346 , Bomes, pi judgements, 

A 3-3 

Boon, t do, execute, A 960 , do, 3 194 , 
act, B 90 , cause, B 3618 , doon ns hongCy 
cause us to be hung, 0 790 , don her 
cornpanye, accompany her, 4 123, leet 
don Cl yeny caused to be cried, F 46 , Do, 
V cause, T iv 1683 , use, B 2204 , 

B 1653 , make, 3 145 , do werchey cause 
to he built, G 545 , Done, ger to do, T 
A 1026 , XLhat to donCy wlmt is to be done, 
3 689 , for to donCy a fit thing to do, 1 62 , 
to be done, L. 1597 1 Boon, ger to do, A 
78, 768 , to commit, I 90 , to cause, R, 
1178 , to foiee, 3 221 , todoHy from doing, 
B 4 p 6 323 , Do, ger to make, 3. 1260 , 
to cause, T 11 1022 , to commit, I 129 , 
Boost, 2 pi 8 makest, 0 312, Bostow, 
doest thou, L 315, Booth, pr a causes, 
A 2396 , Both, pi 8 makes, 2 7 , causes, 
0 21 , Both forth, continues, E 1015 , 
Boon, pr pi do, A 268 , Bo, imp a make, 
H 12 , bring (it) about, A 2405 , cause, G 
32 , do luxngey cause me to be hung, Q 1029 , 
do fccchcy cause to bo fetched, B 662 , ^ 
tLtyy put away, lay aside, G 487, take 
away, A 3287 , do atryken htr outy cause 
her to be struck out, B 1364 , do conm^ 
cause to come, B 2035, Booth, wp pi do 
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ye, C 74<?, I 105 , asdooth^ pray do, F 458 , 
Didest, 2 pt a didst, T 111 363 , Dide, 
pt a did, ^ 373 , caused, K 607 , put on, 
B 2047 > draice, caused to be 

drawn, B 1823 , dide don slcen^ caused to 
be slain, caused (men) to have them 
slam {alcen^ like don^ is in the infin 
mood), D 2042 , dide 0/, took off, 3 316 , 
Dide, pt a auhj should do, F 1404 , 
Diden, pt pi made, 22 28 , pt pi auhj 
should do, L 723 , Boon, pp done, 
1 54 , past, ended, 3 40 , doon to detke, 
done to death, L 88 q , doon make, 
caused to be made, E 233 , hath doon 
7 /ow kept, has caused you to be pre- 
served, E 1098, doo7i theo urite, caused 
to be written (or described there), B 
413, don todye, done to death murdered, 
R 10O3, Do, jijp done, L 9-7 ended, E 
2440 

Dore, 8 door, E 3 7, A «;3o , out at d , out 
of doors, D 1737, H 306 
Dormant, table dormant, a iiermanent 
side-table, A 353 

Dorre, Domng , see Durre Durring 
Dorste , see Dar 
Dortour, a dormitcrv, D 1835 
Dose3ni, a a dozen, A 578 
Dossers, pi baskets to carrv on the back 
BCP 1940 

Dostow, doest thou, D 2 9 
Dotard, adj foolish, D 291 
Dote, V dote, giow foob&h, L 261 a , 
Doten act foolishly, G 983 
Doth, pr a causes, R 389 , Doth cane 
causes to be carried, A 3410 , makes, F 
1257 , imp pi do ye, B 2783 See Doon 
Double, cLdj twofold, 4 109, deceitful, 
HF 285 

Doublenesse, a duplicity, 7 139, 9 63 
Douoet, adj dulcet, 1 e dulcet (pipe), 
sweet-sounding (pipe), HF 1221 
Doughter, a daughter, T lu 3 , Dough- 
tren, T iv 22 
Doumb, adj dumb, A 774 
Doun, a down, soft feathers, 9 43 
Doun, adv down, F 323 , up and doun, m 
all directions, m all ways, B 53 
Douiie, dod down, hill, B 1986 
Dounere, adv more downward, A n 12 
22 

Doun-right, adv at once, H 228 
Dounward, adv outward, southward, A 
u 40 63, 

Doutance, a doubt, T iv 963 p? per- 
plexities, T 1 200 

Doute, a doubt, i 23 , feai, F 1096, 1 qi , 
penl, L 1613, suspense, E 1721 , lack, 


T n 360 , out of doute, doubtless, A 487 , 
aana d , without doubt, D 1838 , with^ 
outen d , certainly, L 383 
Doutelees, adv without doubt, certamU , 
T 11. 494 , A 1831 

Douten, i fear, I 648 , po a fears, I 93^ , 
Douteth, imp pi fear, T 1 08^ 
Doutous, adj doubtful, T iv 992 
D*outremere, adj from beyond the seas, 
foreign, imported 3 233 
Douve, a dove, 3 341 , pigeon, C 397 
Dowaire, 9 dower, F 848 
Dowe, 1 p? a grant, gi\e, T \ 230 
Dowve , see Douve 
Dradde , see Drede 
Draf, a draff, refuse (of corn), chaff, I 33 
L 312 a 

Draf-sek, a sack full of ‘ draff,’ A 4-06 
‘ Dragges, pi digestive sweetmeits, A 
1 426 (in MS Harl only, other MSS have 

droqgea) 

Dragoun, a dragon, L 1430, 1381 , tail of 
the di , the Diagon’s tail, A u 4 36 , 
the point where a planet (esp the moon) 
passed from the northern to the southern 
side of the ecliptic (Tho opposite node 
was called the Dragon s Head ) 

Drasty, adj filthy, worthless, B 2113, 21*0 
Cf A. S d? eaten, deeratan, dregs 
Drat, p 7 a of Drede 

Draught (of drink), L 2667, move at 
chess, 3 082 

Drawe, t draw, incline, E 314 , di him, 

^ withdraw himself, F 333 , bring forward, 
R 6 , v attract, R 1183 , recall, A 2074 , 
gcr to draw, to carry, A 1416 , to bring 
^ back, I 239 , Diawetli along, pr a pro- 
' longs, B 1 mi 32 (Lat protrahit), pi 
I pi red withdraw themselves, F 252 , 
Drough,pi a drew, A 4304 , drew along, 

I T V 1358,?^^ drew himself, approached, 

I B 1710 , Drow, pt 8 drew, B 3292 , drew 
near, D 993 , moved (as the sun), 3 490, 
hoisted, L 1363 , Diow, pt a attracted, 
3 864 , diowe to record, didst bring to 
witness, 16 22 , Drowe, pt pi drew, R 
1678 , Drawe, pp drawn, T m 674 , 
prea pait resorting, B 1217 
Drecche, v be tedious, T 11 1264 , qer to 
vex, T 11 147 1 , 2 pr pi tarry, T iv 
1446 , pp vexed, troubled, B 4077 
Drecohinge, a prolonging, I 1000 , 
Droccbing, delay, T ui 833 
Drede, a dread, fear, A 1998, uncertainty, 
17 28 , doubt, ^ $2 , it 18 no drede, with 
out doubt, B 869, E 1135 , out of drede, 
without doubt, E 634 , pk fears, T 1. 

463 
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Drede, v dread, fear, i 76 , reft dread, 1 
A 660 , get to be dreaded, to be feared, 
B 4253 , Drat, pr 8 dreadeth, dreads, T 
111. 328 , Dredde, i pt 8 was aifraid, T 11 
482 , Dradde, pt a feared, B 3402 , 
Dradde him, was afraid, B 3918 , Drad- 
doHypt pi Q- 13, Dr&d^pp E 69 
Dredeles, adj fearless, B 3 m 12 11 
Dredeles, adv without doubt, certainly, 

3 764 

Dredful, adj terrible, B 3538, fearful, 
timid, L X09 , cautious, A 1479 
Dredfully, adii timidly, T 11 1128 
Dreint, -e , see Drenchen 
Dremed iiie,p^ 8 I dreamt, R 51 
JDreminges, pi dreams, B 4280 
Drenchen, (i) qei to drown, A. 3617 , 
Drenche, v drown, HP 205 , <Zo me 
drenche^ make (men) drown me, cause 
me to be drowned, E 2201 Dienchen (2) 

1 bo drowned, A 3521 , be overwhelmed, 
L 2919 , 5 swamps, I 363 , Dremte, 

pt 8 (i) drowned, 3 72, Dreynte, x>t 8 
drowned, I 839 , Dreynte, pt a (2) was 
drowned, B 923 , Drcjnte, 2pt pi were 
drowned, T iv 930 , pt pi drowned, P 
1378 , Drenched, ptp drowned, L 2178 , 
Dreynt, pp 3 148 , Dreynte, pp aa def 
adj drowned, B 6 g , pp pi HP 233 
Drenching, 5 drowning, A 2456, B 485 
Drennesse, 8 sadness, T 1 701 
Drery, adj sad, E 514 , terrified, L 810 
Dresse, v direct, 14 3 , dispose, get ready, 
T 11 71 , prepare, E 1049, set in order, 
A 106 , V refl address oneself, E 1007 , 
direct himself, go, A 3468 , diiect mjrsell, 
R 1 10 , address himself, direct himself 
(or perhaps^ mount), T v 37, Dresse 
her, settle herself, L 804 , Dresse, get 
to direct, B 2308 , ger rejl prepare him- 
self, T V 279 , prepare, 5 88 , a refi 
raised himself, T 111 71 , took up his 
station, A 3338 , pp arrayed, E 2361 , 
prepared, 5 665 

Dreye, adj dry, A 3024 , as s , 3 380 
Dreyeth, pr a dries up, drains, I 848 
Dreynt, -e , see Drenche 
Drogges, pi drugs, A 426 
Drogh , see Drawe, 

Droghte, a drought, A 2, 393 
Dronkelewe, adj addicted to dunk, B 
2383, C 495, D 2043 
Drough, pt a oy Diawe 
Droughte, a thust (site), B 2 p 7 44 
Drouped,pt a were draggled, A 107 
Drovy, adj dirty, muddy, I 816 
Drew, -e , see Drawe 
Druerye, a utfectAon, R 844 


Drugge, ger to drudge, A 1416 
Drunken, adj causing drunkenness, 5, 

i8i 

Drye, ger to endure, Tv 42 , i suffer, 
endure, 4 231 

Dryve, v drive, P 183 , hasten, D 1694 , 
whirl round, lo 46 , pass away, T v 
394, diyve aioay, pass away, C 628, 
Dryveth forth, pi a continues, goes on 
wuth, T 1 1092 , Dryfth, pr a impels, 
T V 1332 , Dryven (the day),pr pi pass 
(the day), L 2620, Dr6dt, pt a drove, 
brought, T V 475 , incited, T m 994 , 
Drive, pp driven, passed away, T v 
389 , completed, F 1230 
Due tee, a duty, A 30^, debt, D 1391 , 
sum due, D 1332 

Dulcarnon, a an mexphcable dilemma, 
one’s wit’s end, T m 931 
Dulle, ger to feel dull, T 11 1035 ? makes 
dull, stupefies, G 1073, 1172 , Dulled, pp 
made of none effect, I 233 
Dun, adj swarthy, R 1213 , Donne, pi 
dusky, T 11 908 , dun-coloured, 3 334 
Dun, 8 the dun horse, H 5 Dun is m 
the mire ’ is the name of an old rustic 
game 

Dungeoun, s keep-tower, chief castle, L 
937 

Dure, i last, endure, A 2770 , remain, A. 

1236 , live, T i\ 765 , continue, P 836 
Duresse, a hardship, T v 399 
Durre, ger to dare (to do), T v 840 See 
Durren in Stratmann , and see Dar 
Dumng, a daring, bravery , d don 
daring to do, courage to execute, T \ 

837 

Durste , see Dar 

Dusked, pf pi giew dim, A 2806. 

Dwale, a soporific drink, A 4161 
Dwelle, V remain, A 1661 , tarr>, stay, 3. 
712, ger to delay, HP 232 , Dwelled, pp 
dwelt, A 1228 , imp a remain, T iv 1449 
Dwellinges, a pi dela5s, B i mi 33 
(Lat moraa) 

Dwyned, pp aa adj dwmdltd, R 300 
Dy, say , Je voua dy^ I tell 3 ou, D 1832, 
1838 

Dye, 1 die, 2 7 , (jrc? to die, B 114 , Dyde, 
pt a died, HP 106, 38<.) , pt a aubj 
would die, D 965 See Deyc 
Dyen, ger to 0, B 4648 
Dyere, s dj cr, A 3O2 
Dyinge, a do ith, B 3073 
Dyke, t to make dikes or ditches, A 5361 
Dys,pZ dice, A 1238 See Dees 
Dyta, « ditt^, 23 16 SeeDitee 
Dyverseth, pr a varies, T 111 1752 
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Ebbd, 8 . low water, F 259 
Ebben, V ebb, T iv 1145 
Ecclesiaste, s mmistor, A 708, 

Eoh, adj each, A 39, 369 
Eche, V increase, augment, T 1 887, 111 
1509 , ger enlarge, add to, HF 206^ 
Echmes, « pi sea-urchins, B 3 m 8 20 
(Lat echims) 

Eclioon, each one, L 290 , A 26«;=> , 
Echone, pi (?), all, everyone, C 113 
Edified, pp built up, B 4 p 6 284 
Eek, adv also, eke, moreover, A 5, 41 
Eem, 8 uncle, T 1 1022 A S lam 
Eest, adv eastward, 3 88 
Eet, -e , see Ete 

Effect, 8 deed, reality, T 1 748 , result, 
HF s , Theffect ( for the effect), the 
sequel, L 622 , in effect^ in tact, in 
reality, in practice, A 319 
Eft, adv ag iin, A 1669 , another time, 3 

41 

Eft-sone, adv soon after, G 1288 , im- 
mediately attei’wards, I 89 , soon alter 
this, H 6'? , hereatter, G 933 , again, B 
909 , Eftsones, adv very soon, L 2322 
Egal, adj equal, T 111 137 
Egal, adh equally, T iv O60 
Egalitee, 8 equality, I 949 
Egaly, adv equably, B 2 p 4 141 , im- 
partially, B t; p 3 142 
Egge,8 edge, sharp Side, T iv 927, sword, 
9 19 - 

Eggeth, pr 8 incites, E 182 
Eggement, a instigation, incitement, B 
842 

Egging, 8 instigation, E 2135 
Egle, 8 eagle, HF 499 
Egre, adj sliarp, sour, E 217 , bitter, B 
2367 , keen, I 117 
Egremoine, a agrimony, G 800 
Egren, v incite (lit make eager), B 4 

p6 

Eighte, eighth, F 1280 
Eighteteue, eighteen, A 3223 
Eightetethe, ord, adj eighteenth, B 5 
Eir, 8 air, A 1246, 347s 
Eisel, 8 vinegar, E 217 
Ekko, 8 echo, £ 1189 
Elde, 8 old age, age, T 11 393, 399 , long 
lapse of time, 7 12 

Elde, v grow old, B 396 , pr a ages, 
makes old, E 391 
Elder, adj older, B 1720, 34'^ 
Elder-fader, a grandfather, B 2 p 4 
50 

Eldree, pi ancestors, B 3388 


Eleccioun, a choice, 5 409, 621 , election 
(m astrology), B 312 
Elenge, adj miserable, B 1412, D 1199 
Elevat, pp elevated, A u 23 29. 
Elf-queen, a fairy-queen, B 1978, D 860 
Ellebor, a hellebore, IlelleboT^is mgvr, B 

4154 

Elies, adv else, otherwise, 3 gqj , elhs 
god forbedr, God forbid it should be 
otherwise, G 1046 

Elongacioun, s angular distance, A 11 
25 06 

Elvish, adj elvish, 1 e absent in demea- 
noiu, B 1893 , foolish, G731, 842 
Embassadrye, a embassy, negociation, 
B233 

Embaume, v embalm, L 676 , pp 
covered with balm, E 1603 
Embelif, adj oblique, A 1 20 3 , (as 
apphed to angles) acute, A 11 .9 39 
See the New E Diet 
Embelised, 2 >P beautified, B 2 p 3 7“ 
Embosed, j}p jilunged dotph into the 
thicket, quite bidden, 3 333 
Embracinge, a embrace, 1 944 
Embrouded, pp embroidcnd, idorncd, 
A 89 

Embroudinge, 9 embroidery, I 417 
Embusshements, pi ambuscades, B 251x9 
Emeraude, a emeiald, B 1799 
Ernes, qen uncle’s, T 11 466 See Eem 
Emforth, p/ci> as far as extends, to the 
extent of, A 2235 Lm~ is from A S 
emn, tor efen^ t ven 

Emisperies, a id hemispheres, A 1 18 9 
Empeireden, pt pi made worse, B 2201; 
Emplastre, 2 pr pi plaster over, bedaub, 
E 2207 

Empoisoned, p2? ixusoncd, B 2319, 3850 
Empoisoning, a iwisoning, C 891 
Empoysoner, a poisoner, C 894 
Emprenting, a impression, F 834 
Empnnteth, imp pi impress, E 1193, 
Emprented,pp imprinted, F 831 , taken 
an impression of, E 2117 
Empryse, a enterprise, undertaking, L 
617, 1432 

Empte, v empty, make empty, G 741 , 
pp an adj exhausted, B i p i 10 , worn 
out, shrunken (Lat effeto\ B i m i 20 
Enbasshinge, a bewilderment, amaze- 
ment, B 4 p I 43 

Enbatailled, adj embattled, E 139 
Enbibing, a absorption, 0 814 
Enbrace, v embrace, hold firmly, 21 n , 
Enhraced, pp surroimded, T v i8i6 
Enbrouden, v embroider, L 2351 , pp 
L 119, 227 
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Sncens, a incense, A 2429 
Encense, v to oifer incense, G 395, 413 
Enchantours, pi wizards, I 60^ 
Encliaufetli, pr a burns, B in 3 10 
Enchaunten, v enchant, T iv 139*5 
Enchesoun, a occasion, reason, B 2783 , 
cause, T 1 681 

Enclos, pp enclosed, R 138, 1632 
Enclymng, s inclination, HF 734 
Encomberous, aclj cumbersome, oppres- 
sive, burdensome, 18 42 , HF 862 
Encombraunce, a encumbrance, B io()o 
Encombre, v encumber, L 2006 , pp 
endangered, stuck tast, A 508 , h im- 
pered, E 889 , hindered, I 687 , em- 
barrassed, weary, A 718 
Encorponng, s incoiporation, G 815 
Encrees, a increase, A 2184 
Encrese, v increase, 2 103 , Encressed, 
pp E 408, eniiched, B 1271 
Endamagen, v harm, B i p 4 91 , pp 
comiiromised, B i pi 7** 

Ende, a end, A 15 , puipose, B48r , point, 
^ 973 

Ended, pp finite, B 2 p; 113 
Endelees, adj infinite, H 3-2 
Endelong, ady all along, A 2078 , length- 
ways, A 1991 

Endelong, prep all along, F 992 , along, 
L 1498 , down along, F 416 
Endentmge, s indentation, I 417 En- 
dented or Indented is an heraldic term, 
signifying notched with regular and 
equal indentations 

Endere, a cause of the end, A 2776 , 1 e 
who dost end, C 218 
Endetted, pp mdeided, G 734 
Ending-day,^ death dai, j 8 33 
Enditemeuts, a pi indictments, I 800 
Endlang, adv along, lengthways See 
Endelong 

Endouted, pp feared (with me), R 
1664 

Endyte, v write, dictate, A 03, 323 , en- 
dito, compose, write, L 414, 2336, re- 
late, G 80, tell, Ij. 1678, indict, B 
3838, pp related, B 3170 
Endyting, a composing, 18 77 , p2 com- 
positions, I 1083 

Enfamyned, pp starved, L 2429 
Enfecteth, pi a infects, L 224- 
Enforoen, per to enforce, B 2233 1 
strengthen (your position), D 340 , 1 pr 
a reifl insist, T iv loio , Enforcen, pi 
pi gam strength, B 2355, imp a en- 
deavour, B 2237 

Enformed, pp informed, E 738, F 333 , 
instructed, I 658 


Enfortuned, pt a endowed with powers, 

’ 4 259 

Engendre, v procreate, B 3148 , pro- 
duce, B 2582 , V beget, E 1272 , pr pi 
are produced, B 4113 
Engendrmge, a product, B 2580 
Engendrure, a procreation, B 3137, 

' begetting, 3 306 , generation, D 128, 

I 134 , progeny, offsprmg, I 621 , fra- 
ternity, I 375 

English, a power of expression m Eng- 
lish, L 66 

Engreggen, pr pi burden, I 979 
Engyn, a contrivance, T m 274 , device, 
R 511 , machine, F 184 , skill, HF 328 
Engyned, pp tortured, racked, B 4250 
Enhabit, pp devoted, T iv 443 
Enhaunoen, v raise, A 1434, qer to 
j exalt, 1 614 Enhaunceth, pr s elevates, 

I 7^0 > pi s raised, B 2291 , pp promoted, 
L 1411 

Enhaused, pp elevated, lifted above 
(the horizon), A 11 26 37 
Enhausing, a elevation, A u 39 26 
' Enhorte, ger to exhort, A 2831 
Enlaoeth, pr a entangles, B i m 4 
23 , pp involv ed, made intricate, B 3 p 
8 6 

Enlumme, v lUumme, I 244, pt s 

Enluting, a securing v ith ‘ lute,’ dauhmg 
with clay , &c , to exclude air, G 766 
Enoynt, pp anointed, A 2(961 
Enpeiren, v injure, B 4 p 3 36 
Enpoysoninge, a jxusoning, B 1 p 3 59 
Enprented, pp imprinted, F 2178 
Enpresse, v make an impression on, 
21 8 

Enquere, v enquire, A 3166 , search 
into, B 629 

Enqueringe, a inquiry, B 888 
Ensample, a example, A 4<k), 303 , pat- 
tern, 3 9*» > warning, R 1339, instance, 
R 1384, tn e , to sjgniiv, A 1 21 41, 
pi examples, F 1419 , cases, A 2842 
Ensaumpler, a prototv pc, B 3 mo 17 
Enseigne, a ensign, standard, R i2cx> 
Eiiseled,pp sealed up, T v 131, fully 
granted, T iv 339 

Entaile, a cutting, mtaglio-work, R. 
i 1081 , Entayle, shape, description, R, 162 
Entaile, v carve, R 6og , pp R, 140 
Entalenten, pr pi stimulate, B 5 p 5 6, 
Entame, re-open (lit cut into), i 79 
OF entamer 

Enteccheth, pr a infects, B 4 p 3 83 , 
pp endued with (good) qualities, T, v* 
83a 0 F cntcchieVy entachter. 
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^Sntencioun, a intent, 0 408 , attention, 

T 1 , design, T 1 211 

Sntende, v attend, T 111 414 ? give 
attention to, D 1478 , dispose oneself, 

F 689, ger to apply oneself, B 3498, 
to aim (after), incline (to), T 11, 853 , 
Entende, 1 pr a perceive, T iv 1649 , 
attend, R. 1^97 , pres part looking 
mtently, B 1 p 2 3, 

Entendement, s perception, HF 983. 
Entente, a intention, intent, A 958, 1000 , 
design, B 3835 , wish, 18 68 , meaning, 
r4oo, 959 , attention, D 1374, endeavour, 

0- 6 , feeling, 3 532, 580 , mind, B 1740 , 
plan, B 147, 206 , do tliyn e , give heed, 

3 -^$2 , aa to coinun e , in plain language, 

F 107 

Ententeden, pi pt gave thnir attention, 

L 

Ententif, Ententyf, attentive, HF 
1120, B 2205, eager, R 683, diligent, 

R 436 , devoted, R 339 , careful, E 
1288 

Ententifly, ady attentively, HF 616 
Entermedled, pp intermixed, R 90O 
Entraille, a entrails, B 1763 , inside, E 
1188 

Entre, ger to enter, 5 147, 153 In A. n 
44 4, entere hit — set down in writmg 
Entrechaungeden, pi pi interchanged, 
exchanged, T lu 1369, pp inter- 
changed, T IV 1043 

Entrechaunginges, a pi mutations, 

B I m 5 38, vicissitudes (Lat uicea)^ 

B 2 m3 20 

Entrecomunen, v intercommunicate, 

T IV 1354 

Entrecomuninge, a interchange, B 2 
P 7 ^’3 

Entredited, pp interdicted, I 965 
Entree, entry, entrance, R 517, 530, 538, ! 

pi entrances, HF 1943 ’ 

Entrelaced, pp intricate, B 3 p 12 166 
Entremedled, pp mtermmgled, HF 
2124 

Entremes, a intervening course, 5 663 
‘ EntremeU^ certame choice dishes 
served m between the courses of a 
feast , ’ Cotgrave 

Entremette, v reft interfere, D 834, 
Entremeten (him), meddle with, 5 51 3 , 
imp a take part (in), meddle (with), 

T 1 1026 

Entreparten, ger to share, T 1 592 
Entreteden, pi pi treated of, discussed, 
B 2466 

Entryketh, pr a holds fast in its subtle 
grasp, ensnares, 5 403 , Entryked, pp 


entrapped, R 1642 , ‘ Intriquer, to 

intricate, involve , ’ Cotgrave 
Entune, v intone, tune, T iv 4 
Entunes, a pi tunes, 3 309 
Entysinge, a allurement, I 353 
Enveniminge, a poisonous effect, E 
2060 , poison, I 854 

Enven^me, v infect, D 474 , pp B 3314 
Environinge, s surface, B 3 m 4 172 , 
circumference, B 4 p 6 83 
Enviroun, adv roundabout, L 300 
Enviroune, v encompass, B 3 m 9 45 , 
prea part skirting, gomg- round, R <526 
Envdluped, pp enveloped, involved, C 
942 

Envye, 9 cnv\, B3i84, longing, R 1653, 
to e ^ in ri\alrv, 3 173 
Envye, v vie, strive, 3 406, vie (with), 
HF 1231 

Envyned, pp stored with wmo, A 342 
Episicle, 8 epicycle, A, 11 33 29 A 
small circle, the centre of which moves 
along the circumference of a larger one 
Equacion, s efiual paitition, A u 37 
24 , Equacions, pi equations, F 1279 
Eqnaciouns, A 11 36 (rubric) , calcu 
lations, A 1 23 5 By ‘equations oi 
houses’ IS meant the division of the 
sphere into twelve equal portions (02 
‘houses ’), for astrological purposes 
Equales, adj pi of equal length , hourei 
equalea^ houis each contaimng sixtj 
minutes, A 11. 8 3 

Equiuoxial, a equmoxial circle, B 4046 
Er, adv before, formerly, A 3789 
Er, conj before, A 1040, 1155, er that 
before, A 36 

Er, prep before, C 892, e? tko^ before 
then, L 1062 , er eio now, F 460 
Erbe, a heib, L 109 a 
Erbe yve, a herb ivc, ground i\y, Ajugc 
Chamaepitya, B 41 56 

Erber, a arbour, L 97 a See Herber 
Erchedeken, a archdeacon, D 1 1,00 
Ere (66r9), a car, D 636 , at ei e, m (her) ear 
T 1. 106 

Ere, a ear (of corn), L. 76 
Ere (6rej, ger to plough, A 886, pp HF 
485 A S erian 
Erl, a earl, B 3397, 3646 
Erme, v feel sad, grieve, 3 80 , C 312 
A S earmian^ yrman 
Brneatful, adj aenous, T 11 1727, I 
1173 

Erratik, adj wandering, T v 1812 
Erraunt, adj arrant, H 224 , errant 
stray (because near the middle of th 
chess board), 3 O61 
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iErrest, a pr s wanderest, T iv 30a 
Era, 8 buttocks, A 3734 A S ears 
Erst, adv first, at first, HF 2075 , A 776 , 
before, 16 ai , aforetime, R 692 , at e , 
first, for tbe first time, B 1884, G , 
at last, T 1 842 , e than, before, A 1566 , 
long e er, long first before, C 662 
Erthes, s pi lands, countries, B i 
m5 61 

Eschaufen, ger to bum , pr a cbafes, 
I 6'57 , pp heated, I 346 
Eschaufinge, s heating, I 537 , pi en- 
kindlings, I 916 

Eschaiinge, 8 exchange, A 278 , pi m- 
terchangings, HF 697 
Eschew, adj averse, I 971 , Eschu, E 
i8ia 

Eschewe, v escape , Eschue, v avoid, 
T 11 696 , A 3043 , shun, G 4 , 2 pr pi 
eschew, avoid, T 1 344 , Eschewed, pp 
B 4528 , tmp « T 11 1018 
Ese, s ease, E 217, 434, amusement, 
delight, A 768, G 746 , do yoio e , give 
you pleasure, 6 78 , toel at e , fully at 
ease, T 11 730 

Ese, V ease, 3 s'jd , relieve, L 1704 , give 
ease (to), R 310 , Esen, qci to entertain, 
A 2194 , pp entertained, A 29 
Eseiueut, a benefit, A 4179, 4186 
Espaoe, a space of time, B 2219 
Espeoes, a pi kinds, varieties (of sin), I 
448 

Espiaille, a sets of spies, B 2309, D 132^ 
Espye, s spy, T 11 in- 
Espye, qcr to observe, K 703 , v per- 
ceive, HF 706 , enqvure about, B i8o , 
look about, L 838 

Essoyne, a excuse, 1 164 Mod E aaaoni 
Est, 8 east, B 297, 49 ^ 3037 
Estableth, pr a settles, causes, B 4 p 
4 31 

Estat, 8 state, condition, L 123 rank, 
T V 1023 , position, E 1969 , Esta it, 
state, condition, rank, B 973, 3392, 3^47 > 
way, E 610 , term of office, I) 2018 
Estatlich, adj stately, dignified, A 140 , 
suitable to one s estate, B 3902 
Estatuts, 8 ordinances, B 2 pi 48 
Estraunge, adj strange, T 1 1084 
Estres, pi inward parts, recesses (of 
a building), L 1713 > A 1971 , recesses, 
R 1448 , interior, A 4293 
Eay, adj easy, A 223, moderate, A 441 , 
gentle, 5 382 

Ete, V oat, A 947 , Et, pr s oats, L, 1^ , 
Eet, pi 8 ate. Tv 1439, A 2048, 3421 , 
Eete, pt pi ate, 9 11 , Ete, pt pi 3 
432, Eten,pp eaten, A 4351. 


Eterne, adj eternal, A 1109, 1990 , a. 

eternity, T iv 978. 

Ethe, adj easy, T. v 850 
Etik, the Ethics of Aristotle, L 166 
Evangyle, a gospel, R 445 , pi B 666 
Even, adj even, equal, same, HF 10, 
exact, R 1350 

Even, adv exactly, 3 441 , evenly, D 
2249 , regularly, E 526 , Evene jojTiant, 
closely adjoining, A 1060 , ful even, 
actually, 3 1329 

Evene-cristene, a fellow-Chnstian, I 
39 *)) ^5 

Even-lyk, adj similar, B 5 p 2 25 
Ever, adv ever, always, A 50, &c , Ever 
in oon, always alike, continually, T 
V 431 , incessantly, A 1771 
Everich, each, A 1186, every, A 241, 
each one, A 371, every one, E 1017, 
e of hem, either of the two, B 1004 , 
Everich other, each other, 7 33 
Everichoon, every one, A 31 747 , each 
one, L 2367 , Everichone, pi each one 
(of us), HF 337 , each of them all, all 
of them, T lu 412 

Ever-mo, adv for ever, always, con- 
tinually, L 1239, 2035, ^^34’ 

Everydeel, adv every whit, A 368, D 162 , 
altogether, A 3303 

Evidently, adv by observation. A, 11 23 
Tuhrtc 

Ew, s yew-tree, A 2923 , (coZlecfttely) yew- 
trees, R 1385 

Exaltacioun, a (astrological) exaltation, 
D 702, E 2224 

Ezaltat, 08 pp exalted, D 704 
Exametron, a a hexameter, B 3169 
Excusascioun, 8 false excuse, 1 680, plea, 
I 164 

Excuse, 8 , foi myn e , in my excuse, 7 
303 

Exeouteth, pi ^ performs, A 1664 , Exe- 
cut, jgp executed, T 111 622 
Exeoutour, a executant, 1 ) 2010 
Exeoutrice, a causer, T m 617 
Exercitacioun, a exercise, B 4 x) 6 298 
Existence, a reality, HF 269 
Exorsisacionns, pi exorcisms, spells to 
raise spirits, HF 1263 
Expans, afij (calculated) separately, F 
1275 See A«nt expansi 
Expoune, v explain, B 3398, G 86 , Ex- 
pouned, pt a B 3346, 3399 
Expres, adj exjnessed, made clear, D 
1169 

Expres, adv expressly, C 182, D 719 
Expresse, ger to declare, 17 $, v relate, 
C 105 
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Expulsif, adj expellent, A 2749 
Extenden, pr pi are extended, B 461 
Extree, s axle-tree, A 1 14 2 
Ey, s egg, B 4o^«;, G 806 
Ey, tnterj eh ’ T 11 128 , alas ’ T iv 1087 , 
what ' C 782 

Eye, 8 eye , at eye, evidently, L 100 , 
Eyen, pi eyes, i losf , Eyen sight, eye- 
sight, D 2060 See Ye 
Eyed, adj endowed with eyes, T iv i4*;9 
Eyle, V ail, A ^424 

Eyr, 8 air, HE 954 , L 1482 , Eir, A 1246, 
3473 , Eyre, dat air, gas, G 767 
Eyr, 8 heir, L 1598, 1819 
Eyrish, adj of the air, aerial, HP 932, 965 
Eyse, 8 ease, D 2101 See Ese 

P 

Pace, 8 face, A 199, 4^8, a technical term 
in astrology, signifymg the third part 
of a sign (of the zodiac), ten degrees in 
extent, P 50, 1288 
Pacound, adj eloquent, 5 «;2i 
Pacounde, 8 eloquence, fluency, 3 926 , 
C 5a 

Pacultee, 8 capacity, authority, or dis- 
position, A 244 , branch of study HP 
248 

Pade, odj faded, R 31 1 
Pader, 8 father, A 100 , Fader, gen A 
781 , fader day, father’s time, B 3374 , 
fader kin, father’s race, ancestry, G 829 , 
pi ancestors, E 61 , originators, B 129 
Padme, pi fathoms, A 2916 
Padres-in-lawe, pi parents-m-law B 2 
P 3 . 42 

Paile, 8 failure , withouten f , without 
fail, 2 48 , sans faille, B 501 
Pailen, v fail, grow dim, 5 85 , pres part 
failmg, remote, A. 11 4 30 
Pair, ad,j fine, D 2253 , good, excellent, A 
154 , a fair, a good one, A 165 , as 8 , a, 
fair thing, excellent thing (sarcasti- 
cally), T m 850 , voc O fair one » HP 
518 , pi A 234 , clean, R 571 , specious, 
R 437 

Paire, adv fairly, R 774, 798 , honestly, 
^ 539 } courteously, R 392 , clearly, 1) 
1142 , prosperously, L 186, 277 
Paire, a fair, market, B 1515 
Paire Bewthelees, Pair Unpitymg One, 
La Belle Dame sans Merct, 6 31 
Paimesse, a beauty, A 10^ , honesty of 
life, A 519 

Pair-Semblaunt, Fair-show, R 963 
Palding, 8 a sort of coarse cloth, A 391, 
$212, 


Fallen, v happen, T iv 976 , light, 1 
126, suit, E 239 , prosper, L 186, pr ^ 
8uhj may befall, R 798 , impera may 1 
befall, L 277 , pi a comes as by acc] 
dent, 6 4 , comes, 3 706 , suffers de 
pression (an astrological term\ D 70 
703, Falles,p7 8 (Northern form), falh 
A 4042 , belongs, 3 257 , Pailen, pi pi 
happen, come to pass, R 20 , Pel, i pt < 
fell, 2 13, Fil, pt 8 fell, A 843, har 
Iiened, L 589, 1162 , was fitting, L 2474 
fil on slepe, fell asleep, HP 114. , fil 0 
hi8 accoid, agreed with him, F 741 , a 
fer as 1 esonfil, as far as reason extended 
P 370, Pille, I pt pi fell, became, 1 
812, Fillen, pt j)l ftU, B 3183, 3620 
Pille, pt pi HP 1659 , fille in speche ~ 
fell to talking, F 904 , Falle, pp fallen 
L 1726, 1826 , happened, A 324 , acci 
dentally placed, F 684 , Falling, pic 
jyt felling, causing to fall, T 11 1 382 
Pals, adj false, 3 618 , false get, cheatin 
contri\ance, G 1277, toe B44i6 
Palsen, v falsify, A 3173 , deceive, L 1640 
betray, T v 1843 , False, v be untni 
to, 3 1234 pp falsified, broken (faith 
P 627 

Pal we, adj fallow, yellowish, HP 1936 
A 1364 

Palwes, pi fallow-ground, D 636 
Pame, a notoriety, A 3148, rumour, I 
1242, good report, E 418, Fames, p 
rumours, HP 1292 

Pannier, 8 familiar friend, B 4 p 6 231 
Pamulier, adj familiar, at home, A 211 
B 1221 , of one’s own household, E 1784 
Famulere, affable, L 1606 
Pan, 8 vane, quintain, H 42 
Panne, « fan, A 3315 
Pantastyk, adj belonging to the fanrj 
A 1376 Used with reference to th 
portion of the brain in thofioni of th 
head 

Pantasye, 8 fancy, HP 593 , delight, i 
3191 , imagining, HP 992 , fancy, pies 
sure, I) 190 , imagmation, A 3835, 3840 
imaginary object, 9 51 , desire, will, ] 
3475, Fantasy es, pi fancies, P 205 
wishes, B 3465 

Pantome, 8 phantasm, delusion, B 1037 
Paroed, pp stuffed, L 1373 
Pare, 8 behaviour, conduct, A 1809, J 
1453 , condition, 2 62 , good speed, HI 
682 , business, gomgs-on, T in i lof) 
bustle, ado, HP 1065 , company, T n 
605 , evel fare, ill hap, 2 62 
Paren, v behave, T iv 1087 , doth fan 
causes to behave or feel, T 1 626, Par( 
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ger to go, travel, T v 21, 279 , to pro- 
ceed, A 2435 , Fare, 1 pr 8 go, Q- 733 , it 
IS with me (thus), 7 320 , am, B 1676 , 
Farest, 2 pr 8 actest, 5 S99 , art, HF 
887 , Fareth, pr 8 acts, I) 1088 , is, 3 
113, happens, HF 271 , 1 pr pi live, G 
662 , zpr pi behave, D 852 , pr pi seem, 

I 414 , Fare, pr 8 auhj may fare, F 
1579 , Ferde, i pt 8 fared, T 11 1006 , 
telt, 3 99, 785 , was placed, *5 1 32 , jp< « 
behaved, A 1372 , happened, T 1 223 , j 
was, R 876 , seemed, R 249 , went on, 
HF 1522 , Ferden, pt pi behaved, A 
1647 , Ferde, pt s 8ubj should fare, R 
271 , Faren, PJ9 lared, T v 466, D1773, 
gone, B 4069 , Fare, pp fared, D 1782, 
gone, A 2436 , walked, L 2209 , Ferd, 
pp fared, T iv 1094 , Faringe, pres p* 
as adj , best /, best looking, fairest of 
behaviour, F 932 , f aright, prosper, T 
1 878 , far wel, farewell, B 116 , Fareth, 
vnp pi fare, E 1688, f farewell, T 
V 1412 

Fare-cart, s travelling cart. Tv 1162 
Fare-wel, tnterj it is all over ’ F 1204, G 
907 ) ffo fareiiel, be lost sight of, A ii 23 
12 

Farsed, pp stuffed, A 233 
Fasoun, s fashion, appearance, R 708 , 
shape, R 331 
Fast, 8 fasting, T v 370 
Fast, adj firm, 7 31 3 
Faste, adv closely, R 1346, close, near, 
A 1478, tight, R 431 , fast, quickly, T 
1 748, cw/, very quickly, G 1233 , hard, 
soundlj, 5 94 , intentlv, eagerly, R 
793 , faste by, near to, A 1476 , faste by, 
close at hand, 3 369 
Paster, adv closer, B 3722 
Fatte, V fatten, D 1880 
Fauoon, 8 falcon, F 411, 424 
Fauooners, s pi falconers, F 1196. 
Pauned, pt s fawned on, 3 389 
Faunes, pi Fauns, A 2928 
Pawe, adj fain, glad, l 3 220 
Fawe, adv fain, anxiously, T iv 887 
Fay, 8 , see Fey 

Fayery©> 8 troop of fairies, E 2039 > troops 
of fames, D 839 , enchantment, E 1743 , 
Fairye, fairy-land, F 96 , enchantment, 
F 201 , pi fames, D 872 
Payn, odj glad, L 130,1137, fond, R 1376 
Fayn, adv gladly, A 766 , woldef, would 
be glad to, E 696 

Feblesse, a weakness, T 11 863 , 1 1074 
Feoohes, pi vetches, T 111 936 
Feoohen, ger to fetch, T v 485 , ger to 
fetch, to bo brought (1 0 absent), T lu 


609 , Fette, 2 pt 8 didst fetch, T ui 
723 , pt 8 fetched, L 676 , brought, T 
V 852 , pt pi B 2041 , Fet, pp fetched, 
A 2527 , brought, A 819 , brought home, 
D 217 

Pecching, 8 fetching, rape, T v 890 
Fedde, pt 8 fed, A 146 
Fee, 8 reward, pay, 7 193 , Fee simple, an 
absolute fee or fief, not clogged with 
conditions, A 319 

Peeld, 8 field, A 886, 3032 , (in an heraldic 
sense), B 3373 

Peendly, adj fiendhke, devilish, B 751, 
783 

Feet, 8 performance, E 429 E feat 
PefFe, V enfeoff, endow, present, T in 
901 , qer to present, T v 1689 , pp en- 
feoffed, put m possession, endowed, E 
1698 

Pel, 8 skin, T 1 91 

Pel, adj dreadful, T v 30 , cruel, A 2630 , 
deadly, D 2002 , terrible, B 2019 , Felle, 
%oc cruel, A 1 359 , destructive, T iv 44 
Pelawe, « companion, comrade, A 395, 
648 

Felaweshipe, 8 partnership, A 1626, 
companionship, B 2749 , company, A 26 
Pelawshipeth, pr s accompanies, B 4 
m I 12 

Feld, pp 0/ Felle 

Peldefare, s field-fare, 3 364 , T ui 861 ^ 
farewel /, 1. e farewell and a good rid- 
dance , because fieldfares depart when 
the warm weather comes. 

Felden, pt pi 0/ Felle 
Pole, adj many, R 189 , E 917 
Pele-folde, adj manifold, B 2 p i 16 
Pelen, v feel, experience, L 692 , Felo, 
understand by experiment, HF 826 , 
try to find out, T 11 387 , Felte, 1 pt s 
4 217, Felede, pt a G521, Feled, pp 
perceived, T iv 984 
Feling, 8 affection, 3 1172 
Felle, pi andvoc a o/Fel, adj 
Felle, V fell, A 1702 , Felden, pi pi caused 
to fall, R 91 1 , Feld, pp cut down, A 
2924 

Fellen, pt pi happened, T 1 1 34 See 

Fallen 

FeHiche, adj bitingly, severely, B 2 
m3 13 

Felnesse, s fierceness, B 1 m 6 n 
Felon, angry, T v 199 
Felonous, adj fierce, wicked, B i m 4 
13 , mischievous, I 438 
Felonye, a injustice, B 4 p 6 278 , crime, 
A 1996 , treachery, R 165, 978 , pi im- 
[ quities, I 281 
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Femele, adj female, D 122, I 961 
Feminimtee, s feminme form, B ^ 6 o 
Fen, 8 chapter or subdivision of Avi- 
cenna’s book called the Canon, C 890 
Fenel, s fennel, R 731 
Fenix, 8 phoenix, 3 982 
Fer, adj far, A 388, 491 , Ferre, A 

Fer, adv far, B 1781 , Fer ne ner, neither 
later nor sooner, A 1S50 , hoicf so, liow 
ever far, 5 440 

Perd, 8 dat fear, T iv 607 (Always in 
phr for ferd^ or for ftrde ) 

Perd, pp of Fere, v 
Perd, -e , see Faren, v 
Fere, s dot fear, B 3369 , panic, HF 174 
Fere, s companion, L 969 , mate, 5 410, 
416, wife, T IV 791 , pi companions, T 
1 224 

Fere, s dat fire, T 111 978 
Fere, v frighten, T iv 1483 , Fered, pp 
V afraid, Gr 924 , Ferd, pp afraid, T 11 124 
Ferforth, adv far , as f 08^ as far as, T 
IV 891 , as long as, T 1 12 1 , so y , to such 
a degree, i 170 , thusf^ thus far, T 11 
960 

Ferforthly, adv thoroughly, so /, to 
such an extent, A 960 , so far, L 682 , 
as/, as completely, D 1^4*) 
Perfulleste, most timid, T 11 450 
Perly, adj strange, A 4173 
Fermacies, pi remedies, A 2713 
Ferine, adj firm, E 663 
Perme, tmp s make firm, B i m 5 61 
(Lat Jirma) 

Perme, s rent, A 232 5 
Permely, adv firmly, T lu 1488 
Fermerere, s friar m charge of an infir- 
mary, B 1859 

Fermour, s farmer of taxes, L 378 
Fern, adv long ago , so fern = so long 
ago, F 256 

Fem-asshen, s pi ashes produced by 
burning ferns, F 234 

Feme, pi of Ferren, distant, remote, 
A 14 

Feme , f yere^ last year. Tv 1176 
Ferre, adj def distant, A 3393 
Ferre, comp adv farther, HP 600 , 
Ferrer, A 835 

Ferreste, superl pi farthest, A 494 
Pers, s queen (at chess), 3 654, 655, 
Ferses, pi the pieces at chess, 3 723 
Fers, ad') fierce, T 1 225 , t?oc 7 i 
Fersly, adv fiercely, T lu. 1760 
Ferthe, fourth, T iv 26, v 476 
Fertlier, adj farther, B 1686, E 2226 
Ferther, adv further, i 148, 3 1254 


Ferther-over, conj moreover, A 11 
26 13 

Perthing, s farthing, D 1967 , a very 
small portion, A 134 
Fery, adj fiery, T 111 1600 
Pest, s fist, A 4275, C 802 
Feste, s feast, festival, A 883, B 418 , to 
/, to the feast, B 380 , encouragement, 
T 11 361 , merriment, T 11 421 , Maketli 
feste, flatters, 3 638 , jpl tokens of 
pleasure, T v 1429 
Pesteth, jpr s feasts, A 2193 
Festeyinge, pre^ pant feasting, enter- 
tainmg, P 345 

Festeyinge, s festivity, T v 433 
Pestlich, ad? fond of feasts, F 281 
Festne, ger to fasten, A 193 
Pet , see Pecchen 
Pete, dat pi feet, 3 199, 400, 302 
Pether, a wing, A 2144 
Petis, adj neat, well made, handsome, 
A 157, R 77b, splendid, R 1133 , grace- 
ful, C 478 

Petisly,adr elegantly, A 124, 273 , neatly, 
trimly, A 3203, 3319 , exquisitely, R 

837 

Pette , see Pecchen 
Petys, adj well-mtwio R 332 , handsome, 
R 821, splendid, R 1133, graceful, 
C478 

Petysly, adv exquisitely, neatly, R 1233 
Pey, 8 faith A 1126, 3284, fidelity, L 778 
Peyn, adj glad, 7 313 
Peyne, v feign, pretend, A 736 , speak 
falsely, 2 4 , feyne its, feign, pretend, 
B 351 , Feigne, who-so f may, let him, 
who can, pretend, B 3 p 10 93 
Peynest, adv most gladlj , 3 480 
Peyning, 8 pretending, cajolery, F 556 , 
pretence, feigning, L 1336 
Feynt, adj feigned, R 433 
Peyntest, 2 p? a enfeeblest, B 926 
Picchen, ger to fix, B 3 m 4 18 
Piers, adj fierce, A 1598 , proud, R 1482 
Pifte, fifth, R 962, 982 ,169 
Piges, pi fig-trees, R 1364 
Pighten, V fight, L 19^, Fight, pr g 
fights, 3 103 , Faught, pt 8 fought, 
A ^399 , Foughten, pp A 62 
Figure, 8 shape, 16 27 , form (as a man), 
B 3412 , figure, I 94 , figure (of speech), 
A 499 , Figure, type, i 169 , pi figures 
(of speech), E 16 , markings, A pi 75 
Piguringe, « form, L 298 , figure, Q- 96 
Pil, jpf 8 0/ Fallen 
Pild, pp filled, 5 6ro 
Pinoh, 8 finch (bird), R 915, pulle a 
Jlnch, pluck a dupe, A 652 
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Pinde, v find, i 72 , A 648 , invent, 
A 736 , ger to provide tor, 0 537 , Fint, 
pr 8 finds, 0- 218 , Fynt, pr s It 1499 , 
Pond, pt 8 discovered, A 244 <5 , found 
out, T 1 6';9 , provided for, B 4019 , 
Fonde, pt s aiibj could find, % 374 , pp 
found, E 146, Foiinden, 2 ^JP found, 
B 612 , provided, B 243 
Finding, s provision, A 3220 
Pint, pr 8 finds, G218 
Pure, s fir-tree, A 2921 
Pirste, adj def first, 3 1166, tny firate^ 
my first narration, F 75, mth tliefirste^ 
very soon, T iv 63 
Pish, 8 the sign Pisces, F 273 
Pit, 8 a ‘fyt’ or ‘passiis,’ a portion of 
a song, B 2078, bout, turn, A 4184 
Pithele, s fiddle, A 2()6 
Pixe, pp as adj fixed, T 1 298 , solidified, 
a 77g 

Plambe, s flame, I 333 
Plat our, s flatterer, B 451^ 

Plaumbe, s flame, HF 769 
Playn, pp flayed, I 423 
Pledde, pt s fled avoided, B 344s;, 3874 , 
Fledde herself, took refuge, L 122^ 
Plee (i), V fly, F *[03, lect let fl^, 
A 3806, Fleigh, pt 8 flew, HF 921, 
2087, Fley, s B4362, Flowon,pf pi 
flew, B 4581, pp flovn, HF 003 
Pleen (2), v escape, A 1170, flee, L 1307, 
2020, Fleeth, twp 4 6, Fleigh, pt s 
fled, B 3879 

Pleen, s pi fleas, H 17 
Plees, a fleece, L 1428, 1047 
Fleet, pr 8 floats, B 463 
Plekked, pp spotted, E 1S48, Gr t;65 
Piemen, gci to banish, T 11 852 , pr 8 
H 182 , pp banished, G- 
Plemer, 8 bamsher, driver awav, B 460 
Pleminge, 8 banishment, flight, T in 
93 ^ 

Plen, pr pi fly, T iv 1 336 
Fleshly, adt carnallv, B 1773 
Plete, V float, bathe, T 111 1971 , ipr s 
8 uhj may float, A 2397 , Fleteth, p? 8 
floats, B 901 , flow s, abounds (Let tn- 
Jluat\ B I m 2 28, Fleet, p? 8 float^i, 
B 463 , pres pt floating, A 1930 , Flet- 
inge, pres pt flowing, B 1 p 3 78 (Lat 
hmphante) 

Flex, 8 flax, A 676 
Pley, pf 8 flew, B4362 
Plikered, pt s fluttered, T iv 1221 , 
pres pt pi fluttering, A 196a 
Plitte, V pass away, I 368 , pp removed, 
T v 1544 , pres pt unimportant, 3 801 
Flo, 8 arrow, H 264 


Plokmele, adv in a flock, 111 a great 
number, E 86 

Flood, 8 flood-tide, F 239 , on a Jl , ixi 
a state of flood, T 111 640 
Plorisshinges, pi florid ornaments, HF 
1301 

Plorouns, 8 pi florets, L 217, 220 
Ploteren, p? pi fluctuate, waver, B 3 
p 11 227 

Plotery, adj fluttering, wavj, A 2883 
Plough, 2 pt 8 didst fly, B 4421 
Flour, 8 (i) flower, L 48, of alle -ftoures 
flour ^ flower of all floweis, i 4 , flower, 
1 e choice, A 4174 , choice part, A 982 , 
time of flouiishing, A 3048 (2) flour, 

R 356 

Plour-de-lys, s flenr-de-hs, lih^', A 238 
Ploureth, p? 8 flourishes, T iv 1577, 
blooms, 7 306 

Plourettes, s pi flowerets, buds, R 891 
Floury, adj flowery, 3 398 
Ploute, 8 flute, HF 1223 
Ploutours, pi flute-players, R 763 
Plowen, pi pi andpp ofFleef) 
Ploytinge, pres pt playing on the flute, 
A 91 

Pneseth, pr s breathes heavulv, puffs, 
snorts, H 62 

Po, 8 foe, enemy, B 1748, Foo A 63, 
Foon, pi B 3896 , Foos, pi B 2160 
Pode, 8 food, I) 1881, 1 137 
Poisoun, 8 plenty, abundance, R 1339 
Polde, 8 fold, sheepfold, A 512 
Polden, pp folded, T iv 359, 1247 
Poled, pp foaled, horn, D 1 345 
Polily, adv foolishly, B 2639 
Folk, s folk, people, A 12, 23 , sort, com- 
pany, 3 324 , pi companies, 3 278 
Polowed wel, followed as a matter of 
coinrse, 3 1012 , Folweth, tmp pi imi- 
tate, E 1189 

Poly, adi foolishly, 3 874 
Polye, 8 follv, foolishness, A 30^5 
Polyen, pr pi act foohshly, B 3 p 2 
100 

Pomen, pi foe-men, T iv 42 
Pomy, adj foaming, coveied with foam, 
A 2306 

Pond ^ pt 8 of Findo 
Ponde, V endeav'^our, R 1384, v attempt, 
try, E 283 , try to persuade, B 347 
Ponde, pt 8 8 uhj could find, 5 374 
Ponge, V receive, B 377 
Ponne, s fool (Northern), A 4089 
Font-ful water, fontful of water, B 357 
Pontstoon, 8 font, B 723 
Poo , see Po 

Poo, 8 foo’, for foot, A 3781 
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Fool, adj foolish, silly, E 125^ 

Fool, 8 fool, A ^?oo<? , jester, B 3271 , pi 
wicked persons, E 2278 
Fool-large, adj foolishly liberal, B 2789, 
2810 

Fool-largesse, s foolish liberality, I 813 
Foom, 8 foam, A 1639, Gr 564 
Foo-men, s pi foes, B 3233, 3507 
Foon, Foos , see Fo 
Foot, as pi feet, A 4124 
Foot-brede, s foot breadth, HF 2042 
Foot-hot, adv instantlj, on the spot, 
B 438 

Foot-mantel, s foot-cloth, ‘ safeguard ’ to 
cover the skirt, A 472 
For, prep for, A 486, &c , in respect of, 
5 336 > by reason of, R 1564 , for the 
sake of, B 4 p 6 190, for by my 
means, T 11 134 , for whtch^ wherefore, 
F 1525 , against, to prevent, in order 
to avoid, L 231 , for faylmg, to prevent 
failure, T 1 928 , in spite of, C 129 , foo 
al, notwithstanding, A 2020, fo^ my 
detlir^ were I to die for it, 4 186 to 
have for excused^ to excuse, A pr 31 
For, conj for, A 126, &c , because, 3 733, 
789 , in order that, B 478, F 102 
For to, mth tnfn in order to, to, A 13, 
78, &c 

Forage, s provision of fodder, E 1422, 
food, B 1973 , winter-food, as hay, &c , 
A 3868 

For-bede, v forbid, T 111 467, For- 
bedeth, pr s B 2774 , Forbet, for For- 
bedeth, pr « forbids, T 11 717 , in phr 
god f , or Crist f = God forbid, Christ 
forbid, T 11 1 1 3, 716, Forbad, pt « 
E 370 , Forbode, pp forbidden, E 2206 
Forbere, v forbear (to mention), A 883 , 
leave (him) alone, D 665 , spare, A 3168 , 
little consider, T 11 1660, Forbar,»pf 
8 forbare, T 1 437 , imp pi forgive, L 
80 

For-blak, adj extremely black, A 2144 
Forbode, s prohibition , goddes forbade^ 
it IS God’s prohibition (1 e God forbid), 
L loa 

Forbrak, i pt a broke off, interrupted, 
B4 p 1 7 

For-brused, pp badly bruised, B 3804 
Forby, adv by, past, L 2539 
Forbyse, ger to instruct by examples, T 
11 1390 (A false form , for forbi 8 ne{n), 
the former n being dropped by confusion 
with that in the suffix ) 

Force , see Pors 

Fororacchen, ger to scratch excessively, 
B 313. 


Porcutteth, p? s cuts to pieces, H 340 
For-do, V destroy, ‘do for,’ T 1 238, iv 
i68i , For-dide, pi 8 slew, L 2337, For- 
doon, pp overcome, vanquished, T 1 
523, ruined, T v 1687, destroyed, H 
290, slam, L 939 

Pordriven, pp dii-ven about, B r p3 71 
For-dronken, pp extremely drunk, A 
3120, 4150 

Pordrye, adj -verv dry, withered up, 
F 409 

Fordwyned, adj shrunken, R 3W) 
Fore, 8 path, trace of steps, D no, 
course, track, D 1033 A S JCn 
Poreyne, adj extianeous, B 3 p 3 73 
Poreyne, s outer chamber (or court- 
yard?), L 1962 

Porfered, pp exceedingly afiaid , for- 
feicd 0/ ~ \ erj afraid for, F 527 
Porfeted, pi 8 did wrong, I 273 
Forgaf, pt 8 of Foryeve 
Porgat, pi 3 of Foiy etc 
Forgift, 8 forgiyeness, L 1833 
Por-go, pp ovorwalkcd, exhausted with 
walking, HF 113 

Porgon, gei to gi\e up, forego, (better 
forgo), T iv 193, lose, R 1473, hoi goon, 
pp lost, B 2183 

Forheed, 8 forehead, R 860, Forheved, 
B I p 4 139 

For-hoor, ady ver^ hoary, R 356 
Porkerveth, p? 9 hews in pieces, H 340 
Porlaft, pp abandoned, C 83 
Forleseth, p? 8 loses, I 789 See For- 
lorn 

Por-leten, v abandon, give up, C 804 , 
yield up, B 1848 , Forlete, pi pi for- 
sake, I 93 , Forleten, pp abandoned, 
given up, HF 694 

Forliven, v degenerate, B 3 p 6 36, 
Forhvedjpp as adj degenerate, ignoble, 
B 3 m 6 13 

Forlorn, pp utterly lost, L 26O3. 

Porlese 

Forlost, pp utterly^ lost, T 111 280 
Porloyn, s note on a horn foi lecall, 3 
386 

Forme, 8 form, A 303, form, lair (of 
a hare), B 1294 

Forme-fader, « fore-father, first father, 
B 2293 

Formel, 8 companion (said of birds), 
5 Vh m 

Formely, adv formally, T iv 497 
Former, s Creator, C 19 
Former age, the Golden Age of old, 9 2 
Formest, adj sup foremost 3 890 
Fom-oast, pp premeditated, B 4407 
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Forneys, 8 furnace, A 202, 559 
For old, adj extremely old, A 2124 
Forpampred, pp exceedingly pampered, 
spoilt by pampering, 9 ^ 

For pyned, pp wasted away (by torment 
orpine), A 20s 

Fors, 8 force, A 2723 , no fors^ no matter 
no consequence, A 2723, B 285 , no force^ 
no matter, 18 s?, f^o /o') 3 is, it is no 
matter, T iv 322, no f 01 ce of, no matter 
for, IQ 13, no }o 7 8 of me, no mattci 
about me, 4 197 , theieof no fora, nevei 
mmd that, 3 1170, make no foia, pay 
no heed, H 68 , 1 do no tors, I care not, 
I) 1-54 , Ido no foi 8 thereof , it is nothing 
to me, 3 542 , doth no f 07 8 , takes no ac- 
count, I 711 , IL hat fors, what matter, T 
11 

Forsake, v deny, B i p 4 164 , leave, 
B 3431 , Forsook, 8 lorsook, 11 153^^} 
Foisaken, xw g^ve up, 

C 286 

Forseid, pp as adj afoiosaid, 5 120 
Forseinge, a prevision, T iv 989 
Foraliapen,pp mctamoiphosed, T 11 06 
For shright, pp exhausted with shriek- 
ing, T IV 1147 

For-sight, 8 foresight, T iv 9O1 
For-sleuthen, v vasto lu sloth, B 4286 
Forsleweth, pi s wastes idl>, I 683 
Forsluggoth, 8 spoils, allows (goods) 
to spoil, I 083 

Forsongen, pp tired out with singing, 
K OO4 

Forster, a forester, A 117 
Forstraught, pp disti acted, B 1295 
Forswor him, pt s was forbwoin, HF 
3S9 , Forswoie, pp falsely sv4>rn bj, Li 
23--, Foisworn, forsworn, L 9-“ 

Forth, adv forth, on, furthoi, onward, 3 
27 , D 1509, F 604, 603, 904 , forwaid, 
HF 20O1 , out, 3 332, contiimallj, F 
1081 , awa>, T 1 n8 , still, 4 148 , tlio 
f, thenceiorth, T 1 1076, foith to lou, 
le they proceed to l(^^o T ii 788 
Forther, adv more foiwaid, A 42-2, 
Further, (go) fuither, A 4117 
F or t here n, 1/67 tofuithoi,T v 1707 
Forthering, « fuitheiance, aid, L 69 a 
Forther-moor, adv furthei on, A 20O9 , 
hoithermoio, moreover, C 3*57 
Forther-over, adi moreovei , C 648 
Forthest, adj and adv luithest, B4 p6 
136 

For-thinke, v seem amiss, {01 here) seem 
seiious, T 11 1414 , pr 8 tmpers seems 
a pity (to mo), E 1906, Forthoughte, 
pt s 8nhj should displease, B 1671 


Forthren, ger to further, help, assist, 
L 71, 472, i6i8, ger to further, T \ 
1707 

Forth-right, adv straightforwardly, 
straightforward, 11 293 , F 1503 
Forthward, adv forwards, B 2O3, F 1169 
For-thy, adv therefore, on that account, 
A 1841, 4031 

Fortroden, pp trodden under foot, I 
190 

Fortuit, adj fortmtous, B 3 p 1 91 
Vortuna matoi, a name for the auspicious 
planet Jupiter, T 111 1420 (Or else, 
a cluster of stais near the beginning of 
Pisces , cf Dante, Purg xix 4) 
Fortunel, adj accidental, B 3 m 1 16 
Fortunen, v to give (good or b id) fortune 
to, A 417, Fortunest, 2 pr s renderest 
lucky or unlucky, A 2377, pt pi 
happened, chanced, 3 288 , pp en- 

dowetl by fortune, 4 i8q 
F ortunous, adj fortuitous, accidental, 
B I p 6 9 

For- waked, pp tired out with w atchmg, 

3 126 , B 596 

Forward, adv foremost, fist and f 
first of ;^1, B 2431 

Forward, a agreement, covenant, A 33, 
829 

Forwelked, adj withered, wrinkled, 
deeply lined, R 361 

Forweped, pp w eary, exhausted through 
weeping, 3 126 

Forwered, pp worn out, R 233 
For wery, adj very tiicd, 5 93 
Forwes, p/ furrows, 9 12 
For why, conj for what leason, T in 
1009 , wherefore, whj , HF 20 , because, 
3 401, 793 

For-witer, 8 foreknower, B 3 p 6 329 
Forwiting, 8 foreknowledge, B 4433 
For-wot, pr s foreknown, foresees, HF 
4*5 

Forwrapped, pp wrapped up, C 718, 
concealed, I 320 

For-yede, p< s ga\eup, T n 1^30 
Foryelde, r yield in return, itquite, E 
831 

Foryetelnesse, s forgetfulness, I 827 
Foryeten, v forgot, T 111 55 , p; a foi- 
gets, T 11 375, Forget, for Forgeteth, 
pr 8 forgets, R 61 , Forgat, i pt s 
forgot, C 919, For-yat, pt s T v 1335, 
For-yeten, pp forgotten, A aoji , Foi- 
geteii, pp B 2602 
Foryetful, adj forgetful, E 472 
Foryetinge, s forgetfulness, B 2 p 7 98. 
Foryeve, v forgn e, B 994 , Foiyaf, pt ^ 
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forgave, T m nap, i<J77, Forgaf, pt a 
L* i6a , Foryeve, pi pi L 1848 , For- 
yeven, pp forgiven, T 11 595 
Foxyifnesse, a forgiveness, B 396^ 
Fostreth, pr a cherishes, E 1^87, 
Fostred, pi a nourished, fed, kept, 
E 222, H 131 , pp nurtured, nourished, 

C 219 

Fostnng, s nourishment, D 184 
Fote, s toot, short distance, F 1177, dat 
L 2711 , to y, at his foot, L 1314 , 
on/, on loot, F 390 

Fother, a load, properly a cart-load, 

A <)3o, great quantity, A 1908 
Fot-hoot, adv hastily, immediately, 3 
375 

Foudre, a thunderbolt, HF <>3^ 
Foughten, pp fought, A 62 
Foul, a bird, F 149 , pi birds, L 37, 130 
Foule, adv vilely, I) 1069 , foully, 3 623, 

5 517 , evilly, A 4220 , shametullv, L 
1307 , hideously, D 1082 , meanly, R 
1061 

Fouler, adj comp ugher, D 999 
Fouler, a fowler, L 1 32 
Founde (1), get to found, T 1 1063 
Founde (2), v seek after, 7 241 , t pi a 
try, endeavour, 7 47 
Foundement, a foundation, HF 1132 
Foundred, pt a foundered, stumbled, 
A 2687 I 

Founes, a pi fawns, 3 429 , Fownes j 
(metajihortcally)^ young desires, T 1 46*; 
Fourneys, a furnace, B 3333 
Fourtenight, fourteen nights, a fort- 
night, T IV 1 ^27 
Fowel, a bird, A 190, 2437 
Foyne, pr a imp let him thrust, X 
2550 , pr a A 2615 , pr pi A 16^4 
Foyson, a abundance, plenty, A 3165 
Fraknes, pi freckles, A 2169 
Frame, ger to put together, build, T lu 

530 

Franchyse, a liberality, E 1987, noble- 
ness, F 1324 , privilege, I 452 
Frankeleyn, a franklin, freeholder, A 
33* 

Frankes, pi franks, B 1371, 1377 
Frape, a company, pack, T 111 410 OF 
frape^ troop 

Fraught, pp freighted, B 171 , han doon 
fr , have caused to be freighted 
Frayneth, pr a prays, beseeches, B 1790 
Free, adj liberal, generous, B 1366, 1854 , 
bounteous, liberal, 3, 484 , noble, beau- 
tiful, C 35 , profuse, lavish, A 4387 , aa 
a noble one, 6 104 
Freedom^ a liberality, L 1127, 


Freele, adj frail, fragile, 1 1078 
Preend, a friend, A 670 
Preendlicli, adj friendly, A 2680 
Preletee, a frailty, C 78, D 92 
Premede, adj foreign , Fremed [before a 
vmoel\ strange, wild , fremed and tame^ 
wild and tame, every one, T 111 529 , 
Fremde, foreign, F 429 A S fiemede 
Frenesye, a madness, D 2209 
Prenetyk, adj frantic, T v 206 
Prenges, pi fringes, D 1383 , borderings, 
HF 1318 

Prere, a friar, A 208, D 829 
Presshe, adv newly, L 204 
Presshe, v refresh, R 1513 
Fret, a ornament, L 215, 223, 228 
Preten, v eat (governed by aanqh), A 
5019 , pr 8 devours, R 387 , pt pi con- 
sumed, D 561 , Freten, pp eaten, de- 
voured, A 2068 , Frete, pp B 475 
I Fretted, pp adorned, set, L 1117 
I Preyne, v ask, question, T \ 1227, pf s 
B 3022 , pp G- 433 

Pro*^ prep from, A 44 , out of, 4 254 , to 
and fro, L 2358, 2471 
Pro^ges, pi frogs, R 1410 
From, prep from, A 128 , apart from, T 
iv I , from the time that, R 8^0 
Frosty, adj frosty, cold, A 268 , which 
comes in the winter, 3 364 
Prote, gci to rub, T 111 1113, pr s A 
3747 

Prothen, pr pi become covered with 
foam, A 1639 

Pro-this-forth, henceforward, T i\ 314 
Frounced, adj wrinkled, R 363 
Prounceles, adj unwrinkled, R 860 
Prount, a true countenance, B 2 p 8 7 
Pructuous, adj fruitful, I 73 
Fruit, a fruit, i 38 , result, F 74 
Pruytesteres, a pi fern fruit-scllers, C 

478 

Frye, v fry, A 383, D 487 
Pugitif, adj fleeing from (Lat profugus), 
HF 146 

Ful, a^j satiated, T 111 1661 , atte fulle, 
at the full, completely, A 631 
Pul, adv fully, F 1230, very, quite, B 
3306, F 52 , / many, very many, F 128 
PulfiUe, V fulfil, 6 17, Fulfelle (Kentish 
form), ger T 111 510 , Fulfuldest, 2 pt a 
didst satisfy, B 2 p 3 60 , Fulfilled, pp 
qiute full, L 54 

Fiilsomnesse, a coiiiousness, excess, F 

405 

Fume, a vapour, B 4114 
Fumetere, a fumitory, Fumana offict* 
nalta, B 4153 
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Fmnositee, s fames arising from drunk- 
enness, C 567, F 358 

Fundem«nt (i), a foundation, D 2103 , 
(2) fundament, C 950 

Funeral, adj T v 302 , funereal, A 2864, 
2912 

Furial, adj tormenting, furious, F 448 
Pune, a monster, A 2684 , rage, T v 
212 

Furlongs, pi furlongs, A 4166 , Furlong- 
wey, a short distance, B ‘557, Forlong- 
wey, a brief time (lit time of walking 
a furlong, 2 54 minutes), T iv 1237 
Purre, a fur, R 228 

Purred, pp furred, trimmed with fur, 
R 227, 408 

Purringe, a fur-trimmmg, I 418 
Further-over, moreover, 2 8«^ 

Purthre, ger to help, HF 2023 , pp ad- 
vanced, 7 273 

Fusible, adj capable of being fused, 
O856 

Fustian, a fustian, A 7'? 

Putur, adj future, T v 748 
Pyle, V file, smoothe by filing, 5 212 , 
Fyled, jjp A 2152 

Pyn, a end, R 1S58 , death, T 11 *^7, 
result, B 3348, 3884 , aim, E 2106 , object, 
T u 423, 111 553 , forfyn^ finally, T iv 
477 

Pyn, adj fine, strong, A 1472, of fyne 
fu 7 ce, of \ery need, T v 421 
Pyne, v finish, T i\ 20 , cease, end, T 11, 
1460 

Pynt, p? 8 finds, A 4071 , Fint, 0- 218 
Pyr, a fire, B 3734 , Fyr of Seint Antony, 
eivsipelas, I 427 

Pyr-makinge, a making of the fire, A 
2914 

Pysicien, a phjsician, B i p 3 4 
G 

Gabbe, to boast, prate, A 3510, ipr s 

he, speak idly, 3 1075 , Gabbestow, liest 
thou, T i\ 481 

Gabber, 8 liar, idle talker, I 89 
Gable, a gablo-end, A 3371 
Gadeling, a idle vagabond, gad-about, R 

938 

Gadereth, pr a gathers, A 1053 
Gaderinge, a gathering, B 2765 
Gaillard, adj joyous, merry, lively, A 
4367 

Galantyne, a a kind of sauce, galantine, 
9 16 , 12 17 

Galaxye, a the Galaxy, Milky Way, 5 
56, HF 936 


Gale, V Bing, cry out, D 8«)2 , pr a aubj 
exclaim, D 1336 

Galianes, a pi medicmes, C 306 S© 
named after Galen 

Galingade, a sweet cyperus, A 381 (A 
spice was prepared from the root of the 
plant ) 

Galle, a sore place, I) 940 
Galles, pi feehngs of envy, 9 47 
Galoche, a a shoe, F 555 
Galoun, a gallon, H 24 
Galpmg, p^ea pi gaping, F 35a 
Galwes, a pi gallows, B 3924 
Gamed, pt a tmpera it pleased, A 5341 
Gamen, a game, sport, T 11 38, m. 250; 
joke, jest, E 733 , amusement, fun, merri- 
ment, A 2286, 4354 
Gan, pt a of Gmne 
Ganeth, pr a yawneth, H 33 
Gape, V gape, gasp, B 3924 , Gapeth, pr, 
a opens his mouth, L 2004 , Gape [also 
Cape), pr pi gape, stare, A 3841 
Gapinges, a pi greedy wishes, B 2 m 2 
17 (Lat htatua) 

Gappe, a gap, A 1639, i64<> 

Gardin-wal, a garden-wall, A 1060 
Gardinward, adv gardenward , to the g , 
towards the garden, F 1505 
Gargat, a throat, B 4524 
Garleek, a gailick, A 634 
Garnement, a garment, R 896 
Garner©, a gamer, granary, R 1148 
Garnisoun, a garrison, B 2217 
Gas, pr a goes (Northern), A 4037 
Gastly, adv teriible, A 1984 
Gastnesse, a terror, B 3 p 5 29. 

Gat, a of Geten 

Gat-tothed, adj having the teeth fkr 
apart, A 468, D 603 

Gaude, a gaud, toy, pretence, T 11 351 , 
trick, C 389 , pi pranks, I 631 
Gaud^, adj d^ed with weld, A 2079 
gander, to dye with weld 
Gauded, pp furnished with beaus called 
gauda, A 139 (The bead or gaud was 
formerly called gaudee, from Lat unji. 
pi gaudete ) 

Gaure, v starej T u 1157, ger to stare 
gaze, A 3827 

Gay, adj finely dressed, A 74, iii , joyous, 
R 435 , wanton, A 37^*9 
Gaylard, adj lively, A 3336 
Gayler, a gaoler, A 1064 
Gayneth, pi a avails, A 1176 , pfi # pro- 
fited, T 1 352 

Gaytres beiges, berries of the gay-tree 
or gait-tree (goat-tree), bernes of the 
Ehamnna catharticaa^ or buokthom, B 
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4155 Called getMrs t) A, goat-berry-tree 
m Swedish dialects (Rietz) 

Oeaunt, s giant, B 1997, 3298 
Gebet, a gibbet, gallows, HF 106 
Geen, pp gone (Northern), A 4078 
Geeth, pr a goes, L 2145 
Generally, adv everywhere, T 1 86 
Gent, ddj rehned, exquisite, noble, B 
1905 , slim, A 3254 , fern gracefal, R 
1032 

Genterye, s nobility, magnanimity, B 
394, gentility, D 1146, gentle birth, I 
452 , rank, I 461 , sign of good birth 
I 601 

Gentil, adj gentle, refined, A 72 , gentle, 
worthy, B 1627 , excellent, A 718 , mild 
m manner, compassionate, A 647 , well- 
bred, Dm, beautiful, R 1081 , charm- 
ing, R 1016 

Gentillesse, a gentleness, noble kindness, 
courtesy, good breeding, L 610, 1010, 
1080 , A 920 , nobihty, B 3834 , gentility, 
D 1 109 , worth, E 96 , kindness, G 1034 ) 
condescension, B 853 , high birth, I 383 , 
slenderness, symmetry, F 426 , delicate 
nurture, E 393 

Gentillerte, adj aup noblest, E 72, 131 
Gentilly, adv gently, honourably, A 
3104 , courteously, B 1093 , frankly, F 
674 

Gentils, a pi gentlefolk, A 3113 
Geomancie, a divination by figures made 
on the earth, I 603 

Geometriens, a pi geometricians, B 3 
P 143 

Gere, a gear, armour, A 2180, equip- 
ment, A 4016 , property, B 800 , utensils, 
A 352 , apparel, A 365 , pi contrivances, 
F 1276 

Gere, a changeful manner, A 1372 , pi 
changeful ways, A 1331 
Gerful, adj changeable, T iv 286, A 
1338 Cf Gery 
Gerland, a garland, R 566 
Gerner, a gamer, A 393 
Gery, ddj changeable, A 1536 
Geese, V suppose, imagine, R 1115, 1 
a suppose, A 82, 117, B 34355 39 ^> 
Gessinge, a opinion, B i p 4 3*5 
Gest, a guest, HF 288 
Geste, a romance, tale, story, T n 83, 
lu 450 , tn geate^ m romance-form, like 
the common stock-stones, B 2123 , pi 
stones, D 642 , occurrences, T 1 145 , 
exploits, affairs, T u 1349, histones, 
history, B 1126, deeds, HP 1434 
Gestours, a pi stoiy-teUers, B 2036, 
Gestiouxs, HF 1198 


Get (jet), a contnvance, G 1277 
Geten, v obtain, get, L 2370 , beget, E 
1437 , Get, pr a procures, I 828 , Geto, 

2 pr pi asfut (ye) will get, 5 651 , Gat, 
pt 8 begat, B 713 , got, 7 206 , procured 
for, A 703 , Geton, pp gotten, obtained, 
A 291 , won, L 1733, begotten, L 1402 , 
han geten hem, to have acquired foi 
themselves, F t^6 

Gif, conj if (Northern), A 4181, 4190 
Glgges, pi rapid movements, HF 194- 
Giggmge,p?e« pt pi fitting with sti aj 
A 2304 From O F gutgue, a handle 
a shield 

Gilden, adj golden, 3 338 
Gilt, a guilt, offence, F 757, 1039 , pi sms, 
B 3015 

Giltelees, adj guiltless, innocent, A 1,12 
Giltif, adj guilty, T in 1019 
Gin, a contrivance, snare, G 1165, pi 
traps, snares, R 1620 
Ginge breed, a gingei bread, B 2044 
Gingere, a ginger, R 1369 
Ginglen, v jmgle, A 170 
Ginne, v begin, attempt, HP 20^)4 , Gan, 
I pt a began, T 1 206 , (aa auxiliary 
verb), did, R 734, 1129, Gonne, jd did, 
E 1103, HF 944, 1002, began, C 323 , 
Gonnen, pt pi began, 5 3^1 , Giinne, 
pt pi began, HF 1638 , did, HF 1384 , 
Gunnen, pt pi did, T 11 130 
Ginninge, a beginning, T 1 377 
Gipoun, a a short cassock or doublet, 
A 75, 2120 

Gipser, a pouch, purse, A 357 
Girdel, a girdle, A 358, 3230, central lino, 
or great circle, A 1 17 49 
Girden, gei to strike, B 3736 Piopeily 
to switch 

Girdilstede, a waist, R 826 
Girles, pi young people, whether male 
or female, A 664 

Girt, pr a girds, L 1773, pp girded, A ^29 
Giser, a gizzard, liver, B 3 m 12 47 
Giterne, a kind of guitar, cittern, A 3 ^ ^3 
Giterninge, a playing on the gittem, 
or cittern, A 3363 

Glade, gei to gladden, cheer, E 1174, 
ger to console, A 2837 , to rejoice, 3 687, 
Gladed, pt a cheered, T 1 u6 , imp a 

3 p may he comfort, E 822 , Gladetli, 
imp pi rejoice, 4 i 

Glader, a one that cheers, A 2223 
Gladly, adv fitly, 887 , willingly, F 224 , 
by preference, L 770 , that been gl uys'’, 
that would be thought wise, F 372 
Gladsoxn, adj pleasant, B 3908 
Glareth, pr a glistens shines, HF 27a 
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Glase, ger to glaze, furnish with glass, T 
V 469 To glaze one's hood — to provide 
with a useless defence 
Glasing, 8 glass-work, 3 327 
Glede, s burning coal, glowing coal or 
ashes, B in , coloured as the glede^ of 
a bright red, gules, B 3574 , pi glowing 
coals, L 235 See Gleed 
Gledy, adj glowing (as a coal), burning, 

L los 

Glee, 8 music, T 11 1036 , entertainment, 

B 2030 , pi musical instruments, HF 
1209 

Gleed, s glowing coal, L 733 
Glente, pi glanced, T iv 1223 
Glewe, V fasten, glue, HF 1761 
Gleyre, s white (of an egg), G 806 
Glide n,pi) o/Glyde 
Glimsmg, 8 imperfect sight, E 2383 
Gliteren, pr pi glitter, A 977 
Glood,pt 8 o/Glyde 
Glose, 8 glosing, comment, L 328 , F 
166, explanation, D 1792 , commentary, 
hence margin, 3 333 

Glose, ger to interpret, explain, T i\ 
1410, to flatter, B 3330, speak with 
circumlocution, E 2331 , persuade cun- ^ 
nmgly, T iv 1471, cajole, D 309, com- 
ment on, B 1180 
Glosmge, 8 explaining, D 1793 
Glyde, v ghde, A 1373, ascend, G 402 , 
slip, T IV 1213 , up gl ^ nse up gradually, 

P 373 , Glo6d, pt 8 went quickly, B 
2094 , Gllden, pp glided, passed, E 1887 
Gniden, pi rubbed, 9 ii From AS 
gnJdan 

Gnof, 8 churl (lit thief), A 3188 Mod E 
gonoph 

Gnow, pt 8 gnawed, B 3638 

Gobet, 8 piece, morsel, liagment, A 696 

God, 8 A 769 , God be with you, farewell, 

C 748, Goddes, God’s, Christ’s, B 1166, 
{pronounced gc^’s), D 1096 , Goddes, pi 
gods, false gods, 3 1328 
Godhede, 8 divinity, A 2381 
Godlihede, 8 beauty, T 111 1730 
Godsib, 8 sponsor, I 909 
Gold, 8 made of gold, B 1193 
Gold-bete, adorned with beaten gold, 
gilt, 7 24 Cf Y-bete 
Goldes, pi marigolds, A 1929 
Gold-hewen, pp hewn ot gold, cut out 
ot or made of gold, A 2500 
Goldlees, odj moneyless, B 1480 
Goldsmithrie, s goldsmiths’ work, A 
2498 

Golee, 8 gabble (ht mouthful), 5 566 
0 F golee 


Golet, 8 throat, gullet, C 543 
Goliardeys, a buffoon, scurrilous talker, 
A 360 

Gomme, 8 gum, L 121 
Gon, V go, proceed, P200 , walk, L. 1399 , 
move, A 2510 , lete it goon^ let it go, G 
1475 , to walk, 1 105 , move, F921 , roam, 
L 2f)66, Goost, 2 pr 8 goest, G 56, 
Goth, pr 8 goes, i 68 , Gwth about, 
seeks for, T 1. 1091 , Gooth, goes, B 385 , 
Geeth, L 2145 , Gas (Northern), A 4037 , 
Goon, pr pi proceed, go along, E 898 , 
Goon, pp gone, L 792 , B 17 , Go, pp 
gone, G 907 , Geen (Northern), A 4078 , 
Go, pi 8 8 ubj may walk, L 2069 , Go 
we, let us go, T 11 615 , Goth, imp pi 
go, B 3384 

Gonfanoun, 8 gonfanon, gonfalon, a 
sacred banner, R 1201 
Gonge, 8 privy, I 883 
Gonne, a missile, L. 637 , gun, cannon, 
HF 1643 

Gonne, -n , see Ginne, v 
Good, 8 property, goods, 5 462 , Godo, 
dat benefit, HF 1,58, property, wealth, 
L 2638 , Godes, pi go<>is, B 2605 
Goodlich, adj kind, bountiful, G 1033 
Goodliheed, 8 seemhness, T n 842 , 
goodly seeming, HF 330 , a goodly out- 
side, HP 274 

Goodly, adj kindly, B 2921 , excellent, 

! L 77, pleasmg, right, B 39^, portly, 

I B 4010 

' Goodly, adv patiently, T m 1035 > well, 
B2420, kindly, HF 365, reasonably, T 
ill 990, favourably, T 111,654, rightly, 
B 2860 

' Good-man, s master of the house, C 361 , 
householder, L 1391 
Goos, 8 goose, 5 358 , Gees, pi E 2275 
Goosish, adj goose-like, foolish, T ui 
384 

Goost, 2pr 8 goest, B 2301 
Goot, 8 goat, A 688, G 8^ 

‘ Gore, 8 ‘ gore ’ or gusset of a garment, B 
1979 , a triangular piece cut out, A 3237 
Goshauk, a goshawk, B 1928 
Gossib, s female companion, D 529, male 
(spiritual) relation, D 243 , Godsib, 
sponsor, I 909 

Gossomer, a gossamer, F 239. 

Gost, 8 spirit, ghost, HF 185 , soul, 1 56 , 
mind, L 103 , ghost (ironwidly), H 35 , 
the Holy Spirit, 1 93 1 G 328 , yeldeth 
up the goat, gives up the ghost, L 886. 
Gostly, Goostly, spmtual, I 393 
Gostly, adv spiritually, mystically, G 
109 , devoutlj, truly, T v. 103a 
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Goter, s gutter, channel for water, L 
2705 

Gouiie*olooth., s cloth to make a gown, 
D 2247, 22‘?2 

Govomaill©, 5 mastery, E 1192 , pi rules, 
B I p 6 32 

Qovernaunce, 8 management, control, 
rule, HF 945, 958 , providence, T 11 
467 , dominion, B 3541 , manner of 
action, F 311 , self-control, T n 1020, 
charge, care, 0 73, demeanour, T n 
219. 

Governe, t? control, T in 473 , imp pi 
arrange, regulate, B 14511, E 322 
Governeresse, & fern governor, ruler, 
mistress, i 141 , 2 80 
Governour, s ruler, umpire, A 813 , 
leader, L 1060 

Grace s favour, i 46 , mercy, F 999 , 
pardon, B 647 , good opinion, R 1169 , 
virtue, R 1099 , hir grace, her favour 
(1 e that of the Virgin), B 980 , ofqrcue, 
out of favour, in kindness, F i6i , 
8ory grace, an ill favour, HF 1790 , dis- 
favour, D 746 , harde grace, displeasure, 
5 65 , displeasure, disgust, D 2228 , 
severity, HF 1386, disfavour, misfor- 
tune, T 1 713 , ill luck (x. e a curse upon 
him), G 665 , Graces, pi thanks, B2994 
Gracelees, adj unfavoured by God, G 
1078 , out of favour, T 1 781 
Grame, s anger, grief, harm, 7 276 
Grange, s barn, granary, A 3668 
Grant mercy, best thanks, G 1380 
Grapenel, s grapnel, L 640, 

Gras (i), 8 grass, R 1419 
Gras (2), 8 grace, B 2021 
Graspe, v grope, T v 223 
Gras-tyme, 8 time of eating grass, time 
of youth, A 3868 

Graunges, pi granges, bams, granaries, 
HF 698 

Graunt, s grant, R 831 
Graunt mercy, best thanks, G 1136 
Graonten, v grant, B 1483 , fix, name, 
E 179 , pt 8 assented to, L. 2665 , pt pi 
consented to, A 786 
Grave, 8 A 2778 , pit, L 680 
Graven, v engrave, F 830 , Grave, v dig , 
doth she gr , she causes to be dug, L 67S , 
bury, E 68i , to engrave, C 17 , Graven, 
pp engraved, graven, HF 193 , buned, 
L 785, Grave, i)2> graven, HF 137 
Grayn, » dye , in grayn, m dye, 1 e dyed 
of a fast colour, B 1917 
Graythie, ger to clothe, dress, B 584 
Grace, s grease, A 135 
Chredy, adj greedy, ready, T. m 1758 


Gree (i), 8 favour, good part, R 42 , good 
will, 18 73, tngree, favourably, T u 329 
Gree (2), s degree, rank, L, 1313 , supe- 
riority, A 2733 
Greef, 8 grievance, D 2174 
Greet, adj great, 3 954 , prmcipal, B 1181 , 
voc B 1797 , jpi L 929, luxuriant, C 37 > 
a greet^ a great one, A 339 , Grete, de/ 
adj as 8 , the chief part, L 574 
Grehoundes, 8 pi grej hounds, A 190 
Greithe, v prepare, B 3784 
Grene, adj aa a , green colour, R 573 , A 
103 , green clothing (the colour of in- 
constancy), 21 7, green place, green 
space, F 862 

Grenehede, v greenness, wantonness, B 

I 163 

Grenning, 7)?^ part grinning, R 136 
Gres, 8 grass, T u 515 , pi grasses, HF 

Grete, v greet, imp 3 L 2299, Grette, 
1 pt 8 L n6 

Gretter, adj comp greater, A 197 
Grevaunce, a grievance, trouble, hard- 
ship, B 2676 , complaint (against us), 
I 63 , discomfort, 3 203 , affliction, 10 
47 , pi distresses, T 1, 647 
Greve, s grove, T v 1144,7?? A 1495, 
boughs, sprays, L 227 
Greve, ger to harm, R 1042 , feel vexed, 
grumble, T 1 34^ y pr 8 grieves, 

harms, A 917 , tmpers it vexes, E 647 
Grevous, adj grievous, pamful, T v 
1604 

Greyn, 8 gram, com, A 396 , gram (dye), 
B4649 , in qreyn, of a fast colour, F 311 , 
Greyn de Paradys, grams of paradise, 
R 1369 , Greyn, gram (of paradise), 
cardamom, A 3690 

Greythen, pr pi prepare (themselves), 
get ready, A 4309 , ger to adorn, clothe, 
I dress, R 584 IceL greida. 

Griffon, 8 griffin, A 2133 
Grille, adj pi horrible, R 73 
Grim, adj angry, A 2042 , fierce, A 2519 
Gnmnesse, s horror, I 864 
Grinte, pt 8 grinned, D 2161 
Grintinge, « gnashing (of teeth), I 208 
Grisel, 8 name given to nn old man, 
whose hair IS gray (lit old horse), 16 33 
Grisly, adj horrible, terrible, awful, 
A 1363, 1971 , very serious, T n 1700 
Qrobbe, v dig, gmb (up), 9 29 
Grome, a man , gr and wenche, man 
and woman, HF 206 , pi men, B 200 
Gronte, pt 8 groaned, B 3899 
Grope, V try, test, examme, A 644 , ger 
to search out, E 1817 
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Gr6t, 8 particle, atom, D 1292 
Q-rote, 8 groat, (Dutch) com, C 94'; 
Grounded, pp well instructed, A 414, 
founded, T iv 1672 
Groyn (i), « (a swine’s) snout, I 156 
Groyn (2), s murmur, T 1 ^49 
Groyning, 8 murmuring, A 2460 
Grucche, v murmur, T 111 64^ , ger to 
grumble, D 44^ 

Grucching, s grumbling, complaining, 
murmuimg, D 406, I 499 
Gruf, adv on their faces, grovellingly, 
in a grovelling posture, A 949, B 1865 
Cf Icel d gruju^ face downwards 
Grypen, ger to grasp, K 204 
Grys, adj gray, G ‘559 , pomely gri/s, 1 e 
dapple gra-y 

Grys, 8 a gray fur, A 194 The fur of 
the gray squirrel 

Guerdon, 9 lecompense, meed, reward, 
H 1526 , him fo ^ , as a reward for him, 
L 2o«;2 

Guerdone, v reward, I 28^ , jf>jp B 2462 
Guerdoning, 8 reward, 5 4'y^ 

Gyde, s guide, A 804 , ruler, G 45 > 
guide, wielder, «? 136 

Gyde, ger to direct, lead, T 1 18^ , to 
guide, T 111 i8it, pi pi conduct, T 
11 1104 

Gyderesse, 8 conductress, B 4 p i 9 
Gyding, s guidance, T v 64^ 

Gye, t; guide, A iq'jo, E 1429, conduct 
(myself ), L 204'? , govern, A 3046 , rule, 
B 3587 , instruct, control, B 1280 , gei 
to guide, T V <^46 , to regulate, I 13 , 
08 tvisly he gye, so verily may he guide, 
2^ 8 

Gyle, 8 deceit, A 2*^96 , trick, T m 777 
Gylour, 8 beguiler, trickstei, A 4321 
Gyse, 8 guise, way, A 66^ , manner, 
E 789, A 1208, 1789, custom, A 993, 
way, plan, T iv M70 
Gyte, 8 dress, perhaps skirt or mantle, 
A 39*54 , pi D sso Cf gyde in J amieson s 
Diet , whore the sense is dress, skiit, 
or mantle Gascoigne uses gite in the 
sense of dress m his Philomcna, 1 117 
‘ A stately Nimph, a dame of heauenlv 
kinde, Whose glittermg gite eo glimse i 
m mine eyes ’ 

H 

Ha I ha ’ tnteij B 4S71 
Haberdassher, 8 seller of hats, A 361 
Habergeoun, « a hauberk or coat of 
mail, A 76, 2119 

Habitaole, a habitable space, B 2< p 7 
59 , Habitaycles, pi niches, HF 1 194 


Haboundaunt, pree pt abounding, B 

3 p 2 32 

Habounde, v abound, B 3938, E 1286. 
Habundant, odj abundant, E 39 
Habundaunce, a plenty, B 2322 
Habjhien, pr pi inhabit, K 6bo 
Hooches, pi hatches, L 648 
Hailes, pi hail-storms, HF 967 
Hainaelins, 8 pi short jackets, I 422 
O F hamselin, hamcellin, a sort of robe , 
cf G lleind, shirt 
Haire, 8 hair-shirt, E 438 
Hakeney, 8 old horse, E 1137 , G 539. 
Halde, ]ip held, esteemed (Northern), A 
4208 

Hale, v draw, attiact, 5 151 , pr 8 

draws back, i 68 

Half, 8 side, HF 1136, behalf, T ii. 
1734, Halfe, dot 5 125, on my halfe, 
from me, 3 139 , a goddes halfe, on 
God’s side, in God’s name, D 50 , Halve, 
dot side, part, T iv 94s , sides, 
A 3481 

Half-goddes, pi demi gods, L 387 
Half-yeer age, of the age of halt a year, 
A 3971 

Holiday, 8 holidaj , A 3309, 3340 
Halke, 8 corner, R 464 hiding-place, 
L 1780, nook, F 1121 pi G 311 
Halle, 8 hall, A 333, dming-ioom, T 11 
1170, parlour, B 4022 
Halp, 8 o/Helpo 
Hals, 8 neck, HF 394 , B 73 , cut the hala, 
cut in the throat, L 292 a 
Halse, 1 pr 8 I conjur<', B 1835 
proper meaning of A S heahian 13 to 
clasp round the neck (A S heals), and 
thence to beseech, supplicate 
Halt, pi a of Holde and Halten 
Halten, qei to limp, T iv 1437, Halt, 
pi 8 goes lame, 3 622 
Halve goddes, pi demigods, T iv 
i* 54 ‘> 

Halvendel, s the half part (of), T v 

33*5 

Halw^en, ger to hallow , I 919, 

Halwes, pi saints, B loOo, apostles, 3 
831 , shrines of saints, A 14 
Haly-dayes, pi holj days, festivals, A 
3932, I 667 

Ham, 8 home (Northern), A 4032 
Hameled, pp cut off, T n. 964. (It 
refers to the mutilation of d^gs that 
were found to ho pursuing game 
secretly They were mutilated by 
cutting off a foot ) A S Itameltan, to 
mutilate 

Hamer, a hammer, A 2508 



52 




Hampred, pp liampered, burdened, R 

1493 

Hand, s hand, A 108 , in hts hande^ 
leading by his hand, L 21^ 
Handebrede, s hand’s breadth, A ^811 
Handwerk, a cieatnres, things created, 
D 1562 

Hangeth, pr a aafut will hang, R iq^, 
Heeng, pt a hung, A ^2^0 , Heng, pt a 
hung, R 224, 240 , (which) hung, R 
1883, hung down, T 11 689, Hanged, 
pp hung round, A 2568 , hung, T 11 3*^^ 
Hap, a chance, E 2037, Inck, success, 
B 3928, G 1209 , good fortune, 3, 1039 j 
h other grace^ a mere chance or a 
special fa\our, 3 810, pi occurrences, 
3 1279. 

Happe, V happen, befall, A ^8«;, h how 
h may^ happen what may, T \ 796 
Happen, p7 a auhj (it) may happen, L 

78 

Happy, adj lucky, T 11 621 
Hard, adj hard, A 229 , of hard, with 
difficulty, T u 1236, dfif cruel, 6 106, 
F 499 , with h grace, with displeasure, 
severity (see Grace) 

Harde, adv tightly, A 3279 
Hardely, adv boldly, R 270 , unhesitat- 
ingly, 6 118, scarcely, R 4, certainly, 
HF 3 «J 9 

Hardiment, a boldness, T iv ^33 
Hardinesse, a boldness, A 1948, B 3210, 
fool-hardiness, B 2508 , insolence, I 438 
Harding, a hardening, tempering, F 243 
Hardn^sse, a cruelty, 4 232 , hardship, 
1688 

Hardy, adj bold, A 405, sturdy, F 19, 
rash, B. 1038 

Harie, ger to drag, I 171 , Haned, pp 
pulled forcibly, A 2726 
Harlot, a a person of low birth, servant- 
lad, D 1754, nbald, A 647, rogue, 
rascal, A 4268 , Harlotes, pi thieves, 
pick-pockets, R 191 (Used of both 
sexes ) 

Harlothre, a ribaldry, A 3143, wicked- 
ness, D 1328, evil conduct, E 2262 , pi 
ribald jests, A 561 

Harm, a harm, 3 492, A 383, broken 
harm, occasional injury, petty annoy- 
ance, E 1425 

Hameised, pp equipped (lit harnessed), 
A 114 

Hameys, a armour, A 1006, gear, ar- 
rangement, I 974, fittings, A 2896, 
harness, I 433 , provision, B 136 
Harpe-atringes, pi harp-stnngs, HF 
777 


Harping, a playing on the harp, A 266 
Harpour, a harper, T 11 1030 
Harre, a hinge, A 350 AS heorra 
Harrow' tnterj help’ A 3286 OF haio 
Harwed, a harried, despoiled, A 3312, 
I) 2107 (Alluding to the harrying or 
harrowing of hell by Christ ) A S 
hergtan 

Hasard, a dice play, C 463, 391 
Hasardour, a gamester, C 390 
Hasardrye, a gaming, playing at hazard, 
C 390 

Hasel-wode, a hazel wood, 1 e no new s 
(see below), T v 303, 1 174 , j)l hazel- 
bushes, T 111 890 (Hazel woods shake, 
1 e that IS no news, it is of 110 us to 
tell me that ) 

Haspe, a hasp, A 3470 
Hast, hast thou (so) i A 4208 
Hast, a haste, T 111 1438 
Hasteth, imp pi make haste, I 72 
Hastif, adj hastj, A 3343 
Hastifnesse, a hastiness, B 2312 
Hastow, 2 a hast thou, A 3333 
Hateful, adj hateful, I) 366 , odioas 
(Lat odtbtle), D 1 193 
Hateredes, a pi hatreds, B 4 m | 2 
Haubergeons, a pH hauberks, I 1052, 
i «54 

Hauberk, a coat of mail, A 2431, B *033 
Haunche-bon, a thigh-bone, A ^803 , 
pi liaunch-bones, A 3^79 
Haunt, « abode, B 2001 , ‘ limit, usual 
resort, A 232 c , use, practice, skill, 447 
Haunteth, pi a habitually uses, T v 
1556, 18 used to, A 4392, practises, C 
347 , p? pi resort to, I 885 , practise, 
I 780, 847 

Hauteyn, adj proud, stately, 3 262, 
loud, C 330 , Hautem, haughty, 1 614. 
Haven, v have, T lu 1463 , Han, v F 36 , 
keep, retain, C 725 , take away, C 727 , 
obtain, G 234 , possess (cf ‘ to have and 
to hold ’), B 208 , Hast, 2 pr a hast 
thou so? A 4268, Hath, pi a has, 
L 2700, Han, i pr pi have, L 28, 
2pr pi A 849 , Han, pr pi E 188, 381 , 
possess, A pr 24 , Hadde, i pt a pos- 
sessed, 2 34 , Hadde, pt a had, L 1839 , 
had, possessed, E 438, took, E 303, 
Hade (used for the nme), pt a A 334, 
617 , Hadden, pt pi had, kept, E 201 , 
Hadde, pt pi L 1841 , I hadde level , I 
would rather, B 3083 , Have, imp a 
take, F 739 , Have doon, make an end, 
3 492 

Havinge, a possession (habendi), B 2. 
ni 5 33 
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Hawe, (i), 5 haw, yard, enclosure, C 8<^«; 
Hawe, (2), 8 haw (fruit of dog-rose), D 
659 , With halve hake^ with baked haws, 
1 e with coarse fare, B 95 
Hay, 8 hedge, R *54 
Hayl, interj hail ’ A 3«579 
Hayt, inteij come up ’ D i‘)4^ 

He, j!?ron he, A 44, &c , used jfor it, G867, 
868 , that he, that man, HF 2069 , He 
he, this one that one, «; 166 , He and 
he, one man and another, T 11 1748 , 
Him, dat and acc himself, A 87 , Him 
or here, him or her, HF 100^ , him 
semed, it seemed to him, he appeared, 
B 3361 , Hem, pi dat and acc them, 
An, hem seemed, it seemed to them, 
they supposed, F t;6 
Hed, pp hidden, L 208 
Hede, a heed, A 303 , tak h , take care, 
I 47 

Hede, v provide with a head, T 11 1042 
H^dd, 8 head, A 198, 293, 45*;, source, 
16 43 , beginning, F 1282 , on hi 8 h , 
at the risk of his head, A 1723 , malgie 
htr hede, in spite of all they can do, 
4 220 , mau(free htr heed, m spite of all 
she could do, D 887 , maugre thyn heed, 
in spite of all thou canst do, B 104 , 
Hedes, pi heads, or first points of signs, 
A 1 17 20, IIo\edes, heads, B 2032 
Heef, 8 o/Heve 
Heeld, pf s o/Holde 
Heelp,pf 8 o/Helpe 
Heeng, pt s o/Hange 
Hd^p, 8 heap, 1 e crowd, host, A 575 , 
OTeat number, crowd, T iv 1281 
Hidr, 8 hair, R 549 , Hores, pZ HF 
1390 

Heer, adt heie, B 1177, Heer and ther, 
never long in one place, G 1174, her 
and thei, hither and thither, B 5 p 

Heer^agayns, p? ep against this, I 668 
Heer-biforn, adv here-before, before 
this, F i«;35 

Heer-forth, adv in this direction, D 1001 
Heer-xnele, s the thickness of a hair, 
a hair’s breadth, A 11 38 17 
Heeste, s commandment, 1 845 
Heet, pZ 8 o/Hote 
Hegge, 8 hedge, T v 1 144 , pZ B 4408 
Heigh, adj high, A 316, ^22 , great, A 
1798, lofty, B 3192, learned, E 18, 
severe, B 795 , Heighe, def 0 633 , in 
h and lotve, in both high and low 
things, 1. e wholly, A 817, B 993 
Heighe, adv high up, T iv high, 
B 4607 , an heigh, on high, F 849, 


Heighly, adv strongly, T 11 1733 
Helde, v hold, retain, I) 272 See Holde 
(the usual form) 

Helde, pt pi poured out, HF 1686 
(Better than ‘ held ’) See Hielde 
Hele, s health, L recovery, well- 

being, I 80, prosperity, L 296 A S 
hdelu 

H 61 e, dat heel, T i\ 728 
Hele, V conceal, B 2279 , pp hidden, B 
4243 A S helan 

Helelees, adj out of health, T \ 1593 
Helen, v heal, 11 4 , pp A 2706 
Helle, 8 hell, 4 120 , L 2, 6 
Helpe, 8 helper, assistant, L 1616 
Helpe, V help, A 238 , H of, cureof, A632, 
Hoelp, 1 pt 8 helped, A 4246, Heelp, 
pZ a B 920 , Halp,pZ 8 A 1651 , Helpeth, 
imp pi L 68, Holpe, pZ 8 subj helped, 
R 1230, Holpen, pp helped, aided, 
F 666 , healed, A 18 
Helply, adj helpful, T 'v 128 
Hem, them , see He 
Hemi-spere, hemisphere, T iin 1439 
Hem-self, pron pi themselves, B 145 , 
Hem-selven, F 1420 

Hen, 8 hen, A 177 , (as a thing of small 
value), B 1112 

Hende, adj courteous, polite, gentle, 
A 3199, 3272, 3462 
Henne, adv hence, T 1 372 
Hennes, adi hence, T v 402 , now, HF 
1284 

Hennes-forth, adv henceforth, R 701 
Hente, v catch, I 355 , seize, A 3347 , 
acquire, get, A 299 , circumvent, T iv 
1371 , dtde her fot to hente, caused her 
to be seized, L. 2715 , Kent, pr 8 seizes, 
catches, T i\ 5 , Hente, pr «. aubj 
may seize, G 7, Hente, pt 8 caught, 
took, A 957, caught away, B 1144, 
seized, caught hold of, T 11, 924 , grasxied, 
C 23c , took forcibly, E 334 , took in 
hunting, B 3449 , lifted, G 205 , pt pi 
seized, A 904, caught, R 773, pp 
caught, A 1581 

Henteres, 8 pi filchers, B i p 3 89. 
Hdpe, 8 hip, the fruit of the dog-rose, B 
*937 

Hepen, pr pi augment, B 3 p 2 46 , pp 
accumulated, T iv 236 
Her, Hir, pron po 88 their, B 136 A.S 
heora, htra, of them , gen pi of k?, he 
Heraud, 8 herald, A 2333 
Heraude, ger to proclaim as a herald 
does, HF 1376 

Herber, s gaiden, T 11 1705 arbour, L. 
203 
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Herbergage, 8 a lodging, abode, A 4329 , 

B4179 

Herbergeours, a pi harbingers, pro- 
viders of lodgings, B 997 
Herberwe, or Herberw, a harbour, A 
403 , inn, A 76*5 , lodging, slielter, A 
4119 , dwelling, position, F 103 
Herberwe, ger to shelter, B 491 , Her- 
berweden, pt pi lodged, B 2 p 6 75 
Herberwing, a lodging, sheltering, A 

43^2 

Her-bifom, adj before this time, L 73 , 
a while ago, 3 1136 

Her-by, adv with respect to this matter, 
D 2204 , hence, HF 263 
Herde, a shepherd, Gr 192 , keeper of 
cattle, A 603 

Herde-gromes, pi herdsmen, HF 1223 
Herdes, pi coarse flax, ‘ hards,’ K 1233 
Herdesse, a shepherdess, T 1 653 
Here, pron her, B 1260 , &c 
Here, poas pron her, T 1 285 , &c 
Here, adv here, in this place, on this 
spot, T V 478 (Dissyllabic ) See Heer 
Here, v hear, A 169 , Keren, v HF 879 , 
Herestow, 2pr 8 hearest thou, A 3366 , 
Herth, pr a hears, L 327 a, Herde, 
pt 8 heard, A 221 , Herdestow, heardest 
then, A 4170, Herd, pp heard, 3 129 
Here-agayns, against this, A 3039 , Here 
ayems, in reply to that, T 11 1380 
Here and howne, T iv 210, perhaps 
gentle and savage, 1 e one and all 
(doubtful) Cf /Sre, gentle, in Strat- 
mann , and A S Jliina, a Hun 
Hene, v praise, T 111 1672 , Henest, 
2 pr 8 worshippest, B 3419 , pr 8 B 
1 155 , pt pi worshipped, L 786 , pp B 
872 A S herian 

Herke, imp a hearken, E 1323 , Herketh, 
imp pi J> 1636 

Herknen, v hearken, listen, I 81 , ger 
to listen to, 3 732 , Herkne, v G 1006 , 
ger B 3139,^^ a listened to, A 4173, 
Herkned, pp listened, B 630, h 
expected, F 403 

Heme, a comer, F 1121 , pZ G 638 
Heraeys, a armour, A 2496 , pi sets of 
armour, A 1630 

Heroner, a falcon for herons, T iv 413 
Heronere, adj used for flying at herons, 
L. 1120 Said of a falcon 
Heronsewes, a pi hemshaws, young 
herons, P 68 Beronsew is derived, 
regularly, from A F heromicel, later 
herorm^au , a diminutive from heroun^ 
like Uoncel from hon 
Herse, a hearse, 2 15, 36 


Hert, a hart, 3 351 , 5 ^95 
Herte, a heart, A 150, 229 , dear one, T 11. 
1096 , courage, 3 1222 , Hertes, gen 
heart’s, i 164 , Herte, gen T 11 443 , 
Herte rote, root (bottom) of the heart, 
B 1026 , myn hertes^ of my heart, 4 57 
Herte, pt e hurt, 3 883 
Herte-blood, heart’s blood, A 2006, C 902 
Hertelees, adj heartless, without heart, 
T V 1594 , deficient m courage, B 4098 
Hertely, adv heartily, A 762 , thoroughly, 
L 33 , earnestly, 3 1226 , truly, 3 83 
Herte-rote, a loot ol the heart, depth of 
the heart, L 1993 

Herte spoon, a ‘ the conca\e part of the 
breast, whore the ribs unite to form 
the cartilage ensiformis ’ (Tyrwhitt), A 
2606 

Hert-hunting, a hunting of tlie hart, 3 
1313 

Herth, pr a heareth, L 327 a 
Hertly, adj heartfelt, honest, L 2124 , 
hearty, E 176, 502, F 5 
Heryinge, a praising, I 682 , praise, B 
1649 , glory, T 111 48 

Heste, a command, commandment, be- 
hest, B 382 , promise, F 1064 , Heeste, 
commandment, I 843 
H^te, a heat, B 1308, passion, 4 127, 
heat, hut put for surge, B i m 7 4 
Hete, V jiromise, \ow, 6 77, p? a subj 
promise, A 2398 , i p? a B 334 , Hette, 
pt 8 4. 183 bee Hote 
Heterly, adv fiercely, L 638 
HSthen, adv hence (Northern), A 4033 
Hethenesse, a heathen lands, A 49, B 
1112 

Hething, a contempt, A 4110, Ictl 
heeding 

Hette, pt 8 heated, inflamed, 3 143 
Hette, pt 8 promised, 4 183 See Hote 
Heve, V heave, lift, A 330, gei to use 
exertion, labour, T 11 i;*R9 , pr s lifts 
up, B 3 m 3 18 , Haf, pt a heaved, A 
3470, HeefjpZ a lifted, B i pi 19 
Heved, a head, HF 3';o , beginning, A 
11 16 3 , Hevodes, pi B 2032 
Heven, a heaven, A 319, the celestial 
sphere, B 3300 , supreme delight, F 338 , 
beautiful sight, T 11 637 , Hevene, gen 
heaven’s, D ii8i, G 542 
Hevenish, adj heavenly, HF 1395 , of 
the spheres, 4 30 

Heine th,pr pi weigh down, B 5 m5 16 
Hevy, adj heavy, B 229 , sad, 4 12 
Hewe, (i) a hue, colour, complexion, 
A 394, 1364 , outward appearance, mien, 
D 1622 , pretence, C 421 
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Hewe, (fl), 8 (household) servant, domes- 
tic, E iy%% A S hlioa 
Hewed, adj coloured, E. 213 
Hey, 8 hay, A 3262 , grass, B 3407 
Hey ' inter j hey’ L 1213 
Heye, adj def high, A 1 16 n 
Heyghte, s height, A 11 22 8 
Heyne, s wretch, G 1319 
Heynous, adj heinous, odious, T 11 1617 
Heyre, adj hair, made of hair, C 736 
Heyre, 8 hair-shirt, G 133 
Heysugge, s hedge-sparrow, s 612 
Heyt, inter j come up, D 1561 
Hider, adv hither, 4 165 
Hidous, adj hideous, A 3';2o, terrible, 
horrible, dreadful, A 1978, B 4383 , ugly, 
R 138 

Hidously, adv terribly, A 1701 
Hielde, pr s suhj pour out, shed, B 2 
m 2 2 (Lat fundat) 

Hierdes, female guardian, protectress, 
T 111 619 See Herdesse 
Hight, Highte , see Hote 
Highteth, p'* a adonis, gladdens, B i 
m 2 23 

Hild, pt 8 bent, inclined, 3 393 
Hinde, s hind, 3 427 
Hindre, v hinder, R 1039 
Hmdreste, superl hmdmost, A 622, 
Hipes, pi hips, A 472 
Hit, (i), pels pron dot and acc ^ to her, 
her, A 126, B 162, &c 
Hir, (2), po 88 pron her, A 120, B 164, &c 
Hit (3), gen pi of them , Hir aller, ot 
them all, A 586 , Hir bothe, ot both ot 
them, B 221 

Hir, (4),pos8 pi on their, A ii, B 140, &c , 
Her, B 333 f>, 

Hir thankes, with their good will, wil- 
lingly, A 2114 
Hires, hers, 5 482, 388 
Hirma, a hernia, I 423 
His, gen maac his, A 47, 30, &c , nout 
its, 1 178 , T 111 1088, V 1379, 

Mars his ot Mars, L 2393 
His thankes, with his goodwill, willingly, 
A 2107 

Historial, adj historical, C i 3 () 

Hit,pro7i it, 2 117 , Hit am I, it is I, 3 186, 
L 314 , Hit weren, they were, HF 1323 
Hit, pr a hides, F 511* JJtt is a con- 
tracted form, equivalent to hideth 
Ho, interj hold ’ stop ’ B 3937 
Ho, 8 exclamation commanding silence, 
A. 2533 , stop, cessation, T 11 1083 
Hoohepot, 8 hotch-potch, mixture, B 

2447 

Hoke, dat o/Hook. 


Hoker, a scorn, frowardness, A 3965 
A S hocor 

Hokerly, adv scornfully, I 584 
Hold, 8 possession, B 4064 , grasp, F 167 , 
keeping, D 399 , fort, castle, B 507 
Holde, V keep, preserve, !> 1144 ? hold, 
keep, B 41 , continue, go on with, T 11 
963 , restram, 7 309, 310 , keep to (see 
Proces), F 658 , Holden, v hold, keep, 
F 763, keep, F 1163, thmk, consider, 
L 837 , do than holde herto, keep to it 
then, 3 734 , Holde up, hold up, 2 24 , 
Holde his pees, hold his peace, B 4625 , 
Holde, 1 pr 8 consider, deem, G 739 , 
Holdest, 3 pr 8 acconntest, L 326 , 
Halt, pi 8 holds, 1 1 16 , T v 348 , 
keeps, T 11 37 , holds fast, T m. 1636 , 
considers, G921, esteems, I) 1185, per- 
forms, 3 621 , remains firm, 10 38 , 
Holt, pr 8 holds, T m 1374, Holden, 

2 pr pi keep, L. 2500 , Holde, 3. pr pi 
esteem, deem, T v 1339, Heeld, i pt 8 
considered, E 818 , He^d, pt 8 held, A 
173 , took part, A 3847 , esteemed, C 625 , 
ruled, B 3518 , Holden, pp esteemed, 
held, A 141 , considered, E 203 , observed, 
F 1587 , esteemed, L 1709 , bound, T u. 
241 , niade to be, C 958 , Holde, pp 
esteeified, A 1307 , bet for thee have holde^ 
better for thee to have held, 5 572, 
Hold up, mp pi hold np, A 783, 
Holdeth, imp pi keep, B 37 , consider, 
A 1868 

Holdinge in hondes, cajolery, HF 

692 

Holly, adv wholH, T 111 143 
Holm, 8 evergreen oak, A 2921 
Holour, 8 lecher, adulterer, D 234 
Holpe, -n , see Helpe 
Holsom, adj wholesome, T 1 947 , heal- 
ing, 5 206 

Holt, 8 plantation, A 6 
Holt, jpr 8 holds, T 111 1374. 

Holwe, adj hollow, G 1263 
Holwe, adv hoRow, A 289 
Horn, adv homewards, F 635 
Homicyde (i), a man-slaver, E 1994 
Homicyde (2), manslaughter, murder, 
C644 

Hond, 8 hand, A 193, 399 , Beren him on 
h , make him belie' « i\ 1404 , Bere 

on h , accuse (of), , Bar on h , 

made (them) believe, x) 380 , Bar him 
on h , assured him, T lu 1 154 , Holden 
in h , retain, cajole, T 11 477 , Holde 
in h , T 111 773 , deludo with false hopes, 

3 Joic) 

Honest, adj creditable, A 246 , honoor- 
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able, worthy, B 1751 , seemly, decent, 
0 328 , luxurious, E 2028 
Honestee, s honour, L 1673 , goodness, 
B3IS7, honourableness, 2 40, womanly 
virtue, C 77 

Honestetee, a honour, E 422 , modesty, 
1 429 , neatness, 14^1 
Honestly, adv honourably, B 14^4 , 
nchly, E 2026 

Honge, V hang, A 2410 , be hung, C 790 , 
do me h ^ cause me to be hanged, T 1 
833 , 2pr pi subj hesitate, T 11 1242 
Hony, 8 honey, A 2908 , beloved one, 
A 3617 

Hony-conab, a term of endearment, 
sweet one, A 3698 

Hony-swete, sweet as honey, E 1396 
Hoodless, adj without a hood, 3 1028 
Hook, 8 hook, T V 777 , sickle, B 3 m 1 
3 , crosier, D 1317 

H 661 , adj whole, T 1 961 , sound, I) 
1370 , un wounded, F 1 1 1 1 , perlect, G 
HI, 117, restored to health, L 2468, 
entire, 3 554 

HOol, adj 08 adv wholly, T 1 1053 , al 
hool^ entirely, T ui 1013 
HooUy, adv wholly, R 1163 
Hoolnesse, a integrity, B 4 p 6 202 
Hoolsome, adj wholesome, B 2285 
Hoolsomnesse a health, B 2303 
H66m, a 08 adv homo, homewards, L 
1619 

Hoomlinesse, a domesticity, E 429 , 
familiaritj”, B 2876 

Hoomly, adj belongmg to one’s house- 
hold, E 1785 

Hoomward, adv homeward, T 111 621 , 
Homward, A 2956 

H66r, adj hoary, white-haired, grey- 
headed, A 3878 
Hoors, adj , see Hors 
Hoost, a army, A 874 
H66t, adj hot, L 914 , fervent, I 117 , aa 
8 5 380 , Hote, def hot, 3 266 , vora- 
cious, 5 362 , (as epithet of Aries, which 
mduced heat of blood), F 51 
Hope, a expectation, O 870 
Hope, I pr 8 fear, A 4029 
Hoper, a hopper, A 4036, 4039 
Hoppe, V dance, A 4375 
Hoppesteres, pi dancers , used aa adj , 
dancing, A 20fp^ 

Hord., a hoard, treasure, C 773 , store (of 
apples), A 3262 , treasure-house, 1 821 , 
avance, 13 3 
Hore, pi o/Hoor, adj 
Horn, 8 horn, T 11 642 , (musical instru- 
ment, used metaphorically), H 90 , pi 


drinking-horns, A 2279 , horns (of the 
moon), T v 632 

Horoacopo , tn horoscopo^ within that part 
of the sky considered as the ascendent, 
A 11 4 14 

Horowe, adj pi foul, scandalous, 4 206 
Cf A S horuj, filthy 

Hors, a hors, A 168 , the ‘ horse,’ a namo 
for the little wedge that passes through 
a hole in the end of the ‘pyn,’ A 1 14 
7 (Arabic alpheraz^ the horse) , Hors, pi 
A 74, 

Hors, adj hoarse, 3 347 , Hoors, T i\ 
1147 AS hci 8 

Horsly, adj like all that a horse should 
be, F 194 

Hose, a hose, covering for the feet and 
legs, A 3933, a 726 , Hosen, pi A 456 , 
Hoses, pi A 3319 

Hospitallers, a pi knights hospitallers, 
I 891 

Hoste, a host (of an inn), keeper of a 
lodging, A 747 Often spelt oste 
Hostel, a hostelry, HF 1022 
Hostelrye, a hostel, inn, \ 23 
Hostiler, a innkeeper, A 241 , pi ser- 
vants at an inn, I 440 
Hote, adj , see Hoot 
Hote, adv hotly, A 97, 1737 
Hote, V command, promise , also, be 
called, E 38 , Hoten, v be called, D 144 , 
Hote, 1 p 7 a command, HF 1719 , 
Hight, pt a 08 pr 8 19 called, L 417, 
Highten, pt pi as pr pi are called, L 
423 , Hight, jd 8 was named, L 723 , 
Highte, pt a was called, was named, 
E 388, 743, 1 pt 8 was called, A 4336 , 
I pt 8 promised, 17 5 , Highte, pt a 
promised, T v 1636 f 2 pt pi promised, 
E 496 , Hatte, pt a aa pr 8 la called, is 
named, T 111 797, Hatte, pt pi were 
called, were named, HF 1303 , Hette, 
I pt 8 promised, 4 185 , Heet, pt a was 
named, HF 1604 , (who) was called, P 
1388 , Hetd {for Heet), 3 200 , Hoten, 
pp called, A 3941 , Hight, pp promised, 
T 11 492 , named, HP 226 A S hdtan 
The parts of the verb show great con* 
fusion 

Hottes, pi baskets carried on the back, 
HF 1940 0 F hotte 

Hound, a dog, T 111 764 
Houndfish, a dogfish, E 1825 
Houped, pt pi whooped, B 4590 
Hous, a house, A 232, 343 , to hotia, to 
a reception by, L. 1346 , Hous and boom, 
house and home, H 229 , Hous by hous, 
to each house in order, D 1765 , a house- 
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hold, F 24 , a ‘ mansion ’ of a planet (m 
astrology), F 672 , a ‘ house ’ or portion 
of the sky (in astrology), B 304 The 
whole celestial sphere was divided into 
twelve equal portions, called homes^ hy 
six gieat circles passing through the 
north and south points of the horizon , 
two of these circles being the meridian 
and the horizon A house^ when used 
for a ‘ mansion,’ is a sign of the zodiac , 
thus Aries was the mansion of Mars 
H6usbonde, s husband, B 2241 
Housbondrye, s economj’^, A 4077 , 
household goods, D 288 
Housled, pj) made a recipient of holy 
communion, I 1027 

Hove, V hoA er, dwell, T 111 1427, j)? pi 
wait in readiness, hoyer, 1/ 1196 , X)t 8 
waited about, T v 33 
How, intetj ho ’ A 3437, 3^77 
Howne, savage (?), T iv 210 See Here 
Howve, 8 hood, T 111 773, Setto his 
howve, set (awry) his hood, make game 
of him, A 3911 

Humanitee, a kindness, E 92 
Humbely, adv humbly, T v 13^4 
Humblely,ady humbly, T 11 1719, L 156 
Humblesse, a meekness, A 1781, B 163 
Humbling, a low growl (lit humming), 
HP 1039 

Humme, ger to hum, T 11 1199 
Hunte, a huntsman, A 2018, 2628 
Hunter, a huntsman, A 1638 
Hunteresse, a fern female hunter, A 

2347 

Hurlest, 2 pr a dost hurl, dost whirl 
round, B 297 

Hurt, pr a liurteth, hurts, T v 330 
Hurtleth, p) a pushes, A 2616 , pr pi 
dash together, L 638 
Husht, pp hushed, silent, L 2682 , Hast, 
aa tmp a be silent, A 3722 
Hy, adj high, A 306 , Hye, dat HP 1133 , 
great, E 1 35 , Hye weye, dat (the) high 
way, mam road, A 897 
Hyde, v hide, A 1477, 1481 , lie concealed, 
P 141 , Hydestow, hidest thou, D 308 
Hit, pr a hides, P 512 , Hidde, i pt a 
hid, P 39*?, Hod, pp hidden, L. 208, 
Hid, pp hidden, R. 1398 
Hye, adv high, ^oft, HP 905 , L 1200 , 
loudly, 3 305 , proudly, T u 401 
Hye, V hasten, hie, A 2274, G 1131 , h ?n«5, 
make haste, G 1084 , ger to bring 
hastily, p 291 , to hasten, HP 1658 , Hy 
thee, tmp a rejl G 1295 
Hye, a haste, only m i)hr tn hye^ in 
haste, T il 88, 1712 


Hyene, a hyaena, 10 35 

Hyer, adj higher, upper, HF 1117 

Hyne, a hmd, servant, peasant, A 603, 

C 688 AS Mna 

Hyre, a hire, A 307 , reward, 1 103 , pay- 
ment 1 ) 1008 , ransom, T iv 506 

I 

I“, common prefix of past partiaplea , see 

Y- 

Icched, pp itched, A 3682 
Ich, pron I, T 1 678, 111 1818 
I-comen, pp come, T 111 1668 
Idus, a pi ides, P 47 
Ignotum, a an unknown thuig, G 1437 
Lat an unknown thing, comp 

ignotiua^ a less know n thing 
I-graunted, pp granted, T iv 663 

I- halowed, pp view -hallooed ('of the 
hart), 3 379 

l k, I, A 3867, 3888 

ll, adj evil, A 4174 (A Northern word ) 

II- hayl, bad luck (to you\ A 40S9 (A 
Northern form ) 

like, adj same, very, A 64, 173, that 
tike, that same, B 3663 , tike aa^^ie, very 
same, L 779 

Imaginatyf, adj , No thing list him to 
been imaginatyf - it did not at all 
please him to miagine, he did not care 
to think, F 1094 

Imagining, a plotting, A 1995, fancy, 
18 36 

Imperie, a government, rank, B 2 p 6 13. 
Impertinent, adj irrclo\ant, E 34 
Impes, pi grafts, scions, B 3146 A S 
tmp 

Impetren, pi pi impetrate, ask for, B 5 
p 3- 223 

Importable, adj insufferable, B 3792, E 
1144 

Impossible, adj impossible, T 1 783 , 
as a , thing impossible, D 688 
Impressen, v imprint, T 111 1543 , im- 
print (themselves), find an impression, 
1578) pr pi make an impression 
(upon), G 1071 

Impressioun, a remembrance, F 371 , pL 
notions, HP 39 

In, a dwelling, house, A 3547, 3622 , mn, 
B 4216 , lodging, B 1097 
In, prep m, A 3, &c , into, B 119 , =:come 
witliin, 20 6 , on, I 105 , against, I Ch)^ 
In manus tuaa, into Thy hands (I commend 
my spirit), A 4287 

In pnnetpio, m the begmning, i 254, B 
4353 of St John, 1. i 
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Inde, adj indigo, dark blue, E. 67 
Indetenmnat, adj not marked upon the 
Astrolabe, A u 17 rubric 
Indifferently, adv impartially, B 5 p 3 
142 

Induracioun, s hardening, G 855 
Inequal, adj unequal, A 2271 , Inequales, 
pi of varymg length , houres inequales, 
hours formed by dividing the duration 
qf daylight hy twelve^ A u 8 i 
Infect, adj of no effect, A 320 , dimmed, 
B 4 m 5 12 

In-fere, adv together, B 328, D 924 Orig 
in fere, in company 

Infortunat, adj unfortunate, unlucky, 
inausjncious, B 302 

Infortune, 8 mislortune, ill fortune, T 

111 1626, IV 18^ 

Infortuned, pp ill-starred, T iv 744 
Infortuning, a unlucky condition, A in 
4 43 

Ingot, 8 a mould tor pouring metal into, 
G 1206, 1209 

Inhelde, imp a pour in, infuse, T 111 44 
Injure, a injury, T 111 1018 
In-knette, pt a knit up, drew in, T ui 
1088 

Inly, adv inwardly, intimately, ex- 
tremely, greatly, T n 140 , exquisitely, 
3 276 

In-mid, prep amid, HF 923 
Inmortal, adj immortal, T 1. 103 
Inne, dat of In, a 
Inne, adv m, withm, T 1 387, 821 
Inned, pp housed, lodged, A 2192 
Inobedience, a disobedience, I 391 
Inobedient, adj disobedient, I 392 
Inordinate, adj unusual, I 414 
Inpacienoe, a impatience, B 2734 
Inpacient, adj impatient, B 2730 
Inparfft, adj imperfect, B 3 p 10 18 
Inplitable, adj intricate, impracticable, 
B I p 4 90 

Inpossible, a impossible thmg, F 1009 
Inset, pp implanted, B 2 p 3 19 
Inspired, jip quickened, A 6 
Instable, adj unstable, E 2037 
Instance, s suggestion,! 11 1441, urgent 
request, E i6n 

Intendestow, dost thou intend, T v 478 
Intervalle, a interval, B 2724 
In-til, prep unto, as far as, K 624 
Into, prep unto, B 2423 
Intresse, a interest, 10 71 
In-with, prep withm, in, B 1794, 2159, 
E 870 1394, is86, 1944 
Jpooras, a kind of cordial dnnk, E 1807 
Named after Hiiipocrates. 


Ipocrite, a hypocrite, B 414 
Ire, a irritability, B 314 , quickness of 
temper, I 665 , anger, A 1997 
Irons, adj angry, B 2313, D 2014 
Irreguler, adj a sinner against his orders, 
I 782 

Is, I pr a am (Northern), A 4031, 4045, 
4202 , 2 pr a art (Northern), A 4(^9 
Issest, 2 pr a issuest, B 3 p 12 168 
Issue, 8 outlet, vent, T v 203 
It am I, it IS I, A 173O 
I-wis, adv certainl\, truly, verily, 6 48 

J 

Jade, s a jade, i e miserable hack, B 
4002 

Jagounces,jpZ garnets (or rubies), B 1117 
Jalous, adj lealous, A 1329 
Talousye, s jealousy, A 3294 
Jambeux, a pi leggings, log-armour, B 
2063 From F jambe, the leg 
Jane, s a small com ot Genoa, B 192!:, 
E 999 

Jangle, v chatter, prate, T ii 606 
Janglere, a stoiy-teller, jester, babbler, 
A 360 , talkati\e i)erson, H 343 
Jangleresse, a (female) chatterbox, 
prattler, D 638 

Janglerye, a gossip, Tv 735, talkative- 
ness, B 2232 

Jangles, a pi idle pratmgs, HF i960, 
disputes, aiguments, D 1407 
Janglinge, a chattering, idle talking, 
I 649 

Jape, a jest, trick, A 3390, 3799, 4201 , jest, 
foolish conduct, D 1961 , laughing-stock, 
HF 414 

Jape, V jest, T 1 929, ger to jest, L. 
1699 , H 4 , Japedest, 2 pt a didst jest, 
T 1 508, 924 , pp tricked, A 1729 
Japere, a jester, T 11. 340 , mocker, I 89 
Japene, a buffoonery, I 651 , jesting 
mood, E 1636 

Jape-worthy, adj ridiculous, B 5 p 3. 
148 

Jargon, a talk, E 1848 
Jargoning, a jargoning, chattering, B. 
716 

Jaunyce, « jaundice, E 305 
Jeet, a jet, B 4051 

Jelous, adj jealous, suspicious, 4 140 
Jet, a fashion, mode, A 682 
Jeupardyes, a pi problems (at chess), 
3 666 

Jewerye, a Jewry, Jews’ quarter, B 1679. 
Jo, u take effect, come about, T. ui 33. 
0 F joer (F jouer\ 
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JogeloTir, 8 juggler, D 1467 , jpl E 764 
Jogelrye, s jugglery, F 126^ 

Jolif, adj joyful, merry, E X09, A ^355 , 
in good spirits, B 4264 , jovial, E. 435 , 
frisky, A 4154 , pretty, E 610 
Jolily, adv merrily, A 4370 
Jolitee, 8 sport, amusement, merriment, 
A 1807 , joviality, jollity, mirth, E 616 , 
enjoyment, F 344 , comfort, A 680 , 
excellence, H 197 , happiness, HF 682 
Joly, adj full of merriment, D 4S6 , 
jolly, joyous, E 620 , delightful, L 176 , 
festive, B ii8t; See Jolif 
Jolyer, ad'i cnmp liandsomer, F 927 
Jolyf, see Jolif 

Jolynesse, s festivity, F 289 , amusement, 
D 926 

Jolytee , see Jolitee 
Jompre, iwi) s jumble, T 11 1037 
Jordanes, chamberpots, C 
Jossa, down here, A 4101 OF jos^ 
down , fu, heie 

Jouken, v slumber, T v 409 O F 
joqmer^ jouquier, < 5 tre on repos, jucher 
Journee, 8 day’s -work, E 379, day’s 
march, A 2738 , journej', F 763 
Jowes, 8 pi jaws, B i p 4 107 (wheie 
the Latin text has fauctbus), jaws, 
jowls, HF 1786 (riming yith cloiL€ 8 ^ 
claws) 

Joynture, s union, B 2 p 5 <51 
Jubbe, 8 vessel for liolding ale or wine, 
A 3628, B 1260 (It held 4 gallons ) 
Judicial, adj judiciil, A ii 4 ‘?o 

Judicial astrolog^i pretended to forecast 
the destinies of men and nations , 
natural asti ology foretold natural events, 
such as the weather and seasons 
Juge, 8 judge, A 814 , umpire, A 1712, 
18(14 

J uge, 8 judge , but an error for yinjr, 
a >oko, I 898 Jieluil is explained to 
mean ‘ absque lugo,’ m the Vulgate 
Juge, I pi 8 judge, decide, 5 629, pp 
HF 3?7 

Jugement, a judgement, decision, A 778 , 
opmion, B 1038 , sentence, 3 431 
Juggen, V judge, T 11 21 , deem, T 
v 1203, judge ye, T lii 1312 

Juparte, 2 pr pi jeopaid, imperil, en- 
danger, T IV 1 366 

Jupartye, a jeopardy, peril, hasard, T n 
463, 772 0 F jeu paiti (Lat tocus 

partitu 8 \ a divided game 
Just, adj just, exact, correct, D 2090 
Juste, V joust, tourney, tilt, A 96, 2004 
Justes, 8 pi 08 8 ing a joustmg^match, 
A 2720. 


Justing, 8 jousting, L 1115 
Justyse, 8 judge, B 665, C 289 
J ustyse, 8 judgement, condemnation, i 
142 , admmistration of justice, C 587 
Juyse, 8 justice, judgement, B 795, sen- 
tence, A 1739 0 F jutae 

K. 

Kalender, a calendar, almanack, A 1. 
II I , hence^ a complete record of 
examples, L. 542 , pi 1 7^ 

Kalendes, 1 e bteginnmg, introduction, 
T V 1634 (Because the Kalends fall 
on the Jirst of the month ) 

Karf, 8 ofKerve 
Kaynard, s dotard, D 235 O F catgnaid^ 
cagnard^ sluggardl 
Kecche, v catch, clutch, T in 1375 
Kechil, 8 small cake, D 1747 O R coecil^ 
small cake 

Keep, 8 care, heed, notice (only in the 
phrase take keep) , tak keep, take notice, 

I> 431 

Keep, tmp a take care ’ mind ’ A 4101 
Kek’ tnterj (represents the cackle of 
a goose), 5 499 

Kembe, ger to comb, E 399, pr s E 
2011, Kembde, p< a F 360, Kempte, 
pt 8 A 3374, Kembd, pp combed, 
trimmed, A 2143 

Kempe, adj pi shaggy, rough, A 2134, 
Cf Icel kampr, beard, moustaches, 
whiskers of a cat , and see Camp, 8 (4) 
in the New E Diet 

Ken, 8 km, kmdred, men, 3 438 (A 
Kentish form ) 

Kene, adj keen, eager, 21 6, cruel, 10. 

27 , bold, B 3439 , sharp, A 2876 
Kene, adv keenly, 6 03, 11 3 
Kenne, v discern, HF 498 
Kepe, V take care (of), A 130, keep, 
preserve, L 384 , i pi a care, L. 1032 , 
intend, T 1 676 , regard, reck, A 2238 , 
I kepe han^ I care to have, G 1368, pr 
8 8ubj may (He) keep, F 889, pt a 
E 223, retained, A 442, took care of, 
A 415, 512, B 269, tmp 8 take caxo’ 
A 4101 , tmp pi keep ye, B 764 
Kepe, 8 heed (only in the phrase take 
kepe or take Keep ) , I take kepe^ 3 6 
Keper, a keeper, 1 e prior, A 172 
Kerchief, finely woven loose covering, 3 
272 , kerchief, B 837 

Kers, a crei»s, thmg of small value, 
A 3756 

Kerve, v oar\e, cut, T 11 3213, F 158, 
Karf, pt 8 carved, A 100 , cut, B 3647, 
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3791 , Corven, pp cut, A 2696 , carved, 
HF 1295 , slashed, A 3318 
Kerver, a carver, A 1899 
Kerving, a carving, A 1925, cutting, 
crossing over, A i 19 4 
Kerving-toles, s pi tools to cut with, T 
1 632 

Kesse, v kiss, E io!>7 , Keste, a P 350 
(A Kentish form ) See Kissen 
Kevere, v to recover, T 1 917, pp 
covered, HP 273, 352 

Keye, a (> 1219 , key {tn place 0/ rudder), 
B 3 p 12 80 Chaucer has translated 
clauo (rudder), as if it were claue (kej) 
Kicbenes, pi kitchens, D 869 
Kid, Kidde , see Kythen 
Bake, v kick, D 941 

Eamelin, a a large shallow tub, A 3‘)48, 
3621 

K!m, a kindred, B 268 , aom ki7i, of some 
kind, B 1 137 , allcs kinnea^ ot every kind, 
HP 1530 

Kinde, a nature, R 412, 1699, race, 
Imeage, stock, D 1101 , seed, I 965, the 
natural world, HP 584 , natural bent, 
P 608, 619 , natural disposition, HP 43 , 
natural ordinance, 3 494 , kmd, species, 
5 174 , ofk^hy nature, naturally, P 
768 , pi sorts, HP 204 
Kinde, adj kind, A 647, natural, HP 

834, 836 

Kinde, adv kindly, 7 267 
Kindely, adj natural, HP 842 
Kindely, adv by nature, D 402 , natur- 
ally, HP 832 

Bandenesse, a kindness, 4 298, lo^c, 
devotion, ll 665 

Banges note, the name of a tune, A 3217 
Banrede, a kindred, B 2358 , relations, 
A 12S6 , birth, A 2790 , family, L 2094 
Kirtel, a kirtle, A 3321 A kirtle usually 
means a short skirt with a body 
Kissen, v kiss, L 761 , Kiste, pt pi R 
788 , ktat they been^ they have kissed 
each other, B 1074 See Kesse 
Kitte, a cut, B 600, 1761 
Knakkes, a pi tncks, 1 652 , contemptible 
ways, 3 1033 

Knarre, a a thickset fellow, stuidy churl, 
A 349 

Knarry, adj gnarled, A 1977 
Blnave, a boy, servant-lad, page, R 886 , 
man-servant, servant, Jj. 1807 , peasant, 
D iipo , Knave child, male child, B 715 
Bjuansh, adj rude, H 205 
Knede, v knead, A 4094, Knedon, pp 
kneaded, R 217 
Bnet, IKnette , see Kmtte 


Knettinge, a chain, B 5 p i 39 
Knightly, adv bravely, B 2t>83 
Kmtte, ger to knit, I 47, 2 pr a rejl 
joinest (thyself), art in conjunction, B 
307, Knit, pp L 89, conjoined, 3 381, 
agreed, F 1230 , wedded, P 986 , joined 
m love, 4 50 , Knet, pp R 1397 
Knittinges, pZ connections, B 3 m 3 18 
Knobbes, pi large pimples, A 633 
Knoppe, a bud, R 1702 
Knotte, a knot, gist of a tale, P 401, 407 
Knotteles, adj without a knot, T v 769 
Knotty, adj covered with knots, A 1977 
Knowe, dat knee, T 11 1202 
Knowe, v know, A 382 , Knowestow, 
thou knowest, A 3136, Knewe, 2 pt a 
knewest, 10 21, Knew pt a A. 240, 
Knewe, 1 pt a aubj could know, F 466 , 
Knewe, pf pi D 1341 , Knewe, pf a aubj 
were to know, R 282 , Knowen, pp 
known, L 421 , shown, B 2702 , Knowe, 
pp known, L 138. 

Knowing, a knowledge, R 1699 , 
consciousness, 6 114 

Knowmge, adj conscious, B 3 p ii 168, 
Knowinge with me, 1 e my witnesses, 
B I p 4 30 

Knowlecheth, p/ a acknowledges, B 
2964 

Knowleching, a knowing, knowledge, 
G 1432 , cognition, B 3 p 5 3 
Konnmg, a cunning, skill, P 231 
Konmnge, adj skilful, T 1 30- 
Kukkow ’ znt cuckoo ’ 3 499 
Kyken, pr pi peep, A 3841 , pp gazed, 
A 3443 Icel kikja, Swed kika 
I Kyn, pi kine, cows, B 4021 
' Kyndely, adj natural, 3 761 
Kyndely, adv naturally, by natuie, 3 
778 

Kyte, a kite (bird), A 1179 
Kythe, v shew, show plainly, display, 
P 748, declare to be, 7 228, shew, 10 
63 , pr a shews, L 304 , Kiddo, pt a 
shewed, T 1 208, Kid,pp made known, 
L 1028 , known, 9 46 , Kythed, pp 
shewn, G 1054 , Kythe, pr a aubj may 
shew, B 636 , Kyth, imp a shew , T iv 
338, display, T iv 61 qi HP, 528, 
Kytheth, tinp jd 4 298 


Ii 

Iiaas , see Las 

Labbe, a blab, tell-tale, A 3309 
Labbing, prea part blabbing, babbling, 
E 2428 

Label, a the narrow revolving rod or 
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rule on the front of the astrolabe, A i 

22 I 

ILaborous, adj laborious, D 1428 
liaoche, 8 snare, springe, II 1624 
liace , see Xias 
jLaced, pp laced up, A 3267 
Lacerte, 8 a fleshy muscle, A 27«53 
Ijache, adj lazy, dull, B 4 p 3 132 
ILacliesse, s laziness, I 720 
ILacinge, 8 lacing, tvtt 7 i layneies I , -with 
the fastening up of straps, A 2304 
ILad, Ladde , see Lede 
Xiade, ger to load, co\or, T 11 1=^44. 
Lady, gen lady’s, A 88, 695 
Laft, Lafte , see Leve 
Iiak, 8 want, detect, lack, 3 958 , blame, 
dispraise, L 298 a , Bakke, dat lack, 
want, 5 87, 615 , loss, P 430 , acc fault, 
E 2199 

Lake, s a kind of fine white linen cloth, 
B 2048 The word probably was im- 
ported from the Low Countiics, as 
laken is a common Dutch word for 
cloth or a sheet 

Lakken, v find fault ■with, disparage, 
blame, K 284, pr 8 lacks, B 1437, pr 
8 imper8 lacks, rue Hack, 2 105 
Xiakking, a lack, stmt, K 1147 
Lambish, adj gentle as lambs, 9 <0 
Lampe, a lamina, thin plate, G 764 
F lame^ a thin plate, Lat lamina 
Lange, adj long (Northern), A 4173 
Langdur, a weakness, i 7 , slow star\a- 
tion, R. 214 , B 3397 , languishing, R 
304 , sickness, F 1 101 
Languissbe, v fail, HF 2018 
Xiapidaire, a treatise on precious stones, 
HF 1332 

Lappe, 8 told, lappet, or edge of a gar- 
ment, F 441, G 12, lap, A 686, a 
wrapper, E 385 

Lappeth, pr a enfolds, embraces, 4 76 
Large, adj large, A 472, 733 , great, I 703 , 
wide, broad, R, 1331 , liberal, bounteous, 
R 1168 f at hta I , tree (to speak or to be 
silent), A 2288 , tree to move, HF 743 , 
at our I , free (to go anywhere), D 322 
Large, adv liberally, i 174 
Largely, adv fully, A 1908, in a -v^ide 
sense, 1 804. 

Largenesse, a liberality, 1 1051 
Largesse, s liberality, R 1130, bounty, 
B 2465 , liberal bestower, i 13 
Xias, 8 lace, snare, entanglement, L 600 , 
not, A 2389 , Laos, lace, 1 e thick string, 
A 39a , band, G 574 , lace (i e laces), R 
843 , ijace, snare, entanglement, 18 50 
Lasse, adj comp less, R nS, lesser. 


A 1756 , smaller, B 2262 , less (time), 
A 3519 , laaae and inoie, smaller and 
greater, 1 e all, E 67 , the lasae^ the 
lesser, R 187 

Lasse, adv less, 3. 927 , the laa^ the less, 3. 
673 

Last, 8 pi lasts, 1 e burdens, loads, 
B 1628 A S hlcest, a burden, load, 
a ship s freight 

Laste, adj last, 10 71 , atte I , at last, 3 
364 , lastly, A 707 

Laste, V endure, 4 226 , Last, pr s lasts, 
E 266 , Laste, pt a lasted, B 1826 , 
delayed, L 791 

Late, adj late, het than never ta late^ 
G 1410 , ttl now late, till it was already 
late, 3 43 

Late, -n, let , see Lete 
Lathe, a bam (Northem\ HF 2140, 
A 4088 Icel hla^a 
Latis, 8 lattice, T 11 613 
Latitude, a (1) breadth, A \ 21 43, 
(2) the breadth of a climate, or a line 
along which such breadth is measured, 
A 11 39 42, (3) a^trowoiatcai, the angular 
distance of any body from the ecliptic, 
measured along a great circle at right 
angles to the echptic, A. pr 110, 
(4) terrestrial, the distance of a place 
N or S of the equator, E 1797 
liatoun, 8 latten, a compound metal, 
like pinchbeck, contammg chiefly 
copper and zinc, A 699 
iLatrede, adj tardy, dawdhiig, I 718 
A S latrcede 

Latter, adv more slo-v^ly , I 971 
Laude, a praise, honour, HF 1575, pi 
lauds, a service held at 2 or 3 a m , A 

Laughe, v laugh, A 474, Laugheth 
smiles on account of, A 1494, Lough, 
atrong pt a laughed, R 248 , Laughede, 
vxakpt pi R 863 
Iiaunce, v rear, HF 946 
Launcegay, a a kind of lance, B 1942, 
201 1 Originally ot Moorish origm 
Launoheth, pr a pushes, lets shde, 
D 2143 

Xiaunde, a a grassy clearing (called dale 
5 ) glade, plain surrounded 

by trees, A 1691 
Laure, a laurel-tree, HF 1 107 
Ijaureat, adj crowned with laurel, B 
^8«6, E 31 

liUtirer, a laurel-tree, 5 182 
Laurer-orouned, laurel-crowned, 7 43. 
Lauriol, a spurge-laurel, Daphne jLum- 
7€ola, B 4*53 
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liaus, ad'j loose, B 4 p 6 147 
liaveu, ger to exhaust, B 4 p 6 14, 
Laved, pp drawn up, B 3 m 12 125 
A S lafian 

Lavender, s laundress, L 
Laverokkes, p? slv> -larks, E 66 j 
L avours, pt basins, D 287 
Laxatif, adj as s looseness, A 27^6 , s 
laxative, B 413^ 

Lay (i), a song, lay, B 1959 , Laves, ^>7 
songs, F 710, 712, 947 

Lay (2), 8 law , hence belief, faith, T 1 
340 , creed, L 336 

Layneres, pi straps, thongs, A 2304 

0 P lamere , mod E lanyard 
Layser, s leisure, T 11 227 
Lazar, 8 leper, A 242 

LecEe, 8 physician, A 3904, C 916 
Lechecrait;, 8 art of medicine, T i\ 436 , 
skill of a physician, A 2743 
Lecher, 8 healer, B 4 p 6 238 
Lechour, a lecher, B 1933 
Lede, v lead, T 1 239 , carry, T iv 1314 » 
lead, take, L 2021 , draw, R lOoS , 
govern, B 434 , lead (his life), R 1321 , 
lead,R, 1129 , Lede, qer to lead, spend, F 
744 , to guide, R 400 , Let, jf>r a leads, 
T in 882 , Ladde, pt e led, E 381 , 
brought, 7 39, earned, L 114, con- 
ducted, B 3747 , continued, R 216 , 
Ladden, pt pi led, R 1310, Ledden, 
pt pi ^ 2 , Ladde, pt pi B 3920 , Lad, 
pp led, L 1108, 1948, brought, A 2620, 
conducted, A 4402 , earned, L 74 
Leden, adj leaden, G 728 
Ledene, « (dat ) language, talk, P 433, 
478 

Leed, « lead (metal), HF 739, 1448, 1648 , 
a copper, or caldron, A 202 
Leef, adj hef, A 1837 , dear, R 103 , pre- 
cious, G 1467 , het, pleasing, T v 1738 , 
pleasant, R 1688 , yoio eo so desired 
by you, C 760 , that leef me were, which 

1 should like, HF kh> 9 , Leve, def dear 
(one), A 3393, 'locative^ HF 816, Lefe, 
odj fem voc HF 1827 , Leve, pi dear, 
T IV 82, V 592 

Leef, adj aa 8 , what is pleasant , for 7 ne 
looth^ for weal nor lor woe, L 1639, 
what IS dear (to him), T iv 1385, be 
loved one, lo\er, lady-love, T lu 3 
Leef, 8 leaf, L 72 , Leves, pi leaves, R 
56 , (of a book), I) 790 
XieefPul , see Leveful 
Leefsel, 8 the ‘ Imsh ’ or leafy bundle (as 
a sign), at a tavern-door, 1 411 , Ijevesel, 
arbour of leaves, A 4060 Cf Swed 
Idfscilj a hut made of gjeen boughs. 


Leek, s leek, R 212 , a thing of no value, 
0/9^ 

Leen, imp s of hone 
Leep (16ep), pt s of Lfepe 
Lees (166s), s leash, G 19 , snare, 7 233 
Lees, adj untnie, R 8 
Lees (166s), s deceit, fraud , a ahrewed, 
lees^ a wicked fiaud, L 1343 , iiithoxiten 
lees, vithout deceit, veriH, HF 1464 
Lees, s of hose 

Leeste, adj sup least, B 2313 , atte I 
ueye, at the \er3^ least, A 1121 
Leet, pt s of Lete 
Lef, tmp 8 o/Lcio (leave) 
hefe, adj fem toe deai, HF 1827 
Leful , see Leveful 
hegge, -n , see Leye, v 
Leide, 1 pt $ ofLi^e 
Leigh, pt s ofLyc(j) 

Lekes, pi leeks, A 634 
Lemes, pZ flames, B 41*0 AS leoma 
Lemman, s viasc (m ilc) lover, sweet- 
heart, A 4240, 4247 , fem (female) lover 
lady-lo\e, A 3-78, 3280, concubines,! 903 
Lendes, pi loins, A 3237, 3304 A S len~ 
den, pi lendenu 

Lene, adj lean, thin, R 218, 444 , weak, 
T 11 132 

Leue, ger to lend, gne, A 61 1 , Lenc, 
zmp 8 lend, B 1376, Leen, iwp s give, 
A 3082 A S 7d nan 
Lene, v lean, incline, B 2638 
Leng, adv longer , ever I the loer^, the 
worse, the longer it lasts, A 3872 
Longer, adj longer, L 430, 2023 
Longer, adv longer, B 374, 2122, 3709, 
ever the I , the longer, the more, 7 129 , 
€hei I the more, E 687 
Longest, adv sup longest, 3 549 
Lento, 8 Lent-season, 1 ) 343 
Lenvoy, s I’envoj, 1 e the epilogue or 
postscript addressed to the hearers or 
readers, E 1177 {rubric) 

Leonesse, s lioness, L 803 
Leonyn, adj lionliko, B 3836 
Leos, 8 people, G 103, 106 Gk Aew? 
Leoun, s lion, L 627, 829 L6on the sign 
Leo, F 263 

Lepart, s leopard, A 2186, Libardes, 

R 894 

Lepe, r run A 4378, leap, L 2008, Lepe 
up, V leap up, HP 2150, L66p, pt a 
leapt, A 2687 

Lore, 0 flesh, skin, B 2047 Properly the 
muscles, especially the muscles of the 
thigh, which special sense is perfectly 
suitable here A S lira, flesh, muscle 
Lere, ger (i) to teach, 7 98 , v teach, T iv 
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441 , (2) to learn, Tv 161 , Lere, qei to 
learn, find out, D 909, Lore, pr pi (i) 
teach, I? 25 , (2) learn, F 104 , Lered,pj) 
(2) learnt, T 111 406 

Lered, adj instructed, learned, C 28^, 
A.b lured 

Lerne, v learn, A 308, D 994 , Lerned of, 
taught hy, G 7J.8 (Chaucer here use*? 
the word wrongly, as in moil pio\mcial 
English ) 

Xjese, 8 dat pasture, T 11 752 , HF 1768 
A & Ids 

Iiese, V lose, A 12 1^, 1290, Leso me, t 
lose myself, ho lost, ^ 147 , Lees, pt h 
lost, L 94 s , Leseth, tmj) pi B 19 , 
Loren, pp lost, L 1048, Loin, lost, 
T 1 ^7:^, 111 1076, IV 1613, forlorn, 

wasted, R ^66 

Ijesing, 8 f ilsehood, lie, HF 2089 , G 
479 , Lcsinges, pi lies, deceits, R 2 , 
lying repoits, HF 212^ 

Lesmge, s loss, I ios6, Losing, A 1707, 
/or lesinge^ for fear of losmg, B 37s;o 

Lessoun, s lesson, lection, A 700 

Lest, 8 pleasure, 3 908 , delight, A 1 32 , 
desire, E 619 , inclination, HF 287 , 
Lestes, desires, HF 1738 A Kentish 
form , for lust 

Lest, pr s tmpers (it) pleases, L 1703 , 
(it) pleases (me), I) 360 Thee lest, it 
pleases thee, 3114, Lesteth, (it) pleases, 
L 480a, Leste,pt 8 tmpos (it) pleased. 
Tv i>i7, peis was pleased, T 111 432, 
LestOjP? 8 8 ubj (it) may please, L 1338, 
As yow lesto, as it mav please you, L 
449 , (it) would please, F 380 , Hei leste, 
it should pltaso her, <3 351 Kentish 
forms 

Leste, adj superl least, T 1 2S1 , at the 
I , at least, 3 973 , atte I , at least, B 38 , 
Leste, as s , the least one, 3 283 , at tlm 
leeste weye, at any late, E 906 
Let, pr 8 o/Ledo 

Lete, V let, B 3524 , let, leave, A 1333 , 
give up, let go, T \ 1688 , f 01 sake, T 
IV 1190, lot alone, leave, 1 ) 1270, quit, 

1 72 , giye up, lose, G 40(1 , omit, dcpait 
from, «> 391 , Lete of, qei to leave oft, 
18 32 , Loten, V lot, L 2107 , givo up, R 
1690 , forsake, T iv 1 356 , Leten, ge) to 
let go, T 1 2()2 , Late, v let, T 111 O93 , 
Laten, v let, A 332O , Leto, i pr s leave, 
7 45, Let, p; 8 lots go, repels, 3 1*11 , 
Lat, pr 8 lots, permits, T iv 200 , Leto, 

2 pr pl abandon, B 2303 , Le^t, pt 8 
let, A 128 , let go, A 120O , allowed, HP 
243 , left off, A 3311 , left, A 308 , caused, 
permitted, B 373 , caused, B 2194 , 


caused (to ho), B 939 , leet fecchCf 
commanded (men) to fetch, D 2064 , leet 
don cryen, caused to be proclaimed, P 
45 , leet make^ caused to be made, B 
3349 , leet hinde^ caused to be bound, B 
1810 , Let, pt 8 caused, L 2624 , let 
calle, caused to be called, L 1684 , let, 5 
279 , Lete, pt pl let, B 3898 , Lete, pt s 
suhj were to let, T in, 1762 , Xieet, imp 
8 let, C 731 , Lat, imp 8 let, i 79, 84 , 
let alone, give up, T 11 1 300 , Lat be, let 
be, do away with, A 840 , let me alone, 
A 3285 , give up, HP 992 , Lat do, cause, 
C 173, Lat take, take, G 1254, H 173, 
Lat see, lot us see A 831 , Lat goon, let 
slip (the dogs), L 1213 , Laten blood, pp 
let blood, A 4346 A S Icetan 

Lette, 9 hindrance, T 1 361 , delay, T 
235 

Lette, V hinder, T u 732 , prevent, L 
732, oppose, stay, B 3306, cause delay, 
B 1 1 17, wait, B 1440, tarry, B 4224, 
stop, desist, B 4279 cease, R. 279 , Letten, 
qer to put obstacles m the way (of), to 
declmo (from), A 1317 , Let, pi a pre- 
vents, B 3 p 10 162 , Lette, pr a subj , 
lette him no man^ god forbede, God forbid 
that any should hinder him, T 111. 
343 , Ijotted, j)t 8 hmdered, A 1891 , 
was hindered, B 2391 , Letteth, imp pl 
hesitate, T 11 1136 

Lette-game, 9 ‘ let-game,’ one who hin- 
ders sport, 1 HI 327 

Lettres, pl letters, {alao as smg a letter), 
B 736 , 5 19 

Lettrure, s learning, B 3486 , book-lore, 
B3686 

Letuarie, s electuai y, remecly , C 307 , 
pl electuaries, A 42^ Lat electuariuni 

Leve, dear , see Leef 

Leve, 8 leave, B 1637, D 908 , permission, 
L 2281 , bisyde hii leve^ without her 
leave, T lu 622 

Leve (i), V leave, E 250 , let alone, G 714 , 
let go, 3 iin , go away, 3 153 leave 
alone, T n 688 , qe) to leav e off, T 1, 
(>86 , to forsake, G 287 , Lev e, i p; s, 
leave, 2 50, Levoth pr s remains, 3 
701 , Lafte, I pt 9 left, C 762 , Lefbe, left 
off, P 670 , Lnften, pt pl L x68 , Left, 
pp omitted, I 231 , L^t, pp leil, L 
1260, Leef, imp 8 leave, T iv 852, 
leave (it) alone, T v 1318, Lef, imp 8 
forego, I) 21189 , Leve, imp $ leave, A 
1614 , Leveth, imp pl leave, C 659, 
A S Id/an 

Leve (2), V believe, 3 496 , L 10 , ger to 
be believed, HP 708 , Levestow, be- 
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lievest thou, G 212 , Leveth, tmp pi I Licoryce, s liquorice, R 1368 


believe, 6 88 AS l^an^ l^an 
Xieve (3) ger to allow, L 2280 , god lete^ 
God grant, L. 2083, 2086 A S Ufan, 
lyfan. 

Ijeveful, adj allowable, A 39*2, per- 
missible, D 37 , Leefful, allowable, I 41, 
917, Leful, permissible, T 111 1020 
Xjevene, s flash of lightning, D 276 
Iiever, adj comp liefer, rather, me ^vc'ie 
lever, I had rather, T 1 1034, m *>74 ? 
ms lever, L 191 , thee ue^e I , thou hadst 
rather, B 2339, ^ *93 > 

itere i , L 2413 , have 11,1 would rather, 

T 11 471 , F 1360 , hadde I I , D 16S , 
hath I , F 692 , hadde I , It 1336 , had htr 
I , she would rather, E 444 , htm had 
he I , he would rather, A 3341 
Iievesel , see Leefsel 
liCvest, sux> dearest, most desirable, HF 

87 

Jjewed, adj ignorant, A 302, 374 , un- 
learned, C 283 , unskilled, rude, HI 
1096 , wicked, foolish, F 1494 , wanton, 

E 2129 AS Idtied 

Ijewedly, adi simply, HF 866, igno- 
rantly, B 47 , ill, G 430 
liewednesse, s ignorance, ignorant be- 
haviour, D 1928 
Ley, lied , pt s of Lye 
Leye, v lay, 4 205 , lay, cause to lie, T 
lu 639 , lay a wager, HF 674 , pledge, 

T lu 1605 , Leyn, ger to lay up, to 
hoard, R. 184 , Leggen, ger to lay, A 
3269, Legge, V A 3937, Le>dh, pr s A \ 
4229 , Leith, pr s D 2138 , Leye, i pr pi 
lay out, expend, G 783 , Leyn, pr pi 
lay, H 222 , Leyde, pt s t, 394 , Leyde, 

2 pt pi h 2501 , Leyden forth, pt pi 
brought forward, B 213 , Leyd, pp laid, 

A 3262, placed, R 1184, overlaid, E 
1076, I 'itas leyd, I had laid myself 
down, L 208 , Leyd, pp laid, A 81 , 
fixed, 3 1146, set, 3 1036, Ley on, lay 
on, A 2558 

Iioyser, s leisure, R 462, A 1188, de- 
hberation, B 2766 , opportunity, A 3293 
Leyt, 8 flame (of a candle), I 9 <34 AS 
Uget, lyget, M E lett, lightning 
Iiibardes, pi leopards, R 894 
Itibel, 8 written declaration, D 
Xiicentiat, adj one licensed by the pope 
to hear confessions, independently of 
the local ordinaries, A 220 
Liohe, adj hke, R. 1073 , similar, 7 76 , 
it liche, like it, F 62 
Iiiche, adv alike, HF 10 
Xiiohe-wake, a watch over a corpse, A 2938 


liicour, 8 moisture, A 3 , liquor, T i\ 
320 , Licour, juice, C 4«>2 
Xjief, adj dear, A 3501 , Lief to, glad to, 
given to, A 3510 , cherished, E 479 , 
goode leef my wyf, my dear good wife, 
B 3084 , hadde as lief would as soon, D 
I <374 , as 8 dear one, B 4069 
Xjift, adj left (said of the left hand or 
side), R 163 

Jjige, adj liege, C 337 , Lige man, vassal, 
L 379 , Liges, 8 pi vassals, L 382 , pi 
subjects, B 240 F Itge, from O H G 
ledtc (G ltdtg), free A Itege lord was a 
f ee lord , in course of time his subjects 
were called lieges, from confusion with 
Lat ligare, to hmd 
Ligeaunce, 8 allegiance, B 895 
Liggen, V he, B 2101 , Ligginge, pres pt 
lying, T i\ 2Q, Ligging, A ion 
Light, adj lightsome, joyous, R 77 , 3 
n7'3, active, nimble, R 8^2, oas\, 3 
526, wearing but few clothes((itso, fickle), 
21 20 , Lighte, pi light (ot weight), 5 
188 , eas\, A pr 36 
Lighte, adv brilliantly, R 1109 
Lighte, gei (x)to make light, rejoice, T 
V 634, to render cheerful, T 1 293, 
alleviate, T 111 1082 , (2) ger to feel 
light, to be glad, F 396, 914 , Lighte, 
pt 8 hghted , either in the sense (i) 
lightened, made light, made happy, or 
(2) illuminated, B i()6i 
Lighte, V alight, descend, HF «fo8 , pt s 
alighted, B 786 

Lighten, v shine, I 1037, I-<ightod, pp 
brightened, i 74, Light, pp illummated, 
L 2306, Lighte, tmp s illumine, G 71 
Lightly, adv lightly, F 390 , readily, 4 
205 , quickly, I 534 , easilj , T 11. 289 , 
carelessly, I 1023 , joyfully, A 187a 
Lightned, pp enlightened, illummated, 
F 1050 

Lightnesse (i), s brightness, 3 263 
Lightnesse (2), s agihty, A 3383 
Lightsom adj gay, R 936 
Ligne, s line, T v 1481 
Ligne -aloes, wood of the aloe, T iv 
1137 (Properly a compound, 1 e Itgne- 
aloes , where aloes is a plural form ) 
Likerous, od 7 lecherous, H 189 , wanton, 
A 3244, 3 U 5 t E 214, gluttonous, C 540, 
greedy after indulgence, D 466 , eager, 
F 1119 , very vile (Lat nequissmi), B 3. 
P 4 3 * 

Likerousnesse, s lecherousness, D 61 1 , 
licentiousness, I 430 , greedmess, I 377 , 
eagerness, I 741 , appetite, C 84 
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Lilting-horne, 8 horn to be played for 
a lilt, HF 122^ 
liimaille , see Lymaille 
liime, 8 limb, 3 499 , Limes, pi K 83(5 
liimitacioun, 8 limit, D 877 
Limitonr, 8 limitor, a friar licensed to 
beg for alms witliin a certain limit, A 
209, D 874 

Linage, 8 lineage, race, A mo, family, 
D 1135, noble family, R 258, high 
birth, B 3441 , kinsfolk, B 2192 , kin- 
dred, B 999 , consanguinity, L 2(^12 
Lind, 8 hme-tree, A 2922 
Lipsed, 8 lisped, A 204 
Lisse, 8 comfort, T v '550 j joy, T 111 
343 , assuaging, HF 220 , solace, 3 1040 , 
alleviation, F 1238 A S Iws 
Lissen, v alleviate, T 1 702 , soothe, 6 
6, Lissed, pp relieved, F 1170 AS 
li 88 ian 

List (i), 8 pleasure, T m 1303, "vm!!, 
D 633 

List (2}, 8 ear, D 634 A S hli/ 8 t 
List, jp/ 8 impels it plesises {mually iiitli 
dat ), A 1021, B 521 , ine hst light ete/, I 
was in no mind to, 3 239 , you li 8 t^ 
it pleases you, 1 1 77 , List, jii s 

pers is pleased, pleases, T 1 518, 797 , 
wishes, A 3176, Listeth, pi 8 imjteis 
(it) pleases, T 11 7(X) , jiers pleases, is 
pleased, HF 311, likes, F 689 , Listen, 
2 pr pi are pleased, T 111 1810 , Listen, 
pi pi list, choose, B 2234 , Listen 
treto, choose to write, L 373, Liste, 
pt 8 impera (it pleased), L 332 , hei 
it pleased her, she cared, 7 i<h> , 
him Itste, he wanted, 4 92, hau 
(it) pleased them, F8<;i AS lystan 
Listes, pi in sing sense, lists, a place 
enclosed for tournaments, A 63 
Listes, 8 pi wiles , in his I , by means of 
his wiles, I 85 

Listeth, imp pi listen ye, B 1902 
Litarge, s litharge, ointment prepared 
from protoxide of lead, A O29 , i)roto\ido 
of lead, Q- 773 

Litargie, s lethargy, B i p 2 22 
Lite, adj little, 1 29s , as s , & little, T 1 
291, adv little, T iv 1330 
Litastere, s dyei,9 17 Icel lita, to dyo 
Lith, 8 limb (viz of herself), B 40O5 A b 
liQ 

Litherly, adv ill, A 3299 A S lyder, il 
Livere (i), j? liver, D 1839 
Livere (2), s liver (one who lives), B 10.4 
Llveree, a livery, A 363 
Livinge, 8 life-time, 7 188 , manner of 
life, 0 107 , state of life, U 322 


Lixt, liest , see Lye (2) 

Lode, 8 load, A 2918 
Lodemenage, 8 pilotage, A 403 Lode- 
manage is the hire of a pilot, for con- 
ducting a ship from one place to another 
Lodesmen, 8 pi pilots, L 1488 
Lode-sterre, 8 polar star, lodestar, A 
2039 

Lofte, daf upper room, L 2709 , on lofted 
in the air, HF 1727 , aloft, B 277 
Logge, 8 rcstmg-plac e, B 4043 
Logging, 8 lodging, B 4183 
Loke, V (ueak) lock up, 1) 317 
Loken, ger to look, A 1783 , v behold, R 
R 812 , Loked, jit s looked, A 289 , 
Lokeden, pt pi L 1972 , imp s see, HF 
893 , take heed, D 1387 , Loke he, let 
him take heed, I 134 Loketh, imp pi 
behold, Gr 1329 , search \o, C 378 
' Loken, pp le? Z> (Louken), locked 

up, B 4063 

Loking, 8 look, gaze, 3 870 , counten- 
ance, B 2332 , glmce, L 240 , glance (of 
the eye), A 2171 , aspect, 4 31 , examin- 
ing, 5 110, appearance, R 290 , looks, 
F 285 

Lokkes, pi locks of hair, A 81, 677 
' LoUer, a a lollei, a lollard, B 1173 Loller 
j (ono who IS sluggish) v as confused with 
I the name I ollaid 
' Lomb, 8 lamb, L 1798 
{ Lend, 8 land, A 194, 400, 579, country, 

I B 3548 , upon land, m the country, A 
I 702 

, Lone, 8 dat loan, B 1483 , gift, grace, D 
I 1861 

Long, prep , the phrase u her-on long 
I long on tiher, along of what, G 930 , 

I Long on, along of, because of, (> C922 
j Long, adj {befoie a voivel), tall, K 817, 
pi tall, high, R 1384 long, A 93. 
j Longe, adv long, A 286 , for a long time, 

I L 2261 

Longe (i), V desne, long for, L 2260 , 
yearn, T 11 346 , Longen (2), v belong, 
A 2278 , pr 8 belongs, R 734 , (it) con- 
cerns, T 11 312 , pi pJ belong, F 1131 , 
pt 8 befitted, R, 1222 , Longmg foi, 
suitable for, F 39 
' Longes, pi lungs, A 2732 
Longitude, s the distance between t-wo 
. given meridians, A 11 39 19 , the lengtli 
I or extent of a ‘ chmate,’ m a direction 
parallel to tlio equator, or rather a line 
along which to measure this length, 
A 11 39. 28 The longitude of a star is 
measured along the zodiac , that ot a 
town, from a fixed meridian 
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XiOOS, s praise, renown, B J834, 3036 
OF los 

lioos, adj loose, A 4064, 4138 , Lons, free, 
HF 1286 

Iiooth (166th), adj loath, odious, A 486 , 
hateful, A 3393 , me uere I , it would 
displease me, B 91 , os s , what is hate- 
ful, misery, L 1639 
Xioothly, adj hideous, D 1100 
lioppe, 8 a spider, A 1 3 6 
Iioppewebbe, s cobweb, A 1 21 3 
Lordeth, pr s , rules over, 4 166 
Lordings, s pi sirs, C 329, 573 
Xiore, s teachmg, L 2430 , advice, T 1 
1090, lesson, T 1 043, 734 , instruction, 
B 342 , learning, B 761 , irtudy, Q 84- , 
profit, 5 13 , doctrine, A 327 AS lar 
Xjore, pp of Lese 

Xiorel, 8 worthless man, abandoned 
wretch, D 273 
Xjoren,pp o/Lese 
Xjorer, s laurel, K 1 379 
Lorn, pp o/Lese 

Los (i), 8 loss, A 2343 , occasion of per- 
dition, D 720 

Los (2), 8 praise, renown, fame, L 1314 , 
report, L 1424 , til her loses, in praise 
ot them, HF 1688 OF los 
Losengere, a flatterer, B 1050 , pi R 
1036 0 F losengeur 

Losengene, a flatteiT, I 613 
Losenges, pi lozenges, HF 1317, small 
diamond-shaped shields, E 893, 

Lost, 8 loss, B 2 p 4 183 
Loth, adj loath, 3 8, displeasing, R 233 
Lother, adj comp more hateful, L 191 
Lothest, adj auperl most loath, F 1313 
Lotinge , pres pai t lurkmg, G 186 AS 
lutian, to lurk 
Loude, adv loudly, A 171 
Lough, pt 8 o/Laughe 
Louke, 8 acccjmplice, A 4413 
Loured, pp frowned, HF 409 
Lous, adj loose, li ee, HF 1286 
XiOUsy, adj full of lice, miserable, D 1467 
Loute, V bow, do obeisance, T 111 683 , 
ger to bow down, B3352 , ipt a stooped, 
bent, E 1554 

Love, « love, A 475, fern lady-love, 4 31 
voc 0 my love, A 672 , masc lover, L 
862 

Lovedayes, pi days for settling disputes 
by arbitration, A 238 , HF 693 
Love-drury, a affection, B 2085 Thfj 
latter part of the word is 0 F drit/nt, 
drueirte, love, passion 
Xioveknotte, « looped ornament, A 197 
Loves, 8 pi loaves, B 503 


Lovyere, s lover, A 80 
Lowenesse, 8 lowliness, I 1080. 

Lowly, adj humble, A 99 
Imce, 8 luce, pike, A 330 
Lucre, 8 lucre, gain, G 1402 , lucre of 
3ilanye r:: vile gam, B 1681 
Lufsom, adj lovely, T v 911 , lovable, T 
V 463 

Lulleth, pr 8 lulls, soothes, B 839 
Luna, 8 the moon, G 826 , a name for 
silver, G 1440 

Lunarie, s lunary, moon-wort, G 8cx) 
Lure, s a hawk’s lure, D 1340 , pi entice- 
ments, L 1371 

Lussheburghes, pi spurious coin, B 
3132 Named trom the town of Luxem- 
hoing 

Lust, 8 desire, E 1633 , amusement, R 
1287, pleasure, E 616, delight, i 106, 
will, desire, wish, B i88 , interest in a 
story, F 402 , pi delights, 3 581 AS 
Ju^t 

Lusteth, pr e iirpers (it) pleases, L 996 , 
Lust, pi 8 jHrs pleases, E 1344 , tmpers 
(it) pleases, E 322 , Luste, pf 8 pers 
desired, G 1344, Lnste, pt 8 tmpera it 
pleased, G 1233 
Lustier, morejovous, G 1345 
Lustihede, cheerfulness, 3 27 , delight, 
H 274 , enjoyment, F 288 , vigour, L 
»53o 

Lustily, adv gailv, merrily, E 1319 
Lustinesse, a pleasure, jollity, A 1939, 
vigour, R 1282 

Lusty, adj pleasant, gay, A 80 , jocund, 
F 27- , lustv, H 41 , joyous, R 381 , 
happy, R 1303 , joyful, A 1513 , vigorous, 
L 1038 

Luxures, a pi lusts, B 3 P 7 
Luxurie, a lechery, B 923, C 484 
Lyard, adj grey, D 156 ^ 

Lycorys, a liquorice, A 3690 
Lye (i), V lie, remain, 10 32 , Lye, ger to 
lodge, D 1780, Lye bj,v lie beside, 
B 3470 , Lye upright, lie on one’s back, 
lie dead, E 1604 , Lystow, thou best, H 
276 , Lyth, pn 8 lies, is, remains, R 
782 , lies, 3 146, 181 , (he) lies, B 634 , 
(that) lies, D 1829, remains, resides, B 
3634 , lies (dead), 3 143 , Lyth therto, 
belongs here, is needed, 3 527, Lay, 

1 pt 8 lodged, A 20 , was, A 3^8 , Laye, 
pf 8 8 uhj would lie, T iv 136:1, Ly, 
imp 8 T 11 953 

Lye (2), V tell hes, he, A 763 , Lixt, 2 

2 pr 8 best, I) 1618, 1761 , Ley, strong 
pt 8 bed, T 11 1077 , Lyed, weak pt 8 
lied, A 659 A S IPogan 
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(3)) blaze, D 1142 AS lygc^ « 
flame 

Lyer, s liar, B 2256 
Lyes, s pi lees, dregs, HF 21^0 
Lyes, jpi (i)lees, or (2) lies, D ^02 Per- 
haps a double meaning is intended 
Lyf, 8 liie, A 71, 2776 , Lyvos, gen life’s, 
6 60 , of my life, ^ 920 , Our present 
worldes lyves space, the space of our 
present life in the world, t; 53 , L3rves 
day, lifetime, L 1624 , Lyve, dat L 59 , 
On lyve, ali\e, L 1792 , in his time, D 
4^ f Upon lyve, alive, T 11 lo^o, Of 
lyve, out of life, T v is6i , Bringe of 
lyve, cause to die, T ii 1608 , My lyve, 
in my life, T 11 20*; , By thy lyf, during 
thy life, B 1621 , liiy lyf, during thy 
lifetime, 17 19 , His lyve, in his life, Ii 
UX99 , Hir l\\e, in their life, D 392, 
Lyves, pi B 3284 

Lyflode, s means of living, T 685 Mod E 
liiehliood 

Lyfly, adv in a lifelike wiy, A 2087 
Lyke, v please, T 1 431 , get HF 8()0, 
to be liked, R i3';7 , L-yketh, pr s 
phases, E 1031, tntpos (it; pleases, E 
311, 843 , U8 I yow^ it phases us with 
respect to you, E 106, Ljke, jpr a aubj 
may please, i) 1278 , thee I nat, it may 
not please you, L 4()(), Lyked, pt 
tmpera pleased, R 131- 
Lyking, s pleasure, 0 455, delight, B 
34 d 9 

Lykmg, adj pleasing, R 808 , pleasant, 
R 1416 , thriving, R 1504 
Lyklihed, a dat likelihood, E 448 
Lyklinesse, s probability, 22 15 
Lykly, adj likely, hke, 10 3. 

Lykne, ipr a compare, 3 636 
Lyknesse, a parable, A 2S4. 

Lym, 8 lime, F 1149, quicklime, L 049 
Lymaille, a filings of any metal, G 1 102 , 
Lymail, G 1 164 , LimaiRe, G 8s3 
Lyme, g&r to co\ t r with birdhmc, T 1 3^l 
Lymere, a hound held in leash, 3. 3()5 
Lymrod, a hme-twig, B 3^74 
Lyne, a line, T 1 1068 , fishing-line, 4 
242, line of descent, 1) 1133, aa lyne 
rights stiaight as a line, T 111 228. 
Lyned, pp lined, A 440 
Lyne-right, adj in an exact lino, exactly 
in a line with, A 1 21 31 
Lyoun, a lion, T m 17H0, ^ 8,0, 

Lyouns, pl R 8<)4 See Leoun 
Lyst, 2 pr 8 host, reclinost, T 11 <y.n , 
Lystow, host thou, H 270 
Lytargye, a lethargy, T 1 730 
Lyte, adj small, little, R 5^2, slight, 


I 689 , Lyte, a a little, L 29, 535 , Lyte, 
pl little, A 494 

Lyte, adv httle, 3 884 , a httle, E 935 , 
m a small degree, G 632, 699 , I and I , 
by httle and httle, D 2235 
Lythe, adj easy, soft, HF 118 
Lythe, ger to alleviate, cheer, T iv 7-4, 
Lyrve , see Lyf 

Lyvely, adv in a hvely 'vs’uy, 3 905 
Lyves , see Lyf 

Lyves, adv in life , hence, aa adj hving, 
alive, T iv 2t;2 , no lyvea creature^ no 
living creature, T in 13 

M 

M*, aometunea put for Me (liefore a vowel) , 
aa in masterte for mo asterte 
Ma fey, my faith ’ T m 52 
Maad , pp of Make 
Maat, adj dejected, B 2 p 4 42 
Mad, pp made, L 286 See Make 
Madde, v go mad, 4 253 , get to be 
furious, T 1 479 
Mader, a madder, 9 17 
Magik, a magic, A 41O 
Magistrat, a magistrac\ B 3 p 4 -26 
Maheym, a maiming, I 625 Mod, E 
maim 

Maille, a mail, iinged armour, E 1202 
Maister, a master, B 1027 , doctor, D 
2184 , cioctor (of diMnitj), D 1638 , fas a 
term of address), 17 1 , one in authority , 
A 261 

Maisterful, adj masteiful, T u 756 
Maister-strete, a mam street, L 190s: 
Maister-temple, a chief temple, L. ioi(> 
Maister-toun, a chief town, L 
Maister-tour, s chief tower, F 226 
Maistow, ma> est thou, HF 699 
Maistresse, a mistiess, L 88 , governess, 
C 106 

Maistrye, a masterj, great skill, A 33S3 , 
mastery, F 747, 764 , control, B 3689, C 
58, supenoiity, fo) tke maistrye^ as 
regards authoritj, A i(>*;, victory, B 
3'>82 , specimen of skill, HF 1074 , art, 
elegance, R 842 , a masterly operation 
(of F coup ds mad) i) G io(>o 
Majestee, a , hta leal majeske - his royal 
majesty, 1 e high treason, B i p 4 lO. 
Make, a mate, 1 ) 270, H 186 , equal, match, 
A 2*356, wedded compamon, wife, B 700 , 
bride, E 1882 , husband, D 85, 

Make, v make, A 184, compose, write, 
L 09 , ger to compose, to write (al>oiit\ 
R. 41 , pretend to, counterfeit, T ii* 
1522, cause (it), T n 959, Makestow, 
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2pr s B 371 , Maketh, s causes, A 
30^«j , Maken, pr pi make, utter, A 9 , 
Makod, pt 8 made, A 526 , Makeden, 
pt jp 2 T IV 121 , Made, pt 8 auhj may 
have made, 4 227 , Made broght, 
caused to be bi ought, HF , Maked, 

pp made, A 1247, composed, 677, 
Maad, jpjp made, A 394 , Mad,j325 3 415 
Makelees, adj peerless, T 1 172 
Making, a poetr;^ , composition, L 74, 413, 
48 ^ 

Malapert, adj forward, T 111 87 
Male (i), 8 bag, wallet, A 694, 311^ 

Male (2), 8 . male D 122 
Malefice, a evil contri%ance, I 341 
Mal^ncolyk, adj melancholy, A i37s> 
Malgre, pi ep m spite ol, 4 220 
Malison, a curse, I 44^ , cursing, I ('19 
Malliable, adj malleable, such as can 
be worked bv the hammer, G 1130 
Malt, pt 8 melted, HF 922 
Maltalent, a ill-will, lU-humour, resent- 
ment, R 273, 3,0 

Man, 8 A 167, 209, 223 , (used indefinitely) 
one, B43, 1 ) 2002 , hero, B 3331 , servant, 
I 772 , Mannes, gen of mankind, T 11 
417 , Men, pi men, people, 18 26 , A 
178, sing {unemphatic form of man), onQ 
{with aing verb), A 149, 232, C 675, G 39- 
Manaoe, ger to threaten, E 1732 
Manasinge, a threatening, A 2035 
Mandement, s summons, D 1346 
Maner, a manor, place to dwell m, 3 1004 
Manere, a manner, A 858, D 1229 , de- 
portment, A 140 , disposition, L 231 , 
manner, way, 3 1130, ease of behaviour, 
3 1218, goodly courtesy of manner, 4 
294 , of manere, in his behaviour, F 346 , 
Maner, way, 3 433 , manner, kind, sort 
{used without of following), as in maner 
doctnne, B 1689 , pi kmds, R 1406 
Manhede, s manliness, A 1283 
Mannish, adj manlike, T 1 284 , human, 
B 2454 , unwomanly, B 782 
IMEannisli, adv like a man, boisterously, 

Mansioun, 8 dwelling, A 1974 , (a term 
in astrology), F 30, mansion (ot the 
moon), F 1283 , pi daily positions or 
* stations ’ of the moon, F 1 130 A man- 
sion of a planet is the sign (or signs) of 
the zodiac in which the planet was 
thought to be peculiarly at home A 
mansion of the moon refers to its posi- 
tion day by day in the sky 
Mansuete, adj courteous, T v 194 
Mansuetude, a meekness, 1 654 
JAantalot, s short mantle, A 2163 


Manye, a mama, A 1374 
Mappemounde, map ot the world, 12 2 
Mapnl, a maple tree, A 2923 
Marble-stoon, a piece ot maible, R 
1462 

Marchal, a marshal, E 1930 
Marchandyse, a bai-ter, I 777 
Marchant, a merchant, A 270 
Marcial, adj warlike, T iv 1669 
Marcien, adj devoted to Mars, I) 610 
Mareys, s marsh, ]) 970, Mareys, pJ 
marshes, B 2 p 7 42 

Mane, tnterj marry, 1 0 by St Marj , G 
1062 

Mark (1), a maik, fixed spot, L 784 , sex, 
race, D 696 , sign, I 98 
Mark (2), « a piece of money, of the value 
of 139 4d in England, G 1026 , pi Maik, 
C 39 <^ 

Market-beter, a swaggerer in a market, 
A 39^6 

Markis, a a marquis, E 64 , gen amg 
marquis’s, E 994 

Markisesse, a a marchioness, E .83 
Mart^re, a mai’tyrdom, T iv 818 
Martyreth, pr a torments, A 156- 
Mary, a marrow, pith, C 542 
Mary-bones, a pi marrow-bones, A 380 
Mase, a maze, labyrinth, L 2014 , be 
wilderment, T v 4O8 , bewildeiingiiosi 
tion, B 4283 

Mased, adj bewildered, B 526 , stunned 
with griet, 7 322 
Masednesse, a ama/e, E 1061 
Maselyn, a a bowl made ot maplewood, 
B 2042 

Massedayes, pZ mossdays, B 4041 
Masse-peny, a pennvtor a mass, D 1749 
Mast, 8 mast, 1 e the fruit ot torest- 
trees, acorns and beech-nuts, 9 7, 37 
Masty, adj tattened, sluggish, HF 177/ 
Lit ‘ fattened on mast ’ 

Mat, adj dejected, A 933 , exhausted, T 
IV 342, dead, L 126, defeated utterly, 
B 933 

Mate, Intel j checkmate ' 3 660 , adj 
exhausted, 7 176 

Materes, pi materials (of a solid chai- 
acter), G 779 

Matrimoine, a matrimony, A 3 ck)5, E 

Maugre, Maugree, in spite ot , as in 
maugre al thy might, A 1607, inaugrea 
Mr eyen troo, A 179O , maugree thyne yhn, 
D 315 , VI her, L 1772 , m Philiatieaia, B 
32 38 , m my heed, m spite of all I can 
do, 3 1201 , m thyn heed, B 104 , m hta 
heed, A 1169, m her {Mr) heed, L, 2326^ 
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D 887 , m your heed, in spito of all you 
can do, B 460- 
Maumet, 8 idol, I 

Maumetrye, 8 Maliometanism, idolatry, 
B 2^6 Maumet is a corruj)tion of 
Mahomet or Muhamined , our ancestors 
V ronglv held the Mahometans to be 
idolaters 

M*iunciple, 8 manciple, A ‘^44 An 
olhcer who purchases \ictuals lor an 
inn or college 

Mavis, 8 song-thrush, R 6i() 

Mawe, 8 maw, stomach, B 480 
May, 8 maiden, B 8^1 
Mayde cliild, gnl, B ij8^ 

Maydenheed, 8 maidenhood, \iiginity, 
1 ) 8SS 

Mayle, 5 mail aimour, T v hsq 
M ayntene, V maintain, 11 1144, uphold, 
A 1778 

Mayster-hunta, 8 chict huntsm vn, 3 
V‘ 

Maystres, 8 jd masteis, B ^ m 2 i- 
Maystrie, 8 masterly act , No maystrie 
an easj matter, L 400 
Maze, ^ pi p! are in astvtc ot bewild<.i- 
ment, E -1^87 

Mechel, adj much , /o; as meOicl^ foi as 
much, A pr 6 

Mede ( 0 , « mead (dunk), B 2042 See 

Meeth 

Mede s (j), mead, mo idow , V 
Medeleth, jir s mingles, L S74 
Medeling, & admixtuu, L i p4 279 
Medewe, s meadow, B i.S 
Mediatours, s pi go-betweens, I ()()7 
Medle, t mingle, HF 210- , meddle, take 
part in, fl 1184 , d;ye {mi8ccre\ B 2 m s 
10 , Modlv, V mingle, mix, B - m 5 7 , 
tmp pi meddle, G 1424 
Medlee, adj ot a mixed colour, A 
Meed, s reward, L 1(162 , kUde, meed, 
reward, A 770 , to viedtSy toi my meed, 
lor m> ro'Nvard, T 11 1201 
Meel-tyd, s meal-time, T 11 isjsO 
Meeth, 8 mead, A G7H, Moth, A 
2279, 

Megre, adj thin, B 218, 311 
Meiuee , see Meynee 
Meke, i p) 8 humble, B 2874 
Meke, adv meekly, 7 267 
Melanoolious {accented in<.lancolious), 
adj^ melancholy, HF 30 
Melancolye, « melancholy, 3 23 
Mele, ^ meal (of flour), A 3()()5 
Melle, 8 null, A 3923, 4242 
Melte, V melt, T iv 367 , Malt, pf s 
HF 922, Molte, jjp HF 114s, 1140 

D 


Memorial, adj which serves to record 
events, 7 18 

Memorie, s memory, G 339, remem- 
brance, A 3112, B 3164 
Men, pi of Man , also a teeah ened fomn o f 
Man, tn the s^^nse ot ‘one,’ or ‘some 
one’ , used with a singular \erb bco 
Man 

Mendinants, pi mendicant friars, D 
i<107, 1912 

Mene, adj middle, B 3 m q 28 , mene 
uhyle^ mean while, G 1262, ot middle 
size, T \ 806 , Mene, adj j)l mtex- 

mediate, 7 286 

Mene, 8 means, way, 11 36 , middle 

course, 1 1 689, iristminent, E 1671, 
mediator, i 123, go-between, T 111 234, 
intermediary, I 990 , the mean, L 165 , 
pi moans, instruments, D 1484 
Meneliche, adj moderate, B i p 6 in 
Menen, gei to say, HF 1104 , to signify, 
B 3941 , ipi 8 intend, A 70^, MenestoAv, 
meanest thou, G 309, Mente, i pt a 
meant, intended, B 4614 , purposed, 18 
30, declaied, 7 160, Mcnt,pj) intended^ 
5 138 

Mene-whyle, mean time, I) 1445 
Mening, s intent, F 131 
Menivere, a miniver a fine fur II 2-7^ 
Menstralcies, pi mintrclsies, HF 1217 
Mente, pt t of Menon 
Mentes, pi plants of mint, B 731 
Mercenarie, s hireling A 314 
Merciable, adj nieicilul, B 1878, ,013 
Mercy,® 1 7, (have) meic>, 1 30, yraunt 
metty^ much thanks, 10 20 
[ Mere, 9 mare, A 341 , Marc A 40^3 
' Meridian, adj at the moment ot south- 
I mg, southein, \ pr 93 
1 Meridie, s middav , A ii 44 48 
1 Meridional, adj southern F 263 
Merier, adj pleasanter, sweeter, B 2024,. 

' 4041 

' Mentone ad) meritorious, I 831 
I Merk, s imagi , F 880 
Merken, i hiand, B 1 41 4 mo 
i Merlion, s moilm, small hawk 3 i3(). 
Mermaydons, sirens, B (>So, 6S. 
Mersshy, adj marsh j, I) 1710 
Merveille, ® maivel 132730 
Merveillous, adj marvellous, B 1643 
Mery, adj meii>, gay, B. 380, plea^nt, 
A 23s, 737, pleiisant to hear, B 1186, 
Meriomen, follow eis, B 2029 
Mas , at good mes, at a lav oui able distance, 
so as to have a lair shot, R 1453 O F 
mes 

Meschauncs, s misfortune, A 2009, 

d 
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occurience, T i 92 , a miserable con- 
lUtion, B ^204 , unfortunate conduct, C 
80, ill luck, B 461^ , lU luck (to him), 
B 896 , lotth m , with a mischief, H 
J93 

Mesohief, s misfortune, A 493, B 3513 , 
trouble, mishap, A 2551 , tribulation, H 
76 

HdLesel, 8 leper, I 624 O F viettel 
Meselrie, s lejirosy, I 023 
Message, s (i), message T in 401 , 
errand, B 1087, (-) messengei, B 144, 
333- 

Messager, s messengei, A 1491 
Messagerye, s a sending of messages 
(personified), 3 228 
Messanger, s messenger, HF 1568 
Messe, s mass, B 1413 
Messuage, 8 dwelling-house, A 3970 
Meste, 2)1 most, 1 e highest in rank, 
greatest, E 131 , at the m , at most, T v 
947 

Mester, s service, office, occupation, A I 
1340 O F mP8tei , Ijat minutenum 
Mesurable, adj moderate, A 435 , modest, 

I 936 

Mesurably, adi moderately, B 2795 
Mesure, s moderation, 3 881 , measure, 
E 256 , plan, 3 303 , by m , not too much, 

3 872 , moderately, R 343 , over in , 
immeasurably, 3 300 , out oj m , im- 
moderately, B 2607 , withoutc tn , beyond 
measuie, 3 632 

Mesurmg, a measure, R 1349 
Met, a measuie of eapaeity, I 799 
Metamorphoseos, yen s (the book) of 
Metamorphosis , it should be pi Meta- 
morphoseon , B 93 

Mete, adj meet, befitting, 3 316 , fit L 
1043 , %)l meet, A 2291 
Mete, 8 equal, 3 486 
Mete, 8 meat, food, A 136, i9(x) , meat, 

L 1108 , repast, T 11 14.O2 , eating \ 
127 

Mete, V meet, R 148 , find, 3 O98 , to 
meet together, B 1873, Metith, pr s 
meets {men being singular — one), A 
1324 , Mette,pf pi met, E 390, Metten, 
pt pi HP 227 , ttel met, I) 1443 
Mete, dream, T 111 1539,1V 1396, v 249, 
Met, JJT 8 5 104, 105 , Mette, 1 jd 8 5 
93 , Me mette, i pt 8 reji I dreamt, R 
26, pt 8 imxfere 3 276 , Met, pp B 4443 
Mete, 1 pr a (I) measure, A 11 41 8 
Metely, adj well-proportioned, R 822 
Meth, 8 mead (dnnk), A 2279 
Meting ( I), 8 melting, L 784 
Meting, (2), a dream, 3 282 


Meve, V move, stir, T 1 472 to hi 
mevtd, uiged against him, L 344 
Mewe, 8 mew, 1 e coop wherein fow 
were fattened, A 349 , properly, a cck 
for hawks when inoultmg, F 64 
hiding-place, T 111 60- 
Mewet, adj mute, T % 194 
Mexcuse, to) Me excuse, excuse mysel 
16 36 

Meynee, a household, B 1238 , compan 
R 1303, followpis, suite, retinue, 1 
tamers, household-servants, R 613,63 
household, menials, A 1238 , army, troo 
B 3332, assembly, HF 933, Meme 
retinue, I 437, troop, A 4381, Mem 
crow, L 2201 O i meisnee, maisne 
household 

Meyntenaunce, s demeanour, 3 834 
Michel, adj much, A ii -3 30 
Mid, adj middle, 3 6()<) 

Middel, 8 waist, R 103- 
Midel, adj neitlnr tali 1101 shoit, 7 79 
Mikel, adj great, 7 99, much, L 1173 
Mile-wey, a a space of 3 , 'whu li answc 
to twenty minutes of time, the averaj 
time for walking a mile , henoo tl 
term, A 1 7 ii 

Milksop, 8 a 2)iece of biead sopiiod i 
milk, he net, i weak, effemmate mai 
B 3 lot) 

Milne-stones, p? mill-stones, T 11 13S 
Minde, s reinembianee, T 11 oo 
memory, B 3*7 , in m , m lemembrane 
P 109, (x)7 

Ministres, pi ofhteis, B 4233 
Ministreth, pr n administers, govern 
B 3 m 6 3 

Minne, imp s lemcinber, m«mtion, lO 4 
Mmstralcye, a mmstielsy, E 171 ? 
musical instrument, H 113, sound < 
music, F 26S 

Mintinge, pt et pf intending, B i ni 2 
1 Miracle, a wonder, A 2673 , legend, 
1881 , pleyfHof m , imracle-phijs, 1) 33? 
Mirour, s minor, R 367, 13S3 
Mirre, a myrrh, A 21138 
Mirthe, a iileasuro, amusement, R 60 
Miidho, Sii, Miith (i)ersonihed), R 73 
Mirtheles, adj sad, 3 3t)2 
Mis, adj wrong, amiss, T iv 1348, ba( 
HF 1973 , blameworthy, G 999 
Mis, 8 wrong, evil, L 266 a 
Mis, adv amiss, wrongly, T 1 934 
Mis, i pr a lack, have not, () 47 
Misacounted, pp miscounted, T 
1183 

Misaunter, a misadrenture, nnsfortiUK 
T 766. 
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RCisaventiire, s misadventure, mishap, 
B 616 , mischief, 11 422 
Misavyse, pi pi 1 eJU act unadvisedly, D 
230 

Misbileve, 8 suspicion, G 1213 
Misbileved, infidels, 1 146 
Miisboden, pp ottered (to do yon) evil, 
insulted, A 900 

NEisborn, jyp nusbthavcd, B 3067 (lit 
‘ borne amiss ’) 

Miscarie, v go amiss, A 513 
Wtischaunce, s ill luck, R 1548 , mis- 
chance, E 2 k;i , misfortune, L 1826 , to 
vmchauniL^ 1 e to the devil, T 11 222, 
\ 359 , Imo VI , how the mischief, T iv 
1362 

Mischeef, 9 misfoitnne, L 1278, danger, 
4 58 , harm, R 2^3 

Misconceyveth, jn s misunderstands, 
E 2410 

miscounting, s frauduk nt reckoning, R 
igO 

IVCisdemeth, s misjudges, E 2410 
misdeparteth, pj s paits or divides 
amiss, B 107 

misdooth, 717 8 ill treats B 3112 
Misdrawinges, s uay of drawing 
aside, B 3 p 12 107 

Misencorde, s (time is) merc^, pity, T 

III 1 177 , pit3 , B 2 (k) 8 
IVCiserie, s mistn, B 3167 

Misese, 8 trouble , 1 806 , discomfort, 
^ 177, pi injuries, B i p 4 73 
Misese d, ^1/1 vexed, I SoC) 

Misfllle, pt 8 (nibj it w cut amiss (with), 
A .388 

Misforyaf, pf 9 misgave, T iv 1426 
Misgoon, pp gone nstra3 , 1 80 
Misgovernaunce, « misconduct, B 3202 
Misgyed,pp misconducted, B 3723 
Mishap, 8 ill luck, B 34'?5 
Mishappe, ^ nu(t with misfortune, B 
2886 , pi 8 8n0j i^it) may h ippeii ill foi, 
A 1646 

Mishappy, adj unhapp3 , B 2738 
Misknowinge v ignorance, B3 m 11 27 
Mislay, pt V lav m an uncomtoitable 
liosition, A 3047 

Misledden, pt pi misi onductod, T iv 48 
Misledinges, misguiding wav’s, B 3 
X) 8 2 

Mislyketh, pr » displeases, L 1293 
Mislyved, pp ol ill hfe, tioacheious, T 

IV 330 

Mismetre, pi s subj scan amiss, T v 
1796 

Mis-sat, pf 8 was not wheie it should 
be, 3 941 , nusbocamo, 11 1194 


Misse, V fail, I) 1416 , draw to an end, 5. 
40 , pt 8 was wanting (to), T 111 445 
pp missmg, T 111 5^7 
Mis-set, pp misplaced, 3 1210 
Misseye, j pr a speak amiss, 7 317 , pr 8 
slanders, I 379 , mtssayd 01 do, said or 
done wrong, 3 528 

Misspeke, 1 p? s suhj speak wrongly, A 
Mistaketh, 2 pi id transgress trespass, 

R 1540 

Mister, 8 trade, handicraft, occupation, 
A 613 , need, R 1426 , Mester, occupa- 
tion, A 1340 , what m men, men of what 
occupation, what sort of men, A 1710 
bee Mester 

Misterye, a ministry, profession, I 895 
From Lat mimsterturn 
Mistihede, a mystery, 4 224 
Mis-torneth, pi pi turn aside, B 3 
P 3 9 

Mistyde, v be unluckj- , B 288b 
Miswandennge, adj stravmg (Lat* 
demus), B 3 p 2 27 
Miswent, pp gone amiss, T 1 633 
Mis-weyes, a pi by-paths, B 3 m 1 1 3 
Miteyn, a mitten, glov e, C 37- 
Mixen, a dunghill, I 911 
Mo (mob), adj more, A pr 27 , more (in 
niimbei), A *>76, 849, besides, L 917, 
others, E 2113 , another, E 1030 , (others) 
besides, E 2263, many otheis besides, 
D 6O3 , tymen mo, at other times, E 440 , 
otheie mo, others besides, G 1001 , na mo, 
no more, none else, B dQef 
Mo, adi more, any longer, D 864 , ncier 
the ino, nevei mo, never, D bpi, 1090. 
Mochel, adj great, L 196b , much G bii 
Mochel, adv much, B 39«;9 
Mochel, a size, 3 434, 861 
Moder, a mothei , B 276 , the tluckest 
plate forming the principal part of the 
astrolabe (Lat matei or ixitula^ A 1 3 
1 , Modies, gen B 1783 , Mod res, pi 
C 93 

Moeble, adj moveable, A 1 21 80 
Moeble, a moveable goods, personal 
propel tv’, T iv 13S0, i4(x) pi G 340 
Moedes, a pi moods, strains (of music), 
B 2 p 1 30 

Moevable, adj fickle, B 4 m3 ^2 , as s 
The hrsto m , the ‘iirmiuni mobile,’ A 1 

17 *?<^> 

Moevabletee, a mobilitv,B4 p6 126 
Moeve, gei to stir up, B 2218, v move, 

1 133 

Moevero, a. mov^er, A 2987 
Moevmge, 9 mov mg, motion, A pr 99 , 
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Pirste moeving, tho ‘ priiniim mobile,’ 
A 1 17 4«5 

Moiste, pi supple, A 4^7 
Moiste, adj as s moisture, It 1564 
Mokereres, a pi misers, B 2 p 5 18 
Mokre, v hoard up, T 111 1^7^ 

Molestie, trouble, B ^ p g 10=? 
Mollificacioun, a softening, G S54 
Molte, pp , see Melte 
Monche, v munch, T 1 914 
Mone, 8 moon, A 2077 , 1 e position or 
‘ quarter ’ of the moon, A 40? , Mone, 
gen B 2070 , Mones, gen P 11^4 
Idone, a moan, complaint, A nOO, F 9*0 
Mone, t 7ejt to lament, T 1 98 
Monstre, a piodigv, F ih4 •> pl B ^^02 
Montaigne, a mountain, B 24 
Mood, a anger, A 1760 , thought, C 126 
Moon, a moan, lamentation, complaint, 
L 1169, 1799 

Moorne, i pi 9 mourn, A ^704 
Moorninge, a mourning, plaint, A ^^706 
Moot, 8 pl notes on a horn, 3 376 
Moot, 1 jrn a must, shall, B 1833 , ^7 a 
must, ought to, A 232 , is to (go), B 294 , 
Mot, I pr a may, 4 267, must, ha\e 
to, B 227, Most, 2 jir a B 104, Mot, 
pr a must, has to, L 388, 1945, Mote, 
2 pr pl may, T 11 402 , Moten, must, 
L 343 , Mote (07 Moot), pr a aubj may, 
HP 102 , L 843 , IS sure to, L 1632 , 
Moot (or Mote) 1 goon, may I still go, 
may I still retain the power to walk, 
F 777 , So moot (or mote) I thee, as 
I may thrive, as I hope to thrive, C 
309 , As ever mote I, A 8 32 , Poule 
moot thee falle, ill may it befall thee, 
H 40 , Moot (or Mote) thou, mayst thou, 
B 1626 , Moste, i pt 8 must (go), B 282 , 
Mostc, pl a must, 4 250 , had to, B 
886 , ought to (be;, P 38, was made to, 
B 3700, Mostfii, pt pl should, L 99, 
Moste, jp< a suhj might, L 1^73, ua 
moste, we must resolve to, G 946 
Moral, adj excellent in character, T iv 
16 j 2 

Moralitee, a moral tale, I 38 , moral 
writing, I 1088 

Mordre, a murder, K 1136, m nolout, 
B 4242 

Mordre, grr to murder, kill, L 1336 
Mordrer, a murdcier, 5 333, 612 
Mordnng, a murdeiing, A 2001 
More, adj greater, B 2396, E 1231 , larger, 
HP 500, More and lease, all alike, 
every one, B 939 , More and moie, HP 
532, nnth-outen mote, without lurther 
trouble, T iv 133 


More, adt more, A 219, in a great 
degree, B 3743 

More, a root, T v 25 AS qiioi h 
Mormal, a sore, gangrene, A 386 
Morne, a morning, moime milk, mornin 
milk, A 358, 3236 

Morsel, a morsel, bit, A 128, ?« hicc 
morsel of bread, B 3624 
Morter, a mortar, q 1 3 , a metal bowl f 
holding wax, with a wick for burn in 
T IV 1245 

Mortifye, V kill , used of produt 11 
change by chemical action, G 143 
pp deadened, I 233 

Mortreux, pl thickened soups or pc 
tages, A 384 (Also spelt moiticin 
thus X IS for a ) 

Morwen, a morning, morrow, T 11 l3^ 
Morwe, L 49, 108 , fore part of a da 
T IV 1308 , by the morwe, earl^ m tl 
morning, A 334 

Morwenmge, a morning, A 1062 , dav 
mg, 4 26 

Morwe-song, a morning song, A 830 
Morwe-tyde, a morning-hour, E 2** 
tn the m , in the morning, B 4206 
Mosel, a muzzle, A 2131 
Most, 2 pt a oughtest rto), 8 3, Most 
pt a must, ought (to), A ^088, mu 
(go), HP 187 , had to go, T V 3 , w 
obliged to, T 111 340 , must, might, 
2102 , pt a aubj might, L 1594, Moste 
pt pl must, might, T u 1507, coul 
HP 2094 

Moste, adj aup greatest, P 199, chi< 
D 1041 , chief est, P 361 
Mote (1), 8 atom, T 111 1603, Motes, j 
specks of dust, D 868 
Mote (2), a motion (Lat motua), A 11 4 
22 The ‘meno mote’ or mean mutu 
is the average motion of a planet dn 
mg a given period 
Metre, ger to mutter, T 11 341 
Mottelee, a motley array, A 271 
Motthes, a pl moths, B 2187 
Mot^, a motive, hence idea, notion, 
628, E 1491 

Moulen, v grow mouldj , B 32 , j>p 
3870 

Mountance, a amount, value, qiiantit 
A 1370, amount (of time), L 307, lengt 
T 11 1707, value, H 235 
Mourdaunt, a chape, or metal tag, 1 
the end of a girdle, R 1094 (Not ‘ tl 
tongue of a buckle ’) 

Moustre, a jiattern, 3 912 
Moveresse, a a fomentiess of quarrel 
B 149 
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Mowe, 8 grimace, T iv 7 , pi HF 1806 
Mowen, v be able , mowen aheiven, be- 
come evident, B 5 p 4 163 , Mowen, ger 
to liave power, T u 1594 , May, i pr 8 
may, B 89, can, B 231, Maystow, 
mayest thou, A 1918 , Mowe, i pr pi 
can, B 2939 , may, HF 1735 , Mowen, 
2 pr pi can, 19 23 , Mowe, 2 pr pi 
may, L 92 , can, 3 *532 , Mowen, i>r pi 
aie able to, D 1722 , Mowe, pr pi may, 
can, A 2999 , Mowe, 2pr 8 subj mayest, 
G 4O0 , Mighte, pt 8 might, A 169, &c , 

I pt a auhj could, F 638 
Mowinge, 8 ability, B 4 p 4 32 
Mowled, pp decayed, A 3870 
Moysoun, s crop, growth, R 1677 O F 
woiaon , Lat ace rnemionem 
Moyste, adj fresh, ne\\, B 19*54, C 31=? 
Moysty, adj new (applied to ale), H 60 
Muable, adj changeable, T 111 822 
Muchel, adj much, great, A 23*52, a 
groat deal of, F 349 , in so m , in so 
much B 2644 , many, Or 673 
Muchel, adi greatlj, A 25S , much, F 
11.9 

Mid 16) est hominis confiisto, woman is 
in in’s confusion, B 4334 
Mullok, 9 a heap of refuse, A 3873 1 con- 
fused heap of niateiials, Cr 938, 940 
Multiplicacioun, 8 multiplying, 1 e 
the art of alchemy, G 849 
Multiplye, V to make gold and silver by 
the arts of alchemy, G 66<) 
Murmuracion, 8 murmuring, I 499 
Murmuringe, a murmur, A 2432 
Murthe, a mirth, jo\ , E 1 123 
Murye, adj merry, A 1386 
Muscle, 8 mussel, D 2icxi 
Muse, 8 muse, poetic faculty, 16 38 
Muse, gei to consider, T 111 *563 , pr a 
gazes into, R i‘593 , pp gazed, R 164*5 
Musice, Music, B 2 pi 49 
Musyke, music, «5 62 , Musik, B 4483 
Mu we, 8 mew, pen (tor hawks), cage, 
T 1 381 , tn niuite, cooped up, T iv 
496 

Mawe, t change, T 11 12*58 
Myle, 8 mile, HF 1038 , fyve m , five 
miles, G *53') 

Mynde, 8 dat mind, recollection, 3 13 
ate reason, 2 34, 3 ^*0^0 minde 

wpow, remember, 19 26 
Myne, v undeimmo, T 111 767 
Mynour, a one who mines, A 2465 
Myne, adj merry, A 1491^ 

Myrie, adv merrily, A 3375 
Myrier, adv comp morner, R 876 
Mys, pi mice, B 2 p 6 37 


Myte (i), 8 mite, thing of no yalue, A 

1558 

Myte (2), mite, insect , jd I> 

N 

N*, fo) ne, not , as 111 nachete% for ne 
a^heveth, and the like 
Na, no (Northern), A 4173 
Na mo, 1 e no more, none else, B 695 
Nacheveth, for ne acheveth, achieves 
not, T V 784 

Nadde, pt 8 {for ne liaddc\ had not, R, 
457 

Naddre, a adder, E 1786 
Nadir, s the point of the ecliptic exactly 
opposite to that in which the sun is 
situate, A 11 6 i , see 1 12 
Nadstow, 2 8 haddest thou not, didst 

thou not, A 4088 

Naille, nnjj 8 P Id it nail, let it fasten, 
E 1184 

Naiteth, p) s lefuscs, B i mi 23 
Nake, 22)? pi make naked, B 4 m 7 70, 
Naked pj) as adj naked, A 1936, I 103, 
bare, HF 133, destitute, void, weak, G 
486 , simple, plain, A pi 30 
Nakers, pZ kettle-dinims, A 2511 From 
the Arabic 

Nale , aftt nale, at the ale, at the ale- 
house, D 1349 

Nam, {for no am), i p? a am not, A 
1122, B 2710, nam but deed, am onl3'' 
a dead man, 3 204 
Nam, jtiZ 8 took, G 1297 
Name, 8 gix>d name, leputition, L 1812, 
title, B 3 p 6 36 

Namely, adi especiillj, V 1208, 2709 
Namo {jtvr na mo), no moio in number, 
A 101, 344, none othei, no one else, 
I >957 

Namore, adv no more, A 98 
Napoplexye, for No npoplexj'-e, nor 
apoplew , B 4031 

Nappeth, jn s naps, slumbers, nods, 
H9 

Narette , see Arette 
Nart, {for ne ait) ait not G 409 
Narwe, adj small, B 4012 jd A 623 , 
close, closel> dravMi D 1803 
Narwe, adt nairowh, tloseh, A 3224, 
tightly, h 600 , carefullv, E 1988 
Nas, {foi no was), was not, A 231, 288, 
I now buty I was simph ,221 
Nassayeth, foi no assaveth, attempts 
not, T V 784 

Nat, adv not, A 74, Nat but, only, 
merely, L i8<)9, quite, L, 2091 
Nat, ( ft r no at), nor at, B 290. 
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llfatforthy, notwithstanding, Baio*; 
!Natal, adj who presides o\er nativities, 
T 111 150 

liTath {for ne hath), pr s hath not, A 
92^ 

Nathelees, nevertheless, A 
Nature, s nature, An, kind, race, s 
615 , seed, I S77 

Naturel, adj natural, A 416 A ‘day 
natural ’ is a period of 24 hours 
Naught, adv not, B 1701 , not so, G 26^ 
Nave, 8 nave (of a wheel), D 2266 
Naxe, {(for no axe), ask not, T v =^94 
Nay, adv nay, no, G 13^9 , {opposed to 
yea), E 3'?'? , (answers a direct question), 
B 740, surely not' 3 1309, as s na\, 
untruth, 3 147 , It is no nay, there is 
no denying it, B 1956 
Nayte, v withhold, deny, I 1013 
Ne, adv and conj not, A 70 , nor, A 
179, 526 , ne ne, neither nor, A 
603 , (when used with a verb, a second 
negative is often added) 

Nece, 8 niece, B 1290 
Necesseden, pt pi compelled, B 3 
m Q 8 

Neddre, s adder , pi L 699 
Nede, 8 need, extremity, B 102, 638, 
2360 , extremity, difficult matter, B 
2917, peril, B 3576, at nede, at need, 
I 112, for nede, if needful, R 1123, 
8 08 adj needful, A 304 , pi matters ol 
busmess, B 174, 1266, necessities, T 11 
954 , needs, G 178 , for nedes, for very 
need, 3 1201 

Nede, adv necessarily, of necessity, R 
1441, 1473 

Nede, v be necessary, B 871 , Nedeth, 
pr 8 (it) IS necessary, (it) needs, A 462 , 
what n , what is the need of, A 849 , 
N’eded^,jpi s impers (there) needed, A 
4020, 4161 , ICS neded, we should need, 
T IV 1344 

Nedely, adv of necessity, necessarily, 

B4435 

Nedes, adv needs, necessarily, of neces- 
sity, L 1298 

Nedes-cost, adv of necessitj, A 1477, 
L 2697 

Needly, adv necessarily, B 3 p 9 87 
See Nedely 

Neen, no (Northern), A 4183, 4187 
Neer, adv comp nearer, A 839, 968 , mer 
and neer, A 4304 , as pos adv near, A 
*439 > or neer, far or near, 11431 
Neet, pi neat, cattle, A 597 
Negardye, s mggardlmess, 10 53 
Neghen, t draw nigh, L 318 


Neigh, adj near, mgh, B 2338 
Neigh, adv nearly, T 1 60 
Neighebour, s neighbour, A 333 
Neighen, V draw near, T 11 1333 
Neither nother, (in) neither the 01 
nor the other, B 3 m 3 33 
Nekke-boon, s neck-bone, B 1830 , nec 
D 906 , nape of the nei k, B 669 
Nel, i pr 8 will not, T 11 726 
Nempnen, v name, B 307 
Nenvye, foi ne env\e, tmjf s envy nc 
T V 1789 

Ner, adv comp neaier, 3 888, T 1 44 
Nere, 3 38, ner and nei , B 1710, N 
the les, nevertheless, 4 1 30 
Nercotikes, pi narcotics, A 1472 
Nere {for ne were), 2 pt s wast not, 
112, pt pi were not, A 875, D 194 
j pt 8 8uh) should not (I) be, T 11 4o< 
Nere, pt s suhj would not be, shou 
not be, A 1129, >vero not B 39S4 , we 
it not, B 13. , weie it not (foi ), i 2 
180 

Nere, adv nearer, R 1434 
Nerf, 8 ner\c 1 f «!inew T 11 642 
Nescapest {for Ne escapest), escape 
not, L 2643 

Nest, 8 J) 1691 , iLilkrd nest, 1 e man f 
or Mauny (referring to Sir 01 i\i 
Mauny), B 3373 , jd HF 1316 
Net-herdes, gen neat-heids, B 2746 
Nether, ndj lower, A 3832 
Netherest, supeil lowest, le oute 
most, A 1 18 7 

Nevene, v name, G 821 , herd her nan 
n , heard fliim) name her name, ' 
1 876, pi j)l eithj may mention, 
H 71 

Never, adv ne\er, A 70, n dule hi 
never did aught that was not, 4 29 
71 the neer, none the neaier, G 721 
Neveradel, adv not a bit, C 670 
Never-mo, adv never oftoner, ne\< 
(with two exceptions ), A 11 31 5, neve 
3 1123 

Nevew, 8 nephew, L 1442 , grandso 
L 2639 

Newe, adv newly, freshly, afresh, 
363, 428, of newe, new, Iresli, T 11 2( 
Newe and newe, again and again, ' 
111 116, contmually, C 929 
Newed, « had something fresh in ] 
3 906 , pp renewed, B 3036 
Newefangel, adj fond of novelty, F 61 
H 19^ 

New-fangelnesse, 8 fondness for no\ elt 
L 134 , F 610 

Newe-thought, 8 Inconstancy, R 982 
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Cfexte, adj siip nearest, A 1413, easiest, 

T 1 697 

KTey, adj nigh, A 11 3 78 
NTigard, adj niggardly, R 1172 
Dfigard, a miser, niggard, B 4105 
Dfigardye, a miserliness, B 1362 
NTighte, get to grow dark, become night, 

T \ 513 

Dfigliter-tale, a , hy n the night-time, 

A 97 This expiession seems to have 
resulted from a conliision of Icel cl 
mlttar-J>eh^ in the dead ot night, with 
Icel ndttar tal^ a tale or number of 
nights j 

Night-spel, night spell, night-incan- 
tation, A 3480 I 

KTigromanciens, necromancers, j 

T 603 I 

Wil, 1 2)r a will not 3 0-2, 1123, will (I) 1 

not, shall (Ij not, T \ 40, 43, 44 , desire 
not, dislike, k O46 , Nille, r a will 1 

not, G 1463 , Nil, J)} 8 will not, B 972 , 1 
will not (have), 3 38(1, will (she) not, 

3 1140 , Nilt, 2^1? a wilt not, T n 1024, 
Niltow, thou wilt not, T 1 792 
Nillinge, a refusing, B 3 p 2 23 
Nin, /or Ne in, nor in, h 1311, ¥ 3^ 

Nis, for ne is not, 2 77 , I her nis no 
more but, all that remains is that, 1 j 
847 

Niate, t pt a knew not, F 502 , pt a 
knew not, A 3414, 4223 
Noble, a a gold com, 3256, pi HF 
1313 (Worth 6s Sd) 

Nobledest, jii sap ennobledest, didst j 
ennoble, G 40 A translation ot Banto s 
nobilitaati 

Noblesse, a nobleness, R 780, noble 
cheer, T \ 439, nobility, D 1167 , (title 
ot respect), B -056, magnificence, B 
3438 , high honour, B 3208 , nobility, 
raiiK, R 1034 , worthy behaviour, B 
183, 248 

Nobley, a nobility, dignity, splendour, 
HF 1416, noble rank, T iv 1670, 
assembly of nobles, G 449 , state, F 77 
Nof ( fo) Ne of ), noi of, 1 ) 371, 660 
Noght, adv not, A 107, by no means, 
m no resiioct, A 1226, Noght but loi, 
only because, D 645 

Noght, 8 nothmg, C 542, N worth, 
worth nothing, H 200 
Noiseu, apt pi try aloud, B 3 m 6 10. 
Nokked, jtp notched, R 942 
Nolde, J pt a would not, did not want, 

3 90, (I) should not desire, G 1334 > 
Noldest, 2 2)t a wouldst not, 3 482 , 
Noldestow, it thou wouldst not, T 111, 


1264 , Nolde, 2)t a would not, i 31 , 
would not (have), A 1024 
Nombre, a number, A 716, amount, 
sum, A u 24 5 

Nombred, pp counted in, T 111 1269 
Nomen, taken, T v 314 , put, R 408 , 
Nome, jyp L 822, 1018, 1777 Pp of 
mtnen 

Nones, for the, for the nonce, for the 
occasion, for this occasion, A 379, 523, 
343, 879 , on the spur of the moment, 
T 1 3O1 , forthe time, T n 1381 , With 
the nones, on the condition, HF 2099, 
L 1340 Originally for then anes, tor 
the once , where then is the dat of the 
def article (A S <)dw) 

Nonne, a nun, A 118, Nonnes Freest, 
Nun’s Priest, B 46^7 
Nonnerye, a nunnerv, A 3946 
Noon, none, no, A 318, 449 , or noon, or 
not, or no, 1) 2069 

Noot, 1 pi 8 know not, L 2660, Not, L 
193, Nost, knowest not, 3 1137 Nostow, 
thou know est not, HF 1010, Noot, pi a 
knows not, C 284 , Not, 4 214 A b 
ndt 

Nonce, a nurse, B 4303 
Nonce, v nonusli, foment, B 2204 , pp 
brought up, F 39c) 

Nonssing, a nutriment, A 437 growth, 
A 3017, Noiishmge, bringing np, K 
1040 , pi relections, B 4 p 6 3^ , 
sustenance, B i p 6 93 (Lat fomitein) 
Noriture, a nourishment, T iv 768 
Nortelrye, a education, A 39(17 
Northren, noitliein, A 1987 
Norture, s mstmction, good manners, 
R 179 

Nory, 8 pupil (lit foster-child), B 3 
p II 233 , Noii\, B I p 3 14 
Nose-thirles, pi nost ills, A 337 , 1 209 
Noskmnes, /o? Noneskinnes, of no kind, 
HF 1794 From nones, gen of noon, 
none , and Ktnnes, gen of li 7 u 
Nost, Nostow, Not , see Noot 
Not but, onlj, 4 121 , T 111 1630. 

Kota, 1 e observe, A 11 26 3^ 

Notab ilitee, s notable fact, B 4399 
Notable, adj notorious, lemarkable, B 
1873 

Notaries, a jtl sciibes, I 797 
Note, a {i) note i^in music), A 2^3, B 1737 
musical note, ixal, HF 1720 , tune, s 
677 , ^ n according to music al notes, 
by note, H 669 , in concoid, all at once, 
T IV 583 

Note, a (2), employment, business, task, 
job, A 4068. A S notu 








Noteful, adj \iseiul, A pi i-o 
Notemuge, 5 mitmeg, B ig'^^ 

Notes, 8 pi nuts, K 1^60 
Not-heed, <? ci op-head, a head, with hair 
cropped short, A icx) 

Nother, neitliLi, 7 2 ‘13, neither (of them), 
L 192 

Nothing, adv in no respect, in no degree, 
not at all, A 2^05 , for w , by no means, 
D 1121 

Notificacions, pi hints, B m 3 2^ 
Notifle, pi pi indicate, I 430 , pp pro- 
claimed, B 236 

Nouchis, s pi jewelled ornaments, jewels 
(properly, sotting tor itwels), clasps, 
HF 1330 , Nowches, E 382 E oitch 
Nought, adi not, T 11 37*^, 673 , not at 
all, 3 3 j B 2262 
Noumbre, 8 number, 3 440 
Noumbre, i’ number, 3 439 pp counted 
in, T 111 1260 

Noun-certeyn, s uncertainty, 18 46, T 
1 337 

Noun-power, s impotence, B 3 p 3 22 
Nouthe, now, T 1 983 , as nouthe^ at 
present, A 462 

Novelrye, s novelty, T 11 736 
Now, adt now, A 713 , for non, for the 
present, 7 343 , now and non, from time 
to time, occasionally, F 430 
Nowches , see Nouchis 
Noyous, troublesome, HF 574 Short 
for anoyous 

Ny, adj near, B 2362 , Nyo, d<f the ono 
who IS near, A 3392 

Ny, adv nigh, nearly, B 2733 , oji ny as, 
as close to, A 588 , ttel ny, almost, A 
1330 

Ny, prfip nigh, B 330 
Nyce, adj foolish, B 3712, 4303 , ignorant, 
R, 1257 , foolish, weak, B 1083, G 493 , 
ludicrous, A 3835 , scrupulous, A 398 
Nycely, adv foohshly, T v 1132 
Nycetee, 8 folly, G 463 , simplicity, A 
4046 , foolish behaviour, pleasure, B 
412 , scrupulousness, T 11 1288 
Nye , see Ny 

Nyfles, jp? mockeries, pretences, I) 1760 
Lit ‘ sniffings ’ , 0 F mjicr, to smtf 

O 

O (bo), one, A 304, 363 , a single, B 3 p 6 
158, one and the same, T 11 37, ono 
continuous and uniform, HF 1 ux) See 

Oon 

Oboisant, adj obedient, E 66, T 264 
Obeisaunce, 8 obedience, E 24, 502 , 


obedient act, E 230, obedient faiewell, 
L 2479 ) your 0 , in obedience to you, 

2 84, unto her 0 , in obedience to hei, 
L 587 , Obeisauncos, pi acts of dutiful 
attention, L 149 , observances, L 12M 

Obeising, adj yielding, L 1266 
i Object©, adj presented, B 3 P 3 3 
Obligacioun, s bond, 13 2, Obhgaciouns, 
pi sureties, B 3018 

Oblige, V , o to you, lay an obligation on 
you (to make me), T iv 1414 
I Obsequies, pi funeral rites, A 993 
I Observaunce, « respect, A 1043, homage, 

^ 7 218, observance, L 160S , ceremou3, 

T 11 112, heed, 1 747 , customary 
j attentions, F 936 , duties, L 130 
I Observe, v favoui, B 1821 , p/ s takes 
I heed, I 303 

■ Occasioun, s cause, L 994 
Occident, s west, B 297 
I Occidental©, western, \ 1 3 9 
Occupy©, V tike up, F 64 , p/ s follows 
I close upon T iv 836, dwells in, B 424, 

' imp 8 hold to, B 4 p 7 103 
, Octogamye, s marrying eight times, D 
! 33 

Of, prep of, A 2, Ac , by, R 1260, con- 
cerning, about, F 1179, during, B 310, 
for, 13 19 , off, from, 3 9O4 , on account 
of, B 2208 , as to, ns regards, in respcc t 
of, F 423, as to, 3 966, upon, 3 333, 
over, B 2947 , with, A 2035 , some, A 
*46, of a purpos, on purpose, dclibci- 
ately, B 2273 , ofal my hf, in all my lift , 

3 484 , of grace, by his favour, out of 
his favour, E 178 , fuljild of, filled with, 

I 7 42 

Of, adv off, away, 3 494 , (come) off, 1 
IV 1106, off, A 2676, com of, be quick, 
have done, A 3728 
Offensioun, damage, A 2416 
Offertorie, s offertory, A 710 
Office, 8 office, employment of a secular 
character, A 292 , employment, B 3440, 
duty, 3 236, property, D 1144 , place of 
office, D 1377, ictth 0, by the use of 
(Lat officio), B I pi 3 , houses of 0 , 
servants’ offices, E 264 
Of-newe, adv newly, again, B 1013, 
lately, E 938 

i Of-showve, V repel (lit shove off), A 
3912 

Of-taken, pp taken away, B 1835 
Ofte, adj pi many , Of to sytlics, often- 
times, A 483 , Ofte tyme, olten, A 52 , 
Tymes ofte, E 226 
Ofter, adv comp oftener, E 215 
Of that, conj because, L 815 
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Of-thowed, thawed away, HF 1143 
Oght, 8 aught, anything, F 1469 , any- 
thing of value, Gr 133s , «« ought, 
at all, B 1792 
Oghte , soo Owen 
Oke, Okes , see Ook 
Ollfaunts, 8 pi elephants, B 3 P 8 29 
Oliveres, 8 pi olive-trees, B 1314 , olive- 
yards, B 3226 
Olyve, 8 olive-tree, iPi 
Omelies, s pi homilies, I 1088 
On, prep on, A 12 , in, F 921 , at, T 111 
32 , of, T 111 18 , as legards, B 1424 , 
against, T 11 863 , towards, 4 298 , 
hinding on, 10 43 , hir ow, upon her, 3 
I- 17 on eie, in the evening, E 1214 , on 
leste, at icst, F 379 
On, one , see Oon 
Onde, 8 envy, R 148 AS ernd/i 
Oneden, pi %}l united, I 193 , it?* united, 
complete, D 1968 

Ones, adi once, B 3SS , united in design, 
C 696 , at ones, at once, A 763 
On-lofte, adi alolt, up in tlie air, in the 
&kv, 3 503 , 683 , above ground, E 229 
On-lyve, adv alne, F 932 Lit ‘ in lite ’ 
Oo, one , see Oon 

Ook, 8 oak, A 1702 Oke, dat 3 447 , 
{colleitivdy), R 1384 

Oon, one, R 624 , always the same, tlio 
same, one and the same, B 2142 , united, 
agreed, T 11 1740, alone, un wedded, 1 > 
66 , the same, 1 e of small consequence, 
3 1293, the same thing, alike, F 337, 
oon th^^ faiiesfc, one of the faiiest, E 
21- , 171 oon, in the same state, un- 
ehangeablj , eiei in oon, evei alike, 
ilwa\s m the same manner, E 602, 
continually, D209 , oon and oon, one by 
one, A 679 , ajte/ oon, equally good, A 
341 , that oon, one thing, T iv 1433 > 
the one, C 666 , many oon, many a one, 
A 317, E 773, felle at oon, came to one 
agieeinont, T 111 363, many on, many 
a one, 1 ) 680, eieiith on, eveiy one, B 
1 164 , Oo, one, 0 - 207 , a single, R 1236 , 
one and the same, 3 1293 
Ooned, i^p united, B 4 p 6 81 
Open-ers, fruit of the medlai, A 3871 
Open-heeded, with head uneovcied, 1 ) 
643 

Opie, 8 opium, A 1472 , Opies,i>/ opiates, 
L 2670 

Opned, pp opened, T 111 469 
Opposeu, V oppose , 0 me, lay to my 
charge, D 1397 

Oppresse, v suppress, 10 60 , violate, F 
1411 , gei to init down, G 4 

B 


Oppressioun, 8 oppression, wrong, I* 
2392, tyranny, 10 19, violation, L. 

1868 

Or, C071J eie, G 314 
Or, prep before, R 864 
Or, conj oi, A 91, &c , Or or, either 
or, R. 261 

Oratorie, s closet for piayers, A 1905 
Ordal, 8 ordeal, T 111 1046 
Orde, dat point, L 645 A S ord And 
see Word 

Ordenee, adj wcll-oidered, B 4 p i 46 
Ordenely, adi conformably, in order, 
B 4 p 6 313 

Ordenour, s ruler, B 3 p 12 102 
Ordeyned, pp provided, A 2353, ap- 
pointed, F 177 piepaied, Gr 1277, 
oidered, I 336, ( »= oidcynee), i)i> legu.- 
lited, T 1 892 

Ordinaat, adj ordcily E 1284 
Ordinatly, adi methodiealh, I 1043 
Ordinaunce, 8 arrangement, A 3012 , 
proMSion, B 230, ordcih aiiangcment, 
A 2567 , consideration 18 38, order, B 
2303, resolve, B 2258, command, 10 
44 

Ordred, pp as adj ordained, I 782 
Ordure, 8 filthiness, I 841 , rubbish, T 
\ 383 

Ore, 8 giace , thyn 0 , (I pi ay for) thy 
grace, A 3726 A ^ «; 

Ore, 8 oie (of metal 1, D 1064 A S d) 
Ores, f pZ oais, L 2308 
Orfrays, s gold embroidery , gold braid,, 
fringe with golden threads, R 462, 86 q, 
1076 AF O f7ClS,0}^ 01 f 7 018 
Organs, s pi ‘oigins,’the old equivalent 
of oigan, G 134 

Orgon, p? as sing oigan (Lat oigana), B 
4041 

Orient, s east, A 1494 
Oriental, adj eastern , i^hence) of superior 
quality, L ..i 

Orisonte, 8 horizon, T y 276 
Orisoun, s piayci, A 2372 
Qrizon itctinn, 01 light hoiizon, A 11 26 
33 This means the hoiizon of any 
l)lace situate on the equator, which 
could he repiesented by a sUatght line 
upon a disc of the astrolabe 
Orloge, 8 clock, 3 3So , B 4044 
Orphelin, adj oiphaned, B 2 p 3 33 
Orpiment, s oipiment, G 739, 774, 823 
^ Oipiment, tiisulphido of arsenic’, 
Webster 

Oi usevpum, i e horoscope, A 11 3 rubne^ 
Osanne, 1 e Hosannah, B 642 
Ost, 8 host, army, L 1906 

1 3 
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Ostelmeuts, s pi furniture, household 
goods, B 2 p 5 135 (h supellcctilu) 
Cf F outil 

Ostesse, 8 hostess, B 4 m3 23 
Otes, 8 pi (of) oats, D 1963 
Other, adj second, R 933, 976, the othei, 
A 427, nliat o, what else, T 1 700, 
that 0 , the other, F 496 , Other, pi 
others, K 1304 , Othere, pi other, A 
794 , others, HF 2131 , gen pi others’, 
HF 2itc3, Othei eSjf/en sing each other’ll 
(ht of the other), C 476 
Other, conj or, 3 810 , Other or, either 
01, Gf 1149 

Other-whyle, adv sometimes, B 2 p i 
120 

Ouche, 8 nouch, clasp, D 743 See Wou- 
chis. 

Ought, 8 anythmg, 3 439, as adv at all, 
T 11 268 , in ought that^ in as far as, T 
ui 1241 

Oughtestow, oughtest thou, L 1957 
Oule, 8 owl, D ro8i 

Oules, j)l awls , spiked irons for tor- 
menting men, D 1730 AS atvel 
Ounces, pi small poi-tions, A 677 , ounces. 
Or 7^6 

Ounded, pp wav^, T iv 7^6 
Oundinge, 8 adornment with waved 
hues, I 417 

Oundy, adj wavy, HF 1386 F onde 
Out, adv out, A 43, &c , used for come 
out, HF 2139, out, T IV 210, fulh, 
T 111 417 , inordie uil out, niuider will 
out, B 1766 , Out and out, entirely, T 11 
739 

Out, tnterj alas ’ A 3825 , Out ’ harrow ’ 

B4570 

Out of, prep without, C 137, out of, A 

452 

Out-breke, v break out, break silence, 
2 12 

Out-breste, v burst out, T iv 237 
Out-bringe, t utter, L 1833 
Outcast, pp cast out, T v 615 
Out»caughte, pt 8 drew out, B 1861 
Out-drawe,pp diawn out, T iv 1226 
Out©, adv away, T v 553, out, 1 e 
uttered, D 977 

Outen, V put out, utter, exhibit, G 834 , 
utter, E 2438, Oute, i p/ 8 utter, offer, 
D 521 AS Utian 

Outereste, adj superl uttermost, far- 
thest, B 2 m 6 17 

Outerly, adv utterly, entirely, E 335 
Outfieyinge, s flying out, HF 1523 
Out-hees, «. outcry, hue and ci y, alarm, 
A 2012 


Outher, cotij either, R 250 
Outherwhyle, adv sometimes, B 2733, 
2«57 

Outlandish, adj foreign, 9 2^ 

Outrage, 8 excess (hixu), B 2 m 5 5 , 
cruelty, injustice, A 2012 
Outrageous, adj excessive, B 2180 , im- 
moderate, I 743, violent, rampant, R 
174 , excessively bold, R 1237 
Outrageously, adv excessively, A 3998 
Outrance, s great hurt, excessive injury, 
24 26 

Outraye, v lose temper, E O43 OF 
outieej, to surpass 

Outrely, adj utteily, B4419 , entirely, B 
294 3» 307- , decidedly, B 2210 
Out-ringe, v img out, T ni 123' 
Out-rood, pf 8 rode out, T v 604 
Out-rydere, 8 ruler abroad, A 1O6 Ibe 
name of a monk who rode to inspect 
granges, &c 

Out-apringe, v come to light, T 1 745 , 
Out sprong, pf 8 spread abroad. Cm 
Out-sterte, pt pi started out, B 4237 
Out-straughte, jd s stretched, out, R 

1315 

Out taken, pp excepted, B 277 
Out-twyne, 2 p? pi twist out, utter, 
12 II 

Out-wende, t proceed, HF 1O43 
Over, prep above, R 1473 , beyond, D 
16O1 , besides, F 137, Over hii might, 
to excess, C 468 

Over, adj uppei, A 133, Overost, supeil 
uppermost, A 290 

Over-al, adv everywhere, A 210, 249, 
1207 , in all directions, T 1 928 , on ill 
sides, I) 264, in every way, E 2129, 
throughout, E 1048 , Over al and al, 
beyond every otlier, 3 i(X)3 
Overblow©, pp past, L 1287 
Overcast©, v overcast, sadden, A 1339 
Overcomer, 8 conqueror, B i m2 13 
Overdoon, pp carried to excess, G 643 
Over-gilt, adj worked over with gokl, 
R 873 

Over-goon, t pass away, T 1 840 , over- 
spread, B 2 p 7 42 

Overkerveth, pi s cuts across, crosses, 
A 1 21 90 

Overlad, pp jiut upon, B 3101 Lit hd 
over 

Overlad©, v overload, L 621 
Overlight, adj too feeble, B 4 m3 34 
Over-loked, pp * perused, 3 2 32 
Overlyeth, pr s lies upon, I 373 
Over-passethj pi e surpasses, B 5 p 6, 
117 
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Over-raughte, pt s reached over, hence, 
urged on, Tv ioi8 
Over-shake, pp shaken oif, 5 68 1 
Overshote, , had oveiehote hem, had 
over-run the scent, 3 383 
Over-skipte, i pt a skipped over, 
omitted, 3 1208 

Oversloppe, s upper-garment, Gr 633 
Cf Icel yfirslopp), an upper garment 
See Sloppes 

Oversprede, v spread over, cover, E 
1799 , Over-sprat, pr 9 over-spread eth, 
T 11 767 , Overspraddo, pt s covered, 
A 2871 

Overspringe, pr a suhj overpass, F 
1060 

Overtake, v overtake, attain to, Gr 682 , 
Overtook, a caught up, 3 360. 
Overte, adj open, HF 718 
Overthrowe, v be overturned, be ruined, 
HF 1640 

Over-throwinge, adj overwhelming, B 
1 m 2 2 , headlong (Lat jyraectptti), 
B 2 m 7 1 , headstrong (Lat praecij}Ut), 
B I m 6 23 , revolving, B 3 ni 12 43 
Overthrowinge, 9 tailing down, B 273^ , 
2)1 destruction (Lat B 2 m4 17 

Overthwart, adv acioss, A 199*) op- 
posite, T ill 683 , askance, R 292 
Overtymeliche, ade untimelv, B i m 
1 18 

Over-whelveth, pt s oierturns, turns 
over, agitati'S, B 2 m3 17 
Owen, V owe, own, possess , Oweth, 
pj 8 owns, possesses, C 361 , Oweth, 
2)r 8 9 eji it is incumbent (on him), 
L 360 a, Oghte, 1 pt 8 ought, 4 216, 
Oughtcstow, 2 2 d s oughttst thou, T 
V 345 , L 1937 , Oghte, 2)f s im2)e?8 it 
weie necessary, B 2188, him oqhte, he 
ought, L 377 , it became him, B itK)7 , 
hir oqhte, became her, E 1120 , tis oghU, 
it behoved us, we ought, i 119, hem 
oqhte, they ought, 0 1340, ^is oqhte 
(suhj ), it shouhl behove us, we ought, 
E 1130, Oghte, pt s owed, L 3S9 , 
ought, A 505 , Owed, due, B 4 p 
3 18 

Owene, adj def own, C 834 myn owene 
rvoman, independent, T 11 730, hts 
oime hand, with his own hand, A 3624 
Owh, inter j alas, B i p 6 23 
Owher, adv anywhere, A 633 
Oxe, 8 ox, C 354 , Oxes, gen E 207 , Oxen, 
2)1 A 887 

Oxe-staLle, s ox stall, E 398 
Oynement, 8 ointment, unguent, A 631 
Oynons, onions, A 634 


P 

Paas, a pace, step, L 284 , goon a pacta, 
go at a footpace, C 866 
Pace, V pass, go, A 1602 , pass T 1 371 , 
go away, 15 9, pass away, A 173, sur- 
pass, go beyond, T 111 1272 , walk, T v 
1791 , overstep, HF 392 , come, HF 
720, p of, pass over, T 11 1568, of this 
thing top , to pass this over in review, 
HF 239 , to pace of, to pass from, B 
203 , i pi 8 pass over (it), go on, HF 
1333 , proceed, go on, A, ^ 6 , 1 pr 8 
subj depart, F 494 , 2 pr 8 subj go, 
D 911 

Paillet, 8 pallet, T 111 229 
Paire, s pair, A 473, set, A 139, a^ pi 
pairs, 5 238 (Pat?, in the sense of 
‘ set,’ is applied to many things of the 
same kind and size ) 

Paisible, adj peaceable, 9 1 
Palasye, a palsy, R 1098 
Pale, a perjiendicular stripe, HF 1840 
Palestral, adj athletic, pertammg to 
wrestling, T v 304 

Paleth, %)? a renders pale, B 2 m 3 3 
Paleys-, or Paleis - chaumbres, pi 
palace-chambers, 0 41 
Paleys-gardyn, palace garden, T 11 308 
Paleys-ward, to, toward the palace, T 
11 1252 

Paleys-yates, pi gates of the palace, 
4 82 

Palinge, a adommg with (heraldic) 
pales, or upright stripes, I 417 
Palis, a palisade, stockade, B 1 p 6 41 , 
paling, rampart, B i p 3 86 OF 
palls, jyaleia 

Palled, pp pale, languid, H 33 
Pan, a brain-pan, skull, A 1163 
Panade, a kind of knife, A 3939, 3960. 
Panier, a j)annier, E 1568 , pd baskets 
for bread, HF 1939 
Panne, a pan, A 3944 
Pan ter, a bag-net lor birds, L 131 pi 
nets, 11 1621 O F jx^nttere 
Papejay, a popinjay, B 13^0, E 233^ , 
applied in England to the green wood- 
pecker (Gecinua mndta) 

Paper, a account-book, A 4404 
Paper-whyt, adj, white as paper, L 
1198 

Fapingay, s popinjay, R 81 See Pape- 
jay 

Pa? amour , i^ee Paramour 
Pa) cos, by chance, C 883 
Par compevnye, for company A 3839, 4167 
Paradys, a paradise, R 443 


Dds 
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Parage, s kindred, bii-tli, D 250, rank, 
D 1120 

Faraments, pi mantles, splendid cloth- 
ing, A 2:501 See Parements 
Paramour, (for jpar aimui)^ adv for love, 
B 203^ , longingly, B 1933 , with devo- 
tion, A 1155, Paramours, passionately, 
T V 332, A 2112, with excessive 
devotion, L 260 a , by way of passionate 
lo\e, T v is8 , for p , lor the sake of 
passion, E 1450 forparamows^ for love s 
sake, A 3354 

Paramour, 8 (i) concubine, wench, D 
454 , pi A 3756 , lovcis, paramours, T 
11 236, Paramour (2), love-making, A 
4?72 

Paraunter, perhaps, L 362 
Paraventure, peradventure, perhaps, F 
955 

Parcel, s part, F 852 , small part, 2 106 
Parchemin, s parchment, B 5 m 4 14 
Pardee, (F par I)ieu\ a common oath, 
A 363, 3084 , Pardieux, T 1 197 
Pardoner, 8 seller of indulgences, A 
54 h C $i 8 

Faregal, adj fully equal, T \ 840 
Parements, 8 pi rich hangings or orna- 
ments, (applied to a chamber), L 1 106 , 
P 269 See Paraments 
Parentele, s kinship, I 908 
Parfey, by my faith, in faith, HF 938 
Pardt, adj perfect, A 72, 422 
Parfitly, adv perfectly, E 771, wholly, 
B 2381 

Parfourne, v perform, B 2402 , Par- 
fourne, ger to fulfil, B 3137 , p vj>^ 
complete, D 2261 

Parfourninge, 8 performance, I 807 
Parisshens, pi parishioners, A 4S2 
Pantorie, s pelhtory, Paiictaiia offict- 
naltSy G 581 

Parlement, s (i") deliberation, decision 
due to consultation, A 1306, (2) par- 
liament, T IV 143 , p of JJrtddes^ 
Parliament of Birds, I 1086 
Parodie, 8 penod, duration, T v 1348 
(A curious confusion of parOdte (so 
pronounced) with period ) 

Parsoneres, 8 pi partners, partakers, 
B5 P 5 

Parten, v share, T i 589, 0 ^^ To p 
with, participate in, L 465 , i pr 8 
part, depart, T 1 s; , Parteth, pr 8 
departs, L 339 , Parted, pp dispersed, 
T 1 960, gone away, taken away, L 
iiio 

Farteners, 8 xd partners, partakers, I 

968. 


Parting-felawes, s pi fellow-partakers, 

I 637 

Part-les, adj without his share, B 4 p 3 
44 

Partrich, 8 partridge, A 349 
Party, adv partly, A 1033 
Partye, 8 portion, A 3008 , partial um- 
pire, taker of a side, A 26^7, xiortion, 
T 11 394 

Parvys, 8 church porch, A 310 
Pas, 8 pace, B 399, step, D 2162, dis- 
tance, E 525 , foot-pace, A 825 , grade, 
degree, 4 134 , grade, I 332 , passage, 
B 2635, apa 8 ^ at a footpace, T 11 0-7, 
V 60, F 388, pi paces, yards, A 18^0, 
thou 8 and pas^ a mile, B i p 4 270 
Passage, 8 period, E 406 
Passant, pres pt as adj surpassing, A 
2107 

Passen, ger to surpass, exceed, conquer, 
A 3089, overcome, L 162, outdo, G 
837 , pr 8 passes away, F 404 , Paste, 
pt 8 passed, T 11 658 , passed by, T 

II 398, Passing, pres pt surpassing, 
A 2883, pp past, spent, E 610, sui- 
passed, 7 82 , passed by, 5 81 , ovci- 
blown, gone off, E 1682 

Passing, adj excellent, F 929 , extreme, 
E 1225 

Passioun, s suffering, B 1173, passion, 
I 162 , passive feeling, impression, B 
5 m 4 52 

Pastee, « pasty, A 4346 
Patrimoine, a patrimony, I 790 
Patroun, a patron, 4 273 , protector, 7 
4 , pattern, 3 910 

Pawmes, pi palms (of the hand), T 111 
1114 

Pax, 8 the ‘osculatorium,’ or ‘paxbrede,’ 
a disk of metal or other substance, used 
at Mass for the ‘kiss of peace,’ I 407 
Pay, 8 pleasure, 3 271 , wore to pay^ so 
as to give more satisfaction, 3 474 
Paye, v pay, A 806, pt a 'V 339, pp 
satisfied, pleased, 9 3 , holde her j) lyd^ 
think herself satisfied, 3 269 
Payen, adj pagan, A 2370 
Payens, a pi pagans, L 786 
Payndemayn, a bread of a peculiar 
whiteness, B 1915 Lat pams Dotiimt- 
CU8 

Payne, a pam , dide his payne^ took 
pains, F 730 

Payre, « a pair, R 1386, Paire, jd pairs, 
R 1^8 

Peoe, 8 piece, 3 149 > pieces T 1 833 
PeoheSjjp^ peaches, E 1374 
Peook, 8 peacock, 5 356 
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Peook-arwes, pi arrows with peacocks’ 
feathers, A 104 

Pecunial, adj pecuniary, D 1314 
Pees, 8 peace, A 532, 1447 , tn p , m 
silence, B 228 

Pees, peace ’ hush ' be still ’ B 836 
Pekke, 8 peck (quarter of a bushel), A 
4010 

Pekke, imp 8 peck, pick, B 41 ‘;7 
Pel, 5 peel, small castle, HP 1310 OP 
2)cJ irom Lat acc pdlum 
Pelet, 8 pellet, stone cannon-ball, HP 

1643 

Penaunt, 8 a penitent, one who does 
penance, B 3134 

Pencel (i), s pencil, brush, A 2049 
Pencel (2), a small banner, sleeve worn 
as a token, T v 1043 Short for pcnonce/ 
Penible, adj painstaking, B 3490 , Pciii- 
blo, careful to please, E 714 , Ponyb’o, 
mured, D iJ'46 

Penitauncer, s confessor who assigns a 
penance, I icxiS 

Penitence, a penance, I 101, 1-6 
Penne, a pen, quill, L 2337 
Penner, a pen-casc, E 1879 
Penoun, a ptnnon, ensign or small flag 
borne at the end of a lance, A 978 
Pens , see Peny 

Peny, s penn3, B 431, money, A 4119, 
Ponies, jd pence, E 189, Pens, id 
Xience, C 376 

Per caa, b^ chance, L 1967 

J*er consequeiis, consequently, D 2192 

Pera venture, adv poihaiis, HP 304, C 

Percen, v pierce, B 2014 , pr a pieicos 
with his gi 7 e, 3 331 

Perche, a peich (tor birds to rest on), 
A -204 , wooden bar, II 223 , a horizontal 
rod, A u 23 44 Lat pertica 
Peremge, 8 , foi iiercinge = to prevent 
any piercing, B 2032 

Perdurable, adj everlasting, eternal, 
B 2699 > Perdurables, adj pi evei last- 
ing, 1 8 II 

Perdurabletee, 8 immortality, B 2 p 7 
63, 103 

Pere, a iieer, equal, B 3244, F 678 
Peregryn, adj pei egrme, 1 e loreign, 
P 428 

Pere -j one tte, a a kind of early-iipo 
pear, A 3248 

Peres, p? pears, II 1373, E 2331 
Perflt, adj comidete, A 1 18 4 
Perfitly, adv perfectly, A pr 21 
Perfoume, ger to perform, B 2256, be 
equivalent to, A. 11 10 16, 


Peril, a B 2672 , in p , in danger, 4 108 , 
upon my p , (I say it) at my peril, D 
561 

Perisse, v perish, I 254 
Perle, a pearl, L 221 
Period, pp fitted with pearl-like drops, 
A 3231 

Perr66, a jewellery, precious stones, 
gems, B 3493, 33SO 

Perr^e, a jewellery, A 2936 , Perne, HP 

1393 

Pers, adj of Persian dj^e, light-blue, 
R 67 

Pers, a stuff of a sky-blue colour, A 439, 
617 

Persdveraunce, s enduiance, T 1 44 , 
constancy, 3 1007 

Persevere, v continue, D 148, p) a 
lasts, C 497 

Perseveringe, a jierseverance, G 117 
Persly, a parsley, A 4330 
Persdne, a peison, figure, T 11 701 , 
Persoun, parson, A 478 
Pert, adj forward, frisky, A 3950 Short 
for apert 

Pertinacie, a pertinaciousness, I 391 
Pertinent, adj fitting, B 2204 
Pertourbe, ger to perturb, T i\ 361 
Perturbacioun, a trouble, B i i 98 
Perturbmge, a perturbation, D 2234 
Pervenke, a iieiiw inkle, II 903 , Per\ inke 
11 1432 

Pesen, pi peas, L 648 
Pesible, adj calm, B 1 p 3 3 
Pestilence, a the (groat) iiostilence, A 
442, C 679 , cuise, B 4600, D 1264 
Peter, inter j by St Peter, B 1404) 66 ' 

Peyne, a pam of torture A 1133, T 1 
674 , tn the p , under torture, T 111 
1502 , care, P509 , toil, G 1398 , penalty, 
B 3041, endea^our, R 763, penance, 
B 2939 , upon p , under a penalty, E 586 
Peyne, v lefl take pains, endeavour, 
E 449‘> » put (myself) to trouble, HP 
246, Peyne, i pr a njt take pains, 
C 330, 393, Pejned hir, pt a refl took 
pains, A 139, E 976, Penned hem, pt. 
pi reji R 107 

Peynte, t paint, C 12, colour highh, 
HP 246 , smear, L 875 , do p , cause to 
be painted, 3 239 ^ pt a P 360 , Pev nted, 
pp painted, L 1029, Vvynt^pp R 248 
Peyntour, a iiamter, T 11 1041 
Peynture, a painting, C 33 
Peyre, a pair, A 2121 , a set (of similar 
things), I> 1741 

Peysible, adj tranquil, B 3 m 9 51* 
(li, tranqxnlla ) 
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Pejrtrel, 5 poitrel, breast - piece of a 
horse’s harness, properly, the bi east- 
plate of a horse in armour, G <^64 , pi 
I 433 A F peitrely Lat pectorale 
Phitonesses, pi pythonesses, witches, 
HF 1261 

IPhy sices, gen of physics, or natural 
philosophy, B ii8q Lat physices^ gen ot 
physice^ natural philosophy (I propose 
this reading )] 

Pich, 8 pitch, A 37V, I Se^4 
Pietee, s pity, T m 1033, v 1398 
Pietous, aclj piteous, sad, T 111 1444 , 
sorrowful, T v 451 , merciiul, F 20 
Pigges-nye (lit pig’s eye), a dear little 
thing, A 3268 

Pighte, pt 8 reft pitched, fell, A 2689 , 
pt 8 sitbj should pierce, should stab, 
1 163 (but this IS almost cei*tamly an 
error for priqhte^ pt s subj of prikke) 
Piked, pt 8 stole, L 2467 
Pikerel, s a young pike (fish), E 1419 
Pilche, 8 a warm furred outer garment, 
20 4 

Pile, cjer to pillage, plunder, I 769 , v 
rob, despoil, B 1362 

Piled, pp deprived of hair, very thin, 
A 627 , bare, bald (lit peeled), A 3935 
Pileer, s pillar, HF 1421 
Pilled, pp robbed, L 1262 
Pllours, pi robbers, pillagers, A i(x)7, 
1020 

Pilwe, 8 pillow, E 2004 
Pilwe-beer, s pillow case, A 694 
Piment, s sweetened wine, A 3378 
Pin, 8 pm, small peg, F 127, 316 , fasten- 
mg, brooch, A 196 , thin wire, A 11 
38 8 , Hangeth on a joly pm, is merry, 
E 1316 

Pmche, V find fault (with), pick a hole 
(in), A 326 , Pmthest at, 2 pr s blamest, 
10 57 , pp closely pleated, A 15 1 
Piper, 8 a 8 adj suitable for pipes or 
horns, 5 178 

Pissemyre, s pismire, ant, D 1823 
Pistel, 8 epistle, E 1154, message, sen 
tence, D 1021 

Pit, pp put (Northern), A 4088 
Pitaunce, 8 pittance, A 224 
Pitee, 8 pity, 1 68 , Pite were, it would 
be a pity (if), 3 1266 
Pith, 8 strength, R 401 , B 475 
Pitous, Pitous, adj compassionate, A 
143 , merciful, C 226 , pitiful, A 933 , 
plaintive, R, 89, 497 , mournful, R 
420 , piteous, sad, sorrowful, A 953 , 
pitiable, B 3^73 , PitousS, fem full of 
compassion, L 2582 


Pitously, adv piteously, B 1059 > pitiably, 
B 3729 , sadly, A 1117 

Place, 8 place, A 623 , manor-house 
(residence of a chief person m a small 
town or village), B 1910, B 1768 
Placebo^ vespers of the dead, so called 
from the initial word of the antiphon 
to the first psalm of the ofiic e (see Pb 
cxiv 9 in the Vulgate version), I 617, 
a song of flattery, B 2075 
Plages, 8 pi regions, B 343 , quarters of 
the compass, A 1 3 12 
Plain, adj , see Playn 
Plane, s plane-tree, A 2022 
Planed, pt 8 planed, made smooth, B 
! i7'?8 

j Plante, 8 slip, cutting, B 763 , piece of 
cut wood, R 929 
I Piastres, s pi plasters, F 636 
Plat, adj flat, certain, A 1843 , Platte, 
dat flat (bide of a sword), F 16-, 164 
Plat, adv flat, B 1865 , plainly, B 886 , 
fully, T 11 379 

Plate, 8 plate-armour, 9 49, stiff non 
defence lor a hauberk, B 2053, the 
‘ sight’ on the ‘rewl( A 1 13 2 
Plated, pp covered with metal in plates, 
HF 134? 

Platly, adv flatl>, plainly, T im 786, 881 
Plaunte, ? plant, F 1032 
Plaunte, imp s plant, T 1 964 
Playen me, v ifft to amuse m>self, R 
113 

Playing, 8 sport, R 112 
Playn, adj smooth, even, R X60, m 
short and pi, m hiicf, plain terms, E 
577 , Plain, flat, H 229 
Playn, 8 plain, B 24 
Plede, gei to dispute, B 2339 
Pleding, 8 pleading, 3 613 
Pledoures, pi ideadors, lawyers, R 198 
I Plee, 8 plea, 3 483, pi suits, 3 loi 
I Plegges, 8 pi pledges, B 3018 
Pleinedest, 2 pt a didst complain, B 4 
p 4 168 

Pleinte, 8 complaint, lament, B 66 
Plenere, adj plenary, full, L i()oj 
Plentee, 8 xdemtude, fulness, I 1080, 
abundance, R 1434 
Plentevous, adj jdcntiful, A 344 
Plentevously, adv plcntcously, B 2 p 2 
86 

Plesaunce, a pleasure, C 219, B 408, 
delight, A 2409 , pleasant thing, 3 773 , 
pleasure, will, A 1571 , kindness, E 1 1 n , 
pleasing behaviour, F509, pleasantness, 
L 1373, happiness, L 1150, amusement, 
F 713 , will, delight, B 149, 
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Plesaunt, adj pleasant, satistactory, 
pleasing, A 138, 222 
Plesen, v please, A 610, F 707 
Plesmges, adj pi pleasing, B 711 
Plesnre, s i3lcasure, 6 126 
Pl^te, ger to plead, bring a law-smt, T 
11 1468 

Pletinges, pi law-suits, B 3 p 3 67 
Pley, s plaj, sport, A 1123, dalliance, 4 
178 , jesting, I 339 , delusion, 3 64S , 
pi games, T v 304 , plaj s, D 538 , 
tuner il games, T v 1499 
Pleye, v amuse oneselt, B 3324, 3666 , 
ger to play, be plajtul, be amused, 
A 772, to amuse (rnyfecltj, B 399^, to 
amuse (oui selves), L 1403 , pla\ (on an 
instrumc nt), A 236 , i jn s jest, B 3133 ' 

1 pr pi pla3, B 1423 , p 7 pi Fqoo, pi 
8 played, leioiced, T 1 1013 , was m 
play, 3 873, Floyd, pp 3 618 
Pleyinge, 9 amusement, sport, A 1061 
Pleyinge, adj playful, B 3 m2 27 
Pleyn (1), adj full, A 2461 , complete, 
A 31 *?, ^37 

Pleyn (2), adj plain, clear, L 328, honest 
3 328 , idain, 1 e open, A 987 , at s 
plain (fact), A i(X)i , pi smooth, 3 180 
Pleyn (i), adv full, T \ 1818, entirelj, 
A V 7 

Pleyn (2), adv plunlj, A 790 , openly, E 
637 

Pleyne, v complain, lament, B 1067 , 
re/l 6 30 , t to whinn-y (as a horse), 7 
137, pi upon, ciy out against, L 2323, 

\ pi 8 make complaint, L 2312 , 
said by w 13 of complaint, L 326 a 
Pleyning, t complaining, lamenting, 3 
*>99 

Pleynly, adv plainly, openly, (0?, full>), 
A 1733 

Pleynte, t plaint, complaint, 2 47 , PI 
of Kynde, Complaint of Natui e, 3 316 
Plighte (i), pt s plucked, diew, T 11 
1120, jmlled, B 13 , pp plucked, toin, 
D 790 The infin would be plicchen, 
variant oi pluhkten ov plukken 
Pliglite (2), I pr 8 plight, pledge, F 1337 , 
pt 8 L 2490 , pp pledged, C 702 
Plomet, 8 plummet, hca% v weight, A 11 
23 42 

Plom-rewle, s plummet-rule, A 11 38 10 
Plough-harneys, t harness for a plough, 

1 e parts of a jilough, as the share and 
coulter, A 3762 

Ploumes, 8 pi plums, R i37<> 

Ploungen, gei to plunge, bathe, B 3 p 2 
48 

Ploungy, adj stormy, rainy, B i m 3 9 


Plowman, s ploughman, E 799 
Plukke, V pluck, pull, T iv 1403 
Plye, V ply, mould, E 1430 , bend, E 1169. 
Plyght, pp plighted, T 111 782 
Plyt, 8 plight, T 11 71^ 1731 , condition, 
B 2338 , position, T n 74 , Plyte, dat 
mishap, wretched condition, 5 294 , 
plight, 23 19 , state, Gr 932 
Plyte, ger to fold, T 11 1204 , pt s 
turned backwards and forwards, T in 
697 

Poeplish, popular, T iv 1677 
Poesy e, s poetry, T v 1790 
Poinant, adj iioignant, 1 130, 131 
Point, Poynt, s pomt, A 114, position, 
I 921 , 271 point, on the jioint of, aliout 
to, B 331, 910, at point, ready, T iv 
1638 , zn good p , in good case, A 200 , 
fio p to p , from beginning to end, 
B 3632 , p for p , in eveiy detail, E 577 
Pomt-devys , atp , with great neatness 
exactly, carofullj , HF 917 , A 3689, E 
360 

Pomtel 8 style, 1 e stylus, writing im- 
plement, B I p 1 3 
Poke, t bag, A 3780, 4278, 

Poked, pt 8 melted, T m 116, nudged, 
A 4169 

Pokets, s pi little bags, O 808 
Pokkes, 9 pi pocks pustules, C 338 
Pol (i), 8 pole, long stick , Pole, dat L, 
2202 

Pol (2), 8 polo (of the heavens'), A n 14 9. 
Polax, 8 pole-axe, L 642 
Polcat, $ polecat, C 835. 

Policye, 8 public business, C 600 
Pollax, 8 pole-axe, A 2344 
Point, pp iiolluted, B i p 4 28 1 
Poly ve, 8 pulley, F 184 
Pomel, 8 round part, top A 2689 
Pomely, adj marked \Mtli round spots 
like an apple, dappled A 616 , Pomely- 
gris, dapple-gray, G 339 
Pomgarnettes, s pi pomegranates, R 
133b 

Pompe, s pomp, A 323 
Pool, 8 pole (ol the hoav ens), A 1 18 20. 
Pope-Holy, 1 e Hypocrisy, R 415 
Popelote, s poppet, darling, A 3254 
Popet, a puppet, doll , spoken ironically, 
and really applied to a corpulent person, 
B 1891 

Popinjay, 9 popinjay, R 913 
Popler, 8 poplar-tree, A 2921 , (coUec- 
ti\ ely) poplai -trees, R 1 385 
Popped, pt a, 7 ef tricked herself out, 
R 1019 

Popper, 8 small dagger, A 3931 
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Poraille, 8 poor people, A 247 
Porche, a Porch, B m 4 i 
Pore, adj poor, L 388 
Porisme, s corollary, B 3 p 10 166 
Porphiirie, s a slab of porphyry used as 
a mortar, Gr 775 

Port (i), 8 port, carriage, behaviour, 
A 6q , bearing, mien, L 24^-^ 

Port (2), « haven, T 1 ^26, 969 
Portatif, adj portable, 3 33 
Porthors, s portesse, breviary, B 1321 
From porter^ to carry, ftora, abroad 
Portours, pZ porters, T v 1139 
Portreiture, a drawing, picture, B S27 , 
set of drawings, A 1968 , picturing, HP 
131 

Portreye, v pourtra'v, depict, i 81 , 
Portrayed, pp painted in fresco, R 
140 , full of pictures, R 1077 
Portreying, a a picture, A 1938 
Pose, 8 a cold in the head, A 4152, H 62 
A S ge-poae 

Pose, 1 pr 8 put the case, (will) suppose, 
A 1162 

Positif, adj positne, fixed, A 1167 
Positioun, 8 supposition, hypothesis, 

B 5 p 4 48 

Possessioners, a pi men who are en- 
dowed, D 1722 

Possessioun, a great possessions, wealth, 
F 686 , endowments, D 1926 
Posseth, pr 8 pusheth, tosseth, I 2420 
Post, a support, A 214 , pillar, A 800 
Postum, 8 imposthume, abscess, B 3 p 4 

14 

Potage, a broth, B 3623, C 368 
Potente, a crutch, R 368 , staff, D 1776 
Potestat, a potentate, D 2017 
Pothecane, a apothecary, C 832 
Pouche, a pocket, A 3931 , pi money- 
bags, A 3O8 

Poudre, a dust, HF 33O , powder, G 760 , 
gunpowder, HF 1644 
Poudred, pp besprinkled, R 1436 
Poudre-marchaunt, a the name of 
a kind of spice, A 381 
Poimage, a pannage, swine’s food, 9 7 
Pound, pi iK>unds, A 434 
Poune, 8 pawn at chess, 3 661 
Poun8oned,i?p as adj stamped, pierced, 
I 421 

Pounsoninge, a punching of holes in 
garments, I 418 

Pouped, pi pi blew hard, puffed, B 4589 , 
pp blown, H 90 

Poure ger to pore, look closely, A 183, 
to pore over (it), R 1640 , i pr pi (we) 
pore, gaze steadily, G 670 


Poured, jip poured, R 1148 
Pouring, 8 pouring (m), 1 111 1460 
Pous, a pulse, T 111 1114 
Poustee, a power, B 4 p 5 13 
Povertee, a poverty, 3 410 , Pove^rto, a 
poverty, T iv 1520 , Pdvert, poveity, 
R 450, Pov^rt, 0441 
Povre, adj poor, R 466, A 223 
Povre, adj aa a poor, hence poverty, 10 2 
Povre, adv poorly, E 1043 
Povreliche, adj poorly, m poverty, E 21 3, 
1033 

Povrely, adv in poor array, A 1412 
Povrest, adj ^iperl poorest, C 449, E 203 
Poynaunt, adj pungent, A 332, B 4024 
Poynt, s sharp point, 7 211, very object, 
aim, A 1301 , point, bit (of it), part, R 
1236 , a stop, G 1480 , tip p ^ on the 
point, T IV 1133, «n p e?, is on the 
point, is ready, i 48 , fro p to p in 
every point, 3 461 , to the p , to Ihe 
point, 3 372 , at p devt/8^ exact at all 
points, R 830, to perfection, exquisitely, 
R 1213, 71Z tags, A 3322 
Poynte, ger to describe, T 111 497 , pr 
pi stab, R 1038 , pp pointed, R 944 
Poyntel, a stylo tor writing, D 1742 
Practisour a practitioner, A 42* 
Praktike, a practice, D 187 
Praye, a prey, i 64 
Praye, pr pi petition, make suit, T 785 
Praying, a request, prayer, R 1484 
Preamble, a 1 ) 831 

Preambulacioun, a preambling, D 837 
Precedent, adj preceding, A ii 32 4 
Preche,v preach, A 481, 712, Preehestow, 
thou prottchest, D 366 
Prechour, a preacher, D 163 
Preciousnesse, a costliness, I 446 
Predestinee, a predestination, T iv 906 
Predicacioun, a preaching, seimon, B 
1179 

Preef, a proof, assertion, D 247 , ex- 
perience, L 528 o , test, iiroof, G 968 , 
the test, H 75 

Prees, a press, crowd, B 393, 646 , tlio 
throng of courtiers, 13 4, press of 
battle, 9 33 , inp , m the crowd, 3 6^23 
Preesseth, pr a throngs, A 2380 
Prefectes, gen prefect’s, G 369 Lit ‘ an 
officer of the prefect’s (officers) ’ 
Preferre, pr a aubj precede, take pie- 
cedence of, D 96 

Preignant, prea pt plain, convincing, 
T IV 1179 

Preisen, get to praise, (worthy) of being 
praised, R 70 , v appraise, estimate, R. 
1115, prize, esteem, R 1693 
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Preiseres, s x>l praisers, B 2^67 
Preisinge, s honour, glory, I 949 
Preldt, 8 prelate, A 204 
Premisses, pi statements laid down, 
B p 10 121 

Prenostik, 8 prognostic, prognostication, 
10 «^4 

Prente, 8 print, D 604 
Prenten, ger to imprint, T 11 900 
Prentis, s apprentice, A 436«; 
Prentishood, s apprenticeship, A 4400 
Prescience, 8 foreknowledge, A 1313 
Prese, ger to press forward, T 1 446, 
V hasten, 2 19 

Presence, 8 i 19 , tn pr , in a large 
assembly, E 1207 

Present, adv immediately, 424 
Presentarie, ad; ever-present, B 5 p6 78 
Presented, jpp brought, L 1297 
Presenting, s offering, L 1133 
Presently, adv at the present moment, 
B 5 p 6 123 

President, s the one who presided m 
parliament, T iv 213 
Presoun, 8 prison, 1 111 380 
Press, 8 throng, T 1 173 , Presse, dat 
instrument exercising pressure, A 81 , 
mould, A 263 , on pre 88 e, under a press, 
in a suppressed state, down, T 1 339 , 
press, a cupboard with shelves (for linen, 
&o ), A 3212 

Prest, 8 priest, B 1166 
Prest, adj ready, prepared, prompt, 5 
307 , pi prompt, T IV 661 
Pretende, v attempt to reach, seek 
(after), T iv 922 

Preterit, 8 past time, B 5 p 6 48 
Pretorie, s the Roman imperial body- 
guard, the Pretorian cohort, B i p 4 94 
Preve, s proof, B 4173 , experimental 
proof, A 11 23 rubric , a^ p , (when it 
comes) to the proof, T iii icx)2 , ai p , 
m the proof, T iv 1639 > prerc, 

proof of fighting power, T 1 470 
Preve, v prove, C 169 , bide the test, 
G 645, succeed when tested, G 1212, 
Preved, pp proved to be so, T 1 239 , 
tested, G 1336, appiovod, E 28, ex- 
emplified, E 826 , shewn, P 481 
Prevetee, 8 secret place, recess, T iv 

III! 

Prevey, adj secret, B 4 p 3 122 
Providence, 8 seeing beforehand, B 3 
P 6. 131 

Prevy, adj privy, unobserved, 3 382 , not 
confidential, HP 285 

jPreye, ger to beseech, T 11 1 369 , to 
pray, 2 20, Preyde, pt a B 391 , 


Preyeden, pt pi D 895 , Preyed, pp E 
773 

Preys, a praise, B 3837 
Pricasour, a a hard iider, A 189 
Prighte, pt 8 pricked, F 418 {inferior 
MSS have pighte) No doubt, the 
reading piglitc in i 163 should also be 
pnghte See Priken 
Priken, v incite, urge, T iv 633 , Prik, 
ipr 8 spur, rouse, 3 389 Priketh, pr 
8 excites, A 11, 1043, spurs, D 656, 
pricks, aches, D 1594 , Prighte, pt s 
P 418 (see above) , Priked,pf 8 spurred, 
B 1964 

Priking, 8 hard riding, A 191, A 2399 
Prikke, a point, HP 907 , sting, I 468 , 
a small mark, a peg. An 42 4 , a dot, 
A. 11 5 20 , piercing stroke, A 2606 , 
point, critical condition, B 119 
Principals, adj pi cardinal, A 11 31 17 
Pnnctpto^ in, in the beginning (St John, 

> i), A 254 
Pns, a prize, A 2241 

Privee, adj secret, A 3295 , private, 
I 102 , intimate, R 6cx) , closely atten- 
dant, E 192 , pnvee man, private m- 
dividual, B 2 p 3 77 

Pnvee, adv secretly, P , Privee and 
apert, secretly and openlj, D 1114 , pr 
neap , neither secretly nor openly, I) 1 136 
Pnvee, a privy, C 327, E 1954 
Pnvely, adv secretly, A 632 , unper- 
ceived, R 784 

Privetee, s privacy, R 1294, secrecy, 
B 548, secrets, secret, D 331, 542, 1637, 
private affairs, A 1411 , private apart- 
ment, A 4334 , privy parts, B 3905 
Privy, adj secret, L, 1267, 1780 
Proces, 8 process, B 2603 , proceeding, 
if 1345 » process of time, F 829 , argu- 
ment, B 3 p 10 62 , matter, T n 485 , 
L 1914 , story, HP 251 , occurrence of 
events, B 3511 , dat course (of time), 3 

*331 

Procutour, used for Procurator, proctor, 
D 1596 

Proeve, s proof, B 5 p 4 83 
Proeve, 1 pr s approve, B 3 p 3 2S , 
pr 8 shews, B 2 m i 17 
Professioun, a profession of religion, 
D 1925 , oath of profession (as a monk), 
B 134*? 

Proferestow, dost thou offer, T m 1461 
Profire, a offer, L. 2079. 

Proheme, s proem, prologue, E 43 
Prolaoiotins , s pi utterances, B 2 pi 3a 
ProUo, 2 pt pi prowl about, search, 
widely, G 1412 
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Pronounced, pp announced, T iv 21^ 
Proporcionables, adj pi proportional, 
B 3 m 9 20 

Proporcioned, pp made in proportion, 
P 192 

Proporcionels, s pi proportional parts, 
F 1278 

Propre, ad j own, T iv 8^ , especial, B 
2175 , peculiar, I) 10^ , well-grown, A 
3972 , well made, A ^^45 , comely, A 4.^68 
handsome, C 309 , Propres, pi own, B 
1 m 6 20 , o/p 7 opre kinde, by their own 
natuial bent, P 610 

Proprely, adv fitly, A 1349, literally, 1 
285, naturally, I) 1191 , appropriately, 
A 729 

Propretee, s peculiarity, 10 69 , cliarac 
t eristic, B 2364 , peculiar possession, T 
IV 392 

Prose, I write in prose, 16 41 
Prospectyves, s pi perspective-glasses, 
lenses, F 234 Chaucer here makes the 
usual distinction between reflecting 
mirrors and refracting lenses 
Prospre, adj prosperous , prtysprt. for- 
tunes^ weU-being, B 1 p 4 62 
Protestacioun, s protest, A 3137 
Prove, V test, A 11 23, ruln'tc , Provotb, 
pr 8 proves, F 435 

Provbrbed, pp said m proverbs, T 111 
293 

Provost, 8 prefect, B 1 p 4 64 , chief 
magistrate, B 1806 

Provostrle, s practorship, B 3 p 4 90 
Prow, 8 profit, advantage, B 1598, 4140, 
C 300, G 609 

Prowesse, 8 prowess, T 1 438 , excel- 
lence, D XI 39, profit, B 4 p 3 71 
Proyneth, pr 8 prunes, 1 e trims, makes 
(himself) neat, E 2011 OP proigner 
Pi^delees, adj without pnde, 6 29 
I*rye, ger to pry, peer, T u 404 , to gaze, 
A 34‘58 , V spy, T 11 1710 
Pryme, 8 prime (of day), usually 9AM, 
A 2189, 2«?76, 3554 , fully pr , the end of 
the first period of the day (from 6 am 
to 9 A M ), B2015 , pr large^ past 9 o’clock, 
F 360 , passed pr , past 9 o’clock, D 1476 , 
half way pryme^ half way between band 
9AM, half-past seven, A 3906 
Pryme face, s the first glance, T 111 919 
Prymerole, 8 jirimrose, A 3268 
Prys, 8 price, value, R 1134, worth, ex- 
cellence, F911 , praise, E 1026, esteem, 
F 934, glory, L 2534, reputation, D 
1 152 , renown, A 67, 237 , pnese, I 35*; 
Pryse, ger to esteem, to bo esteemed, R 
887 


Pryved, pp deprived, exiled, i 146 
Pryvee, adj secret, A 2460 
Puften, gei to blow hard, HP 1866 
Pulle, 8 a bout at wrestling, a throw, 
3 164 

Pulle, V pluck, T 1 210 , to draw, T n 
6S7 , pullt a Jinche^ iduck a finch, cheat 
a novice, A 632 , apulled hen, a plucked 
hen, A 177 

Pul try e, s poultry, A 398 
Puplisshen, pt pi reft are propagated, 
B 3 p II 13*) 

Purchaeen, ger to procure, acquire, I 
742, 1066, gam, I 1080, win, 21 19, 

huy, A (x)8 , pr pi promote, B 2870 , 
tmj) 8 ^ p may (He) provide, B 873 , 
Purchace, imp pi provide (for yourself ), 
T 11 1125 

Purchas, s proceeds, gifts acquired, A 
236, gam, I) 1431, 1330 
Purchasing, s conveyancing, A 320 , 
acquisition of property, D 1449 
Purchasour, 9 comeyancer, A 31S 
Pure, adj very (lit pure), A 1279, utter, 
3 1209 , thep deth, death itself, 3 583 
Pure, adv purely, 3 loio 
Pured, pp as adj pure, F 1560 , very fine, 

B143 

Purfiled, pp ornamented at the edge, 
trimmed, A 193 

Purgacioun, s discharge, D 120 
Purgen, gei to purge, B 4143, pf 8 
expiated, B 4 m 7 4 (Lat %^iamt ) , pp 
cleansed (by baptism), G 181 
Purpos, 8 purpose, R 1140, design, A 
1684 , to ptiTpos, to the subject, 3 26 , it 
cam him to p , he purposed, F 606 
Purposen, v purpose I 87 , p? id jiro- 
pose, T iv 1330 

Purpre, adj purple, T iv 869 
Purpre,8 pui-ple, R 1071, purjile raiment, 
I 933 

Purs, 8 purse, A 636 
Pursevauntes, s pi pursuivants, HF 
1321 

ihirsuit, 8 continuance, perseverance, 
T 11 959 , continuance in pursuit, T n 
1744 , appeal to prosecute, jD 890 
Purtreye, v draw, Ag6 , pt 8 E i6cx) 
Purtreyour, s draughtsman, A 1899 
Purvey able, adj with provident care, 
B 3 m 2 3 

Purveyaunce, s providence, A 1232, 1665, 
foresight, D 566, 370 , equipment, B 247 , 
provision, A 3566, F 904 , pre-arrange- 
ment, T ill 333 , unto his p , to provide 
himself with necessaries, L 1361 
Purveyen, v provide, B 2332 , pr s fore- 
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sees, T iv 1066 , p of, provided with, 
D «^9i 

Purveyinge, s providence, T iv 986 
Put, 8 pit, T IV 1540 
Puterie, s prostitution, I 886 
Putours, 8 pi pimps, procurers, I 886 
Putten, V put, lav, 7 344 , v suppose, B 
2667 , Put, pr 8 puts, I 142 , Put him, 
puts himself, Ij. 632 , Putte pt 8 Hi 
1630 , set, L 673 , p up, put away, 2 54 
Pye, 8 magpie, A 3950, B 1399 
I*y©, s pie, pasty, A 384 
Pyk, 8 . pike (fish), 12 17 
Pyke, V (1) peep, T 111 60, ger (2) to 
I)irk at, T u 1274 , pi 8 (3) makes (him- 
self) tidy or smooth, h 2011 
Pykepurs, & pick-purse, A 1998 
Pyled, peeled, bate, bald, A 4306 
Pyn, the pm which passes through the 
central hole in the Astrolabe and its 
jilatcs, A n 14 I 
Pyn, 9 j)ine-tiee, K 1379 
Pyne, s jiam, torment. Tv 6 , hurt, 3 
333, toil, HF 147, j)hico of torment, 
HF 1312 , suffering, A 1324, 2382, woe, 
torment, B 3420 ^ the passion, B 2126 
A S pm 

Pyne, ger to torture, A 1746 , pi s pines 
away, 7 203, grieves, bemoans, I 83, 
pp examined by tortuie, B 4249 
Pype, s pipe, mubu al instrument, B 2003, 
pi pipes, tubes, A 2732 
Pypen, t pipe, whistle, A 1838 , play on 
the bag pipe, A 3927 , Py})c, make a 
piping noise, T v 1433, play uixm a 
pipe, A 3876 , 2 >P faintly uttered, HF 
783 , pi es pt piping (hot), hissing, A 3379 
Pyne, s peai-tieo, h 2217, 2325 A S 
pynge 

Q 

Quaad, cfcZj evil (Flemish), A 4357 , Quad, 
bad, B 1628 Du kiuiad 
Quaille, 8 quail, E 1200 
Quake, v tromblo, shiver, II 462 , quake, 
A 3614 , shako, T 111 342, Quook, v 
quaked, A 1376, i7<’-* » Quaked, x*P P 
3831 , Quaketh, imp pi quake, fear, T 
11 302 

Quaking, 8 fear, 7 214 
Quakke, a a state ol hoarseness, A 4132 
Qualm, 8 pestilence, A 2014 , evil, plague, 
R 337 , foreboding of death, T v 382 
Quappe, V heave, toss (lit shaJve, pal- 
pitate), L 1767 , beat repeatedljq L 865 , 
palpitate, T 111 37 

Quarter-night, the time when a fourth 
part of the mght is gone, 91* m , A 3516, 


Quayles, gen pi quails, 5 339 
Quemte, adj curious, B 1426 
Quek » mt quack ’ 5 499, 394 
Quelle, V kill, C 854 , pr pi strike, T iv 
46 

Queme, v please, T 693 , pr pi sub- 
serve, T 11 803 

Quenche, v put a stop to, T 111 846 , be 
quenched, I 341 , Queynte, pt 8 was 
quenched, A 2334, 2337 , Qucynt,jpp ex- 
tinguished, A 2321, 2336 
Queue, s queen, R 1266 
Querele, A quarrel, I 618, pi complaints, 
B 3 p 3 67 

Quern, s hand-mill, 9 6 , dat B 3264 
Questemongeres, 8 pi questmen, jury- 
men, I 797 

Questio, quid turns, the question is, how 
stands the law, A 647 
Questioun, 8 dispute, A 2514 , problem, 
D 2223 

Queynt, adj strange, 3 1330 , curious, 
dainty, R 65 , adorned, R 1435 , well- 
devised, HF 228 , neat, R 98 , sly, A 
3275 , curiously contrived, HF 126 , F 
234, hard to understand, 3 531 , grace- 
ful, R 610 

Queynte, adv artfully, HF 243 
Queynte, s pudendum, A 3.76, D 332, 
444 

Queyntehche, adv curiously , cunningly , 
HF 1923, daintily, R 560, stiangely, 
R. 783 

Queyntise, s finery, I 932, art, I 733, 
ornament, R 84a 

Qui cum patn , D 1734, I 1092 The for- 
mula used at the end of a sermon 
Qut la, who’s there? B 1404 
Quik, adj alive, F 1336, lively, 306, 
really, 1 638 

Quiken, v quicken, revive, T 1 443 , ger 
to grow, T 1 293, to make alive, quicken, 
G 481 , ger to take life, burst forth, HF 
2078 , pt 8 burst into flame, A. 2335 , 
pp endowed with hfe, P io*,o 
Quikkest, adj supcil liveliest, busiest, 
S’ 1302 

Quiknesse, s life, 3 
Qumible, 5 shrill treble A 3332 
Qmrboilly, s boiled leather, B 2063 
Quisshin, 8 cushion, T 11 1229 
Quistroun, 9 scullion, kitchen-drudge, 
R. 886. O P coutron. 

Quit, -te , see Quyte 
Quitly, adv freely, whollyq A 179a 
Quod, pL 8 said, A 1234 
Quomam, pudendum, D 608. 

Quook,i>t $ 0/ Quake, 
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Quyte, V lequite, reward, repay, recom- 
pense, give m return, R i‘J43 , 5 iia , 
10 75 , HF 670 , free, ransom, A 1032 , 
ger to remo\ e, free, 7 263 , quyte wtth^ 
to requyto >ivith, A 3119, htr cost for 
to quyte, to pay for her expenses, B 
3564 , quyte htr whyle, repay her time, 
1 e her tiouble, B 584 , pt s repaid, R 
1326, pt pi released, T iv 203, Quit, 
pp rewarded, requited, HF 1614 , set 
tree, G 66 , discharged, quit, F 1758 , as 
adj free, F 1534 

R 

Haa, 5 100 (Northern), A 4086 
Baby, Rabbi, D 2187 
Bad, -de , see Bede 
Badevore, s piece of tapestry, L 23 ‘j2 
From F oas de Vore, serge from La 
Vaur 

Bafles, s pi raffles, I 793 
Baft, -e , see Beve 

Bage, 8 passion, R 1613 , craving, R i6';7, 
madness, 3 731 , L 399 , violent grief, 
F 836 , Molent lush, fierce blast, A 1983 
Bage, x romp, toy wantonly, A 257, 3273, 

3958 

Bagerye, s wantonness, E 1847 , passion, 
D 433 

Baked, raked, B 3323 Literally, the 
sentence is — ‘ Amongst hot coals he hath 
raked himself ’ , the sense is, of course, 

‘ he hath raked hot coals around him- 
self ’ 

Bakel, adj rash, T 1 1067 , hasty, T 111 

1437 

Bakelnesse, 8 rashness, H 283 
Bake-stele, 8 handle of a rake, B 949 
See Stele 

Baket, 8 the game of rackets, T iv 460 
Bakle, v behave rashly, T 111 1642 
Bam, 8 ram L 1427 , (as prize at a wrest- 
ling-match), A 548 , Anes, the first sign 
in the zodiac, A 8 

Bammish, ad't ramlike, strong-scented, 
G887 

Bampeth, pr a (lit ramps, romps, rears, 
but here) rages, acts with violence, B 
3094 We should now say — ‘ She fltes 
in my face ’ 

Bancour, 8 lU-feelmg, ill- will, malice, R 
1261 

Bansaked, pt s ransacked, came search- 
ing out, 4 28 

Bape, 8 haste, 8 7 Icel hrap 
Bape, t , in phrase rape and renne, cor- 
rupted from an older phrase repen and 
rlnen (A«S hreptan and hrlnan), 1 e j 


handle and touch, clutch and seize, G 
1422 

Bascaille, s mob, T v 1853 
Bated, pp reproved, scolded, A 3463 
Short for arated, variant of aretted , see 

Arette 

Bathe, ad V soon, HF 2139, early, A 3768 
Bather, adj comp former, T 111 13,7 
Bather, adv sooner, 3 362 , moie wil- 
lingly, A 487 , the r , the sooner, 2 8^ 
Baughte , see Beche 
Baunson, s lansom, A 1024 
Rave, 2 pr pi are mad, T 11 116 
Raven, a the constellation Corvus, HF 
1004 

Ravines, 8 pi rapines, thefts, I 793 
Ravinour, s plunderei, B 4 p 3 117 
Bavisshe, v snatch away, B 2 m 7 32 , 
go r , go and ravish, T iv 330 , rapt, 
E 1730, overjoyed, F 347, part pres 
snatchmg away, B 4 m 6 39 
Bavisshing, adj swift, violent, B i m 3 
4, enchanting, 3 198, destioying, B i 
m 3 60 (Lat rapidos) 

Bavyne, a ravenmg, greediness, 3 336, 
ravin, prey, 3 323 , ]^vines, thefts, I 
793 O F rai me, L rapina 
Bavysedest, 2p s pt didst diaw (down), 
B 1639 

Bayed, pp striped, 3 232 
Beal, adj loyal, regal, T 111 1534 , L 214, 
284, 1605 

Bealtee, s royalty, sovereign power, 10 
60 

Reaume, a realm, kingdom, L 2(X)i 
Bebekke, a old woman, dame, B 1373 
Rebel, adj rebellious, A 833, 3046 
Rebelling, 8 rebellion, A 2439 
Bebounde, v letiirn, T iv 1660 
Rebuked, pp snubbed, I 444 
Recche(i), V leck, care, heed, 3 393, is 
nought to r , no matter for, T 11 434, 
pr 8 recks, cares, A 2397 , Recche of it, 
care for it, pi pi F 71 , it recche, pr a 
8uhj may care for it, T iv 630, Roghte, 
pt 8 recked, cared, regarded, 3 887, 
tmpers he cared, L ^3 , Roughte, pt 8 
rocked, cared, T 1 496 
Beoohe (2), pr s auhj interpret, expound, 
B4086 

Beochelees, adj careless, reckless, R 
340 , regardless, HF 668 
Becohelesnesse, a recklessness, I m, 
611 

Beoeit, a receipt, 1 e recipe for making 
a mixture, G 1 353 

Beohased, pp headed back, 3 379 
Beche, v reach, give, hand over, 3. 74, 
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Eanglite, pt 8 reached, A 3696 , reached 
up to, A 2915 , reached (out, or forward), 
A 136 , proceeded, T 11 446, Reighte, 
pt 8 reached, touched, HF 1374 
Heclaiming, s enticement, L 1371 
Beclayme, v reclaim (as a hawk by 
a lure), 1 c chock, H 72 
Hecomaunde, v recommend, T 11 1070 
Recomende, yer to commit, G 544 
Recomforte, ger to comfort again, T 11 
1672 

Recompensacioun, s recompense, HF 

66 ^ 

Reconciled, re-consecrated, I 965 
Reconforte, v comfort again, A 28^2, B 
2168 

Record, s report, D 2049 > testimony, 
3 934 

Recorde, v witness, hear in mind, A 
1745, remember, T v 445, (to) record, 
recording, 5 609, Recorde, ip 7 8 bimg 
(it) to your remembrance, A 829 
Recours, s recourse, B 2632 , resort, T 11 
I3«j2 , iLol haie my r , will return, F 73 , 
pi orbits, B I m2 14 
Recovere, v regain, T iv 406 
Recoverer, 8 recovery, 2-3 OF re- 
covner, recove) er 

Reddoiir, s violence, vehemence, 10 1 3 
Rede, v read, A 709 , advise, counsel, L 
2217, interpret, 3 279, Ret, p? 9 

advises, T 11 413 , Redeth,pr 8 advises, 
T IV 373 , Rcdde, pt 8 lead, D 714, 
721 , interpreted, 3 281 , Rad do, s 
read, T 11 11x85 , D 791 , advised, 3 379 , 
Red, pj? road, 3 224, Rad, pp lead, B 
4311 

Rede, (laf counsel, T iv 679 , see Reed 
Rede, a<lj red , see Reed 
Rede, adj made of lood , referring to 
a musical mstiiiment in which the 
sound was produced by the vibration of 
a reed, HF 1221 

Rede, 9 red (1 c gold), T 111 1384, the 
blood, B 356, led wine, C 326, 362 
Redelees, adj without counsel , not 
knowing which way to turn, 2 27 
Redely, adv soon, HF 1392, readily, 
truly, HF 1127 
Redoute, v feai, B i p 3 21 
Redoutinge, 8 leverenoe, A 2050 
Hedresseth, pi 8 amends, I 1039 » 

1 efl erect (themselves) again, rise again, 
T 11 969 , Redressed, pt 8 reassoited, 
vmdicated, F 1436, Redresso, tmp 8 
reform, 1 129, Redressed, pp loused 

B 4 pa 139 

Reduoen, t sum up, B 3 p 8 61 


Redy, adj ready, A 21, 352 , dressed, F 
387 , at hand, 2 104 

Reed, 8 counsel, advice, plan, A 1216, 
3527 , profit, help, remedy, 3 203 , 

counsel, adviser, A 665 , I can no r , 

I know not what to do, 3 1187 , uithout 
reed^ helpless, 3 587 , to rede^ for a 
counsel , heat to rede, best for a counsel, 
best to do, T iv 679 (not a verb) 

Reed, adj red, A 153 , (of the com- 
plexion), 3 470 , Rede, ad ; def red, 
A 937 , tndef (rare), L 2589 , Rede, pi 
I 89 

Reed, 8 redness, L 333 
Reed, imp 8 read, H 344 
Reednesse, a redness, G 1097 
Rees, 8 great haste, T iv 330 
Refect, pp restored, B 4 p6 414 
Refere, v return, T 1 260 , Referred, pp 
brought back, B 3 10 180 

Reflguringe, pres pt lepioducing, T \ 
473 

Refreininge, a refrain, burden, R. 749 
Refreyden, v giow cold, T \ 517, 

Refreyd, cooled down, 12 21 
Refreyn, s refrain, T 11, 1371 
Refreyne, v bridle, curb, I 383 
Refresshinge, 9 renewing, I 78 
Reft, -e , see Reve 

Refu8,pp as adj refused, rejected, T i 37a, 
Refut, 8 place of refuge, lefuge, 1 14 , 
safety, i 33 

Regals, p{ loyal attributes, L -128 
Regalye, s rule, authoiity, 2 65 
Regard , to the 1 of, in comparison 
With, B 2 13 7 120, at 1 of, 3 38 
Regis tre, s nairative, A 2812 
Regne, 8 kingdom, dominion, realm, A 
866 , dominion, rule, A 1624 
Regnen, 73? pi reign, 4 30 
Reherce, v reheaise, repeat with exacti- 
tude, A 732 , gei to enumerate, I 239 , 
recount, B 89 

Rehersaille, 8 enumeration Q 8«j2 
Rehersmg, 8 lehearsal, A 1030, lecital, 
L 1183 

Reighte, pt s reached, touched, HF 
1374 Pt t o^reche 
Reines, s pi rain-storms, HF 967 
Rejoye, v rejoice, T v 303 
Rejoyse, gei to moke rejoice, i loi , feel 
glad, T v 1163 

Rekene, gei to reckon, A 401 
Rekening, 8 reckoning, account, 3 609 , 
A 60a. 

Reketh, pr 8 reeks, smokes, L 2612 
Rekever, i pi s (for fidure\ t^I) shall 
retrieve, do away, HF 354 
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Bekke, i pr s care, C 405, E 1090 , pr s 
impers (it) recks (him), he cares, L 
365 , yow r , 5 ou reck, 7 303 , uhat r. 
me, what do I care, D 53 
lEtekne, v reckon {edao i pr <> ), A 1933 
^lElelayes, s pi fresh sets of lioiinds, re- 
serve packs, 3 362 

Helees, s release, i 3 , ceasing , ottt of 
relees, without ceasing, G- 46 
Helente, x melt, Gr 1278 
Belesedest, 2 pt s forgavest, I 309 , 
Kelessed, pt s forgave, B 3367 
Helesing, s remission, 1 1026 
Releve, ge'i to raise up, relieve, T ^ 
1042 , pp restored, I 945 , Rclovod, pp 
revi\ed, L, 128, recompensed, A 4182 , 
made rich again, G 872 
Relevinge, s remedy, I 804 
Beligioun, s religion, A 477 , state of 
religion, life of a. nun, E 429 , a re- 
ligious order, B 3134 , the religious 
oidcrs, B 3144 

Heligious, adj lielonging to a religious 
order, B 3150 , devoted to a religious 
order, T 11 759 , os s , a monk or nun, 
I 891 

Helik, 8 relic, L 321 
Heme, s realm, B 1306 
Hemede, s remedy, T 1 661 
Hemedies, pi (Ovid’s) Hemedia Amoris, 
3 568 

Hemerabre, 1 remember, I 133, pr pi 
remmd, F 1243 , pr s recurs to the 
mind, 4 150 , Romembrmge him, 

callmg to remembrance, T 11 72 
Hemenant, « remainder, rest, A 888 
Hemeve, x remove, T 1 691 
Kemorde, pr a suhj cause (you) remorse, 
T IV 1491 , pr 8 vexes, plagues, 
troubles, B 4 p 293 
Hemors, 8 remorse, T 1 334 
Hemounted, pp comforted, B 3 p i 9 
Hemuable ( i udj changeable, variable, 
T IV 1682 

Hemuable {2), adj capable of motion 
(Lat mohtlibm), B 5 p 5 37 
Hemuen, v remove, B 2 p 6 55 (T^at 
amouehu 1 

Hen, 8 run, A 4079 
Henably, adv reasonably, D 1309 
Hende, % rend, T iv 1493 , Bent, pr s 
rends, tears, L 646 a , Rente, pt 8 tore, 
A 990 

Hendmg, a tearmg, A 2834 
Henegat, s renegade, afiostate, B 932 
Heneye, v deny, renounce, abjure, B 

376, 3751 

Beneyinge, s, denying, I 793 


Henged, pp ranged, placed in rows, R 
1380 

Henges, pi ranks, A 2394 
Henne (1), v run, 1 jji , gex A 3890, 
p) 8 runs, D 76 , IS current, E 1986 , 
approaches quickly, T 11 1734 , goes 
easily, A 1 2 i , arises, L 303 , spreads, 
Tj 1423 , rennetli foi , runs in favour of, 
B 123 , Ronnen, pt pi lan, A 2923, 
3827 , Ronnen, pp advanced, lit run, 
R 320, IS r , his run, has found its^ 
way (into), HE 1644 

Henne (2), v , only in the phrase, rape 
and renne, G 1422 See Hape 
Henomed, pp renowned, B 3 p 2 124 
Henomee, s renown, L 1513 
Henoun, s renown, fame, 2 88 
Renovelances, s pi icnewals, HF 693 
Henovelle, x^ renew, B 3033 , are re- 
newed, 1 10-7 

Rente, s revenue, income, A 2^6 , pay- 
ment, tribute, 3 , to 7 , as a tiibute, 

T 11 830 

Repair, s resort, repairing, B 1211, I> 
1224 

Hepaire, ger to go home, B 1316, to 
icpair, find a home, T 111 3 , to go 

back (to), HF 735 , ? return, F 589 
Reparaciouns, p/ loparations, makings 
up, HF 688 

Hepentaunce, 9 penitence, A 1776 
Repentaunt, adj penitent, A 228 
Rdpentmg, s repentance, L 147 
Hepeyre, v repair, return, T v 1371 
Hepleccioun, a repletion, B 4027 
Repleet, adj icplete, full, B 4147 
Replenissed, pp fiUed, I 1079 
Heplicacioun, s reply, A 1846, in\olu- 
tion, B 3 !> 12 170 
Heplye, v objoit, E 1609 
Beporte, v relate, tell, C 438 
Report our, s reporter, A 814. (Tlie host 
IS so called because he leeoives and 
remembers the tales , thej wore all 
addressed to him in particular Thus 
‘ reporter ’ has here almost the sense of 
‘ umpire ’) 

Reprehencioun, a reproof, T 1 684 
Reprehende, x reproach,!’ 1 510, p/ pU 
blame, crituiso, B 3 p 12 134 
Repressed, pp kept under, L, 2591 
R 6 prev 4 ble, adj reprehensible, C 632 , 
r to , likely to cast a slur on, 13 24 
Repreve, a reproof, B 2413 , sliame, C 
395 , reproach, E 2206 
Repreve, v rei)roach, F 1537 , reprove, H 
70 

Reproved, pp as adj blamed, accused, 
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B H35 , Bcproevocl, pp stultified, B 2 
p 6 127 

Hepugnen, ger to be yepugnant (to), B 
5 P3 6 

Hequerable, adj desirable, B 2 p 6 32 
Bequeren, v entieat, seek, B 2927 , ask, 
I) 1032 , pp necessitated, T 111 403 
Besalgar, s realgar, G 814 ‘ Itealgar^ n 

combination of sulphur and arsenic, of 
a brilliant red colour as existing m 
nature , red orpiment ’ , Webster 
Besceived, pp leceived, wel resceived, 
favourably situated with respect to 
other planets, &-c , A 11 4 31 
Bescous, s, a rescue, help, T 111 1242 , A 
2643, 

Bescowe, i (to) 1 escuo, save, T 111 857 , 
rescue, T \ 231 

Bescowmge, a lescuing, 1 803 
Bese, qai to shake, A 1^6 
B6semblable, adj al^ke, R 983 
Besolven, pi pi flow out, B 5 m i i , 
Resolved, pp dissolved, melted, B 2 p 7 
164 

Besonable, adj talkative, 3 '>34 
Besort, s resource, T iii 134 
Besoun, a reason, light, A 37, 847 , 
argument, speech, sentence, T 1 796 
Besbuneth, pi a resounds, A 1278 
Besport, a legartl, T iv 86, 830 
Bespyt, a dc 1 ly, B 948 , respite, dela^ , 
reprieve, G 543 withoute more 'ipspyt^ 
without dcla> , forthwith, R 1488 , out 
of mote ^tspyi, without any delaj, 
without any hesitation, T v 137 
Bespyt©, qpt to hesitate, 7 259 
Beste, a rest, lepose, P 353 , at veate, at 
lest, fixed, T 11 760 , at hn reate^ as in 
its homo, 3 376 , to 9 eate^ (gone) to rest, 
A 30 , Restes, jd tunes ot repose, T 11 
1722 

Beste, V remain (with), T ui 1435 , lest, 
repose, T 11 1 326 
Bestelees, adv restlessly, R 370 
Besurreccioun, a resunection, 10 re- 
opening (of the daisy), L 1 10 
Bet, foi Redeth, pi a advises, T 11 
4G 

Betenue, a letinuo, troop of retaiueis, 
suite, A 2502 , R 270 , at hta 9 , among 
those retained by him, D 13*55 
Betbor, a orator, B 4397, P 38 
Bethorien, adj rhetorical, B 2 p i 46 
Betborieu {wiitten Betorion), a orator, 
B 2 p 3 61 

Be torn© th, pr a brings back, B S P b 
301 , prea pt revolviug, T v 1023 
Betourninge, a return, A 2095 


Bdtracoiouns, a pi retractions, things 
which I withdraw, 1 1083 
Betretetb, pr a reconsiders, B 5 m 3 
57 

Betrograd, adj moving m a direction 
contrary to that of the sun s motion m 
the ecliptic, A 11, 4 53 
Beule, a rule, A 173 

Beulen, t rule, B 4234 , Reule hir, guide 
her conduct, E 327 
Beutbe, a ruth, i 127 
Beve, 8 reeve, steward, bailiff, A 342, 
3860 

Beve, ger to rob (from), T iv 285 , to 
take away, G 376 , to r no manfio hta 
lyft to take away no man’s life, L 2693, 
Reven, gn to reave, plunder, I 758 , to 
bereave, T 1 188, Roveth, pr a forces 
away, 3 86 , Rafte, pt a bereft, J) 888 , 
reft, B 3288 , Refto, pt a bereft, HP 
457 , Raft, pp tom, reft, T v 1258 , 
taken from, L 2590 , bereaved, P 1017 
Bevel, a revelry, spoit, A 2717, min- 
strelsy, A 4402 

Bevelour, a (tbo) Reveller, A 4371 , a 
reveller, A 4391 

Bevelous, adj fond of reveby, B 1194 
Beverberacioun, a vibiation, I) 2234 
Beverdye, a rejoicing, R 7.0 O F 
reverdte^ ‘ feuilldt , verdure , joie, alld- 
gresse ’ , G odefroy 

Beverence, a respect, A 141 , respectful 
manner, A 305 , fear, I 294 , t/ig 9 , the 
respect shewn to thee, B ii6 
Severs, a revci’so, contrary , i8 32 
Bevesten, pr pi clothe again, T m 
3S3 

Bevoken, fifcr to recall, T 111 iii8 
Kevolucioun, a icvolvmg course (orbit\ 
4 30 

Beward, a regard, attention, T n 1133, 
v 1736, having r to, considermg, 3 426, 
take 9 of have legaid, I 131 
Bewde, adj plain, unadorned, A pr 49 
Be we, a row, Une, A 2866 , hy 9 ewe, m 
order, D 306 

Bewe, gei to have pity , A 2382 be sorry , 
T 11 455 , do penanco for G 447 , p? a 
impel a makes (me) sorry , I am son y , 
A 346-, B 4287 

Bewel-boon, a (probably^ ivory made 
from the teeth of whales, B 2068 
Bewful, adj lamentable, sad, L 1838 , 
sad (one), B 834 

Bewf^leste, adj shp moat sorrowful, A 
2886 

BewfuUy, adi sadly, T ni 6s 
I Bewle, a the rovolv mg long aud nairow 
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plato or lod used for measuring and 
talv-ing altitudes, A i i 6 , it revolves 
at tlie back of the Astrolabe , pi rules, 
A pr 44 

Bewledest, 2 jp/ s didst control, B i 11 4 

^38 

Rewliche, adj pitiable, B 2 pa 67 
Rewme, s realm, E 49*; 

Sewthe, s ruth, pity, E 579 , a pitiful 
sight, E 56- 

Bewthelees, adj ruthless, unpitying, 5 
613 . 6 31 

Beye, s rje, D 1746 

Beyes, pi round dances, HE 1236 Mid 
Du rej/e, ‘ a round daunco ’ , Hexham 


her prime, B 405 , just, 1 31 , righteous, 
S S') 1 lawful, I 744 

Bightwis, adj righteous, just, L 903 

Bightwisnesse, 8 righteousness, C 6^7, 
D 1909 , justice, 14 8 

Bikne, imp s 10c kon, compute, A 11 27 
10 See Bekene 

Binde, s rind, bark, T iv 1139, h ird 
skin, T 11 642 

Bing, 8 ring, E83, concourse, L 1887, 
lyk ? , 1 e in ringlets, A 2i6f; 

Binge, V make to resound, A 2431 , ring 
resound, T 11 233 , Rong, 8 rang 5 
492 , Ronge, pp T ix 80*5 

Biot, 8 riotous conduct, gaming, A 439=;, 


Beyn, s lam, A 492 , storm of rain, A 

3517 

Beyne, 8 rem, A 4083 
Beyne, t ram down, T v 133O, ram, a 
287 See Bon 
Beynes, s pi loms, I 863 
Beyse, gei to build up, D 2102 , r vpy to 
exact, ‘realise,’ D 1390 
Beyse d, pp gone on a military expedi- 
tion, A 54 OF rewe, ‘ expedition 
militaire, incursion sur une terro 
cnnemie ’ , Godefroy 
Bhetorice, Rhetoric, B 2 p i 48 
Biban, s a8pl iibbons, HF 1318 
Bibaninges, pi silk trimmings, borders, 
R 1077 

Bibaudye, s ribaldi>, ribald jesting, A 
3866, C 324 

Bibible, 8 rebeck, lute with two strings, 
A 4396 

Bibybe, s term of reproach for an old 
woman, D 1377 

Biche, adj pi rich people, A 248 
Bichely, adt richly, F 90 
Bichesse, s iiches, wealth, D iiio, 1118 , 
Richesscs, pi wealth, riches, B 2360 
Bideled, plaited, gathered m (at the 
neck, or waist ', R 1235, 1243 ^ litdehy 

plisse’, Godetio> 

Biden, pt pi and pp rode, ridden 
Biet, ‘rote,’ A 1 3 3 The ‘reto’ or 
‘ net ’ IS the circular plate with many 
openings which revolves within tho 
‘ mother ’ 


Bight, adj straight, upright, R, 1701 , 
right, I 75 , voc own, F 1311 
Bight, adi just, exactly, A 237, 333 , 
wholly, C 58 , even, B 2173 , Right that, 
that very thing, 3 1307 
Bight, 8 1 21 y by rtghty justly, B 44 , by 
alle r , in all justice, T 11 763 , at alU 
riyTiteSi in all respects, fully, A 1100 
Hightful} adj perfect , rightful age^ (m) 


4392 

Biote, V not, gamble, A 4414 
Bisen, pp o/Rvse 
Bisshe, 8 rush, T 111 1161 
Bist, pr 8 of Eyse 
Bit, pr 8 o/Ryde 
Biveer, a river, B 1927 
Bobbour, a robber, B 3818 
Boche, 8 rock, Fsto, pi HF 1033 
Bode, 8 complexion, A 3317 B 1917 
Bode, 8 nom rood, cross, HF 37 
Bode-beem, a lood-beam, D 496 (A 
beam across tho entiance to the choir 
of a church, suppoiting a lood or cross ) 
Body, adj ruddy, F 385, 394 
Boes, p? o/Roo 

Boggeth (ruggeth), pr a shakes, L 270S 
Icel rugga 

Boket, 8 rochet, tunic, R 1240, 1*4 2, 
1243 An outer garment, usually oi 
fine white linen 
Bokke, 8 rock, L 2193 
Bokkeu, ger to rock, A 4 1 37 
Bolle, 8 roll, C 911 

Bollen, ger to roll, revolve, T 11 639, 
pt 8 revolved, D 2217 , pp much talked 
of, T V io6i 

Bomaunce, a romance, T 111 980 
Bombled, pt s fumbled, moved about 
with his hands, groped about, G 1322 
Bombled, p^ a bu/zod, muttered, B 

3725 

Bomen, v i oam, wander, A 1099 , Romod, 
pt 8 A 1063, 10*69 } PP ^ *589 

Bon, pt 8 laineci, T 111 640, 677 A S 
ran, pt s rained 

Bond, adj round, circular, A ii 3S i 
Bong, -6 , see Binge 
Bonges, pi rungs, rounds of a ladder, A 
3625 A. S hrung 
Bonne, -n , see Benne 
Boo, roe, 5 193, Roes, pi, roes, R 1401 
Bood,pl 8 o/Bydo 
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Roof, pt 8 of Jiyyo 

Roon, 8 rose-bush, R 1674 Halliwell 
gives roan, a clump of whins, as a 
Northumberland word, and we find 
the spelling ranes m the allit Morte 
Arthure, 92 ^ 

Roos, pt 8 oj Rysc 
Roost, 8 roast meat, A 206 
Ropen, jop reaped, L 74 
Rore, 8 uproar, T v 4«i 
Roro, qer to 1 oar, T iv ^73 , p? 8 re- 
sounds, A 2881 

Roring, s loud 1 im out, R 2364 
Rose, 8 rose, R 1700 , (jei of the rose, A 
1038 

Rose-leef, s rose leaf, R 9o«; 
Rose-garlond, s garland of roses, HF 

Rosen, adj made of roses, R 84^, Ro- 
sene, adj dtf ros^ , B 2 m 8 6 
Roser, s rose-bush, R i6si, i6«>9, I 8s8 
Rose«reed, adj rod as a lose, Ct 254 
Roste, V loast, A 383 , pp A 147 
Rosy hewed, of rosy hue, T 11 1198 
Rote, 8 (Oroot, A 2, 423 , the ladix, fun- 
damental piinciiile, G- 1461 , source, 
B 358 , 1 e foot, E 58 , on rote, firmly 
rooted, T 11 1378 , heHe rote, bottom 
of the heart, B 471 , (2) root, the tabu- 
lated number written opposite a given 
fixed date, A 11 442, the ‘ epocli ’ of 
a nativity, B 314 

Rote, 8 rote , by rote, by rote, by heart, 
A 327, B 1712 

Rote, 8 a musical stringed instrument, 
a kind of fiddle, of Celtic oiigin , saul 
to be a fiddle with tlirco stiings, A 236 
0 F lote, from O H G hiotta, lotta, 
Low Lat chiotta , of Celtic origin, from 

0 Irish crot (Gael amt, W ciiUh), 
wliGiico also E a oud 

Rotelees, adj rootless, T iv 770 
Roten, adj rotten, A 3873 , corrupt, filthj , 

1 139 

Roten-herted, adj rotten hearted, I 
689 

Rotie, pr 8 8 uhj render lotten, 4.4407 
Roughte , see Reoohe 
Rouketh, pr s cowers, ci ouches, is 
huddled up, A 1 308 
Roule, t gad (lit roll), I) 633 
Roum, adj roomy, spacious, A 4126. 
Roum, a room, spare, L 1999 
Roumer, adj larger, A 4145 
Rounoy, a a hackney, nag, A 390 
Rounde, adv roundly, 1 e easih , with 
an easy (not jerky) motion, B 2076, 
melodiously, C 331 


Rounded, pt a stood out in a rountlcd 
form, A 263 

Roundel, a roundel, roundelay a kind 
of poem, A 1529 , a small circle, HR 
791, 798 

Roundnesses, pi orbs, orbits, B 4 m 
6 32 

Roune, r whisper, B 2023, qei D 1*7*, 
pt 8 HF 2044 A ^ riiman 
Route, 8 companj^ rout, Irooji, band, 
tiam, A 622, 889, 2133 , number, R 1667 , 
flock, R 909 , pi 1 11 620 
Route (1), V roar, T m 743 , murmur, 
HF 1038 , ger to snore, 3 17- , p ? 
snores, A 3647 A S hrfdan 
Route (2), V assemble in a company, B 
*>40 

Routhe, 8 pity, ruth, compassion, merej', 
F 1261, 1349 , lamentation, L 6O9 , a 
pity, a sad thing, A 91 
Routhelees, adj mthless, pitiless, B 
863 

Routing, 8 snoring, A 4166, 4214 , whiz- 
zing noise, HF 1933 

Rowe, 8 row, 3 973, line, HF 448 hi/ 1 , 
in a row, T 11 970 , Row es, pi raj s, 
beams (of light), 4 2 
Rowe, adv roughlj, angnlv, G 
Rowed, pp lovced, T i 960 
Rowm, adj roomj, large, wide, 4 i 
2 3 

Rowne, ger to whisper, T in 368 
Rowthe, 8 ruth, pitv% 3 463, S( irow, 
4 97 

Royaltee, a rovalty, E 028 
Royleth, s meanders, v\andeis, B i 
m 7 10. 

Royne, s roughness, R 334 
Roynous, adj rough, R 988, 

Rubbe, V rub out, 8 6 
Rubee, « ruby, HF 1362 
Rubible, a ribibe, rebeck, A 33^1 
Rubifying, 8 rubefaction, reddening, G 
797 

Rubriche, a rubric, D 346 
Ruby, a ruby, 12 4 Rubies, pi 4 246 
Ruddok, a redbreast, robin, 3 349 
Rude, adj harsh, R, 732 , jioor, E 916 , 
inhospitable, H 170, of humble bi’fJi, 
D 1172 

Budeliche, adv rudelj, A 734 
Rudenesse, a boonslmess, T i\ 10-7, 
rusticity, E 397 
Ruggy, a<0 rough, A 2883 
Rule, tmp pi regulate, order, I 392 , i'p 
aa odj w^-monnered, L 163 
Rum, ram, ruf, nonsense words, to 
imitate alliteration, I 43, 
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Kiimbel, a mnibling noise, A 1979 , 
rumour, E 997 

Bumbletli, pr s moves to and fro with 
an indistmct murmuring noise, HE 
1026 

Bumblinge, a noise, D 21^^ 

Bused, a roused herselt, rushed away, 
3 381 

Busshing, pres pt ru slung, A 1641 
Buste, ger to rust, A 502 , s miJ>j 
rust, A 500 

Busty, adj rusty, A 618 , besmirched as 
with rust, B 1 <>9 

Byal, adj rojal, 1 144, Bial, 2 t;9 
Byde, v ride, A 27, 94, 102 , ride at 
anchor, L 968 , Kyden, ger (tilth out), 
to go on expediti4)ns, A 45 , B:y do, go 
(tmth out), to ride abroad to inspect, B 
1255, (see Outrydere), Bydestow, 
ridest thou, D 1386, Bit, pr a iides, 
A 974, "Rddd^pt 8 lode, A 169, Blden, 
I pt pi (we) lode, A 82:5 , x^t jiZ C 968 , 
Blden, jip ridden, B 1990 
By ding, a jousting, or nding in pro- 
cession, A 4^77 

Bym, 8 nme (usually mispelt rhyme), 
B 2115, 211S, Byrne, dat HF 623, a 
tale in verse, B 1899, verse, D 1127, 
pi B g6 AS rJm 

Byrne, v desciube in verse, put into 
nme (or rhyme), A i4'>9, B 2122 
Eymeyed, pp rimed, or rhymed, F 71 1 , 
see above 

Bynung, a nmmg, or ihyming, verse- 
making, B 2120, the art of riming, B 
48 

Byot, 8 riotous living, C 465 
Byotour, a roysterer, C 692 
Bys, 8 spray, branch, twig, B 1015 , A 
3324 A S hria 

Ryse, ger to rise, A 33 , to get up, F 373 , 
Eist, jpr a rises, A 3688, 4193 , arises, T 
1, 944 , Bobs, 1 pt a rose, 2 , pt a A. 

823 , Bisen, pp A 1065 , Bisetli, imp 2d 
I 161 

Byve ger to pierce, T v 1560 , v thrust, 
lu 1793 , pierce, C 828 , tear, E 1236 , 
Bo6f, pt a rove, nved, pieiced, L. 661, 
J351 Icel rl/a 

S 

Sable, a sable, black, 4 284 
Sacbels, a pi bags, B i p 3 83 
Sacrement, a the eucharist, I «:82 
Sacnfye, v do sacrifice, L 1348 
Saorifyse, « sacrifice, L 1310 
Sacrilege, s I 801 , sorcery, B i p 4 
282, 


Sad, adj stable, firm, I 129, 310, staid, 
A 2983 , sober, E 220, 237 , fixed, con- 
stant, unmoved, settled, E 693, 754, 
sad, B 21 1 , devoted, 23 9, trusty, 

H 273 , serious, grave, 3 918 , calm, 
settled, G- 397, staid, L 1381, 1876, 
earnest, HP 2089 , Sadde, p? grave, 
E 1002 , steady, 3 860 , discreet, B 135 , 
sure, H 238 

Sadel, s saddle, L 1199 
Sadel-bowe, a saddle-bow, A 2691 
Sadly, adv firmh , A 2602 , discreetly, B 
1266, steadfastly, I 124, caiefully, D 
2164, firmly, tightly, E 1100, unstint- 
ingly, B 743 

Sadnesse, a soberness, staidness, E 1591 , 
patience, E 432 

Saffron with, go to tinge with saffron, 
to colour, C 343 

Saffroun, a , like saffion — of a bright 
yellowish colour, B 1920 
Sak,9 sack,B 437, Sakkes,pf bags, L iiiS. 
Sakked, pp put in a sack, A 4070 
Sal, pr a sliall (Northern), A 4043 
Sal armoniak, a sal ammoniac, G 798, 
824 Lat aal armemactim, Armenian 
salt Sal ammoniac, chloride of am- 
monium The word armomac certainly 
answers to the Lat Armeniactm in 
the old treatises Yet the right spell- 
ing 18 ammoniac 

Sal peter, a saltpetre, G 808 Lat aal 
pelt CP, rock-salt , nitrate of potassa , — 
called also nitre 

Sal preparat, a prepared salt, G 810 
Sal tartre, 8 salt of tartar, G 810 ‘ Salt 

of tartar, carbonate of potash , 
first prepared from cream of tartar ’ , 
Webster 

Salewe, v salute, I 407 , pt a B 1284 , 
Salewed, pp F 1310 

Sale we, adj sallow, B 335 (But read 
falowe ) 

Salte, adj def salt, L 1462 
Saluing, a salutation, A 1649 
Saluwe, grer to salute, T 111 i785,Salued, 
\pt a Jj 3 T 5 

Salvacioun, s salvation, 4 213, security, 
B 2361 

Salve, 8 salve, cure, T iv 944 , pi heal- 
ing remedies, A 2712 
Salwes, pi willow-twigs, osiers, I) 635 
Samit, a samite, a rich and glossy silk 
material, T 1 109 , robe made of somite, 
K 836, 873 

Sang, a song (Northern), A 4170 
Sangwin, a stuff of a blood-red colour, 

A 439 
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Sangwyn, adj very ruddy, A 2168 , blood- 
red, A ^33 

Sans, jprejp without, B <^01 
Saphires, s pi sapphires, B 3658 
Sapience, wisdom, B 2184 , pi kinds of 
intelligonco, Gr 338 
Sarge, 8 serge, A 2368 
Sarpulers, s pi sacks made of coarse 
canvas, B i p 3 82 Cf F serpiUi^re 
Sarsinesshe, adj Saracenic, B 1188 
It sarsinesdie can bo taken as a sb , it 
may refer to smenet 
Sat , pt 8 o/'Sitte 
Satin, 8 satin, 3 233 

Satisfaccioun, 9 penance, I 87 , resti- 
tution, I 108 

Sanf, adj sale, safely kept, G 950, in 
sifety, 4 197 

Sauf, j)tep save, eveept, A 21S0 
Saufiy, adv silel^, with salctj, B 2373, 
4398 

Saugh, pt 9 of See 
Saule, s soul (Northern), A 4187 
Sauns, prep vithout, muns faille, Mvith- 
out tail, certainly, HF 188, 429 See 
Sans 

Sauter, s psalter, II 431 
Sautrye, s psaltery, a kind of harp, A 
296, 321 3j 3^03, H 2()8 

Savacioun, s salv \tion, T 11 381, 303 , 
loithovtc any savacioun, without saving 
any, HF 20S 

Save, 8 sago (the plant), A 2713 
Save, prep and conj sa\o, except, A 683, 
Save > our grace, by > oui loa\ e, B 22(x) j 
Saven, qei to sive, keep, i 117, pr 9 | 
8 uhj may (He) save, A 3108, pp kept 1 
inviolate, F 3,1 1 

Save-garde, 9 safe-conduct, T iv 139 | 

Saveour, 9 saMour, 19 lO 1 

Saveren, pi pi mind, care for, I 82a 
Savinge, pitp except, A 2838 
Savoriuge, s taste, I 207 
Savorous, adj pleasant, K 84 
Savory, adj pleasant, T 1 403 I 

Savour, s savour, i) 2i()() , pleasantness, 

F 204, pleasuic, 10 20, smell, G 887, ! 
scent, B 923, interest, T n -.09, pi \ 
odours, 3 274 

Savoure, v taste, D 171 , pr pi mind, 
care tor, I 820 , ttiqi s have relish for, 
G 5 

Savoured, adj perfumed, E 347 
Savouringe, s tasting, I 939 
Savourly, adj cnjoyably, A 3735 
Sawcefleem, adj eovoi ed with pimples 
(due to an excess of humour called 
ialsa phlegma), A 625 


Sawe, 8 saying, speech, A 1163, word, 
B 2923 , discourse, G 691 
Sawe, Say , see See 
Sayde, said , see Seye 
Saylours, pi dancers (who leap in danc- 
ing), R 770 ‘ Sailleor, bailleui , sautenr 
danseur ’ , Goclefroy 

Scabbe, 8 sc ah, R 553 , a disease of 
sheep, C 338 

Scalded, pp burnt, A 3833 
Scale, 8 scale, or rathe 1, double scale, 
tor me asunng both by umbra recta ancl 
umbra to sa, A 1 12 3 
Scalle, 8 scab, 8 3 

Scalled, pp having the scall, scabby, 
scurfj , A 627 

Scantitee, 8 scantiness, I 431 
Scantnesse, s scarcity, I 42a 
Scape n, v escape, T v 908 
Scarlet-reed, adj scarlet-red, B 4351 
Scarmishing, 9 skirmish, L 1910 
Scarmyche, 8 skirmish, T v 1508 
Scars, adj parsimonious, B 2789 
Scarsetee, 9 scarcity, B 2790 
Scarsly, adi parsmioniouslj , A 583 
Scatered, pp scattered, G 914 
Scathe, 9 scathe, harm, misfortune, ‘a 
pity,’ A 446 , Polyimtes to sc , to the 
harm of P , T v 938 
; Scathe les, adi harmlossH, R 133a 
j Science, s science, kno^v ledge, 5 23 , 
learned writing, B 1660 , wisdom, 1 229 
Sclat, 8 slate, 1 1 34. 

Sclaundre 9 slander, HF 1380 , ill-fame, 
disgrace, E 722 , scandal, I 137 
Sclave, 9 sla\o, T 111 391 
Sclendre, adj slender, slight in make, 
A 387 , thm, B 3147 , pool, B 4023 
Scochouns, pi escutcheons, paint td 
shields, R 893 

Scole, 8 school, B 1683, 1694 , manner, 
fashion, A 123, 3329 , discipline, T 1 
634, ‘the schoeds,’ D 2186 
Scole-matere, 8 subject for disputation 
m the schools, D 1272 
Scoler, 9 scholai , A 260 
Scolering, s young scholar, note to D 
44 , line (> 

Scole-termes, pi school terms, E 1369 
Scoleward , to scolcward -r toward 
j school, B 1739 
Scoleye, gu to study, A 302 
Soomes, s pi team, 1 ither, B 4 m 7 01 
Lit. * scums ' 

Score, imp 9 notch, out, maik, B itxib 
Scorkleth, pi s scorches, shrivels, B 2, 
m 6 28 

Scorned, pi « 3 927 , jested at, B 4277 
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Scorning, a scorn, T i 105 
Scorpion, a E aosS, sign of Scorpio, 
HF 9+8 

Soot, a liorse s name, A 616, D i‘?43 
Scourges, a pi whips, plagues, E 1157 
Scourging, a correction, 4 42 
Sonppe, s scrip, bog, D 1737 
Scripture, a writing, inscription, (on 
a ring), T lu 1369 , jiassage of -writing, 
L 1 144 , pi manuscripts, A 2044 
Sent, a -writing, deed, E 1697 , T 11 1130 
Scrivenish, adv like a scrivenei, T 11 
1026 

Scriveyn, a scribe, 8 i 
Seche, ge^ to seek, 1 e to be sought for 
(it was easily had), A 784 , to seek out, 
D 909 

Secree, adj secret, trusty, 5 395, secret, 
B 2251 , able to keep secrets, D 946 
Secree, adi secretly, F 1109 
Secree, a a secret, B 3211 , Secree of 
seciees, secret of secrets, Lat Secreta 
Secretorum (the name of a book), G 
U47 

Secreenesse, a secrecy, B 773 
Secrely, adv secietly, E 763 
Secte, a sect, company, h. 1171 , religion, 
faith (lit ‘following’), F 17 
Seculer, a a layman, B 4640 
Sede, V bear seed, 7 306 
See, a sea, A 59 , /ulle aee^ high tide, A 
n 46 4 

See, a seat, HF 1361 , seat of empire, B 
3339 , pi seats HF 1210 
See, t see, L 2360 , ger to see, look, F 
366 to look (upon), 3 1177, aa Jut 

shall see, 4 190 , Seestow, seest thou, 
HF 91 1 , Say, i pt a saw, T v 99- , 
Say, x>t a saw, B 4304 , Sey, pt a B i, 
7 , Seigh, I pt a saw, A 193 , Seigh, 
pt a A 1066, F 850, Saugh, i pt a 
saw, A 764 , pf a A 830, 1400 , Sy, pt a 
G 1381 , Sawe, 2 pt a saw est, B 848 , 
Saugh, 2 pt pi G U06 (with ye), Sawt, 
pt pZ B 218, Seyo, pt pi saw, T iv 
720, Seyen, p^ pi G no, Syen, pt pi 
B 2879, 4568? pi E 1804, p; 

a aubj may (ho) behold or protect, B 
136, Sawe, pt a aubj were to see, A 
144 , Seyn, pp seen, B 1863 , Seye, pp 
D 352 

Seed-foul, a birds living on seeds, 5 
512 

Seek, odj sick, lU, L 2409, 2436 , def A 
424 , Seke, def aa a man in a fover, 5 
104 , Seke, pi A 18, 245 
Seel (i), a bliss, A 4239 A S adl 
Seel (2), $ seal, B 882 


Seemlinesse, a dignity of bearing, L 
1041 

Seemly, adj dehcate, pleasing, 12 n , 
seemly, L 2074 
Seestow, seest thou, HF gn 
Seetjpf a sat (false form, due to pi set t), 
A 2075 

Seetes, pi seats, A 2380 
Seeth, p< a seethed, boiled, E 2.7 
Sege, a throne, B 1 p 4 283 , siege, L 
1696 

Seggen, 1 pr pi say, T iv 194 
Seigh, pt a oj See 

Sem, ger , That is to sein, that is to sa\, 
A pr 26 

Seinte, adj fern holy, D 1824 
Semtuarie, a sanctuaij, I 781 , a conse- 
crated object, C 953 
Seistow, sajost thou, A 1125 
Seith, pr 8 sa\s, A 17S 
Seke , see Seek, adj 
Seke, V seaich through, B 60, seek, B 
1633, ge 7 A 13, 510, to seek, 1 e a 
matter for search, G 874 , bekesto-w, 
sookest thou, T 111 1435 , bekon to, i pi 
pi press towaids, 2 91 , 2 pi pi search 
through, B 127, Soghte, i p* a sought, 
A 11 45 ii , pt s aubj wore to examine, 
C 488 

Sekernes, a security, 7 34^ 

Sekirly, adv certainly, L 163 a 
Selde, ad; pi fc-w, E 146 
Selde, adv seldom, A 1539, B-.343, Selden, 
B 2394 , Seld, B 2343 
Seled, pp sealed, B 736 
Seles, pi seals, T 111 1462 
Selily, adv happily, B 2 p 4 96 
Selinesse, a hai)piness, T 111 813 
Salle, a dat boarding, A 3822 A Kentish 
form , M E aulle, atlle , A S ayll {Flort 
~ ground beneath the boards ) 

Selle, V sell, F 1563 , barter, A 278 , for 
to selle, for sale, D 414 , to aelle, for sale, 
A 3821 , Soldo, pt a aubj were to sell, 
R 452 

Selly, adj wonderful (MSS selj), HF 
313 AS aelllc, aeldlJc, stiange 
Sely, adj happy, T iv 303 , kind, 4 89 , 
good, B 1702, holy, B 682, innocent, 
simple, A 3404 , poor, pitiable, T 1 871 , 
wretched, A 3896 , hapless, L 1254, 1336 
AS aijeltg 

Semblable, adj like, B 2294 
Semblaunoe, a likeness, B 425 , appear- 
ance, B 145 

Semblaunt, a appearance, semblance, 
look, E 928, F 516 , in Inr a , apparently, 
B 863 
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Seme, v appear, seem, F 102 , (/er to 
seem (to), T 1 747 , p? pi F 869 , pt s 
(there) seemed, A 2970 , tmpers (it) 
seemed, A ^59, E 296 , him eemed^ it 
seemed to them, they supposed, F «;6 , 
the peple seined ~ it seemed to the 
people, the people supposed, F 201 
Semelihede, s seemlmess, comeliness, 
R I no, gracefulness, R 777 
Semely, adj seemly, comelj, A 7^1 
Semely, adv becomingly, A 123 
Semes, s pi seams, 1 622 
Semicope, s halt-cope, short cope, A 262 
Seming, s appearance, 3 944 , to my s , 
as it appeals to mo, B 1838 
Semisoun, s half sound, 1 e suppiessed 
sound, A 3697 

Senatorie, s senatorial rank, B 3 p 4 93 
Senatour, s senator, L 384 
Sencer, s censer, A 3340 
Sencinge, pres pit censing, perfuming 
with incense, A 3341 
Sendai, s a thin silk, A 440 
Sende, v send, B 144 , Sent, pr s E 1151 , 
Sende, pt s sent, A 4136 , Sente, pt s 
B 3927 , Sendeth, imp pi send ye, C 614 , 
Sente, pt s suhj would send, B 1091 
Sene, adj visible, manifest, apparent, A 
1345 F 643 AS gesCne^ gesyne^ adj 
evident, visible 

Sene, ger to oehold, to see, L 1034 , to 
look at, L 2649 , to look on, D 1-^43 , to 
seem, L 224 , on to sene^ to look on, 
L 2423 

Senge, t singe, D 349 , Seynd, pp bi oiled, 
B 4033 

Sengle, adj single, unmairied, E 1667 
Senith, 8 (i) the zenith, A 1 18 4, 22 6 , 
(2) the point where a given a/imuth- 
circlo meets the horizon, A. n 19 12 , 
the point of sunrise, A 11 31 13 
Sensibilitees, s pi perceptions, B 3 
m 4 8 

Sensible, adj perceptible by the senses, 
B 3 p 4 212 
Sent, -e , see Sende 
Sentement, s feeling, fancy, T 11 13, 
susceptibility, T 111 43 , passion, L 09 
Sentence, s meaning, drift, E 2288 , con- 
tents, C 190 , subject, B 1753 , opinion, 
® 399** > decision, 5 330, meaning, 

sentiment, instruction, A 306, 798 , 
tenor, theme, HF 1100, decision, speech, 
383 , judgement, older, I 17 , verdict, 
Q- 366 , general moaning, I 58 
Septemtrioun, s north, B 3637 
Septentrional, adj northern, A 11 40 
50 , Septentrionalis, pi A, u 40 36 


Sepnlcre, s tomb, D 498 
Sepulture, s mode of burial. Tv 299, 
burial, L 2553 , tomb, A 2854 
Serohen, v search, B 2597, pr pZ go 
about, haunt, D 867 
Sereyns, s pi sirens, R 6S4 
Sergeaunt of the Eawe, sergeant-at- 
law, A 309 

Sene, s piocess, argument, A 3067 
Sermone, ger to preach, speak, C 879 
Sermoning, s aigument, A 3091 , tallc, 
A 3 W 

Sermoun, s discourse, L 2023 , T 11 965 , 
tale, T n 1113 pi wiitings, B 87 
Servage, s servitude, thraldom, A 1946, 
B368 

Servant, s lover, A 1814 , servant, D 1501 
Servisable, adj willing to ser\ e, A 99 , 
serviceable, E 1911 , useful, E 979 
Servitour, s servant, D 2183 
Servitute, s servitude, E 798 
Servyse, s service, serving, A 230 , reli- 
gious service, T 1 315, musical per- 
formance, 3 302 

Sese, pr s subj seize, 3 481 , pp caught, 
4 240 , seised, possessed, T 111 413 
Sesoun, s season F 1034 , prime, R 1678, 
Sestow, seest thou, T m 46 
Sete, 8 seat, throne, B 3715, I 162 
Sete, n , see Sitte 

Setewale, s zedoarj, setvall R 1370 
See Cetewale 
Sethe, V seethe, boil, A 383 
Sette, ger to set, place, L 540, setten 
a myte^ care a mite, T 111 900, Sette, 
I pr 8 suppose, T 11 367 , B 2681 , Sette 
cas, imagine the case, B 3041 , 2 p; pi, 
esteem, T 11 432 , Sette, ipi s suhj set, 
A 3911 , Set, pi 8 setteth, sets, 2 101 , 
D 1982, cares, T m 832, puts, 3 633, 
Sette, ipt s counted, legaided, I) 039, 
Sette me, placed m>self, L 115, sette 
nat a kers^ accounted not worth a ci ess, 
A 3756 , Sette at nought, counted as 
nothing, F 821 , Sette him, sat do^\n, 
C 207 , Sette hii, sat, B 329 , Sette her 
on knees, knelt dovs n, B , Sette hem, 
seated themselves, L 301 , C 775 , Setten 
hem adoun, set themselves, G 396 , Set, 
pp placed, A 132, 2528 , put, B 440 , set, 
R 846 , appointed, 4 32 , E 774 , wholly 
devoted, 0 100 , tvcl set^ seemly, 3 828 , 
set the wnghtes cappe — made a fool of 
him, A 3143, Set, tmp 3. stake (as at 
dice), T iv 622 
Seur, adj sore, B 2642, 2933 
Seur, adv surely, T 111 1633 
Seurly, adv smely, B 2913 
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Seiirtee, s surety, A 1604, B 24 ? 

Sewe, V follow, 25 12 , ensue, B 2619, 
2692 , pt 8 pursued, B 4527 
Sewes, 8 pi lit juices, giaMes, used 
here for seasoned dishes, delicacies, 
F67 

Sewing, adj conforni'ible, m proportion, 
similar, 3 9^9 Lit ‘ following ’ 

Sexte, sixth, HF 1727 
Sexteyn, s sacristan, B 3216 
Sey, 1 pt 8 saw, 7, 1089 , Seyn, pp seen, 
B 172, 624 See See 

Seye, v say, A 7^8 , to be told, B 706 to 
seyn^ A 2^ , for to seye, to saj , A 468 , 
this IS to seyn, A i8i , that is to seyn, A 
797, Seistow, Slyest thou, B 110, as 
uho aeyth, like one who says, 1 e so to 
speak, T y 883 , Seggen, i pr pi say, T 
iv 194 , Seydostow, saidest thou, G 334 , 
Seyd, pp B 49 , Se>eth, pi siiy yc 
A 1868 

Seyl, 8 sail, A 696, 3532 
Seyn, pp seen, B i86^, 4471 
Seynd, pp singed, 1 t broiled, B 403^? 
Seynt, « stunt, 3 1319, Shynt {dissyllabic), 
A 120, 509, 687, 1 ) 1564 , feeynte, saint 
(or holy), A 1721 

Seyst, 2 pr s sayest, B 109 , Seystow, 
2pr a sayest thou, A 3490 
Shaar, 8 a plough-share, A 3763 
Shad, -de , see Shede 
Shadwe, s shadow, B 7, 10 , shade, 3 
426, scene, B 2 p 3 89, Shadow e, re- 
flection, R 1529 

Shad wed, pp shadowed, shaded, A 607 
Shaft, 8 wooden part ol an airow, Ai. i 
1362 , pi shafts ot spears, A 2603 
Shal, 1 pr 8 owe, T 111 1 649 , owe (to), T | 
ill 791 , shall (do so), F 6^ , must, A 
833 , am to be, 2 33 , am to (go), G 303 , 
Shalt, 2pr 8 must go, D 1636 , Shaltow, 

2 pr 8 shalt thou, A 3373 , Shal, pr » 
shall be, T v 8^3 , is to be, HF 82 , 
must, IS to, A 187 , must (come), T i\ 
1106 , will, L, 1276 , must (do so;, R 387 , 
owes, F 730 , Sholdo, 1 pt s should, 

B 56 , ought (to have done so), 3 1200 , 
►Sholdestow, shouldst thou, 10 60 

wouldst thou, D 1944 , Sholde, pt 8 | 
should, A 184 , ought to, B 44 , had to, 1 
E 515 , was to, B 3891 , would, B 3627 , 
Shul, i pr pi must, have to, B 331 , 
must, B 1900, fehullen, 2 pr %>l shall, 
B 4652 , Shullen, pr pi must, A 3014 
Shale, 8 shell, HF 1281 
Shalmyes, pZ shawms, HF 1218 
Shame, s A 303 , Shame of his degree, 

1, e lest it should shame his condition 


(as husband), F 732 , Shames deth, 
shameful death, B 819, E 2377 
Shamen, v put to shame, F i5<53 , thee 
ahameth, it sliomes thee, thou art 
ashamed, B 10 1 

Shamfast, adj modest, shy, A 2055, C 55 , 
shame-faced, ashamed, R 467 
Shamfastnesse, a modesty, A 840 , sense 
of shame, I 983 

Shap, 8 A 1889 , privy member, I 423 
Shapen, v plan, devise, A 3403 , find 
means (to do), A 809 , p? s intends, L 
1289 j Shape, pr pi dispose, B 2989 , 
Shapen hem, intend, F 214 , Sh66p, pt 
8 befel, T u 61 , devised, planned, T 1 
207 , made, gave, L 2569 , prepared for, 
E 198 , plotted, B 2 34^ , created, E 903 , 
contrived, E 946 , Shoop me, 1 pt s reft 
addressed myself, 2 20 , prepared my- 
self, L 180 , Shoop him, pit a ref. got 
ready, L 623, determined, F 809, 
Shopeii, pt pi made readj , B 2995 , 
Shapen, pp determined, A 1108, de- 
stmed, A 1392 , shaped, L 2014 , planned, 
B 951 , prepared, B -,49 , appointed, B 
253 , disposed (themselves), B 142 , built, 
7 337 , cut out, T ill 734 , Shape, pp 
destined, 01 darned, A 1225 , allotted, T 
11 282 , created, B 3cx;9 , imp pi reft 
dispose ■yourself, B 2307 
Shaply, adj fit, A 372 , likclj , T iv 1452 
Sharpe, ado sharply, B 2073 
Shave, v shave, A 3^26 , Shaven, pp cut 
smooth, R 941 , Shave, pp shaven, A 588 
Shaving, s a thin slice, G 1239 
Shawe, s wood, A 4367, 1 ) 1386 
She, she, A 446 , She she, one woman 
and another, T 11 1747 
She-ape, s female ape, I 424 
Shedeth, pr s sheds, I 377 , Shedde,pi s 
shed, B 3447 , Shadde, pt s poured, B 
3921 , Shad,pp distributed, B 1 mi 18 
Sheef, s sheaf, A 104 , Sheves, pi HF 
2140 

Sheep, 8 a sheep, A 506 , a meek person, 
D 432 

Sheld, 8 shield, A 2122 , pi French 
crowns (coins worth 3s ^d), A 278, 
Sheeld, pif B 1521 

Shelde, pr a sub) may he shield, HP 88 
Shende, v disgrace, T iv 1577 , rum, B 
927 , render contemptible, T v 893 , 
reproach, T v 1060 , destroy, HF 1016 , 
Shent, pr a ruins, 1 848 , defiles, 1 854 , 
Shente, pt s harmed, injured, B 4031 , 
Shente, pt s atibj should destroy, T 11. 
337, Shent, pp spoilt, T n 37 , defeated, 
ii 632 , scolded, B 1731 
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Sliendsliipe^ a sliame, I 27^ 

Shene, adj bright, A 115, glistening, R 
127 , iair, E 2528 , beautiful, B 692, F 
104') AS seme, scyne 
Shene, adv brightly, 4 87 
Shepe, 8 hire, I ^568 See Shipe 
Shepne, s stable, shed, A 2oc)ci A S 
scypen See Shipnes 
Shore, a pair of shears, A 2417 
Shere, yer to shear, cut, B ^2^7 
Shering-hokes, pi sheanng-hoolvs, con- 
trivances for severing loiics in a sea- 
fight, li, 641 

Sherte, s shut, A 1560 , chemisi, T iv 
96. 

Shet, pp o/Shette 
Shete, 8 sheet, G 879 , pi A 4140 
Sheten, v shoot, I 714, Sheteth, p? 9 
shoots, R 9O0 

Sheter, s as adj fit for shooting, (Ut 
shooter;, e; 180 
Shethe, a shexth, R 2060 
Shette, V shut, enclose, T 111 i=>4<), 

shut, close, L) 1141 Sliotte, pt 8 shut, 
A 3499 , closed, fastened up, T n khto , 
Shotten, pt pL shut up, enclosed, T 1 
148 , Shet, pp shut, R 52(> 

Sheves, pi! shears, HF 2140 
She'wethjpi s piclends, appears, B 238() , 
appeals as, IS shtv 11, \ 1 7 9 
Shifte, V piovidc, dibtiibute, 01 dam, 1 ) 
104 , assign, G 278 

Shilde, p/ 8 aubj shield, T 11 1019, 
defend, B 2098 , foibid, 34-7 
Shimering, s glimnier, A 4-97 
Shine, 8 shin, A 380 
Shined, p< s sli<)iu,L -104 
Ship, SI 16 , Slnpi', dat (into the) ship, 
(into the) ailv, A 3340 
Shipe, 8 line, pa> , lewaid, 7 iq, , Sluiie, 
hue, 1508 A ^ scipe, stipcndium 
Shipman, s sailoi, skippt i, A 3S8 
Shipnes, jd stables, sheds, 1 ) 871 See 
Shepne 

Shirreve, s sheiifi, A iSo I^it ‘bhm- 
reevc ’ 

Shiten,pp defiled, dirt>, 304 
Shitting, 8 shutting, R isob 
Shivere, 8 thm slice, 1) 1840 
Shiveren, p) pi break, A JO05 
Sho, shoe, A 2S3 

Shod, pp provided with shoes, HF 98. 
Shode, a paiting of the ban, A 311b , the 
temple of the head, A 2007 
Shof, pt 8 pushed, T iil 487 
Shoken,pt pi shook, R 303 
Sholder-bone, a. shoulder-blade bone, C 
350. 


Shonde, a disgrace, HF 88 , B 2098 
Shoo, 8 shoo, D 492 , Shoos, pi A 437 , 
Shoon, pi B 1922 

Shoof, pt 8 1 p shoved, pushed, R 534 , 
pt 8 drove, L 2412 
Shoon (sh66n), pi o/Shoo 
Shoon (shoon), pi 8 o/Shyne 
Shorn, pp shaven, B 3142 
Shorte, v shorten, D 1261 , to shorte with 
your u,eye^ to shorten your w xy with, A 
791 

Shortly, adi briefly, A 30 
Short-sholdred, adj short m the upper 
arm, A 549 

Shot, 8 a missile, B 4539 , arrow, A 2344 
Shot-wmdowe, s a window containing 
a square division which opens on a 
hinge, A 33 SH, 369'; 

Shour, 8 shower, T i\ 751 onset, con- 
flict, T iv 47, pi assaults, T 1. 47a 
Cf E * a shower of darts ’ 

Showving, 8 shoving, pushing, H 53. 
Shredde, pi s shred, cut, E 227 
Shrewe, s. scoundiel, accnxrsed wretch, 
D 284 , shrew, peevish woman, E 1222, 
2428 , planet having an evil influence, 
A 11. 4 34 , evil one, G 917 
Shrewe, adj evil, x\icked, G 993 
Shrewe, i pr s beshrew, curse, B 4616 
Shrewed, adj e\il, xvicked, bad, L 1545, 
accursed, 1 ) 34 

Shrewedly, adi rursedlj, D 2238 
Shrewednesse, s wickedness, evil, B 
2721 , cursedness, D 734 pi evil deeds, 
I 442 

Shrifte fadres, pi father-confessois, I) 
1442 

Shrighte, pi b shrieked, A -817, pp P 
V 320 

Shrimpes pi small crcatuios, dwarfs, 
B 314'? 

Shroud, 8 robe, R 64 
Shrouded, ptp clad, R 33 
Shryked pt pi shrieked, B 4390. 
Shryking, s shnokmg, T x 382 
Shryned, j>j> enshrined, C (>35 , canonised 
(ironically), 21 15 
Shryve, get to confess, I 129. 
Shulder-boon, s blade-bone, 1 6^x3 
Shuldres, pi shouldei's, R. 328 
Shull, Shullen, Shulde , see Shal 
Shyne, ger to shine, 10 62 , bho6n, strong 
pt s shone, A 198 , Sh^mede, trcttk pL 
8 shone, h 1119, Shined, L. 2194 
Sib, adj related, akm, B 2365 
Sicamour, 8 sycamore, HF 1278. 

Sicer, « stioug drink, B 3245, 

Sigh, I j)< 8 , saw, R 818 
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Sights, s o/Syko 
Signet, 8 signot-rmg, T n 1087 
Signifiaunce, s signification, K 99*; , 
significance, HF 17 , prediction, K 16 
Siffnificavitj a writ of excommunication, 
A 662 

Sik, adj sick, ill, A 1600 
Siker, adj sure, A 3049, B 4 ^ 53 i safe, 
Gr 864, certain, Gr 1047, suie, steadj", 
D 2069 , *in seciuity, 17 28 
Siker, adv uninteiTuptedlj , T m 12^7, 
surely, T 11 991 
Sikered, pp assured, L 2128 
Sikerer, adj surer, more to be tiustod, 
B 404 i 

Sikerly, adv certainly, surely, truh , 
A 137 

Sikernesse, s security, safety, confi- 
dence, B 425, state of security, T 11 

m 

Sikly, ady ill, with ill will, E 625 
Silver, 8 money, A 232, 713 
Silver, adj silvery, A 1496 
Similitude, 8 comparison , kence, pro- 
position, statement, G 431 , sjunpathy, 
likeness, F 480 , one like himself, A 3228 
Simphonye, 8 a kind of tabor, B 2003 
Simple, add modest, 11 1014 , innocent, 

3 86i 

Simplesse, 8 Simiihcity (personified), R 
954 

Sin, coni and adt since, 4 273 
Singe, V smg, A 236 , Singestow, singest 
thou, H 244 , Song, I pt 8 sang, 3 1158 , 
Songe, 2 pf 8 didst sing, H 294 , Song, 
pt 8 A 1053 , Songcii, pt pi sang, F 33 , 
Songe, pt 8 8ubj were to sing, 3 929 , 
Songen, pp sung, T v 645 , Songe, pp 
A 266 , recited, T v 1797 
Singularitees, pi separate parts, pai- 
ticulais, B 3 m 3 45 

Singuler, adj particular, B 2 p 7 64 , 
single, I 300 , a single, G 997 , private, 
B 2623 , tnngulai pi o/ytej special advan- 
tage, HF 310 

Singulerly, adv singly, B 4 p 6 77 
Sinne, s sm, A 561 
Sinwes, 8 pi sinews, I 690 
Sippe, V sip, taste, 1) ij6 
Sire, sir, my master, A 355, Sires, gen 
sire’s, father’s, 1 e Saturn’s, E 2265 
Sis cmk, 1. e six-five, a throw with two 
dice, B 125 

Sisoures, jd scissors, HF 690 
Sit, pr 8 sits , see Sitte 
Site, 8 situation, HF 1114 , E 199 
Sith, conj since, A 930 , Sith that, since, 
F 930, H 120 


Sith, adi afterwards, C 869 , then, L 
302 

Sithen, conj since, B 2947 7 Sitheii that, 
since, A 2102 

Sithen, adv since, ago, A 1521 , since 
then, R 1641 since, T 111 244 , after- 
wards, A 2617 , then, next, L 304 , goon 
8 a greet uhyl, a great while ago, L 
427, gon 8 longe whyle, long ago, T 1 
718 

Sithes, jil times, A 11 4-’ 9 
Sitte, V sit, A 94 , Sit, pr s sits, dwells, 
A 1599, 3641, befits, suits, B 1353, is 
fitting, T 1 246 , yiet it sit^ it is un- 
becoming, E 4^ , Sat, pt 8 sat, A 469 , 
affected, T iv 231 , suited, L 1733, 
became, R 730, sat on knees, knelt, 3 
106 , lilt sat me sore, it was very painful 
for mo, 3 1220 , T 111 240 , Seet, pt 8 
sat (false form, due to pi attcn), A 2073 , 
SCten, pt pi sat, A 2893 , bcte, pt 8 
8 uhj would beht, T 1 985, 11 117 , weio 
to sit, 3 436 , was sitting, 3 301 , SSten, 
pp sat, D 420, dwelt, A 1432 , loelsittmge, 
well suited, R 986 

Sittmgest, 8 vp adj most fitting, 5 551 

Sive, 8 sieve, G 940 

Sixte, sixth, 1 ) 43, F 906 

Skant, adj scant> , sparing, niggardly, 1 

175 

Skarmish, 8 skirmish, T 11 Oii 
Skars, adj scarce, 9 36 
Skathe, a harm, T iv 207 
Skile, 8 reason, cause, HF 726 , gret sk , 
good reason, E 1152 , reasonable claim, 
L 1392 , pi reasons, arguments, HF 
867 

Skilful, adj reasonable, L. 385 , discern- 
ing, B 1038 

Skilfully, adi reasonably, with reason, 
G 320 , particularly, 4 i33 
Skilinge, 8 reason, B 4 p 6 133 
Skinketh, pf 8 pours out, E 1722 
Skippe, gcr to skip, jump, T 1 218, 
V dance, A 3239 , leap, E 1072 , pass 
over, L 622 , bkipte, jit 8 leaiit, F 1402 
Skulle, 8 skull, A 3933, 4306 
Skye, 8 cloud, HF 1600 
Slake, V assuage, 11 317 , slacken, abate, 
F 841 , desist (from), E 705 , cease, 
E 137 , end, E 802 , Slake of, omit, L 
619 , Slake, pr a auhj grow slack, wane, 
T 11 291 , Slakede, pt a aubj should 
relax, B 2 m 8 18 

Slakke, adj slow, A 2901 , def slack, 
E 1849 

Slakker, adj pi slacker, more tardy, 
B 1603 
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Sledes, $ pi sledges, vehicles, B 4 p i 
78 PI ol sled 

Slee, V A 661 , Sleen, ger to slay, A 1222 , 
Slee, I s as fut shall slay, B 2002 , 
Sleeth, jpr s slays, A 11x8, felowe, 2 pt 
8 didst si ly, T iv 506 , Slow, pt s 
slew, B 627 , extinguished, B ^922 , 
felough, pt s 7 <56 , Slawe, pp slam, 
A 943 , SUwen, pp E 544 , blayn, pp 
slam, A 63 
Sleep, pt 8 oj Slope 
Sleere, s slayer, A 200^ 

Sleet, 8 sleet, L 1220 , F i2so 
Sleigh, adj sly, artlul, A 32(11 
Sleighly, adv cunningly, T v 83 
Sleighte, 8 trickery, T iv 1459 , tnck, 
B-386, blcight, T 11 1312, contrivance, 
E 1x02 , plan, E 21 31 , dexteiity, A X948 , 
cunning, L 1382 , skill, G 867 , pi plans, 
T IV 1431 , devices, tricks, E 2421 
Slely, adv silly, 1 e skiltully, A 11 29 2(1 
Slepe, 8 sleep, P 347 , o 7 t 8 lpp>f, asleep, L 
.(x; 

Slepe, V sleep, 3 3 , Slepestow, sleepest 
thou, A 4x69 , bleep, i pt s slept, Hh 
1x9 , Sleep, pt s A 98 , blopte, weak pt 
8 E 224 , blcpc, pt pi 3 1O6, X77 
Sleping, 8 sleep, B 4202 
Slepmg-tyme, s tune to sleep, 6 34, 
Slepy, adj skep-bc stowing, A 1387 
Slewthe, s sloth, I 388 
Sleye, pi sly, subtle, T iv 972 
Sleyly, adi slily, T u 1185 , subtly, T 
11 46- 

Slider, adj slippery, A 1264 
Slighte, s sleight, cunning, C 131 
Slike, adj sleek, 11 34- 
Slinge-stones, pi stones tiom a shng, 
T 11 941 

Slinke, ger to slink, T m 1335 
Sbppe, V slip, L 0*5 
Sht, pi 8 of blydo 
Slitten, V pierce, F 1260 
Slivere, 8 a slice, poition, T in 10x3 
Slo, 8 sloe, K 928 , bloo, A 3-40 
Slogardye, s sluggishness, sloth, laainess, 
A 1042 

Slombrestow, slurnberest thou, T 1 730 
Slombry, adj sleepy, I 724 
Slomennge, s slumbei, T n 67 
Slong, pt 8 threw, flung, H 30O Pt t 
ot alinqen 

Sloo, 8 sloe, A 3246 , Slo, R 928 
Sloppes, 8 pi loose garments, I 422 
Slough, a slough, mire, H 64 
Slough, pt 8 slow, A 980 , see Slee 
Slouthe, 8 sloth, T 11. 939 
Slow, 8 slough, I) 1565 , Slough, H 04 


Slow pt 8 o/Slee 
Slowh, pt 9 slew, B 4 m 7 43 
Sluggy, adj sluggish, I 706 
Sluttish, adj slovenly, G 636 
Sly, adj L 1369 , sly (one), A 3940 , blye, 
def cunning, crafty, 7 48 , skilful, 
P 672 , pi aitfully eontriveti, F 230 
Slyde, V slide, T V 331 , pass, go away, 
E 82, F 924 , blit, pi 8 passes away, 3 
3 , G 682 , Slydinge, pres pt as adj 
movmg, 1 e unstable, T v 8-3 
Slyk (/or Slyko?), adj sleek, D 331 
Slyk, adj such (Northern), A 4130, 4170 
Slyly, adv sagaciously, A 1444 
Smal, adj small, A 153 , a sinal, a httle, 
6 1x3 

Smal, adi little, D 5<.)2 , hut ainal, but 
httle, F 71 , high (ot musical notes), 12 

XX 

Smalish, adj smalhsh, R 826 
Smart, adj busk (said of a fire), G 768 
Smatre, j/r pi reji taste slightly, I 837 
Smert, adj smart, quick, R 831 , brisk, 
G 768 , pi painful, 3 307 
Smerte, s ptun, smart, F 480, 856, 974 , 
anguish, A 3813 

Smerte, adv smartly, sharply, A 149, 
sorely, E 6-9 

Smerte, ger to smart, L. 302 , bmert, pr 
8 pains (mo), 1 132, Smerte^ pr 8 aubj 
(it) may pain, A 1394 , bmerte, pt s 
felt pain, T u 930 , Smerte, pt s aubj 
impel 8 (it) might give pain to, A 230 
Smit, -en , see Smyte 
Smithed, pt s foigcd, A 376- 
Smitted, P7> smutted, 1 e besmirched, 
sullied witli dishonour, T \ 1343 
Smoking, pres pt reeking with incense 
or perfume, A 2281 

Smokless, adj without a smock, E 875 
Smoky, adj smoke-hke, T 111, O-S 
Smoot, pt s of Smyte 
Smoterliche, adj smirched in reputa- 
tion, A 3963 

Smothe, adj smtxith, A (xyo 
Smothe, adv smoothly, ^ 070 
Smyler, a smiler, flatten 1, A 1999 
Smyte, v strike, A X22(), Sm\ten of, 
smite off, L 1817 , bmyteth, pr a 
knocks, L 393 , Smit, pr a smites, 
E 122 , Smo6t, pt s smote, struck, A 
149, Smiton,pp struck, T u 1145 
Snowed, pt 8 al)ounded, A 343 
Smbben, v reprove, chide, ht ‘snub,’ 
A 323 , pp reprimanded, A 4401 
Snorteth, pr $ snorts, A 4163 , pt s was 
drawn together (as m sniffing), R 157 
Snow, 8 R. 558, argent (In heraldiy), 

6 
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white, B 3«;73 , pi snow-storms, HF 
967 

Snowish., adj snowy, white, T 111 1250 
So, adv so, A ioj , such, B 2205 , in such 
a way, such, T 111 i'579i so, 1 e pray 
{with verb in subj mood), T iii 1470 , 
So as, as well as, as far as, 4 161 , «o 
have I Joye^ as I hope to have bliss, 3 
1065 

^o, con^ provided that, L 1319 , So as, 
whereas, B 4 p 3 40 , So that, provided 
that, C 186 

Sobrely, adv gravely, F 138s, Soberly, 
sadlv, with a mclancliolv look, A 289 
Sobrenesse, s sobriety, I 834 
Socour, succour, help, A 918, F 1357, do 
yow 8 , help you, 4 292 
Socouren, v aid, T m 1264 
Socours, 8 help, L 1341 
Soden, pp sodden, boiled, I 900 
Sodem, adj prompt, forward, T v 1024 
Sodemly, adv suddenly, F 1015 
Softe, adj soft, A 153 , gentle, slow, 
B 399 , mild, 1) 1412 

Softe, adv softly, A 2781 , gently, C 252 , 
tenderly, B 275, timidly, 3 1-12 
Softely, adv softly, F 636, quietly, G 
408 , in a low tone, L 21-6 
Softneth, pr s assuages, L 30 
Sojourne, v dwell, T v 1350, tarry, 11 
381 , remain, D 987 
Soken, s toll, A 3987 A S socn 
Sokingly, adv gradually, B 2766 ‘ So- 

kyngly, idem quod csyly’, Prompt 
Parv 

Sol, Sol (the sun), G 826 
Solas, 8 amusement, A 798 , solace, 1 206 , 
comfort, F 802 , consolation, T 11 460 , 
relief, B 1972 , diversion, B 1904 , 
pleasure, B 3964 , playfulness, K 844 , 
joy, T L 31 , ease, L 1966 
Soldo, pt 8 0/ Selle 

Solempne, adj festive, grand, E 1125, 
cheerful, A 209 , important, A 364 , 
illustrious, B 387 , superb, F 61 , public, 
I 102 

Solerapnely, adv pompously, with pomp, 
A 274 

Solempnitee, s pomp, A 870, outward 
show, C 244 , duo ceremony, E 1709 
Soleyn, adj sole, sobtary, 3 98- , un- 
mated, 5 607, 614 

Solsticioun, a the solstice, or point of 
the ecliptic most remote from the 
equator, A 1 17 9 

Som (sum), tndef pron some, A 640, 
B 1x82 , one, a certain man, G 922, one, 
3 305 ; another, 5 476 , som ahrem ta^ 


some one (at least) is wicked, G 995 , 
Som som, one another, A 3031 , 
Somme, pi some, B 2139 , some (of 
them), L 1050 

Somdel, adv somewhat, B 4011 , a little, 
L 1183 , in some measure, A 3911 
Somer, s summer, A 394 , Someres game, 
summer-game, athletic exhibition, D 
648 

Somer-sesoun, s spring, early summer, 
B 3 p 8 43 

Somme, pi some, T iv 995 , see Som 
Somme, a sum, F 1-20 , chief point, 
upshot, L 13S9 > sums of money, 
B 1407, G 675 
Somne, v , see Sompne 
Somnour, a summoner, apparitor, an 
officer who summoned delinquents bo 
fore the ecclesiastical courts, A 343 
Somonce, s summons, I) is86 
Sompne, v summon, D 1377, Sornne, v 

I> 1347 

Sompnolence, a somnolence, I 706 
Somtyme, adv once, A 63, 83 , some 
times, B 1667 , some day, B 1 10 
Sond, a sand, B 509, 4437 
Sonde, a message, B 388, 1049 ^ sending, 
I 623 , gifts, B 1049 , visitation, B 760, 
826, trial, B 90- , message (0/ messenger;, 

Sondedjpp sanded, T n 82- 
Sondry, adj \ariou3, A 14, 23 
Sone (suno), a son, A 79, 336 
Sone, adv soon, A 1022 , speedily, D 1-64 
Sone-in-lawe, a son-in-lnw, E 3if 
Sonest, adv auperl soonest, B 3716 
Song, -e, -en , see Singo 
Sonne, a sun, A 7, 30 
Sonne-beem, a sunbeam, P 868 
Sonnish, adj sun-like, golden, T iv 7^0, 
816 

Soor, a sore, wound, A 1434 
Soor, adj wounded, grieved, A *695 j 
sore, F 1371 , sad, T v 639 
Soot, 8 soot, an emblem of bitterness, T 
111 1194 

Sooth, adj true, L 14 , as adt tiulj, 
O636 

Sooth, 8 truth, A 284 , Sothe, G 60- , 
Sothe, dat B 1939 
Soothfastnesse, s truth, B 4518 
Soothly, adv truly, A 117 
Sooty, adj begrimed with soot, B \o22 
Sop, 8 sop (of toasted bread), E 1843 
Sop in wyn, wine with broad soaked id 
it, A 334 

Soper, 8 supper, A 348 , Sopeer, F 1189 
Sophistrye, a evil cunning, B 137 
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Sophyme, s a sophism, trick of logic, E 
5 , pi deceits, F t5s;4 

Sore, adv sorely, A 148 , bar ao sore, bore 
so ill, E 85 

Sore, grr to soar, HF s;3i , to mount 
aloft, F 123 

Sorer, adv more sorelj , L 502 
Sorest, adv most soiely, ^ 404 
Sormounte, ge't to surpass, R 667 , pr a 
rises above, T m 1038 
Sort, 8 lot, T n i7‘i4 , destiny, chance, 
A 844 , kind, A 4381 , divination, T 1 
76 

Sorted, a allotted, T v 1827 
Sorwe, a soiiow, gucf, A 951 , mourning, 
B 2171 , sympathy, compassion, F 422 , 
vjith aonue, with ill luck to jou, D 
30S 

Sorwestow, thou soi lowest, B 1 11 6 80, 
p/ s I 8<^ , p) 2)1 ^ 2S.4 
Sorweful, adj soirowful, L 18,2 
Sorwefiilleste, adj most sonowful, E 
209S 

Sorwefully, adi sidh A -978 
Sorwing, a soiiow 3 
Sory, adj soriowlul, mournful, A 2004, 
2010 , sad, B 2899 , unluck5 , B 1949 , ill, 
C 876 , misei ible, H 
Sory, adi sorely, B 2 p 4 100 
Soster, 8 sister, A 3480 
Sote, adj sweet, A i, B 
Sote, adi sw(ctlj,L 261. 

Sotel, adj subtle, cun 11 me,, 18 43 
Soteltee, subtleti, skiU, 18 77 
Soth, adj true, B 169 , Sooth, L 14 
Sothe, a truth, A 8^5 See Sooth 
Sother, adj comj) tiiiei, Ct 214 
Sothfastnesse, s truth, 13236s, certamtj, 
I 380 

Sothly, adv \oiil\, sootlil^, A pi 23 
Soth-sawe, a true sajing, tiuth, IIF 
2089 , p? HF 676 

Sotil, adj subtle, cunning, L issd, 2SS9, 
subtly woven, A ios4 > thin, A 2030 
Sotilly, adv bkilluU>, H 1119, cleycil^, 
R 77 - 

Sotted adj besotted, befooled, Gr 1341 
Souded, pp CO ilii i1ie.1l, B 17O9 
Sought, -e , SCO Seke 
Souke, ger to suck, A 41S7 , to embezzle, 
A 441O , pp been at the breast, E 450 
Soul, adj sole, single, E 2080 
Soule, 8 soul, A 056, 781 
Soulfre, 8 sulphui, HF i«;c^ 

Soun, 8 sound, musical sound, A 674, E 
271 , \aunt, L 267 , p? sounds, A 2312 
Sound, adj unhuit, L 1619, pi mstienig 
health, T 111 1^26 


Sounde, ger to heal, make sound, 7 242 , 
V heal, R 96O 

Soune, gei to sound, to utter, T 11 573 , 
imitate in sound, speak ahke, F losr, 
Sounen, v sound, hence, tend, redound, 
T 1 1036, Souneth, pr 8 tends (to- 
wards), relates, (to), T 111 1414 , is con- 
sonant (with), B 3i«;7, makes (for), H 
19'; , Sounen, pr pi tend, I 1068 , pf 8 
inclined, T iv 1676 , pres pf accordant 
with, in agreement with, A 275 , Soun- 
inge in, tending to, A 307 
Souned , heste s , best-sounding, T 11 1031 
Soupe, V sup, T 11 944 
Souper, 8 supper, 1 11 947 
Souple, adj pliant, A 203 
Sourdeth, p? 8 arises, 1 47^ 

Soure, adj bittei, cmel, B i p 4 88 
Soure, adv sourly, bitterl\, B 2012 
Soures, s pZ son els, bucks of the th rd 
year, 3 429 

Sourmounteth, pr s surmounts, rises 
abo\e, T lu 103S 

Sours, 8 source, oiigin T ^ isqi , E 49 , 
a springing aloft, HF ^44 , swift ui>- 
ward flight, 1) 193S, 1941 
Souter, 8 cobbler, A 3904 
Soutiltee, a device, B 376 
Souve nance, s lemembiance, 24 14 
Soveraynetee, a sovercigntj, L 114, F 
7SI , sui)rcmac 3 , 1) 818 
Sovereyn, adj supreme very high, A 67, 
chief, B 3330 sovereign, D 1048 , supcrioi , 
A u 28 39 (a technical tenn, applied to 
the w cslern signs of the zodiac) , as a 
loid, I O9 , mistei O , Soveic>ne, 
fern 5 422, Soveieyns, pi suiieriors, 
I 39., 402 

Sovereynly, adi loyally, B 246- , clueflj, 
B 45=>2 

Sovereyntee, s supremacj , D 1038 
Sowdan, a sultan B 177 
Sowdanesse, a sultan ess, B 358 
Sowe, V sew up, T 11 1201, i2tH} Pjx 
sown, A 683 

Sowen, t sow, B 1182, Sowen, pp R. 

1617, SowG, pp T 1 3S3 
Sowle, a soul, life, T 11 17^4 
Sowled, pp endue d with a soul, 329. 
Sowne, V sound, play upon, A 563 , 
sound, T 111 189, Sowneth, pr a 

sounds, I i()o , signifies, A 1 21 62 , pr 
pi plaj , F 270 , bow neth, p-r pi tend 
(to), ore cons«uiant(with), F 317 , Souned, 
pt pi tended, B 3348. See Soune 
Space, 8 room, T 1 714 , space ot time, 
A 87, while, C 239, oppoi-tunity, spare 
time, A 3<: , com so, A 176 
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Spak,j>i 8 spake, \ 124, see Speke 
Span, pt 8 spun, L 1762 
Spanne, 8 span, A 

Span-newe, adj span-new, T 111 i66<; 
lilt ‘ newly spun ’ 

Spare, v spare, refrain, A 102 , cease, 5 
699 , jpp passed over, L 2602 
Sparliauk, 8 sparrow-hawk, B 1057 
Spannge, s moderation, 18 ^=; 

Sparkle, s small spark, B 2095 
Sparow, s sparrow, 5 ^51 
Sparre, s wooden beam, A 990, 1076 
Sparth, 8 battle-axe, A 2Sf2o 
Sparwe, s sparrow, A 626 
Spaynel, s spaniel, D 267 
Spece, s species, sort, I 407 , pi kinds, A 
3on, I 865 

Speche, <? speech, L 1084 , discourse, A 
307 , talk, A 783, D 1020 , address, 3 
1131 , oratory, P 104 

Special, adj special , tn special^ especi- j 
ally, in particular, A 444, 1017 
Spectacle, s eye glass, I) 1203 
Spede, ger to succeed, C 134 , Spedo me, 

V be quick, 5 383 , Spede, pr 8 suh] 
speed, prosper, A 76<) , Spcdde, pt 8 
hastened, moved quickly, A 3649 , made 
to prosper, B 3876 , pt 8 reji hasted, \ 
1217, \pt 8 lefl L 2CX) , pp tcrmmattd, 
determined, 5 10 1 , accomplished, G 

Speed, 8 help, T 11 9, success, T 1 17, 
for comune spede, for the good of all, 3 

507 

Sx>eedfiil, adj ad\antageous, B 727 
Speere, s sphere, F 1283 
Speke, V speak, 3. 852 , Spekestow, 
speakest thou, G 473 , Spak, i pt s 
spake, L 97 , pt s s 5^3 > fepeken, pt vl 
3 350 ) Spaken {better Speken), pt pi 
spake, T 1 565 , Speke, pt 8 8 ubj might 
speak, T 11 1119 , Spoken, Tvn A 
Spekmg, 8 speech-making, oratory, 5 
488 , speaking, H 335 
Spelle, 8 dat a story, B 2083 
Spence, 8 buttery, D 1931 
Spending-silver, s silver to spend, 
money in hand, G 1018 
Spere, 8 spear, A 1 14 , as nigh as men may 
casten vnth a spere, a spear’s cast, HF 
1048 

Spere, s sphere, orbit, 4 137, 16 11 
Sperhauk, s sparrowhawk, B 4647 
Sperme, 8 seed, B 3199 
Sperred, pp barred, T v 521 
Spete, V spit, T n 1617, Spetten, pt pi 
I 270 

Spewe, V vomit, B 2607 


Spewing, 8 vomit, I 138 
Spicerye, 8 mixture of spices, B 2043 
Spille, V spill, drop, T v 880 , kill, L 
1374 , destroy, ruin, E 303 , perish, 6 
121, ger to destroy, T v 588, to sp 
labour, to lose labour, H 133 , doth nu 
sp , causes me to die, 6 14 , Spillestov 
teres, lettest thou tears fall (Lat manas) 
B I p 4 4 , pp killed, B 837 , lost, i 
180 , ruined, I) 161 r , confounded, D 388 
Spirit, 8 A 2809 , Spirites, the (four 
spirits in alchemy (sulphur, sal ammo 
mac, quicksilver, arsenn ), G 820 , vita 
forces, 3 489 

Spitous, adj malicious, B 979 , inhospi 
table, 22 13 

Spitously, adv spitefulh, D 223, vehe 
mently, A 3476 
Spoke, pp 0/ Speke 
Sponne, 2 pt pi did spin, T 111 734 
Spoon, s spoon, F 602 , Spones, p^ ( 
908 

Spore, 8 spur, A 2603 , p? A 473 
Sporne, ger to spurn, kick, 1311 pt ^ 
spurns, treads, T 11 797 , pt 8 trippec 
himselt up, A 4280 
Spot, 8 delect, E 2146 
Spousaille, s espousal, wedding, E 115 
180 

Spoused, pp wedded, E 3, 386 
Spouted, pp vomited, B 487 
Sprayned , see Springen 
Sprede, v spread, open, 4 4 , ger to ex 
pand, R 1679 , Spradde, pt 8 spread, I 
418, 722 , covered, 7 40 , Sprivcl, pp 
spread, A 2903 , dispersed* 3 874 

bpradde, pp pi wide open, T iv 1422 
Spreynd , see Springen 
Spring, 8 dawn, A 11 6 6 , first growth 
R , pt merry dances, HF 1235 
Springe, strong v spring up, grow, / 
3018 rise, B 4068 , spread abroad, 7 74 
spring, be carried, L 719 , ger to ris< 
(as the sun), A 2322 , to dawn, A 822 , t< 
arise, 1 133 , Sprang, pf « grew up, R 
1425, Sprong, pt 8 spread out, R 1704 
Sprongo, pp become famous, A 1437 
grown, li 1034 1 spronge amts, alightec 
in a wrong place, HF 2079 
Springen, iveak v sprinkle, scatter 
sow broadcast, B 1183, Spreynd, pp 
sprinkled, B 422, 1830, Sprayned, pp 
B2 p4 132 AS sprengan 
Springers, a pi sources, origins, I 387 
Springing, a source, E 49 
Spurne, v spurn, kick, F 616 
Spyoe, 8 spioe, R 1367, 1371 , pi gpicery 
L mo, species, kinds, I 83, 102 
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Spyced, pp spiced, A ^5378 , scrupulous, 

A 526, D 4^5 I 

Spy eery e, 8 collection of spices, mixture 1 
of spices, A 2935, B 1 36 
Spyr, 8 spire, shoot, T 11 133^ 

Squames, 8 pi scales, G 7^9 
Squaymous, adj squeamish, sparing (ex- i 
cept rarely), A 3337 ' 

Squiereth, pr 9 attends, accompanies, ^ 

B 305 ' 

Squire, 8 a ‘ square,’ a carpenter’s instru- 
ment for measuiing right angles, B 
2090 , pi measuring-rules, A 1 12 3 
Squyer, s squire, A 79 
Stable, adj abiding, A 3004, 3(X)9 , firm, ' 
3 643 , sure, F 1490 , constant, 4 281 , 
steadfast, F 871 

Stablissed, pp established, A 2993 1 

Stadie, 8 race-course, B 4 p 3 ii 
Staf, 8 staff, stick, L 20x1, (perhaps a 
bed staif), A 4^94, 42()6 , Staves, gen of 
the shaft of a cai, 7 184 
Staf-slinge, 8 a staft-sling, sling with a 
handle, B 2019 
Stages, pZ positions, HF 122 
Stak,i>Z 8 stuck, T lu 1372 , was fastened 
on, 11 438 I 

Stakereth, pr s staggers, L 2687 
Stal, pZ s o/Stekn 

Btalke, 5 stalk, A 1036 , piece of strain, 

A 3919 , fetalkes, pi (Lat pahmtes)^ B 1 
mO 13, stems, T 11 968, upiights of a 
ladder, A 3623 

Stalke, V creep up (to), T 11 319, moAO 
stealthily, L 1781 , pr « walks stealthily ^ 

A 1479 j iuf>'es slowly, A 3648 
Stalle, 8 dat ox stall, T y 1469 ' 

Stamm, s a c oarse harsh cloth, famine, 
tammy, L 2360 , I 1032 O F esf amine i 
Stampe, pr pi biav in a mortar, O 338 
Stanched, pp staunched, B 2 p 2 33 1 

Stank, 8 lake, tank, pool, 1 841 F tank 
Stant, stands , see Stonde 
Stapen, pp adyanced, B 4011, E 1514 {m 1 
MS E) I 

Stare, 8 starling, 3 348 
Starf, pZ 8 o/bterye 
Stark, adj strong, E 1438 , so\ere, B 
3360 

Startling, moving suddenly, L 1204 
Staunchen, v satisfy, B 3 m 3 3 
Stede, 8 place, HF 731 , in slide of, m- ' 
stead of, B 3,08 j 

Stede, 8 steed, A 2137 ' 

Stedfastnesse, a constancy, firmness, 

E 699 , stability, 137 i 

Steer, s bullock, A 2149 ' 

Stekedjpp stuck, L ibia I 


Stele, 8 lit handle , 1 e the (cool) end, 
A 3785 

Stelen, v steal, A 362 , Steleth, pr 8 
steals away, B 21 , Stal, pt a stole, L 
796 , came (or went) cunningly, HF 
418 , went stealthily, B 3763 , kal away, 
stole away, 3 381 , Stole, pp stolen, A 
262^ 

Stellifye, v make into a constellation, 
HF 386, 1002 

Stemed,pt s shone, glowed, A 202 A S 
stlman 

Stenten, v leave off, A 903 , ger to stay, 
A 2442 , V cease, leave off, B 3925 , 
Stente, 2pr s subj cease, 18 61, Stente, 
pt 8 ceased, stopped, 3 134, B 1240, re- 
mained, L 821 , stayed, T 1 273 , Stente, 
pZ pi ceased, T 1 60 , delay ed, L 633 , 
pp stopped, A 1368 

Stepe, adj pi glittermg, bright, A 201, 
733 AS ateap 

Steppes, pi foot-tracks, L 829 2209 
Stere, s helm, ruddei, B 8-,3 , pilot 
helmsman, guide, B 448 , in stei e, upon 
my rudder, T 3 641 

Stere, v steer, rule, T 111 910 , i pi s 
steer, T 11 4 , pp conti oiled, L 933 
Stere, v stir, move, excite, T i. 2-8 , i>ro- 
pose, T i\ 1431 , pr a stirs, HF 817 
Sterelees, adj rudderless, B 439 
Steresman, 9 steersman, HF 436 
Steringe, a stirring, motion, HF 800 
Sterlinges, pi sterbng coins, C 907 
Sterne, adj stern, E 463 , violent, T 111 
74 ^ 

Sterre, a star, 5 68, 300 , constellation, 
HF 399 

Stert, 8 start, T v 234 , aZ a sfeif, in a 
moment, A 1703 

Sterte, v start, go quickh , T u 1634, 
move away, T 111 949 , pass away, B 
333 , leap skip, R 344 , Stert, pi $ 
louses, HF 68 1 , Sterte, ipZ s departed, 
T i\ 93 , rushed, L 811 , leapt, A 952 , 
went, T Ji ioc)4 , went at once, L 660 , 
Storting, piles pt burstmg suddenly, 
L 1741 

Sterve, v die, A 1249, die of famine, O 
431 , Start pZ s L 1691 , A 933, B 283, 
Stoi\en, pZ pi C 888 

Stevene, 8 voice, sound, language, A 
2362 , rumour, talk, T m 1723 , time, 
moment, esji ot an appointment, A 
1324, sound, L 1219, meetmg bv ap- 
pointment, 4 32 , setts st , made ap- 

pointment, A 4383 

Stewe, 8 a fish-poiid, A 330 , a small 
room, closet, T 111 601 , biothel, HF.26 
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Stewe-dore, s closct-door, T m 698 
Steyre, « degree (Lat g7a(1u<i\ 4 129, 
Steyres, gen stair’s, T 111 20 
Stiborn, adj stubborn, D 4«;6, 637 
Stidefast, adj steadf-ist, B 2641 
Stif, adj strong, A 673 , bold, R 1270 , 
bard, I) 2267 

Stiken, ger to stick, T 1 297 , Stiked, 
pt $ stuck, B «p9, fixed, B 2097, Stikcdc, 
pt 8 pierced, B 3897 , Stikkod, fixed, 
L 2202 , pp stabbed, B 430 , a stiked 
stoguy a stuck pig, C 
Stikinge, 8 sticking, setting, I 9^4 
Stikkes, palings, B 4038 
Stillatone, s still, vessel used in distil- 
lation, G 580 

Stille, adv quietly, L 816 , still, D 22(x) 
Stille, ger to silence, T 11 230 
Stingeth, pr 9 pierces, L 64=; 

Stinte, V leave off, A 1534 , cease, G 883 , 
cause to cease, i 63 , end, E 747 , ger to 
cease, B 2164 , to stop, T 11 383 , cease, 
I 720, restrain, R 1441, stop, avert, 
L 1647 , Stinto, 1 pi 8 leave oft telling, 
HF 1417 , pi cease, I 93 , s subj 
may cease, B413, btmte, pt 8 ceased, 
A 2421 , was silent, 3 1299 , pt pi 

stopped (or pi pi stop), L 294 , Stmte, 
pt 8 8ubj should cease, T 1 848 , pp 
stopped, T 111 1016 , stint thg clappe, 
hold your tongue, A 3144 , Stintcth, 
tmp pi stay, T 11 1729 
Stmtiuge, 8 ceasing, end, B 2 m 7 37 
Stiren, v stir, excite, B 2696 
Stiropes, 8 2il stirrups, B 116^ 

Stirte, pt 8 started, D 1046 , rushed, H 
303, went quickly, E 219, 

Stitb, 8 anvil, A 2026 led atedi 
Stod, -e , see Stonde 
Stok, s a block of wood, A 11 38 6 , 
source, 14 I , race, A , pi stumps, 
A 2934 , posts, T 111 S89 
Stoke, gei to stab, thrust, A 2546 
Stokked, pp fastened in the stocks, T 
ui 380 

Stole, 8 stool, frame for tapestiy-work, 
L 2352 , pi chairs, D 288 
Stole, pp of Stolen 

Stomak, « stomach, T 1 787 , appetite, 
D 1847, compassion, D 1441 
Stomblen,pr pi stumble, A 2613 
Stonde, v stand, B io-,o , bo placed, A 
745 , be understood, be fixed, E 346 , bo 
Bet m view (as a prize at a game), B 
*93* » stonde^ finds standing, L 

1499, 8tont,pr 8 stands, is, T 111 1362, 
Stantypr s stands, B 618, consists, I 
107, 1029 , IS, B 1304 , Stood, lit 8 A 354 , 


stuck fast, D 1541 , Stonden, pp HP 
1928 

Stongen, pp stung, A 1079 
Stoon, 8 stone, A 774 , piecious stone, 
gem, R 1086 

Stoon-wal, stone-wnll, L 713 
Stoor, 8 store, stock (of a farm'', A 598 , 
store, D 2139 , ■valae, D 203 
Stopen, pp advanced, E 1314 (MS E his 
stapen) 

Stoppen, V stop, T 11 804 
Store, 8 store, \ iluo, B 4344 , possession, 
L 2337 

Store, ger tostoie, B 1463 
Store, adj %oc audacious, bold, E 2^)7 
Icel storr 

Storial, adj historical, A 3179, btoriil 
sooth, historical truth, L 702 
Stone, 9 history, legend of a saint for 
the like), A 709, history, E tale, 

story, 7 10 , pi books of histor\ , T \ 
1044 

Storven, pf pi o/*Stei\e, died, C 88S 
Stot, 8 a stallion, horse, cob, A 013, 
heifer (a term of abuse\ 1) 1O30 
Stounde, 8 lioui, time, while, K. 1-1-, 
4007, short time, B 1021, moment, L 
949, in a stonndc^ at a time, once, 
3992 , upon a stoimde^ in one houi , T iv 
t2% y pi hours, seasons, T 111 1732 
Stoundemele, at \arious times, from 
time to time, T \ 674 
Stoupe, gei to stoop, G 1311 
Stour, 8 battle, contest, R 1270 
Stout, adj strong, A 343 
Straigliter, adj more stretched out, more 
expanded, R 119 
Strake, v move, proceed, 3 1312 
Strange, adj strange, F 89 , external, D 
1161, not its own. An 19 7 Eveiy 
star has its own degrees (of longitude) 
m the equator and ecliptic 
Strangenesse, s estrangement, B 1 37b 
Stranglen, pr pi strangle, worr^, 1 768 
Strangling, 8 A 2458 , of str , caused by 
strangling, L 807 
Straught, -e , see Strecche 
Straunge, adj strange, foreign, A 13, 
unwonted, 7 202 , difficult, hard to 
agree upon, F 1223 , like a stranger, T 
11 1660 , unfriendly, estranged, R 1063 , 
distant, unbending, 5 384 , not well 
known, A 11 17 rub , [a strange star is 
one that is not represented upon the 
Rete of the Astrolabe] , pi strangers, T 
11 411 

Straungely, adv distantly, T v 933 
Straw, 8 T 111, 859 , as inter j a straw ’ F695, 
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Straweu, v strew, L 207, 2 pr 8 auhj 
F 613 , j)p strewn, I 918 
Strayte, s strait, B 464. 

Strecche, v stretch, B 4498 , extend, T 

II 341 , reach, 7 341 , Streighte, pt s 
stretched, HF 1373 , Stranghte, pt pi 
extended, A 2916 , Straughten, pt pi 
stretched out, R 1021, Streight, stretched 
out , long str , stretched at full lengtli, 
T IV 1163, pp an adv straight, T n 
599 

Stree, s straw, A 2^18 , pi 3 718 
Streem, 8 river, current, L 2308, stream, 
A 464 , ray (of light), 2 94 
Streen, s stiam, 1 e stock, progeny, 
lace, E 137 

Streight, adj straiglit, 3 937 
Streight, adv straight, straightway, A 
671 

Streight, -e , see Strecche 
Streit, adj nariow, A 1984, scanty, R 
437, B 4179, strict, A 174 , i)l scanty, 
small, D 1426 A F estint 
Streite, pp as adj def drawn, B 4347 
(It hero lepiesents Lat sti ictus ) 
Streite, ady closely, T iv 1C89 , strictl-y, 
L 723 , tightly, A 437 
Streitues, s smallness, A 1 21 *r3 
Stremeden, pt pi streamed, T iv 247 
Strong, 9 string, I) 2067 , jd 3 197 
Stronger, adj comp stiongcr, B 2410 
Strongest, strongest, T 1 243 
Strengest-feythed, stiongest m faith, 
T 1 1007 

Strengthe, s strength, A 84 , force, 3 
331 , pi sources of strength, B 3248 
Strepen, v strip, E 1938 , do sti me, 
cause me to be stripped, E 22(x) 

Strete, 8 street, T 11 612 , dat HF 
1049 , street, load, way, 1 70, B 1083 
Streyne, V compiess, T 111 1203, strain, 
pi ess, E 1733 , constrain, E 144 , hold, 
confine, R 1471 , ger to compress, T 

III 1071 , Stieyne, ju stiam (as 
through a sieve), C 338 

Streyt, adj small, B 3 m2 26 
Strike, 8 hank (of flax), A 676 
Strogelest , see Strugle 
Stroke, ger to stroke, T 111 1249 
Strokes, pZ 0/ Shook 
Strompetes, 8 pi stiumpets, B i pi 
54 

Strbnde, dat shore, L 2189, Stiondes, 
pi shores, A 13 

Strong, adj difficult, B 2633, pi se\ore, 

A 1338, 2771 

Stronge, adv securol3’’, R 241 
Stroof, p# 8 o/Stryve 


Strook, 8 stroke, A 1701 , Strokes, p? T 
111 1067 

Strouted, pt 8 stuck out, A 3315 

Strowe, V strew, L loi a 

Stroyer, destroyer, 3 36a 

Strugle, V struggle, E 2374 , Strogelest, 

2 pr 8 G 829 

Str^, 8 quarrel, strife, A 1187, 2784 , 
took stryf ‘ took up the cudgels,’ B 1 

P 4 93 

Stryk, 8 stroke, mark, A 11 12 19 
Stryke, v strike , Stryken out, strike 
out, I) 1364 , Strike, pp struck, ii 33 
Str3rve, v strive, struggle, 10 30 , oppose, 
E 170 , Stroof, pt 8 strove, \ied, A 1038 
Stryvinge, 8 striving, strife, B 2674 
Stubbel-goos, a fatted goose, A 4351 
Stubbes, pi stumps, A 1978 
Studie, 8 study, A 303 , state of medi- 
tation, A 1330, Study, library, F 1207, 
1214 , Studies, pi endeavours, B 3 p 2 
93 , desires, B 4 p 2 56 
Studie, V studv, A 184 , q&i give heed, I 
1090 , Studieth,pr s deliberates, E 1955 
Stuffied, pp filled, E 264 
Sturdely, adv boldly, 4 82 
Sturdinesse, « sternness, E 700 
Sturdy, adj cruel, hard, haish, stern, F 
698, 1049 ? firm, T n 1380 , D 2162 
Sty, 8 pig-stj , D 182Q 
Stye, ger to mount up, B 4 p 6 414 
Style (i), 5 a stile, a means to get over 
a barrier by climbing, C 712, F 106 
Style (2), 8 stvle, mode of writing, F 105 
Styvea, pi stows, D 1332 
Styward, s steward, B 914 
Suasioun, s pcrsuasi\ eness, B 2 pi 45 
Subdekue, 8 snbdeacon, I 8 qi 
S ubgit, subject, T \ 1790, Subgot, 
T 1 231 

Subgit, 8 subject, T 11 8^8 , jd seryants, 
D 1990 

Subjeccion s (i), suggestion, (a thing 
subjected to the mind), I 331 , (2), sub- 
jection, obedience, B 270 , submission, 
4 32, subjection, goyernance, B 365O, 

3742 

Sublymatories, s pi yessels for subli- 
mation, G 79 ^ 

Siiblymed, pp sublimed, sublimated, G 
774 ^Sublimate, to bring by heat into 
the state of y apour ’ , Webster 
Sublyming, 8 sublimation, G 77a 
Submitted, pp subjected, B 3 pi 44 , 
ye hen 5,30 have submitted, B 33 
Subtil, adj subtle, C 14 1 , ingenious, A 
l>r 60 , slalful, L, 672 , finelj woy on, 5 
272 
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Subtilitee, « subtlet-s , craft, secret know- 
ledge, G 620 , skill, craft, G 844 , pi 
tricks, E 2421 

SubtiUy, adi craftily, A 610 , subtly, F 
222 

Subtiltee, 9 subtlety, F 140, specious 
reasoning, HF , skill, B 4509 , trick, 
D 1420 

Succedent, sh a ‘ succedent ’ house, A 
11 4 48 The mccedent houses are the 
second, fifth, eighth, and detenth, as 
these are about to follow the most im- 
portant houses, which are the first, 
fourth, seventh, and tenth. 

Sucre, 8 sugar, T m 1194 
Sucred, pp sugred, T 11 ^84 
SuMsaunce, s sufficiency, A 490, suffi- 
cient food, I) 1843 , enough, a com- 
petence, 10 15 , contentment, B 4029 , 
3 703 

Suffisaunt, adj sufficient, good enough, 
A 1631 , A pr 7 , capable, L 2324 , well 
endowed, L 1067 

Suffisauntly, adv sufficiently, A pr 
43 , availably, B 2402 
Buyable, adj patient, D 442 
Sufiraunce, s longsuflering, B 2479 
patience, E 1162 , Sutfrance, longsufier- 
mg, B 2654 , permission, F 788 
SufCraunt, pres pt as s patient man, 
T IV 1584 , as adj patient, tolerant, 3 
1010 

SufEre, v suffer, permit, A 649 , endure, 
3 412 

SufFyse, v suffice, B 3648 , Suffyseth, fitj 
suffices, 12 13, buffyee, imp s be con- 
tent (spend frugally), 13 2 
Suggestioun, s a criminal charge, B 
3607, hmt, I 331 
Sugre, s sugar, B 2046 
Sukkenye, s short iiock, tunic, R 1232 
0 P souquanie , F sonqueme (Cotgra\f / 
Summitted, pp submitted, B 3 p 10 15 , 
subjected, B 4 p 6 143 
Superfice, s surface, A 1 21 42 , the 
8 of, m the immediate neighbourhood 
of, A 1 21 32 

Superfluitee, s Buiierfluit> , excess, A 
436 , over abundanc c, A pr 30 
Supplien, V supplicate, entreat, B 3 

p 8 II 

Supportacioun, s support, B 2332 
Supprysed, pp surprised, T 111 1 1S4 
Surcote, s upper coat, A 617 
Surement, s pledge, F 1334- 
Suretee, s security, 1) 903 , careless con- 
fidence, 7 213 
Snrfeet, s surfeit, 1 913 


Surmountetli, pr s surpasses, L 123 
Surplys, 8 surplice, A 3323, G 558 
Surquidrie, s over-confidence, presump- 
tion, I 403 , arrogance, T 1 213 OF 
surqmderie 

Sursanure, s a wound healed outwardly, 
but not inwardly, F 1113 
Surveyaunce, s surveillance, C 93 
Suspecioun s suspicion, T u 361 
Suspecious, adj ominous of evil, E 540 
Suspect, adj suspicious, ominous of e\il, 
E541 

Suspect, 8 suspicion, B 23S3 
Sustenance, s support, living, E 202 
Sustene, v sustain, support, F861 , main- 
tain, I 22 , endure, B 2634 , uphold, 
preserve, B 160 , hold up (herself), 7 
177 

Suster, s sister, L 392, 986 , Her suster 
love, love for her sister, L 2363 , bus- 
tren, pi T 111 733 , Sustres, pi B 4037 
Suwe, ge? to follow, T 1 371) 

Suyte, 8 suit, array (of like kind), A 2873 , 
Sute, uniform pattern, 3 261 
Swa, so (Northern), A 4040 
Swal, pf 8 o/Swelle 
Swalowe, i swallow, HF 1036 
Swalwe, 8 swallow, A 3238 
Swappe, s a swoop, the striking of a 
bird of prey, HF 343 
Swappe, qer to swap, strike, E 386 , 
Swapte, j)t s dashed, T iv 236 , fell 
suddenly, E 1099 , Swap, tmp 8 strike 
off, G 3O6 

Swartish, adj as adv dailv, HF 1647 
Swatte, p^ 8 o/'Swete 
Swayn, 8 servant-lad, young man, A 
4027 

Sweigh, 9 motion, swa^ , B 296 
Swelleth, pr s swells, A 2743 , Swal, 
pf 8 D 067 , wp sival, was puffed up 
with anger, B 1750 , Swollen, 2>P proud, 
E 930 

Swelte, V die, T 111 347 , Swelt, pr s 
dies, 4 128, pt 8 died, E 1776, lan- 
guished, fainted, A 1336 
Swelwe, V swallow, B 28e)8 
Swerd, s sword, A 112 
Swere, v swear, A 434 , Swoor, i pt 8 
E 2312, Swore, apt s L 1378, Sw66r, 
pt 8 swore, 7 101 , Sworen, pt pi swore, 
B 344 , Sworn, pp sworn (to tlie con- 
trarv), T iv 976 , A loSq , sworn (to do 
it), G 681 , bound by oath, F 18 , sworn 
(it should not bo se)), D 640 
Swenng, 8 swearmg, C 631 
Swete, adj sweet, A 5, 2427 , as a sweet 
one, love, 3 832 
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Swete, 8 sweetness, «) 161 
Swete, V sweat, G 579 , Swatte, pt s 
sweated, B 1966 

Swete lierte, sweetheart, T ui 69 
Swete-Loking, Sweet-Looking, B 920 
Swetnesse, s sweetness, i 51 , nonrisli- 
ment, 3 41^; 

Swetter, adj eomp sweeter, R 622, 768 

Swety, adj sweaty, 9 28 

Sweven, s dieam, R 28 , jt>Z dreams, 

R 3 

Swevenmg, s die im, II 26, Sweven- 
inges (jp/on bwev’ningez), B i 
Sweynte, pp an dfij ad j tired out, sloth- 
ful, HF 17S3 Pp oi aiienchen 
Swich, adj sueh, A 3, 243, 313 > such a 
thing, B 4626 , Swieh a, sueh a, B 3921 , 
Swieh oen, sm h a one, F 231 
Swimme, v swim, A 3'=:3o, L 2430 , Swom- 
mcn, pt pi were tilled with bwimming 
things, «) iSh 

Swmk, 8 labour, toil, ^ 188, 340 
Swmke, v toil, lahmr, T v 272 , to 
cause to labour, HF 16 , pi pi work 
lor, G 21 , Swonken, pp toiled, A 4233 
Swinker, s 1 ibourcr, toiler, A 531 
Swire, 8 neek, throat, B 323 
Swogh, 8 (i) sough, low noise, 3 247, 
murmur, HF 1031 , sigh, groan, A 3619 , 
lustling noise, blast, A 1979, whizzmg 
noise, HF 1941 , fewogh, (2), swoon, I) 
79<) , bwow, gricl, 3 213 
Swollen, pioud, £930 
Swolow, •? gull, L 1104 
Swolwe, V bw lilow, H 3() 

Swommen, pi jpZ were hlled with swim- 
ming things, 5 188 
Swonken, iij) toiled, A 4233 
Swoot, 8 sweat, G 378 
Swote, adj sweet, A jStxi, ^205 , pi B 
60 feee Sote, Swete 
Swote, adv sweetly, T 1 13S 
Swough, Swow , see Swogh 
Swoune, Swowne, v swoon, faint, T 
11 374 , Swowned, pt s swooned, A 
2943 » PP A 913 

Swow, 8 swoon hence, anguish, 3 *13 
Swowne, a swoon, F 1080 , Aawowue, m 
a swoon, C 243 

Swowning, 8 swooning, C 246 
Swyn, 8 swine, boar, F 1234 , hog, D 460 
Swynes-heed, s pig’s head (a term of 
abuse), A 4262 

Swythe, adv quiekly, C 796 , os #« , as 
scKin, T V 1384 , as quickly as ixissible, 
immediately, B 637, 0 936 
Swyve, V ho with, A 4178, pji dis- 
honoured, A 3850 


Sy, saw , pt t o/See 
Sye, (jer to sink down, T y 182 
Sye, Syen, saw , soe See 
Syk, adj sick, ill , for syk, on account 
of being sick, D 394 , Syke, def F 1100 , 
pi sick persons, T m. 6i 
Syk, 8 sigh, F 498 

Syke, V sigh, T ni. 1360 , feyke, ger to 
sigh {hut perhaps read syte, 1 e to grieve, 
/02 the rime), T 11 884 , Syketh, pr a 
sighs, 3 404, 22 62 (men sigh), Syked, 
pt 8 sighed, A 2985 , feighto, jit 8 
sighed, B 1035 

Sykliche, adj siekly, T u 1328 
Symonials, s pi simoniaes, I 784 
Symonye, s simony, D 
Syre, s master ol the house, D 713 , mas- 
ter, 5 12 

Sys, num six (at dice), B 3851 
[Syte, V to giieve, perhajis the right 
reading in T u 884 ] 

Sythe, 8 time, B 80 , Sythe, pi (orlg a 
gen pi ), A 1878 , ofte sijthe, oftentimes, 
B 233, G 1031 , Sythes jil times, A 485 
Sythe, 8 scythe, L. 646 

T 

T*, for To, frequently pi c fixed to vei ha , as 
tabyde, tamendo, &c 
Taa, V take (Northern), A 4129 
Tabard, s a herald’s coat-ot-arms, hence, 
(i) the same, as an mn-sign, A 20, (2) 
a ploughman’s Icxise frock, A 541 
Tabernacles, jpZ shrmes, HF 123, 1190 
Table, s table, A loo , table dormauntj 
permanent side-table, A 333 , tablet, 
writing tablet, 3 780, tablet, plate, 

HF 142 , table (of the law), C 6^9, one 
of the thin plates on which almican- 
teras are engra\ ed, A u 21 6 , at tahle^ 
at boaid, 1 e entert.uned as a lodger, 
G 1015 , Tables, pi tables (for calcula- 
tion), P 1273, dmmg-tables, B 1442, 
writing tablets, I) 1741, phites. A, 1 
14 3, the game of ‘tables’ or back- 
gammon, F 9CX1 j 

Tabour, a small dnim, D -.-68 
Tabonren, jp# pl drum, dm, L 334 
Tabregge, for To abregge, to abridge, 
shorten, T 111 293 

Tabreyde, foi To abrejdo, to awake, T 

V 320 

Tabyde, for To abyde, to abide, T 

V 33 

Tache, s defect, 21 18 See Tecches 
Taoheve, foi To acheve, to achieve- L. 
2111 
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Tacoznpte, for To aconipte, to reckon 
■up, 22 17 

Tacord, Jor To accord, 1 e to agreement, 
H98 

Tacorde, foi To acorde, to agree, i 27 
Tacoye, /e; To acoye, to decoy, T v 
782 

Taffata, 8 taffeta, A 440 
Taffraye, foi To affraye, to frighten, E 
45n 

Taillages, s pi taxes, I 567 
Taille, 8 tally, an account scored upon 
two similaily notched sticks, A S70, B 
1606 

Take, v seize, T 11 28Q , present, offer, 
G 22^, ger to take, A ^4, Takestow, 
takest thou, G 435 , Take me, 1 pr 8 
betake myself, B 1985, Took, 1 pt s 
drew in, breathed in, B 1 p 3 3 (Lat 
haust ) , lilt, I) 792 , pt 8 handed over, 
gave, B 1484 , had, B 192 , Toke, 2 pt s 
tookest, 3 483 , Toke,pf pi took, P 1240 , 
received, P 336 , T ike, pp taken, A 
3007 , entrusted, I 880 , brought, 1 20 , 
Tak, tmp 8 receive, B 117, accept as 
a result, A 11 25 37 , tak kepe, take 
heed, observe, B 3757 , tak she^ let her 
take, 5 462 , Takoth, tmp pi take, 
4 9 

Takel, a tackle, archcry-gear, anows, A 
106 

Tald, PIP told (Northern), A 4207 
Tale, 8 tale, A 3126 , story, A 36, 831 , 
account, B 4308 , enumer ition, E 383 , 
I gem flnde a tale to him, I thought of 
something to say to him, 3 536 , telle 
tale, give an account of, A 330 
Tale, V tell a tale, talk, speak, T 111 
1235 , Talen, ger to toll tales, A 772 , 
pr 8 subj talk about, I 378 
Talent, s inclination, wish, desire, B 
2439 > desire, appetite, C 540 , longing, 
B 2 pi 12 

Taling, 8 tale-telling, B 1624 
Talighte, /or To ahghte, 1 c to alight, 
E909 

Talle, adj docile, obseamous, 4 38 (A 
rare sense ) 

Tamende, /oj To amende, to redicis, E 
441 

Tanoyen, /or To anoyen, to injure, B 
492 

Tanswere, 1 e to answer, D 15F9 
Tapes, tapes, A 3241 
Tapioer, s upholsterei , maker of carpets, 
A 362 

Tapite, v cover with tapestry, 3 2O0 
Tappe, 8 tap, A 3890, 3892 


Tappestere, s female tapster, barmaid, 
A 241, 3336 

Tarditas, 8 slowness, I 718 
Tare, a tare, kind of weed, A 1370 
Tareste, /or To areste, to irrest, E 1370 
Targe, a target, shield, A 471 , defence, 

I 176 

Tarien, v tarry, B 983 , delay (used 
actively), F 73 , i pi a tariy, T 111 
119^, pp delayed, T 11 17^9 
Tarraye,/or lo arraj e, to ariaj , arrange, 
E 961 

Tart, adj of sharp flavour, pungent, A 381 
Tartre, a tartar, G 813, otlle 0/ Tartu, 
(probably) cream of tartar, or bitartrato 
of potassium, A 630 
Taryinge, a tarrjmg, delay, A 821 
Tas, 8 heap, A 1005, ickx), 1020 0 F taa 

Tassaille, Jor To assaillc, 1 e to assail, 
E 1180 

Tassaye, /oi To ossaye, to test, prove, 
try, E 454, m75 

Tasseled, pp fringed, proMdod with 
tassels, It 1079 , A 3231 
Tassemble, Ju7 To assemble, to bring 
together, 1) 89 

Tassoille, /oi To assoile, 1 e to absolve, 
C 933 

Tassure, /or To assure, B 12 p 
'Past, a taste, relish (for), 5 160 
Taste, V try, test, L 1993, pt a ex- 
perienced, T 1 639 , imp a feel, G 503 
Taughte, p< a o/Teclie 
Taverner, a innkeeper, C 6S3 
Tavyse, /oi To avyso (me), to deliberate, 
B 1426 

Tawayte, /or to awayte, to dwell, re- 
main, 25 7 

Taylage, a taxation, 9 34 
Tecohes, pi evil qualities, defects, T lu 
933, characteristics, HF 1778 
Teche, v teach, instruct, A 308, ge? to 
show, 11 318 , Techen, v direct, B 4139) 
ger to inform (him of), D 1326, Taughte, 
I pt a taught, told, D 1030 
7 c deum, the anthem so called, D 18O6 
Toer, 8 tear, E 1104 

Tehee, inteij (denoting) laughter, hec- 
hee ’ A 3740 

Telle, V tell, recount, relate, A 38 , com- 
pute, 3 440 , ger to tell, to be told, F 
447 , I p/ 8 account, B 4344 , Telle no 
tale, set no store, 3 326 , Telles, pr a 
(Northern form), tells, 3 73 , HF 426 , 
Tolde, I pt a counted, HF 1380 , ac- 
counted, D 203, 208 , pt pi esteemed, 
T 1 131 , herd told, heard (it) told, T i, 
197 , Tolde, pp pi told, B 56 
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Tembrace, for To embrace, T \ 224 , 
E HOI 

Temen, v bring , tmnen us on here, bring 
us on our bior, let us die, HE 1744 
Temper, s mood, 11 346 
Temperaunce, s temperance, modera- 
tion, E 785 

Tempest, s storm, A 406, tempest (al- 
luding to a pass ige in Statius), A 884 
Tempest thee, s violently distress 
thyself, 13 8, 2^7 a aiihj \ov, pertuib, 
B 2 p 4 75 

Tempestous, adj tempestuous, T 11 s 
Temple, s inn ot court, A 567 
Temprede, pt a modulated, B 3 m 12 
22 , pp tempered, O 926 (In alclieni’v , 
to tempu lb to adjust or moderate heat ) 
Temps, a tense , futur temps, future 
tense, time to come, G 873 
Temptour, a tempter, D 1633 
Ten, ton, A 434, ten ao iloocI, ten times 
as mad, L 733 

Tenbrace, to embrace, B 1891 
Tencrosen, to increase, F 1808 
Tendure, to endure, E 736, 81 1 
Tendyte, for To eiidytc, to compose, 
•write, T 1 6 , to 1 elate, A 1209 
Tene, 5 vexation, A 3106 , soiiou, grief, 
T \ 240, cross, trouble, T 11 oi AS 
teona 

Tenour, s outline of the story, L 9*9 
Tenquerc, toi To enqiuie, to ash, L 1343 
Tenspyre, jto) To ensp^re, 1 0 to insi>iu, 
a 1470 

Tentlie, ti nth, HF 63, in, Tcnthe 
some, coirq) iny ol ten, T 11 1-49 

(Sometin cs ienthe some means ‘ ten in 
all ’) 

Tentifly, adv itlcntuclj, carctulh, E 

Tercel, adj male (of an e3gl< ), 3 391, 
449 j 5 ^ iS s male oagie, 3 4<^3 

Tercelet, s male t ilcon, 3 329, 3^3, F 
504, 621, Tcicclcts, p/ male birds ot 
1)1 ej, 3 69, male hawks, F 048 

^ I\c)ulct, m the tasbcll, 01 male ol 
any kind ol hauko, so toarmed, ho 
cause ho is, commonly, a thud iiait 
lesso then the Itmalc ’ , Cotgiu%e 
Tere, s tear, B 3231 

Tere, v tear, B 132O, scratch, 11 323, 
Tom, 2W B 

Terms, s ptl t uins, siskins, K 065 1 

tann 

Terme, a sot time, appouitcd time, T \ 
0 q 6 , period, space ol time, ‘ term,’ a 
portion of the zodiac, being one-third 
of a ‘ sign,’ or 10'’, F 1288 , (duiing the) 

K 


term, A 1029, teime ofhts lyve, whilo 
he lives, G 1479 > terme, in sot phrases,. 
C311 , pi pedantic phrases, A 323 , legal 
jargon, li 199 , periods, A 3028 , terms* 
C 31, F 1266 

Terme-day s appointed day, 3 730 
Termyne, v deteimine, express in ‘good 
set terms,’ 3 530 
Terrestre, adj earthly, E 1332 
Terve, p? s suhj flaj, G 1274 {so tn MS 
E ) , Terved {not Tcrned), pp skinned, 
(Jr 1171 {so in MS 1 ) This is certainly 
the right word , m G 1171, lead ter^ed 
[not tomed], and in G 1274, read terve 
[not toi nc] See my letter in the Athe- 
naeum, Mar 24, 18 ;4 So in Havelok, 
603, for iimeden icad tiruedcn = tnxe^ 
den, 1 e rolled back 
Tery, adj tearful, T i\ 821 
Teacape, to escape, F 1337 
Tespye, for To espye, to spj out, espy, 
B 1(989, 4478 

Testers, pi head-pieces, A 2.^(99 
Testes, a pi ^ esscls loi ass<\j mg metals 
(Tjr-whitt), G 818 

Testif, adj lieadj , headstrong, T 3 80. , 
A 4004 

Tete, 8 teat, A 3-04 
Texpounden, to expound, B 1716 
Text, 8 text, quotation liom an author, 
B 43 , sajang, \ 177, 182 , text (os op- 
posed to a gloss), 3 333 
Textuel, adj w ell \ cised in texts, learned, 
H 233 , 1 37 

Teyd, pp tied, bound, E 2432 
Teyne, 9 a thin id itc ol metal, G 12-5, 
1-29 Lat taina 

Th’, for Tlie , common, as in thabsence, 
for the absence 

Thabsence, the absence, A 1239 
Thadvcisiteo, the advci-sity, E 736 
Thakketh, p? a stiokes, pats, D 1559. 
A S J>ac{.ian 

Thalighte, for Thee alighto , iliea 
olighte, nlighlod in thee, B 1660 
Thank, a oxpiession of thanks, A 612, 
thanks, E 2388, can th , owes thanks, 
A 1808 , hts th , the thanks to him, 
E 432 , my thanhts, by goodwill, 
willmgb, R i66t> , Jiis thankes, ol his 
lieo will, willingly , A 16-0 , hii tkankeSt 
of then own will, A 2114 
Thauke, 1 jtr a thank, E 1088 , Th hit 
thee, thank thee loi it, 10 31 
Thanue, ado then, D 2004, 1 104, Tha'n, 
then, A 12 , next, 3 324 , erthan, soonei 
than, befoio, G 81)9 

Thar, p/ a impcia (it) is necessary, is 

‘ 5 
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needful , thar ye^ it is needful that ye, 
B ^258 , thar thee^ it is needful for thee, 
you need, or thou needst, D 320, 336, 
1365, H 352 , hun thar^ it is needful lor 
him, he needs, T 11 1661 , he must, 
A 4320 , Thurte, pt s , th him^ ho 
needed, B 1089, 1324 , yow thuifte^ you 
would need, you need, T 111 572 
Tharivaile, the arrival, the landing, 
HF 431 

Tharmes, the arms, armorial bearings, 
HF 1411 

Tharray, the array, A 716 
Thascry, /or The ascry, the alarm, T 11 
611 

Thassay, the assay, the endeavour, 5 2 
Thassege, the siege, T iv 1480, the 
besieging force, T iv 62 
Thassemblee, the assembly, B 403 
Thassemblinge, the assembling, B 2431 
That, rel pron that which, whom, 3 979 , 
that 0/ from whom, 3 964 , That oon, 
the one, A 4013 , That other, the other, 
A 4013 , That, with reference to whom, 
Q- 236 , ifthat^ if, 3 969, 971 
Thaventayle, for The aventayle, the 
mouthpiece of a helmet, T v 1 358 
Thavision, for The avision, the vision, 
3 283 

Thairys, the advice, A 3076 
The, def art A 2, &c 
The, as in The bet, by so much the 
better, 3 668 , The las, by so much the 
less, 3 673 

The, for Thee, pers pron F 676, &c 
Theatre, s theatre, area for a tourna- 
ment, A 1883 

Thedom, a success, B 1593 
Thee, v thrive, prosper, R 1067, never 
mot she thee, may she never prosper, 
5 569 , mot he never thee, may he never 
prosper, T 11 670 , lat him never thee, 
let him never prosper, B 4622 , thou 
shalt never thee, E 1388 , he shal never 
thee, G 641 , also moot I thee, as I may 
thrive, as I hope to prosper, D 1213, 
E 1226 , so moot I thee, D 361 , as mot 
I thee, T 1. 341 , so theech, for so thee tch, 
as I may thrive, as I hope to prospe. , 

0 947, G 929 , so theek, for so thee tk, as 

1 hope to prosper, A 3864 
Theef, s thief, robber, D 133& 

Theefly, adv hke a thief, L 1781 
Theffect, for The effect, the result, A 

1189 , the substance, pith, L 1180, 2403 , 
the matter, contents, 2 36 , the source, 
D 1451 , the moral, B 2148, the sum (ot 
the matter), A 2366 


Thegle, the eagle, B 3573 
Their, the air, 1 ) 1939 
Thembassadours, the ambassadors, T 
IV 140, 145 

Theme, s text, thesis, C 333, 423 
Themperour, the emperor, 3 368 
Then, conj than, L 1693, 2092 
Thencens, the incense, A 2277, 2938 
Thenchauntements, pi the enchant- 
ments, A 1944 

Thenche, v imagine, A 3253 
Thencheson, Jo/ The cncheson, tho 
reason, cause, T v 632 
Thencrees, the increase, A 273 
Thende, the end, B 423, 963, ^269 
Thengendring, the engendnng, the pro- 
cess of production, HF 968 
Thengyn, the (warlike) engine, HF 

1934 

Thenke, v think of, 3 31 1 , 1 pr s think, 
intend, E 641 , Thenke stow, thmkest 
thou, T iv 849, 1088 , Thoghte, i pt s 
thought, 3 448 , Thenke on^ think of, 
16 47 

Thenne, adj thin, A 4066 
Thenne, adt then, T 11 210 
Thenne, adv thence, D 1141 
Thennes, adv thence, 1 e away from 
that place, T iv 693, thence, R 791, 
as 8 , tho place that, G 66 
Thennes-forth, adv thenceforth, B 1733 
Thentencioun, the intention, G 1443 
Thentente, for Tho entente, the design, 
B 930, the purpose, end, G 1306, the 
meaning, T v 1630 
Thentree, the entrance, A 1983 
Thenvyous, for The envyous, the spite- 
ful, malicious, 3 64- 
Theologie, s theologj^ I 1043 
Theonk, s theory, theoretical explana- 
tion, A pr 98 

Ther, adv there, B 62, 1190, &c , where, 
T 11 618 , when, B 474 , whither, at 
which, B 469, whereas, D 1213, G 724 , 
wherefore, T 111. 1437 , wherever, D 128 , 
as to which, T 11 588 , wherefore (I pray 
that), D 1561 

Ther-aboute, adv about it, D 1837 , there- 
in, G 832 , round it, A 937 
Therafter, adv afterwards, 3 66 
Ther-agayns, prep against that, I 665 , 
in reply, T 11 369 

Ther-as, Ther as, there whore, where, 
B 2384 , there, I 162, whereas, D 1177, 
where that, A 34, 172 , when that, L 
1277 , Ther-as that, whore, i 160 'Iher 
that, where, F 267 
Therbe, tlie herb, HF 29a 
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Tlier-bifore, adv before that time, D 6^i , 
beforehand, E 689, 729 
Ther-biforn, adi beforehand, A 2034, 
previously, A 3997 

Therby, by it, to it, D 984 , into possession 
of it, E in'? , beside it, E, 1184 
Ther-fore, adt tlieiefore, A 189 , for that 
jiiirpose, A 809 , on that account, L 
186^, on that point, E 1141 , for it, 
L 1391 

Therfro, theiefrom, from it, HF 89^ 
Ther-mne, therein, in it, B i94'5, 3S73 
Ther-of, adv with respei t to that, E 644 , 
concerning that, 3 1132 , A 462, from 
that, 3 1166 , thereby, -t 314 , of it, 20 8 
Ther-on, adv tlieieupon, A 160, thereof, 
F3 


Tbing, 8 fact, C 156, property, wealth, 
R 206 , deed, legal document, A 325 , 
for any thmg^ at any cost, A 276 , Thing, 
pi things, L II, 2140, Thmges, pi 
things, A 175 , matters of business, B 
1407, poems, L 364, pieces of music, 
F 78 , services, prayers, B 1281 
Thingot, the ingot Gr 1233 
Thinke, n seem, T 1 403, Thmketh, 
pr 8 impers (it) seems, B 1901 , me th , 
it seems to me, A 37, 2207 , how th yow, 
how does it seem to you, D 220 
Thoghte, pt 8 unpers (it) seemed, 
1697 ) thoughte, it seemed to me, 
385 , him th , it seemed to him, A 682 , 
us th , it seemed to us, A 785 , h^r th , it 
seemed to her, D 963, 967 


Ther-oute, adi out there, out in the open 
air, B 336* , outbule there, G1 1136 
Therthe, the earth, 11 1423 
Therto, adv besides, moreover, I) 1--51 , 
to it, 2 100 , likewise, R 126- 
Ther-upon, adv immediately, A 819 
Ther-whyles, whilst, B 3 P 6 230 
Therwith, adv w ithal, foi all that, 3 <>34 , 
moreo\er, F931 , tJieieuiion, 3 275, at 
the same time, B 3-10 
Ther-with al, thereupon, A 1078 , there 
with, with it, by mo ins of it, A 366, 
beside it, besides, R 226 , at once, L 
148, thereat, L 864 

Theschaunge, the e\eliango, T iv 146 
Theschewing, the avoiding (of any- 
thing), 3 140 

Thestat, the estate, the rank, condition, 
A 716 

Tbewed, pp 11 d tlawid, of good dis- 

position, 4 iSo 

Thewes, s 2)1 habits, iiatuial qualities, 
> 409, 1342, good qualiins, virtues, 
G loi , customs, habits, m iiiners, T 11 
723 , morals, HF 1S34 
Thexcellent, the excellent, B 150 
Thexcuse, thee excuse, 1 ) lOii 
Thexecucion, the execution, 10 63 
Thexperi 6 nce, the exponence, E *238 
Thider, adv thither, A 1263 
Thider-ward, adv thitlior, A 2330 
Thikke, adj thick, A 549 , stout, plump, 
A 3973 

Thikke, adv thickly, R 1^96 ^ 

Thikke-herd, adj thiek-hiared, A 2318 
Thikke-sterred, adj thickly covered 
with stars, A 11 23 2 
Thilke, that, R ()6o, Ac , such a, A 182 , 
that same, A 1193, that sort ot, I 50, 
pi those, HF 173 
Thiinaget tho image, L 1760 


Thinne, adj thin, A 679 , poor, feeble, 
9 36 , E 1682 , scanty, limited, G 741 
Thirleth, pr s pierces, 7 211 , jpp A 
2710 

This, A 173, &c , contracted form of this 
is, T 11 363, 111 936, y 131 , This is, 
jwonounced this, 3 41 1, 620, A 1091, 
I) 91 , Thise (dhuz), pi (monosyllabic), 
A 701, B 39, &c 

Tho, those, A 498, 1123, 2351, 3246 
Tho, adv then, at that time, A 993, 3329, 
&c , still, 3 1034 

Thoccident, the Occident, the west, B 
3864 

Thoffi.ee, the office, the duty, B 2863 
Thoght, 9 anxiety, B 1779, E 80 
Thoghtful, adj moody, I 677 
Tholde, pi the old, D 837 
Tholedjpp suffered, I) 1 346 A.S Jtoham 
Thombe, 8 thumb, A 363 
Thonder, s thunder, A 492 
Thonder-dint, s stroke of lightning 
D ^76 , -dent, thunder-clap, A 3807 
Thonder leyt, s thunder-bolt, B i m 4, 
12 , lightning, I 839 
Thonke, i pr s thank, E 380 
Thonour, the honour, B 1767, E 1449 
Thorgh,prep through, 3 i-?;, 120 
Thorient, the orient, the exst, B 3871, 
3883 

Thoriginal, the original, L 1338 
Thorisonte, tho horizon, E 1797, F 1017 
Thorisoun, tho orison, tho prayer, A 
2261 

Thorpes, pi villages, 3 350 
Thorugh-passen, pr pi penetrate, B 4, 
m 3 49 

Thought, 8 anxiety, T 1. 579. 
Thoumbe, s thumb, A 1 1 2 
Thourgh-girt, pp struck thiough, T iv, 
627 From M E gulden^ to strike 
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Thral, s thrall, slave, subject, servant, 
B 3343 i C 183, D 1^^ 

Thral, adj enthralled, A I 137 > 

ThrallG, pi enthralled, B 2751 , Thral, 
as pi 1940 

Thraldom, s slavery, B 286, 338 
Thralle, v subject, T 1 233, subjugate, 
R 882 

Thraste, s thrust, T 11 
Threde, v thread, 11 99 
Threed, s thread, A 2030, thread (of 
destiny). Tv; 

Threpe, i pi pi (wo) call, assert to bo, 
C 826 A S ])Tmpian 
Threshfold, s threshold, K. 3482 
Threste, v thrust, push, A 261^ , pi pi 
vexed, T iv 234 
Threte, v threaten, L 7*34 
Threting, s menace, G 698 
Thretty, adt thirty, F 1368 
Thridde, third, A 1463, 2271 
Thrift, 8 success, welfare, T 11 847 
profit, success, G 739, 1423, good thriH 
badf prayed for the welfare (ot ), blessed, 
T 111 1249 , by my thrift, if I succeed, 
T u 1483 

Thnftieste, most successful, T 1 ro8i , 
most thriving, T 11 737 
Thriftily, adv carefully, A 103, profit- 
ably, A 3131 , encouragingly, F 1174 
Thrifty, adj profitable (to the buyei , 
B 138, serviceable, D 238, provident, 
7 197 

Thringe, V press, T iv 66, Tnrong, a 
forced his way, 7 53 , tliioist, L 2353 
Thriste, pi s thrust, T iii 1 374 
Thnttene, thirteen, D 2259 
Thntty, thirty, E 1421 
Throf, 8 o/Thryve 
Throng, pf s of Thringo 
Throp, 8 thorp, small village, E 199, 208 
Throstel, s throstle, song-thrush, 5 36 ^ 
Throte, s throat, 3 945 
Throte-bolle, 5 ball of the throat, ‘ the 
protuberance in the throat called 
Adam’s apple,’ A 4273 
Through-out, quite through, 1 1 3 
Throwe, s sliort space ot time, while, 
period, B 933, 3326 

Throwe, yer to throw, T 11 971 , Threw, 
pt 8 T 111 184 , Threwe, pi pi R 786 , 
Throwe, pp thrown, L i960, Throwen, 
pp% cast, HP 1325, twisted, turned, 
T iv 1159 

Throwes, pi torments, T v 206 , throes, 
T v 1201 

Thrust 9 l, 8 thrush, B 1963 
Thrustetb, pr s thirsts, yearns, L 103 


Thrustle-ook, s male thrush, B 1959 
Thrye, adv thiice, T 11 89, 463 
Thryes, adv thrice, A 63, 463 
Thryve, v thrive, prosper, E 172 , qer 
G 1411 , «f) f/r i, as I hope to thrive, 
D 1764 , Throf, pt s flourished, B 3 

m 4 3 

Thryvinge, adj vigoious, B 5 m 4 24 
(Lat uigens) 

Thunworthiest, the unworthiest, 22 iq 
T hurfte, pt s tmpei 9 (with yow), you 
would need, jou need, T 111 5^72 See 
Thar 

Thurgh, through, i 27, by means 

of, A 920 

Thurgh darted, pp tinnsfixt.d with a 
dart, T 1 32!? 

Thurghfare, <? tliorough^are A 2847 
Thurgh-girb, pp pierced throngli, A 
1010 

Thurghout, pr(p throughout, F 46 , all 
thioiigh, B 236, 464 , quite through, 0 
633 

Thurgh-shoten, pp shot through, T 1 
323 

Thurrok, 8 sink, the lowest internal 
part of a ship’s liull, I 363, 713 ^ s 

Pumic 

Thurst, 9 thirst, B uxi 
Thursteth, pr 9 thirsts, T \ 1406, p^ s 
impcrs ho was thirst j , B 3229 
Thurte , sc e Thar 

Thwitel, 8 lirgo knife, whittle, A 393 
Thwyte, pr pi wluttlo, out up for, HF 
I 19)8, Thwitcn, pp carved, whittled, R 

I 933 

Tid, pp o/T>de 

Tidifs, 8 pi small birds, F 648 Cf Eng 
titmouse, titlark See Tydif 
Tikel, adj unstable, A ^428 
Tikelnesse, « instability, 13 3 
Tikled, pt 8 tickled, D 393 
Til {before a vouel), prep to, A 180 , as a 
Northern iiord {before a consonant, A 
4110 , Til and fra, to and fro (Northern 1, 
A 4039 Icel til 

Til, conj until, A 1760 , til that, A 1490, F 
360 

Tilyere, s tiller, B 3 p i 86 
Timber, a material, T 111 330 
Timbestere, a female timbicl-player, 
tambourine-player, R 769 
Timbres, a pi timbrels, tambourines, R 
772 

Tipet, 8 tippet, capo, A 233 
Tiptoon, pi tiptoes, B 4497 
Tissew, 8 a band, T 11 639 
Tit, pr 8 betides, T, i, 333 See Tyda, 
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Titanng, s hesitation, vacillation, T n 

1744 

Titlelees, adj without a title, usurping, 
H 22 3 t 

To (t66), 8 too, A 2726 , Toon, j?/ B 4052 , 
Toos, pi B 4370 

To (to6), prep to, A 2 , gone to, A 30 , 
(used after its case), G 1440 loi, i 184 , 
as to, as for, L 2096 , Jnm to, for him, 3 
771 , to that, until, 4 2^9 
To, adv too, B 2129, moreover, beside, T 
1 e)4o, overmuch, G 1423, to badde, too 
evil, very evil, L 2^97 
To- (i), tntensiie prefir, lit in twain, asun 
der A S fd G zer- 
To- (2), p? epontional prefix, a 9 tn To-forn 
A S < 5 -, G zu 

To-bete, v beat amain, T v 1762 , beat 
severely, G 40=? 

To-breko, v break m pieces , pr 8 (it) 
breaks 111 ineces, li 277 , breaks asun 
dor, G 907, IS violently broken, HF 
779, To-bioken, jip broken in pieces 
destroyed, 16 i , To-broke, pp broken 

III halt, D 277 , sevoiely biuiscd, A 4277 
To-breste, v burst in t\\ain, T 11 6o8 , 

pr 8 8 uhj may (she) break in twain, T 

IV 1546 , may be broken in twain, 1 16 , 
pr pi bleak m pieces, A 2611, To- 
brosten, pp broken in twain, A 2691 

To-cleve, v cleave in twain, T v 613 
To-dassh.te, pt 8 dashed \ lolcnth about, 
B 337, pp muchbruisod, T 11 640 
Tode, 8 toad, I 636 

To-drawen, pr pi allure, B 4 m3 46 , 
To-drowen, pt pi tore 111 pieces, B i 
p 3 42 , To diawen,p2) districted, B i 
p 76 

To-driven,pp scattcied, L 12S0 
To-forn, p?cp betoro, F268, <jod to-fo'tn, 
in God’s sight, T 1 1049 
To-forn, adv in front, befoiehand, B s 
j) 6 300 

To-geder, adv together, *3 533 , To gider, 
B 3222 , To gidio, A 824 
Toght, ad;) taut, 1 ) 2267 
To-go, pp dispel sed, L 65:3 
To-greve, v grieve excessiveU, T 1 

KXII 

To hangen, v put to death bj hanging, 
HF 1782 

To hepe, adv (lit into a heap), togethei , 
T ill 1764 , L 2 CK 39 

To-hewen, pr pi hew in twain, A 2609 , 
pp cut through, T 11 638, To-hewe,pp 
hewn in pieces, B 430 
Toke, 2 pt 8 tookest, 3 483 , pt pi took, 
P 1240 , received, F 3'>6 


To-laugli,pr 8 laughs out, laughs exces- 
sively, T 11 no8 iovto-lauglieth) 

Told, -e , see Telle 
Tollen {i),v take toll, A *362 
Tollen (2), V attract, entice, B 2 p 7 18 
Tombesteres, 8 pi fern dancing girls, 
lit female tumblers, C 477 A S turn- 
bian, to tumble, dance 
Tomblinge, pres pt as adj fleeting, 
transitory, B 2 m3 21 (Lat caducts) 
To-melte, v melt utterly, T 111 348 
Tonge, 8 tongue, 3 930 , A 265 , dat 
speech, language, 16 21 
Tonged, pp tongued, 3 927 
Tonges, 8 pi tongs, I *333 
Tonne, 8 tun, barrel, cask, A 3894. 
Tonne-greet, adj great as a tun, A 1994 
Toon, Toos, pi of To, s 
Tooth-ake, s toothache, B 1098 
Top, 8 top, A 2915 , toj) (of the mast), 
mam-top, L 639 , tuft ot hair, C 233 , 
top (of tlie head), A ‘;9o , crown (of the 
head), T iv 996 , Top and tail, begin- 
ning and end, HP 880 
To-race, pr pi fnihj tear in pieces, E *372 
Heie ? ate is probablj short for arace, to 
tear up 

Tord, 8 piece of dung, B 2120, C 95? 

To rende, p? pi subj tear m pieces T 
11 790 , To-rento, pt 8 distracted, T iv 
341 , rent asunder, B 3213 , tore in 
pieces, L 820 , To-rent, pp rent in 
pieces, C 102, E 1012 

Torets, pi small iings on the collar of a 
dog, A 2132 See Turet 
Tormentinge, s toiturc, E 1038 
Tormentour, s tormentor, 10 18 , exe- 
cutioner, B 8i8 

Tormentrye, 8 torture, I) 231 
Tormentyse, s toimont, B 3707 
Torn, 8 turn, C 813 

Tornen, v turn, G 1403 , leturn, A 
148S 

Toiney, s tournej,T iv 1669 
To-romblen, v rumble, crash, L 1218 
Tortuos, adj lit tortuous, 1 e oblique, 
apphocl to the six signs of the zodiac 
(Capricorn to Gemmil, which ascend 
most rapidly and obliquely , Tortuous, 
B 302 

To-soatered, pp dispersed, D 1969 
To shake, pp shaken to pieces, L. 962 , 
tossed about, L 1763 
To shivered, pp been destioved, 3 4Q1 
To shrede, py pi cut into shiods, A 
260Q 

To-slitered, pp slashed with numerous 
cuts, E 840 
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To-sterte, v start asunder, burst, T ii 
980 

To-stoupe, t stoop forwards, D is6o 
To-swinke, pr pi labour greatly, C 519 
To-tar, pt s tore in pieces, rent, B 3801 
Totelere, as adj tattling, tale- 

bearing, L 3=^3 

To-tere, pr pi rend, tear in pieces, C 
474 , To-tar, pt 8 rent, B 3801 , To-tore, 
pp Gr 635 , To-torn, pp much tom, 3 
no, defaced, T iv 338, dislievelled, R 

357 

Tether, the tother {foi that other), the 
other, L 323 a 

To-trede, v , al to-trede, trample under 
foot, I 864 

Toty, adj dizzy, A 4233 Spenser has 
tatty, P Q vii 7 39 
Touchinge, s touch, 1 207 
Tough, adj troublesome, pertinacious, in 
phr make it tough, to behave in a 
troublesome, pertinacious, and forwaid 
manner, T v loi , made it tough, was 
captious, 3 331, behaved pel tmaciouslj, 
T 111 87 

Toumblmg, adj perishing, B 3 p 9 168 
See Tomblinge 

Toun, 8 town, A 217, farm, B 4 m 8, 
neighbourhood, R 446 
Tour, 8 tower, F 176 , tower (of London), 
A 3256 , mansion (in astrology), 4 im 
(In B 2096, the sense is that his crest 
was a miniature tower, with a I1I3 
above it ) 

Touret, a turret, A 1909 
Tourne, ^ turn, T n 688 , return, D 
988 

Tourneyinge, s tournament, R 1206 
Tourneyment, 8 tournament, B 1906 
Tourning, 8 turning round, R 761 
Toute, 8 buttocks, backside, A 3812, 3833 
Toverbyde, ger to survive, D 1260 
Towayle, « towel, cloth, R 161 , Towaillt, 
B 3933, 3943 

Towne , out of t , awa> , T 111 370, 377, 
1091 

To-wonde, pf s {mth substitution of the 
loeak for the strong form, as in abreyde), 
flew m pieces, became broken, 4 102 
The form towond, flew in piece s, occurs 
in Sir Ferumbras, 2368 
To-yere, adv this year, HF 84 , I) 168 
Trace, s trace, steps, 14 3 , Tmas, iiro- 
cession, L 285 
Trace, i pr pi go, 3 54 
Trad, s 0/ Trade 

Tragedien, s writer of tragedy, B 3 
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Traisoun, s treason, B 4307 
Traitorye, treachery, B 781 
Traitour, s traitor, HF 267 
Translaten, ger to translate, L 370 , pp 
changed, dressed afresh, E 385 
Transmuwe, v transform, T iv 467 , 
pp T iv 830 

Transporten, i extend, B i p 4 241 
Trappe, s trap, snare, A 143 , trap-door, 
entrance, T 111 741 

Trapped, pp furnished with trappings, A 
2890 

Trappe-dore, <? trap-door, T m 739 
Trappures, pi trappings for horses, A 
2499 

Traunce, s trance, A 1372 , half-conscious 
state, B 3906 , brown stndj, D 2216 
Traunce, ger to tramp about, T in 690 
Trave, s wooden frame for holding un- 
ruly horses, A 3282 0 F iref, from Lat 

acc trahem, beam 

Travers, s ‘ traverse,’ a curtain, screen, 
T 111 674 , E 1817 

TYayed, pf s botra-ved,HF 390, L 2486 
Trays, s traces, T 1 222, A 2139 OF 
trais, pi of trait, a trace The E traces 
IS a double plural 
Traysen, ger to betny, T iv 438 
Trayteresse, s fern traitress, 3 620, 
813 

Traytour, s traitor, A 1130, gen pi of 
traitors, hence traitorous, C 896 
Trecherye, s. treachery, trickery, B 
4520 

j Trechoures, pf traitoi s, R 197 
Trede, i p? pf tre id, A 30-2 , Tret, pr 9 
treads, D 2(x>2 , Tiad, pf s trode, B 
4308, Trodfn,2)f pf HF 2133, Trode n, 
Tpp stepped, 0 712 

Trede-foul, s treader of fowls, B 3135, 
4641 

Tragedie, 8 tragedy, sad story, T v 
17S0 

Tregetour, s a juggle 1 who used me- 
chanical contrivances, HF 1277 , pf F 
1141 

Trench, 8 a hollow walk, allcj, F 392 
F trancher, to e ut 

Trenchant, adj cutting, sharp, A 3930 
Trenden, v revolve, B 3 m. 11 4 
Trentals, pf (sets of) thirty masses for 
the dead, 1) 1717, 1724 
Tresor, 8 treasure, wealth, B 442, C 779 
Treborere, 8 treasurer, i 107 , 19 18 
Tresorie, s treasury, HF 324 
Trespas, a wiong, B 2547 , tiunsgression, 
L 408, 463 

Trespassours, 8 pi offenders, B 2548. 
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Tresse, s a (three fold) plait (of hair), li 
779 , HP 230 , A 1049 
Tresse, ger to dress (my) hair, to plait, 
R 1599 , pp plaited, D 344 
Tressour, s head-dress, R. 568 Probably 
a ‘ caul,’ or net of goldthread 
Tret, pr s o/Tredo 

Tre table, adj tractable, docile, I 658, 
yielding, L 411 , inclinable, 3 923, in- 
clined to talk, 3. *533 

Trete, v treat, T iv 58 , treat of, tell, 3 
34 , ger to speak, converse, C 64 , pp 
explained, B 3 p i 3 

Tre tee, s treaty, A 1288 , discussion, F 
1219, agreement, K 1892 
Tretis, g treaty, B 233 , account, T 11 
i6q 7 , treatise, ^ pr 5 , story, B 2147 
Tretys, adj well proportioned, long, A 
152 , well-tashioncd, R 1016 , graceful, 
R 932 O P toefis 

Tre we, adj true, A 331 , honest, L 464 , 
pi the laithtul, B 436 
Tre we, ndv correctly, 8 4 
Trewe, s truce, T 111 1779, i\ 58, Trewes, 
pi the days ot truce, T v 401 
Trewe love, 9 true-love (probably a loaf 
ot herb pans or some aromatic contcc- 
tion), A 3692 

Trewely, adv trulj , certainly, A 481 
Trewer, truei, 6 117 
Trewer, adc moretrul>,3 9-7 
Treweste, ad/ mq)eil truest, F 13^9 
Treye, num ‘ tra^,’ three, 0 033 
Triacle, s a sovereign icmcdy, B 479, C 
314 OF triad e 
Trikled,p^ pi trickled, B 1864, 

Trille, V turn, twiil, F 31O Cf Swed 
trilla^ to turn round 
Trip, 9 sraill piece, I) 1747 
Trippe, V dance, A 3328 , grr to trip, to 
nio\o briskly with the tcet, F 312 
Trist, 8 trust, T 1 134, la 403 
Tnste, s tiyst, stition, T n 1334 
Tnste, 9 trust, L 333 , gcr to trust (to), 

L 1885 

Tristicia^ sadness, I 725 
Troden , see Trede • 

Trogh, s trough, A 3627 
Trompe, 8 trumpet, L 033 
Tromped, pt s sounded tho tnimpct, E 
1719 

Trompes, pi trumpeters, 7 30 , V 2671 
Tronchoun, 9 broken shatt ot a spear, 
A2O13 OF tiondion 
Trone, s throne, A 2529 , ihiono (ot God), 
heaven, C 842 

Tropik, 8 tho turning-point, a name loi 
the solstitial points, A 1 17 13 


Tropos, 8 a turning , but mterpreted by 
Chaucer to mean ‘agaynward,’ 1 e 
backward, A. 1 17 13 
Trotteth, pr s trots, 1 e goes, is, E 1538 
Troublable, adj disturbing, B 4 m 2 
12 

Trouble, adj tempestuous, turbid, B i 
m 7 3 , dull, H 279 , disturbed, I 537 , 
anxious, E 463 , vexed, 6 133 
Troubly, adj cloudy, obscure, B 4, m 5 
35 

Trouthe, 8 truth, A 46 , fidelity, JL 267 , 
troth, promise, A 1610 
Trowen, v believe, HF 699 , i pr s trow, 
believe, imagine, A 155 , Trowestow, 
dost thou think, B i p 3 24 
Troyewardes, to, towards Troy, T 1 59 
Trufles, s pi trifles, I 713 
Trumpen, v blow the tnimpet, HF 1243 
Trussed, pp packed, A 681 
Truwe, s truce, T iv 1312, 1314 
Tryoe, v pull, drag away, B 3715 Cf E 
tnce up (nautical term) 

Trye, adj choice, excellent, B 2046 
Tryne compas, the threefold world, con- 
taining earth, sea, and hea's eii, G 45 
Tubbe, 8 tub, A 3621 
Tuel, 8 pipe, slender chimney, HF 1649 
O F tuel^ F tuyau 
Tukked, pp tucked, A 6. i 
Tulle, V entice, allure, A 41,4 
Tunge, 8 tongue, i 12S 
Turet, 8 the e^e in which the iing of tho 
astrolabe turned, A 1 2 i Cotgrave 
has ^ Touiety tlie little ring bv which a 
Hawkes luue or leasJi is fastened unto 
the Jesses ’ boo Torets 
Turment, s torment, R 274 
Turmente, c/ei to vex, L 871 
Turne, ger to turn, A 2434 , i turn (in a 
lathe), A 39-’8, Tumeu, ^ return, L 
2619 , pp at an end, 3 689 
Turneymge, 9 tournament, A 2357, 
mock tournament, R 1407 
Turtel, s turtle-dove, A 3700, E 2cxSo 
Turves, s pi turt-plots, pate Ik s of turf, 
L 204 , E 2233 

Tusked, provided with tusks, I 1-34 
Tuskes, tusks, T v 12 -,8, 

Tuwel, # hole, 1 ) 2148 bee Tuel 
Twelf, twelv c, O 30 

Twelfmonth, s twelvojmonth, year, A 
631, D 90c) 

Twelfte, adj twelfth, 4 1 3(>. 

Tweye, two, A 704, 792, Twej, B 2203, 
tw and tw , in pairs, A 898 
Tweyfold, adj double, G 366 
Tweyne, twain, 2 76 , 4 95 
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Twigges, 8 pi twigs, HF 19,6 
Twighte, pt s twitched, diew quickly, 
T IV 1185, Twight, jpjp distraught, (lit 
twitched), T iv «572 , pulled, D 1563 
The infin is tmcchen 
Tvtrinkeling, a twinkling, 4 222 , mo- 
mentary blinking, E 37 
Twinkled, pt pi twinkled, A 267 , pp 
winked, B 2 p 3 79 

Twinne, v se'ver, part, T i\ 1197, Ui 
from 7 m it it, lose his mind, 7 102 , de- 
part, B 3195, F 377 , ger to separate, 
B 517 , to depait (from), C 430 
Twinninge, 8 separation, T iv 1303 
Twiste, 8 (i) twist, tendiil, T 111 1230 , 
(2) twig, spray, E 2349 
Twiste, V wring, torment, F 366 , 1 pt a 
tortured, D 494 , pt a wrung, E 21x13 , 
Twiste, pt 8 8 ubj would compel, con- 
strain, T 111 1769, Twist, pp twisted, 
HF 77.- 

Two so riche, twice as rich, L 2291 Cf 
Ten 

Twyes, adi twice, A 4348, Twye, A 1 
16 

Tyd, sh time, hour, T n 17^9 , (umiallg) 
Tjde, II 1452 , season, F 142 , Tydes, p/ 
tides, A 401 

Tyden, t befall, happen, B 337, pr a 
comes (to), (a Northern form) A 4173, 
Tit, pr 8 betides, T 1 333, Tid, P2> 
happened, T 1 907 

Tydif,5 small bird, perhaps the titmouse, 
L 154 See Tidifs 

Tyme, a time, A 33, 44 , bv tj/me, earh , 
betimes, L 432, m good tt/me, 3 370, 
Tymes, p? liours, 5 283 , moments, K 
380, {preceded by a numbei) 'Ijme, gen 
pi times, T 1 441 
Tyne, 8 barrel, 12 9 OF tine 
Tyren, v tear, rend, B 3 in 12 49 , pr 
pZ piill to pieces, T 1 787 
Tytled, pp dedicated, I 894 

17 

Umbra extensa, or oecta, the lower part of 
the ‘skale’, Umbia versa, the uxiper 
part of the same, A 1 12 8 
Umbreyde,pZ a upbraided, reproached, 
L 1671 

tJnagreable, ad;} miserable, B i m i 
32 (Lat ingraiaa) 

TJnbityde, v fail to happen, B 5 p 4 39 
Unbodie, v leave the body, T \ 1530 
Unbokele, v unbuckle, F 335 
XJnbrent, pp unbumt, B 1638 
Unbroyden, pp unbraided, T iv 817 


Unbuxumnesse, a unsubmissivenoss, 
24 27 

Unciroumsonpt, pp boundless, T v 
1865 

Unconning, ad} unskilful, 6 73 
XJnconninge, a ignorance, B 3066 
Unoonvenable, ad} unsuitable, I 431 
Uncouple, v to lot loose, B 3O92 
Uncouth, ad} curious, A 2497 , strangt , 
HF 1279 (where the text has vneoufhe, 
but read uncouth) 

Unoouthly, adv uncommonly, strik- 
ingly, R 584 

Uncovenable, ed} unseemly, I 631 , un 
fit (for good), B 4 p 6 333 
Uncunninge, ad} ignorant, B i p i 68 
Uncurteisly, adv rudely, E 2363 
Undefouled, undofilod, B 2 p 4 24 
Undepartable, ad} inseparable, B 4 p 
3 62 

Undergrowe, pp of short stature, A 136 
Undermeles, pi undern-times, peihaita 
afternoons, 1 ) 873 See below 
Undern, a B 4412, E 260, 9S1 A par- 
ticular time in the morning is heie 
implied, either about 9 a in , or some- 
what later ( 4 . 1 so apphed to signify 
mid-afternoon ) 

Undernom, pt a perceived, G- 24^ , 
Undernomo, pp ropro\od, I 401 
Underput, pp subjected, B i p 6 97 
Underpyghte, pt a stuffed, filled under 
neath, B 780 

Underspore, v thrust (the staff) under, 
push beneath, A 3463 
Understonde, v understand, A 746 , p? 
pi C646, UndoistodOjpZ a snbj should 
understand, T 1 1033 , Understonde, 
pp understood, T 3 1186 
Undertake, v affirm, E 803 , qt ,7 to con- 
duct an enterprise, A 405 , warrant, R 
461 , dare say, B 3516 
Undevocioun, a lack of devotion, I 72^ 
Undigne, ad} unworthy, E 339 
Undo, ger to unfold, reveal, 3 S99 , v 
unfasten, T 111 741 , pr a opens, A 3727 
tJndoutous, adj undoubting, B 5 p i 

32 

Unoschewably, adv inevitably, B 3 pj 

Uneschuable, adj inevitable, B 5 p i 
103 

Unethe,adr scarcely, aeZMwefZie, scarcely 
at aJl, HF 2041 

Unethes, adv with difficulty, T 11 36^1 
Unfamoiis, ad} lost to fame, HF 1146 
Unfestlich, ad} unfestivo, jaded, F 366 
Ungiltif, ad} guiltless, T 111 1018. 
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Un-grobbed, not digged round, 9 14 
Unhap, 8 ill luck, T 1 <5^2 
Unhappily, adv unluckily, T v 937 
Unhardy, adj cowardly, A 4210 
Unhele, s misfortune, sickness, C 116 
Unholsom, adj ailing, weak, T iv 3 o 
Universe, in universally, T m 

36 

Universitee, 8 the universal, B 3 p 4 
187 

Unkinde, adj unnatural, B 88, cruel, 
5 434 


Unshette,j9< s unlocked, E 2047 
Unshette, adj pi not shut, HE 1953 
Unshewod, pp unconfessed, I 9 9. 
Unsittinge, adj unfit, T n 307 
Unskilful, adj foolish, T 1 790 
Unskilfully, adv unreasonabl\ , B i p 4 
22^ 

Unslekked, adj unslaeked, G 806 
Unsofte, adj harsh, E 1824 
Unsolempne, adj uncelebi ated, B i 
P 3 64 

Unspeedful, adj unprofit ible, B 5 x> 6 


Unkindely, adv unnaturally, C 483 
Unkindenesse, 9 unkmdness, B 1057 
Unkonning, adf unskilful, A 2193 
Unkorvon, adj uncut, unpruned, 9 14 | 

Unkouth, adj strange, T 11 131 
Unkunmnge, adj ignorant, R 686 
Unlaced, disentangled, B 3 p 12 166 
Unleveful, adj not permissible, T 303, 777 
Unloven, qfv to cease to love, T \ 1698 
Unlust, 8 disinclination, I 680 
Unlyklinesse, s difficulty in pleasing, T 
1 16 

Unlykly, ad^ unplcasing, E 2180 
Uumanhod, s an uiim uily a< t, T i 8-4 
Unmerie, adj sad, HE 74 
Unmighty, adj unable, T 11 838 
Unneste, imjp s leave thy nest, T iv 303 
Unnethe, adv scarcely, haidly, with 
difficulty, A 3121, B 1030, 1S16, 3611 
Unnethes, adv scarcely, B 1673, 11 2108 
Unordred, adj not belonging to a rc 
ligious ordei, I 961 

Unparigal, adj unequal (Lat inpaicii\ 
B 3 p I M 

Unpleyten, i unplait, explain, unfold, 
B 2 p 8 II 

Unpurveyed, adj unprovided, uiicarcd 
for, B 2 p I 22 

Unraced, adj unbroken, untorn, B 4 
P I 53 

Unremeved, pp unremoved, without 
(its) being mov( d, A 11 46 37 
Unreste, a restlessness, I) 1 104 
Unright, 8 wrong, T iv 330, injure 
T n 43t 

Unrightful, adj wicked, L 1771 
Unsad, adj unsettled, E 993 
Unsavory, adj displeasing, I 310 
Unsoience, s unreal kiiov ledge, no 
knowledge, B 3 p 3 ”3 
Unselmesse, a unhappiness, B 4 p 4 

38 

Unsely, adj unhappy, B 2 p 4 8 
Unset, adj un appointed, A 1324 
Unshethe, i pr a unsheatl e, romo\o, 
T iv 776 


337 

Unstaunchable, adj inexhaustible, B 2 
p 7 126 (Lat inenchau^ta) 

Unstaunched, adj insatiate, B 2 p 6 
1 15 (Lat inexplrtam) 

Unstraunge, adj well-known, A ii 17 
ruho ic 

Unswelle, v become less full, T l^ 1146 
Unswete, adj bitter, HE 72 
Unthank, s no thanks, want of thanks, 
T V 699 , a curse, A 4(xSi 
Unthrift, 8 nonsense, T i\ 431 
Unthriftily, adv pooily, G 8c ^ 
Unthrifty, adj profitless, T i% 15:30 
Untold, adj uncounted, A 3780 
Untressed, adj with hair loo^e, s 268, 
unarranged, F 379 , unplaited, \ 1289 
Untretable, adj inexorable, B 2 p 8 2 
Untrewo, adv untiuly, A 7^3 
Untriste, u distinst, T ni 8^9 
Untyme , tn untyme^ out of season, I 1051 
Unwar, adj unawaio, T 1 304, unex- 
pected, B 427 

Unwar, adx unexpectedly , unawaier, T 

1 S49 

Unwelde, adj (unwield3'), too weak to 
support herself, R 339 , diffii ult to mo3 e, 
H 33 , difficult to contiol, A 3880 
Unwemmed, adj unspotted, spotless, 
B 924, G 137, 223 

Unwened, adj unexpected B 4 p 6 260 
Unwist, adj unknowm, T n 1-04, i/a- 
wwf oyj uninformed ot, T 1 9 ^ , unknowaa 
by, L 1633 

Unwit, 8 folly, 4 271 
Unwot, pr 8 fails to know, B 3 p6 177 
Unwrye, i re^ eal, T 1 8^8 
Unyolden, pp without hevmg yielded, 
A 2642 

Up, adv up, open (outwards, not up- 
wards), A 3^1 , as V up with, HP 1021 , 
«p and down, T 11 639, in all direction^ 
A 977, backwards and forwaids, A 
1052 

Up, prep on, upon, A 2343 , up pertly on 
peril, D 2271 , t/p peyne^ under tha 
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penalty, D 1^87 , nppoxfnt^ on the point, 
ready, T iv 11=?^ 

TJp-bounde, pp bound tip, T m K17 
XTp-caste, pt s cast up, B qo() 

TTp-drow, pt s di ew up, L 
XTp-enbossed, pp raised, L uoo 
Xrp-b.af, pt s uplifted, A 2428 
Upon, prep upon, A 131 , in, F 925 , 
against, D 1313 

Upon, used adverbially, upon (him or 
her), on, D 3^91 *3^2 
Uppe ndv up, 1 e left open, F 61*; 
Up-piight, pp plucked up, piilkd up, 

B 3239 

Upright, adi 1 e reversed, D 2266, also 
lying on one’s back (mostU ot people 
asleep or dead) , A 4194 , B 1801 
Up-rist, pr 8 rises up, L 1 188 , A 4249 
Up -nste, s dat up-nsmg A 1051 
Upronne, pp ascended, F 386 
Up-so-doun, adv upside down, A 1377, 
G 625 

Upspnnge, v rise (as the sun), 4 14 
Upsterte, pt s upstarted, aiose, A 1080, 
1299 

Up-yaf, pt 8 yielded up, gave, A 2427 
Up-yolden, ip yielded up, A 3032 
Usdge, 8 usage, habit, A no, hadde in 
usage, was accustomed, B 1696, uas in 
usage, B 1717 

Usaunce, s custom R 683 
Usaunt, pies pi as adj addicted, I 821 , 
accustomed, A 3940 

Usen, ger to accustom, 1 243 , v use, B 44 , 
Useth, pr s is accustomed, L 364 
Us-selve, pron ourselves, 1 349 
Usshers, a pi ushers, F 293 
Usiire, s usury, B 168 r 
Us-ward, to, towards us, B 2938 
Utter, adj outward, G 4(^ 

Uttereste, adj supetl supreme, E 7S7 

V 

Vache, 5 cow, beast, 13 22 The reference 
IS to a quadruped that looks dmvn to the 
earth 

Valance, s (pombly) sign ot zodiac op- 
posite the mansion of a idamt, 4 14s, 
if so, the reference heie is to the sign 
of Aries 

Val6ur, s worth, K 937 
Vane, « a wi ather-cock, E 996 
Vanish, 1 pr s shrink up, waste away, 
O732 

Variatmce, a variation, T iv 985, Vaii- 
ance, diffeience, I 4-7 
Variaimt, adj varying, G 1175 


Vassalage, s prowess, L 1667 
Vavassour, s a sub-vassal, next in dig- 
nity to a baron, A 360 
Veine, adj fern vain, E 447 
Veluet, 8 velvet, R 1420 , Veluottes, pi 

F644 

Venerian, adj devoted to Venus, D 609 
Venerye, s huntmg, A 1O6, 2308 
Venge, v revenge, B 2471 
Vengeresses, s pi avengerosscs, aveng- 
ing deities, B 3 m 12 38 
Venim, s venom, poison, R 1089, malice, 
B 891, C 421 , corruption, A 2731 , d^e 
(Lat ueneno), B 2 m3 12 
Ventusinge, s ciiiiping (a surgical opera- 
tion), A 2747 

Venus, venere il pleasure, D 464 
Ver, the spring, T 1 137 
Veray, adj veiy, true, real, L 1068 
Verdegrees, s verdigiease, G 791 
Verdit, 8, verdict, A 787 
Verndge, s a wine of Italy, B 12(11 
Vernicle, s veiniclo, A 683 A copy of 
the sacred liandkerchiet on "whieh the 
impression of the Saviour’s face was 
distinguishable 

Vernisshed, pt s vainishtd, hence 
(jocularly), lined m a lavish way, A 

4149* 

Verre, s glass, T 11 867 
Verray, adj very, true, A 72, 422 , v force, 
mam force, B 3237 
Verrayly, adv venly, truly, 2 73 
Verrayment, adv verih, B 190^ 
Versiflour, s poet, B 2783 
Vertu, » virtue, A 307, quitkening power, 
A 4, power, A 2249, valour, R 1208, 
mental faculty, IIF 330 , magic in- 
fluence, P 146, 137, V %)lc8e, satisfy 
virtue, be virtuous, K 216 
Vertuous, adj virtuous, A 231 full of 
virtue, I) 1113, lull of healing power, 
R icx)7 , holy, I 433 

Verye (a word used m a charm), A 3483 
Perliaps for wen, an accursed crcatuio , 
A S inarq 

Vese, 8 rush (Lat impetus), A 1983 
Vessel, 8 {collectively), vessels, plate, B 
3338 

Vestiment, s clothing, F 39 
Veyne, s vein, A 3 

Veyne-blood, s bleeding at a vein, A 
2747 

ViAge, 8 voyage, travel, journey, T 11 75, 
expedition, attempt, T 111 7-,2 
Vicaire, a deputy, deputed ruler, 5 379, 
Vicary, a vicar, I 22 
Victor, 8 as adj of victory, 5 182 
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Vigile, 8 wake, T v 
Vigilyes, pi vigils, A ^77 
Viker, 8 vicar, D 2008 
Vilemous, adj evil, B 269^ 

Vilems, Vileyns,af/j villainous, L 1824, 
rude, D 1268 sinful, I 8*^4, 914, evil, 
wicked, I sso 

Vileinsly, adv evilly, I 154 , Vilaynsly, 
shamclully, 11 1498 

Vileinye 8 \ilo conduct, B 2547, great 
harm, A 4191 , despiteful language, re- 
proach, 1) 34, 153 , disgrace, A 942 , unfit 
speech, A 70, servitude, I 143, dis 
courtesy, rudcncsb, C 74 ) , vileness, HF 
96, icpioadi, T iv 21, evil-doing, B 
1681 

Vmolent, adj full of wine, D 467, 1931 
Violes, 8 pi \ials, phiils, Gr 793 
Virelayes, s pi ballads with a particular 
return of nine, F 948 , L 423 
Vintoot, 8 brisk movement, A 3770 
Vintrate, hag, D 15S2 
Visage, V put a face (on it), disguise, E 
2273 

Visitaciouns, s pi visits, D <>35 
Visyte, ger to visit, A 4(13, 1 194 
Vitaille, 8 victuals, provisions, A 248, 3^>9 
Vitaille, V provide with victuals, L 1093 
Vitaillers, pZ victuallers, A 4366 
Vitremyte, 8 (probably) a woman’s cap, 
an effeminate head-dress, B 356- 
Voided, pp removed, E 1193 , cleared, 
emptied, L 2()-.3 

Vois, voice, II 731 See Voys 
Volage, adj giddy, volatile, R 1284 , 
wanton, H 239 

Volatyl, 8 08 pi fowls, B 12O-. 

Voltor, 8 vultuie, B 3 ni 12 40 , pi T 1 
788 

Volupeer, s night cap, A 4303 , Voluper, 
woman’s cap, A 3-41 

Vouche, V , only used lutih sauf, safe , 
Vouche saut, v to avoueh as safe, call 
safe, vouchsafe, grant, deign, permit, 
A 812, B 1641, E 2341 , ipr 9 am content, 
T IV 90, 2 pr pi vouchsafe, grant, 
deign, L 2038 , Voucheth saul, tmp pi 
vouchsafe, E 8S3, F 1043 
Voyde (voided), 8 ‘ voidoo,’ a light dessert, 
with wine and spices, T ui 674 
Voyden, v get nd of, expel, A 2731, E 
910, P 188 , tmp 8 depart from, E Sob , 
Voydeth, imp pi send away, G 1136 
Voys, a, voice, A 688, 0 531 , i*umour, 
E 629 , commendation, E 1592 , rejiort, 
T 111 1723 

Vulgar, adj A n 9. 3 Tlio day vulgar 
IS the length of the * ai-tilicial’ daj, 


with the durations of morning and 
evening twihght added to it 
Vyce, 8 fault, error, T 1 689 , F loi , 
defect, X> 955 

W 

Waast, 8 waist, B 1890 
Waat, pr 8 knows (Northern), A 4086 
Wacche, s sentinel, B 2216 
"Wachet, s light blue colour, A 3321 
Later E watchet 

Waden, v pass, E 1684 j wade (through), 
B 2084 , enter (into), T 11 150 , go, 

descend, B 3684 
Waf, pf 8 wove, L 2364 
Wafereres, s pi makers of gaufres or 
wafer-cakes, confectioners, C 470 
Wages, pi A 1803 , pay, recompense, 

4 244 

Wagging, 8 shaking, T 11 1743 
Waiten, v attend on, L 1269, pr 8 
watches, E 708, tmp 8 observe, A 11 

5 18 

Wake, V be awake, lie awake, 18 27, 
Waken, v act awake, B 1187, pr s 
watches, F 819, Wook, 1 pt 8 awoke, 5 
695 , remained awake, B , Waked, 
pp awaked, 3 294 , kept wake, caroused, 
^ 977 

Wake-pleyes, pi funeral games, A 2960 
Waker, adj vigilant, 3 338 
Waking, 8 watching, being awake, 3 
6n , period of wakefulness, B 22 , pi 
vigils, I 237 

Walet, a wallet, A 686 , Walet, A 681 
Walked, (/or Walketh), 8 walking, tn 
phr go walked, for go a-walketh, gone 
a-walkmg, 3 387, B 1778 
Walken, ger to walk, roam, A 2309, 
Welk, I pt 8 walked, T 11 517 , u 
ualkcd^ IS gone, went, A 2,68 
Walsh-note, g&n sing walnut’s, HF 
1281 

Walwe, ger to wallow, roll about, T 1 
^9 > P^ wallow, tumble, A 4278 , 
pr 8 tosses, L 1166 , roUs al>out, B 1083, 
pp involved, immersed, 12 17, Wal- 
winge, pres pait causing to roll, B i 
m 7 4 (Lat uoluens) 

Wangos, 8 pi molar teeth, A 4030 
Wang-tooth, s molar tooth, B 3234. 
Wanhope, s despan, A 1249 
Wanie, v wane, A 2078 
Wante, v be wanting, be absent, L 361 , 
fail, bo lacking, I 514 , pr s is lacking, 
H 338 

Wantownesse, a wantonness, B 31, 
mannerism (of speech), A 264 
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Wantirust, s distrust, T i 794 , H 280 
War, adj prudent, discreet, cautious, T 
1 203 , aware, A 157, 896, 3604 , was I w , 
I obsers ed, 5 218, 298 , I was lo , 3 445 , 
hen w , bewaie, T 1 , he w , beware, 

13 II , take warning, G- 7^7 , he w Jio^ 
beware of, L 473 , heth to , beware, T 111 
1180, B 1629, 3281 

War him, let liim beware, A 66-, wat 
yow^ make wav, B 1889 
Warde, s dat (?) koejung , on te? , into 
his keepmg, 3 248 , in our n , C 201 , 
under my w , I 880 
Wardecors, s bodj guard, D 3S9 
Warderere, Jo? warde rerc, look out 
behind, A 4101 
Wardrobe, s privy, B 1762 
Ware, adj aware, 3 1030 
Ware, s wares i^tor sale), merchandise, B 
140, 1246 

Ware, tinp pi beware, B 4416 
Warente, (jer to wan ant, protect, C 338 
Wariangles, pi shrikes, butcher-bird'^, 
D 1408 

Warien, (ifc/ tocuis<.,T n 1619, ipr s 
B372 

Warisoun, s requital, II 1337 
Wansshe, t cure, I 998, lecovei, bo 
cured, B 2172 , j>2> cuied, B 2467 
Warisshmge, s cure, B 2205 
Warly, adv wanly, carefully, T lu 454 
Warne, v reject, refuse, 1 11, i pr s 
warn, bid >ou take heed, B 16, 1184, 
invite, B 2632, 2_pr s sithj inform, Hh 
893 pp foicwarned, L 2658, gmii 
notice, B 1378 

Warnestore, ge? to fortify, defend, B 
2487 , to garrison, B 2521 , pp pro- 
visioned, B 1 p 3 85 
Warnestoring, s fortifying, B 2525 
Warj^ce, ^ heal, cure, C 900 
Waste, adj pi wasted, partially destroyed, 
A 1331, 

Wastel-breed, s cake-bread, bread of the 
very best quality, A 147 
Waatour, s waster, L 1333 
Watering, s watenng-placc (for horses), 
A 826 

Wawe, 8 wave, B 308 , 1 363 
Waxen, become, T v 1014, 137-15 *376 
Wayk, adf weak, L 2428, 2713 
Wayken, ger to giow weak, lessen, 
T iv 1144 

Waymenten, ger to lament, I 230 
Waymentinge, s lamenting, lamenta- 
tion, A 995, 1921 
Wayn, s car, B 4 mi 34 
Wayten, go to observe, T 1 190, to 


watch foi, F 1263, to watch, F 444, 
V to expect, B 467 , pr a seeks occasion, 
A 1222 

Webbe, s a woai er, A 362 
Wedde, s dat , to w , as 1 pledge, in 
pledge, A 1218, B 1613 
Wedde, ger to wed, T i 863 
Wedding, 5 wedlock, 17 2}. 

Wede, 8 weed, robe, garment, A 1006, 
B 2107, K 863 

Weder, 5 weather, 1 ) 2253, F 32, storm, 
T 11 2, ill 657 
Wedes, pi weeds, T i 946 
Weel, adv well, A 926, well placed, 
luckily situated, B 308 
Wesldinge, a power, contiol, B 2800 
Weep, pt 8 o/Wepe 
Weeply, adj teaiful, sorrowful, B i p i 3 
Weet, s wot, A 4107 
Weex, Avaxed, grew, G 313 
Wegge, 8 a wedge, A 1 14 6 
Wehee, s a whinnying no^se, A 4066 
Weilawey, alas ’ 1 ) 216 
Wei, adv well, A 3S4, B 23, much, L 
1386, manj, L 11, certainly, L 452, 
fullv, A 29, 49, about {u^ed udh num- 
bers), A 24 , wel ooyal, \eiy lojal, F 26, 
wel n?/, Aorynoiily B 3230, wel the bet, 
much bettor, T n 92 , w( I vnethe, 
sciietly at all, L 33 a , to be wel, to 
bo in favour, 3 <845, 7 ul is him, it is 
well for him, T 1 330, wdl was him, 
it was well foi lam, B 406O , ful wd, 
veiy well, A 122 

Welawrey, mt alas ’ T 111 i6()3 
Welde, 8 weld, lltseda Luttola, 9 17 
Welde, 8 power, control, B 393 
Welden, go to have eontioi over, to 
move with ease, D 1947 , to control, 
1) 271 , to wield, L 2000, Wolto, pt 8 
B 3200 

Weldy, adj widdy, active, T 11 636 
Wele, 8 hapjunoss, succcas, piosperity, 
well-being, good foi tune, A 893, 3101, 
B 122 

Weleful, adj prosiierous, happj^, B 2*307, 
blessed, B 451 

Welefnlnesse, a happiness, B 1 p 3 35 
Welk, pi 8 e/ Walken 
Welked, pp as adj witheied, C 738, 
D 277 

Welken, a heaven, skv, HF 1601 , 
Welkno, 10 62 

Welmeth, pr a wells, gushes, B 1561 
Welte, pf s wielded, 1 o lorded it ov'^or, 
liossesscd for use, B 3200 
Wel-willy, adj benevolent, benign, bene 
htont, T 111 1257 
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Wem, s blemish, E 930 , hurt, F 121 
■Wemmelees, adj stainless, G 47 
Wenden, ger to go, A 21, 2214 , pass 
away, A 302 <5 , go, pass, B 1683 , Went, 
pr 8 goes, T 11 36, 812 , Wente, pt 8 
went, A 78, B 1739, Wente him, pt 8 
went, Gr no, Wentestow, 2 pr a hast 
thou gone, A 3486 , Went, pp gone, L 
1651 , ben iienty are gone, IB 173 , t8 went^ 
IS gone, G «;34 

Wending, s departure, T iv 1344, 1436 
Wene, s supposition, doubt, T iv 
withouten ncne^ without doubt, K 574, 

732 

Wenen, t ween, suppose, imagine, con- 
sider, L 12, G 676, expect, A 4320, 
Wenestow, weenest thou, thinkest thou, 
D 311 , Weneth, pr s imagmes (with 
men -one), A 2195, Wende, i pt 8 
imagined, T v 693 , supposed, F 585 , 
fancied, A 1269 , Wendest, 2 pr s suhj 
shouldst ween, T 1 1031 , Wende, pt 8 
8uhj would have thought, C 782 , Wend, 
pp supposed, T IV 384 , imagined, P v 
1682 

Wenged, adj winged, HF 2118 
Wenges, pi wings, L 168 a 
Weningo, s. imagination, supposition, 
T iv 992 

Went, p? 8 andpp o/’ Wenden 
Wente, pt 8 oj Wenden 
Wente, s turn, T 11 63 , path, passage, 
T 111 787 , footpath, 18 69 
Wepe, V weep, A 144, 230, Weep, pt s 
wept, A 148, B 606, lo^i, Wepte, pt s 
(tveak form), B 2(^7 f Wepen,pp T 1 941, 
Wopen,pp F523 
Wepen, 8 weapon, L 1994 
Werbul, 8 tune (warble), T 11 1033 
Werche, v work, perform, B 566 , 
Wroghtestow {for Wroghtest thou), 
thou didst cause, B 3583 , Wroghte,pi 8 
worked, A 497 , contrived, B 1788 , 
made, E 1152, Wroughto, i pt s acted, 
A 11 3 46 , did, R, 701 , Wrought, pp 
made, formed, K 5«;9 , born, B 3619 , 
created, G 326 , composed, L 372 
Werde, pi 8 0/ Were (wear) 

Werdes, a pi fates, destinies, B i 
m I 14. 

Were, s weir, 5 138 , T m 35 
Were, s doubt, 3 1295, HF' 979, men- 
tal struggle, L 2686 Lowl be tcetr 
Were, 2 pt a wast, T iv 762 , %t nucie, 
they wore, E 850 , al ttcra ti, though it 
were, D 1172 

Were (w6ro), v wear, 21 7, Werede, 
pt 8 woro^ A 1388, 3235 , Werdo, li. 875 , 


Wered, A 75, Wered upon, 1 pt 8 wore 
upon (me), D 559 
Were, ger to defend, A 2550 
Weringe, s wearing, I 1052 
Werk, 8 work, A 479 , act, L 891 
Werken, v act, A 3527 , pr s acts, L 

Workers, pi doers, D 1937 
Werkes, pr pi ache, A 4030 
Working, a deed, H 210 , mode of opera- 
tion, G 1367 

Werne, ger to refuse, T 111 149, iv 111 , 
V refuse, R 1485, warn off, R 636, 
Wemed, pp forbidden, E 442 
Werning, « let, forbidding, E 1142 
Werre, a war, T 11 868 , trouble, T a 
*393 > of werre, m war, T 1 134 , to v, , 
in enmity, 1 116 
Werre, adv worse, 3 616 
W'erreye, ger to make ^va^, A 1484, v 
war against, A 1544 , pi 8 opposes, I 
487 

Werreyour, a warrior, L 597 
Wers, adj worse, A 3872 
Werste, adj avperl worst, T 11 304 
Werte, « wart, A 555 
Wery, adj (being) weary, T iv 707 , 
worn, R. 440, 664 , beaten repeatedly, 
lit weary, B 4 m 5 17 
Wesele, s weasel, A 3234 
Wesh, pi 8 o/Wasshc 
Weste, V turn to the west, L 61, 197 
Westren, v to go to the west, T 11 906 
Wete, 8 perspiration, G 1187 
Wete, V wet, HF' 1785 
Wether, a sheep, T iv 1374 
Weven, v weave, L 2352, Waf, pi ^ 
wove, L 2 -,64 

Wex, s wax, A 67*,, E 1430 
Wexen, v wax, grow, become, B aid*;, Q 
877 f ipr 8 aubj may I become, G 1377 , 
Wexe, 2 pr pi increase, grow (m ai>- 
plauding), E 998 , Wex, pi 8 grew, 
became, A 1362 , increased, L 727 , 
Woxe, pp grown, R 1460 , become, HF 

1494 

Wexede, pi « coated with wax, A 11, 
40 28 

Wey, 8 way, A 34 » path, R U45 , the 
sun’s apparent daily path, A 11 30. 5 , 
the sun’s apparent annual orbit, A- n 
21 49 , a furlong wey, a short time (lit 
short distance), E 516 , go uey, go thy 
way, T 1 ‘>74 , do wey, take away, A 
32S7 

Weyen, v weigh, B 3776 , ogUie ueien, 
ought to weigh, L 398 
Weyer3, 8 the ‘ weigher,’ a translation 



124 


(Bfoeeaviaf 


of the Lat (iquator , because the days and 
nights, at the equinoxes, are equal , A. 
1, 17 25 

Weyk, adj weak, 7 341 
Weylaway, inter j alas » A 938. 
Wesrinentinge, s lamenting, A 902 , 
lament, T 11 

Weynes, s pi chariots, B 4 m 5 6. 
Weyven, ger to turn aside, E 1483 , v 
waive, neglect, T 11 284 , put aside, I) 
1176 , forsake, G 276 , abandon, B 2406 
Whan, when, A 5, 18, 179 
What, whatever, 4 170 , what sort of a, 
1305, what with, B 21, 22 , wh^, T 
11 262, 2Q2 , what ' how ’ L iSoo, What 
that, whatever, E , What man that, 
whoever, B 2645 ? Wliat what, partlj , 
partly, HF 20^8 

Wheelen, ger to cause to revolve, T 1 

139 

Whelkes, pi pimples, blotches, A 632 
Whelp, 8 cub, A 2O27 
Wheune, adv whence, E s88 
Whennes, adv whence, B 2400 
Wher, adv where, B 1785, &c , wherever, 
R. i66 () , Wher as (or Wher as), where 
that, where, B 647, 13 ii 
Wher, whether, (a common contracted 
form 0/ whether), 3 91 
Wh.er-as, adt where that, where, T 111 
S16 

Whereof, prep in what respect, B 703 , 
for what, E I'iSa 
Wherfore, for any cause, C 216 
WTier-on , long wher~on^ because of what, 
G 930 

Wher-so, whether, B 294 , wherever, L 
439 

Wher-through, adv by means of which, 
3 120 

Wherto, adv for wherefore, T 1 409. 
Whete, 8 wheat, C 375 
Whether, adj which (of two), A 1856 
Whette, pp pi sharpened, T v 1760 
Which, pron which, A i6i , whom, A 
568 , what kmd of, L 1883 , Which a, 
what kind of a, what a, L ^8, 8O9, &c 
Whider, whither, T v 428, 486 
Whilk, which (Northern), A 4078, 
Whilom, ado once, D 2017 
Whippeltree (better Wippeltree), comel- 
troe, A 2923 

Whirle, ger to rush, go swiftly, T v 
1019 , V be whirled round, 5 8a 
Who, tnterrog who, T v 371 , I) 692 , 
vndef who (it might be), 3. 244, one 
who, 3 359, whoever, who, T v 1115, 
Who was who, which was which, A 4300 


Whyle, 8 time, A 3299 , worth the wh , 
worth while, T v 882 
Why her, adv formerly, G 1 328 
Whyles,</e« s as adv , the luhyles^ whilst, 
3 131 

Whylom, adv once formerly, onco on a 
time, E. iol 362 

Whyne, v whme, whinny, B 386 
Whyt, adj vnhite, A 238, as sb , white 
wine, C 326, 362 , j)l mno( ent, guileless, T 
111. 1567 , si)Ocious, flattering, T in 
901 

Whyte, 8 wlute (1 e silv cr), T 111 1384 
"Widwe, 8 widow, A 233 
Widweliode, 8 widowhood, I 916, 
Widwohcd, L 293 a 

Wierdes, pi fates, T lu 617 , Wirdes, 
L 2380 A S tmjrd 

Wight, s a person, creature, man, hving 
bemg, A 71,280, whit, short while, A 
4283 , Wightes, pi creatures, men, 
beings, A 3479 

Wight, adj active, B 3437 , fleet, A 4086 
Wighte, 8 weight, HF 7^9 , A 2145, 2520 
Wike, 8 week, C 02 See Wyke 
Wiket, 8 wicket-gate, small gate, E 2045, 
2118 

Wikke, adj evil, wicked, bad, A 1087, 
1380, false, B 2247, depraved, 10. 55, 
much alloyed, HF 1346 
Wikked, adj bad, wicked, L 2395, pi 
wicked, I 1 12 In B 3576, wtkktd neat is 
put for F mau ni^ 1 e Sir Oliver Mauny , 
see the note m the larger edition 
Wikkednesse, s evil, 17 7 
Wil, 8 Will, 6 83 See Wille 
Wil, i pr 8 desire, wish, 7 244 , pr s 
desires, B 1843 

Wilde, adj wild , Wilde fyr, wild fire, 
fire not easily put out, Greek fire, D 
373 y. flaming spn its, I 445 , a disease, 
erysipelas, A 4172, E 2252 , Wilde, A 
2018 

Wildnesse, a wilderness, 9 34. 

Wilen, jpr pi will, E 1683 
Wilful, adj voluntary, B 3 p ii 167 
Wilful, aa adv wilfuEy, willingly, 5 429. 
Wilfulhed, « wilfalnebs, L 335 a 
Wilfully, adv willmgly, voluntarily, of 
free will, by choice, B 4486, C 441 
Wilfulnesse, a wish, B 2572 
WiUe, s own accord, will, 1 4*), *>7 , plea- 
sure, desire, E 326, E i, 8 , Willes, gen, 
F 368, ashy htswy willingly, 17 12 
Wille^ V wUl, desue, E 721 
Willing, 8 dosiie, E 319 
Willingly, adv of free will, E 362 
Wilnen, v» desire, A 2114 , Wilnest, 2 pr 
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8 desirest, A 1609 , Wilned, 1 pt 8 s 
1262, 1267 A S wtlman 
"Wilninge, s ■willing, wishing, B ^ p 11 
88, pi desires, B 3 p ii 175 
Wilow, 8 willow-tree, A 2922 
Wilto'w, 2 pr 8 wilt thou, A 1 1 s6 , wishest 
thou, B 2116 , wilt thou (go), 1 ) 1387 
■Wimpel, 8 wimplo, a covering tor the 
head, gathered round it, and pleated 
under the chin, A 

Wimpleth, pr s conceals (as "with a 
wimple), B 2 p 1 66 
Win das, $ windlass, F 184 
Winde, ger to turn, T 111 1341 , to re- 
volve, T 11 601 , to roam about, L 818 , 
Winde, V wind, entwine, T 111 1232 , 
intertwine, «; 671, pH, bond, T 1 237, 
bind with cloths, I S83 , twist and turn, 
G 980 , Winde, 2 pr 8 subj mayst go, 

T 111 1440 , Wond, 21^ s wound, went 
about, L 2233 

Windings, s twisting, I 417 
Wind-melle, 8 wmd-mill, HF 1280 
Windre, ger to trim, K 1020, pp 
trimmed, R 1018 Of O F qmqmer 
Windy, adj unstable as wind, B 2 p 8 
28 

Winged, provided with wings, A 
Winke, V winh, B 4496, nod F 348, 
remain awake, T 111 y Winke, i pr 
8 am asleep, 3 7 

Winne, ger to wm, gam, A 427 , to con- 
quer, F 214 , to get gam, C 461 , tt fio, 
to got away from, T v Wan, i 

pf 8 got, D 1477, •won, gained, A 442, 
989 , pt 8 used as pf J>1 F 1401 , Vv on- j 
nQWyPp won, A 877, 3^81 
Winning, 8 gam, profit, A 273, D 416 
Winsinge, pres pt wincing, startmg | 
aside, 1 e skittish, A 3263 
Winter, pi years, T 1 8n 
Wirche, v work, A 3430 , provide, E 1661 , 
give relief, A 2739, m pasme senses to 
bo made, HF 474 , ger to perform, A 
3308 , Wirk, imp s do, E 1483 
Wirdes, pi Fates, L 2380, Wierdes, T 
ill 617 

Wirk, imp 8 work, do, E 1483 
Wirkinge, $ efficiency, B 3 P n ^ 6 , 
actions, D 698 , calculation, F 1280 
Wis, adv certainly, verily, surely, T 11 
381, 474, 363 , A 2786, D 621 , 08 ms, as 
sure (as), T iv 1653 , assuredly, F 1470 
See Ywis 

Wisly, adv certainly, truH, \erily, A 
1863, 3994, 4162 

Wisse, V instruct, T 1 622 , inform, I) 
1415 , show, tell, D 1008 y 2 pr 8 suhj 


teach 3 74 , tmp s direct, guide, i 155. 
A S imssian 

Wissh, I pt 8 washed, R 96, 125 
j Wisslie, V wish, T 11 406 
Wist, -e , see Witen 
Wit, 8 reason, R 1533, understanding, B 
2702 , judgement, A 279 , mind, R 1694 , 
knowledge, mental power, R 401 , wis- 
dom, T iv 1508 , proof of mteUi^nce, 
E 439 , Wittes, pi senses, B 202 , wits, 
F 706 , opinions, F 203 
Witien, ger to know, to wit, T v 1324 , 
Wite, ger to know, 3 493 , to discover, 
I) 1430 , do you witCy make you know, 
inform you, T 11 1635 , Woot, 1 pr 8 
wot, know, A 389 , pr s knows, 2 30 , 
Wot, i pr 8 Jj 4, pr 8 knows, B 193 , 
Woost, 2 pr 8 knowest, T 1 633 , Wost, 
2 pr 8 B 342 , Wostow, thou knowest, 
A 2304 , Witen, 1 pr pi “wit, know, A 
1260 , Witen, 2 pr pi 1) 1890 , know ye, 
H I, 82 , Woot {itrongly used for Wite), 
2 pr pi know, A 740 , Wiste, 1 pt 8 
wist, knew, E 814, Wistest, 2 pt s 
knewest, A 1156, Wistestow, knewest 
thou, T 111 1644 , Wiste, pt 8 knew, 
R. 1344, Wist, pp known, B 1072, 
Witeth, imp pi know, T 1 687 A S 
vntan , pr t ivdt, tvast, udt, pi wtton , 
pt t wiste 

With, with, A 3, 10, &c , to hele with your 
hurtegy to heal your wounds with, F 471 
With-drow, 1 pt 8 subtracted, A, 11 45 
12 

Withholden,9cr to retain, 1 1041 , With- 
holde, pj) 1 ( tamed, B 2202 , detained, 
G 345, shut up, kept m conhnement, 
A 311 

Withinne-forth, adt withm, B 3 p 5. 
*4 

With-oute-forth, adv outwardly, I 172 
Withouten, prep besides, as well as, A 
461 , excepting, T 11 236 
Withseye, t contradict, gamsay, A 805, 
refuse, L 367 , renounce, G 437 
Withstonde, t withstand, oppose, B 
3110, ^\lthstonde, pp withstood, T i. 
233 

Wlting, 8 knov ledge, cognizance, A 
1611 

Witingly, adv knowingly, I 401 
Witnesfully, adv publicly, B 4 p 3 xi 
Witterly, adv plainly, tiuH, L 2606 
Wivere, s, wyvom, snake, T iix. loio 
O F vnvr€y lit Mper 

Wlatsom, adj disgusting, B 3814 , hein- 
ous, B 4243 

Wo, 8 woe, R 319 , we w too, I am sorry, 
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L 1985 , too loe'i e us, woe would be to 
us, E i^g 

Wo, adj unhappy, R 312 , sad, grieved, 

A 351 

Wodo, adj , see Wood, 

Wode-binde, s woodbine, honeysuclJe, 
A 1508 

Wodedowve, s wood-pigeon, B i960 
Wodewale, s the green woodpecker, 
Oectnus vzrtdia, E 914 
Wodnesse, s madness, T 111 794 
Wol, ipr 8 (I) will, A 42 , desire, E 646 , 
Wole, I jpr 8 am ready to, T 1 589 , 
Wolt, 2 pr 8 wilt, E 314 , Woltow, wilt 
thou, A 1544 , dost thou wish, I) 840 , 
Wol, pr 8 will, B 60, wills, desires, 
HF 002 , wishes for, T 11 396 , wishes 
(to go), will go, L 1191 , permits, H 28 , 
Wole, will go, L) 333 , tool adoun, is about 
to set, I 72 , Wol j e so, if you so wish it, 
E 2264 , Wil ye, wish ye, F 378 , Woln, 
pr pi will, wish (to have), A 2121 , Wol- 
len, pr pi will, B 2561 , Wolde, i pt 9 
desired, 6 48 , should like, B 1637 > 

Woldestow, if thou wouldst, L 760 , 
wouldst thou, B 4336 , Wolde, 8 
vould, A 144, would like to, B 1182, 
wished, It 952, required, F 377, would 
go, would turn, F 496, wished to, 4 
124, T 11 314, Wolde unto, would 
go to, B 3786 , god ztolde, oh ’ that God 
would grant, 3 665 , uolcU god, oh ’ that 
God would be pleased, I) 1103, Wolde 
whoso nolde, 1 e whoever would or 
would not, T 1 77 , Wold, p2) desired, 
18 II , willed, B 2190, 2613 
Wolde, 8 dat possession, 11 431 
Wolle, 8 wool, L 1791 
Woln, Woltow, see Wol 
Wombe, 8 belly, A 4290 , womb, E 2414 , 
the aepression in the front ot an astro- 
labe, A 1 3 3 

Wombe-side, the front of the astro- 
labe, A 1 6 10 

W ommanhede, s womanhood, B 851 
Wondjjpf 8 ofWinJc 
Wonde, v desist, L 1187 
Wonder, adj wonderful, wondrous, 
strange, T 1 419 

Wonder, adv wondrously, Jl 242 
Wonderly, adv wondrously, A 84 
Wonder-most, adj 8 vp most wonderful, 
HF 2039 

Wonders, adv wondrously, K 27 
Wone (wTino), a custom, usage, wont, 
T 11. 318 , HP 76 

Wone, V dwell, inhabit, G 332 , Woneth, 
pr a dwells, lives, 1 ) 1573, Wonedon, 


pt pi dwelt, A 2927 , Woned, pp dwelt, 
T 1 276, wont, accustomed, T 11 400, 

V 277 

Wones (w6onez), pi places of retreat, 
hence, range of buildings, D 2105 See 

Woon 

Wonger, » pillow, B 2102 
Woning, 8 habitation, house, A 606 
Wonne, -n , see Winne 
Wood, (w66d), a woad, 9 17 
Wood, (w66d), adj mad, A 184, 382, 636, 
mad with anger, D 313, foi uood, as 
being mad, madl\, furiously, L 2420, 
for pure wood, for very rage, R 276 , 
ten so wood, ten times as fierce, L 736 , 
Wode, def adj mad, T 11 1333 
Woodeth, pr s rages, G 467 
Woodly, adv madly, A 1301 
Woodnesse, s madness, lage, A 2011, 
34 S 2 

Woon (w6on), s resource, T iv 1181, 
plenty, abundance, L 1652 , number, 
L 2161, retreat, secure place, HF 1166, 
of sonve woon, abundance of sorrow, 3 
475 1 Wones, pi places of retreat, range 
ot buildings, D 2103 
Woost, Woot , see Wite 
Wopen,j)p o/Wepe 
Worcher, a worker, maker, 4 261 
Worcheth, pr a works, 3 813 
Word, 8 word, A 304, good woid, ap- 
proval, T V 1081, w hy w , word by 
word, I) 2244, at sliorte worde^ biioflj, 
in a word, L 2462 , hadde the wordes, 
was spokesman, I 67 

Word and ende (for Ord and ende), 
beginning and end, T 11 1495, 111 702, 

V 1669 , B 3911 

Worm foul, s birds which oat worms, 
5 505 

Wort, 8 unfermonted beer, wort, G 813 
Wortes, pi hcibs, B 4411, E 226 
Worthen, v be, dwell, T v 329, to 
become, 4 248 , Worth, pr a is, (or, as 
fut ) shall be , (hence) Wo worih, it is 
woe to, it shall bo woo to, it is ill for, 
it shall bo ill for, T 11 344 , Wei worth 
of dremes ay thiso olde wyves, it is 
well for these old wives as regoids 
dreams, 1 0 dreams are all very well 
for old women, T v 379 , Wei worth 
[not worthe] of this thing greto clerkes, 
it IS well for groat writers as legards 
this thing, 1 e this tiling is all veiy 
well for great writers, HF 33 , Worth 
upon, gets upon, B 1941 , Worth up, 
get up on, mount, T u 10 ii 
Wost, Wostow, Wot, SCO Wite 
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Wouke, s week, T iv 1278, v 492 
Wounde, s wound, i 79 , plague (Lat 
plaga\ I 593 , Woundes of Egipte, pi 
plagues of Egypt (unlucky days so 
called), 3 1207 

Wowe, ger to woo, T v 1091 
Wowing, 8 wooing, L i5';3 
Woxen,^jp o/Wexe 
Wrak, 8 wreck, B «^i3 
Wrak, 9 avfiiged, T v 1468 
Wrang, adv wiongly, amiss (Northern), 
A 42^2 

Wrastlen, t> 'wTcstlo, B 34556 
Wrathen, ger to rendci angr^, T 111 

174 

Wraw, adj angr'v , H 46 , Wiawe, pee\i3h, 
fretful, I 677 

Wrawnesse, 8 pee\islinoss, fretfulness, 
I 680 

W^recche, s soirowful creature, A 931 , 
wretched man, T 1 708 
Wrecche, adj wretched, F 1020 
Wreochednesse, 5 misery, B 3^40, moan 
act, F 132^ , foll^ , 431 , misoi ible per- 
formance, F 1-71 , mi'^erahlo fire, H 
171 

Wreche, 3 vengeance, T v 890, 896 
Wreek, tmper a of Wieke 
Wreen, -y covei, clothe, R 36, Wroigh, 
pi 8 covered, hid, T 111 1036 
Wreke, (wrfeke), t wieak, a\cnge, C 837 , 
pi 8 8 ubj avenge, L 2340, 2^1? pi b’ 
454 , Wrak, pt 3 T \ 146s , Wreken, 

pp revenged, F 784 , Wiokcn,i)p T 1 
88 

Wreker, s a\enger, 3 3 ^>i 
Wrenches, a pL fiauds, stiatagems, 
tricks, Cr 1081 

Wreste, v constrain, force, T n 1427 
Wreye, v bevsray, reveal, A 3503 
Wrighte, 8 workman, A O14 
Wnnge, v squeeze, force a way, HF 
2110, wring, HF 299, Wrong, pt 8 
wrung, pinched, D 492 
Writ, 8 scripture, A 7^9 
Writ, -e, -en , see Wryte 
Wroght, -e , see Werche 
Wroken, pp 0/ Wreke 
Wrong, 8 , had ttrong, was wrong, 3 
1282 

Wrong, adv astray, A 1267 
Wrooth (wrooth), adj wioth, angij, 3 

S13, 519 

Wrot, pf 8 wrote, T 1 655 
Wroteth, pr a tears with the snout, 
buries the snout, pokes about, I 137 
Wrye, ger to hide, T 111 i3f9, to dis- 
guise, T 1 329 , 17 covei , E 887 


Wrye, v reveal, discover, flood with 
light, 4 91 Variant of Wreye, q ^ 
[It might be better to read wreye^ and 
deye in 1 90 ] 

Wryen, v turn aside, 3 627 , ger to turn, 
go, T 11 906 , pt 8 bent, A 3283 
Wryte, v write, A 96 , Writ, pr s 
writoth, writes, T 1 394 , Wroot, pt a 
B723, Wrot, T 1 633, Writen, pt pi 
wnrote, HP 1304, Write, i p^ 8 subj 
were to wiito, B 3843, Writen, pp 
written, 2 43 

Wrythe, ger to turn aside, T iv 9 , to 
wriggle out, T iv 986 , Wrytheth, pi 
8 writhes out, throws forth wreaths of 
smoke (Lat torqiitt), B i m 4 10, 

Wrjthjp/ 8 wiithes, wreathes, T in 
1231 

Wyd, adj wide, A 491 
Wyde, adi widelv, far, T 1 629 
"Wyde-where, fai and wide, eveiywhere, 
B 136 

Wyf, s woman, C 71 , wife, 3 1082 , mis- 
tress of a household, 0- 1013, to n , for 
wife, A i860 , Wyves, p 2 women, wives, 
L 484 

Wyfhood, 8 womanhood, B 76 

Wyflees, adj wifeless, E 1236 

Wyfly, adi womanly, wife-hke, L 1737 

Wyke, 8 wtek, T 11 4^0, 1273 

Wyle, 8 wile, plot, T m 1077 subtlety, 

215 

Wyn, 8 wine, 334. ape, H 44, 
wine whic li made i man bch iv e like an 
ape (so also lion nine, jiig-utne, sheej)^ 
mine) 

Wynt, p? 8 turns, directs, L 85 , Wond, 
pf 8 wound, L 2253 
Wyr, s bit, L 1203 

Wys, adj wise, prudent, A 68 , to make 
it my% to make it a subject lor delibera- 
tion, to hesitate, A 783 
Wyse, 8 way, manner, L 20 
Wyser, adj wisei, one wiser than you, 
L 2634 

Wyte, 8 blame, reproach, G 93^ , yo\o to 
wyte, for a blame to you, 1 e laid to 
your chaige, E 1541 

Wyte, gei to blame, T 1 823 (under- 
stand IS betoio nought), Wyten, v 
accuse, I 1016 

Y 

Y-, a prefix used especially with the pp , 
like the A S ge- and Q gw- See below 
It also occurs in the infinitive, as m 
y-Jinde, y-heie^ y-knowcy ysee, y-thee^ 
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It also occurs in the adjective ysene 
For further information, see under the 
lorms ot the infinitive mood , e g foi 
the mfin of y-hake, see Bake 
Yaf , pt 8 of\o\e, to gi\e 
Yald, 8 o/ Yelden, to yield 
Yare, adj ready, L 2270 
Yate, 8 gate, T 11 617 
Yave , see Yeve 
Y-bake, pp baked, L yoQ 
Y-banisht, pp banished, L 1^3 
Y-barred, pp barred, E 480 
Y-batbed, pp bathed, T i\ 81^ 
Y-bedded, pp put to bed, T v 346 
Y-been, pp been, B 4487 
Y-bencbed, pp furnished vith benches, 
L 98 a 

Y-beten, pp beaten, T 1 741 , beaten, 
forged, A ^102, formed in beaten gold, 
A 979 , struck, coined, L 1122 
Y-blent, pp blinded, E 1610, A 3808, 
deceived, 3 647 

Y-blessed, pp blessed, B 4638 
Y-bleynt, pp blenchtd, turned aside, 
A 3753 

Y-blowe, 7:)p blown, T 1 3S4 
Y-boren, pp bom, C 704, L 626 , Y-bore, 
bom, E 138, borne, carried, T v 1650, 
moved, P 326 

Y-bought, pp bought, T 1 810 
Y-bonnden, pp bound, 3 268 
Y-bowed, pp diverted, B 4 p 6 170 
Y-brend, pp burnt, G 318, Y-brent, 
HP 940 

Y-broght, pp brought, L 938 
Y-brouded, pp embroidered, L 139 a 
Cf A. S brogden, pp of hregdan 
Y-caught, pp fixed, 3 838 
Y-ebaped, pp furnished with chapes or 
metal caps (which were placed at the 
end of the sheath), A 366 
Y-cbeyned, pp chained, 17 14 
Y-clad, pp clad, clothed, E 890 
Y-clawed, pp clawed, tom, 1) 1731 
Y-clencbed, pp clinched, riveted, A 
1991 

Y-cleped, pp called, A 410, 867, G 129, 
H 2 , mvoked, T iv 504 , summoned, 
B 2435, named, A 3313 , Y-clcpt, called, 
A 376 

Y-comen, pp come, HP 1074 , yrome 
aboute, come about, passed, B 3364 
Y-corouned, pp crowned, L 210 
Y-oorumped, pp corrupted, B 3 p 2 28 
Y-corven, pp cut, G 333 , Y corve, A 
2013 See Ilerve 

Y-coupled, pp coupled, wedded, E 1219 
Y-ooyned, pp coined, C 770 


Y-crased, pp cracked, broken, 3 324. 
Y-cristned, pp baptized, B 240. 
Y-crowe, pp crowed, A 3337 
Y-dampned, pp condemned, L 2030 
Y-darted, pp pierced with a dart, T iv 
240 

Ydel, adj idle, empty, vain, B 2778, tn 
ydel, in vain, B 2494, P 867 
Y-digbt, pp decked, A 3205 
Ydolastre, s idolater, B 3377 
Ydole, 8 idol 3 626 

Y-doon, pp done, B 4610, o\er, E 
1894 

Y-drad, pp dreaded, T in 1773 
Y-drawe, pp drawn, A 396, 944 
Y-dressed, pp dressed, arranged, set, 
E 381 

Y-dronke, pp dmnk, B 2601 
Y-dropped, pp bedroi)ped, covered with 
drops, A 2884 

Ye, 8 030, E 296, at at eye, to sight, 
evidently, G 964, 1039 , Saugh with ye, 
I)erceived, A 3415, Yin, j)l eyne, eyes, 
B 3260, 3392 

Ye, adv yea, verily, T 1 3^4 
Yeddinges, pi songb, A .^7 
Yede, p< 8 walked, went, G 1141, 1281 
A S eode 

Yeer, s year, A 347, YevG^inplir many 
a yere), B 132 , Yeros ende, year’s end, 
1 ) 916 , Yeer by yere, year after year, 
B 1688 , Fro veer to yere, 5 321 , Yeer, 
{archaic) pi A 82, Yeics, {new) pi B 
463 

Yef, imp 8 give, T v ^08 
Yeftes, pZ gifts, T iv 302 
Yelden, ger to yield up, I) 912 , to yield 
to, pay, D 1811 , Yelt, pr 8 yields, T 1 
385 , Yelde, pr s 8 ubj requite, D 1772, 
2177 , Yald, pf 8 afforded, B 4 m 7 25 , 
Yeld, imp 8 restore, C 189, Yolden, 
pp yielded, T 1 801 , submissive, T 
111, 96, Yeldmge, pres pt giving, B 

2994 

Yeldhalle, s guild-hall, A 370 
Yelding, 8 produce, lit ‘yielding,* A 
396 

Yelleden, pi 5 pi yelled, B 4379 
Yelpe, ger to boast, A 2238 , pr pi prate, 
T 111 307 

Yelwe, adj yellow, E 310 
Yemau, s yeoman, A loi 
Yemanly, adv in a yoomanliko manner, 
A 106 

Yen Y6n, pi eyeSf see Ye 
Y-ended, pp ended, R 1313 
Yerd, 8 yard, garden, E 492 
Yerde, a rod, stick, T 1 257, 740 , switch, 
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A 149, rod, ‘caduceus,’ A 1387, yard 
(m length), A 1050 , correction, E 22 
Yerne, odj eager, brisk, lively, A 329JV 
Yeme, adv eagerly, soon, D 993 , briskly, 
quickly, gliblj ,5 3 , C 398 , 09 2/ , very 
soon, HF 910 

Yerne, ger to yearn for, to be longed 
for, T IV 198 , r desire, T 111 132 
Yeten (yt^ten), v pour, shed, B i m 7 i 
A S ff cotan 

Yeve, V give, A 232 , Ye vest, 2 pr s 
givest, F 1033 , Yeveth, pr 8 E 93 , 
Yeve, pi s suhj may (he) give, E 30, 
Yaf, i jtf s gave, E 861, Ya\en, pi 
G415, Yevdi, pt pi 8ubj would give, 
HF 1708, Ycvoii pp given, A 1086, 
devoted, 7 111 
Yeveres, givtrs, I 791 
Yeving, 8 giving, 18 37, what one gives, 
4 530 

Yexeth, jpr s hiccoughs, A 4131 
Y fallen, pp fallen, B 3106 , happened, 
G 1043 , having befallen, C 496 

Y-fare, pp gone, T 111 377 
Y-felawshiped, pp made companions, 
B 2 p 6 91 

Y-fere, together, B 394, E 1113, G 380 Cf 
Infere 

Y-fet, pp fetched, F 174, G ni6 
Y-fetered, pp fettered, A 1229 
Y-fethered, pp feathered, R 931 
Y-feyned, pp feigned, invented, L 
327 a , evaded, E 329 
Y-flcched, pp fixed, B 4 p6 123 
Y-finde, v find, F 470 , 'i-founde, pp L 
1668 

Y-flit, pp moved, whiiled along, B i m 
2 14 

Y-folowed,pp followed, 3 390 
Y“forged, pp made, A 3239 
Y-formed, pp created, HF 490 
Y“fostred, pp fostered, sustained, E 213 , 
brought up, A 3946 
Y-founde, P2) found, A 1211, 3314 
Y-founded, 2>P set on a foundation, 3 
231 , based, 3. 922 

Yfreten, jjp eaten, dovouied, L 1951 
Y-fronneed, adj wrinkled, R 133 
Y-ftrned, adj refinod, delicately formed, 
R 1696 

Y-fyred, pp fired, L 1013 
Y-gerdoned, 2>p rowaided, B 5 p 3 
182 

y“geten,pp gotten, procured, A 35O4 
Y-glased, pp glazed, 3 323 
Y-gl0wed,pp fixed tight, F 182 
Y-glosed, pp flattered, H 34. 
Y-goon,pp gone, L 2206, 2213 


Y-graunted, pp granted, C 388 
Y-grave, pp dug up, cut, L 204 , dug 
out, 3 164 , engraved, graven, A 3796 , 
buned, D 496 

Y-greved, pp harmed, A 4181 
Y-grounde, pp ground, A 3991 , sharp- 
ened, pointed, A 2549 
Y-grounded, pp grounded, 3 921 
Y-growen, pp grown, A 3973 

Y halwed, pp consecrated, L 1871 
Y-harded, pp hardened, F 245 
Y-hated, pp hated, HF 200 
Y-hent, jyp seized, caught, C 868 
Y-herd, pp as adj covered with hair, 

A 3738 

Y-here, v hear, T i\ 1313 
Y-heried, pp praised, T 11 973. 
Y-hevied, JP weighed down, B 5 m 5 
26 

Y-hid, pp hid, G 317 

Y hight, pp called, T \ 341 
Y-holde, pp esteemed to be, A 2374 , 

celebrated, A 2958 , considered, C 602 , 
indebted, L 1954 , continued, E 1932 , 
restrained, HP 1286 

Y hurt, pp hurt, A 2709 
Y-japed, pp jested, T 1 318. 

Yrf, conj if, L 2059, 2312 
Yif, imp 8 give , see Yive 
Yiffc, 8 gift, 3 247, 693, 1270 

Yilden, gei to repay, B 3 p 1 14 , 

Yildeth, p? 8 yields, produces, B 4. 
m 0 31 See Yelden 
Y-joigned, pp jomod, B 2 p 6 93. 

Yis, yes, li 317 
Yisterday, yesterday, R 1040 
Yit, yet, L 4, loO 

Yive, ger to give, A 223, \ivoth, pr s 
gives, 18 38 , p/ 8ubj may (he) give, 
3 683, Yiven,pp given, granted, 3 765 
Yiver, 8 giver, L 2228 
Y-kempt, pp combed, A 4369, 

Y-kist, pp Itissod, T IV 1689 
Y-kneled, pp kneeled, L 12^2 
Y-knet, pp knotted, tightly bound, T 
111 1734 , Y-knit, joined, 6 32 
Y-knowe, t know, F 887 , recognize, 
HF 1336, discern, D 1370, pp knowm, 
3 39^ 

Y-korven, pp cut, B 1801 
Y-koud, P2) known well, 3 666. 

Y-lad, pp earned (in a cart), A 33a 
Y-laft, pp left, A 2746 , left behind, 
F 1128 

Y-laid,pp laid, L 2x41 
Y lam,pp lam, i*emamed, L 2410 
Yle, 8 isle, island, HF 416, 440, region, 
province, L 1425. 
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Y-lent, pp lent, 0- 1406 
Y-lered, educated, T 1 976 
Y-let, pp hindered, obstructed, B 5 
P4 34 

Y-leten, pp left, allowed, B 4 p 4 
308 

Y-leyd, pp laid, A ^s;68 
Y-liclie, adj alike, similar, L ^8 q 
Y- liche, adv alike, equally, A 25^6 
Y-lissed, jtp eased, T 1 1089 
Y-lived, pp 111 ed, T v 9^3 
Y-logged, pp lodged, B 4181 
Y-loren, pp lost, L 26, \-loi*n,pp lost, 
T IV 12<0 

Y-lost, pp lost, HF 183 
Y-loved, pp loved, T 1 «;94 
Y-lyk, adj bke, A S92 , ilike, A 2734 , 
Y-lvke, like, A 15^9 
Y-lyke, adv alike, equall\ L 731 
Y-lymed, j)p caught (as birds with bird- 
lime), D 934 

Y-maad, pp made, caused, HF 691 
Ymag 4 ries, pi carved work, HF 1190, 

1304 

Ymagined, pp considcied, intention il, 
I 448 

Y-maked, pp made, L 122, 2-2 
Y-marked, pp set down, m u Led out, 
planned, HF 1103 

Y-masked, pp enmeshed, T 111 1734 
Y-medled, pp mingled, T 111 81 s 
Y-mel, prep among (Northern), A 4171 
Y-ment, pp intended, HF 1742 
Y-met, pp met, A 2624 , Y-metto, as pi 
adj met, B ms 

Y-meynd, pp mixed, mingled, A 2170 
Y-moeved, 2>p moved, B 4 m 6 7 
Ympue, s lyric poem (lit h^mn), L 
422 

Y-mused, pp mused, reflected, HF 
1287 

Y-nempned, pp named, I S98 
Y-nogh, adj enough, sufficient, A 373, 
3149, Y-now, G ioi8, Y-nowe, pif 5 

2^3 

Y-nogh, adi enough, siifficientlj, 6 13 
Y-nough, R 247 

Y-nome, pp caught, overcome, T 1 242 , 
taken, L 2343 

Y-norisshed, pp educated, T v 821 
Y-offred, pp offered, dedicated, L 93. 
Yok, 8 yoke, E 113, 128s 
Yolde, -n , see Yelden 
YoUe, pr pi cry aloud, A 2672 
Yomanrye, a yeomanry, A 3949 
Yon, adj yon, A 4178 
Yond, adv yonder A ick)9 
Yong, adj young, A 79 


Yonghede, s dot youth, R 3?! 

Yore, adv formerly, of old, B 174, 272, 
for a long time, a long while, A 1813 , 
long ago, long, i 150, yore agon, long 
ago, 517, yore ago, A 3437 , f^ly or^ 
long ago, 7 243, 346 , oftyme y , of old 
time, F 963 

Youling, 8 lond lamentation, A 12^8 
Y-painted, pp painted, R 892 
Y-passed, pp passed, R 380 , past, 
E 1892 

Y-payed, pp paid, A 1802 
Y-piked, pp picked over, G 941 
Y-plesed, pp pleased, D 930 
Y-pleyned, pp complained, T iv 168S 
Y-pleynted, pp full of complaint, T ^ 

1507 

Y-plounged, pp plunged, sunk, B 3 
p II 122 

Y-plyted, pp pleated, gathered, B i 
P 2 31 

Ypocras, Jiippociates, hence a kind of 
coidial, C 306 

Ypocryte, s hypocrite, F 314 
Y-portreyd, pp covered with pietuios, 
R 897 

Y-porveyed, pp foreseen, B 5 p 3 43 
Y-prayed, pp iii\ited, F 269 
Y-preised, pp pi used, HF i‘;77 
Y-preved, pp p^o^od (to be), A 483 
Y-pulled, pp plucked, 1 e with super- 
fluous bans plucked out, A 3243 
Y-purveyed, pp foreseen, B 3 p 3 88, 
Y-queynt, pp quenched, A 3754 
Y-quiked, pp kindled, I 3^6 
Y-quit, pp quit, acquitted, F 673 
Y-raft, pp bereft, snatched awaj , A 2013 , 
left, robbed, Ij. 1372 
Yre, s ire, anger, \exation, i 30 
Y-red, pp load, T iv 
Y-reke, pp raked togetliei, A 3882 
Y-rekened, pp accounted, D 367 , taken 
into account, F 427 
Yren, s iron, R 1184 
Yren, adj iron, G 739 
Y-rent, pp taken, T ^ 1654 , torn, B 

844 

Y-ronge, pp rung, told loudlj, HF 
1633 

Y-ronne, pp run, A 8, 3893 , contiimod, 
L 1943 , lun together, A 2693 , intoi- 
laced, R 1396, clustered, A 2163 
Y-rouned, pp whispered, HF 2107 
Y-satled, pp settled, E 2405 
Y-sayd, pp said, 3 270 
Y-soalded, pp scalded, A 2020 
Y-schette, pp pi shut, B 560 
Yse, 8 ice, HF 1130 
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Y-see, V 1)61101(1, T 11 354 , imp 8 see, 
look, T 11 1253 , Y-seyn, pp seen, L 
2076 

Y sene, adj visible, A ‘592, 996, manl- 

iest, T IV 1607 , L 1394 A S geaeTie^ 
(fcsyne 

Y-set, pp set, A 4337 , placed, 3 149 , set 
down, F 173 , seated, 0 392 , appointed, 
A 1633, planted, R O04 
Y-seye, jjp seen, HF 1367 , Y-seyn, T v 
448 

Y-seyled, pp sailed, B 4289 
Y-shad, scattered (Ldt »pars(w), B 3 
m 2 33 

Y-8haken,pi> quivering, sparkling, B i 
m 3 17 

Y shamed, pp put to shame, HF 356 

Y shapen, {strong) pp shaped, prcpaied, 
B 3420, provided, A 4179, contrived, 
G 1080 , Y shaijed, {loea! ) pp prepared, 
T m 1240 

Y shave, shaven, A 690 
Y-shent, pp put to sliame, severely 

blamed, D 1312 

Y shette,pp pi shut, B 21^9 
Y-shewed, pp shown, T v 1-31, made 

manifest, 4 18 1 
Y-shore,pp shorn, T iv 9(^6 
Y-shove,pp borne about, L 726 
Y-slayn, pp slam, HF 139, Y-slawe, 
B 484 

Y smite, pp smitten, wounucv B 3 
m 7 7 

Y-songe, pp sung, iJ 172O , Y songen, 
L. 270 

Y-sought, pp sought, T 111 1317 

Y sounded, pp sunk, T n 335 
Y-sowen, pp sown, HF 1488 
Y-sped, pp sped, A 4220 
Y-spended, pp spent, B 5 p4 13 
Y-sprad, pp spread, B 1044 , Y-spred, 

A 4140 

Y-spreynd, pp sprinkled, A 2109 
Y-spronge,pp sprung, shot out, R 718, 
divulged, HF 2081 
Y-stalled, pp installed, HF 1364 
Y-stiked, pp stuck, A 13C5, stabbed, 
F 1476 

Y-stint, pp stopped, D 390 
Y-stonde, pp stood, been, T \ 1612 
Y-stonge,pp stung, C 333 
Y-storve,pp dead, A 2014 
Y-strawed,pp bestrewn, 3 629 
Y-strike,pp struck, ii 34 
Y-suflfred, pp suffered, T v 415 
Y-sweped,pp swept, G 938 
Y-sworn, pp swoin, 1132, sworn (to 
do it), T V 283 


Y-swowned, pp swowned, L 1342 
Y-take, pp caught, B 5514, taken, L. 
617 

Y thanked, pp thanked, D 2118 

Y thee, v thrive, T iv 439 

Y thewed, pp disposeii , tuel y-thewed^ 
well-conducted, 5 47 , R i<x)8 

Y-thonked, pp thanked, T iv 2 
Y-throngen, pp confined, B 2 p 7 ^3 
Y-throwe, pp thrown, T iv 6 , cast out, 

2 89 

Y-told, pp told, A 3109 
Y-torned, pp turned, B 4 m 3 i 
Y-tra vailed, pp laboured, with difficulty, 
B 5 P ^ 45 

Y-trespassed, pp sinned, B 2609 

Y tressed, pp plaited in tresses, T v 
810 

Y-treted, pp discussed, B4 p i 70 
Y-tukked, pp tucked up, L 982 
Y-turned, pp turned, A 1238, 2062 
Y-twinned, pp parted, T iv 788 
Yve, B 4156 , see Erbe 
Yvel, adj ill, evil, T 11 icxn 
Yvel, adv ill, R 213, 1067 
Yveles, 8 pi evils, B 261 S 
Yvory, s ivory, B 2066, Yvoue, 3 
946 

Y-voyded, pp remo\cd, F 1139 
Y-war, adj aware, T 11 398 
Y-warned, pp warned, B 4422 
Y-waxen, p2> grown, become, T v 275 , 
Y-waxe, 3 1273 

Y-wedded, pp wedded, L 1 179 
Y-went, pp gone, HF 976 
Y-went, pp weened, imagined, T v 
444 

Y-wet, pp wetted, A 4133 
Y-whet, pp whetted, 7 212 
Y-wimpled, pp prov idl'd with a wimple, 
A 470 , covered with a wimple, L 
797 

Y-wis, adt certainly, tiu^j, \cr1l3, R. 

Y-wist, pp known, B 5 p 3 36 
Y-wonne, pp gained, T iv 1315 , won, 
D 2293, ai rived, L 2427 
Y-worthe pp become, 3 379 
Y-woundo, ip wound, covered up, 
12 18 

Y-woven, pp woven, completed, L. 
236a 

Y-woxen, pp giown, E 1462 
Y-writen, pp written, 5 124, 14 1 
Y-writhen, pp wreathed, wiappcd 
round, R 160, 

Y-WTOght, pp made, A 196, B 2054, 
shaped, L 1173 , depicted, 3 327, oma- 
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mented, E 897 , Y-wroglite, pp pi 
fashioned, 5 123. 

Y-wroken, avenged, 1 6 20, Y-wroke, 
wreaked, T v 589 
Y-wronge, foiced, L. 25-7 
Y-wryen,jpi) hidden, T 111 14^1 , covered, 
A 2904. 

Y-yeve, pp given, T lu 1376, Y-yive, 
T. 111. 1611 


Z 

Zeles, pi zeal, T v i8';9 
jiodia, 8 pi beasts, A 1 21 61 
Zodiac, s z6diac,A pr 109 An imaginary 
belt in the heavens, ot the breadth of 
12'’, along the middle of which runs 
the ecliptic The Astrolab e only showed 
the northum half of this belt 



GLOSSARY TO FRAGMENTS B AND C OF 
THE ROMAUNT OF THE ROSE 


FRAGMENT B -.r 11 . 1706-5810 
FRAGMENT C = 11 


The following Glossary (which includes proper names) is separated from the preceding because 
F'ragments B and 0 of the Komaunt are not by Chaucer 
Fragment B abounds in Northern words and forms Words in Fragment C have *C ’ prefixed 
to the number of the line 


A, t (to) have, 4322 

Abandoun tn abandoun^ fullj , without 
stmt, 2342 

Abawed, pp amazed, 3646 , Abawid, 
4041 

Abaysshed, pp cast down, 3370 
Abey, v {for Abeye), sufior (lor it), pay 
(for it), C 6713 See Abye 
Abiding, 8 delay, 2222 
Abit, 8 habit, dress, religious dress, 4914 
Abit, Abood , see Abyde 
Abood, 8 delay, O 7697 
Aboven, adv m luck, 4352 
Abraide, v start up, break forth, 51^6, 
Abraid, 1 pt 8 awoke, 180C , Abreyde, 
pt 8 broke out, 3967 
Abrede, adv abroad 2563 
Absente, pr s subj abstain, refrain, 
49 ” 

Abstmence-Streyned, 1 e Constrained 
Abstinence (personified), C 6341, 7366 
Abyde, ger to await, 4910 , v expect, 
«!:329 , watch for, 4913 , Abit, pr 8 
dwells, 4977, 4989 , stays, 5012 , Abood, 
1 pt 8 endured, waited, 3694 
Abye, v pay for, C 5888, 5976 , Abyeth, 
pr 8 C 7642 

Accord, 1 pr 8 agree to, 2083 , Accorded, 
pt pi agreed, C 5815, pp reconciled, 
O5846 


A-cold, adj cold, chilly, 2658 
Acoye, v quiet, allay, 3564 
Acqnyte, t defray the expense, pay for, 
C 6742 

Ado (for at do), to do, so8o 
A-fere, adv on fire, 4073 
Afered, pip afraid, 3604 
Affray, s terror, 3866 , fear, 2034, 
Affrayed, jpp frightened, 3113, 

AftyCj V trust, 315^ 

Aforn, adi formerly, 39«;2 
Aftir, prep according to, 225', 

Afyne, adv completely, 369a 
Agast, adj afraid, C 6106 
Ageyn-coming, 8 returning, 2518 
Ageyns, pr^ m comparison with, 5536 
Agilte, pr 0 sinned against, offended, 
0 5833, 6784 , Agiltest, apt 8 C 757a 
Ago,i>p gone, 2932 
A-gree, adv in good part, 4349 
A-greef, adv in bad part , take not agreef^ 
take it not amiss, C 7573 
Aken, v ache, C 6^ 

Al, conj although, 1754 
Al-day, adv continually, 2484 
Alder, ad^ gen pi of (us) jjl, C 6948 
Alderfirst,, adv first of all, C 730^ 
Alegged, ]gt pi alleviated, 1768 See 
Allege. 

Aleggement, 0 alleviation, 1890, 1923. 

pf 
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ate, adt alway, always, 5157, C 7477? 
any rate, C 7152 

3ge, V exempt (lit alleviate), C 6626 , 
lleggithjpr s alleviates, 2588 
sgeaunoe, s alleviation, 1871 
owe, V approve of, value, 5186 
lesse, 8 alms, C 6624 
only, adv alone, C <^810 
eed, pp noted, tamed, 2^ 
out, adv altogether, 2101, 2935 
outerly, adv utterly, C 6^02, 7663 
we, V accept, appro\e of, 5i7t? 

0, conj as, G 6767 

ende, v advance, succeed, C 5876 
ong, adv sometimes 2325, ^241, 3304 
curettes, s pi sweethearts, 4733 
yas, a curious error , for At Myas, 
e at Meaux, 3826 F text, a 3Iiau8 

1, conj if, 2051, 4441 

jer, 8 pain, anguish, 1877 , Angres, 
' torments, 2554, 3789 
ferly, adv cruelly, 3511 
gre, ger to \ex, 3526 
gry, adj cruel, 2628, 3265 
guissous, adj anxious, 175s 
ker, 8 an anchoress, a female recluse 
lut up either in a cell attached to 
church, or living under a religious 
lie m her own house, C 6348 
on-right, adv straightway, 1778 
>y, 8 discomfort, pain, vexation, 1919, 
99, 4404 

oynt, jpp anointed, 1888 
iired, pt 8 injured, C 7^22 
vyed^pp satisfied, 2854, ‘)63r 
jrceyved, 8 perceived, 06312 
jroeyving, 8 perception, C 6318 
»rt, adj open, obvious, C 6621 
>stlis newe, 1 e the preaching friars, 
6270 

;>arence, 8 mere outward appearance, 
50 , evidence, 0 7660 
;>arent, adg distinct, 2583 
;>ert, adj open, C 6150 See Apert 
?ose, V oppose, C 65S5, 7*46 F text, 

H)8eT 

ueynt, jpp acquainted, 3080 

leyn table, culj affable, 2213 

ce, V pull out, 1752 

daaters,«p/ men with crossbows, 4 196 

isdneth, pr 8 reasons with, argues, 

6220 

«t, 8 rest (for a spear), C 7561 

tte, V impute, 3327 

yse, V raise up, 4361 , rouse, 0 7159 

Dwe, adVi in a row, C 7606 

ape, V escape, get out of the difficulty, 

65»S 


Asker, 8 one who begs, C 6674 
A-slope, adv aside, awry, 4464 
Assay, 8 attempt, 3449 , quality, temper, 
4350 

Assayed, pp tried, proved, 2688 
Asseth, a sufficiency, 5600 
Assoile, V absolve, C 6364 , pp explaineti, 
C 6 < 5‘>7 

Assoiling, 8 absolving, C 6412 
Assured, pp secured, 4309 
Astat, ^ state, plight, 2416, Astate, con- 
dition, 4672, C 6836 
Astoned, pp astonished, 38«)9 
A-suudir, adv diversely, 4477 
A-swone, in a swoon, 1736 
At, prep at the hands of, from, C 6870, 
At al, at all points, <5249 , at leeste uay^ 
at least, C5827 , at wordia fewe, in a few 
words, briefly, 2129 

Attendith, pr s attaches itself, ai>per- 
tains, <>309 

Attour, 8 array, 3718 
Augustins, 8 pi Austin Friars, C 7461 
Aumenere, s purse for alms, 2271 
Auutre, v oefl venture, 2495 
Avale, v descend, 1S03 
Avaunced,pp promoted, €6951 , helped, 
3468 

Avaunt, adv in advance, forward, 3959, 
4790 

Avaunt, v refl boast, 4788 
Avauntage, s profit, 3808 
Avenaunt, adj becoming, seemly, 2058, 
pleasant, 3679 , condescending, 4622 
Aventure, 8 chance, fortune, fate, 2118, 
4376 , case, C 7308 
Avouteryo, s adultery, 4954 
Avysed, 1 pt 8 reji , Avysed me, applied 
myself, 1807 

Awayte, 8 ambush, 4497 
Awayted, pp watched , aivayted with 
watched by, 3066 
A^e, V ask, C 6359 
Ayeines, prep against, 0 7178 

B 

Bacbilere, 8 young kniglit, 2828 
Bagge, 8 purse, C 0834 
Baillye, 8 custody, jurisdiction, 4'«i7» 
enclosure, 0 7374 
Balaunoe, 8 suspense, 4667 
Balls, 8 pi troubles, sorrows, 4441 
Bane, 8 death, 4491 
Baren, pt pi bare, C 6243 
Baronage, 8 the assembly of barons, 
C 5812 

Bataile, s host, 0 5849 » Pl battalions, 
c 7348 
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Batayled, pp battlement©d, 4200 
Bate, 8 strife, 42 
Baud, adj jolly (lit bold), 5674 
Bayly, a bailiff, C 6218 
Beau-sire, s fair sir, C 6oe;3 
Bede, v stretch out (lit proffer), 1710 
Bede, pt a aubj might pray, C 7374 
Bedels, a pi officers, C 6812 
Begger, a Beg^im, hence, mendicant, 
C 7282 , Beggers, Begums, C 7256 
Begyne, a Beguine, O 7368 
Bernes, a pi trumpets, 0 7605 
Berafte, pt pi aubj sliould deprive, 
C 6669 

Bern, a bam, 5589 
Besaunt, a bo^aant, 5592 
Besmesse, a dibgence, 3624 
Bestial, adj stupid, G 6716 
Bete, pr a auhj cure, 4441 
Bialacoil, 1 e Bial Acoil, Fair Reception, 
2984, 2999, 3011 

Bigoon, adj , iwJ higoon, well off, 5533 
Bigyns, a pi B6guines, C 686 r 
Biheest, a promise, 4446, 4474 
Bihote, V promise, 4446 
Bihove, a dat behoof, 2964 
Bilefte, I a remained, 3360 
Bimene, imp a rejl bemoan thyself, 

Biset, pt a employs, 5-62 
Bishet, pj) shut up (111 prison), 4488 
Bit, pi a abides, 3330 
Bitaught, pt a commended, 4438 
Bitrasshed, pp betrayed, 3910 
Blake, adj pi black (monks), Beno- 
dictmes, C 6(x)3 

Blende, gei to blind, to deceive, 3954 , 
Blent, pp deceived, C 60s- 
Blered, pp bleared, dimmed, deceived, 
3912 

Blmne, v desist from, C 661 1 
Blyve, adv quickly , aa hi ^ veiy quiclely, 
2799 

Boden, pp commanded, 2721 
Boece, Boethius, 56O1 
Book , the book, 1 e the Canon Law, 
C 638s , the Bible, C 603O 
[Borders, a pi C 6911 Better ieadmg , 
for burdens ] 

Bordillers, a pi brothel-keepers, C 7034 
Borowe, a pledge, C 7331 
Bosarde, a buzzard, 4033 
Bote, 8 remedy, 1760 
Botes, a pi boots, 226^, C 7262 
Botoun, a bud, 1721, 1761, 2960 
Bougerons, a pi sodomites, C 7022 
Bought, pp , a bought, to have bought, 
4322 


Bountee, a kmdness, 3147, goo^ess, 
C6397 

Braide, ger to bestir itself, wake up, 
C 7128 

Braste, ger to burst, 3186 
Brede, a breadth , on hr , abroad, 3635 
Breken, v disobey, 3478 
Brenne, v burn, 2475 
Brenning, a burning, 2727 
Brere, a bnar, C 6191 
Brest, V burst, 4107 
Breve, adj short, 2350 
Bnmme, adj cruel, 1836 
Brocages, a pi contracts, C 6971 
Brond, a fire-brand, 3706 
Burdens, error for Borders, C 6911 
Burdoun, a staff, cudgel, 3401 
Burnettes, a pi dresses made of fine 
woollen cloth dyed brovm, 4756 
But-if, conj unless, 1962 
Buxom, adj obedient, pliant, 4419 
By, prep m, C 6616 , beside, C 7032 
By and by, m order, 2345, precisely, 
4'?8i 

Bye, V buy, pay for, 2032 
By tinge, prea part cuttmg, C ''420. 

C 

Caas, a case, plight, 3374, pi cases, 
C 6739 

Caleweys, a pi soft, sweet pears (which 
came from CaiUoux in Burgundy), 
C 7043 

Calle, t recall, 3974 
Camelyme, a camel’s-huir stuff, 0 7367 
Can, 1 pr a (I) know, , pr s, under- 
stands, C 5872 , Can him no thank, 
offers him no thanks, 2112 Omst, 
2 pr a feelest, 4399 
Garibdis, Charybdis, 4713 
Carmes, a pi Carmehtes, White Friars, 
C 7462 

Cas, a occasion, C 7481 
Caste, V refi apply himself, 2031 , Cast, 
pr a casts, 4330, considers, 5620 , Caste, 
I pt a rift set himself, i860 
Castels in Spayne, castles in the air, 

Casting, a vomit, C 7288 
Catel, a propei’ty, 3376 
Cause , in cause, to blame, 4523 
Caytif, a poor wretch, 3554, 

Chaoe, ti chase away , do ch , caused to 
be chased away, C 7534 
Chafe, V irritate, 3683 
Chamberere, a chamber-maid, 4935. 
Chanoun, $ canon, 3278, 
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Ohapitre, 6 chapter, C 053^ 

Chapman, s tradei, 55591 
Chargidji?^ 8 instructed, 2145 
Chasteleyn, s castellan, go^ ernor of 
a castle, C 6327 

Chasteleyne, 8 the wife ot a chastelain 
or governor of a castle, 3740 
Chastye, t pr s repro\ e, C 6993 
Chere, 8 countenance, favoui , 395^ , 

appearance, •5486, C 6474 , delight, 3805 
Cherete, 8 fondness, 3516 
Chese, v choose, 44^0, Chese hem 
to, pr pi choose tor themselves, C 6230 
Ch0vered,i>p shivered, 1732 
Ohevisaunce, s resource, remedj^, 3337 
Chevise, v occupy himself (for ino\ 
manage (foi me), settle my cause, C 
6425 

Chiche, adj parsimonious, 5588 
Chideresse, s scold, virago, 4266 
Chinche, a^j mean, avaricious, C 599S 
Nasalised form of Chiche 
Chmchy, adj mean, grudgmg,iiiggardlj , 
C 6002 

Ciergis, pi wax tapers, C 6248 
Olarree, a a sweet liquor consisting of 
a mixture of me, clarified honey and 
various spices, as pepper and gingei, 
&c , C 5967, 5971 
Clepe, V call, C 5907 
Clipsy, adj eclipsed, dim 5349 
Clomben, pp climbed up, C ^33 
CI008, adj close, discreet, C 6104 
Close, V enclose, 4372 
Closer, 8 enclosure, 4069. 

Cloth, 8 dress, C 6345 
Colour, 8 way, manner, C 6282 
Come, 8 coming, C 7628 
Compas, 8 circuit, 1842 , circumference, 
4183 , Compace, perfection, 3208 
Compassen, i pr jd study, observe 
closely, C ^32 

Complisshen, v accomplish, 2132 
Comprende, v considei, include (m my 
explanation), C 6633 
Compte, 8 counting, account, 5026 
Comunably, adv commonly, usually, 

C 7237 

Comunely, adv publicly, 4801 
Comuntee, s community, common jios- 
session, 5209 

Concours, s coarse, result, 4360 
Conestablerye, s a ward of a castle 
under the command of a constable, 
4218. 

ConingeS; s pi comes, rabbits, C 7044 
Conisauiice, s understanding, know- 
ledge, 5465, 5559 , acquamtance, 4668 


Coujecta, i jyr pi conspire, C 6928 
Conne, 2 pr a subj mayst be 'well m- 
structed, 2315 

Consequence, s result, C 6448 
Consolacioun, the ‘ Consolation of Philo- 
sophy,’ 55661 

Constreynaunce, a constraint, C 7438 
Contene, v remain, 2641 , reji bear him- 
self, 2248, Conteyne,!? contain (himself), 
4923 , -Contene, pi pi refl maintain 
I themselves, C 6805 
I Contrane, a perplexity , 4478 
Contrarious, adj hostile, 3354 
Con trove, v compose songs, 4249 , gei 
to invent, C 7347 
Contune, v continue, 4334, 3 33- 
Con vay, (jer to accompany, 2428 
Corage, a mood, temper, 4928 
Cordileres a pi Franciscans, (so called 
from wealing a giidle of roiie), 0 7461 
Corne'wayle, Cornouaille in lliittany, 
4250 

Corumpable, adj corruptible, 4836 
Cos, a kiss, 3063 

Cost, 8 coast, place, 3931 , quarter, 2477 
Cotidien, adj quotidian, daily , as s 
a quotidian ague, 2401 
Couchen, pi pi impose, C 6903 
Countesses, a pi C 6860 
Count ours, a pi accountants, C 6812 
Coupe-gorge, a Cut-throat, C 7422 
Couth, pp known, 2000, evident, 4213 
Coveityse, a coveting, desiic, 4*29, 
covetousness, 3072 

Covenable, adj seemly, fitting, suitable, 
C 6020, 6752, excellent, C 7181 
Covent, a convent, 4904J C 7380 
I Coverchief, a keichief, head-covering, 
C 7369 

Covert, adj secret, hidden up, C 6149 
Coverture, a concealment, 2172 
Oo-vyue, a intrigue, secret plan, 3799 
Coy, adj quiet, hidden, 4297 
Crec0,a mcreaso, progeny, 4875 {Fortened 
aece seems to mean destroyed progeny, 
1 e abortion ) See crease ( r:: mu ease) 
in the New E Diet 
Crooe, a crozier, C 6470 
Crownet, a coronet, 3203 
Cunne, v shew, cunne him maugree^ 
shew him ill-wiU, 4359 , i pr pi can, 
C 5879, pr pi know (how), C 6174, 
pr 6 aubj be able, C 5992 
Cure, a charge, 1962, 0 6562 , care, 4222 , 
cause of care, 2456 , heed, C 7557 , aid, 
C 6752 , jurisdiction, 3540 
Curious, adj diligent, zealous, C 6578, 
6590 
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Customere, adj accustomed, 4936 P 
text, couslumioe 
Cut, pr 9 cuts, C 6198 

D 

Dagges, 8 pi loose tags or sHreds of 
cloth, 0 7260 (I can find no exact 
account of the fastening here referred 
to , I suppose that the dagqes^ or tape- 
like strips, had button-holes, through 
which the knoppes or buttons passed ) 
Daliaunce, s talk, 2830 
Dajnpning, s damnation, C 6643 
Dar, pr a dare, 6049 
Daunoe , the olde d , the old game, 4300 
Daungere, a resistance, 1932 , reluctance, 
2318, power, control, 201^1 
Daungerous, adj shy, reluctant, back- 
ward, 2312 , hard to please, 2824 , cruel, 
3594i 3727 

Daunte, v conquer, subdue, 3300 
Daunting, a taming, 4032 
Dawed, pt a, auhj would dawn, 2633 
Dawes, a pi days, 2838, C 6616 
Debonairly, adi graciouslj , pleasantly, 
2382 

Defaute, a lack, 3789 
Defenoed, pp defended, 4310 
Defensable, adj helping to defend, 4168 
Defoule, v trample down, C 6ocxi 
Defyie, V bruise, 0 7317 
Degree, a rank, C 7214 , manner, C 7442 
Deignous, adj disdainful, 3393 
Del, & deal , Dele, bit, least thing, 5139 , 
not a delj not a whit, C 6897, 743 ^ , 
never a del, not at all, C ^36 , every delj 
every whit, C 6017 
Deleotacioun, a delight, 4821 
Deles (Northern form), pr a distributes, 

5419 

Deliciously, adv daintily, C 67.9 
Deliverly, adv quickly, 1927, 2283, 3005 
Delyoes, a pi pleasures, C 7281 
Demeigne, a possession, ownerslup, 5586 , 
Demeyne, dominion, rule, 3310 
Demene, v put up witli, 3238 
Depart, v divide, 2367, 5279 
Departing, a division, 461 ^ 

Dere, v injure, destroy, 4336, pp 210a. 
Desert, a deserving, 4269 
Desperaunoe, s desperation, 1872 
Desporte, ger, to cheer, to divert, 2014 
Despy t, a aversion, C 3996 
Dover, a endeavour, 5^90 
Deviaunt, adj divergent, turned away, 

4789 

Devoid, adj free, 4312 
Devoided, pp removed, 2929 


Dovyne, v mterpiet, 380a 
Devys, a disposal, 1974 , will, 3621 , hy 
devya, to judge from her appearance (®), 
3205 (P text, et a aon via ) 

Deyned, pt a aubj , him deynedy it 
appeared good to him, C 6930 
Deynous, adj disdainful, 3728 
Deyntee, a value, 2677 
DifEyne, v define, 4807 
Dight, V prepare, 4240 
Discomfit, pp disconcerted, 4067 
Discordaunoe, a disagreement, 4715, 
5208, discordant melody, 4251 
Discorde, gei to disagree, 4716 
Discreven, 2pr pi describe, 4803 
Disdeinous, adj disdainful, C 7412 
Disese, a uneasiness, 5244 
Disese, ger to trouble, 3526 
Disgysen, v apparel, 2250 , Disgyse, 

1 pi a disguise, C 6338 
Dishonest, adj unfair, unreasonable, 
3442 , immodest, 4262 
Disordinat, adj inordmate, 4816 
Dispenditb, pr pi spend, 3681 
Dispitous, adj unmerciful, spiteful, C 
6162, malicious, froward, 2212, 3457 
Displesaunce, a displeasure, 3436 
Disport, a delight, 3468 , happiness, 2894 
Disrewlily, adv irregularly, 4900. 
Disseise, v dispossess, deprive, (F dea^ 
aai 8 tr\ 2076 

Disserve, v deserve, 3093. 

Disseyvedjpp deceived, C 6628 
Dissolucioun, a dissoluteness, 4898 
Distincte, v distmguish, C 6199 
Distoned, adj out of tune, 4248 
Ditee, a discourse, 5286, 5652 
Divyne, a divinity, 0 6488 
Do, V cause , do make^ cause to be made, 
2080, pr a aubj accomplish, C 3869, 
Doand (Northern), prea pait doing, 
2708 , Don, pp put, placed, C 6364 
Dole, a lamentation, mourmng, 2956, 
4317 OF doel 
Dolven, pp buried, 4070 
Dom, a dumb, 2220, 2409, 2492 
Dool, a grief, 4480 

Dool, 9 portion , hnl/en dooly half portion, 
halving (it), 2364 

Doth, pr 9 causes, 2772, 2786, 2790 , brings, 
55 S8 , gives, 1984 
Double, adj twofold, 1736 
Doublenesse, «. double-dealing, du- 
phoity, 2366 

Doun, come down, C 5868 
Dout, 9 fear, 2102 

Doutable, adj doubtful, 5413 , imperilled, 
unstable, C 6274 
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Doute, 1? feai,2023, ipr s 2108, 2 p? pi 
2079 

touting, s doubt, C 6074 
Draught, a draught, bout, act, 4869 F 
text, Car matnt n't trail oient ja tiait 
Drede, a doubt , icithouten dr , without 
doubtj, 2199, 22i)j, C 6214 , Dread (per- 
sonified), 39*58, *5861 
Drenhed, a sorrow, 4728 
Dresse, v prepare, 177^ , pr a aubj rejl 
set hrmself, C 6*535 
Dreye, adj dry, 1743 
Droughjpt a drew, 1725 
Droune, ger to be drowned, 4710, 5022 
Druery, a loyal affection, 5064 
Drye, v suffer, undergo, 4390, endure, 
3105 , ger to fulfil, C 74^ 

Dulle, 1 pr a become stupefied, 4792 
Dure, V last, endure, C 6841 
Duresse, a severity, 3547, 3570 
Dwelling, a delay, 2440 
Dyamaunt, a adamant, 4385, 

Dyden, pt pi died, C 6245. 

Dyne, v aa a dinner, C 6500 


E 

Uohe, V add, 1994 , help, aid, 4618 
Iffect, a reality, 5486 
iift, adv again, 1783 

Hftsone, adv soon afterwards, C 6094 , 
Eftsones, C 6649 
Sgre, adj acid, 4179 
ilgre, adv sharply, 5474, 

Side, 8 old age, 488*5 
lilengenesse, a solitariness , hence, sad- 
ness, disquietude, C 7406 F text, 
aouaai 

Slis, a pi eels, C 7039 
cues, adv otherwise, in all other re- 
jects, 3429 

Smpressid, pp pressed, 3691 
Sinpryse, a undertaking, care, 2147, 
doings, 3508 , enterprise, C 5825 , design, 
1972 , conduct, action, 2186 , privilege, 
2008 , rule, 4905 

Qnchesoun, a occasion, 2504, 3982, 4242 
Snclyne, v be subject (to), resi)ect, bow 
down (to), C 6814 

Sncombre, v disturb, <5434 , pr a impor- 
tunes, teases, C 6675 , pi pi perplex, 
4482 , pp annoyed, C 7628 
Snfaunoe, a infancy, youth, 4288 
enforce, v compel, C 6407 , pr pi rejl 
endeavour, 0 6275 , pp augmented, 
4499 ^ 

Bngendrure, a procreation, 4849. 
Bngreveth, pr a displeases, 3444. 


Enhaunce, ger to exalt, advance, C 7246 
Enlangoured, adj faded with langour, 
pale, C 7399 

Enlumined, pp illumined, *5344 
Enpryse, a quickness of movement, 2636 
See Empryse 

Enquestes, a pi legal inquisitions, C 
6977 

Ensure, ipr a assure, 4850, pp C 7212 
Entayle, a figuie, shape, 3711 
Entencioun, a attention, 4701 , intent, 
C 62*58 , diligence, 2027 , 0/ e , mten- 
tionally, 2976 , pi meaning, drift, C 
7170 

Entende, v pay attention, 2153 
Entendement, a intention, 2188 
Entent, a mind, 2187, purpose, 2488, 
disposition, 5696 , endeavour, 3906 , in- 
tention, design, C *5811, 5869 
Ententif, adj diligent, careful, 2022 , adv 
1720 

Entermete, v re fi intermeddle, interfere, 
2966, ipr a lefi busj (myself with), C 
6971 

Entremees, a pi entremets, dainty meats, 
C 6841 

Entremete, t interfere, C 6635, 7233 , ger 
C 6*503 , ger 1 efi C 5946 , 1 pr a inter- 
meddle, interfere, C 6498, O840, pr a 
C 5921 

Enviroun, adi about, 3203, 4163 , round 
about, 4203 

Enviroune, 1 pr pi go about, C 7017 
Equipolences, a pi equivocations, eqm- 
vocal expressions, C 7076 
Erke, adj weary, wearied, 4867 
Ernes, a ardour, (of love), 4838 
Ernest, a earnest, pledge, 3680 
Ers, a posteriors (F cul\ C 7*578 
Espleyten, v perform, execute, C 6174. 
Espye, a spy, 3871 
Establisshing, s. decree, C 6369 
Estate, a state of life, position, 4901 
Estres, a pi recesses, mnei parts, 3626. 
Existence, a reality, 5549, C 7470 
Expowne, ger to exptmnd, C 7172 
Eyth, adj easy, 3955 A S SaiJ 

F 

Fable, a doceitfulness, 0 6602 
Fade, adj pallid, faded, 2399 
Fadome, a pL fathoms, 4159 
Failed, pp aa adj wanting, defective, C 
7470 

Fainte, adj feigned, C 7405 
Fairhede, a fairness, beauty, 2484, 
Fallaces, a pi deceits, C 7077 
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Fallith,j?r s impeis befits, 4025, belongs, 
C 6976 

Falsen, pr pi deceive, 4833 
Fand, pt pi found, 2707 
Fard, nnp s paint, 2285 
Fardels, 8 pi loads, bundles, 5683 
Fare, s wellare, condition, C 6498 
Fare, v depart, vanish away, 0 604 «, , 
pr pi go, 5564 , journey, 5509 , pp gone, 
2710 

Faute, 8 fault, defect, 38^7 
Fawe, adj tain, blithe, 0 6476 
Fay, 8 faith, 2 !=;<>, *>io6 
Fee, 8 property, fief, C 0044 
Feers, adj fierce, 3372 
Feeste, s encouragement, 3061 
Fel, adj cruel, savage, 2211 , harsh, 4028, 
stern, C 7342 , Felle, pi paint ol, 3789 
Felde-fare, 8 field-fare, 3310 
Fele, adj many, 4446, C 6038 
Fele, V perceive (smell), 1844 
Feller, adj comp crueller, 4103 
Felones, adj pi evil, wicked, C 6711 
Ilwf tangehnges, his evil pratings, his 
injurious talk Suggested by F Mauqre 
les felonesses jangles , fdonesaea is 

a plural adjective , see Godetroy 
Feloun, adj cruel, C 5998 
Fere, a fire, 2471, 5080 
Pered, pp fired, inflamed, 3278 
Petisly, adv neatly, pertectly, 2267 
Fetys, adj well made, 2088 
Feynte, adj feigned, 3363 
Feyntyse, s deceit, guile, 2947, 2998, 3492 , 
evasion, 1971 

Fiaunce, 8 confidence, trust, 3481 
Fil, pt 8 fell, condescended, 3437 > FfllOj 
pt pi found themselves, C 5813 
Fit, 8 mood, 3197 
Flawme, a flame, 3707 
Flawnes, s pi flawns , a dish composed 
of new cheese, eggs, powdered sugai, 
coloured with saftron and hiked m 
small tins called ‘ coffins’ , C 4042 
Flayn,jpjp flayed, C 73 16 Miswritten 
Plemed, pt 8 exiled, drove into exile, 
3032, C 6781 A S flyman, 

Floytes, a pi flutes, 4251 
Foies, gen tool s, 5266 
Poly, adj toolisli, 42c)9, 5085 
Fond, adj toolisli, 53()7 
Ponde, V attempt, 3838 
Poole, adj foolish, C 7339 
Foon, pi foes, 3332, C 0040. 

Foote, V dance formallv, 2323 
Foot-hoot, adv instantly, 3827 
For, prep to prevent, 4229, tor fear of, 
2365 , on account of, 2190, 


Forboden, pp forbidden, C 66 r6 
Force, a , I yeve no force, I care not, 
4602 , off , necessarily, 1796 
Fordone, pp undone, 4339 
Fordnve, pp scattered, 3782 
Porewardis, forwards, hence- 

forward, C 7304 
Forfarft v i)erish, 5388, 5778 
For-olie, adv very otten, 4876 
For-peyned, pp distressed, 3693 
Forsake, v refuse, 2822 , withstand, 1876 
Porstere, a forester, C 6329 
Portened, pp destroyed, 4875 (Or per 
haps ‘ obstructed ’ , ct A. S fortynan, to 
shut up ) See Crece 
Forthenke, v rue, repent, 3957, 406a 
Porthy, conj because , not f, not on that 
account, {perhapa) nevertheless, 4«;o9 
Forwandredjpp spent with wandering, 
3336 

Forwardis, a pi agreements, O 7303 
Porwerreyd, pp utterly defeated, 2564, 
Forwery, adj tued out, 3336 
For-why, wherefore, 1743 
Porwoundid, pp sorely wounded, 1830 
Foryet, v forget, 3243 , pr a 0 6538 
Foryeve, ger to abandon, give up, 3438 
Fraunchyse, a liberty, 4906, nobility 
2007 , generosity, 3003 , Bounty, 3501 , 
Freedom, C 586s 

Prere, a triar, C 7377, Friar Wolf, C 
6424 

Freres Prechours, s pi preaching friars 
1 e the Prechouis, or Dommiean fnars, 
C 7438 

Fret, pp fretted, adorned, 3204 , sefci 4705. 
Fretted, pp tumished, lit ornamented, 
C 7259 

Frouncen, pr pi shew wrmkles, C 7261 , 
Frounced, pp wrinkled, U37 
Pyne, v cease, 1797, pi pi aubj end, 
depart, 335O 

G 

Gabbeth, p? a speaks falsely, lies, 0 
ajoo 

Gabbing, a lying, C 7602, 7612 
Gadring, a accumulation, 3782 
Garisoun, a healmg, 3248 , garrison, 4279. 
Garnement, a dress, 2236. 

Garnisoun, « fortress, 4204. 

Gate, 8 waj, wise, 33^2, 5167, 5230 (Nbrtli- 
ern) 

Gentilnesse, s kindness, 4605 , good 
breeding, 2003 , nobility, 5237 
Gemer, s garner, C 5988 
Gesse , imthoute gease, doubtless, 2817 
Geten, pp gotten, 5701 
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Geting, 8 obtaining, attainment, 3284 
Qibbe, Gib (Gilbert), a cat, C 6204 
Ginne, b warlike engine, 4176 
Ginneth, pr a begins, 2154 
Gisarme, s a weapon bearing a scytlie- 
like blade fixed on a shaft and provided 
also With a spear point like a bayonet, 
C5978 

Giterne, gpi to pl-ij- on the guitar, 2^21 
Glose, V flatter, 5097 , pp explained, C 
6890 

Gloumbe, v frown, look glum, 4^56 
Gnede, a stmgj person, C 6002 (Mis 
written g) ede ) 

Go, pp gone, 2423 , empty C 6S34 
Gonfanoun, a gonf ilon, banner, 2018 
Gospel Perdurable, llie Eierlastmg 
Gospel, C 7102 

Graithe v dress, array, C 7368 
Graunt mercy, best thanks, C 7'?o4 
Gree, (1) a way (lit grade), tn no mane? 

gree^ in no kind ot wa\ , 3743 
Gree, (2) a favour , atte gi an itli fa\ our, 
4574, take at g?ee^ accept \Nith a good 
will, 1969 , in q? ee^ in good part, 2306 
Grete, ipr a veep, lament, 4116 (North- 
ern). 

Greves, a pi thickets, 3019 
Groffe, adv face dovnv ird 2^()r 
Groine,jpr a aubj grumble, muimiir, C 

7049* 

Grucclieii, p? pi aiihj grumble at, bo 
grudge, C 6465 

Gruoclung, a refusal, C 6430 
Grype, v seize, C 3983 
Guerdoning, a reward, 2380, C 5908 
Gyler, a bcguilei, 

Gype, a frock , perhaps a smock-frock 
(alluding to the numerous gathers in 
the front of it ), C 7262 


H 

Ha, V have, ‘j<>9 
Hade, 2pt a haddest, 24 o, 

Halp, pi a helped, 1911 
Halt, pr a reji considers himself, 4901 , 
keeps, C 7032 

Hardement, a courage, 1827, 2487, 3392 
Harlotes, a pi rascals, ribalds, C 60^ 
Harneis, a armour, gear, C 7477 
Hameys, v rejl dress, equip thyself, 

2647 

Hat, adj hot, 2398 

Hatter, adj comp hotter, more hotl’v, 2473 
Haunt, V practise, 4868 , ger to haunt, 
frequent, C 6601 , pr a aubj practise, C 
7029. 


Haunting, a haunt, abode, C 6081 
Hauteyn, adj haughty, C 6101 , fern 
3739- 

Havoir, a having, 4720 
Haye, a hedge, 2971, 2987 
Hele, V conceal, 2858 , ger 232* , p? pi 
C6882 

Hele, 8 health, 4721 
Hem, prtm them, 2218 
Hemmes, a pi pliylactenes, C 6912 
Hend, adj ready, useful, 3343 
Hente, ge? to seize, 3364 , pi s 1730, 4092 , 
pt pZ snatched, C 7136 , pp plucked, C 
7644 

Herber, imp pi take up your abode, C 
7386, 2 pi s didst harbour, 3107 
Herbergere, a host, entertainer, C 7383 , 
pi 5ocx> 

Herberwe, a shelter, lodging, C 6201, 
7495 

Herberwe,? sheltci, lodge r 6143 
Herde, a shepherd, ( 6433 , pi C (>361 
Herie, p; pi honour, piaisc, C 6241 
A S he? tan 

Hertly, adj true hearted, 3433 
Het, pp heated, ^709 
Heten, x pi omiso, C 6299 
Hight, pi H 13 named, C 6341 pp pro- 
mised, 2803 

Hoked, adj hooked, furnished with 
hooks, 1712 , barbed, 1749 
Hole, adj whole, complete, 3443 
Holies, a pi plantations, C C99O 
Homager, a a assal, 3288 
HooUy, adv AvhoUj, 1970 
Hoomly, ad) liomoly, familiar, C 6320 
Hoor, adj giay haired, C 6335 Hore, adj 
hoary, gr ia , 3196 , pi hoary (a frequent 
epithet of trees, perliaps with reterence 
to trees of great age), C 6996 
Hornpypes a pi musical instruments, 
formed of pipes made of horn, 4230 
Hostilers, a aa adj pi keeping an inn, C 

70^3 

Hoteth, pr a promises, 3422 , pr pi 3444 
Housel, V give the Host (to), C 64^8 
Hulstred, pp concealed, hidden, 0 6146 
Humanitee, a human nature, 5633 
Hy,« haste , tn hy, m haste, 2393, 3^91 

I 

loh, pron I, C 6787 

If, conj if (n e if the matter be wisely in- 
quired into), 4434 
Imped, pp engrafted, 3137 
Impes, a pi grafts, C 6293 
Importable, adj insufferable, C 6902 
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Jn fere, adv togfetlier, 4827 
Isso, V issue, 1992 

J 

Jangleth, pr s prattles, C 7s[4o 
J angling, 8 prating, chattering, C «;852 , 
pi idle words, C 6711 
Jape, 8 jest, C 7519 , pi tncks, C 683^? 
Jape, I pr a mock, scoff at, C 6471 
Jolily, adv after a jolly sort, C 70^1 , 
pleasantly, 2248 , nicely, neatly, 2284 , 
deservedly, G 7664 
J oly , adj fine, gay, C 7248 
Jolynesse, a jolhness, joy, 2^02 
Joweles, 8 pi jewels, 2092, 5420 
Joyne, ipi a enjoin, 23t;«? 

Jupartye, 8 jeopard>, 2666 

K 

Kembe, tmp a comb, 2284 
Kenne, v show, teach, 2476 
Kepe, 8 heed, 3475 

Kepe, t; keep , kepe fortli^ perpetuate, 
4'8^4 , 1 pr 8 care, C 6440 , keep, 3476 , 
caio, wish, 0 608 s , pi j)l care, G (kx >3 
Kernels, 5 battlements, 4195 P text, 
lea a emails 

Kerving, piea pt aa adj cutting, 3813 
Kesse, v kiss, 2tx>f» 

Kid, pp made known, 2172 , evident, 3132 
Kirked, adj crooked (^\ 31^7 
Knet, jpp knit, fastened, 4700, 4S11 , i>i) 
pi fast bound, 2092 
Knewe, i pt 8 auhj disclosed, C Oogo 
Knopped, pp fastened, C 72fK> A knoppe 
IS propeily n button , hence knoppen, to 
fasten with a button 

L 

Laas 8 toils, snaie, C 6029, 6648 , Lace, 
cold, string, 0 7373, net, 2792 , snare. 

Laced, pp entangled, caught, 3178 
Lakke, 2 pr pi blame, 4804 
Lambren, a pi lambs, 0 7013 
Largesse, s hberahtj, 2334, C 385^ 

Las, 8 net, 2790 See Laas, Lace 
Late, ger to let, permit, allow, 3143, C 
6676 , V let, 5574 , Lat pi 8 lots remain, 
5493 

jauiLwlth, pr 8 laughs, 2294 
4ay, 9 law, rehgious behet, 0 6749. 
jeef, adj willing, 2333 
4608, 8 pi lies, iiithouten leesy truly, 
3904, 3728 


Leful, adj allowable, permissible, 5195 
Lit ‘ lea\ e-ful ’ 

Leggen, gci ease, reheve 5016 (Short 
for aleggen ) 

Lemes, s pi rays, 5346 
Lemman, a sweetheart, C 6056, 6305. 
Lene, v lend, 3033, C 7026 
Lening , in lening^ as a loan, 2373 
Lepand, piea pait running (with short 
jumps), 1928 

Lore, gre? to teach, 2143, 2149, v teach, 
5132 , learn, 2431, 4808 
Lered, adj learned, C 6217 
Lese, V lose, C 391'?, *>924, l>r a 2149. 
Lesixtg, 8 lie, falsehood, 2174, 4835 
Let, pr 8 leads (his life), C 6in 
Lete, V cease, 2463 , leave, C 6457 > 
alone, C 6336 , abandon, C 6169 , allow, 
permit, 6438, i a leave, C 6354, 
abandon, C 6997, pp let, 1791 
Lette, 8 let, hindrance, 3756 
Letten, v hmder, 3^90, delay, 3940, 
stop, 1832 , cease, 2807 , desist, 1832 
Letting, 8 hindrance, C 3931 
Lettrure, 8 literature, wiiting, C 6751 
Leve, V belie\ c, 3303 
Leve, V li\e, 2336 

Lever, adv rather, C 6793 , me iteieleier^ 
I had lather, C 6168 

Lewd, adj lay (tolk\ the ignorant, C 
6217 

Lewedist, adj siipeil most ignorant, 
4802 

Leye, pt pi lav, lived, C 6-72 
Liche, adi alike, equallv 4ifx> 

Ligging, pi pt Ivmg dovv n, 4002 
Likerous, adj licentious, 4264 
Likly, adj similar, 4832 
Lisse, V abate, 4128, gei to be eased, to 
feel relief, 3738 
List, 8 pleasure, will, 1937 
List, p? 8 washes, C 6139 
Loigne, 8 tether, 3382, C 7050 
Loke, pp locked up, 2092 
Long , 0 / long pasaed^ of old, 3377 
Longith, pr s befits, 2321 
Loos, 8 renown, reputation, 2310, C 6103, 
ill lame, C 7081 

Lorn, pp lost, 4327, 4302, 4308, C 3973 
Losengeours, 8 pi deceivers, 2693 
Loteby, a paramour, C 6339 
Lough, 2 >l s laughed, C 7293 
Loure, pi 8 auhj scowl, C 7049 
Loute, V how, 4384 , bow down, C 7336 , 
pr pi, 8ubj bow down, €6917 
Lowe, ger to appraise, 1 e to bo valued 
at, 4532 

Luce, 8 pike (fish), C 7039. 
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Xiyflod9) 8 livelihood, 5602, C 6663 

Lykezi, v please, i8«54, C 6131 

Xijte, ctd3 little, small, 2279, 3557 , adv C 

7551 

Xiythe, adj delicate, 3762 
M 

Miaat, adj bewildered, overcome, 1739 
See Mate 

Maistryse, s strength, dominion, 4172 
Make, ger to cause, C «)93* > 
pound, C 6186 

M!ale, & bag, wallet, 3263 , money-bag, C 
6376 

Maltalent, % lU-humonr, 3438 
Mangonel, 9 a military engine on the 
principle of the sling-staff for casting 
stones, a catapult, C 6279. 

Mar, adj greater, 2215, adv more, 1854 
Marohandise, a barter, C 5902 
Mare, adv more, 2709 
Markes, pi marks (coins), C 5986 
Marreth, pr a dis^ures, 4679 
Mate, adj distracted, 3099 , downcast, 
4671 , dispirited, 3167, 3190 See Maat 
Maugree, a lU-will, 4399 , reproach, 3144 , 
prep m spite of, O 6711 , maugre youres^ 
m spite of you, C 7645 
Mayme, v maim, C 6620 , pr a wounds, 
5317 See Meygned 
M^ysondewe, a hospital, <;6i9 
Medle, v interfere, 3788, Mcdle, v reJJ 
meddle , m him of^ deal w ith, C 6030 , 
to medley for meddUng, 4345 
Meke, v mollify, 3394 , have mercy, 3541 , 
Meked,pf a refl humbled himself, 3584 
Mendience, a beggaiy, mendicancy, 0 
6657, 6707 

Mene, a mean, middle state, C 6327 
Mene, adj middle, mean, 4844 
Mene, i pr a bemoan, 2596 
Menour, Minonte, Pranciscan friar, C 

6338 

Mes , a at good mea, at a favourable op- 
portunity, 3462 O F 7 ne 8 
ISfote, adj meet, fitted, 1799, 

Mete, V meet, succeed, 4571 

Mevable, adj moveable, 4736 

Meve, V move, incite, 2327 

Mewe, a coop, cage (a falconry term), 

4778- 

Meygned, pp hurt, maimed, 3336 bee 

ICayme 

Meynee, a household, C 6870, 71 36 
ICeynt, pp mingled, 1920 , Moynd, 2296. 
Mioh, adj many, 2258, 5555 
ICiolier, a thief, C 6541 


Miches, a pi small loaves of finest 
wheaten flour, 3585 
Mis, adj amiss, wrong, 3243 
Mischeef, a misfortune, C 6731 
Misericorde, a mercy, 3577 
Misseying, a evd-spes^ing, 2207 
Mister, a occupation, trade, G 6976, 
whatever mister ^ of every kind of occu- 
pation, C 6332 
Mistere, a need, C 7409 
Miswey, adv astray, 4764 
Mize ns, a pi dunghills, 0 6496 
Mo, adj pi others besides, 3023 , more 
(m number), C 3990 

Mochel, adj great, 3117 , tom y too much, 
3442 

Moeble, a moveable property, C 6043 
Moeve, v move, 1. e prefer, make, C 6039 
Moneste, i pr a admonish, charge, 3579 
Monyours, a pi comers, C 6811 
Mot, pr a must, 3784 , so mote I gOy as I 
hope to walk about, C 6591 
Mowe, v be able, 2644 
Musard, a muscr dreamer, C 7562 , slug- 
gard, 3236, 4034 » dolt, 0 7562 
Muwis, 8 pi bushels, 559a 

3sr 

Nathelesse, ne\ ertlieloss, 06193. 

Ne, conj unless, 4858 
Nede, adv neceasarih^, C 7633 
Nedely, adv needs must, 0 6117 
Neden, v be necessary, C 3990 
Nedes, a pi necessities, C 0174 
Nedes, adv of necessity, 1792 
Neer, adv nearer, 1708 bee Norre 
hTeigh it nere, v approach it more 
nearly, 2003 

Nempned,jr>p named, mentioned, C6224 
Nere, weio not, were it not foi, 2778, 
were there not, 2778, had it not been, 
for, C 7328 

Nerre, adj comp nearer, 3101 
Woven, V name, C 3962 , recount, C 7071 
Nil, pr a will not, C 3821, 6045 
Women, pt pi took, C 7423 , pp tolcen, 
54^4 

Woncerteyne, adj uncertain, 5426 
Wones, for the, for the nonce, occasion- 
ally, 0 7387 

Wonne, a nun, 0 63^0 
Woot, ipr a know not, C 6367 
Wonture, a bringing up, 0 6728 
Worys, a nurse, 5418. 

Wot, j pr a know not, 3191 
Wote-kernel, a nut-kernel, 0 7117 
Woye, a hurt, 3772 
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Noyen, ger to vex, 4416 

Noyons, ad^ harmful, 32^0, 4449 

Noyse, s evil report, 3971 

Nyce, ad3 foolish, silly, 4262, 4877, C 6944 

Nyoetee, s foolishness, 5525 

Nyghe, v approach, 1775 


O 

Obeysshing, s submission, 3380 
Of, i>rep out of, owing to, 3981 , con- 
cerning (Lat de\ 4884 , off, «)47o , (some) 
of, (part) of, 1993. Or it may mean 
‘ by,’ ‘ on account of ’ 

Ofifense, s discomfort, 3677 
Of-newe, adv newly, afresh, 5169 
Onlofte, prej) aloft, on high, 3503. 

Oon, adj one, 4812, in oon^ without 
change, 3779 

Ostages, 8 pi hostages, 2064 C 7311 
Other-gate, adv otherwise, 2138 
Ought, adv in any way, C O096 
Outake, prep except, 4474 
Outerly, adv wholly, utterly, 34891 ^ 74 ^ 
Outrage, s wn:ong, 2082, 2080 , scandalous 
life, 4927, outrageous deeds, C 6024 
(mistranslated ) 

Outrageous, adj exceeding great, 2602 , 
ill-behaved, 2192 
Outslinge, V fling out, C 3987 
Out take, except, C 3819 
Over-al, adv everywhere, 3030, 3914. 
Overgo, V pass awa^ , 3784 , pr pi trample 
on, C 6821 

Overwhelme, t roll over, 377- 
Ow, ipr V onglit, 4413 

P 

Palasyns, adj pi W longing to the 
palace , ladycs palasyns, com t ladies, C 
6862 

Papelard, a liyjiocnte, decei\or C 7283 
Papelardye, « h> pocri8\ , C 679(1 
Parage, e parentage, descent, 4759, 

Par amour, with devotion, 2830 
Paramour, a paramour, lover, 5o<x) 
Paramours, adv with a lover’s afieotion, 

4637 

Parceners, a pi partners C 6952 
Parouere, adv bj heart, 4799 
Pardee, P pardteu^ 4433, C 5913 
Porfay, by my faith, G 0038 
Part, a duty, 5032 
Parte, v divide, 3283 
Party, a part , tn parly ^ pai tmllr, *>338 
Parvys, a room ovei a cliurcb-porch, 
0 7108 


Pas , a pas^ apace, qmckly, 3724. 

Passaunt, adj surpassing, 3110 
Passe, V penetrate, 1751 
Patre, v recite the paternoster, C 6794. 
Pay, a satisfaction, C 5938 , liking, taste, 
1721 , me to pay^ to my satisfaction, C 
6985 

Paye, ger to appease, 3599. 

Peire, v damage, C 6103 
Peire of bed is, a rosary, C 7372, 

Pens, a pi pence, C 3987 
Pensel, a a standard, ensign, or banner, 
(particularly of bachelors-in-arms), a 
pennoncel, C 6280 

Pepir, a pepper, (metaphorically) mis- 
chief, C 6028 

Perauntre, adv peradvenfure, 3192 
Pereas, adv perchance, C 6647 
Persaunt, adj piercing, 2809, sharp, 
4*79 

Peso, ger to appease, 3397 
Pesible, adj peaceable, gentle, C 7414 
Peyne, a pen^ty, C 6626 , pain, harness, 
2120 , up peyne, on pain (of death), C 
0617 

Peyne, v refl endeavour, C 7512 , pr S. 

rejl takes pains, C 6014 
Piment, a spiced w^ne or ale, C 6027 
Pitous, adj excusable, deserMng juty, 
4734 , merciful, C 6161 
Plat, adv flat, flatlj, 1734, C 7526 
Pleyne, v lament, complam, 2299, ^ ’^ 05 * 
Pleynt, a complaint, C 601 2 
Plight, pt a plucked, 1745 
Plongeth, pr a plunges, 5472 
Plyte, a affair, C5827 
Poeste, a power, virtue, 2095 
Pole, 8 pool, C 59(36 

Port, a demeanour, manner, 2038, 2193^ 
Porte, 4O22 

Porte-colys, a portcullis, 4168. 

Possed, pp pushed, tossed, 4479, pp, 
driven, 4623 

Potente, s crutch, C 7417 
Poustee, a power, influence, C 6533, 
(1937, 7679 , dominion, C 6484 
Poveirt, a poverty, C 6i8r 
Prece, ger to press, 4198. 

Predicaoxoun, a preachmg, 3763 
Preise, ipi a value, appiaise, 483a 
Prese, v press, pr a intrudes, C 7627 j 
pr pi intrude, C 7629, imp a ear 
deavour, 2899 

Pressure, s. wme-press, 3692. 

Preve, v prove, 4170. 

Prevmg, a proof, 0 734$ 

Preyse, r pr a, value, esteem, 1983. P 
j>rw 
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PrikO) tmp 8 gallop, 2314 
Pns, 8 esteem, 3310 
Priv^tee, « secret, ^*>26, C 6878, 6883 
Prootiratour, 8 a collector of alms for 
hospitals or sick persons, C 6974 
ProiMPe, adj own, C 656^, 6592 
Provable, adj capable of proof, ‘3414 
Provende, s, allowance, stipend, C 6931 
'ProWy 8 profit, gam, 5806, 1940 
Pryme temps, first beginning, 4534 , the 
sprmgy 4747 

rrys,* praise, 1972 , price, C 5927 
Pugnaunt, adj poignant, keen, 1879 
Pullaille, 8 poultry, C 7043 
Pulle, V pluck, strip, C 5984 , pr j>l 
flay, strip, C 6820 

Puple, 8 people, rabblement, C 7139 
Purchas, 8 acquisition, C 6838 
Purohasen, ger to procure, C 6607 
Purpryse, s park, enclosure, 3987, 4171 
Purveaunce, 8 provision, C 7326 
Purveye, ger to procure, 3339 
Put, pr 8 puts, 3556, 4444, C 5949 
Pyne, s endeavour, 1798, misery, C 
6499 

Pynen, v torment, punish, 3511 

Q 

Quarels, 8 j)! square-headed crossbow - 
bolts, 1823 

Quarteyne, adj as 8 quartan fe\er or 
ague, 240T 

Queme, ger to please, C 7270 
Quenche, v be quenched, 3324 
Queue, 8 quean, concubine, C 7032 
Querrour, a quarry-man, hewer ot stone, 

4149 

Quo the , I quethe him quytfiy I cry him 
qmt, C 6999 

Queyut, adj elegant, 2251 , ^curious, 
fanciful, C 6342 , strange, 5199 , pleased, 
3079 , shewing satisfaction, 2038 
Queyntly, adv neatly, easily, 4322 
Queyntyse, 8 elegance, 2250 
Quik, adj alive, 3323, 4070, 3036 
Quitly, adv quite, entirely, C 3843 
Quitte, pt 8 reflex , quitte hiniy ac- 
quitted himself, 30^ , pp requited, 
3146, 6088 , made amends for, 2399 j 
T id, 1852 

Quook, I pt 8 quaked, 3163 , pt pi 
3966. 

Quyte, pp as adj quit, C 3904 , free, C 
5910 , entire, 2375 

Quyte, V acquit, release, C 6032 , fulfil, 
5032 y ipr 8 G 6412 , imp 8 2222f 4392 


K 

Bacyne, 8 root, 4881 
Hage, 8 rage, spite, 3800, malignity, 
venom, 1916 , madness, 3292 , in 1 , 
mad, 4523 

Bamage, ad^ wild, 5384 0 F lamaffe 

Bape, 8 haste, 1929 
Bape, adv qmcklj, C 6316 
Bathe, adj early, C 6630 
Bavisable, adj greedy for prej, C 7016 
Bavyne, 8 plunder, C 6813 
Bebel, adj rebeUious, C 6400 
Becche , tehat recchtth me^ what care T, 
3447 

Becreaundyse, s cowardice, 2107 4038 
Becreaunte, s coward, 4 (xk> 

Becured, pp recovered, 4920, 3124 
Bede, s good advice, 3839 , Reeil, C 732S 
Bede, 1 pi 8 advise, 1932, read, 1819 
Heed, s adv ice, C 7328 , llede, 3839 
Befteyne, ger to bridle, C 7511 
Beft, a rift, 2661 
Befte, 2 pt pi deprived, 3362 
Befuyt, 8 refuge, escape, 3840 
Behete, v cheoi, console, C O^cx) 
Beisins, s pi frcsli grnpos, 3O39 
Belees, s relief, 2612, release, 444a 
Helesse, i pr s give np, C 6999 
Kehgioun, « leligious oider, 3715, 
monastic life, C 61 55 

Beligious, adj pions, C 6236 , a? 9 a 
nun, C 6347 , folk, monastics, C 
6149 

Bemued, s moved, C 7432 
Bendre, t lecite, 48(x> 

Beneyed, i pt s snbj should renounce, 
C 6787 

Bepeire, i return, 3373, 4131 
Bepreef, s leproach, 4974, (’ 7240 
Bepreve, a reproach, 3261 , Reprove, up- 
braiding, 33-3 

Bequere, pi s auhj request, ask, 5233, 
pp asked, 5277 

Bescous, 8 service, endeavour to support, 

C6749 

Besonables, adj pi reasonable, C 6760 
Besoun, s correct manner, 2131 
Beveth, pr a takes away, C 6234 , s 
bereaved, 4351 

Beverte, v bring back, C 7188 
Bevoluoiouu, a revolution, turn (of foi- 
tune’s wheel), 4366 

Be ward, a regard, consideration, 3832 
Be we, V rue, be sorry, 4060 , it iloI me 
rewBy I shall be sorry, 3170 
Beyne, v ram down, fall as rain, 1822 
Baynes, Rennes (m Brittany), 382O 
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Bibaned, pp adorned with lace (of gold), 
4752 

Bibaud, s labourer, 5673 , pi rioalds, C 
7302 

Bibaudye, a ribaldrj , 2224 , riotous 
living, 4926 

Bight, adv just, exactly, 5^47 , quite, C 
0398, 6411 , 'light nought^ not at all 2071 
Bimpled, adj wrinkled, 4495 
Biveling, prea part puckering, C 7262 
Rochet, 8 linen garment, 47';4 
Bode, fi dat rood, cross, C 6s:64 
Body, adj ruddy, 36*9 
Boignous, adj scurvy, rotten, C 6100 
Boking, pait locking, quivering, 
trembling, 1906 Cf Shak J uc) 262 
Bonne, pj) advanced, 4493 
Boser, rose bush, 1789, 1826, 183-,, 2967 
Bought, i pt 8 locked, lieedcd, 1873, 

1 pt 3 8 uhj should not care, C 70O1 
Bowe, adj pi lough, 1838 
Bude, adj as pi 8 common people, 2268 
Byve, V pierce, C 7161 , bo toin, > 
Kyvetli, p? 9 istmn, f7iS 

S 

Sad, cdj serious, stud, composed, 4627, 
}tl grievous, C 6907 
Sadnesse, s sobuctj, discretion, 4940 
Saileu, V assail, €7,18 
Sakked Freies, J ratres de Isacco^ in us 
of the & ick, C 7462 

Salowe, adj sallow , hut read i vlowc, 1 0 
fillow, C 7^92 

Salue, firer to salute, 2218 , jir 8 sidj 2220 
Samons, 8 pi salmon, C 7039 
Sat, pf 8 impels suited, 3S10 
Sautere, s psalter, U 7371 
Say, I pt 8 saw, 172- , Sawe, pf s suhj 
saw, 1719 

Say, {/or Assay), t cssa>, attempt, cn 
deavour, 5162 

Saynt, adj girded, girdled (^1, C 74^>8 
Scantilone, s pattern, C 7064 
Scole, a scholarship, learning, 3274 
Score, 8 crack (or hole) in a wall, 2660 
Scrippe, 8 scrip, wallet, C 7403 
Secree, adj secret, 3257 
Secree, 8 secret, 5260 
Secte, 8 class, category, ';743 , gen of 
(our) race, 4839 

Seden, v bear seed, fnictify, 4344 
See, pr s suhj see , so god me see^ as 
(I hope) God may protect me, 3693 
Seer, adj seie, dry, 4749 
Seignorye, s dominion, 3213 
Seke, adj sick, 5729, 37 m 4S29 


Semblable, similar, C 5911 
Semblable, adj as 8 resemblance, one 
like himself, 4855, pi like (ciwes), 0 
6739 

Semblant, s appearance, disguise, 0 
6202 (Ills) hypocrisy, C 7449 , seeming, 
3205, 3957 

Sen, conj since, 1984 

Sentence, s meaning, C 7474 , pi opi- 
nions, C 3813 

Sermoneth, pr a sermonizes, preaches, 

C 6219 

Servage, a ser^ itude, 4382, 3807 
Sarviable, adj serviceable, C 6004 
Setto, V fasten (an accusation), 3328 , Set, 

I pr 8 places, 4923, 4937 , pt pi besieged, 

C 7344 , pp established, 2077 
I Seure, adj sure, 4304 
I beurere, adj comp surer, more secure, C 
I 5958 

1 Seynt Amour, William St Amour, C 
j 6781 (He wrote against the friars who 
I advocated the Eternal Gospel ) 

I Shende, v shame, put to shame, 3116, 
ger to injure, 2953 , pi 8 nuns, 4776, 

I 3HO , 2^ disgraced, ruined, 3479, 3933 
Ghene, adj fair, 371 3 
Shere pr a suhj ran cut, shear, 4325, 
may shave, C 6196 

Shete, ger to shoot, 1798, Shet, e 
shot, 1727, 1777 

Shette, gei to shut, 4224 , t shut up, 
2091 , pr pi shut up, 5771 , Shet, pp 
shut, 4368 

Shewing, s demeanour, 4041 * 

ShittethjP? 8 shuts, 4100, Shit,pp shut 
up, 2767 

Shoon 8 pi shoes, 2265 
Shrewis, s pi knaves, C 6876 
Shrift-fader, s confessor, C 6423 
Shryve, t hcai confessions, C 6364 
Sigh, I pt $ saw , 1822 
Sight, ipt 9 sighed, 1746 
Sikerer, adj comp safer, C 7310 
Sikerest, adj super I securest, C 6147 
Sikernesse, s certainty, 1933, 2365 
Sikirly, adv certainly, C 6906 
Similacioun, e dissimulation, C 7230. 
Simplesse, a Simplicity (the name of cm 
arrow), 1774, simplicitj, C 6381 
Sire, 8 father, stre ne datne^ neither 
father nor mother, C 3887 
Sith, conj since, 1964, 4367, C 6266 
Sithen, adv afterwards, 1999, ^ 7*3°^ 
Sitte, pr pt 8uhj sit, fit, 2267 , Sittand, 
pres pt (Northern) fitting, 2263 » Sittmg, 
pres pt fitting, suitable, 3654 , be£ttmg| 
2,09, 40^5 
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kaffaut, 8 scaffold, a shed on ^vlieels 
■witk a ndged roof, under cover of 
which the battering ram was used, 
4176. 

kile, 8 reason, 3120, 4543 , avail, iq'>i 
lake, V abate, 310S 
leen, ger to slay, C 7193 , jor s 25:90 
leighe, adj sly, cunning, C 7257 
leightes, 8 pi missiles, C 7071 , tricks, 
C 6371 

lo, V slay, 3i»)0, 4592 , ger <5*;2i , Sloo, t 
3 *>23 , Slo, pr 8 subj 4992, 5643 
loxnrest, 2 pr s slumberest, 2567 
lowe, 8 moth, 4751 F taigne 
mete,2>p smitten, 375^ 
nibbe, v snub, reproach, 4533 
ojour, 8 sojourn, 4282 , dwelling, 51 '?o 
olempnely, adv publiclj, with due 
publicity, C 6766 
oleyn, adj sullen, 3896 
ophyme, s sophism, C 7471 
ore, CLdv closely, strictly, 2035 ? ardently , 
2075 

ote, adj sweet, 4880 

oth^sawe, s truth-telling, C 6123, 6130, 

7590 

otilly, adv subtly, 4395 
oudiours, 8 pi soldiers, 4234 
panishing, s expanding, expansion, 
3633 O F espamr^ to expand 
parred, pt s locked, fastcm d, 3320 
parth, 8 a battle-ax, C 3978 
pered,pp {for aperred), lastened, locked 
(F senti la clef), 2099 
perhaiike, 8 sparrowhawk, 4033 
pille, V kill, 1933 , destroy, 21O2, ger to 
surrender to destruction, 3441 , pt s 
spoiled, 5136 , pp exhausted, 4786 
pitel, 8 hospital, C 6505 
pniige,j>r pi grow, mcrease, C 5988, 
pp advanced, C 6954 
pnngoldes, s pi catapults, 4191 
gtuared, jpp cut square, 41 tjs 
quierly, adj like a sqmre, C 7415 
quyre, s square (carpenter s square), C 
7064, 

tant, pr s stands, waits, «?oo4 

bark, adj downright, C 7292 

tede, 8 place, C 5898 • 

bille or loude, silently or aloud, under 

all circumstances, C 7532 

bmten, v cease, G 6849 > PP stopped, C 

6473 

bondo forth, ger to stand out, persist, 

3547 1 Stout, pr 8 stands, consists, 5581 , 

Stant, pr s waits, 5004 

bounde, 8 hour, time, 1733 , pi hours, 

^639. 


Stounde, s , (probably an error for 
wounde, wound), 4472 
Stoundemele, adj momentary, 3784 
Stoundemele, adv hourly, from one 
hour to another, 2304 
Stoutnesse, 8 pride, obstinacy, 1936 
Streite, adj close-fitting, 2271 
Strene, s stram, breed, 4839 A S 
atrSona 

Strepe, v strip, fleece, C 6818 
Streyne, v constrain, compel, C 6406, 
pt 8 urged, C 7631 

Streyned-Abstmence, Constrained Ab- 
stinence, C 7325 

Stuffen, pi pi provide with defenders, 
C 6290 F text, corent lea mui s garmr 
Suen, V pursue, seek, 4953 
Suffraunce, 8 patience, submission, 3463 
Suspecious, adj suspect, open to sus- 
picion, C 61 10 

Sustening, s sustenance, C 6697 
Swelte, 2 pi 8 8 ubj die, 2480 
Swete, 2 pr s subj sweat, feel heat, 
2480 

Swink, 8 toil, labour, C 6396 
Swinke, v labour, C 6619 , get to toil, 
21S1, 5^85 > P'^ ^ 5673 

Swinker, s toiler, C 6857 
Swinking, s toiling, C 6703 
Swonmg, 8 swooning, swoon, 1737 
Sy, 1 e it (F St), 1 e haphazard, 5741 
Sy thea, pi times, 2048, 4868 , Many sy the, 
often, 2257 

T 

Take, v lay hold, 3351 , take arms, 3529 , 
hand over, C 7265 , v rcjl surrender, 
1947 , t on hem, apply to themselves, C 
6107 (F textjSwr eusriena n^enpiendront), 
pr 8 betakes, commits himself, C 6442 , 
pp taken , him take, betaken himselt, 
C 7280 , Tan, pp G 5894 
Takel, s weapon, arrow, 1729, 1863 
Tale, 8 reckoning, yeve I ixtel tale, I 
pay little heed, C 6375 
Talent, a good will, inclination, C 6134 , 
tancy, C 7110, longing, 3472, desiie, 
intent, 1716 , spirit, disposition, 0 7674 
Tan, pp taken, C 5894 See Take 
Tapinage, a hiding , tn tapinage, sneak- 
ingly, C 7363 

Tatarwagges, 8 jd fluttering tatters, G 

7259 

Taylagiers, a pi tax-gatherers, C 6811 
Teoche, a fault, bad habit, 5166 , pi C 

6517 

Teohed, pt a taught, C 6680 
Telle, V account, 3053 
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thor- 


To-8heiit,jPi) Tindone , al to-shent, utterly 
undone, 1903 ' 

Touret, s turret, 4164 
Tourn, a turn, 5470 

Trace, v walk, go about, C 6745 , jpr pi. 
walk, bve, 

Transmewe, v transmute, be changed, 
2526 

Trasshed, jpp betrayed, ^231 
Trechour, s traitour, C 7216 , cheat, C 
6602 

Tree, s wood, 1747, 1808, 2408, C 7061 
Treget, a trap, snare, C 6312 , trickery, 
guile, C 6267, 6825 

Tregetours, a pi tricksters, C 7587 
Tregetrye, s trickery, C 6382, tnck, C 

6374 

Trepeget, s a military engine made of 
wood, used for hurling large stones and 
other missiles, a trebuchet, C 6279. 
Trichour, cbdj treacherous, 6308 
Tnst, V trust, 4364 , pp 3929 
Trouble, adj troubled, 1755 
Troubler, adj comp dimmer, less bright, 
C 7116 

Trowandyse, s knavery, viUany, 39^ 
Trowe, v believe, C 6873 
Truaunding, a idbng, shirking, C 6721 
Truaundyse, a idleness, shirking, C 6664 
Truaunt, a idler, loafer, C 6648; 

Tumble, v cause to tumble, cause to 
perform athletic feats, C 6836, ger to 
tumble, S469 

Turves, a pi sods of turf, C 7062 
Twirine, v separate, go apart, 4813 , part, 
5077 , depart, 4367 


Templers, a pi Kmghts-Templars, C 
6693 

Temprure, a tempering, mixing, 4177 
Temps, a time, at piime teinpa^ at the 
first time, at first, 3373 
Tene, a rum, blight, 4750. 

Tespye, v to espy, 3156 
Than, conj than if, 4328 
Than^, a thanks, 4584 , (F text, aon gi 4 
deaervir ) , good will, 2698, 2700 , in thank^ 
with thanks, with good will, 21 1«;, 4577 , 
Thankes, pi thanks, 2036 , thy thankis^ 
with thy good will, 2463, 

Thar, adv there, 1853, i8t;7 
Thar, pr a tmpera needs , you thar^ you 
need, 3604 

Thee, v thiive , ao mote I thee, as I hope 
to thrive, 3086, 4841, C <5899 
Thempryse {for The empryse), the cus- 
tom, 2286 

Ther-geyn, prep against this, C 6535 
Thilke,jpron that, 2106, 0 3980 
Thing, a pi things, property, C 6670 
Thinges, a pi business, doings, C 6037 
This, for this is, C 6037, 6432 
Thought, 8 the object ot thought per- 
sonified (?), 2473 (But a corrupt readmg , 
read That tnvete, answering to S'amie in 
the F text ) 

Threste, i pi a thrust, C 6S25 
Thringe, gn to thrust, C 7419. 

Thritty, adj thirty, 421 1 
Throwe, a moment, 1771, 3867 
Thrust, a thirst, 4722 
Thurgh-sought, pj) examined 
oughly, 4948 

Til, pi ep to , him td, to him, 4394. 

Tiller, a tiller, husbancbnan, 4339 
To-beten, pp belaboured, C 6126 
Tobeye, to obey, 3334* 

To-drawe, pp torn in pieces, C 6126 
Toforn, piep before, 2969, God toforn, 
m the sight of God, C 7198 
Token, pi pi took (1 e took Christ to 
witness, appealed to Christ), O 71-2 
(The translation is entirely wrong, 
hence the lai k of sense ) 

Tolde, pp {error for Told), told, C 6398 
To-me-ward, towards me, 3334, 3803 
To-moche-Yeving, Giving too much, C 
5fi37 

Ton, the, the one, 5217 , the toon, 3550 
To-q.uake, v quake greatly , al to-quake, 
tremble very much, 2327 
To-shake, v shake to the foundations, 
rum, C 5981 

To-shar, pt a lacerated, cut in twain, 
1858 


V 

Unavysed, adj heedless, indiscreet, 
foolish, 4739 

TTnbond, pt a released, C 6416 , pp un- 
fastened, 4700 , opened, 2226 
Unclosed, pp untied, uj^astened, 4698. 
TJnclosid, pp unenclosed, 3921, 3923. 
XJndirfongith, pr a undert^es, 5709, 
Unese, a. uneasmess, trouble, 3102 , dis« 
comfort, 2396 

Unhappe, a mishap, ill fortune, 5492 
XJnhyde, v unfold, reveal, 21O8 
Unlefulle, adj ilhcit, 4880 
Unnethe, adv scarcely, 1 e it will 
scarcely be, 0 6541 , XJnnethis, hardly, 
5461 

Unrelesed, adj imrehevod, 2729 
ITnsperd, pp unbolted, unbarred, 2656 
XTnthrift, & wastefulness, 4926 
ITnwelde, adj impotent, feeble, 4886. 
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Trp>oastd, pt 8 lifted up, C 7129 
XTpdresse, v sot up, prepare, C 7067, 
ITp-right, adv on thy back, 2561 
tTrohonns, s pi hedgehogs, 3135 
Utter, adj outer, 4208 


V 

Vailith, 8 avails, ^76? 

Valour, 8 worth, 5236, 5^56 , value, «?538 
Vassalage, a prowess, courage, C 5871 
Vekke, a old woman, hag, 4286, 4495 
Vendable, adj venal, vendible, saleable, 

5804. 

Verger, a orchard, 3234, 3618, 3831, 38<;i 
Vermayle, adj vermilion, scarlet-red, 

3645. 

Vilaynsly, adv disgfracefuUy, 3994 
Vileyn, a peasant, yokel, churl, 1990, 
Vilayns, gen churl’s, 1992 
Vitaille, 8 victuals, dehcacies, C 7044 
Voide, V drive away, 5164 , pr s removes, 
2833, ^845 } ^ remove, clear, 2283 , 

imp pi, put away, 3371 
Voluntee, a will, desire, 3276 
Vouche, pr a 1 per vouchsafe , For sauf 
of cherlis I ne vouche, for I do not 
vouchsafe, among churls, 2<jo2 (Or 
read to for of) 

Vounde, pp (?) well found, hence, excel- 
lent, C 7063 

W 

Waoche, a watching, lymg awake, 4132 
Wade, V wade, go about, 3022 
Walkyng, a walking (?), 2682 (Perhaps 
read taVcvng , F text, parUrs ) 

Walowe, V toss (or roll) about, 2362 
Wanhope, a despair, 4432, 44 3, 4708 
Wante, v be lacking, 2530 
Ware, a commodity, C 3926 
Wame, t inform, C 7637 , pt a refused, 
C 5840 , pp refused, demed, 2604, 3426, 
5245, C 7502 
Wawe, a wave, 4712 
Wayte, ger to beset (me) with, to plot, 

3938 

Weder, a storm, 4336 
Weed, a religious habit, C 6359 
Welfaring, well-favoured, C 6866 
F text, 

Wel-Helinge, a Good-concealment, C 

5857 

Wene, a expectation, 2046, vnthouten 
wene^ doubtless, 2415, 2668, 2683, 4596 
Wene, v. suppose, 2761 , (read mak’tli 
[him] wene , F t^, Qu'U ae cuide) , pr 


s aubj imagine, 5672, Wende, i pt a 
imagined, 4322 

Wening, a imagination, 2766 
Went,p>p departed, turned away, C 6183 
[Went,pr a turns aside, C 6205 ] bupphed 
by guess 

Were, a distraction (F guerre), 5699 , 
withouten wei e, without doubt (a oharac- 
tenstio expletive phrase, common 111 
Fragment B), 1776, 2568, 2740, 3351, 3452, 
4468, 5483, 3637, 5693 

Were, v wear away, devour, 4752 , ger to 
wear, 1 e to wear away (the shore \ 
4712 , pr pi C 6213 , pt pi C 6244 
Werne, v deny, reliise, 3443, C 6673 , ger 
3730 See Warne 

Werrey, v war against, oppose, C 6926 , 
ger to make war upon, 3251 , pr a wars 
against, 3699 , i pr pi make war, C 
7018, Werrey ed, pp warred against, 
39*7 

Wery, v worry, strangle, C 6264 
Wethers, a gen. wether’s, sheeps, C 
6259 

Weyked,pp aa adj too weak, 4737 
Wher, conj whether, 2617, 3191 
Whetted, pp sharpened, C 6197 
Whitsonday, a Whitsunday, 2278 Cf 
‘ Garlands, Whitsunday, iijd ’ , Brand s 
Pop Antiq s v Whitsun-ale 
Whylom, adv sometimes, 4355, 5350, 
formerly, 4123, C 709a 
Whyte monkes, a pi Cistercians, 1 e 
Reformed Benedictines, C 6693 
Wicked-Tonge (F Malebouche), C 7424 
Wight, a man, creature, C 5961 
Wight, adj active, 4761 
Wilfully, adv willingly, 4808, C 5941 
Willen, V desire, 2482 
William, W Seint Amour, C 6763, 6778 
Wimple, a wimple, 3864 A band usually 
of linen which covered the neck, and 
was drawn up over the chin, strained 
up each side of the face, and generally 
fastened across the forehead , called 
also barbe, gorget, or chin-cloth 
Winde, v turn about, 1810, escape, 
2056 

Winke, v sleep, 4368 , 2 p/ a auhj 2348 
Wis, adv venly, C 6433 
Wite, V know, C 6105, 6208, 6939 , Wit, t 
3*45, 5374 , Wist, pt pi knew, C 5864 , 
Wisten, pt pi aubj knew, C 6087 
Wone, I pr a dwell, C 6143 
Woning, a dwelling-place, C 6082 
Woning-plaoes, a pi dwelling-places, 
0 6119 

Wonnen,p< pi won, C6232 
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Wood, adj mad, 3138, 3776, 0 6263 , raging, 
1921 

Wook, I pt 8 kept awake, watched, 1877 
Woot, pr s knows, 5257 
Worohe, v work, cause, C 6052 
Worche, v deal (with what they have to 
do), C 6037 MS G has uorthe^ Lat 
ladtea worthe zz let ladies alone Tlie 
passage is obscure 
Worchmges, 8 pi doings, C 6585 
Worth, adj worthy, C 7104 
Wost, 2 pi 8 knowest (thou), 4977, 
Wostow, knowest thou, C 6075, 6373 
Woxen, pxi grown, C 7140 
Wrapped, pt a auhj should wrap, C 6260 
Wratthed, ipt a made angry, 4108 , pip 
enraged, 3097 

Wreke, pp ic\enged, 3362 
Wrenche, s turn, trick, 4292 
Wreying, a betraying, disclosure, 5220 
Writ, p? a writes, C 
Wryen, ger to cover, C 6684 , v disguise, 
C 6793 , co\ci up, clothe, C 6819 (F tc\t, 
a’ajuhhnt) 

Wry the, v twist, 4359 
Wurchmg, a machination, C (3123 
Wyte, 8 blame , to tcyte, a matter of 
reproach, 3558 

Y 

Yaf,p< a ga\o, 2339, 4500 
Yalt, pr a icfi betakes himself, 4904 
bee Yelde 


Yate, a gate, 4230 

Yates, a pi gates (but gates, 

1 e ways), 5722 
Y-bake, pp baked, C 7048 
Y-do, pp done , hate y-do^ have done * 
1941 

Yd, a eye, 4264 

Yedest, 2 pt a wentest, 3227 , Ycde, pt a 
went, 5151 , has gone, 2385 
Yeft, a gift, granting, 3664. 

Yelde, v yield, 1933 > submit (thyself), C 
6283, tmp a yield, 1930 
Yeme, adv readily, eagerly, C 6719 
Yerning, a affection, C 5951 
Yeten, pp poured out, 5702 Pp from 
A 8 gSotan 

I Yeve, ipr a care, regard, C 6464 
! Yeving, a giving, C 5907 
Y-fere, adv together, m company, 3806. 
Y-holpe, pp helped, holpen, 5303 
Ying, adj young, 2208 A Northern 
form. 

Y-let, pp hidden, 3335 
ITliche, adv equally, alike, 3630 
Yolden, pp requited, 4556 See Yelde. 
Yore, adv long ago, C 7599 
Youth-hede, a youthhood, 4931 
Ypoorjrte, a hypocrite, C 6482 
Yre, a anger, 3174 P text, trt, 

Y-sene, adj visible, C 6806 
Yvel, adv lU, 5238 

Y-wis, ado certainly, 2788, 5554, 579c , 0 
5855, 5896, 59 » 5 i 6879* ^32, 7400, 756J, 
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